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:V.Ll->.RDJE lVli.iJ)IUH HELICOPT:;;£t SC}UlillROH 161 
Provisional Harine Aircraft :iroup 3 9 

1st Marine Aircraft l!Jing, FHFPAC 
lt'PO San Francisco 96602 

.3:FHH:mbb 
5750 
2 March 1969 

CQNHDRiTTAL 
From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A.AZ) 
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 3 9 

(2) Commanding General, First :t-Iarine Aircraft Wing, FNFPi1.C 

Subj: COHi,.d\ND CHitoNOLOGY 

Ref: (a) l1CO 57.50.2A 
(b) MCO 57.50.1 
(c) .Ll'}lFP.hCO 5750.8 

1. In accordance with references (a) through (c), the information 
contained herein is submitted. 

~~...~·;./ 
D. L. ELAM 

DOV-!1\!GRADED AT .3 YEAR INTERVALS. 
DECL.P..SSlFIED /\FT£.R 12 YEARS 

4 2il &J.Nit 

DOD D!H 5200 10 
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HAllTI~E :t>lEDIID1I HELICOPTER SQUADRDN 161 

QUANG TRI, H.EPUBLIC OF SOUTH V!ETNAI1 

l FEBHUARY THROUGH 28 FEBRUARY 1969 
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PART I. Organizational Data (U) 

a. Co.mmand and Staff (U) 

Commanding Officer • LtCo1 D. L. EIJ111 •. 1 - 28 Feb 69 

Executive Officer •• Major J. L. FELTER 1 - 18 Feb 69 

Executive Officer •• Major C. E. THOHPSON 19 - 28 Feb 69 

S-2 Officer •••••••• lstLt R. T. GAGNOii 1 - 28 Feb 69 

S-3 Officer •••••••• Major R. W. CARR •• 1 - 2G Feb 69 

Safety Officer ••••• Major R. H. BROWN • 1 - 25 Feb 69 

Safety Officer • • • • • lstLt L. F, MURANYI 26 - 28 Feb 69 

NATOPS Officer , , , •• Capt T. H. SHITH •• 1 - 28 Feb 69 

SgtMaj ••••••••••••• Sgt}~j J. H. GOODFELLOW 1 - 28 Feb 69 

b. Designation/Wcation (U) 

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161, Provisional 
Marine Aircraft Group 39, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
FMi!'PAC, Quang Tri, Republic of South Vietnam. 

c. Ave rage Streneyh {C) 

Officers Assigned (Naval Aviators) 44 
Officers Assigned (Ground) 4 
Officers Assigned (navy) 1 
Enlisted Strength 172 

Total Strength 221 

d., Important Visitors (U) 

There were no important visitors to l-1arine Medium 
Halicopter Squadron 161 during the period 1 February 
through 28 February 1969. 
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P..-IJ.RT In Narrative Summar"/ (C) 

Marine }l'edium Helicopter Squadron 161 provided the following 
helicopter services for the Third Marine Division, the majority of 
which supported Operations SCOTLil.ND II, DJ11:fEY CANYON and HI: .. RSHl-I.LL 
NOillJT.i .. m • 

Statistics: 81 323 troops/passengers carried, 603.8 tons of cargo 
transpo:r-ted, 1,~3.57 personnel medically evacuated, 38 
reconaissance teams inserted, 16 teams extracted. 
This support resulted in 1.266.6 flight hours, 3,520 
sorties flown and 1,969 tasks accomplished. The 
squadron was £ragged for lh4 missions of which 135 were 
completed for a completion rate of 93%. 
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PARr III. Si;nificia»t Events (C) 

1 Feb 69: All resupply and troop missions were cancelled due 
to very adverse weather, HMH-161 aircraft did 
launch an exoorgency Quick Reaction mission. }fission 
was flown under low clouds and ceiling. Huey gun­
ships provided cover, 

2 Feb 69: HMM-161 flew 128 sorties, 87 tasks, carried 387 
passengers, and 19.8 tons of cargo. Tt~o aircraft 
launched on mission 203 and flew 9.6 flight hours. 
They new 27 sorties and 14 tasks. They received 
SAF while extracting a Recon Tearo from YD 278-418. 
Huey gunships :Provided cover. 

