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PART I
9 ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
STAFF OFFICERS PERIOD NAME |
Commanding Officer 1-31 Jul 1972  LTCOL E. C. HERTBERG
Executive Officer 1-16 Jul 1972 NAJ D. J. MOCKE
17-31 Jul 1972  VAJ H. A. MARBEVER
Operations Officer 1-31 Jul 1972  MAJ D. C. BRODIE
Administrative Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 CAPT J. B. MURRAY
Personal Affairs 1-31 Jul 1972 CAPT R. L. CALLIHAN
® Maintenance OFficer 1-31 Jul 1972  MAJ F. S. BELL
Logistics Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 MAJ T. W. TOLER
Intelligence Officer : 1-31 Jul 1972 15TLT J. W. BERGMAN

Personal Services Qfficer 1-31 Jul 1972 1STLT R. H. DOUGHERTY
NATOPS Officer 1-31 Jul 1972 CAPT R. T. SARLES

‘ Safety Officer ‘ 1-16 Jul 1972 MhJ H. A. MAKEEVER
17-31 Jul 1972  CAPT W. A. MURPHY

Location: 1-2 July, enroute Hong Kong.
3-8 July, Hong Kong.
9-10 July, enroute and arrive MR-1 HVN,

‘ 11-31 July, MR-1 RVN. -
\verage Monthly Strength: USMC UsN OTHER TOTAL

OFF/ENL  OFF/ENL  OFF/ENL OFF/ENL
58/2L,6 1/2 0/0 59/ 248

Important Visitors: Major General L. E. BROWN, CG, 1STMaW, 1 July 197Z2.
Brigadier General E. J. MILLER, CG, 9TH MiB, 1 July 1972.
"R4DM W. D. TOOLE Jr., COMPHIBGRUONE 11 July 197Z2.
Brigadier General E. J. MILLER, CG, 9TH MaB, 11 July 1972,
LtGen. L. METZGER, CG, 3D MuF, 18 July 1972.
Major General J. C. FEGAN, CG, 3D MARDIV, 27-28 July 1972,

Awards: Silver Star - One
Purple Heart - One
Navy Achievement - One
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry - lst Class - One
2nd Class - Seven
' : 3rd (lass ~ One

Air Combat Crew Wings — Fifty-Three
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Promotions: To Sergeant - One
. To Corporal ~ One
To Lance Corporal - Ten

PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1l Jul - Two CH-46's carried MajGen BROWN, CG, lst MaW and BrigGen
MILLER, CG, 9th MAB from USS DENVER to USS OKINAWA and then
on to DaNang Squadron aircraft escorted an Army UH-1, which
landed aboard ship the previous evening with two medevacs,
back to Tan My. The two medevacs were taken to DaNang after
initial medical treatment aboard ship. The squadron, aboard
USS OKINAWA (LPH-3), departs MR-1 RVN for Hong Kong.

. 3 - 9 Jul - Arrived Hong Kong, The squadron hosted officers and enlisted
' personnel from the 28th Squadron, RAF for a tour of the ship
and squadron aircraft., The British Forces hosted squadron
personnel to several functions which included; tours of
their installations in the New Territory and a 28th Squadron
Dinner Party.

10 Jul -~ Arrived MR-1 RVN. Commanding Officer of the Blst AU and
squadron representatives were flown to Blue kidge and Tripoli
for briefing on operation Lam Son - 72 (Phase 2). -

‘ 11 Jul - Operation Lam Son - 72 (Phase 2), commenced on 11 July with
a helo assault involving HMM-164/HMM-165, "F!" Troop, Ath
Air Cav. and two battalions from the First VNMC Div.,
supported by NGF, VNMC Arty., and U. 5. iir Force B-52
strikes and close air support. Twelve CH-46's, three CH-53's
and one UH~1 participated in the operaticn. Squadron air-

. craft lifted a total of 368 troops into two zones compiling
3L sorties and 18.3 flight hours. Two CH-46's had to be
abandoned along the retirement route due to heavy enemy fire,

. The crews were picked up safely and returned to the ship.

The two downed aircraft were lifted aboard ship later in the
day by two CH-53's, A third CH-46 had to be lifted aboard
ship after it encountered transmission difficulties while
flying a recovery team ashore,

14 Jul - in awards ceremony was held at which 42 Air Combat Crew Wings
were presented to HMM-164 enlisted personnel. In addition,
the Purple Heart was presented to an enlisted crew member
and the Navy Achievement Medal was awarded to an officer of
the squadron. Also nine officers and one enlisted man were
awarded Vietnamese awards at a ceremony held at the lst
VNMC Div, HDQTRS. The squadron flew General MILLER and his
party to the awards ceremony.
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~ - 17 Jul - RADM W, D. TOOLE Jr. was flown te various ships in vicinity
. of USS OKINAWA. Newsmen were flown from DaNang to USS
NEWPCRT NEWS.
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17 - 18 Jul - Conducted VIP mission carrying LtGen. L. METZGER, CG, 3d M4F
to various ships in the local area and a visit with HMM-164.
fiboard the USS BLUE RIDGE, LtCol. E. C. HERTBERG was presented
the Silver Star for heroic achievement on 11 July 1972 by
LtGen, METZGER. One UH-1E and one CH-46 carried newsmen on
a photo recon of the Hue and DaNang area.

