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HEADQUARTERS _
Marine Aircraft Group 36
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac

FPO, San Francisco 96602
3:RLE:fp
5750
Sers 03A25769
15 September 1969

.’ .
mmsiﬁed upon removal of enclosures (1) through (7)

’ From: Commanding Officer
e Commanding General, lst Marine Alrcraft Wing, MMFPac (Attn: G=3)

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 August to 31 August 1969 (U)

A¢-oulL/

Ref: (a) MCO 575042
- (b) RMFPacO 5750.8
(e¢) Wg0 5750.1C

‘/1) MAG=36 Command Chronology August 1969
2) H&MS=36 Command Chronology August 1969 )
) MABS=36 Command Chronology August 1969 Fulect
i) MMH=361 Command Chronology August 1969
fB) HMM=362 Command Chronology August 1969\ , /)
A6) HMI~367 Command Chronology August 1969 |~%f2
A7) HME=L62 Comend Chronology August 1969

BEncl
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. 1, In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and (c),
. enclosures (1) through (7)é¥e herewith submitted.
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 HEADQUARTERS
Marine Aircraft Group 36

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO San Francisco, 96602

COMMAND CHRONOIOGY.--

. 1 August 1969 to 31 August 1969
| TwDEx

PART I = ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

PART IT = NARRATIVE SUMMARY

PART IfI' » SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGUIFICANT EVENTS
PART IV =~ SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS .
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PART I
Organizational Data

‘
o~

1 Comanders and Staff of MAG=36 and attached Squadronss

co
X0
X0
ADJ
5=
Sm2

MAG=36
1 = 31 August CoL
1~ 8 lugust LTCOL
9 = 31 August LTCOL
1 = 31 August CAPT
1 = 31 August MAJ-
1 = 31 August CAPT
1 = 2l August 'LTCOL
25 = 31 August . LTOOL
1 = 20 August MAJ
21 = 31 August MAJ
1 = 31 August LTCOL
1 =~ 31 August 1SILT
1 = 31 August CAPT
1 ~ 31 August LCIR
1 =« 31 August WO=1
1 = 31 August LCDR~
1 ~ 31 August 1STLT
1 = 20 August CWO=2
21 = 31 August 1STLT
1l =~ 23 August ClfOm2
2L, = 31 August 1STLT
1 =~ 31 August MAJ
1 = 31 August CART
1 « 16 August 1STLT
17 = 31 August 1STLT
1 = 10 August CAPT
11l = 31 August CAPT
1 = 30 August CAPT
31 . August 1STLT
1~ 2 August SGTMAJ
3= 31 August SGTIAJ
H&MS=36
1 = 31 August LTCOL
1 =~ 31 August MAJ
1 ~ 31 August 1STLT

NOAH Co NEW
RALPH THUESEN
WLLLIAM Ro RICE
BOBBY L. HARBISON
HOWARD Do GRESS
GUY R. HANSEN
MERLIN V. STATZER
JACK Ee SCHLARP
JOHN Ju MGMENAMIN, JRs
BOBBY Ge¢ ANTHIS
OLIVER R, BARRITT
KENNETH Jo DAVIS
ROEERT Be GAUNTNER
BASIL H. STRUTHERS
ROGER L PETERSON
DAVID Do PARKER
RICHARD 4o DITTMAN
JOSEPH Jo KOSINSKI
IAWLER Fo GATLIN
RAYMOND F. COLON
KENNETH R. HOIMES
CHARIES L. CAREY
VIS A JULREZ
GARY Go SVEAD
STEPHEN ATTELL
DAVID Se CRIGHTON
IARRY Jo KUESTER
FOBBY L. HAREISON
JOHN G JONES
JAMES R. SKINNER
BERNARDINO Re STAELLE

JAMES Be BELL
CHESTER Le WHIPPLE
WALTER S. COVER

Enclosure (1)
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MABS»
Co 1 = 31 Aupust LTCOL RONALD E, NELSONW
X0 , 1 ~ 10 Auzust HMAJ WILLIAM Je. SHRINER
X0 11 =~ 31 August MAJ Joill A, HELLRIEGEL
Arfleld OpsO 1 ~ 31 August MAJ EDWIN We LOCKARD
MATCU-68
01C 1~ 31 August CAPT WILILIAM Ee McCOLLUL

i# % He361
1 « 31 August LTCOL KERIT We- ANDRUS

o
0 1 ~ 31 August  MAJ PETER Fe LOTTSFELOT
OpsO 1 = 31 August  HAJ 2A0E V. LAMASCUS

% % H\Rim362
1 =~ 21 August LTCOL JACK Lo SCHILARP

s
X0 1 e 21 August HMAJ I0UTS Ge SASSO
OpsO 1 ~ 21 August MAJ BOBBY Gs ANTHIS
- Be367

co 1 ~ 31 August LTCOL BOBBY Re WILKINSON
X0 1 = 31 August MAJ CHARLES M, ILIVELY
OpsO 1 ~ 31 August MAJ JOINN M, COYKENDALL

| =162
co 1 = 31 August LTCOL RONDELL K, WOOD
X0 1 =~ 31 August MAJ JACK MAXWELL

s0 1 ~ 31 August MAJ IAMAR Ve PHILLIPS

HH~361 Reported OPCON to HMAG~36 27 Aug 69

% -

%  HO361 Reported ADCON to HAG=36 1 Aug 69

#

# % IMM-302 Relocated 21 Aug 69, rsported ADCON/OPCON to FMFLANT

2, Xask Organization and Unit Location

WNIT ' IO CATION DATE
MAG~36 Fue/Phu Bai 1 = 31 August
H2i1536 Hue/Phu Rai. 1 =~ 31 August
MABS~36 Hue/Phu Bal 1 = .31 August
MATCU~68 Hue/Phu Bai. 1l

