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PART I ~ ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1, CO  I4Col R. D. McKITRICK 1/ February 1967
X0 Maj J. R. PLUMMER 16 September 1966
S-1 Maj E. T. LANGLEY 11 February 1967
S-2 Capt J. MAXWELL 17 February 1967
S-3 Maj C. H. O'BRIEN 16 Jamary 1967
'S=/, Maj J. D. WATSON 11 February 1967
MAINT Maj A. B. COLBERT 16 Jamary 1967
2. (c) HMM-164, USS Princeton, (LPR=~5)
3. (c) Average monthly strength:
Officer 49
Fnlisted 188
. be (c) Important visitors to the command: Maj Gen L. B. ROBERTSHAW

Enclosure (1)
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PIRD IT ~ i) TIVE SUILLRT OF “IGI.I':.LC.'.“"E LVELES Dw,\, iG P.EPORJ..LHG PERICD
3 Jm:il 1957 %o L. ay 1057 B :
3 Apr.,l 1f;c7 S o

Da=154 loaded ebosr d “he USS Peincobon on thic dabe.: Eight Cl=456%
ul% "..ro ond porconicl betuecn Ferdle tounteln and the Prircclon

'"“uil ¢ onload of [im164, and she offload of =363 wag completeds
Tollowing the commlction of this 1if% e rorcining thirteon Cll=46's
of HMM-164, were flown aboarde - . - s

Aordl Y007 . ' o ,

Dzy cerrisr cuelificctions werc cordiuisted "bo“rd 'Lh" Uss Princuton.

Lo

-

. .. - Day cerrier qualificaiion: were conductied ebo‘:t.t'd tho USS Ii'“-,couon.
Two a.}”‘inl:}":r&u.l.\f" flirhis wore lﬂumhw from the imu uon'.

5 April 1087

-

Dy ccxricr quedificotions werc condusicd ,;bo:-:»r» the TSS Pr.-.ncu wone

Two alvereft lommehod from tho Prircchon o the -.o-w..ccl..o on o medicw
evacuativn, The paticnt wes brovght buol lo the Princoton.

. .;One‘ adninistretive flight to Da lleng was launcheds
=8 sorid 2067 - .

Dzy ond ‘“hght carrier qualificctions, and gunnory training. i‘lif‘ht -Were
. conducted on these Jatcs.

o flighta were scheduled on this dote. . T

10 Anril 1967

Doy eorrier quelifications were co uimcted eboard the USS Princcton.
1. = L April 1967

During this period Hik164 Tlew mwmercus adzinistrative fights in the
- Qkirava areace : ' o ) , ‘
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A rehearsd troon 15t in nrcnwwion i‘o" -""orcise nilltop V.L.. vas
conductod on this date. One Gil-46 launched as 5%, onc as TAG(A),, end
Yen as troop carriers, larines of 2/3 weie Lndod in he Northern Training
‘irea of Oldnm:a. After cibtablishing their positions ashore the troops ,were
bac" loaded aboard.the’ .,ai 7, with a Bo%al oi‘ f61 3.arine.» being hcli-l:.i"ted.

mm;u, 167 T O S S

mercisa mmon vn comencea on this dates AL 0630 ono CH=/6 daiinchad
as Sil, and ene laubehed as TAC(A)e At 0540 ten CB-/48's launched with troops
8;‘.‘ 2/3 zboerd. The londing was oxecnted in the Horthern Training froa of
.ci':awa. )

rollém.n._, d*a co*zpl, uiO’l of u‘ze troop lu."c tur'*e C;-_T-Lé'c* 1ift=d thc
Coarmand Groun fram the Prineston to la ﬂdinL; gone iiile O, 4

A 1650 tirec CH=-/61's :lounched -on ¢ heavy lift of two 10; ‘1 Howitzers .
’A tI'OO")-a from Blue Beu.c‘x to landing zore "ILI .. , .

Two CH-Z,G's launcned on a mdical evacuation from 0“967311 ’ carryinb
onc nedical cvacuation back to the Irianceton. . .

