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M.tiliiNE MEDitM HELICOPJ!l!R SQUADRON 161 
Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 

1st Marine .h:i.rcra.i"t Wi~, i'MF"J?AC 
Fl?O San Fra.ncieco, Califor.ni'a 96602 

&.om; Comma.nding Officer 

3/DFB./ ecd 
5750 
4 Nov 1968 

~!o: Commandant o.f' the Marine Corps (Code liZ.) 
V:i_a.~ (J..) Camnanding Officer, Proviaio.naJ. Marine Aircraft Group }9 

(2) Commanding Officer, 1st Marine iLircra.ft Wing, FMFPAC 

3ubj: COI-.iJ:.WID CHRONOLOGY 

Jlr.•f: (a) MCO 5750~2A 
(b) MOO 5750•1 
(c) EMFFAOO 5750.8 

1.. In a.ooorda.noe with references (a) through (o), the information con
tained herein is submitted. 
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MARINE MEDitJl.'l m:LICOF'rlilt s~~Uil.DRON 161 

Q.W"G W, REUPDBLIC OF SOTJ.rll VIEHWf'-f 

1 oaroBER THROIDH 31 oarOBl!R 1968 
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J?.~>.m 1 (U) Organizational Date. 

a. 

;: -, 

C:, 

d. 

Command and Staff ( U) 

Commanding Officer LtCol. PaUL W. NIESEN 1 Oct to 31 Oot 68 

Executive Officer Major JOSEl'H L. FELTER 1 Oot to 31 Oot 68 

S-2 Officer Capt. TIMOTHY H. Sl:llTH 1 Oct to 31 Oot 68 

S-3 Officer Major MARV m L. CROI'liDIS 1 Oct to 31 Oct 68 

f:afety Officer Capt. MILTON T. lllli.RRDlG 1 Oot to 31 Oct 68 

::J11T OPS Officer Capt. RUDOLPH H. FliliRNER 1 Oct to 31 Oct 68 

dgtMajor SgtMa.j. JOHN H. GvODFELIOW 1 Oct to }1 Oct 68 

Desi~nationLLocation (U) 

1-1a.rine ~dium Helicopter Squ.a.dro.n l6l, ProvisionaJ. Marine Aircraft 
Group 39, 1st Ma.ri.ne .&lircraft Wing, »'lFPAC, ~uang 'rri, Republic of 
Vietnam. 

i!yerooe Strength (C) 

Officers ~asigned (Naval .!l.viators) 47 
Officers ~saigned (Grou.nd) 4 
Officers .ti.asigned (Navy) l 
Enlisted Strength _m_ 
Total Strength 255 

lm~a~t~t ·v~~tgr~ (U) 

There were no important visitors to Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 161 during the period 1 October to 31 October 1968. 

PbHT II Narrative Summary (C) 

11&:!:-i~e Medi lllll Helicopter Squa.droll 161 provided the following helicopter 
eE::r:n.rices for the 5rd Marine Division, the majority of which supported 
Operg,tions Lancaster II and Scotland II. 

Statj.stics~ 25,244 troops/passengers caxried, 989·4 tons of cargo 
transported, 1268 personnel medically evacuated, 57 
reconnai·ssanoe teams inserted and 30 teams extracted. ~ ;,v~·-
'rhe aforementioned support resulted in 1829.8 flight .,(;.;~.]> -, 
hours, 7820 sorties flown and 4036 tasks accomplished. ,.~':'-:\~ 
The squadron was !ragged for 159 missions of which 151 ,~~<;f:" 
were completed for a mission completion rate of 94% pers:::;,;"8 
cent. · i::'.-,--
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• 
J?.4f.i.T III Sig.ni.fica.nt Events (C) 

1 Oct 68: HMM-161 flew 35·4 hours, 106 sorties in support of mission 
401, ca;rrying 865 troops from XJ:a559, XU3659, XD9058 to 
V a.ndergrift Combat :Base. -

2 Oct 68: 10 recon inserts and 8 extractions were a.ccanplished during 
the day. 1 aircraft encountered sniper fire when inserting 
'':Badmitton" at XDJ49395 but .no casualties occured. 2 Huey 
gunships provided air cover. 

