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A. PART ONE - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Commanding Officer and Staff 

a. Rocco D. BIANCHI, LtCol., Commanding Officer, 1-31 January 1967 
b. Joseph P. Bm~o, Major, Executive Officer, 1-31 January 19~7 
c. Daniel V. McDONALD, Major, Operations Officer, 1-31 JanuAry 19~7 
d. Thomas J. cm,JPER, Najor, Material Officer, 1-31 January 1967 
e. Albert B. AYRES, Major, JVIaintenance Officer, 1-31 January 1967 
f. John E. CARROLL, TVfajor, Aviation Safety Officer, 1-31 Janua.ry 

1967 
g, John lrJ. BOYAN, Captain, NATOPS Officer, 1-31 January 1967 
h. Robert L. THEIN, Captain, Administrative Officer, 1-31 January 

1967 
i, James R. FO\oJLER, Lieutenant, USN(MC), Medical Officer, 

1-31 January 19t7 
j. Floyd 'liT. HURL0UT, Captain, Intelligence Officer, 1-31 January 

1967 
k. Frank CAUIJHEY, 1stLt., Custodian, S&C, 1-31 January 19~7 

2. Task Organization 

a. Location - HCAF, Hue Phu Bai, Republic of Viet-Nam, 1-31 January 
1967. 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

Marine Navy 

OfficPrs Enlisted Officers Enlisted 

56 208 1 3 

4. INportant Visitors 

a. None, durine this reporting period. 

B. PJ\RT THO - NARRATIVE SUJvTM"J\.RY 

1 J amwry 1967 - Bar! weather causecl- the cancellation of flyinr- in the 
Phu Bai ancl Dong Ha areas. One (1) emergency medevac mission was cornnlete(l 
in the Phu Bai area. 

2 January 190 - Two ( 2) merlevac missions were flmm in the Phu Bai 
area. Major cmJPER lec'l both flights evacuating eight (8) emerr;:ency casualties. 
Normal operations conciuctec'l in t h~. Dong Ha area 1dth t,,ro merlevacs being 
completed. 
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3 JR.nuary 1967 - Barl lveather causeri the cancellation of normal flight 
operations in the Phu Bai area. One merlevac mission was attempterl, but 
aborten, due to the weather. Normal operations were conr1ucte0 in the Dong 
Ha area 1nJith one medevac mission being completed and a passenger transfer 
being completed late in the day by Major AYR'ES. 

4 January 1967 - Barl 1·Jeather causec'l the cancellation of routine flig-ht 
operations in the Phu Bai area. One merlevac mission len b;r Maj 111CfiON1.LD, 
evacuating two RVN personnel ancl hm civilians was completed. In the 
Dong Ha area, in spite of marginal weather, Major Al'R.ES complete(! a recon 
overflight and two recon team insertions ann two recon team extractions. 
nuring the extraction of one team, automatic weapons fire was received. 
The A/1'1 fire was believed to be .So calibre, however, no hits were taken 
aboaro the aircraft. T1oro meevac misEions 1...rere also completed, evacuating a 
total of four (4) US casualties. 

S January 1967 - Flying 1~.s limiter. in the Phu Bai area to one meoevac 
mission evacuatins one civilian lfith g1mshot 1-vounfls. In T')ong Ha, the flyinp: 
was again limited by marginal flying v.reather. Major AYRii'S le0 flights 
completing three recon overflights anc'l bro recon team extractions. Three 
mecevac missions were attempted, 1uth two completed anrl one aborted rue to 
the weather concitions. TvJO arministrative flights were a.lso corrtpleted. 

6 January 1967 - Flyinf." in the Phu Bai area >vas Jimitec rlue to weather 
concli tions. .A shuttle of merevacs to the hospitAl ship REPOSE was completed, 
while two recom team extractions anrl one recon team insertion was flovm. 
Three meclevacs were also flown. Normal operations were conrluctecl at nong 
Ha, with one recon overflight being led by Colonel MARTIN (CO, ~G-lf ~~ID) 
flying co-pilot for JiTajor AYRES. Alter this aerial recon fli~ht, Major 
AYR~S then led a flif_:ht to insert four recon teams, two of ;-rhich r1rew fire 
in the landing zones. YP-16 receivec-1 11 hits r'luring one attempter1 insertion, 
an0 11ajor AYRf•:S, 1-rho was the aircraft comm.::>nr'ler, fleH it b[1 ck to nong Ha 
with two wounded aboard, a recon team member and his gunner. At nonf Ha, 
Major AYRES procured another aircr11ft And then led the flig-ht on an emerf'ency 
recon extrnction of the team just inserter', 11hich 1rran completed T·rithout 
further incident. 