. :Several routinc resupply and aiministcative flights were flown throughout
the remainder of the day. ' : ,

17 Aprll 1967

Exercise Hilltop VIT ended on this date. - Eight CHe46's backlogdod troops
of 2/3, two CH-46's backloaded the artillary pieces to the LPD-5, and sevcral
adninistrative flights wore conducteds

..~18, April 1967.. oo o "j:'*, BTSRRI

Day and mi.ght carrier qualiﬁcations were conducted aboard tho USS A
Princecton. '

Soveral administrative flights woro flown among ‘the "ship"s’ of tho SLF. .
19 = 21 April 1967 T *

- Numérots edministrativo flights were flown on thosc datos.
22 April 1967 SO

" D'w Ddy - Oporation’ BEACON STAR, Phasc T’ coxmnenccd ‘with an 0800 Lv-Hour,
1000 H-Hour, Tweclvo CH-46's launched from the USS Princotor at 0740 with

troops of 2/3 aboard. The landing was cxoouted in tho coastal region,

botwocn Dong Ha and Phm Bal. A total of 513 U. S. troops were heli-lifted .
by the atrikojairdrai‘t into landing zones JAY and WREN, no firo was rcco:.vod \
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At 1153 the four Sparrow Hawk aircraft woro launched to 1ift 241 troops
into YD560518, No firc was rcceived, :

_ Throughout the remoinder oi‘ the 'day scveral administi'ativo flights were
flown from the eghips of the SLF to the sccurcd landing zones in the Strike
Areq, . v . ‘ ‘ .

23 April 1267

Scveral administrativo ond résupply flights were launched from the
Princcton,

Six airdraft launched to RON at Phu Bai in support of IIT MAF,
24, April 1967 -
~ Pour gircraft launched to Pm Bai in support of III MAF.

Scverel routine resupply and troop lifts wore flown in suppért' of BEACON
ST:R, Phasc I. - : '

@ At 1600 the SLF was ‘chopped to the Third Marino Division.

25 fpril 1967

Four aircraft lifted “ﬁ" Company, 2/3 from YD545487 to a biockin’g position
. at ¥D600540. 157 U. S. Troops werce lifted into position, no firc was rccchode.

Several resupply and administrative flights wero flown from the Princoton.

26 April 1967

A Eight CH~46's launchcd on a strike mission involving "H", "G", and "EM
Companics of 2/3., Prior to thc complotion of the 1lift HMM=164 was ordercd
to heli-lift troops of 2/3 to Pm Bai, ¥rom Pau Bai thc troops were to be
Tlown by C=-130's to Khc Sonh, YHM, "GY and MEY companics wore then holis
lifted To Phu Bai, and "F" company was liftod back to the LHI-5. Scven

. CH~46's worc then lounched to Khe Sanh to await furthor dovclopments.
These aircraft worc lator released and roturncd to tho Princcton,

A mmbor of logistic support and adwministrative flights were also conductod
on this date, ) - :

‘At 2400 BEACON STAR, Phasc I torminatod. Commencomont of BEACON STAR,
Phasc II. , o : : :

27 -April 1967
Six aircraft lifted "F" Company, 2/3 from tho LPH-5 to Dong Ha.
ﬁ?@ifﬁ"‘i%istic support and .administrative flights werc flown.
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28 Aprll 196'7 R

Four aircroft flying from Khe So,nh in ﬂupport of Opor'rhion REACON QTAR .
"~ Phasc II flow mdical evacuatn.on and Joglstlco.l “apport missionss- No f:.ro
iwas peceiveds.... 1 v & C TR

Two CH-46!'s launched on the ¢ommand and control m:l.ssion.

Two CH-46's lounched to Phu Bal in support of tho III MAF. he fllght
comploted two recomnaissance team inscrtion/extraction miszions.

Two CH-46'0 flylng from he Princcton completcd an cxtraction of a
recomnaissanct: team in.the Dong Ho dreas © .-

29 April 1967

Four aireraft lmunchod to. P Bai ‘in:support of III MAF. - Whilo in du;port
of III MAF these o.ircraft flcw loglstlc sapport, combot troop, and modical
© e&vocuation missions, . . : g ' A

Four aircrﬂ flying from Khe Sanh in support of BEAOON STAR, Pnaso II \
flow a mmber of resupply and medical evacuation missionse o -~ . .

30 April 1967 » e eny

: Pour aircraft fly:mg out of P Bai .&n- support of III MAF complotod
-rcr*upply and medical evacuation missionse: . s : ‘

» Four aircraft flying: cmt of "Khe - Sanh* completed 1o upply. and Modical
evacuation missions, ' .

Onc CH-46 flying medical evacuation miscions dub of Khe Sarh roccived
“emall.ariis £irc”in the zohe ot XD778450.and XD783443. . Tho:- alrcraft, YT-22
‘book 4 hl'bs at XU778450 w1th ncgatlvo inJury to por.,onncl. 3

-

j Mo.y 196’7

Aer""D.fu of HMM-164 flow. loglstic Saupport mcdlcal etvacua’clon, and - .
oombat troop missions'out of:.Khe-Sanh in support of BEACON ST/R, . Phage- II.