2
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HMH=361 Hue/Phu Bal 1 = 31 August
HiM=362 Hue/Pu Bai 1 = 21 August
HMLA367 Hue/Phu Bai 1 ~ 31 August
HiH=}62. Hue/Phu Bai 1 - 31 August

3s Average Honthly Strength

UNIT MAR OFF MAR %\IL AV OFF NAV INL
H&5~36 60 L22 1 0
MABS=36 17 540 2 21
MATCU=G8 7 18 0 0
@ MHw361 36 169 0 0
HMM~362 30 165 1 0
HMI~367 LS 130 1 0
HMI=L62 Lo 190 1 0

e Important Visitors to MAG=36

ae 12 August: Briefed by MAG=36 |Supply Officer.

Captain P. CROSBY, SC, USH, 119D, Subic Bay
Captain Je« Re CARSWELL, USIC, Liaison Officer, NSD,
Sukd.c Bay

be 18 August: Distinguished guest at relocation ceremony for HTf362- .

BrigGen R. He SPANJER, USIC, CG MMAW Aux Hdg
. BrigGen Re FULLER, USIC, Asst CG 3rd MARDIV

Col We Co DOTY JRe¢, USIC, CO SLMWA

Col We L. MACQUARRIE, USHC, Cof3 MMAW Aux Idg

Col Re Ae SAVAGE, [USMC, CO MWSG~L7

ce 26 August: Inspected MAG=3G. |
BrigGen We Ge JOIAISON, USHC, Asst CG RMAW
Visited MAG=36.
Col Jo Ee BRUCE, USMC, prospective CO MNAGw16
Col Ee Jo ARTHAK, (USHC, prospective lstliAW Compiroller
LtCol E. S. MURPIY, USIC, prospective Agst CofS G=3 .

lstiiAw
LtCol We Ko PARCELL, USIC, prospective OpsO G=3 lstlil

3 Enclosure (1)
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PART II

Harrative Surmazy

M4G=36 logged 3517.1 flight hours dwrdng the month of Auguste The Group
performed its mission by providing support to III MAF, the UsS. Axmy, the
Regpublic of Korea lMarines and forces of the llopublic of Vietname To meet
tho months commitment, the Group participated in seven major ground oper—
atlons in the I Corps Tactical Area. :

The aircraft of 11AG-~30 used to augment PHAG~39 3n support of the 3rd MAR
IIV consisted of a dailly average complamentof 3 (=534, 7 UH=1E and until

@ 15 iusust, 7 U3iDta,  On ten differemt occasions from 1 o 2 CHeS3A and
m 12 occasions from 1 to 3 Ul=lE alrcraft wore provided %o augment MAG=~16,
The UsSs -Army was provided 2 Ull=1E gunships daily to camplete their “Prairie
Fire" package.

On 9 August, a UllE aircraft from HMI-367 was shot down while participating
In operation "Prairie Fire', The aircraft sustained strike damagee Two
cYew mahberas were rescued uninjured and two are missing in actione -

e "Ugly Lngels? of DM4=~362 chopped ADCOI/OPCO to CG, FMFLANT on 21 Augme’
1969 The squadron of UH=3LD aircraft, last of its type to see duty with
tho Marine Corps in Vietnam, takes with it an impressive four year combat®
records (See section IV).

B{~361 roported ADCON on 1 August and OPCOI on 27 August to MAG=36, M3
operating with 18 CHm534 aireraft glves MAG~36 two Nardine Heavy Holicopion
. Squadrons.

Hue/Phu Bai Combat Bage experlenced S mortar/roclket attacks during fugust
with no damago to property or casualties to personnel in MAG=36e Fnemy °
activity has contimually increased in the fom of civilian assassinations,
kidnapping, terrorism and political intimidation and indoctrination throush-
out the [UE/PUU BAI areae i

Tho civic action teams of MAG=36 wore active durdng the month completing
construction on tho Phu Inong refugee school, wiring of homes in Phu Imong
rofugee camps, delivoring chairs, school desks, and building matorial to
Tin Iinh school in iuoce In addition, a U.S, Army movie tcam spent 2 Yoys
maling movics of the civic action program to bo usod for training of new
parsommel in civic action work and for apeoramiant record of (ivic Action

work in Vistname
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PART IIX

Significant Evonts

Yo Air Oporations

as 1AG~36 accomplished the following duxing tho month of August:
Hollicoptor C=117D

(1) Flight Hours - = = = = =~ = = = - = 35;1_-7.1 813
(2) Sortics = = = === = = = = » ~ = 12 s 17k 135
(3) Passongers Carricd - = ~ = = = = = 1,368 1,270
() Tons of Cargo Carriod = = = = = = 5617,4 3449
(5) tlodical Ivacuecs Carriod = = = -~ =~ 38 0

be During August, MAG=36 augmontod aircraft to PiAG=39 for support
to the 3rd larine Division, U.S. Army in support of Prairie Fire, and
MAGw16 for support to the lst Marine Division and the Xorean Marine Forces
Statistics follow:

PMAG=39
Clb3h = = = = = = = = = w i 3 daily average
HWlE = = = % = = = = o m e mm e 7 daily average
Ue3lD = = = m = = = = m e m e e m e m 7 daily average 1-15 Avy
UeSe ARMY
UBlE = = = = = = = = = e e e .- 2 alrcraft daily
MAG~16
CCHE3A = - m s e e m e e = m s e 1 4o 2 4/C on 10 occasions
UPll = == = = = m e e e e m = 1 %o 3 A/C on 12 occasions

ce Down Alrcraft Statistics:
Oporational DEA

Forcod to land = = = = = = = = = =~ ~ = Ly 1
Rocovered = = - = = = = = = ~ - .- Ly 0
Dostroyed = = = = = = = = =~ =~ = = 0

5 Enelosure (1) )
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ds Ineomy Xilloed Ly Air:

2« Ground Operations Supported

OPERATIONS UNITS TOR FLT RS  SQRTIES  PAL  CARGO (TOiS)
Georgla Tar 3rd MARDIV  1132.2 3665 5834 Lohh.8
Idaho Canyon 3rd MARDIV 71843 235 2372 Thl.l
Durham Poak 1st MARDIV 168,6 615 1773 3Le7
o Arlington Canyon 3rd HARDIV 17,1 16 10
Iroquois Grove  3rd MARDIV 19,2 72 Lh 045
LVictory Dragon XLV st MARDIV 37.2 125 91
Prairic Fire UeSe ARMY 20743 L5k L
Others III MAF/RAW 121647 5762 20 59643

3+ Basec Defensg

as No fire incidents along MAG-36 porimctiere

ba Patrol activity:

. Night patrol hours = = =~ = = = = - = 100
Day patrol hours = = = = = = = = = - i
Houps spont improving perimeter - - 380
. Ce Ordnance cxpoended: |
Illumination = =~ = = = = = = = - - - 112 rds
Gronados LOmn = = = = = = = = = ~ - 2 rds

Lhe Intelligence

as Roclkob/mortar attacks against Phu Bai Combat Basce

1L Augugt = = = = = = = == e 15 liortar rounds
7 BPG rounds

12 Avgust = =~ = = = = =~ = = = = =~ ; 12211 rockets

17 August = = = = = = = . .- . .- 3 12201 rockets

20 August = = = = = = =« = - h 122001 rockets

2T Aupust = = =~ = = = = = - - -~ - 7 122111 rockets

There wore no casualties or proporty damage to HAG=36,

6 Enclosure !1!
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b.v Fire Incidents by grid zone involving 1{AG=36 alrcraft.

YD« 9 FIL =~ ) HIT
XDw~9 FI =~ ) HITS
AT =~ 1, FL =» O HITS
Class Coord 2 FL = 5 HITS

DECLASSIFIED

ce Fire Incidont Statistics:
Aireraft damaged - - =~ ~ - ~ =~ ~~==10
Fire incidents to hours flom = - = =~ 1 to 157.5
Hit incldents to fire incldents - - - 1 to 241 (47%
‘ 5¢ Administration

as Porsonncl stwrongth remained constant during August.

be Casuvaltios:

oFF  BL
Hogpitalizing injurics nonwhostile USIC 1l 19
Hospitalizing injuries non=hostilo UV 0 0
WIA 0 1
KIA 0 0
TA 1 1
Killed non=hostile USMC 0 0
Killod non=hostilec USY 0 0

. 0. Civic Action

7 August - L5 children were entorbained with refreshmonts

and a movie at the HAG-36 STCO Clube

12 = 13 Auvgust =~ U.S. Army movie team from-Saigon spent two days
making a movie of the 1IAG~36 Civic Action Program,.
This included tours of the orphanage, .refugee
camps and schools that tho Group Units support.
This movie and still pictures will be used for
training of now porsonnel in Civic Action work
and for a pormanont record of Civic Action work
in Vietname

13 Aupust ~ Parsonal Response School was conductod for 60
porsonnol from MAG=36," This includod a L hour
locture on the History, Traditlon and Customs of
tho Vietnameosc pooplo and a one half day tour
of THUY PLU villago and surrounding aroae

7 Enclosurc !!l
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17 Avgusgt ~ Cmnpleted repair and painting of the PHU LUONG rofugeo
camp school.

20 August ~ Ropairs camploted on old Fronch generator and gonorator
delivored to P Imong rofugoo campe Installing the
gonorator and wiring of fivo houscd for the officals of
tho refugoes camp was done by volunteors from larino
Air Basc Squadron 36,

23 August ~ Thirty school desks mado by HUE Prison wore dolivered
to HEMSe36 and MABS~36 Civic Action Toamse Tho school
dosks are for tho orphanage and refugoo schools that
those units support. liaterdal for construction -of tho
30 dosks was delivored to tho HUE Prison by 1MAG=36 Civic
Action Team during July 1969. .

de OQff ~ Duty Hiucation. Tho MAG=36 off = duty education program
continue g Auguste Progress is as follows:

(1) G<152 Gonoral Hath II. This courso startodly August and is
axpocted to be coploto 10 Octobore Elght studonts aro attonding tho c¢lase.

(2) Be10L iiinth Grade English IT. This course sbarted L August
and is expected to be carrple'ﬁe 10 Octobere BEight students are attonding

the class.