20 Jul ~ MAU and Squadron personnel attended a planning conference in
Hue,

21 Jul - MaU and Squadron personnel were flown to Huong Dien for a
planning conference. A4 jeep and communications gear was
‘ also flown to Huong Dien in preparation for LamSon - 72
(Song Than 94-72). -

22 Jul - HMM-164 continues it's support of the Lam Son - 72 operations
by participating in Song Than 94-72, lifting a total of 704
VNMC troops into two separate zones in two waves. A4gain
HMM-164 had the support of NGF, VNM( arty., Air Force B-52's
and TAC air, and gunships from "F" Troop, 4th air Cav, Ten
CH-46's four CH-53's and two UH-1E's participated in the
operation. These aircraft flew a total of 8l sorties, com-
. piling 28,6 total flight hours., A4ll aircraft returned to the
© USS OKINAWA undamaged. Two squadron aircraft picked up a
jeep and communications gear from VNi¢ CP and conducted a
Medevac mission of a Vietnamese fisherman from the USS DAVIS
(DD-937) to DaNang.

. 25 Jul - One routine Medevac was flown from the USS VESUVIUS (4E-15)
. to LPH-3., The squadron also conducted night operations
placing emphasis on night landings and instrument flying.

27 - 28 Jul - MajGen. J. C, FEGAN, CG, 3d MARDIV was flown to USS OKINAWA
from DaNang, After visiting HMM-164 he was transported to
visit Marines stationed aboard other ships in the &RG. The
General and his staff were then returned to DaNang.

29 Jul - The squadrén hosted members of "F" Troop, 4th Cav, and 1llth
CAG for a tour of the ship and a luncheon,

31 Jul - The ready aircraft was launched to assist in picking up a
man overboard off the USS ST. LOUIS.

PART III ‘
SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVINTS

1. Significant Lvents

‘ 1 Jul - VIP and Medevac mission, Depart for Hong Kong. \
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. 3 - 9 Jul - In port period — Hong Kong.
10 Jul ~ MAU and Squadron briefing on Blue Ridge and Tripoli.
11 Jui - Operation Lam Son - 72 (Phase 2).
14 Jul —_Awards ceremonies and VIP mission.
17 Jul - VIP and news media missions,
17 - 18 Jul - VIP énd photo recon mission, award ceremony,
| 20 Jul - Planning conference in Hue,
21 Jul - Planning conference in Huong Dien.
o . 22 Jul - Lam Son 72 (Song Than 9A-72) and civilian Medevac.

25 Jul - Medevac and night operations.
27 ~ 28 Jul - VIP mission,

29 Jul

"Fit Troop Luncheon.
31 Jul - Man overboard assistance given to USS ST. LOUIS.

Marine of the Month for July 1972 - Sgt. Michael McCUREY.

N
°

PART IV
SUFPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. Appendix A - Congratulatory Message for "Lam Son — 72" (Song Than 9-72)
. 29 June 1972,

2. Appendix B - Award nomination and Change of Command messages.()

3. Appendix C - Congratulatory Messages For "Lam Son - 72" (Phase 2).(+)

4. Appendix D ~ Schematic of Pickup Zone and Map of Operation Area,
Assault Landing Zones, and Houte Structure; Helo Timetable,
Flight Schedule and Congratuatory Messages for "Lam Son -
72" (Song Than 94~72)i (ropi)

5. Appendix E

Statistical Summary for 1-31 July 1972.
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RS ' On this map 8 LANE is considered as being » minimum of 2.