4o Moy 1267 -

Tuya C-46%8 lenunched from Khe Sanh at 0600 -on an amergency" wedical
. evacuation-from. the Lang-Vei Speeial Forccs Compound noar ‘Khe Sanh,. Throe
U. S, and twenty scven ARVN battle ovacuations were roturned to Khe Sanhe

Mreraft of IMM-164 flying from Khe Sanh complotod rosupply and medical
av-vau'w*lon n1 sion.,. _

o

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
~ NOFORN . ‘ e |
5 Moy 1967 |

. lfircraft of HM=16/ flying from Kh¢ Sanh complotodmladi‘cale'-\racﬁationv ’
#roop 1ift, #2supply, and reconnaissance team inscrtion/éxtraction missions

. Onc CH-46 flying from Khc Sanh on a dombat ¥roop nission struck troos
in the landing zonc at XD777455. The aircraft, ¥YT=21l, was able to return
to Xhe Sanh with damage requiring blade changes on the forward rotor hoad.'

Onc CH-46, pilotcd by Major A. B, COLBERT, capturcd I NVA at XD784460.
The prisoncr was roturned to Khe Sanh. ’ B ‘

 Onc CH-46 lounched from the Princoton carrying a psychological yarfarc
tcon to Khe Sanh. ' . ;
6 = 8 May 1967

Aircraft of HM¥-164 oporating from Kho Samh flow a mmbor of troo,
rosupply, medical evacuation, and Tecommaissanco tcam insertion/extraction
migslonse  On 7 Moy 1967 fire was reccived at XD846494, no hits woro taken.

® 9 May 1967

Mrcraft operating from Khe Sanh flew resupply, modical evacuation, and
reconnnissance tean inscrtion/axtraction missions. ‘ .

Y %
"%, %:

. - Three cmergency rFesupply missions ‘were flown botwoon the hours of 1600«
2000 from Khc Sanh to Hill 803, Hill 802, and XD746465, Firc was rcccived
from the vicinity of XD746465, no hits werce taken. .

10 May 1967

At 0130 a scetion of two CH-46's launched from Khe Sanh on an cnergency
cxtraction of an 8 man reconniassance team from XD758534. On the initial
attenpt of this extraction the lcad aircraft, YI-38, roceived heavy automatic
weapons fire upon ontering tho landing zone, sustaining 48 hits. Pilot,
co-pilot, ercw chief, gunncr, and corpsman were all WIA.' The second aircraeft,
YP~1l, rcccived one hit with no injury to porsomnnel, The: flight was forced

. to return to Khe Sanh becuasc of the critical battle damage sustained by
YT-1& the rcconnnissance team was still in the lading zono.

Lt 0235 o sccond scction of two CH=46's launched from Khe Sanh to attempt
the rciraction of the reconnaissance tcam at XD758534. On- the approach tJ. 5
the zonec the lecad aircraft, YT-5, reccived a heavy volumn of gutomatic
Wweapons fire sustaining 23 hits. The pilot, Coptain, P. T. LOONEY, was
fatally wounded and the trow chicf and corpsman were wounded, though not
sericuslys The co-pllot of ¥T=5 was able to gain control of the aircraft
and return to Khe Sanh. Tho status of tho mission was still incomplete..
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Throughout the rest of the day airdraft of HMM-164 flew mmerous -
_Pesupply,. modlcal e vacuation a.nd rcconnalsscnce {;eam Lnsortlon/ mrbraction
LBigsions.. . ‘ S : .

11 - 12 loy 1967

. A:chraf‘t of HMM-164 operatlng fron Khe Sanh flew ; esupply, £ro o;{i-_};fift,
and Tedical €V acuation missions, in support of BLT 2 3.

1800 - Terrnnatlon of. BEACON ST&R, Pha.so II.

) Intelllgzence/ Counter-In’celllgence

LY o

A/C Fired on Inc:Lden'bs A/ C Hl‘b Hit Sortles : chﬁ
4 24, 6 93 65 12503

Ratio of aircraft hits to aircraft fire onf‘“_f S 1 10451

“"'Ratio of alrcraft hits to sorties flown:.. - dup, i
Ratio of aircraft hit to sorties flown: 1@6 5
Ratio of aircraft hit to hours flown: 12050 .
Ratio of aircraft hit to aircraft fired on: BRI 83 s S .
" Hreakdown of fire 'inéide_nté.‘wifé'h respect ,‘t.o" alt 1‘mde~ o
o }I_B}}gg_nj,_s ST Acmit . ... Mtitude - ‘
T U
3 0 500-999
2 0 1000~1499
4 0 1500+ . -
2. 2 . UNKNOWN, ALTTTUDE
i - .
- |

s - o
NOEORN—— .