3 .. 5 Feb 69: ID11"l-161 provided helicopter support to the Third 
Marine Division. Operations were severely impaired 
by low ceilings amd poor visibility. 

6 Feb 69: In·iM-161 operations were hampered by poor visibility 
and low ceilings. 'l'wo aircraft led by LtCo1 ELAM, 
(Co!1ll"llanding Officer) paradropped a resupply to 

YD 216-175 in which all loads l'rere recovered by 
ground units. On the eecond trip, LtCol EIJlM was 
radar vectored thru a hole to a sucessful landing 
where three eiOOrgency Med-Evacs were picked up. 
Hission 5-95 inserted a 73 :man Reaction Team at 
YD 150-775 tljing 4.0 hours in 9 sorties,completing 
the mission. 

7 • 8 Feb :69:.:.., . .:fOOI-161 provided SUP!Jort to the Third Marine Division. 
Squadron operations were affected by inclemant weather. 

9 Feb 69: Ill<if-1·161 flew lo6 sorties 1 74 tasks, carried 309 
troops/passengers and 13.0 tons of cargo, Twenty­
four (24) Med-Evae missions resulted in the trans­
porting of fifty-six (56) Ned ... Evacs including 
thirty (30) el'IJ':!rgencies. 

10 Feb 69: HMN-161 participated in a troop lift in support of 
Operation DEWEY CtiliYON carrying 484 troops with 93 
sorties and 38 tasks for 33 .4 night hours. Pro­
vided support for the Third Harine Division. 
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ll Feb 69: .Hl"ll1-161 flew 134 sorties, 72 tasks, carrying 177 
troo~/passongers,22.0 tons of cargo for a total 
of 44.6 flight hours. 

12 Feb 69: ffifi~-161 provided helicopter support for the Third 
Marine Division. 

13 Feb 69: ffi.Ii'l-161 flew mission 20.3 completing .four (4) inserts 
and two (2) extracts. This involved 29 sorties 1 15 
tasks .for a total of 14.0 flight hours. In tr,ring 
to complete one insert one aircraft was shot out 
of the zone YD 809-378. No hits were sustained and 
the mission thereafter was completed. 

14 Feb 69: HNH-161 flew a tactical troop lift carzying 42.3 
troops. Huey gunships provided cover. The morning 
launch was delayed due to low ceilings and visibility. 

15 r"'eb 69: m~.rr-1-161 removed two (2) emergency 11ed-Evacs and one 
(1) routine lwd-Evac on mission 5o.3. Flareships were 
used to complete the mission. On mission $01 ID-ir-1'-161 
aircraft removed four (4) emergency, four (4) prior­
ity, and one (1) routine Med-Evac. 

16 Feb 69: HNJ>i:-161 flelv 1.30 sorties, 85 tasks, carried 406 
troops/passengers, 21 • .3 tons of cargo for a total 
of 42.0 flight hours. YR-49 received seven (7) ·hits 
1mi.1e effecting an emergency l'Jed-Evac at XD 210-097. 
The aircraft had to be shut down at VANDZRGRIF'l' 
Combat Base; was repaired and returned to Quang Tri. 
The Crew Chief was wounded in the arm, but not 
seriously. 

17 Feb 69: HlVJ}i-161 provided support for the Third Marine Division. 

18 Feb 69: HMM-161 flew 218 sorties, 128 tasks, carried 554 
troops, lifted 46.4 tons of cargo for a total of 
71.0 flight hours. Two aircraft on an emergency 
night resupply took a load of ammunition to LZ 
CtmNINGHAN. Two Huey gunships provided cover. 
One a~rcraft received. &\F at YD 185-136 near LZ 
ERSICnm. No h~ ts were taken. 

