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1st Marine Aircraft Wing
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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, lst Marine Aircraft Wing (Attn: G=-3)
Subj: Command Chronology, submission of
Ref: (a) WgO 5750,1A “=
Encl:\/{l) MAG-12 Command Chronology for the month of January 1966 v

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted,

2. This letter is downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED upop removal of enclosure (1).
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CoOMMAND CHRONOLOGY
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA SHEET
MARINE ATRCRAFT GROUP 12
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CRUEDENTIAL

COMMANDING OFFICER AND STAFF:

COMMANDING OFFICER

COLONEL Leslie E. BROWN

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

LIEUTENANT COLONEL Rex WILSON
ADJUTANT
CAPTAIN Roy L. CRANE
S=~1
VMAJOR :Sped F. SHEA
S5-2
CAPTAIN John.A. ROOKE
S=3
LIEUTENANT COLONEL William J. WEBSTER
S-k
LIEUTENANT COLONEL Bernard J., STENDER

MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON 211

COMMANDING OFFICER

LIEUTEN.INT COLONEL John W, KIRKLAND

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MAJOR Richard E, HAWES, Jr.

CQNE\DEN’Y\ Al
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S-1
CAPTAIN Huey P, L. MILLER
S-2
SECOND LIEUTENINT John S, BOARDMAN
S-3
MAJOR John J. McCARTHY
S=4
CAPTLIN Robert W, CASPOLE
MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON 21k

COMMANDING OFFICER

LIEUTENANT COLONEL Keith O'KEEFE

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MAJOR Jerome T, HAGEN
S=1
FIRST LIEUTENANT Hugh MITCHELL

S=2

QU -y

CAPTAIN Clarence F, CRIGLER
5-3

MAJOR Charles A. CAREY

. 5,

— e

CAPTAIN Darrell E, BAKER

MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON 223

COMMJWDING OFFICER

LIBUTENANT COLONEL Alexander WILSON

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MAJOR. Georgs M, LAWRENCE, -Jir, -
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S-1
CAPTAIN Charles M, LIVELY
S-2
FIRST LIEUTEMANT Gary E., SNYDER
§:_3_
MAJOR Arthur R. ANDERSON
Sl
CAPTAIN Donald F, CROWE

MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON 224

COMMAIDING OFFICER

LIEUTENANT COLONEL Thomas E. MULVIHILL
EXECUTIVS OFFICER

MAJOR George W. WARD
Srl
CAPTAIN Edward H. LONEY
Se2
FIRST LIEUTENANT Barry A. RUDACILLE
S-3
MAJOR Hugh N, LEVIN
Sl
CAPTAIN Michael J. RIPLEY

MARINE ATR BASE SQUADRON 12

COMMANDING OFFICER

MAJOR Jack We PARCHEN

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MAJOR Robert L. TALBERT
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BASE SERVICES OTFTCER

MAJOR Arthur A, NZIBACH

BASE OFERATIONS TFFICER

MAJOR Jchn G. ARCHBOLD

HEADQUARTERS AND MAINTENANCE SQUADRON 12

COMMANDING OFFICER

MAJOR William E. GARMAN

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

CAPTAIN Richard L. THOMPSON
MAINTENANCE OFFICER

MAJOR Julius B. PIBRCE
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

—— s e

FIRST LIFUTRNANT Jfames D. DAVENPORT
", 2, MARINE ATRCRAFT GROUP )2, CHU IAT AIRFIELD, RVN., l=31 January 1966

3. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENCTH:

USIC Officers UZMC Brl’sted USN Officers USN_Enlisted
VMA-211 27 179 3. 2
VYA-21) 27 180 1 0
VVA-223 27 180 1 2
VMA -2} 25 182 1 0
MARS-12 27 S8l 3 22
HAMS 1.2 L3 380 0 0
TOTAL 16L 1661 6 26
MAGe 12
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he IMPORTANT VISITORS TO THE COMM/NDs

Commandant of the Marine Corps 9 Jamuary 1966

Senator Jacob K. JAVITIS (R-MY) 10 January 1966

Congressman Ogden L. RIED (R-NY) 10 Jannary 1966

Brigadier General J. W. DOBSON USA (JCS) 1\ Jenuary 1966
5=
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY
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(C) The month of January provided better flying wezther than that
experienced during the previous two months, T.ue end result was that
MAG=12 aircraft increased their number of sorties despite several
days of bad weather, a three day standdown fcr TET, and fifteen days
of short field operations. By the end of the month the four squad-
rons had flown a total of 2522 sorties for an average of 630.5 per
squadron. Combat flight hours totaled 3,186.0 with an overall flight
total of 3,L3L,8. Considering all operational factors this was one
of MAG=-12's best months,

(C) From ten to thirteen Jamuary, operation "MALLARD" was supported
by MAG-12 aircraft, with a number of sorties being flown in marginal
weather which at this time of year is not unusual. Seventy sorties
for a total of 100,4 hourmwere flown in support of Operation
"MALLARD",

