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. Part. I: Organizational Data
1. Commanding Officer and Staff with inclusive dates:
Commanding Officer: LtCol B. D, BOULDIN 1-31 May 1969
Execut:;we Of ficer: Major A. K. CHARLTON 1~31 May 1969
Operations»Officsr: ¥Major A,.S. PIPER 1-31 May 1969

Intelligence Officer:  lajor C. R. BLEDSOE  1-31 lay 1969

Administrative Officer: Major T. A, HfKENBERY 131 May 1969
Logistics Officer: Major JJ. F. GOLDIN 1-28 May 1969

Medor J. 1. HAGAN 29-31 May 1969
2, Unit Iocation with fnciuvsive dates:
Quang Tri, Republic of Vistnam 1-31 May 1909

3. Average lMonthly Syuadvon Strerigth:

MARINE OFFICERS MARINE ENLISTED  NAVAL OWUTCERS  HAVAL ENIISTED — TOTAL

51 254 1 - 0 306
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Part IX: Narrative Summary of Signifieant Fighlights

1969, Recon. team Coconut Candy was ‘extracted undeér émergency conditlons
after they observed heavy enemy movemerit around their position, Seaworuhy
99-1 & 2 coordinated the extrazht by Phoenix 1 while 98-8 suppressed fire and
97-6 marked the enermy locations.

_ During the generally quiet day ViiO-s aircraft eXp@cd@d only 290 rockets
and 17,300 roxmda on the ensiy,

”Hﬁﬁnix 2 and Chatterbox 93-2, ‘Sed-
evcortss tianzports on several
.round trips between /&ndawfrjf1 . " hhe dcwmed CHE-46D,
Seawerthy OV-10%s and 2w1's conbrolled 1y ol rsteikes which accounted for
7 ABA's and destiro 25 0 5 SO0RT 1ol s and P oamortar pit. Five
secondary explosions wers

Hay 1969, After the mid-zir
worthy 99 5 cocrdinaibed wne SAR

A

S 0 DY

o TG gy ,u"F:»d.

Seaworthy 99~ and 58«2 zzcorted Cativiecall resupply transports
1/%g gone in the VIACTNTA RINCE area, Two ,50CAL guns engased
iy UH~18 and the transports as they approached the zone. 99-3
. meediate}y'bagau to suppress the eneny fire while 97-2 called
for and controlied the "Sirikeback" znd other fixed wing airstrikes on the
ositions resuliing in one gun probably destroyed and five (5) bunkers
_destroved, Tn“ﬁufhou\ thz day other Seaworthy CV-10is and O-1's conducted
visual reconnc"ssanC@j artillery, and TACLL! riszions in suonort of Operation
VIRGINIA RIDGE.

1969. ' Convoy escort was again a major mission today flown by both
O-11's and OV-10‘s; constant overhead surveillance decreases the ambush’
threat. Seawcrthy S & Y escorted Cattlecall medevac to 3/4, were they
evacuated a total of 14 emergency medevacs, 3/4 hzd beecn in heavy contact
and SW-20 ran 3 flights of fixed wing in support of the troops breaking
contact. Other Seaworthy aircraft teamed up in the emergency extract of .
recon teams Harbor (ueen and Elk River. Both teams had made contact and :
through the suppressive fire of SW OV-10's and gunships both were successfully
extracted. SW-32, an O-1, controlled:-fixed wing flights in support of the
recon -teaim Elk River, futher contributing to the success of the mission.

’5 1'1 969, The recon packoge completed 11 inserts and 2 routine and one
emergency extract, Seaworthy 20 and 4 controlled airstrikes in support of the
‘surroundéd team Lucky Punch and Cattlecall transports made the extract,

- In the VIRGINIA RIDGE area Seaworthy O-1*s and 40's controlled naval
gunfire and airstrikes destroying a .50CAL position and several bunkers- with
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numérous secondary explosions.
Seaworthy UH-1E!'s launched at S4L5H anc
transports on an emergency missicn in the 1
. flares of Crossbill 83/4. '

i escorted Chatterbox medevac
INTA RIBGE ares aided by the

-

6 b llay 1969, Seawor*by 7 cams to ihe aid of reccn Loan erwocd, delivering
Suppressive fire until the teun breke oonfact wibh NUVA oS,  Seaworthy 37
and his Noonerat o quc', fatlad Lo return o pass in the late afternoon.
SAu j Operations were

A vad arnd continued after darl wiith no cesult
; shern part of Northern

he efterncon by ‘nuﬂ?rﬂoturwk

I lorps.