(3) B-EI? Be%%g Fronch, This courso started 18 August and .
expocted to bo camp Octobors ﬂmo_studmrbs aro attending the clasr.
(4) D467 lodorn Far East History. This course started 20 August

mdf is oxpocte camplo ctobore Two students arc attonding the
8Se

(5) D~5§3 Introduction to Busincsse This coursc staibod 19 August
acg: is expected to be complote 15 Octobors Ono gtudont 1s attonding the
8Se

(6) D-SML Porgommel Manazemonts This course started 18 Awgust
and is expovted to be complote 1o October. Two students are attending tho
classe

(7) The following tosts worc glven:

(a) GED Tost = = = « = =« = = = = 1 Student
(b) Collogo Comprohonsive Tost = 1 Student
(c) BEnd of Course Tosts =~ ~ - - 6 Studants

8 E‘- closuro
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ce VWookly vigits to hospitalizeod Marines at 22nd Surgical Hospital,
Phu Bal, and tio 85th Evacuation Hospital, Phu Bai, were made by senior
officors of the Group.

fo Chaplain Sorvices.

(1) During tho month of Aupust, the assigned Chaplains conducted
Divine Sexvices for porsomnel of the Protestant and Catholic faithse Divine
Sorvicos were available for Lattor Day Saints persomiocl at the 1AG=36
Chapel and for Jewlsh personnel at the XIV Corps Chapele

- (2) The Catholic Chaplain conductod Divine Sczvicos at PMAG=39 and
. MCB=l oach Wodnesday oveninge The Catholic Chaplain also conducted weekly
lassos for outlaying CAG unitss The Protestant Chaplain conducted Divine
Sorvices at 1ISA, Colco Boach cach week throughout tho month, Hospital
visits woro made to 1IAC~36 persomnol at the 35th Ivacuation Hospitale

(3) "A total of 56 services were conducted aboard the HAG=36 com-
pound with 1,2L7 persomnel attendinge A total of 5 choir pratices wore
held aboard I1AG~36 campound with attendance of 56 perosomnel, Offwbasc
sorvicos totaled 32 with 726 in attendancos There wore also religious fila
ghowings with a total attendance of 305 The lLatter Day Saints conducted
3 sorvices in tho iAG~36 Chapel with 28 in attondances

(L) A total of four indoctrination lecturcs with an attendance of
107 wero .giton by tho Chaplains during the month to new porsomnel arriviay
aboarde Also, oo joint~memordial sorvice was conducted at PHAG=39 with
attondance of 65. '

(5) In addition to their primary dutios, the 1AG-36 Chaplains
maintained contact with theoir Vietnamese countorpartse Visits were made
and assistance givien to the Amerdcan funs in IUZ, Christian Brothers
Catholic Orphanange in IUE; Catholic Orphanage in PHU LUOHG; tho TTl TANI -
Churchy School and Orphanages in PIU IUOHG and HUE; tho AN~KAIH THUY=LUOHG-
HUNG Orphanage in PiU LUOHG and the refugoe villago in PHU LUOHGe Chaplain
Civic Action gifts for tho month consisted of 16 truck loads of fill dirt,
ono (x6 of scrap lwmbor, 165 lbse of used clothing, 135 lbss of food stuffs
and $1050600 in ‘denationse

(6) The Chaplains arranged fcur tours of IUE with a total of 58
mon participating.

-(7) Tooldy Lattor Tay Sainds sorvicos arc now boing conducted in
tho MAG-36 Chapol on Sunday afternoons at 1500. Tho Army Latter Day Saints
Chaplain conducts thom onco a month and a lay-=leador the romaining Sundayse.
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(8) ‘Chaplain Bishop from MCG~1 conducted Sunday morning sorvice
while Chaplain Struthors was on Rotreat in Japan from 28 July to 7 August.

(9) Tho extornal beautification of 1iAG=35 Chapol is now morc
than 50 per cont completods Construction of the small chapols on tho
second floor is stlill wndorway and nocaring complotion.

6e Spocial Servicos

ae The following notoworthy Spccial Soxwvicos ovonbds wore conductod
during August 1969,

DATE EVINT REARES
7 August Stage Show The Soul Patrol" porformod on the stago

of tho Amphitheatre at 1300,

21 Avgust Stage Show 1The Dunikor Rrigade' porformed on the
stage of tho Amphitheatre at 1300,

23 August Stago Show Tho Donnle James Show' performed on -
the stage of tho Amphithoatro at 1900,

26 August Stage Show "The Frod Thompson Show! performed ci
the stage of tho Amphithoatre at 120C,

1-31 August Picnics 4 total of 18 unit/squadron picnics
were hold during tho month,

131 August Colco Becach A total of four wnits participated in
Colco Boach particse

bs The following special projccts wore conductod and/or complotod
during tho momth:

PROJECT DETAILS

Skeot Shotguns The skoot shotzuns woro recturnod from
Okiinaway and tho skeot range was fully
operational,

50 1ile Club Three 50 Iilo Club Cortificatca wore

- ecarnod and prosonted.
7¢ ILogmistics
‘ae Tho Tactical Airfield Fuol Disponsing Systam (TAFDS) disponsod

586,793 gallons of JP=l and 11,778 gallons of 115/1L5 during the month,

10 L
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be Princlpal }E&ri‘&;36 Maintonance activity during the month wore:
(1) Procossed or repaired
(a) 43 Eagines
(b) 3 Transmissions
(¢) 5 Rotor hoads
(d) 3 Tail Rotors