M&BN—@MSSM@D
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PART IIT - MISCELLANEOUS | | e p——_

8. The following personncl reccived awarde as indicated for the-
nonth of April 1967,

me 3 RANK SERNO IWARD
BImNC‘IARD, D. 4, CAPT 088326 ATR MEDAL
BORDELON, A, M:  C.PT 087735 u

©...BROSS, Ni.Js - -CAPT - 090796 - "

CHAPMAN, Av Go...- CAPT . 085481 - "
COMOILY, J. L.  1ST LT 068408 DISTINGI ISHED FLYING CROSS

CORS, D. ’F. 2ND IT 095280 ATIR MEDAL

" F/RRELL, L. J. CAPT 085103 "

o f'FOR-'EMi'LN,..Lo Cc Cf . ' 088837 "o
FREDERICK, D. L. CLPT 089692 . .
GODWIN, R, E. 1T LT - 092615 ‘ "
GROVES, R. R. CAPT 090887 u
EORGSON, J. He CAPT 091124 "
"~ KIRK, L. o CAPT 089986 "
-‘, . LANGIEY, E. T. MLT - 062403 - i
LINDSAY, W. W, 1ST LT 092661 n
P, T. CAPT 089775 "
15. A. CLPT 091126 "
NDNROE, J. L. 2ND LT 092762 "

. O!'BRIEN, C. H. MLT 060478 _ n
FIUMMER, J. R. AT 056741 - "
PORTIR, R. D. CAPT 087348 J
ROBERTS, C. M. 1ST LT 091011 n
ANTHONY, D. G. 1CPL 2137200 "
BALL/RD, L. C. SGT 1926935 "
BEAMON, S. K. LCPL 2136895 "
CL/BAUGH, J. F. CFL 2152356 U
COCHR.N, J. D CPL 2162220 "
DAVIS, J. C. SGT 837117 "
ENGLEHART, L, E. LCPL , 2094090 "

. GREGORY, G. L. 1CPL 2184250 "
HORTON, G. E. LCPL 2163375 n
JEI.LISON J. C. ICPL . 2160321 "
JONES, G R. CFL 2105395 "
KELLY, L. M. CPL 2127403 "
LAGRAND, L. D. LCPL 2144598 "
LINEB/UGH, S. M. CFL 2121623 n
McDONALD, M. P. CFL 2138786 "
SLNDERS, R. W. SGT 1880124 "
TAYLOR, D. C. SGT 2072438 U

pa—— e
¥y B T
® | S 17GPORN
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Do fasualties

Circunstancos surroundlng the bolow llsted crewmembor%ilnjurles

,

arc cescribed in the Narrative portlon of thls report for 10 May 1967.
NAME . 7 RANK smmo S IA/’(IA ' DATE
COLBIAT, 4e B,  MAT . 021266 wIA 10 MAY 67

100ONEY, P. T. CAPT 089775 N KIpa -~ : "

RC‘“”R’Ir):, C.M.  1STLT 093031 . - - WIL cEom

5. ey Ce ’ SGT (.(\':)331 . WI-A . N n

R, D, Co CFL 2132492 . WIA "

YMCRONALD, M. Po  CIL 2153786 : WIA "
BRIDGES, E. L. -1 4952311 USN. S WIA " .

el LAt
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JARTHE MEDTUM ELICOPTIR STUADRON 164
Marine Adrcraft Group 15

' Ninth liarine Zmmwhibiocus Brigade
FP0, San Francisco 95601 '
\ . : 3:CEO:nnf
: : MMM Led 3 8 1 Fnew 3480
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From: Commanding Officer 7
To:  Commander, Task Group 79.5

Subj: &fter Action Report, Operation BIACOI STAR; submission of
"Ref: CTG 79.5 Operation Plan 1204~57
(1) Chronology of Significant Zvents -

(2) Analysis of ileliconter Operations
(3) statistical Swmnary L

Enecl:

1, In accordance with the insiructions contained in reference (a),
enclosures (1) tlhwrough.(3) ‘are subnitted.

2. This letter nay be downgraded to_UECLASSIFIED ﬁpon the removal
. of enclosures (1), (R) and (3)¢

3 4
7 i
; P
L 3 SR 4
‘f‘ S P 5::.,“”_,‘") [ g ‘\
n NP % inin) ri .
2(- D. HeiITRICK

DOWNGRADED AT 3 yEAR INTERVALS - 4
DECLASSIFIED -AFTER 12 vEans

DOD D17 5200.10
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGHIFICANT EVENTS

22 April 1967

D~ Day ~ Operation BEACON STAR, thase I comenced with an 0800
I~Hour, 1000 H-Hour., Twelve CH~46's Juanched from the USS Princeton.
at 0740 with troops of 2/3 aboard. The landing was executed in the
coastal region, between Dong Ho and Fhu Bai, ' A total of 513 Ues Se
troops werc heli-lifted, by the Strike alrcraft into landing zones '
JAY and WREN, mo fire was received on the landing. :

4t 1153 the four Sparrow Hawk aircraft were launched to 1ift 241
troops into ¥YD560518, o fire was received.