J . L B Dense forest or jungle indicates more than 25 percent of gr
5 B ‘ JQ.PPENDIX D than 25 percent of ground is concealed by canopy with und
Rimg rgm hay rimg gia chl rimg cdy baa phu m¢
chi rimg cdy bao phd mdt ddt trén 25% ifp than/

B ROADS — DUONG - SA
. All weather, hard suriace, two or mora lanes wide
.Y . R g o Duing Iring nhy, <6 hai hay trén hai I8i xe ai. -
R All weather, loose or light surface, two 67 more lanes wide
- YA - Duidng cin dd hay trdng mdng, c6 hai hay trén hai ldixe di— o .
Al weather, ha:d suriace, onelane wide .
1\;\ BDudng tring nhya, cé mbt 18i xe di -
i S All weather, [oose mjlight surface, one lana wide
- 5 Duong cdn ¢d hay trdng mong, <6 mpt 16i xe di -
iy . » - Fair or dry woather, {ooss surface — Dudng ddt -
It » : - Cart track— Budnq ding khai-khd -
; . “ Footpath, trail — Dudng mon, dudng bf-hdnh
I
ROUTE MARKERS DAHN.-HIEU DUONG.SA
. National; Interprovincial g
» . . . Quéc-g; Lien tinh 16
. N s Provincisl; Communal or other
2 Tinh16; Hwong-1§ hay khdc [

RAILROADS — DUONG XE LUA
Normal gauge, single track, 1 meter (3'3%") wide; Station

2 Logi dudng thudng, mt dudng, rong 1 mét; Ga, tram +
Normal gauge, double track
Loai dudng thudng, hai dudng -~
n ' Narrow gauge, single track .
6 Log: dudng hep, mét dudng. . — =

=J L Lgiaili

Al teatver: Seasona v LP“ ’ ' ~

Sdn bay: Dung quanh ndm; Timg mao

v

i
Bridge N H

Wood -~ Cdu g

Steel — Cdiu sdt. =
Concrete — Cdu xdy =
Footbridge — Cliu nhd -
Fercy— Phd
Ford — Chd 16i qua g -
Road on levee — Dudng ddp - : :
Levee, Wall — B ddp: Tuong - - -
Canal or ditch; Less than 18 meters wide; Over 1. Jers wide
nh hay muong ddo: Réng duck 18 mét; 17 \trén 18 mét —_
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MIKE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRO: - R
Maxrine iircraft Group 36 ~ ..A.M
1st Marine [drcraft Wing, Fi¥Pac m =
o FPO Sen Francisco, 96602 Sz
FLIGET SCHEDULE FOR: SITUED.Y 22 JULY 1972 (204) 2 3
SQUIDRON DUTY OFFICER: LT MURDOCH e
OPERATIONS DUTY OFFICER: LT BUTLER/LT GILL 2z
DUTY SECTION: ONE (1) 2§
READY 4/Cs CLPT S.RKIES/LT EELL .
SUNRISE/SUNSET 3 ‘ S ‘ 0625/1924, e
TLT £/C __ MODEX BRIEF __ TTD ﬁ@ﬁhﬁo@? CO-PILOT MSN POD__ DEST _ FEM.JKS
1-1 UH=1E E 0630 .0745  W/C MiJ }UKEEVER LTCOL HELTHBERG 600 HO3 HO3  ¢/C
12 0 o n " " LT GREENE C/{PT PENTZ R " C/C STINDBY
2-1 CH-46 =.¢! 07¢5 - 0820 " MLJ BRODIE LT McDOWELL 550 " " TLOOP LIFT
NIN it n i coon ft HL.H_ wmm‘g.,ﬁhz HL_H. B »\r.mam. 1 " i il 3]
2-3 i __H it 1 v LT HINES LT DURNEY 1 1t n n i}
NIN_. 1 =nul!u 4] n n ELH HOHMDH,. O.m_.MuH_ Z.M“HMOZ jH] 1 1 i it
Nl.m f L n n " C ;ﬁTH_ m.rM Hh_H_ WWH_H. " " n il n
onb M =H Byp M " TT BELLATS LT L.VOY nooou n it 1
3-1 U &6° 0855 " C/PT MURRAY LT DOUGHERTY 551 " i " " |
wlN i il . 3] ' it n Hhm Q;M%H..H_H H_H HuomH_ " n. it i f
3.3 M - " an " CAPT SCHEFFIZER LT CEYDEL weoon ] i ]
3=4 Wooow__ o 0 " . C/PT MUKPHY LT C.LEUSO oo " " L
3-5  moow oot " LT G.GLIZRDO LT PELOSO oo R " "
/=1'CE=53 "___ 0530 0630/0900 " M.iJ BELL LT G-12 550 " LPD/HO3 " . 1 NOTES /&5 A
fm2 Mmoo " " LT SIMS LT BRLEGER 551 " LST/HO3 " LI |
43 0 om_ oo oo " GLPT C/LIIH/N LT GILSON 552 " L1Ki/HO3 ¢ LI AN
befy Mmoo " "o LT VONHER. LT FUHIMLNN - 553 " LSD/HO3 oo %m .
5.4 0 m__ 4145 136C 1700 11 BiIIEY - LT JONES 951 "  HO3  D/N.NG MIRLOG NOTE ¢ |
5-2 CH-46 "__ =~ " LT P/PINL.U LT FORD L " L n noow !
64 ;. w__ ° TBL  TBL er CAPT S.GIES LT BELL 700 *® L FBADY 4/C WOTE 6 !
-2 ;r.”a« o w LT HINES LT DURNEY moow " ST.ND BY 4/C NOTE 5 ,
7=1 W 0600 0700 oqmo IT ©+PINELU __ LT FORD 950 " " TEST.
HOUSS FLOWN 25 OF 20 JULY 1972: 210.6 HOULS SCHEDULED FOR 22 JULY 1972: 31,0
HOWRS FLOWN ON 21 JULY 1972: 11.7
NOTES ON THE BICK .
ﬂ g \( . G, e i ,
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: " S¥ CTG SEVEN SIX PT FO'R
TO RHYSHV S/CHFLT COCRDSRU SATGON
INFO RUHGQAA/COM SEVENTHFLT
RUW JI1SA/COM PHIBPAC SDIEGO CA
RWMFIFA/CTF SEVEN SIX -
RUHGTA/CTG SEVEN NINE PT ONE
ZEN/CT@ SEVEN NIVE PT FOIR
ZEN/TG SEVEN SIX PT FOWR
- ZEN #JSS DENVER
ZEN/JSS WESTCHESTER COUNTY
Br