. {e) 32 litscellancous Dynamic Corpononts
(2) Mdvcraft roceivod = = = = = = = = = = = = = 0
(3) Aircraft fwansforved - = = = = = - - - - - 2

(4) Adrcraft onroute to PAR = = = = = = = = = =0
(5) Adrcraft receivod for battle damage rcpair O
(6) Aircraft rocoived for IMA roworls = = = =~ = 3

(7) Aircraft completod repair and rework = - = 3

ce Baso Dovolopmont

. , (1) work has begun on wiring tho now 150 KWW gonorator to tho
disponsary and should be complotc in Soptombors This will liborate the
oxlsting 75 KW goncrator which will enablo the continuation of work to
alr~condition the HI club,

(2) Tosurfacing of tho holo parking arca betwoon "B and "C¥
taxdways, and construction of the helo landing pad is continuing at a
‘normal pace and.should be canploted during :Soptambers

(3) A1l now lst MAW sponsorcd MILCGH and MMC projects at HAG=36
are gtill on a tamporary hold.

(4) A matorial shortage is still rosponsible for the work stoppage
on the Amco revetmonts around the jebt ongine tost colle

: (5) fThe Group Supply Aduinistration Building is complctc and has
boan accoptod,

DECLASSIFIED
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de Embarkntion. Hovement of MATCU=68 is 857 complotc and scheduled

to be 1003 by 6 Soptombor 1969, Movament involved 168 short tons of
supplics and oquipnont.

8e Commund.cations

ae The Communication Contor processed 3,787 incoming and 1,617 out-
going messagos for a total of 5,40l messages during Augusts

be Tho ire Unit rolocatod tolephoncs serving Marino Corps Property
and Disbursing simultencously with their rolocation to now arcase

ce Assistod Amy personncl in the instellation of 50 pair cable bom
twcon tho Army Dial Tolephone Exchange and HAG»36 Yo provide increasod
reliability in the dial telephone systems It is anticipated that 1AGm36
will allocatod additional dial circuits whon tho cablo cut ovor ig come
ploted and thevoughly tested.

de Tho Elcctronic=Maintonance Unit continued the Quarterly 2d/3d
Echelon Haintcenance Program. Approximatoly onc dthird of tho Commmication
Equipment T/E had 2d/3d Echelon Preventive iiaintonance performed during
the month of Auguste

¢s Public addross system support was provided to numorous units in
the Hue/Phu Bal aroa throughout tho month.

9, Inspection, Thero wore no inspections of 11AG=36 Units durdng the
nonth of Auguste

12
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~Ce Ground Oporztions
‘TO“balpa'hrolhoursaannunannn.an~nn§nnu200

Night patrol HOUPS = « = @ = = = = = = = mnm = = = = 175
Da;y‘.patrolhcm's'---v----—-;-;-—---~-— 25
. Hours-spent Jmproving perimoter = = = = = = = = ~ = 380
. de During the month the fo]iovﬁng ordnance was axpendsd:
| Roundsofi;lltmﬁnationfh'ed;--;-;----~‘----l7h
ROUndS Of 179 £irod m m m o m d oo mm o .o mmm 1
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PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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(Oakland, Calif.),

Nor Rain
Nor Wind
Nor NVA

By 'Cpl. Phil McManus

VANDEGRIFT ‘COMBAT
BASE — Mailmen have been
lauded for delivering the mail
through rain, sleet and snow,
but how many would hike seven
hours over unfamiliar,  moun-
tainous terrain under- the con-
stant threat of enemy rockets,
mortars and small arms fire?

A seven-man squad from “F”’
Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Ma-

rines, on Russell Fire Support
Base, did just that, in the moun-

tains three miles east of Con’

Thien. They hand carried, at no
extra rate, 25 pounds of mail to
their buddies, who had set up a
Platoon Patrol Base on distant
Margo Hill.

Led by Pfc. George Meze1
the Marine
squad cut their way through
dense vines and bamboo,
crossed a chest-high stream and
seven hours later reached their
destination with the much ap-
preciated mail.

According to Mezei, “we al-
most lost one of the mail bags
crossing the stream. And be-
tween the rain and stream

crossing, the mail got a little

damp. It had been ovef a week
since the platoon had received
mail though, and they were real-
1y happy to get it.”

“One good thing about the trip
back,” Mezei added, ‘it wasn’t
nearly as long, for we had al-
ready cut the trail.”

Warner
Visits
3rd Div.

By Cpl. Tom Muldoon

DONG HA — The Honorable
John H. Warner, Under Secre-
tary of the Navy, visited the
3rd Marine Division August 21
as part of his current trip to
gain firsthand knowledge of the
Navy and Marine Corps activi-
ties in Vietnam.

The VUnder Secretary was
greeted at Landing Zone Owl
by Maj. General William K.
Jones, Commanding General,
3rd Marine Division.

The Under Secretary and his
party, which included Lt. Gen-
eral H. Nickerson, - Jr., Com-

manding General, III Marine
Amphibious Force, and Lt. Gen.

Melvin Zais, Commanding Gen- -

eral, General, XXIV Corps,
were given a briefing on the
tactical surveillance systems.
The briefing entailed the roles
of reconnaissance teams, aerial
observation, and radar.

Mr. Warner met the principal
staff officers of the division and
then was escorted to the offi-
cers’ club for a luncheon with
company grade officers.

