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1, In acoordsnce with references (s} =nd (b), the combat chronologs
report for the period 1 through 31 sugust 1966 is submitted,
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1, SQUADRON HMM-161
2« LOCATION HUE PHU BAL, VIETNAM
3+ REPORTING PERLQD 1-31 AUGUST 1966

4s CQMMAND STAFF

CeOs LTCQLe Wo Re QUINN 035575/7535 1-9 AUGUST 1966 .
LTCMe Se. Fo MARTIN 027068/7335 10-31 AUGUST 1966

X0 MAT S. F. LAWRENCE 058682/7335

Sl CAPT, F. Ce LEWIS 076554/7335

=2 CAPT. Ge Le STARR 08%516/7335

S=3 MAT L. We JARMAN 062139/7335

S~4  CAPT. P. Fo JANSS 075407/7335

MAINT, CPTe Zo Ve LAMASCUS 076184/7335 1=24 AIGUST 1966
CAPT. Pe No SAMARUS 069225/71335 25-31 AIGUST 1966

SQUADRON STRENGIH

OFFICERS: 54 NA, 3 43, 1 MCy 1 1 CHC
ENLISTED: 1%, 3 MC

CECRET
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1 _memst 1966, Supporting Operation Hastings, squadren aircraft
caxried %02 passengers, 19,720 pourmis of ¢argo, and 4 med-evsosg in » i
various misgions, including an 11 plane 1ift of 403 treops and 17,500
pounds of supplies from XD 9856 to Dong Ha,

2 sugugt 1966, A total of 165 passengers, 5,825 pounds of carg®y
and 2 md-evaes were camied, ALl flights except a courier run to
Marble Mountzin were in support of Operation Hastings.

3 mgast 1966, This date saw the end of (peratien Hastings snd
the beginning of Operation Praixde; the latter consisting, for the
most part, of recornnalgsance missions, Operation Prairie contin~
ued throaghout the month, Squadron asireraft carried 127 passengers,
4 med-evacsy and 12,000 pounds of cargo, gl of which, except fer
2 adminigtration flights in the Phu Bali arca, were in suppert of
Operation Hastings and Prairie,

On ene recon retraction, involving 2 squadron H-34!'s escoarted
by 3 UH-1E's, one off the UH-1E's recieved 2 rournds of ,50 csdle
fire from XD 048663,

A musust 1966, 263 passengers; 2 med-evacs, anl 2,150 pounds ef
cargo vere carried,

A flight of 4 gircraft en a recon insertien found the landing
z0ne unsuitable and had te orbit for 15 mimtes to find g usugble
ons, Upen landing in this zene, the troops came under fire and
had to be taken out, They were returned to Dong Ha with no damage
te alrcraft or injuries to persemndl,

5 August 1966, In support of Operation Prairie, 212 passengers,
44700 pounds of cargo, and 13 med-evacs Were carried,

6 smugust 1966, In a variety of missions, squadron aircraft stood
med~evac zt Marble Mountgin, TIT MAP courier, Pim Bali med-evac,
let Marine resupply, 3th Marine resupply, aml szasorted administrg-
tive runs, in zdition to supporting (Qperation Prgirie at Dong Ha.

At appromimately 1720, 4 .alrcraft weze involved in a recon ine-
gsertien for Operation Prairie. after landing, the fourth alrcraft,
TR 9, experienced probtlems znd subsequently crashed into the #rees,
The siroraft burned, but the orew escapeds The pilot received mod-
erate injuries, the crew chief minor inau.ne sy and the ether crew
members were unhurt,

Additiongl alrcraft were lgunched to retract the troops and
insert them into a different location,

- Totals for the day included 136 passengers, 18 med-evacs, and

11,25 peunis of cargos.

6¢ One hundred eighty six passengers, 13 med-evacs,
and 5,400 peundg of cargo were carried smupporting Operatien Prairie. -
Eight elrerasft supported Operatien Prairie aml 6 other alroraft
perfoarmed a recon retraction, revon 1nse:ct. an a»erial racon, and
__an admimgtration run t0-Dg Rangy—— - — - o

ENCLOSURE (1) (1)
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o In support of (peration Prairie squadron alreraft
carried 185 pgssengers, 2 med-evacsy axd 1,200 pounds of carge,

At approxdmately 1830, YR 22, involved in an emergency AWAN=
ition resupply, received automatic and smgll arms fire, One 50
cale round passed through the cazbin , wounding two passergers and
killing the gummer, Two other airoraft in the flight recelived hits
but sustained no camaltiese