CONFIDENT IAL//VZS?ZZ/\/
PRE(REL SONG THANH 9A (WY ; g =
1o 'C) TME FOLL OWING PRESS ﬁ&L AsE IS. PROPOSED FOR IMMED IATE
’ CLE/RANCE AND RELEASE, e ; i
fo QUOTEs 0022 JUL 72{,,WITH T"IE S SFLEET AMPHIRICUS FRCES
FF THE COBST OF SOUI'H‘V'IETNAMooq ’i JING, FOR THE FIFTH TIME IN
THE LAST NINE WEEKS, ®S. MARINZ | LECQ"%LRS FR&“ FLEET AMPHI3ICUL3
FORJES LIFTED SOUTH VI"TVAWES!‘. EARI'\!ES f\i UL T FEHIND. ENEMY.

"
p
.l‘:“é

o

- PAGE ?wom«x 50642973 € ONFIDENTIAL
‘*. i'NES IN THE NORTHERN PROVINJES OF 50T VIETNAY, ,
3 ON A CLEAR DAY WITH IS ROKEN AND SCATTERED CLOUDS, THE
RMALE OF NAVY GUNFIRE IN THE SACK GROUND, AND ARMY CORA QUNSHIPS
FLYING COVER, U.S. MARINE CH~45 AND 53 HEL OS FROY MARINE MED T U
HZL ICOPTER SQUADRON 154 OPERATING FROM THE AMPHISIOUS ASSAULT SHIP
USS CKINAWA, LIFTED A BATTALION OF SOUTH VIETMAMESE MARINES INTO
@  TYO LANDING ZONES 3EHIND EWEMY LINES SOME SEVEN MILES NOTH AND EAST
_ O GUANG TRI CITY.
C. THE LANDING ZONES 4AD Z3EEN HEAVILY PREPARED BY 352 STRIMES,
GUVF IRE FROM SEVENTH FLZET CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS, AND 3Y TACTICAL
AIR STRIKES., FOLLGWINGC CLOSELY EMIND TME HEAVY PREPARATORY FIRES,
THE FIRST WAVES OF C4~45 4NJ <53 HEL 0S5 TOUCHED DO¥N AND D TSCHAR GED
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESZ LEATHERNECKS A30UT 2932 LOCAL TIYE. HEL I3(RNE
WAVES OF MARINES LANDED IN A SECOND ZONE AT 1283 LOCAL TIME AND
MOJED OUl QUICKLY T0 ENG GE THE ENEMY IN THE ARER. -
D. THE OFERATION, SONG THANH (TIDAL WAVE) 94, IS THE THIRD CQ¥o
BINEL' HELO A5SALLT CONDUCTED IV THE C.RRENT LAMSON 72 COUNTER-
OFFENSIWVE LAUNCHED TO DRIVE TYE ENEMY FROM TERRITORIES CAPTURED IV
THE M3 SSIVE INVASION OF SOUTH VIETNAM SOQME FOLR NONTHS AGO,
INITIAL REACTION WAS LIGHT AWD THE UoS. LEATHERNECK HEL OS ENCOUNT -

. ’ | ENCLOSURE (1{ )

&
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’ " PAGE THREE F:‘J“fa&)'if‘ “?ISCO»"GTIDEN‘T I ak :
ERED Jl’l‘iLE RES I FNCE PRI TO RETURNING TO THE SUPPIRTING AV HIS
I0US S1IPS 3AZLI\TL CL.OSE OFF THE COAST OF S0Urd VIETNAM.