(C) The "Black Sheep" of VMA-2ll started the new year offstrong by
setting a MAG-12 record for sorties and hours flown by a single squadron
in a twenty-four hour period. On the 16th of January, starting with

16 ALC's in an up status, VilA-21L flew SO sorties for a total of 72.8
hours, all combat flights., When the last aircFaft was chocked and

tied down there were still fourteen "Charlies" in an up status. This
was dug in large measure to an agressive, hard working squadron
maintenance section which averaged an eighty-seven percent avail-
ability throughout the month,

(C) On midnight of the 16th, the northern four thousand feet of the
runway was furnédhodervto the Seabees for rehabilitation and relaying
of the matting, Beginning with the firet hop on the 17th, all take=-
offs were JATO and all landings were MOREST, 1SO!s were on duty
during flight operations for landings and all went smoothly with

a gradual increase in tempo until the field was operating at maximum
sortie rate per hour,

(C) To end a very satisfactory month, MAG=12 supported operation
"DOUBLL ELGLE" during +he last four days of January. Starting on
the 28%a, a variety of 1Z PREP, Helo Escort, CAS, and alert hops
totalfed sevent ~eigh;y$6rties by the 1lst of February. In several
instances the squadcon¥displayed the typical 'Esprit de Corps' of D//
the Group by launching aircraft normally on a one to two hour
standby in as little as forty -five minutes. As a result of soms
excellent preplanning and forethought in the way of pre-positioning
of ordnancc loads, most requests for aircraft to be launched from
a standby status were met in slightly less tham half of the fragged
tine, .

(C) Cooperation, willingness, and hard work made January a "good"
month,
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1. PERSONNEL

(C) The inter group transfer of personnel was completed during Jaauary,
thus eliminaving one foctor which could easily have caused a loss of
efficiency., Loweves; the cooperation and harmony under which this pro-
gram was implemdnted resulted In a smooth and expeditious exchange with
no detectabls loss in efficiency,

(C) Many new faces are beginning to appear in Chu Lai and old faces

are disarpearing as an increasing numbe» of individeal replacements

start arriving and an increasing number of the "SATS plank holders™

head back for new duty stations. The next several months will see almost
a LO% turn over of personnel,

2. AWARDS

(C) The following awards were recommended by MAG-12 and forwarded to
higher authority:

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 2
BRONZE STAR 1
AIR MEDAL (1st Award) 25
AIR MEDAL (Star in lieu of additional) 90
NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL L
The following awards wore received and presented to MAGRL2 personnel,
AIR MEDAL ()st Award) 12
AIR MEDAL (Star in lieu of additional) 88

(C) Word was rcceived that FMFPAC has delegated to the lst MAW the
authority to app~rve Alr ifedalse. This action should reduce the time
from subnissicn o time of receipt from two months down to two weeks.

3. GIVIG ACTWON

(C) Plans for the construction of the Ly-Tin District Headquarters high
school north of the Chu'Lal enclave, have progressed well during January,
Archited? plans are firm and include a six classroom structure capable of
hancling three hundred students. The majority of effort thus far has been
spen® in *he procurement of bullding materials,
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Le AIR OPERATIONS

(C) Withe the cutting of the runway on 16 Jamary at the midfield point,
flight operations again reverted to short field procedures, A request

was forwarded to Wing to reduce our sortie rate to twelve launched per

hour after the first launch. With twelve launches, and twelve recoveries
per hour, only two and one half minutes could be allowed for each operation.
With an average time required of two minutes, this left very little slippage
in the event of aborts, no fires, scrambles o emergencies. After several
days of operations, the wing gradually increased the sortie rate until we
were flying a normal daily schedule, During this period of short field
operation, MAG=12 hit a high day for the month with one hundred and seven
sorties,

() Without the full cooperation of all concerned, (pilotsiand support
personnel), short field operation could become a real fiasco. With
minimum time available for each portion of a takeoff or recovery, there can
be no indecision, hesitation, or disagreement on the taxi ways, parking
ramp or runways. The complete coorperation of MAG-~12 personnel made this
operation appear like a normal working day routine.

(C) MAG-12 squadrons expended the following ordnance.

BOMES 6,2L6

ROCKETS 2,162 (11l AERO 7D/LAU 3 PODS)
NAPAIM 81 tanks

20M1 59,248 rounds

JATO 1,881

(C) The Launch and Recovery Section (/DREST) trapped 1,37h Al aircraft
into the two operating MOREST systems. The last week in January ended
with the south deck sheaves and 1000 feet of guide rail of the new catapult
to be installed at Chu Lai, incorporated into the matting being laid by
MCBelj, The installation of the catapult is proceeding as rapidly as the
material arrives on hand,

(C) MATCU-67 conducted 8,542 air operations and L2k Ground Controlled
Approaches,

(C) On 31 January, TPN-8 radar radomes, which will assist in eleminating
some of the corrision problems caused by moisture getting into wave guldes
and other components, were received and installed,

(C) During the second weck in January, MAG=12 became 100% pilot qualified
under NATOPS. Squadron and Group pilots were required to pass the same
check and exams, If a pilot flew Al's and the C«117, he completed checks
in both types prior to being rated as qualified, With the excellent
cooperation received from the tactical squadrons, the NATOPS program
should continue to function smoothly.