· Oct 68: ffi'IJH-161 flew 200 sorties, 126 tasks, carrying 1044 troops 
for 45.9 flight hours. 

4 Ocd~ 68: :BJI.JN-161 supported the army by lifting' 281 troops f'ram 
Yiol868} to YD129680. Ruey gunships provided \lover with 
no incidents. 

5 Oo·t; 68: Hl'.ll~,i;-161 flew 138 sorties, carrying 722 pa.sse.ngers for 
33.8 hours and, augmented by 12 aircraft from H1•~262 
flew the troops from Vandergrift Combat Base to XD792~78 
a.nd ~45439· There wasn't an.y indication. of enemy oon
tact throughout the lift. 

6 Oct 68: 1\'.ti.ssion 401, which consisted of putting 1200 ~~ s on 
Hill 881, tallied 134 sorties, 64 tasks, 1200 troops in 
45·5 flight hours. NO enemy contact was experienced. 

7 Oct 68: ENN-161 flew 114 sorties, 72 tasks, 923 troops far ;4.0 
flight hours. J.VJ.iasion 401 was in support or the 'rd Me;t-Div. 
4 Huey gunships provided cover. 

8-10 Oct 68: l?rov;i.ded helicopter support for the }rd Mar.i>iv. 

11 Oct 68: ffii'.IM-161 flew 226 sorties, 130 tasks, carrying 272 troops 
and 54•7 tons of cargo for 59.6 hours. Supporting the 
3rd lviarD.i.v in Scotland II• l aircraft performed a reoon 
extract under fire and took several hits. The a.irora.ft 
suppressed the fire adequately enough so that no injuries 
ocotn::r:-ed. 

12 <Lt Oc0 68 ~ )?ry;ided helicopter support for 3rd l<la:rDiv. 

15 00t 6e: l.:l'il1-l61 flew 376 sorties, 175 tasks, ca.xrying 1471 
{;:!'r:c•ps~ 40.5 tons or cargo for 73·4 flight hours. 2 
aj.r~~:-e.n cf 6 aircraft on mission 401 took mortar fire 
in the mne at XD989667 but nothing was damaged and no 
one htt'!:'t, 2 !Iu.ey gunships provided gun support. 

17 Oct 68: .P.!:ovided heli~o:pter support for the 3rd .Ma.rDiv. 1 a.ir-'! 
craft miss~.?i.n marginal weather· a.t last known position 
was YDo437 1 time 1855H. 
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I8 1ot 68: The missing aircraft since 161655H wa.s ~ted at 113QH 

position YDJ42374• The aircraft was beleived to have hit 
a ridge line in clouds and rain showers with 6 pereo.ns 
on board ~eceiving fat&l injuries • 

. 
l9-2l Oct 661 Provided helicopter support for the 3rd MarDiv! 

22 Oct 68; HMM-161 flew 420 sorties, 229 tasks~ carrying 1571 troops 
51·3 tons of c~go tor 79.0 flight hours. One troop invol
ved taking a W1i t out ot the lJIIZ, CONi sting of 597 ~ops 
from XD9B68. 

23-?.5 Oct 68: Provided helioppter support for the :Srd )larl>iv. 

26 Cot 681 ~l-161 flew 252 sorties, carrying 1645 troops tor 46.3 
hours in support of Scotland II. Pickup was made at 
V andergrif't Combat Base and the drop points were XD9027 
XDjl}}, XD9748, XD)646, XD9545, and XD9'28. Hue;y gunships 
and fixed wi.ng provided air support and no enem;v eonta.ot 
was encountered. 

27-29 Oct 68: Provided helicopter support tor the 31'Cl l'Jar.iJiv. 

30 Oct 1968: Hl"ll"l-161 .flew 436 sortiea, 202 taeka oarryil:lg 1562 
troops, ;2.6 tons or cargo tor 62•9 flight hours9 ih 
support ot the ;t'd iJarDi v. 

31 Oct 66: Ht•.il>i-161 flew 435 eorties, 122 task• -carrying 1279 t:oops 
33 • 7 tons of cargo tor 6a. 5 hours. OA aiss.ion. 401~ 
403 for the 3rd ~Div. 
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