In support of the 4th Marives two alrcraft carried 7,000 pounds
of cargo, 120 passengers, and 2 med~evacge -

st o In suppart of (peration Prairie and an sdminigtrative
flight to Marble Mountain squadron aircraft carried 93 paesengers,
and 4,95 poeunds of carge,

10 meust 1966, Med~evac aireraft today carried 3 priority I ARVN
Ned~evacg, 2 routine ARVN med=cvatsy 1 UsS. med-evac, and 3 VWO med-
GVapse
In support of the 4th Morires, squadron sireraft performed a
variety of missiens, an emergency recon retraction of 4 mea from
YC 905995 was performed with an escort #f 2 -4 aircraft of MAG-12,
a resupply %o hill 225 carried 3,100 pounds of cargo On a routine
recon insert and retraction 29 passengers were carried, Whilethe
- flight was still alrborns sm this mission, 6 bogtleads of VC were
Cbgerved en the river at YD 730103, ard ineffective smsll srmg fire
wag received, DASC was notified and 2 F=8 gircraft from MaGell
were diverted to the scene, Three boats were destroyed and the
others damaged,
On sn sdmindstrative run to Marble Mountsin and in eupport of
- .Cperation Prairie squadron airoraft carried 57 passengers and 1,50C ¢
pounde of cargOs

11 suzust 1966. In suppart of the 4th Morines squadron aireraft
flew a convoy escort from Dg Nang to Plm Bgl and return, toek a
medical team to the Jurk Fleet base, and a resupply wgs made, Thirty
four passengers were carrieds

At spproximately 0330 two alroraft vere required in the vicirity
of YD 395677 for a med=evac of 8 WIA and 2 KIA, They were UeSe
Coast Guard personmnel who were in a cutter mistaken by the U.S. AR
to be a VC PT boat,

Other med-evaos fLown in the ares included 3 ARVN medeovees and
1 USA med-evacs

12 mpeust 1966, Mod-evac alrcraft were lsmnched 4 timeg for ARVN
med-evacs t0 D=5, Quang Tri, YD 684304, and YD-900187 for-16 ARVN -
“med-evass and 1 US med-evac,

Squadron airereft in suppert of OQparstion Prairie s the 4th
Morires caxried 16 passengers ani 100 pounds of cargo,

A reaction force of 49 troops was inserted in the vicinity of
XD 930570 at the site of a downed UH-13.

- EBRRST w . :
KBIT ”35 f @%ggwm
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% + In sapport of (peration Prairie elx slroraft carried
107 passengers, 4 VC, and 400 pourds of carg0.
' In a regupply of Hill 225 2 aircrai‘t oayried % passengers and
7,95) pounds of cargo,
Two aircraft launched on I Cczrps med—evac 5 times carrying 5

. imed=evece and B8 passengers.

. Two alrcxaft flew to Mardble Mountedn for mich needed miroraft
. parts carrying 9 passengers and 1,700 poundg of cargoe

‘A4 sugust 1966, In support of Operation Prairie, 8 aircraft carried
101 pasgengers snd 5,800 pounds of cargOs
In gnother Hill 225 resupply 2 sircraft oarried 103 pessengers
and 94600 pounds of ¢argo.
One aircraft flew to Marble Mmmtﬁn with 6 passengers and 1,000
pounig of cargo,

t . Pour airoraft in suppoart of Operation Prairie carr- |
icd 6 passengers and 1,000 poundg of oargo,
" Four aircraft in support of the 4th Marines carried 28 passengers
and 500 pounds of cargO. v
I Corps support conslsted of 2 alroraft carrying 7 AHVN medecvracs
end 2 VT,
Three ailrcraft of the Ath Marines suppert assisted an ARMY TH-1E
in lifting 198 troops in search of 2 USA advisors capturad from the
ARVN's gbout 5 mlleg northeast of le Bal,

16 _sumgt 1966, In sapport of the 4th Merines 3 alroraft carried
5% pessengers ard 1 med-evac,
: Operation Przirie had 2 airoraft that carried 27 passengers.
Ore aircraft flew a courier to Marble Mountain and carried 11
passengers and 1,450 pounds of oargo,
Two aircraft flew I Corps support anl had 2 med-cvacs.