tsred 2 KIA
coapleted by

Recon Tenm

(310 N

f y ed oA L SO0A] : fra
' Gdes) ntrcliesd airstri ciohhe it sevaral uecondarv explos;onﬁ,
ViEr e V-10's and g : f:fﬁ,ﬁ Ty '?' ~‘£1u~ ‘s in the extensive SAR
efforts tor Seaworthy 27 j ‘ ol '

ey
/\J

- ) '[\1”3; )

Lpad rescie operationg

~:At 97w7 eus zontroliing 7

b;xeﬂ wing alo 8 the Northwestern U'a~
QLR for Segworthy 37 nontinned to be fruitle::

9 May 1909, Although the 3rd Marine Division TLC: vas » generaly quiet,
Seaworthy 98-16 and his AW controiled the first & waitwer battery on a
suspected enemy posibion dn the DMZ, killing thiree wuamy. Seaworthy 57-3, & %
on a visual re lacance of the JNA, spotted & wocial position South of -
the Ben Hai. contreolling artlllery fire ov ; lafvr‘, the position

was destroyed.

- The recon package successfully completed 5 i
". recon team.Con=~3t1 sion-was shot out of both its
contlnued with no sightings of the downed erew or a
included convoy escorts and extensive visual rec:

Lracts but
erfort .
Other VHO~6 missions

May 1969, £s Operation APACHE SNOW kicked ofi 'Seaworthv 96-1 and his-

: AO located approximately 4O NVA on a trail Sou £t of FSB Cunningham,
Controlling Heilborne 212 on the enemy, 20 KB:i's were obtained.,

In support of recon team Elk Hunter, Seaworthy 97-6 controlled two alrstrlkeSa
near the Lao Bao prison destroying two trucks, Elk Hunter later came into
contact with an NVA force and 97-6 ran one flight of air on the enemy before
being relieved by 98-9., Seaworthy 98~9 controlled 5 airstrikes and OV-10
suppressive fire as the team was extracted. The team confirmed 13 KBA's as
a result of the airstrikes. - ‘
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Ll,M§Z.1969v Vhile concucting visual reconnaissance of an erea from which
Dustlight Golf had received automatic weapouns firs s Seaworthy 98-5's crew
coserved 7 to 9 NVL with packs, helneus, and cemouflaged with lollage. . The
enemy was engaged with L4.2" mortars, 60mm mortars, and OV-10 suppressive '
fire with Lnlﬁown results, Later, Seaworthy 98-7 adjusted artillery on
nr~m3 treops in the open in the same area, again with unknown results,
he recon packags inserted team Belmont Tone but was required to execute an
Pr"ﬂg ency extraction of that team later, During the extraction Seaworthy
,“ " & 2 received fire and suppressed it so that Phoenix 17" 2 were eble
2 complete the extract.

The majority of VMO-6 support was in the form of vzsual rcconna;ssancc,
arqzd escort, and recen support today, -

29, While controlllng a troop lift for 3/i, Seaworthy 99-3 & 4
1¥ed -an- alrstrlke on an enemy position receiving multiple escondary
expLosions,
Sguadron OV-10 and 01 crews accounted- for iltldlrcraft p051 vLons,
mortc: p051tlons, and numerous bunkers deab oyad,

13 Lav 1949, Seaworthy 98-2 coordinated the pick up of medevacs after the
aarminition durp at 1Z Erskine was destroyed by a fire., 97-F conducted a

visual reconnaissance for 1/9 who had troops in contact near the Lactian border
and then adgusted a TPC miSQlon under an overéast in support of 1/9.

14 Yay 1969, Seaworuhy 99-5 and 985 conducted an uneventful troop lift
which had been zippoed earlier in the day. 98-5's suppressive fire during the
lift accounted for 2 KBi's, Elsewhere 98-11 controlled an airstrike on a '
»50CLL position, destroyinu it,

15 hax 1969, During the extract of recon team Ida Mo, Seaworthy 99—1 &2
received intense enery fire, The UH-1E!'s suppressed the eneny allowing.
Cattlecall 5 & 6 to make the extract, GLfter the team was out, 98-7 controlled
3 airstrikes on the area knocking out 7 bunkers and L, weapons positions and
‘observing 1 secondary explosion.
Seaworthy O-1 crews conducted extensive artlllery and convoy estort missions,

16 6 May 1969, - Sezworthy 97-6 and his A0 observed NV:. troops near bunkers
in the /PACHE SHOW area and controlled an artillery mission on them, 98-13
relieved 97-6 and controlled two airstrikes on the tgrget in marginal
weather with good coverage,

