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e ~-:i1JI.IW1: J.VIi:IDTIJ1Vl HELICOPfiill:1 IL))Ri-161 
Marine ilircraft Grou1).16 

1st Marine Aircraft \riing~ FMFFAC 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

heJr1; Camma.nd.'\4.~ ()tcicer 
To: Connna.n1ant o:r the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 
Via' Commanding Officer, Narine Aircraft Group.-36 

Sub~ s Command. Chronology 

Rei's (a) WgO 5150i!k 

3:RCJ.i.:crm 
5150 
03A30069 
4 November 1969 

Encl: /c1) Comroo.nd Chronology for period 16 through 31 October 1969 

1. In accordD.nce with reference (a) 1 the St'.bject report is hereby 
subin:itted. 

Do1imgraded at, 3 year 
Intcr-v.:-:ls; fuclas sif:i.ed, aft or 
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CONNiuiD CHRQ.;vOLOGY OF 

¥Jiu1INE VJEDiill'l H&LICOPrl!~H. SQU~ .. DHON-161 
~ :'' • .• I I ,. ' > • •• -. • - • _,. • 

,~ BAI, U.E}VBLIC OF SOUTE VIJm'N~J'l 
',, •• t ' • • ...... ·• 

~9•3f 0CTOBER 1969 

•. ·•. ..... • • . f, •./ •• 
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-· Pi:.J.IT I. Orgo.nizat,ioml Datn. (U) ----- ,_._.,._._ 

o.. Commnncl and Staff (U) 

Co:.iU'll2.nding Officer •. • •• .- •• •. lv:iaj or U. Trl. CAHR •. • •. • 16-31 OGl' 69 
Executive Officer ••••••••••• Uajor R. J. li.Dli.HS. • •. • 16-25 OOT 69 
E::::ccutive Officer •• ••• •• •••• Hnjor L. G. POOL •• •••• 26•31 OCT 69 
S""l Officer ••••••••••• •. •••• lst;Lt J. H. CHAPIN •••• 16-.31 ocr 69 
S-2 Officer, •••••••••••••• ,. lstLt J, A. BOULLE, ••• 16--.31 OCT 69 
3-3 Officer••••••••••••••••• 11ajor L. G. POOL•••••• 16-25 OCT 69 
S-3 Officer••••••••••••••••• lstLt J. N. BOl~nmR •••• 26-.31 OCT 69 
S•4 Officer, •••••••••••••••• lstLt S. H. PHILLIPS,. 16-31 CUT 69 
J'I/C ~,ft\int. Officer •• •• •• ••• • Cc~p·t, 1). D. ii.LF~. •• 16-31 ocr 69 
Lvl<?:liion Safety Officer,. ••• lstLt V. H. GEER, •• ••. 16-22 UCT 69 
l~vio:ii:!.on Safety Officer. •••• lstLt, :a. A. FRi~C. •• 23•31 oar 69 
J:"iL~\Jl'S Officer •••••• •••• •• •• lstLt J. N". BOi.'mER •• ~. 16-31 oar 69 
S[;t Eaj • .•••••••••••••••• • • • SGtNc.j J. GIBSvU, • • • 16--31 OCT 69 

Ymr:too f.~Iodium Helicopter Sqt1.a.Clron-161, Marine Aircraft 
Gl"oup-16, 1st Narine ~lircraft Wing, FHFPAC 
Phn 3cj_, Republic of South ViotneJ"il 16-31 October 1969. 

o. ~e:::D;.c(c. f3trength (C) 

Officol"S Assigned (Naval J~viaJ0o:rs) 37 
Officol•s i~ssigneci. (Groum) 3 
Officers i~ssigncd (Nn.vy) 1 
p ."1. ' ,. 164 .~,l.w..:LS"'CtOCle • •. ,. • • • • • • •· • •. • • e • • • It • • • ·e • • • • • • 4t • • • . -
Totcl St.renrsth •.••••••• • ••••• • .............. 205 

d. ~2_or~:.:;c.;;;.;n;..:;.t_V;..:i;;.::s;.;;i;;.:;t;.;;;o=.r.:;s ( U) 

Jn 31 Oct,obor the followine Genernls uore on hand for the 
presentation of the l.'latioru:.l 'l'l1 Msportr.tion l:..ward to 
f1:..M .. l61: Liotonant General Henry 11. BUSE Jr. 