Throughdut the remainder of the day scveral Administrative flights
’ ‘ were flown from the ships of the SLF to the securcd landing zones in
the Strike Arca. ’ S o

. 23 April 1967

Scveral Administrative and Resﬁpply flights were launched from
the Princeton. - : -

Six aircraft launched to RON at Phu Bai in support of III MAF.
24, hpril 1967
~ Four aircraft launched to Pm Bal in support <f IIT MAF.

Scveral routine Resupbly and Troop lifts wcre flown in support
of BEAGON STAR, Phasec I. ' '

- At 1600 the SLF was chopped to the Third Marine Division,

25 _Aoril 1967

‘ ' Four aircraft lifted WHM Company, 2/3 from YD545487 to a blocking /
position at YD600540. 157 U. S. troops were lifted into position, no :
fire was received. '

Severgl Resupply and administrative flights were flown from the
Princcton. T : o . C

26 Jpril 1967

Eight Cli-46's launched on a strike mission involving U“H", "G" aml
WEM Gompanies of 2/3. Prior to the completion of hic Lift HMM-164
was ordered to heli-lift troops of 2/3 to Pm Bai, .From Fixt Bai the
troops were to be flown by C-~130's to Khe Sanh.

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

T LT T E ST B - = NE

R T was
nge, 0GH and VE® Conpanlcs were then hell-llfted to BaJ. s and B ‘
"F" company was 1iftdd back to the LPil=5, Seven Cli-46's were then o

launched to Khe Sanh to await further developecments. Thesc aircraft
-wore later released and ricturned to the Princeton. S N ‘

A mzmbor of Loglstlc Supnort and”; dmnsn.tratwc fllghts were a.lso
conducted on this da.te. _ § : s B, :

S At 2400 BEACON T’R, ,Phase I temlnated. Connencement of BE! CON sTan,
' Phase Il. ' : : . . 4 '

27 April 1967 - |
| Six aireraft lifted ugpw Compaqy,,Q/B from the LPH-5. to Dong Hq.

Several, Logistic &;pport, and Administrative flights werc flown.

) 28 April 1967 .
Fcur aircraft flying from Iﬁlc Sanh in support of Operatlon BmlCO“J :

5T4R, Phasc II flow Medlcal Evacuation and Logistical Support r.d.ssmns. .
Yo fire was received. .

Two CH-46's leunched on ‘the Comnd and Control m.ssmn. : : - .

Two CH~46's launched to- Phu Bai 4in suppert of III MAF. Tho - flight
o corpleted two Roconnaissance Team Inoertlon/ﬁbcbractlon ru.,sions. :

Two CH=46's flying fron the Princéton. completv..d an exbractlon of a
reconnaissance toan in the Dong Ha arode .

29 April 1967

Four aircraft lannched to Pm Bai in support of III MAF, Whilc in
: _support of III MAF thesc- aircraft flew Lom.stlc Su.pport, ‘Conbat Troop, : .
s+ - ond Medical Evacuation missionse ‘ RS : ‘

: Four alrcra.ft i‘lylng from Khe Sanh in support of B..ACON STAR s Fhase
IT flew a mnber of Resupply and Modlcal Evacuatlon m.ssions. .

N

3“ Apr:.l 1 967

. Four aircraft flying out of P Bai in support of 111 MAF completed
_ Rcsupply and Medlca.l Evacuation missmns.

: I‘our alrcraft flylng ou'h of* 'ihe Senh. completcd Rcsupply gnd Mcdlcal

Bvacu«t:.on mssn.ons.
H

: One CII-1,6 flylng Mcdlca.l Evacuatlon missione L. ox "Kﬁe' San]:i ‘received‘
& ‘small arms fire in the zonc at XD778450 ad XD783443. The aircraft, YT~22,
took A hlts at XU7784.50 with negatlve injury to personnel P
A 3
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Adreraft of HMM-1 64 flew LOng'LlC Su pport, Medical Evacuabion, and
Conbat Troop missions out of Khe Sanh in-support of BEACON STAR, Phase IT.