E. sAPT E.Co mwmg COCMANDER Aler{iBIOUfa READY @RQU? 4LFA ANMD
CO. D.x, NEWTON, UONMANDING OFFICER 31ST MARINE a¥PHIBIOUS UNIT,
DIRECT:D AND COORDINATED THE OPERATICNS OF Uo8, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS 'NITS INVOLVED IN THE COPERATION FROM THE FLAGSHIP USS OKINAWA,
LTCOL k.C., HERT3ERG, CM4MANDED IHE OPERATIONS OF MARINE HELICOPTER
SUUADRN 164,
Fo “HE OFERATI(N WAS EVALUATED AS THE ONE OF TFE SMOOTHEST OF

THE FLE JOINT OPZinATIONS CO“JDU TED BY ‘S“Vn.all“*{ FLZET aMPAIBIOUS
FORCE 'WITS 3Y TH: PILOTS AND CREWNEN OF WM 184, MANY OF UHQY ARE

: VETER/! S OF ONE C3¥ MORE OF THE PREV IUJS *"‘"SSIO\}Sa SAID WA R

) DONAL: C. BRODIE, FROM INDIANAPGLIZ, INDIAN4, OPERATIONS . :

‘ OFF ICIH OF HYM 164, WHO HAS PILOUTED A CH-46 HELO IN EACH OF TVE PIE -
CHMBLID HELO ASSLULTE, AND-WHO ¥AS A FLICGHT LEADER IN TQODAY <8
OPERAT. ON, RUCTE...THE REAL XEY TO THE SUCCISS OF THE OPERATION
WAS THF TIMING ANDY ZFFECTIVENESS OF THE SUPPORTING ARMS FIRE 3¢ TH
852 %. UNMC ART(LLERY, GUNFIRE SHIPS AND TUYE U.Se ARMY CO3RA EL.A"VW
W0 WPFE REALLY OM U-&R(-ETo AFTER FIVE OPERATIONS, I HAVE A SPECIAL
RESPE(T FOR THOSE ARNED CORAS WHOC PROCEED US IN TO CLEAR THE ¥WaY...

. PAGE FOR RUHGOGAZY BCONFIDENT IAL
' UNQUOTE, '
2, () THE FOLL QWiiG AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS, ALL UNITS OF T'{E SEVENTH FiEFT
AMPHILIDUS FORCES JIDER THE COMMAND JF RADK WYCLIFFE L, TOWLE, R,
PARTICI ATED IN THL OPERATION:
Use X Wavwe (LFH<3)
‘ USE 30INT DEFIANCE (LSD=31)
Uss JENVER (LPL~} :
Use 3T LOUIS (1XA<§183
Uss HANITOWOC (18T-~1132)
U3SS ESTCHESTER CCUNTY (LS8T=-1187%
MARINE “"ORCES PART LCYPATING ARE UNI'S OF THE NINTH MARINE AMPHTBIOUJ
RIADT CAANDED 37 BCEN E.dJo MILLER; USMC,
30 €1 © HIS CO‘&"""X\W 25 INITIAL RELEASKE OF AMPHIZICUS FCORCE PARTIC: -
PATIMN N SNG THAIH %A. :
eDe= 78

023 N
f"'

?m
' /\
\/

@ i ~ ENCLOSURE (¢ T)
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F’V CTG SEVEN MINI T ONE
0 TO RUHOOHA/CT S SEIVEN NINE FT POMWR

INFO RUAGCAA/SOMSEVENTHFLYT

?;;:“ IRADA/CTF SEVEH NIN

WiCi,es EF T Q FOUC '

OPERATION SONG T.‘%AN SA~ T2 LW

f CONGRATULATIONS ON THE FaUL 'LESS EXECUTION G}* YOUR ASSAULT HELOD
LANDING TODAY. IT IS YET ANOTHIR EXANFLE OF" THE FINE OPERATIUVAL PER-
" ORMANCE WE HAVE CWME T0 TAKE oS CCOMYONPLACGE F"P THE 3 16T #pl. AND

HiM « 164,
aF i
’??S 74 \t“) )"

s '
0 o |
;, y ‘ '
NN
| ~ ENCLOSURE ( i)
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("J

ol

;_.4 ¥ v(J’Qq’!“‘
b 53315 o 72 Lo
T CTG SEVEN NINE #T vouk . blas Beu/
TG CHFLTCOORDERU g