7 January 19f7 - \1Jeathe:r cnusArl the cancellc:tion of flir;ht operations 
in the Phu Bai arAa this flate. Four mer1evac missions were completed, 
evacuating eighteen (ll:') emergency an~ one priority casualty. Norrral 
opera·r ions Ttrere conducter'l in the Dong Ha area, t-ri th Major BENO leading a 
flight completing three recon team insertions ancl two extrnctions. One 
insertion harl to be aborted clue to small arms fire being receive<'l in the 
LZ, however, no hits were taken on the aircraft. Five (5) medevac missions 
1-vere completed, evacuatin€:" 4 RVN personnel and six civilians. 
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8 January 1967 - }Tormal operations 1-~rere conciucterl in the Phu 'Jai e1rea, 
with Major MCDONALD le~ding a flight on four recon team insertions and 
one extraction. The flight 1~as r1i verted from one insert to an emergency 
meC!evac and small arms fire v1as received from a suspecterl sniper. One US 
battle casuAlty 1~as evacuated. T'·lO other me<ievac missions were flmm, Hith 
one being aborted due to weather, anrl the other completing the evacuation 
of one US casualty. In the Dong Ha area, '1-Jeather limited the operations 
to one medevac mission which evacuated one US casualty. 

9 January 1967 ... T.'feather caused the cancellation of operations in 
the Phu Bai area, though t1rro meflevac missions Here bunched with one aborting 
c'lue to weather, and the. second eve cuating a 11Jarine Hi th appennici tus. 
Recon team insertions were conructerl in the Dong Ha anr Khe Sehn areas. 
Three teams ivere extractec'l ancl one insertion Has aborted due to we·1ther. 

10 January 1967 - Heather limitecl operations in the Phu Bai area to 
three emergency medevac missions. Captain BOYAN led all three medevacs 
and reccivec1 small arms fire while picking up a civilian evacuee lid th head 
lnJuries. The lead aircraft rec8ivec1 six (e;) hits, C1nr1 the ch?.sc aircraft 
receivecl two (2). Eo injuries to the crews. The other two mec1ev.!:!c missions 
evacuated two RVN personnel anr1 two civilians. Normal operations Ncre 
conducted in the nong Ha areas, with two medevac missions being flovm. 
Hajor CARROLL led a flight on two recon extractions anc1 one recon team insert
ion. Recon overflights, and administrative flights constitutec1 the remaining 
operations. 

11 January 1967 - No flight operntions in the Phu Bai area this ~ate 
Clue to weather conditions. Flying in the Dong Ha areas 1r1ere limited to 
three meC!evac missions evacuating four (4) US personnel <md two ( 2) ARVN 1 s. 

12 January 1967 .. Flying we s Umi ted in the Phu Bni ar~n t.orlay, r.d_ th 
Jl.1ajor SJ\.MliR.AS ieading a flight to insert one recon team an<'l extract another. 
Small arms fire was received on the extraction, hot-rever no hits were scored 
on the aircraft. T1rro medevac missions <veTe completed, one being a night 
medevac which reported fire being taken as it approached the ?.One, no hits 
~~ere taken. Normal operations were conductec1 in the !.long Ha area, 1-.rith Major 
CJ\.RROJLL leading a flight on recon team insertions with Colonel ]Vf.ARTIN flying 
as co-pi lot. Three teams were inserted, and one insert v.ra s aborted due to 
inavailability of suitable landing zones. Fire was received on the one flmm 
medevac, but the aircraft dirl not take hits, and did ev[lcuate 5 US casualties. 