17 sumugt 1966, Oneé aircraft was lainched to Khe San with g UH-1E
esoort to pick wp z med-evac at XD 691366. The Lzotian med-evac
would not get into the plans, 80 the flight returned, The UH-1E
recelved 1 hit from small arms fire, -

Two alrveraft on I Corps support had one med~-evao,

Foarth Marine suppact aj.rcrsft carried 65 passergers and 3,450
pounds of omrgo with 2 aircraft, -

Two alroraft on Operetion Pralrie support flew 4 passengers
and 1 med-ovas,

8 €. One alroraft oarried 10’ pessengers and 2,200 pmnds o

of oaygo on s courier to Marble Mwuntmin,

On Gperation Prairie 5 airoraft carried €1 passengers am 2,650
pounis of ocargC,.

One glreraft had 1 moed-evao. _ '

Faur aircereft flew I corps supports They oarried 29 med-evaos
and 14 passerngexrs, At spproximatsly 0100 the med-ovas plane was
launched to Hue %0 evasuate oiviliang who had heen injured dy a

WA deed h Yok bhussncn Qb - sAvcwtimand aaArarnmal Fale
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Hue hospitazl soey became overcrowded so "a" Med agreed to help oute
Soon after the first plane load of med-evacs were tsken to "a" Med
decision was mede to return sll vietims to Hue hogpital,

19 mgust 1966, Seven aircraft stood support for Operation Prairig
They carried 110 passengers amd 5,600 pounis of cargo,

Fourth Marine support was hzndled by 2 aireraft, They carried
19 passengers and3,700 pounds of cargO.

A two plane courier was sent $0 Marble Mountsin carrying 19
passengers and 1,300 pounds of cargo,

I Corps support was flown by one gircraft, There were 10 meds
evacs gnd 20 pounds of blood tgken from P Bai to Hue hospitale

- st 1966, Six aircraft supporting Operation Prairie carried
22,370 pounds of cargo and 6 passengerse

Two alreraft standing med-evac @arried 2 passengers amd 1 med-
evac.

Four HMM-16l aircrsft together with three aircraft from HMM-163
and ene prmy UH=1D lifted 192 tr00ps to YD 8524 amd YD 8724 in gsearch
of two cgptured UeS. Advisors,

2. _ggugt 1066, Two aircraft stood med-evac and carried 6 medeevacs.
They received fire from cocrdinates YD 999121 and YD 970160 but )
sustained no hitg,

Slx alroraft supported Operation Prairie and carried 153 pass-
engers and 17,360 pounds of cargOs

Two adrecraft supported the Ath Marines and carried 60 passene
gers and 34350 pounds of cargo,

Two aircraft supported I Copps and carried 10 med-evacsy 1 VO,
ard 1,100 pounds of cargo,

A courier flight of 2 aircraft went to Marble Mountsin carry-
ing 9 passengers and 2,150 pounds of cargo,.

22 maugt 1966 Mo aircraft carried 26 medmevacse

Five airoraft in support of the 4th Marire cawmried 90 passen-
gers and 9,050 pounds of cargo,

In suppert of Operation Prgirie 8 alreraft carried T9 passengers
and 24450 poaunds of cargoe

25 msugh 1966, Two med-evac aircraft carried 8 ARVN med-evacs
and T UeSe med=evacss

Fourth marine support required 2 aircraft that carried 87 pass-
engers and 49,298 pounlg of cargOes

24 @&gﬁ 1966s. In support.of the 4th Marines 6 eireraft carried”

33 passengers and 3 med-evacse

Cre alreraft on a courier flight to Marble Mountain carried 10
v assengers and 300 pounds of carge,

One eircraft in support of T Corps carried 11 med-evacss

One aircraft tock Be Geny, English t0 Hue Citadel.

Eight aircraft supported Operation Prairie and carried 133 pasa~
engerss T med-evacse and 8.42% vainds of CarzOa
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_25__5_1_&1_&__&6_. Pour aircraft supparted Operation Prairie amd cm'ied
67 passengers g 32,800 pounds of carg® }
Three aircraft in support of the 4th Marines carried 117 passen~
gers and 4 med-evacs, _
T™wo alreraft flew I Corps support and carried 7 med-evacs.

26 _meust 1966, Right aireraft in support of Gpergtion Prairie

‘carried 291 passengers 15 med-evacs, and 1,000 paaunds of cargoO.

One aircraft flew I Corps suppart and carried 10 med~evacse

Two aircraft flew local med-evac and carried § passengers and
29 med-eVACSe

T™wo aircraft flew a courier hop to Marble Mountsin with 12 pass~
engers and 2,200 pounds of cargde

2L meust 1966, Seven airoraft in support of (peration Prairie carried
59 paasengers and 16,500 pounds of cargos
One glroraft ﬂy:lng support for I Corps carried 9 med-eva,os.