INFO CGISEVENTHFLT
-~ CIF SEVEN SIX
. CTF SEWEN WINE

TG SEVEN NINE PT oNE

o }
CONFIDENTIAL //NSTRW/
NEWS RELEASE, OPERATIGI SONG THANH SA= 72
Ao COISEVENTHFLT 227522 JW 72 (S) - |
1, €C) HEL ICOPTERS FR(: NARINE MEDIWN 4EL ICOPTER' SQUADRON 164
PART{CIPA“LD IN OPERATION SONG THANH SA=72 JWLY 22, LIFTING
A REINFGROID BATTALIGN OF V IETNAMESE MARINES SOME 7 MILES
NORTH OF QJANG TRI CITY, EVN, TO CLOSE WITH ENENY UNITS
@iy miLacED I THAT AREA,

THE WnRINE CHOPPERS, OPERATING OFF THE USS OKINAUA OF

THE SEVENTH FLEET IN YHE GULF OF TONKIN CQOIFLETED THE
CPERATION SUCCESSFULLY VITH NG CASULTIES AND RECEIVED YO
ENERY FIRS

PAGE TWO ! OV\ZF’RL,TNTIAL
3‘7 4538 iND CH=46S L IFTED OFF THE DECK FOR PRE=~
SITIWNIN 2 EARLY IN {HZ MORNING AND SHORTLY PAST 9 AY
‘ }-}.;..W WNTO VHE PICK-UP ZCONE NINE MILES SOUFMEAST OF QUA’\JC E‘RI
CITY TO QUI.GAD THE V IRTNAMESE TR OOPE,

‘ CWEVERVTYING WENT AS FLANWED®, STATEDISTLT J8YES 4. SIMS -
FRO4 MEMPHIS, TENN., & CH@SS COMMANDER. "ZVERYONE TOOK F(R. -~
GRANTED THAT THIS WOLLD ZE A SUCCESSFU. OPERATION,”

AS EACH WAVE: OF 4IRCRAFT MOUVED OUT OF THE PICK~UP ZOF\T‘;,
WWEY FLEW ACK OUr QVER THE COAST AND, ONCE OVER WATER OFF i‘w'"

CST LINE, PREPOSITINED FOR ASSAMILT il’f?a"b,a@

TIN C ”’IS TYPE OF OPERATION™, 581D PI&,D”; 1STLT WILLIAN
F. SRAEGER OF SHE3OY® R YISCONSIN, “PREFGSITIONING AMD TIMING
ARE THE E3SENCE OF A ¢UCCESSFLUL G""R{%TIO% YOU°RE FIGHTING
Aty MNST THI CLOCK FRC: ZEGINNING TO END.”

HAV Iil 3 REACHED A LESIMNATED POSITION QFF~SHORE, THE. FI ‘:T
WAVE F CHOPPERS AGAIN HEADED SHOREDWARD AND, UPON CROSSINZ
THE BEACHﬁ WERE 2UZZING THE ROWD AT WELL OVER 122 KNUTS,

. CLIPPING YREETOPS AT &5 A\]D 19 FEET OFF THE DECK. IN = '
MINUTES, TVEY WERE ’\x O THE LAMNDING ZONE. :

CORPIAL WILLIAM J, DAVIS GF P‘"‘\?"ACG@A, FEAW WA& CRE&! :

B S . o ~ ENCLOSURE ()
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Wiei FOR THE UHIE (MUEYD CORIAND HRLICOPTER WHICH HOVERED
JERHEAD, CARRYING THE SGWADRON COMMANDER, LTCC. EDVARD G,
el m SRG, 4 UsS. MARIVE ADVISCR AND THE SEVIGR V IETNAMESE
MARINE COMMANDER, THMIS TEAM COCRDINATED CLOSE AIR SUPPCRT
AND DIRECTED THE FLY~INS. "THIRTY MINUTES BEFORE THE LANDING,
AIR FORCE 3-525 POREL THEIR 20M3 LCADS IN AND AROUND THE
LANDING ZN%S, LEVELING EVERYTHING IN THEIR WAY,” SAID CFL.
DAV IS, "FRO4 OUR POSIT:ON, WE COULD O3SERVE THE YAVAL
GUNFIRE PINPOINTING ENTLWY EMPLACEMENTS INLAND, FOLL GWED
(CLOSELY BY CLOSE AIR SUPPORT JETS, SATIRATING SIRROUWDING
" TREEL INES AND REMAINING ENSMY POSITIONS,”
CENTRANCE INTO THE 7 e WAS DISCUSSEL LATER THAT
~ AFTERVOON BY PILOYS AND CREGNMEM3ERS AS STANDARD PROCEDIRE
SJT TO THE LONE UNIDENTIFIED VIETNAMESE SEEY STANDING ON
@ . EACH, THE BIS NILK OF 4 CHe53 DDOING SAND DINES.HUST
W)r 3EEN A SPINE-CHILL ING Exwmwc&o
. COSRA GUVSHIP HELICOPTERS FROM THE ARMY AIR CAVALRY .
JOINED THE FIGHT AT THE cmsnma AND FLEW AT THE MARINES o
ROTOR AALE TIPS, AS 7 EACH PREVIOUS OPERATION, SPRAYING THE
SURROUNDIN G TREEL INES WITH SUPPRESSIVE GUNFIRE DIRING FL IAMT