13 January 1967 - Uormal operations were conducted in the Phu Bai art-'a 
this ilate, Nith N&jor BENO leading a flight on three recon team insertions 
ancl a recon overflight. Fire rl'!as received on one teE'm insertion, hor,,ever 
no hits were taken. Throe meclevac missions were flown evacuating three 
casualties. Normal operations m~re coniluctecl in the Dong Ha area, v1ith 
four (4) medevac missions being fl_own evacuating thirteen ( 13) casualties. 
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14 January 1967 - Normal operations conducted in the Phu Bai area, 
consisting of six (6) medevac missions being flown, evacuating tv-renty-two 
( 22) personnel. Normcl operations conducted in the Dong Ha area where tivo 
recon team insertions anc'! two extractions were completed. Small arms fire 
was received on one insertion, hoivever, no hits were taken. . Naj or SAMARAS 
launched with Colonel MARTIN as co~pilot for an emergency extraction of a 
recon team rAporting heavy contnct. The team was extracted unrer intense 
fire, hov-mver no hits 1vere taken. Two arlrli tional medeva c missions were 
flo1~ evacuating a total of nine (9) ARv~ personnel. 

a. r1ajor General ROBERTSHAhT presented the Purple Heai:lt Medal to 
2ndi.t. R. 11. N}:E and Sgt. D. M. Gf::ER in an unofficial ceremony at HMN-163 
Hearlquarters this date. 

15 January 1967 - Flight operations were limited in the Phu Bai area 
this ~ate, being restricted to emergency medevac missions in support of 
I Corps, due to inclement weather. Eighteen (18) casunlties were evacuated, 
4 US, 14 ARVN personnel. Flight operations were cancelled At Dong Ha, due 
to weather. 

16 January 1967 - Flight operatj_ons at both Phu Bai and Dong Ha ivere 
curtailed due to weather. At Phu Bai, seven (7) medevac missions carried 
six (6) emergency and twentyeone (21) priority casualties. At Dong Ha, 
four recon inserts were flown and two retractions 1-uere made by Major 
SAMPJRAS during the afternoon. 

17 January 1967 - Hith improved weather in the Phu Bai area, the 
insertion of three recon teams anrl the extraction of one adrlitional team 
was permitted. Major MCDONAlD led the insertion flight, and while making 
an aerial recon of the area for a suitable LZ, noted the presence of enemy 
troops. The insert was aborterl and an air strike called in. One emergency 
mec'levac was flown evncuating 4 ARVN casualties. 1t!eather cancelled flight 
operations at Dong Hao 

18 Janu0ry 1967 - Flight operations were again hampered by weather. 
Ti..ro operational missions were flo~rm in support of two recon extr::1ctions, 
1~ile three medevac missions evacuated thre emergency and one priority 
casualty. At Dong Ha, operations consisted three insertions of recon teams, 
three extractions and three medevac flights, evacuating 3 US, 4 ARVN and 
one civilian cnsualty. 

19 January 1967 - Flight operflt.ions iverr: limited in the Phu Bai arAa, 
weather permitting only one medevac mission anrl an arlministr~tive fliqht 
from Dong Ha to Phu Bai. At Dong Ha, flights consisted of merlevncs to rrove 
2 US casualties from Dong Ha to the USS REPOSE, and to €V[lCUAte 9 ARV"N"' s. 
Na,ior SAMARAS led a recon flight inserting three te&ms anr ext.r:-1ctinv, t1•TO 

at4di tion2l. 
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20 January 1967 - Due to 1'1Teo.ther limi to.tions, flying 1vns restricted to 
shuttle flights from 11A11 Medical to the hospital ship USS RF:POSE, moving 
fifty (50) personnel. Afternoon clearing permitted normal operations including 
resupply of Hill #230. Two emergency medevacs were flo~m for 1 US, and 4 
ARVN casualties. During the early hours of the morning, the HUE PHU BAI TAOR 
was ~ortared by n suspected platoon of Viet Cong, from within 1! miles of the 
airfield. Thirty-five (35) rounds r1ere fired, none damaging HMJ'1-163 aircraft 
or injuring HMM-163 personnel. Ready reaction forces were alerted and 
security doubled, with no further incic'lent. At Dong Ha, Major MCTJONAID led 
5 recon overflight nnd an insertion flight for two recon tenms, extracting 
two adrlitional teams. 