- The recon package completed the emergency extract of Marshall Hall
at XD205152, Seaworthy 95-1 & 2 and 98-3,-6 and -8 provided. cover for the
extract aircraft and controlled airstrikes on the area after the extraction
resulting in one large secondary explosion,
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f‘“ con tl:PS waﬂo comrleted today but teqmq
wf"?uff, «
; ; bn extracted or Penov ‘basis -

97 39)q

160 on “ﬂrﬁwﬁnv 9091 tiomn.:
jon,  93-5 wa

whl

largs secondary cxi s
2 YT"; mi+er cupprensing enemy fire in support of a troop. 1ift,
The UH=1E piloted by LtCol BOULDIN and Major GOLDEN developed tail

LO“ ”llflChltLGS wiile Just ”ést of Pam Lo Thlle exccuting autorotatioh~

\
r'“, ,rg.-aQ 5y
pLriniren, u 11 1»/. g ,4 3‘.-

Oporaulon C..DDO CREFK kicked off with Seawor thy §7-2 entd 98-3
sirstrikes and artillery prep fires on 1Z nterprlbeo The
110t was esrnorted without 1n01dent Ly 99-3 & 4,

Lfter recon team Lucky Punch was shot cut of its primary and alternate ‘
2OMES, Seaworthy 98-3 controlled,Hellborne,AéB on. the zone as 99-1-& 2 supnressed .
ay . fire. - fs a result there were & bunkers and 2 ,50CAL positlons destroyed .,

- 1040

g

A,:.,.h ! . ':.:E'l.'., .

-f1669n Tne nlght mortar/rocket wctch contlnued and watched Ouanv Tri
rase receive 2 rounds on the Fast and 10 rounds on the YWest side,
Seaworthy 98-8's crew discovered an 4PC, 2 generator, and a supply
storage area, 98-8 was relieved by 98-9 who controlled 6 flights of. fT“:d
. wing on the target to destroy the }PC danage the generstor, kill 3 enemy,
"and obtain 26 secondery exp1031ons.

21 Moy 1969, 4n /RVN troop llft was coordlnated by Seaworthy 99-3 & 4 who

°uporebsed sporadic enemy fire throughout the lift. The zone preparauLon had -

been controlled by 98-5:aEilf§ziHRI7 flights of fixed wing, -
qeaworthy 97-13 controlled. helloorne 847 on & suspected NVb assemblj

arsa and recelved 2 1arveAseooad:;j exp1031ons. )

22 Maz 1969. - The troop lift SChedulpd for today had to be cancelled due to )
mortar rounds impacting in the pick up zone., Seaworthy 99-3 & 4 suppressed .
the enemy fire while 97-6 controlled airstrikes on the suspected mortar
positions,
9811 destroyed a bulldozer and damsged 6 trucks and 1 bulldozer in the
LP{CHE SNOW area when he controlled 2 airstrikes on the camoflaged vehicles,
A1l three types of VMO-6 aircraft participated in the successful
emergency extract of recon. team Jucxy Punch.

wi
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v 1969, dn'ju the generally quiet aﬂvs menercus visual reconnaisseance
miesions were performed, In the avea Scubn of (PICHE SFOW Seaworthy 98-2

. gpetted tiucks u“d 2 lgrrﬂ storaze hootchez then norked the targets for
Flayboy who was to cenbrol airstrikes on thém. O7-2 controllied 2 airstrikes
on wortar positions and supply cachies in the VIRGINIZ RINGE area getting

3 secondary explosions and 2 secondary fires. ' ’

o nocywreather,
eworyhy 0710

k)

anance expended was the marking rccksis used b
j ori bunkers and merter p051u10ns,

(}69n Only L4 sorties and 27,5 howrs wers flown due t
S

Tnn recon package completed all tasks except for one insert which
e+e due to transport difficulties,

9,“3 controlled Ringneck 001 on a mortar nosition in the

. RIDCH area destroying 1 mortar position, a SOChA xUn:uJﬁ“"Jq

'S, ”o’. and 98~13 contrclled hlr%urlke% in the VIHGINLL RiDGE area
aceonrting for 4 KBA, 5 bunkers destroyed. a secondary explosion and 75
meters of trench destroyeds ' ' '

v 1959, Then two recon teams were shot out of their zones, Searorthy

~1 & 2 teamed up with 98--3 & 6 to suppress fire, This effort resilted in
i K24 and 10 bunkers destroyed.
“n a routine convoy escort the crew of Seawo“thy 97-5 observad /, NVA on a
trail, Euploying alrstrikes, artlllery and naval gunfire, they killed 3 NVA  °
anc destroyed 6 bunkers, '

27 May 1969, Poor weather cut VMO~6 down to 22 sorties and 42,9 hours today.
_ Seaworthy O-1!'s were active in the VIRGINIA RIDGE area conducting
visual reconnaissance and strikes against active mortar positions.