& Moy 1967

Two C'I«c&b‘e 1aunched fron Khe S'mh at 0600 on an energency Medical
Evacuation from the Lang Vei Special Forces Compound ncar Khe Sanhs Three
u. S. and 'buenty seven. ARVN battlc GV"LCU.“"blOHS were returned to "he Sanh,

Mrcraft of HI’M-‘I 64, flylng fron th Sanh completed Resupply and
Modlcﬂ Evacuatlon m::_ssmns.

Mav 196’7

Alrcru‘t of IM‘I—164 flylng fromn’ Khe Sanh completod Medlcal Evachation,
Lroop Llft Regupply, and Rcconnalsgance Tean Insertlon/Extractlon i

. nissions. . o

_ One uﬂ*m/ 6 flying from Khe Sanh on a Coﬁbat' Troop mission struck trees
in the ianding zone at XD777455. The aireraft, ¥T~21, was able to return
to Khe Sanh w1th danage requiring. hlade ch'mges on the forward rotor head.

‘ One CH-46, piloted by Mojor A. B. COLBFP"‘, captured 1 WVA at XU784460.
The prisoner was returncd to Khe Sanho :

6 - & May 1967

Lircraft of i1 64 o*oeratlnrf from Khe Sanh flew a mumber of Troop,
Ros upply, Medical Evacuatlon, and Reconnaissance Tean Insertion/Extraction
nissions. On 7 May 1967 fire was recelvod at XD846494, no hits were
taken,

- ¢
-

9 Moy 1967

. AMroraft operating from Xhe Sanh flew Rcsupply, Medical Evacuation,
and Reconnalssance Tcam Inscrtlon/Extract:Lon nlss:Lons.

Three emergency Resupply nissions were flown between the hours of
1600~2000 from rhe Sanh to Hill 802, Hill 803, and XD740465. Fire was
received fron the vieinity of’ ‘“U746465, mio hits were taken,

10 I_j 1967

At O1 30 a sectlon of two CII—Aé's launched from Khe Sanh on an
emorgency extraction of an 8 man rccomnaissance team from XD758534. On
the initial attempt of this extraction the dead airecraft, YI-18, received

. heavy automatic weapons fire upon entering the landing zone, sustalnlng 48
hits. Pilot, co-pilot, crew chief, gunner, and corpsman were all WIA.
- The sccond airérai‘t,“ YT~1, received onc hit with no injury 4o personnel.

‘ E The flight was forced to return to Khe W the criticnl battle

demage sustained by YT=-18; the ﬁeﬁ'ﬁ“"‘” iss m% still in the

“4anding zones - - &: NG m
‘ Encroriie b(1)

¥ o
or AR .

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

e = < _ —wan

Av-0235 a second seetion of two CHe4bHls la unchpd frn“l uaeg rﬂ@m .
attorpt the retraction of tho reeonnaissance toon ot UDT56534. On-the .
apnroach to the zonc the lead aireraft, TT=5; received o heavy volw 0w of .
~anbonatic weapons fix o-sustoining 23, h:z:c.s. Tho wilot, Capbain, P. B
LOCHNEY, wes favally Uoundu and the crew cnmf and corpsmnon wero "ouncagzg’
b ’)U.'T"h not serlmxsl:,:. i‘he co=pil, n’c of w5 uas able to gein control. of vhe
aircraft and return-to: ‘{he ‘Sanhe - The. Sum.bu.S oi‘ 'L_lv ".‘L..SSlf’)n was uulll
:anonhlo"uoq. Cowmiio 0wy . . . ce
o . Throug nout e rest.of uhO day u:ch:c t of IIM-164 £l evg TIGIOUS
ucsumly hedlc'i! ”‘vacu"t ion and. ’iocanmwlssance “om Insertio Ib:'c'-"*culon
1..1ss1.')ns. 0 8 - Coh T
11~ 12 hay 192§7_ : BT PR v
:Mrw.ft of i ting from "fhc Sanh flew Resupply, “roop Lift,
and nedlc_al dyacua; hs s -in su-apo t of GLJ? 2/3. o
SERNO _wLﬁa . DATE g -
bl W Ay o
. S
Lo 4 s :
: COLEERY, 4 051255 LWL 10 M-.J 1947 _
s ; LOONEY, P, . ) QuBaTY5 - KIA " -
o 3, Ga. M 091011 WIR e ‘
C. .+ SGT 2065531 WIA "
R, C. *. CiL 2132492 WIL, "
cDO»u:LD M. P, CI . R133738 S WIA o
MIDC“S P L.' 952311 - WIA. wo-
1;.1u0113_"‘ence i)ou'
o fC.it  Hits - Sorties -ours
. , zo' | 6 . 9. 3315 |, 85h.k. . .
: RV £ aiferaft hit.do airc’:raft fired om: . 1:7483
2atLo 6f direralt hits to sorties flowm: -~ - "@ 1:35.25
4 Aot edreraft hit o sortieg flowm: = £ Xe54643
L satdo of a aircraft hit 4o hours flowm: S 1 VA L
v Gatio of -airver 1fu hits to airecraft f:.red on' 134393
\ reakdown of firé irlci enus wm’-l ros: *ec"(.'“o '\luluude'
meldonts o Mo, Adtade
” - . .o e . PN ;.
. . | 9 4 . ) _,O...LOL,
s A .0 . N 500099
1 , 0 i "1000-145%
4 0 A 21500 %
2 - R T CUFENOR
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P ANLLYSIS OF HFLICOPTER OPERATIONS |