PAGE FOLR C ONF I'DENT I AL x
AMD WHILE THE MARINE TRANSPORTS WESE IN THE LZ ¢S, -
TOUCHLOWN FOR THE FIRST #ISSION WAS AT S:41 AM IN AN
OPEN SANDY 4REA INLAND, SPARSELY COVWERED WITH EACH RASS,
FLANKED Of THE RIGHT AJD FRONT B8Y TREEL INES, |
=1 LEARNED FROM THE ATRCRAFT COMMANDER THAT THE NOSE
WHEEL ON DIR CHe53 WAS NOT OFERATING AND I PASSED THE ¥ CRD
TO THE VIFTNAYESE COMGANDER THAT WE D NEED TO &T THYE TROOPS
T IN 4 MIRRY BECAUSE OF THE PROAEM,” RECALLED CRE¥ CHISF -
SGr . TERRY M. WARNER 0OF CLAREMONT, MINN. “THE CH«53
CARRIES 67 TROOPS, IN COMPARISON WITH TME CH-46 WHICH
 CARRIES 29, THE VIETNAMESE, WHO ARE ALWAYS EXTREMELY -
COOPERATIVE,” WERE OFF THE B3IRD IN 12 SECONDS, AS THE FILOT
JOCKEYED *FE AIRCRAFT ON THE REARWHEELS, XEEPING THE NOSE
IN THE AIR,"
“LAND NG WITHOUT TYE NOSE WMEEL WASN°T SO 3D IN THE LZ,
BUT ON THE ROCKING DECK OF THE CARRIER, IT WAS A 31T UF A
PROZLEM,™ CONT INUED LT SIMS, "I RE-CYCLED THE CGEAR TWICH
GOT NO RESILTS. AS I WWERED ON TWO WMEELS, MY CREW JMP §D
OUT OF THE: AIRCRAFT AY) PRIED THE WHEEL @EAR LOOSE AND SET
IT o I ASKED THE CREW CHIEF WOW HME. FELT A30UT CRAYLING UNDER
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Pgew FIWE C DN F T DE MY TAL - _

M ERING, 3,237 POUND A E‘rsf“PM*T Y SITSPLY REPLIED, oTHAT %
Wi ¢ WE GET OUR FLIGHT raY FOR, ISNY IT?¥ .

' THE FINAL “FEET WEY™ REPCRT CAME AT 121384 OVER 1‘411.

FDI0 NET AS THE LAST HELICOPTER CROSSED THE -ZEACH AND HEADED
00T TG THE CARRIER USS OKINaWA,

OPERATION SONG THANH %A= B, COMPLETED, WITH NO CAOUAL’?:«:E‘S;

end

GUES N RECCRD A5 A FEATHER

IN THE MAT CF MARINE MEDIW HELICOPTER SQUADRON 1S4 IN THE
U.5, JOINT SERVICES SUPPCRT OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES.

2. U SUMITTED IAW REY A,
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APPENDIX D .

@ coocc
PoRnaien Gy 72
71 GG FRAC HUE RVNS/ .34 CFReOP//
70 RUMFUFA//CFT SEVEN SIK//
RUMGPTA//CTG SEVEN NINE PT ONE//
RUHGOMA /CCTE SEVEN NINE PT FOLR//
RHMPSKK //CTU SEVEN ZERP PF EIGHT FT NINE//
INF O  RUMH3RA/C DICPACFLT
R GOAA /G (M SEVENFLT
47, 94 =/CHFLTCOORDERL S&N RYN//
AUJOBA/C M USNA OV SGY RYN//
3
CONFIDENT Ial
WG COGKSEY SENDS |
D (C) ONCE AGAIN YOUR ASSISTANCE HAS EEN IWALUARE T0 T4 1 ol
@iiveiosr v IS EFFORTS CEFERT THE ENENY IN R 1. ALTHOUSN OFERATIo
BGI 6 TUANY 9 SAD REATIVELY 114 TTEL 052 CTIVES TN ITSELF, 115 SL0557
WILL CONYRIBUTE SIANIFICANTLY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE OVERALL CORFC Tuil
THE NATURE OF THIS OFFRATION AND ITHE SHORT FIZE UPON WHICH IT. 4% Rl
QUESTED REQUIRED EXTRS EFFCRT ON THE PART OF ALL CONCERNED, YOiR
JUICK REACTION AND PROFESSIONAL APPROACH TO PKANNING, COORD FNAT I