28 _mgugt 1966s Six edreraft in suppart of Operation Prairie carried
104 passengars, 4 md-evacs, ard 17,260 pounds of cargo,

Four aircraft flew 4th Marine support and carried 2 med-evacs
and 18 passengers.,

Ore giroraft on I Corps support. carried 11 med-evace.

Two airoraft flew a courier to Marble Mountain and carried 10
passengerg aml 2,050 poundsg of cargos,

st 1966. In support of the Ath Marines 2 siroraft carried
5 passengers and 4 med-evacs, One med-evac was partioularly
noteworthy, as it necossitated 5 90 foot hover at 1,000 feet of
altitude anl g basket pick up of a U.S. wounded, This was completed
without incident, ‘
Six aireraft in support of Operation Prairie carried 14l passengers,
4 med-evaos and 18,925 pounds of cargo,
Two aircraft flew I Coms gapport and carried 2 med-evacss
17 passengers, and 18,150 pounds of cargos
Four aircraft carried 28 passengers ant 3,850 pounds of cargo
in the DaNang aress

30 eugt 1966, Ten aircraft were committed to (peration Pralries
One alroraft was support for cperation Pavnee and carried 6 med-evaps,

6. Eleven alrcraft stood Gperation Prairie support
flying resupply, recon, am med-evac nﬂ.sd.ons.
< S .
One alroraft flew to Marble Mountain. T
One alroraft stood local and Operation Pavnee med-evace IR 24
during a med-evac at YD 425558, received guiomatio wegpons. fire
resulting in mmercus hits, One round went through the cockplt
windshield, spraying the pilot wl.th glass, The Pilot received

minor cuts on the face and md:
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b Persgomndl. LtCcle S. F. Martin replaced LteCole We Re Quinn
as Comgnding Officer an 10 mgust 1966, During the momth of mgust,
15 officers were joined and eight offiders were dropped for a totsl
of 54 officers on hande During the game period, six erlisted were
Joined and 13 were drcpped for o total of 156 on hand,

Three officers were grarded g regular comlssion in the United
States Marine Corps during mguste.

One mgn was promoted to E-7, six to B=4 axd four to E-3 all eff-
ective 1 maust 1966,

Be Cividl Affairs, Due to incresged enemy activity within the
TAOR during maust, the squadronts civil affairs program was held
$0 a minimm, 3 large amount of clothing has been gathered by the
squadron and it is anticipated that it will be distributed through~
out the civilian area during Septenmber,

Ce Special Servioces, Late in sugust two professiongl shows
entertained HMM-161, Both shows were thoughly enjoyed by squadron
persormel,

Is ISO, Home town news releases and short news articles have
contimed to be forwarded to appropriate home town news media and
far egst military news papers. These articles reflected personsl
sfards ard promotions during the month of guguste Wing ISO personnsl
were agbttached to the squairon during this time, working in conjunction
with the squadron IS0 offiocer,

Fe Awerds & Decorations., Capte Po Fo Janas received the disgting~
uihed flying oross far his outstanding performance of duty while
flying on a rescue mission south of Dz Nang.

Capts Z+ V. Lamasous received the Bronze ster for his cutstand-
ing performance of duty after his sircraft wes downed by enemy fire
south of Da Nang.

8zte I: D. Gordon received the Bronze star for his cutstanding
performance of duty when rescueing two downed zir foroe personnel,

sgte Jo Co Howard, Sgte R. W. Sizemore ami L/Cple J« R Barry
received the Navy Commendakion medgl.

Twelve first award sir Medals were also mrarded during the month
of mgust,

Fo Caualties. On 6 mpgust, 1/Lt, Ds P. Cardinal received
gevere burns due to his airoraft orashing =fter an englne failure,
The accident occured approximately 50 miles M of Plm Bai, 1/Lt.

Cardinel was evacuated to CONUS,

On 8 pngust; the squadron sustained 1 KIA, CPL. R. L. Belkngp
was kllled when the giroraft in which he was flying as aerial gunner
was riddled by enemy fire while on an emergensy resupply mesion,
The aotion took place approximately 50 miles W of P Bal.
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On 31 mguet the squadron sustained 1 WIA when Capts Wi Hi Rever
was wounded while on g medical evacuation mission gprodmbately

45 miles W of Pl Bal, Capt Rever returned to duty with the squaede
ran 1 September 1986,

ENCLOSURE (1) () Qﬁ@@ ET
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l. Flight (perstiond Statlsties

Hours Flewn 1264,
Sortles 35629
Pax 5011
Med-avacs 353
Cargo (tong) 221
IRVN support (hrs.) 1149