After luncheon, the Under
Secretary traveled to Task
Force Clearwatér and was

- briefed on its mission. He also

visited a Combined Action
Platoon before returning to
XXIV Corps. )

' six months with “K’” Co.;

LEATHERNECKS of Marine Force Logistic Command’ Provisional Rifle Co. push through a rice paddy in search of enemy activity
northwest of Da Nang. The unit provides security for the command’s massive headquarters complex, surrounding hamlets and refugee

areas.

By LCpl. Joe Doyle

DA NANG — As enemy rocket.

propelled grenades exploded
around him, Marine Cpl. James
W. Reali (2524 Pick Lane, Glen-
view, Ill.) ran through a maze of
flying shrapnel, heading towards
his friends. His concern was
more for their safety than his
own.

Not many men would feel so
strongly about dogs, but Reali
does. He considers these dogs
his closest friends; Marine sen-
try dogs attached to the 3rd Mil-
itary Police Bn., ‘Marine Force
Logistic Command (FLC).

North Vietnamese Army
(NVA) troops were attempting
an early morning assault on the
3rd MP headquarters compound,
just west of the massive Da
Nang Air Base.

Reali, noncommissioned offi-
cer-in-charge of the sentry dog
kennel, caught shrapnel in his
left arm as he ran, but he didn’t
stop. D

Once certain that the vital
sentry dogs were unharmed,
Reali ran out to the perimeter
lines to help repel the assault
force. He took up a position
guarding one of the gates. The
action lasted several hours.
When it was over, the 3rd MP
Marines held a sweep at first-
light, and Reali volunteered to
participate, still ignoring his
shrapnel wounds.

“I just felt that my experience
in combat might come in
handy,” he later explained. “A
lot of men here have never seen
any real action. They don’t know
what it’s like. They don’t know
how they’ll react in hand-to-
hand combat. I do!”’ ‘

Before his present assign-
ment, Reali served more thag
3r
Bn., 7th Marines, as a sentry
dog handler providing security
along the unit’s perimeter, It
was with this unit that Reali re-
ceived his first combat wounds
and his sentry dog was killed.

“That dog was closer to me
_than many people had been,
even my girl,™ “he—rémarked,
quickly explaining, “my - girl
friend never saved my life.”

Leathernec

After the sweep was com-
pleted, revealing bloody trails

left by NVA dragging off dead .

and wounded and 140 explosive
devices and assorted communist

Blasting, Building an

By Cpl. Franklin Delong
VANDEGRIFT COMBAT
BASE — A day in the life of a

~combat engineer in northern I

Corps is, for the most part,
made up of one dominant in-
gredient — physical activity.
They can be found anywhere
there are Marines, going about
their every day tasks with sort
of a silent determination that

belies their strenuous endea-
vors.
Pfc. Richard Shartzer

(Springfield, Ill.), a combat en-
gineer with Alpha Co., 3rd Engi-
neer Bn., 3rd Marine Division,
has been in the field with a line
company. “My job is mainly
blowing enemy bunkers and for-
tifications,”” commented the
Leatherneck.

While in the field the engi-
neers carry-packs that weigh up
to 40-pounds. This includes ex-
plosives for blasting, detonating
cord, blasting caps and time
fuses. They also carry their per-
sonal gear and weapon. Com-
menting on his experiences in
the field, Shartzer says, “‘The
worst part about the ‘bush’ is
when we have to ‘hump’ — I've
gone as much as 15,000 meters
in two days. And, up here, that’s
moving.”

When the engineers of Alpha
Company are not struggling
through the jungles of northern I

N

Corps, they can be found at Van-
degrift Combat Base construct-
ing bunkers, ‘‘hootches” and
showers.

A YOUNG Vietnamese girl from
a rural hamlet northwest of Da
Nang helps with the wash.

(Photo by Sgt. Mike Teramoto)

(Photo by Sgt. Mike Teramoto)

Marine Braves Fire to Save Dogs

weaponry, Reali had his wounds
treated.

Although not
wounded, Reali
second Purple Heart.

seriously

‘Combat Engineers

Pfe. George Malroy (Madison,
N.C.) has been with Alpha for
six months. “I’'ve worked on
more than one hundred bunkers
here at Vandegrift,”” commented
Malroy. The engineers pride
themselves on their ability to
take down a hootch or bunker,
relocate, and then reconstruct it
all in the same day.

Cpl. Jerry Davis (Kingsville,
Ohio), has been in Vietnam for
seven months and is NCO in
charge of the engineers who par-
ticipate in the morning road
sweep along Highway 9. He ex-
plains his team’s mission this
way, “We use mine detectors to
find mines the enemy has plan-
ted along the road. Once we find
them we generally blow them in
place.”

As leader of the mine-sweep
team, Davis feels he cannot
overemphasize discipline in his
team. “In the mornings when
we leave, we know we might
find just about anything out
there. So the men have to be
ready.” There have been days
when the engineer team has dis-
covered as many as four anti-
tank mines in one position along
the highway.

No' matter what they are
doing, or wherever the engi-
neers of Alpha can be found
they will be working.

DECLASSIFIED
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Courageous Marines

‘Commended by CO

By Sgt. Bruce Smith

DONG HA — “They are well
trained, well educated and are
able to think in tough situations
... they have all the courage in
the world.” These are the words
of Capt. Ken Nicewaner (Beth-
esda, Md.), Commanding Offi-
cer, “H” Co., 2nd Bn., 3rd Ma-
rines.