s

- 1s ' General

- This operation constituted the first cnployment of a CH=46 squadron
- operating-with-an SLF in actual combzt arphibious operations, and is -
considercd an adequate test of the CH46 in exphibious warfare. Somk
significant problens were encountered and are discussed in tho follow-

ing paragraphse
2? . gis
as Phasc 1

(1) Ship= hore Movemente The CH-46 providos an excellent
vehicle for the initial buildup of troops ashore. In three waves of
twelve aircraft each, two companies werc completely landed in two
separate landing gones. This rapid landing of the helicopter asswmilt
troops provided the landing force with an early capability for resupply,

. : ncdical ovacuation and further troop nmobility. . _

() crations Ashores Since emeryy contact in the objective
- arca was very light, full capability of the CH-46 to support operations
- ashore was not realized during the poriod D¥l to D+3. On D¥, 2
' simltaneous 1lift of three companics into cight different landing zones
‘ was conducted. The successful accomplishnont of the initial portion
of this mission is indicative of the valuo of the CH-46 as a troop
carricr. Further exploitation of the tdctical advantage goined by
this 1ift was procluded by emergency cormitment of BLT 2/3 to the
Khe Sanh area, and the BLT was disengaged prior to the conpletion of
- the somroh and destroy operation.

~ (3) Withdrawal, Due to the urgency of the commitment of the
BLT to the Khe Sanh arca, augnentation of the SLF squadron by aircraft
fron the First Marine Aireraft Wing was provided; therefore, an eval-
- uation of the time factors involved in disengagenment and withdrawal -
‘4 utilizing only the SLF squadron could not be acconplished,

be Phasc IT - , i

(1) Operations fishore. The squadron utilized the LPH as its
ceﬁerational basc to support the engagenient of the battalion in %he
Khe Sanh area, which was epproxinately thirty-five niles fronm the
Helicopter .Transport Area. This situation is considercd to be umisual
in the amphibious conceopt and gencrated some signigicant protlenms in
in the support of forces ashorc. On scveral occasions, aircraft werc
out of cormission at the. .Ihe Sanh airficld due to mechanicsi difficulties;
which required the transpprtation of nzintenance persomnel, .equipnent
and spare parts to the area to effecct repairs. Comrmnications diffi.
cult_g':_ggnggﬁjﬁyge cxcessive distance served to compound this probisn _
~ arca. During the first several days of this phasc o operations, alpr-
craft crows were sometines cormitted to flight duty hours in exress “of
. the normallggmwmepted safety parancters, but this situati

e ’

rclicved as the operation progressed.

/
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() Vithdrowal, | Tho withdrawal of the forcos’ ashorc was ‘
conducted ns an administratize backload.. The only s:.gnii'icarfb problen -
fron the squadron's standpoint was one circraft romaining at Khe-Sanh - : .

E airfield duc to scverc battle danage, No heavy 1ift hollcoptcrs (CH-53
SN . or equivalont) were av'u_lo.blc f‘or nirern j"f r'»“rlo-ml

Co Probi!cns Encountorf‘d T
O (J) Non~availability oi “uir crk,:.t spore’ paris pia ved tu,
squadron throughout the operation. In nany casés, aircraft were nade: : ,
available only by sw1tching critical parts fron one aireraft to another, '
at o considerable cost in maintenance mm/hours and” an ‘incrcasge in
flight safety risk factor. Tho situation in this problcm ‘arca had-not - ,
mproved by thc conclusion of the' oprration. : L -