Lietena.nt General Hcrrik':\11 iiTICKEiLSJN 
l'lajor General "t'Jillirun K. JUNES 
P1eJor General Willinm G. THRi~ 
l1lljor General Eclvor.ln B. -w!GLffiR 
Brigader General Louis H. WILSON 
Brigader Gc:ricrai H.c-ll ph H. ::f /J.~JER 
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• • 
P.i.RT I:t. ~t1-Y2~~~,u;~~ (C) 

The sc'C0li:d. half of· tho r\1ontn fotmcl I·l1-il1•161coui;j.nuing with 
t • .ho ro1ocp.tion of Nari~ units c.s 1i"PJ~ ·~.·£lying nUinorous 
Roc.on :i .. ns0rts ~1nd extracts. On the 23rd of October;. J;iHM~161 
began i'Jy'ing nll of· its inis.sions in 'i:.hQ Danang a.ron, We 
x.ve:i.~a l)r:l.<il.-:.r:i.ly· engaGed in resupply, y.isu~ recon orrl 
p.,dntrlistrC~:t.!vo missions. Pilots r:.11.d .crclis'a.daptod quickly 
to the ilOl1 'tro;r~dng c..rca nncl. tochnic_!.l1,0S required to fly in 
:t.hc fln:t},c.lxls· trfuich donmiatc tho J.s·;:, Ht>J.".ino Division TJ1.0R, 
TJ;10 end of t.l').e month wns highlight.oc.l liy ·the .Squadron's 
e.pbcptnncp of the National Defense Trt.li~portntion /•ssocietion 
i::vrnrtl, presented by LtGen H. BUSI~ J·r. 

Stntist:i.~s:. Thcrg 't·rcrc 3,162 troop3/ptl.S$0l:J£;c~:·s oar.ricd, 27J, 7 tons of 
cm .. r;o ·cr.:.'.llS)orted a11d 61 porso11.nel motl:Lcally ovt~.cuatcd,· This 
en.1r,: .. o~t.. res<.U.tod in 592,2 .flight hotll's; l.,$91 sorties flmm ~md 
009 tc.sks nccomplishcd, 

l!NCLOSUHE (1) 
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• l.jiJ~T III. ~9..U.Ol1CO of Events 

16 l)QT - Tho Sqno.c1l·m1 nas delegated to fly si.."t: missions tockty. 
Flying Ll-4.9 hours, HjJM-161 carried 321 passenr.;ors and 
delivorod 24.5 tons of resupply to 3l"Cl hvrinc Division and 
US i!J:'i·,ry u;uts. Squadron pilots flm-r 111 sorties anc't 
completed 60 tnsks. Ci:.TTLECiuJ. Fi vo m1el Six piloted by 
lt. s. I-I. PHILLIPS e.nd Lt~ J. W. BIJ.tJC respectively, 
porfon;1ccl s:Lx recon team insertions nncl six extrnctions. 
Two of the sites selected for insert.:i.ons nero located vrithin 
·~he cc;nfj_nqs of the Demilitnrizccl Zone. 

17 oar - 'l'ock;y- HL~i-161 carried 156 passenr;ors r..nd dclivorcd one 
to~1 o:t Cffi"c.;o while complotil1.(; 39 tasks in 27.1 hours of 
flir_;b:~ t:i.Y,le• 

10 JOT - Todr..y ·t.he Squadron "toms £raGged for eight missions to 
su~):)ol"t the 3rd l'iari:i1e Division m1(l US ll:rrily units. HHr1 .. 16l 
n,;i'C:r~·J;t trcmsported 204 passengers, nino tons of cargo 
and co1;ryloted 34 tasks~ Tho Sq_ur:·.dron lo::;c~ed a total of 
24.7 ~1orTs o:t flight time. 