“H” Co. is deployed north of
the Rockpile and Capt. Nicewa-
ner was speaking of today’s Ma-
rines in Vietnam and especially
of the men of his company.

“The type of war we're fight-
ing here puts a great deal of
pressure on the small unit lead-
er,” he explained, ‘“and the
large number of small unit pa-
trols and ambushes make it nec-

. essary for these men to be
proficient with a map and com-
pass, have a knowledge of tac-
tics as well as methods of call-
ing artillery and
arms.”

“H” Co.-and “F” Co. were in-
volved in a recent significant
contact with the enemy. “F”’ Co.
began the contact when a night
patrol was fired on by an esti-
mated five North Vietnamese

supporting

Army (NVA) soldiers. The pa-
trol returned fire and an Aerial
Observer (AO) came on station
to call in an artillery mission.

At first light the company
checked the area of the contact.
Moving toward high ground, the
unit came under heavy automat-
ic weapons fire from an esti-
mated two NVA companies. As
the: Marines returned fire, an
AOQ came on station directing
gunships and fixed-wing aircraft
on the enemy. Artillery fire was
directed against the enemy.
When the enemy fled, 21 dead
l(1:9mdmunist soldiers were left be-

ind.

The following day “F” Co.
again received enemy fire from
high ground. Returning fire and
sweeping the area, the Marines
accounted for 20 NVA killed. -

As “F” Co. engaged the ene-
my northeast of the old Fire
Support Base Mack, “H” Co.
saw action as they moved along
the Cam Lo River valley, north
of the Razorback.

A platoon received fire from
an unknown size enemy force.
An artillery mission was called
as the Marines returned fire. A
search of the area produced five

" NVA bodies.

Patrol Finds Evidence

Bombs Droppe

By Sgt. W. E. Wood

QUANG TRI—A morning patrol conducted by an
eight man team from 3rd Force Reconnaissance Co. has
discovered the ability of the North Vietnamese Army
(NVA) to dig in and withstand bombing raids.

‘The team was inserted into a crater pocked area near.

the Khe Khi River, northeast of Fire Support Base (FSB)
Russell, to survey the damage from the previous night’s bombing
missions.

After moving a few hundred meters from their landing zone
(LZ) they spotted two NVA in fighting holes on the slope of a
small ridge. The team took the initial step and tallied two con-
firmed kills before moving back toward their insertion area.

" As they moved through the river valley below ‘Mudders Ridge”
the rear point, Lance Cpl. Robert W. Calvert (Kansas City, Kansas),
spotted one enemy soldier a few meters from his position. “He was
just standing there dumbfounded with his trouser legs rolled up to
his knees and an AK-47 in his hand. He started moving in our direc-

Sponsored by the USQO-Overseas Hollywood Committee, and the D

CHANIN HALE (center) and the ‘o Far Out,” do their thing on the ICTZ entertainment circuit.
epartment of Defense, this well-
received trio has visited more than.20 bases since arriving. in Vietpam. oo

MEMBERS f the 2nd Bn., 4th Marines take a break at Fire Support
Base Russell to catch up on-the happenings back home. The bat-
talion is operating northwest of the Rockpile.

(Photo by Cpl..Dennis Randolbh) -

~

Plenty NVA Left

- tion so I fired a few burstsat-him -and he %00k off.”

Further down the valley the team encountered approxifztely —OR€-

five more enemy and engaged them with grenades. ‘“We must
have cleared them out,” explained 1stLt. C.C. “Buck” Coffman
(Richmond, Va.) 3rd Recon Co. executive officer, “because when
we tossed in white phosporous grenades we received no return fire.”’

An estimated enemy force of 57 was spotted by the team, aerial
observers and gunships operating in the area. And throughout the
engagement the .team received close air support, much of which
dropped within 50 meters of their position.

Four hours after initial contact the team prepared to be
extracted. Small arms fire opened up as the Army “slicks” (UH-
1E) moved in for the pick-up. Everyone was aware that it was
to be a quick one. But the six-foot, four-inch Calvert found out
just how fast the pilot wanted to get off the ground. ‘“We were

right on the edge of the bomb crater and as I started to jump
aboard the bird started rising and I lost my footing. It was
just by luck and height that 1 grabbed hold of the door and pulled
myself in.”

QUANG TRI — Aeolus, the
god of wind in classical mytholo._
gy, has in recent weeks been a
constant obstacle in the road to
progress for Service Pit.," Force
Logistic Support Group Bravo
(FLSG-B).

Winds have continuously
swept across open flatlands
leading to FLSG-B here. The
winds, . often gusting to more

brought tremendous clouds of
swirling dust. -

The 150 Leathernecks of Ser-
vice Plt. have the vital responsi-
bility of keeping water and elec-
tricity flowing smoothly
throughout the command. If that
job isn’t big enough, they also
are responsible for the operation
of two laundries, two ice p}ants,
a carpentry shop, a refreigera-
tion section, a tire repair sec-
tion, and 47 forklifts of sundry

. .shapes and sizes. It is one of the

" company’s

than 60 miles per hour, have

Cool One
Saves It

By Cpl. Ger:s Smith

DA NANG — A cool head and
the quick reactions of a ma-
chine-gunner with “C” Co., 1st
Bn., 7th Marines, helped repel
a 15-man sapper attack on the
position 16 miles
southwest of here. )

Pfc Raymond W. Bobak, 25
(1547 E. 31st Street, Lorain,
Ohio) had just fallen asleep af-

ter standing his perimeter watch
when a burst of automatic weap-
ons fire shattered the late night
serenity. He immediately leaped
to his M-60 machine gun, spotted
three enemy soldiers retreating

behind a small berm, and
opened fire on them.
“My squad leader spotted

them first and opened up on
them,” explained Bobak, ‘‘so
they were already retreating
when I got to my weapon. I saw
one of them go down after 1
opened up and I'm sure the oth-
er two were hit even though we
didn’t find them. As soon as they
disappeared behind the berm,
another group of enemy soldiers
opened up on us from a treel-
ine.”