© 2« Speclal ®erations, The squadron participsted in the Operations
below, with the results shown, More detailed information is conteined om
the narrative section of this clrrondlogy,

PERATION N PASSENGERS CARGO  MED-EVACS
INQLUSIVE DATE ST e

PRAIRIE 3,248 162, 5 211
(2-31)

OrT 5.4 238 Ie5 0
(0-3)

P AW NEE 18 ) 3

(26-31)

. PR R T S
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' MALNTENANCE ‘DD ARTRENT

1 -mgst 1966, HMM-O51 bhed phralogl ond reporting custody o {wenty
four (24) elrewafi, I3 18 (148277); howcvur, was in an BC (non-fly-
dle) status. The fulloring a'zicaft transacilons cocurrad dwring dhe
nonths
¢ maust 1966, 150252 was stidice from the Navy Inventery
10 mgust 1966, L40TT was sent o FAPRA aboard a C-124
10 mugust 1966, 150723 was recaiyai from HEMS.16 by EMM-161

Tas mouth closed with HML16Y having physical and reporting cues
tody of twenty-three (23) Axaraft,
AVALS ABTLITY. DIuxing the momth of migust the sqasdzon flaw 12641
hours while malntalning an arverags svellsbility of 43.8% The fall-
owing 1g a bredcdown of the camses of nonavailabilityr

pzceert mi of commdesion parts (AOCP's) - 1648%

Engine Changes 1Lo5%
Majar Component Changes SeT%
Calendar Inspections . 4e6%
Component Adjustment 3eT%
Matsl Work _ : 2.9%

" Troubleshooting 2e2% -
Minor Component Chengos 240%
Aviomics 105%
Miosell ansous 2,6%

In terms of alroraft this means four (4) alroraft were down for .
40CP, 3 ware down far ewgime changes, Zhwere down for magjor component
ochanges, 1 was down for calemdar inspection, 1 was down for component
sdJustment and 13 were davn far mlgcellanatus regsons,

PARTS, The following is s bredcdown of the components uged during the
months B .

Bigires 14 Maln Rator BYades 2T
- Magnetog 13 T-il Rotar Blades 61
Carbuerators 13 Trummion Spacers 16
€lutcheg ‘ Countexvwelight Bearings 28
Fan Aesy .
Contravane Assy

®) Collers

Starters

" Bydramlics Pumps

Fuel Punps

Tach Goneratarg

Mdln Gogr Box

Tell Rotor pssy
Intermedtate Gear Bex

AY

i
)

o .
HUWW-IN ™ Ol

The murber of mfn rotor blades used in_magust wes mare than those ueed
i¥ tha fam [A) nrocadine monthe. The mumber of tall rotor blades ueed
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" 4 Becase of the irregulsxity of courier flights to Marble

Mountgin priority 02 items (A€P and ANFE) are being phoned into
Grogr whenever =z courdier flight 1s unavailable,

Be A cemplete Marine Corps Praperty inventory was held during
this past month

Ca An additional BPN 01 allotment of § 7000 was gramted to the
pquadron during the month,

D, The following POL expenditures were reporteds
AVGAS. 103,378 Gal $6,57.48
AVOIE. 1,760 Gl $880,00
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S-2 Sunmery for the Month of mgust 1966

During the month of mgust, narmsl intelligence funotions were
conducted by the S-2, The enemy crder of battle and gll fire ineid-
ents were dispayed on the situation mgp in the realy room, A ourrent
enemy order-of-battle file was glso mainteined, In gddition, gl1
friendly urits were also maintained on the sgltuation mep,

The dally situation brief conduted by the 4th Marimes were gtte
ended by squadron S-2 personnel, This 1s the only mesns of learning
gbaut the current situation in the TAOR, The Commanding Officer was
kept informed of the situation in the Hue/Phu Bzl TiOR,

The fire incldents far the month totaled 20, involving 24 alraraft,
4 of which were hits One alrcraft sustained 7 hits anl ome KIA amd
one minor WIA

The Iogs of ST Furtrey ard (PLe Iia Combe during the month of
Mgust has left a large vacanoy in the intell Reomve persommel situation,
The squadron S=l officer and the Grompy S~2 officer are aware of thlg
problem, This squadron will be provided with the necessary intelligonce
persomael @s soon s the men become availsble,

The weather for mgust showed s mrked incresse in both rainfall
and Al ud cover, Howwver, this did not have any signtigicant offect
on flight gperations conimotad thie month,

()
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