21 January 1967 - 1-veC~ther limited flying to the afternoon hours at 
Phu Bai, permitting four recon insertions ann tlrro extractions, and other 
normal flight commitments. Major BENO led the insertion flight and received 
fire from entrenched small arms positions, though the aircraft took no hits. 
Five emergency medevacs Here flown to evacuate three ARVN personnel and one 
civiUan to Hue Hospital. Three priority medevncs lifted six US casualties 
and one VC prisoner. 

22 January 1967 - \-leather curtailPd flying in the Phu Bai nrna to 
emergency medevac flights fort he evacuation of 6 ARVN and 1 US casu·1 lty. 
At Dong Ha, Major MCDONALD led recon flights for the insertion and retraction 
of one recon team, while two medevac flights were launched for five (5) ARVN 
ca su.nl ties. 

23 January 1967 - Flight operations cancelled at Phu Bai due to the 
weather, with the exception of medevac. Major CARROLL took small arms fire 
while extracting criticnlly injured US personnel in the "OPERATION CHINOOK" 
1LSA, though no hits were taken on the aircraft. A totnl of seven medeva.c flights 
evacuated hventy-four ( 24) personnel this cate. At Dong Ha, flying was limited 
due to -vreather, ho'Ciil'ever, two recon overflights were made, olong with one 
medevac for one AP.VN casualty. 

24 Jnnunry 1967 - NormAl flight operations at Dong Ha ~·Jith the insertion 
of three recon teams and the extraction of tl'ITO additional teams. At Phu Bai, 
a weather break permitted normal operations of resupply nnd admin flights. 
Eleven medevac flights were flown this date, with fire being received on tlvO 
separate flights. No hits were taken on board the aircraft. A total of 
twenty-six (26) personnel were evacuated, 21 US, 3 ARVN, 1 civilian and 
1 VC prisoner. 

25 Jo.nuery 1967 - Normal operations in the Phu Bni area, ,;.;rith Major B"8NO 
leading a flight inserting four recon teams ann extracting four adr'i tionnl 
teams. Normal c.dmin flights .gnr:l mec'levac flights were the romaininr, activity 
for the day. A medevac was laanched to lift a pregnant civilian with severe 
internal complications. 
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26 January 1967 - Normal operations in the Phu Bai ar2n, consisting 
of logistic and admin flights, Hi th four mec'levac missions being flown, by 
Captain BQ1~n1A.N. On one mission fire iVas received and the aircraft took four 
(4) rounrls, tvith n round inflicting minor injury to the copilot. At Dong 
Ha, Hcjor SA}'TARAS led a flight completing two r•con inserts o.nr'l one extr2ct, 
and a shuttle of personnel between Dong rla ( nnn MedicDl) and the USS REPOSE. 
On one recon insert nt Khe Sahn, lstLt HEIN led a section into a zone that 
was briefed possibly unsecure, and the aircraft took t'r.venty (20) rounc"s 
through the o.irfrc..me imrnedi.:tely upon touchd01vn. The mission was nboZl'ted 
immediately and there were no injuries to the passengers or crew. 

27 January 1967 - Normo.l op~ations W8re conducted in the Phu Bni area, 
vdth LtCol BIANCHI lending a flight to attempt to locate the site of n 
sporadic survival r1:1dio "Beeper" tone. Other ope rat ions incluc1ed o. troop 
lift to the USS REPOSE anc'l logistic, arlmin onc'l aerial recon flights. T~vo 
priority medevac missions 1.vere launchec'l carrying three US ann one ARVN c:J.sual+y. 

28 January 1967 - Normal operations were conrlucted consisting of 
resupply and logistic cargo flights to Hill #230 o.nd /}180. A tot""' 1 of 
10,900 pounds were carried during the day. Two emergency mec'levacs Here 
launched carrying n total of 11 battle evacuees. 