19 OCT - Hi::ii·:-161 supported mm-462 in that, Sq"L,.c.c1r,m!3 ombcrke.tion 
opor;:-:t.ions M they boarded the Ull Cleveland. We completed 
tb.c m5.ss:Lons assigned flying 37 •3 hm:..rs• The Squadron 
cc.rricxl 195 l)assenge:rs and dolive:t•od four tons of cargo 
nh:~l0 com:..)1otine 40 tasks in 59 ro rt.ios• ~Je extracted 
sh: r.10d-ovr..cs from the field includ:L1g five priorities and 
one oro.er':·o;:JCy. 

20 uCT - 'J.'oda~··· ·::.he Sc:_uadron wus frugged for s:Llc inissions. Our 
o.ircj_~· ~rt. cor,lpleted 40 tasks and flciv 76 sorties in 31.0 
J:· ·•1ro of :flj-esht time. The Squo.clron carried 109 passengers 
c"~ doli·vurcd seven tons of cargo. 

?1. CGT - Fly:1.nG L1 S't't))port of the )rd Nr.r:i.ne Division, the Sq~dron 
cor.r_;;,)lo·t.qd 48 tasks and 90 sorties in 36.0 flight hours. 
t.her ·N·crc 2G9 passengers trr.nsportod :i.n addition to one 
cnl)rr~;onc~;· US and four Viet:nnmese cns·l·lc.·t.ios cvacue.tod 
to moclic['.l fooilitics. 

2;~ l.lG"T ... >TI.JH-161 1-m.s delegated to fly ten miss:i.ons todny• Tho· 
Sqnc.c1r•.:m i'lm-r ll2 sorties and COlill)1oted 52 tasks in 44.7 
l:.o"L'!l"S of flight time• We caij:'icc1 349 ~~n.sscngcrs end 
9~5. to:c1s of cargo in support ·of t.ho 3rcl £.j,\rine Division, 
J.st Ivic-;;.•:i.:J.C Division e.nd units of tho lOlst Ji.irborno 
Divisi~1• 

·!;,, . 

23 GCT - 'ro(1c.y }Lri-161 began a nol-1 phase of opor<':t.ions. Although 
vre hc.cl beo:1 sup~!orti!l[s the 1st }1<:-.ri~ID D~ vision and attached 
un.:t"ts s~.::orc.dj.cnl1y in th0 pnst, 'tic OOf.iP.U to devote our full 
l)O'I.iOHl:ij.r.l t.o their su~)port. CNJ:'r::LF1Jl:.(,L aircrr.tft flew 145 
sor·tJics o.acl c::>mplcted 79 tn~ks wh~.lo 1o G:tng 313.4 hours. 
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ft~rt?. 
~l!jYr~: Sccn.wnco of' Events 

-· 
--~'~·---~-----~---

23 OCT .. 1;. to·ba.J. of 2G7 l)ac.·sonf{ors nnc1 27 .o t:)l1S of cargo v-1cre 
(c1mt) delivered tn 1.u1its of tho RJK l·Io.r:L.1os c:.nc:l. the 1st Marine 

Div:i.s:i.on. 

24 OCT - FJ.;;;:tnc; L1 sup;_1ort of ·t.hc 1st M.::r:i.i:l.C Division, the Squadron 
flmv u~.J. llO'l!I'Se We uero fran:::,ed for s:i.:::: :missions C(msist:;.i:'lg 
of ros::))ly, visuo.l roconnaisse.nce, :mel nclr.1..i.nistr<:.J~ivc 
tr-.sks. ·i:Je cvm)loted 67 te.sks wh:'.1o f1;y:i.nr; 120 sorties. 0\.11' 
ro.rcrr.ft cleliilTerod 26.8 tons of rosu::s)ly and carried 
316 l.)O.sscnc;crs to zones loce.tecl i~1 tho 1st Mr.rino Division 
Tii.Jl~. 