Se LOGISTICS

(C) Ordnance received 1,374 long tons of class V(i) munitions from four
1ST'Se
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(C) Air freight again showed an increase in the number of passengers hand-
led and the amount of freight moveds This increase was due in part to the

completion of the transport parking area. (seec base development/military
construction below)

PASSENGERS 10,120
MAIL 503,540
CARGO 2,268,883 1bs

(c) 32% A rations and 68% !Bt rations were served during the month by
the MAG-12 messes.

6., MOTOR TRANSPORT

(C) During the last week of Jamuary the status of heavy equipment deterior-
ted to an unsatisfactory state, MABS=12 now has no operating dozers. The
D=6 was surveyed in July, but is yet to be replaced, Of the D=l's assigned,
one has been evacuated and two are down for parts, while the remaining

one is waiting to be evacuated, Only one of the two graders is operational,
and, with no dozers available, camp improvement and construction has

been reduced to work that can be done by equipment occasionally borrowed
from other units, all of which are also experiencing serious problems with
earth moving equipment,

7. ENGINEERING

(C) To date, a totel of 31 tropical huts have been erected in the MAG-12
compound. MAG~1l3 supplied a team of trained personnel to aid this command
in the construction effort and their help was invaluable., The minor
modification required because of the unique Chu Lai rain which usually
falls horizontally rather than vertically, was designed and installed

by SSgt J. R. BELL, one of the designers of the hut,

So far the tropical hut has more than fulfilled our expectations,
providing a marked degree of comfort and protesction from the heat,
Although the floor dimensions are identical to a G.P. tent, there is
more area available in the hut because of the removal of center poles,
Overall, the hut appears to be a sound investment although its cost
is slightly higher than a G.P. tent, It takes a six man team twenty
two hours to erect a hut, The hut should last three to five years as
compared to a G.P, tent which lasts only six months in this environment.

(C) By the end of the month, tropical hut construction was nearing
completion with huts yet to be constructed only at Group S-3 and the
VMA-223 area, During construction, when it was discovered that the

decks had to be strengthened, MABS incorporated the necessary modification
without a slowdown in the program, (ippendix I, II)

8. MAINTENANCE

(C) The TAFDS was carefully analyzed this month when an excess amount

of water was found in the water separators., The excess water proved

to be a result of the fact that the coalesing filters in the Bulk Fuel

Company separators were inoperative, thus allowing water slugs to pass.

Replacement filters have been on:requisitiob sinee arrdyal in @muilod . -

buv &t this date nons have  beensrepsived. Onlye through rigid quality

ocopirol measures at the TAFDS was it possible to avert cogiﬂg?pation
SINFIDE]

of the entire system. -12- S NIEAU
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To preven’ further ineldents of this nature, TAFDS supuiied Bilk Fuel with
an operavional filter-separator for Iasertion in the f wel traxsfer 1inz,

(C) Taroughout the month, itne tactical ALE squadrons, encount:red
problems with the fuel control, A carefnl and detailed reviow of filtering
along with quality control checke of the fuel were conductzd because of the
possibility that fuel contamication might be causing mechanical problems,
Puel samples sent to Danang and Cubl Point from aircraft, TAFDS bags,

and trucks for extensive chemical analysis, showed no evidence of salt

or other impurities. Futher samples were taken by the Wing TAFDS Officer
and these samples med all specifications, To date there has been no
determination of the cause of the fuel control malfunctions. TAFDS
Quality Control methods have been increased and in many instances doubled
to preclude fuel contamimation,

9, BASE DEVELOPMENT/MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

(C) Cn 10 January the transport parking area was completed, thus
elimlratirg the largest boistleneck in ground opzrations at Chu Lal,
Wisn five off-ramps leading from the taxiway, there is sufiicient
space to park the two C~117's and still leave room for loading/off=-

. loading two C=230's, The connecting matting between the offe~ramps
permits transport aircraft to taxi forward at ali tirmes. No more backing
of aircraft in or out to off-load.

(C) The remainder of the parallel taxiway, (1100 feet) is being widenad
by twelve feet, to a width of forty-eight feet., This will enable Ak's
to pass anywhere on the parallel taxiway, thus expediting ground traffic.
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APPENDIXES
\/r TROPICAL HUT MINUS SHUTTERS

/ II, VMA-2)1 TROPICAL HUTS.
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