" Recon team Sky Merchant had movement and contact and suffered 2 WIA,
Theilr emergency extract was performed by Chatterbox 7 who was covered by
suppressive fire of Seaworthy 98-12, 99=5 & 6, and Scarface 13 and 48,

28 Mgy 1969, A troop 1lift for 9th Marines was conducted by 99-3 & 4 without

incident in the APACHE SNOV area, Seaworthy's récon package effected the
emergency extract of team Ida May, They were alded by Seaworthy 98-11 & 13,

29 May 1969, Seaworthy 97—11 ran several flights of air in support of
Early Flower, a recon team, while SW 99-1 & 2 effected an emergency extract.
The extract bird.was Cattleeall 5, Cattlecall 5 remained in a very hot zone
for a long pericd of time to allow the team to move to. the only possible
landing site and cven that site was extremely poor., The superb shooting
of OV-10!s and UH-1E!s permitted a successful extract without any bird
being bhit. P'thouf the volume of accurate suppressive fire delivered by SW 4
& 13 and 997 & 2 and the superior flying ability of Cattlecall 5 the eztranL
grould Iave nrely commanded a high price in lives and machinery.
As Seaworthy 98-17 was conducting visual reconnaissance Southwest of //
Khe Sanh, the aircraft was hit by enemy fire, began to burn, and the cre /
- ejected. The crew, Captain MORGAN and fst Lt, MORIARITY, wers picked up by
Cattlecall 7 and returned to Quang Tri in excellent conudition. _
e : - - Eaclosuve (2}
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dc recon package was uvsed Lubt the UH-il's launched four sections and
acounlated BTVGArt4es Squadron 0-11's conducted v1<1al reconnaissance for all
3 regiments in addition to convoy escorts,

Several Seeworthy OV-10!s controlled elrstrlkes in suppo*t of "M" 3/9
in contact Soutn of Ca T,

1966 Todsy VMO-6 set a new mon iv 1Lm91f time recerd of 2,719
in wo'to of the fact that the pcr° for ths last 3 days of the month was
due to weather, '
sorthy 99~3 & 4 conducted an uneventful trecop 1ift and’ 97—2 coﬂ?rnlled
nfire and airstrikes on troops and bunkers in th@ fastern DMZ.

were 2 enemy killed by naval gunfire, 13 bunkers destroyed, 3 seconqaxv'
ong, and. 4 rockets uncovered :

]
{

. o S Ipdiocure 120
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Part ITI: Significent Events

/

//13 On 18 May the UH«1F plloted by LtCol POJTDTN and Major GOLDEN doveloned

tail rotor difficulties and while executing autorotetici the crew wes forced
© to crash land to avied iitting a group of Vietnamese children,

On 29 May Seaworthy 98-17 was conducting visual reccnnaissance Soubthwest

/o' Khe Sanh, the aircraft wes hit by enemy fire, began to burn, and the crew
: ejected, The crew, Captain MORG/N and 1st Lt, MORI.RTY, were picked up

hy Cottlecall 7 and returned to Quang Tri in excellent condition, )
| Un 30 May VMO-6 broke last month’s flight time record and had accumulated
/f_?y**?u7 hours, a nsw record, by the end o: the month,

]

i

<. The follewing officers were welcomed aboard during May:

Major J.. A. BRANDON 1/Lt, Do Go RAY
Major L. M., DUKE Jr. 1/Lt, ", D. SEDER
Usjor Jo T, HiGIN III 1/Lt, T. P, WILBUR
lajor R. L, THOMPSON 2/lt. S. B, KIRWIN
LGPR J. F. LYONS '

(V)
o

The following promotions were effectedlduring May:

T0_SERCGE/NT

T. E. iCKERS E. F. GRLVES
D. R. BiUD. D. C. L.RDNER
| TO CORPORAL

J. F. CONNELL IV
J. K, SPLRKS
S. C, STINDINGSCLDIER

TO L.NCE CORPORAL

P. B, C.ULFIELD
V. J. YE/GER

TO_PRIV.TE FIRST CL.SS
C. L. BENNETT

L. VMO-6 said farwell to the following officers during May: !

Major J. F. GOLDEN /1t J H. LLWRENCE
Major G, C. PSAROS 1/It. . Ja .ULLIT:?‘.N
Capt,, Kg Eo TAYLOR . /Ill;: Jg S Wi xt))

Ii(MC) Re i, FERGUSON

Tielosuns \3‘
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