25 OCT - Bl11-..161 -vr:s r.ssignod seven missions. ~t-ic flew 129 s:>rtios, 
cor.l:Jlot,:l.ng 60 tasks in 4$.6 fliGht hours. Three hundred 
c.nd ;;uno pr.sso11l';ers and 19.3 t\n1S of cargo were transported 
by ·cho S(i.'l.ndron. 

26 OC!r - 1'oclnJ t.he Sc;:.uaclr .. m wns fragged for fi vo I.lissions. In a d<:!.y 
of n:.~n·.l:.:"-1 resupply, C~.:;.TLECil.LL ll.ircrdt delivered 39.$ 
to~1s of cc.rgo nnd carried 243 pt~sscnr;crs. ·~J·o flerr 153 
sorties,. com.ploted 09 tasks e.ll:l lor:;c-;ed 41.8 hours of flic;ht 
t:i.!.lOe 

27 OCT - Toclny 1-LH-161 successfully complc-t.od ·iihr-Je r;d.ssions in 
tnJ:i):)ort of ·0!10 1st harine Division. £1If\j or L. G. l?vOL 
e·mcl:c'\t.ocl 11 IuWN r.10d-evncs. t;le f'lat-r 22>.3 hours, delivered 
15.5 t"ms of cargo and cnrriod 174 pc.sscngcrs. 

20 JCT - J::Irrc:i_n"-:.1 uer.thcr conditions prcvnilcd over tho entire 
Ol"JOJ~:~-t.5.l1[,; m·oc.. but normal resupply lV"t.s conducted by 
1: ..::..:;...J.6J. in support of the 1st 1Yir.r:i.no Division. We 
coJ~;:oororJ c. total of ·~1.3 tons of cnre;o end cnrried 111 
:}:'.::>;.nn.c~cl·s. The Squudron flaH 117 sorties and cor.tp1cted 
73 tusks ~.n 35.3 flight hours. 

?.9 CG':r: - >liJ:.-.161 wr.n dolce,ntecl t:> fly fi vo Iid.ssions. The Squadron 
complo·~cd S3 tasks vrhile flying 99 sorties in £>.:·:verso 
jJc<;.thcr concitions. CJ~TTLECiu.L T11;•,) and Throe piloted by 
Lt. G. V. J3kCKBIHD nnd Lt. J. VI. BIJiuC evacuated five 
omer(~oncy, ten priority, and seventeen routine med-evac 
po.tients lrh:i.le !lying the med-ovr-.c r.ti.ssion operating out of 
LZ BP~dy. The Squadron flow 47.4 hours, delivered 12.7 
t;J!"lS of c~go and carried 203 pc.ssoagors• 

30 JCT - Stj.ll opernt::.n& under tho very poor liTeather conditions that 
c,;Irl:.inu.od to provail in j:,ho fl~tlr.luls south of DaNang, 
110 flctv 133 sortt.es md ·cwii1plete<.1 92 -r • .,.sks wile lor;ging 

·;,~, 42.1~ hours. The Squadron carried 26.1 tons of cargo and 
;!~, 416 :Jnssongcrs in support or· ground units. 

r!.~ ,( 
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• -· P!J.LT III~ Scc:t".oncc of l!:vcnts 
~ ... 

31 JCT - Today Lt.C-on. H. vl. BUS]]: Jr. presented tho Squadron with 
the Lrli:P. i:.:1..."1ucl. National Defense 'r:i.~a:;.1spo:rtntion Association 
l~i/Irrcl. Tl?-o mvard r:.;;c·JfS11izecl the e::re!ilplnry per.t'onnrmce of 
tho Scil"~ndron in support of £;:rotU1d 1.u:u:t.s in South ViotmJXtl 
from 1 December 1968 to 31 ~lay 1969. Dt1I'ing this period 
tho S:.;.uo.clron transported 72,367 passengers, 7,105 Ik:dcvncs 
and 9,076,000 pounds of carso. 
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