‘“There were about 15 of them
shooting RPG’s (rocket pro-
pelled grenades) and AK-47 as-
sault rifles and throwing Chi-
Com (Chinese Communist) gre-
nades,” stated Cpl. Edmond F.
Shaffer, 23 (2614 Edgehill Dr.,
Los Angeles, Calif.), Bobak’s
squad leader. ‘“We were situated
on a berm and the first RPG hit
the side I was- on and knocked
me off it. The second one hit
right in front of Bobak and
knocked him off but he got right

back up and continued_firing,”. . .
ued—Shaffer. ~Th

in affer. e next
—hit_a_little closer and
wounded Bobak in the d -

arm. It also knocked out his
M-60 but he wasn’t about to let
that stop him. He got another
M-60 and started firing again.
This time the enemy got the
idea they weren’'t welcome and
stopped firing at us.”

At first light, the Marines
swept the area and found one
enemy body and blood trails in-
dicating several others had been
wounded. They also found an as-
soriment of enemy gear in-
cluding an RPG launcher, a bag
containing six ChiCom grenades
and a pistol. -

‘ Aeolus, God of Wind,
Hazard to Progress

busiest and most important
sections of FLSG-B.
‘“The <climatic conditions

around here have always been a
problem,” explains Capt. Mi-
chael Parker (3485 Ruffin Rd.,
San Diego, Calif.), platoon com-
mander. “This however, was the
worst I’ve ever seen.”

Parker was referring 1o the
limited visibility in which his
men had to work day and night.

“The men had to spend more
time than usual cleaning their
equipment,” explained Parker.
““Add this to an existing 24-hour
work load, and the men have
had few hours to themselves.”

The elements took their toll. A
couple of the Marines had to be -
treated for eye and ear injuries
caused by the furious wind.

However, "throughout the cy-
clonic-like conditions, the pla-
toon never dropped below 100
percent operational status.

N
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b~ THE LAST OF THE UBe34's

At this moment, we are witnessing the conclusion of a colorful and
honorable chapter in Marine Corps aviation and history. Today is the.
final time that the H-34 will muster in squadron strength in Southeast
Asia. With the folding of HMM-362's colors, the workhorse and symbol
of Marine Corps helicopter support for the past dozen years disappears
from the Vietnam skies, The rcassuring clamor of the 34's reciprocating

engine has given way to the high whines and eorie rattles of the jet
helicopter,

Today "vertical envelopment" is a cormon phrase both to the student
of emphibious and classical land warfare, In the early $0's during the
Korean War, it was still a wild, new idea with far reaching possibilities.
The H-34 gave the first real meturity and sophistication to this new
tactical doctrine when it deployed in the mid 50's with the Fleet Marine
Force. It wms this aircraftls capabilities that made "vertical envelop-
nent" a military reality and an every day word in the Marine end infantry-
nman's vocabulary, In this atomic cra of conventional and.unconventiomal
warfare, the concept of vertical envelopeent has played an increasing
role in meeting the Free World's need of greater military flexibility
and responsec.

If today is & nostalgic moment for Marine aviation, it is evcn more
so for the officers and men of -HMM-362, "The Ugly Angels", Bssides
being the last H=-34 squadron in the regular Marine Corps, HMM-362 was
the first aircraft unit of the First Marine Aircraft Wing, to serve in
Vletnam, arriving on 15 April 1962, The squadron deployed at Soc Trang
in the Mekong Delta as a part of Operation Shu Fly. Working closely with
ARVN forces for several months, the squadron then rotated beck to the
United States in late July 1962. With Americal!s full scale coimitment
to So>utheest Asia in the spring of 1965, HMM-362 returned to Vietnen
in Mazust of thet year. Since that time the squadron has operated
continuously throughout I Corps from the DMZ to Quang Ngai City, serving
alcevneoeTv with Marine Aircraft Group 16, Morine Aircraft Group 36 and
the °pcc¢al Tanding Force.

"The Ugly Angels" have flowm every imaginable mission. They have
handled medical evacuatlon, re*onnalssance and psychological warfare
missions as wsll es the staudard combat troop and eargo 1lifts. During

. the past year elone thoy have flown almost 15,000 hours, They have

' llfteﬂ over 55,000 combat troops and extracted almost 4,000 medevacs.
Sixty-two of their aircraft have enffered battle damage in the past year
and thirty-one pilots and crewmen have become casuelties. In Januery
1969 along the-Batangan Peninsula ccuth-of Chu Iai, the squadron participated
in Operetion "Bold Mariner", the largest emphibious venture to date in
Vietnam. The history of the “Ugly Annnlc" is synonymous with that of
the H~34. Theirs has been a rugged, iizhting reletionship,

Today the H-3. takes it's place among Amecrica's other great combat
aireraft of the past. e
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