29 Janunry 1967 - Normal operations in the Phu Bai area Hi th Mnjor . 
l\1CDONAID leoding a flight inserting four teams ond retracting three adrli tional 
teams. Normal admin, resupply and mc::intenance flights werP. floHn. At Dong 
Ha, Major AYRES flew a mec'levac that received small arms fire, inflicting 
dam,.:tge to the loft strut of the aircraft an:'! shrnpnel d&l.mage to the .::lirfrnme. 
The medevac Nas completed without further combat damage. 

30 January 1967 - Normal operations 1·reve conducted in the Phu Boi area, 
with the normal resupply of Hill #230, aomin and maintenance flights being 
flown. One re con overflight and four medevac missions lvere flown, evacu<Jting 
one emergency and five priority casualties. 

31 January 1967 - liJeather caused the cancellation of flight operations 
in the Phu Bai i'nc'l Dong Ha areas this r'late, permitting only two medevac 
missions evacuating two emergency casualties. 

C. PART THREE - SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Personnel 

a. The squadron experienced a slight decrease in personnel over 
the month, 1dth thirteen (13) personnel being joined ann twenty-four (24) 
being detached. The total number of personnel on hand as of 31 January 
l9t7 were fifty-fi vc (55) officers and bJo hundred six ( 206) enlisted. 
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a. The squacron realizeo three (3) re-enlistments, three (3) 
extensions of overseas tour, and t;venty-eight ( 28) enlisted promotions 
rlurine: the month of J nnuary 19f7. 

3 • AvmrCI s 

o.. The following personnel were awnrrled the PURPLB HF'oART l"JTEn/.1.1 
durin~ the month of January 19f7: 

(1) Major P. N. SAMARAS Ot9223 USMC 

( 2) Major J. D. HAY 06801.4 USMC 

(3) lstLt. N. A. SNIDER 090701 USMCR 

(4) 2ndLt R. M. NYE 0928o7 USMCR 

(5) Sgt. D. M. GEER II 1452464 US1-1C 

(6) Sgt. G. E. HILLIAl"fS 1514201 USMC 

(7) Pfc R. J. DENNY 21838o3 USMC 

The above mentioned men 1vere presented medals for wounds inflicted by 
Communist (Viet Gong) forces, in informal' il:eremonies during the month of 
January, by ~jor General ROBERTSHAW~ USl"fC, 1st MAW Commander. 

b. No other awards were presented. 

4. Casunlties 

a. The squadron experienced two (2) casualties as a 0irect result 
of enemy action. One (1) crewmember received minor injuries 1,;rhen a bullet 
penetrated his flak vost while he rnannerl his position in an insecure l.nn~ing 
zone. One (1) pilot 'tVDS injureti by shrnpene1 frngments in the leg, ''h"'n a 
bullet penetrB.te\1 the cockpit enclosure anrl fragmente0 a~3inst the airfr<:me. 
Both wountied were treated anci n·turnerl to tiuty. 

5. Civic Action 

a. No significant events. 

6. Morale/Welfare Programs 

a. No significont events. 
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a. The squadron S-2 SP.ction is currently updating and maintaining 
the intelligence briefing chnrts for aircrews in the Dong Ha. 

9. Air Operations 

a. Flight hours - 918.6 

b. Flights/Sorties ... 519/2281 

c. Pas~eng~rs - 3033 

rl. Cargo - 68.7 short tons 

11. Special Operntions 

a. None 

12. Ground Defense 

a. Maximum emphasis was plnced on buiJd ing of b1mkers nnrl 
fortified positions around the squadron area. 

13. Training 

a. One officer and one enlisted were ordered to attend Esc~pe 
and Evasion School, at Clark AFB anrl Cubi Pt., R.P., respectively. 

14. logistics 

a. No significe>nt events 

15. 1•1otor Tr::msport 

a. No significant events 

16. Maintenance 

a. Ground crews found spark plug seizure in Engine 1820 ... 84D due 
to prolonged utilization and operating enviornment, even when lubricnted 
v-Ii th reqiliii'ed lubrication. 

8 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

"-·· • 
17 o Avionics 

a. No significant events 

18. BDse Development 

a. No significant events 

19. Communications/Electronics 

a. No significant events 

n. PART FOUR - SUPPORTING DOCIDJJBNTS 

1. None. 
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