(”) "*ili'rﬁ‘f'n on of aireraft for certoin nissions th"owmhml,
the oremw.ou woe considercd poor Gus o essigimeont of ordy ous nodel
hCllCOpuCL o the SLF, CI:-Z,‘J airer af‘u had o “ba wbilizod for: comnnrd
and conbrol ndssions and for medical cvacnation missicns imwolving
Qindhed rubbers of caiualtios, Bettor utilization could heve bucn
accorplished had the SLF been assigned a dotachrment of UH-1E helicopters '
. to accormplish these nissions. frmed UH-1E's wore pmv:.dcc} to support
©the initial ship-to-sherc movenont, but arrived the morning of DeDijr,
Cliniting uhc' by i‘,.?tlorop_g.‘:«.ﬁ. jntugrah,tcn imbo *the air/grour” tesms

" Wlic eoneept oF opuraticns was sound, with tho poss1b I3 excepe
tion of employment of SLF forces at an cxecssive distance irland firom
the  snpporting ARG suipping, It is roalized thet *he urgency o the

. situation whlch necossitated this:phase of opcu. ong was ovorriding,

- and the succossful accomplishr nent of the mission significantly cnpha~

N sizos uhO flcxl.b".ll’bj and cffectisrenoss ~f aq*h" bious forcos.

b '"Im ack OF adeguate suppiy supuuf.. of the umborked ’hel‘ico*‘r‘; or
squadron during this operation urgcn*ly denands abhontion at all iarols
to prevent furthcr seri ouq dOuCT‘lO‘Y‘”blon cf‘ bhO c-'mo'zu Off“C’bl’VeI"euﬁ o
~oJ.' the landing forcese : : e .

c. Enbarked hollcopters of tho landing force. should includo at
least two arned UH+1E and one unarmed UH-1E aircraft, . Addition of -
these aireraft weuld erhance she offectiveness of “the larding force ty

© providing orned escort of assmlh waves, tactindl alf o

. J“J:rfw\,d asotmand and control cc ww Ly and evacuat

X . withoud the adversc diversien of Cii6A alrerafs
" In thc evont of noneavailability of JH-1D 'r*olif'o
woﬂ* ‘12 glven to tho ebtachnont: of 2t least !

uhlen equ: -o 'wcconplW sh a L.ll of. 1h anovo migsions

R
\>

o
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. T , . STATISTICAL SUMMARY
OPERATION BE/CON STAR PHASES I AND IT
22 IFRIL - 12 MAY 3967
DATE SORTIES PASSENGIRS CARQO # MEDEVACS — FLIGHT HOURS-
22 AFR . 155 &390 3¢5 0 3heR
23 LR 211 606  19.3 5 64,20
| 64 ATPR 86 . 275 ' .901 1 2{7'1
25 ATR L 143 529 15,8 12 35,9
26 4FR 196 898 6.0 14 559
27 LR T4 243 2.7 1 22.2
28 1PR .78 : 82 6.1 1 29.5
e 20 SPR : 219 522 18,5 37 5302
30 iR 18 252 1203 122 . 52.8
1 MAY 253 578 33.3 40 ' 62,7
2 MLY C 116 188 19.9 18 302
C ) .3 MAY 168 308 26,6 160 56,9
, LMY 126 99 - 24.7 9 : 35,5
5 WAY 202 527 40.6 33 15,8
. | 6 MAY ‘ 143 ~ 159 L5:8 7 29¢5
: 7 MAY . 112 185 3504 - 12 264
. & MAY 122 - 327 1941 19 e
_ 9 MAY 207 » 459 - 2449 25 - 4246
10 MAY 166 260 357 9 39.0 .
11 MAY 254 G5 25,1 -1 2.3
A2 Y 103 272 22,8 1 237
TOTALS: 3215 £624 M52 636 &5404

% Short Lons

S,

nciosire (3)
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@  PART IIT - MISCELLANEOUS

Awards: NONE

Casualties: NONE

Intelligence/Counter-Intelligence

A/C Fired On Incidents A/C Hit Hits Sorties Hours

14 8 3 3 868 398.1
Ratio of aireraft hits to aircraft fired on: l:4, 67
Ratio of aircraft hits to sorties flowns 1:266.0
Ratio of aircraft hit to sorties flowns: 1: 266,
Ratio of aircraft hit to hours flown: 1:95,9
Ratio of aircraft hit to aircraft fired on: l:e4,67!
'V Breakdown of fire incidents with respect to altitude:
Incidents A/C Hit ‘ Altitude
8 3 0-499
0 0 500-999
0 0 1000-~1499
0 0 1500+

Enclosure (1)
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o PART IV — SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
l. OCTG 79.5 Operation Plan 120A-67
2. Maps: Series: L7014

Sheet No: 6342 I

6342 II
6342 III
6342 IV
3. All briefs or information for briefs was furnished by SLF
Intelligence and Operation Section,
. 4 Enclosure (1)
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