·• 
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19 Feb 69: illTI•I-161 participated in a tactical troop lift util­

izing 8 aircraft. They carried 696 passengers, carried 
22.1 tons of cargo in 20i sorties, 107 tasl<S for a 
total of 53.2 flight. hours. Gun coverage was pro­
vided by two Huey gunships and two OV-10 1s of ~10-6. 
The lift iuvolved 2 assaults at YD 019-658 and 
YD 992-658. 

20 Feb 69: Hl'Ii:i-161 f1.ew 178 sorties, 100 tQSl<S, carried 241 
troops/passengers, 47.7 tons of cargo lifted for a 
total of 56.3 flight hours in support of the Third 
Harine Division. 

21 Feb 69: HJ.fN-161 flight operations were limited due to low 
ceilings and poor visibility. 

22 Feb 69: Hllr-I-161 succoss.t:till.y' completed all emergency Med-Evac 
and resupply missions despite ver,y unfavorable 
\feather conditions. The pilots flying drew praise 
from Tl\.SK FORCE HOTEL ani all involved will be 
aHarc1cd. 

23 Feb 69: Inti-161 flew 156 sorties, 92 tasl{s, carried 590 
troops, lifted 12 ,7 tons of cargo for a total of 
53.7 flight hours. While extracting an energency 
Hcd-Evac from XD 819-346, one aircraft took four (4) 
hits of Si'.:l.•,. No injuries were susta:ined by aey of 
the crew. 

24 Feb 69: mn•I-161 flew 110 sorties, 67 tasks, carried 109 
troops, 33.8 tons of cargo for a total of 53.6 
!light hours. One aircraft received several hits 
of SAF from YD 158-139 at 1515. A forced landing 
rTas made at LZ CUNNllWHlJ'i where repairs were made. 
No injuries were sustained by the crew. 

25 Feb 69: :m:Ii-161 flew a total of 59.9 flight hours despite 
ver.J poor weather. Completing 120% of missions ass­
igned, 12 instnunent approaches were made. Najor 
R. J. i:..IIi\145, successfulJ¥ completed an emergency 
~Jed-Evac mission at YD 138-026 while on a resupply 
mission. Having delivered his external load in the 
zone, he landed and after getting half of the Med­
Evacs aboard his aircraft began :receiving intense 
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SAF forcing him to lift out of the zone. Under the 
cover of Huey gunships he returned to the zone 
shortly after to pick up the remainder of the Med­
Evacs, which he did despite the damage caused by 
seven (7) hits to his aircraft. rro injuries were 
sustained. On another mission lstLt. W. R. J:o"'li.BThTSKY 
under the cover of a Huey gunship rescued the crew· 
of another UH-lE which had gone down at YD 134-070. 
No fire was encountered. 

26 Feb 69: H:L<JH-161 squadron operations were greatly hampered by 
low ceilings and poor visibility at horne field and 
in the operating areas. Even with adverse weather 
conditions IIMrvi-161 managed to launch 12 aircraft to 
fly according to instrument procedures in order to 
deliver emergency sup:>lies to units of the Third 
Narine DiVision. The squadron flew 58 sorties, in 
27~1 flight hours carrying 20.2 tons of cargo 
supporting the Third Marine Division. The resupply 
was accomplished with ceilings as low as 300 feet 
at home field with visibility hampered by thicl<: rain 
and fog. Seventeen (17) instrument approaches were 
made enabling the accomplishment of the emergency 
resupply. 

27 Feb 69: ill''ll1-l6l operations were hampered by adverse weather 
conditions. 

28 Feb 69: HNN-.161 flew 67 sorties, 42 tasks, carried 38 troops, 
and 20ol tons of cargo for a total of 26.2 flight 
hours.. Two aircraft launched to recover a UH-lE 
that had been shot down. Upon the location of their 
bodies by a reoon team, the lead aircraft went into 
the zone and recovered the remainS. 
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