COVDUCT IO THIS. OFERATION FOR THL UNMC DIVISION ARE GREATLY APPRL 0iNG 1

2, GENER:GL TRUONG EXPHESSES HIE ?”ﬂNV“ QYD COGLR%TL&H%iGVS TO THHE
YHO PART ICIPATED. :
‘“'Ps\fi!E(‘TS

52‘76 L

/J‘

2
0 agé//

NENN
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...z.mf CCLce

02599852 -0 iz

Fil SENIOL LARINE ADYV ISR

TO RUHGFTA/CTG 79, §

RU4GOHA/CTG ‘?Qeéi

. RUMGG{A/CTU 7‘%

RHM PSKK /CTU 79, 8,9

ZEN/Z11ITH CAG

INFO REQFIA/CHMC

RUHHBRA/C INCPATFLY

RH{ SMYA/MnCC T

AUHGOAA /2 B SEVENTHFLY

RUHKFYA/C G FIFVAC
_RMFUFA/2IF 76

WMRABR/CTF 79/ 111 MAF

LENZ FRAC (HUED o

RIMOHA/CINAVADV 3RP ¢ SIAD

RHMPSOO/CTC 78.4

RIMFRYA/CTG 73. 8.
CONFIDENTTIFL '
fo THE CCIMANDANT, VIMC EZXTENDS A WELL DJONE TO THE 21ST MAU, ,
1 {CAG, AND THME NAVAL GUNFIRE SHIPS OF CTU 73.% 9 FOR THEIR SUPPLT

PAGE TWO RUN$HRA5274 CONF IDENT I4L
. OF THE FELICOPTER 2CRNE
ASSAULT COIDUCTED B THE 5T4 MTTALION, VNYC OV 22 JULY 1372,
2, THE FIGH DEGREE OF PROFESSIVALISH, GOOPERATION AND DED ICAT it
CUHIBITED SY ALL WHO ‘SUPPORTED THIS OPERATION WAS PARTICULARLY .
) OTEW CRTHY AND HATERGGLLY CONPRIZUTED 70 THE SUCCESS OF THE OFERATION.
3. THE COIMANDANT TAKES FLEASIRE IN COINDING YOWR EFFCRTS AID &
EXPRESSES MISPERS VA7, APPRECIATIGN AND PROFESSIONAL RESPECHS
DECLASSIFY AFTER 31 EC 72
oI .
s274  \OR.2I W e
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PITCZYUN RUMGCAAAS5S 2355535 a,cwﬁu GOGA RUMGOMA .

WY CCCee - :

P 2495362 JW. 72 |

FM COMSEVENTHFLT. S o , S
T6 RUHGOG/CTG SEVEN S PT FOUR S /
RUHGOHA/CTG SEVEN NINE PFT FOUR , e/ é/cgy\g{, w. =
RHWPSKK/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT EIGM( PT NINE __ ﬁ’f’//é 2L ;.:o.ﬁ:-.m»
INFO RUHY3RA CINCPACFLT MAKALAPA HI YA Mﬂﬁ?’y

RUMMFMA/C FEFPAC CAMP SYI3 MI 5 «\gﬁa

RUMFUFA/CTF SEVEN SIX

RUMRA 3 CTF SEVENSHINE CAMP 3UTLER OKI

RUI"’F. MCTG SEVE“J ZERQ PT EIGHT
GPTAJCTG SEVEN NINE PT ONE

%YMSWVMCHFLTCOGRD RP SAIGON RUN

CONF IDENTTIAL

SONG THAN SA=72 (U | | - |

1o (C) THAT PROFESSIONALISY IS STILL THE HALLMARK OF THE YAV YA/¥AR TN
AMPHIBIOUS TEAM WAS ONCE AGAIN AMPLY DEMONSTRATED 2Y THE oUICK ACTION
PLANNIN G RESPONSE 70 RYNAF REQUIREMENTS ON SHORT FUSE NOTICE AND BY THE
FLAWLESS EXECUTION OF THE AIR=903ILE ASSAILT OPERATION CONDUCTED o 22 -
JUL 72. AS WAS EXPLCTED,; 3974 o4=1 CGUNLINE SHIPS DEL IVERED THEIR

"mc’%:,Twefrﬁuu-scmms.sz CONFIDENTIAL

ACCURATE FYRES ON TARSETS WPVCH COILD YAVE MATERIALLY EFFECTED 7HE

QTCGIE OF THE ASSAULT MAD THEY NOT. EEN SUPPRESSED. H |

C CQIRLIMENTE oy

A JOB ¥ILL DONE TO THE DEDICATED. AND COHAQUIENT UARTNES AND A js’E" U

K@E UOEK NADE THE SUCESS OF THE MUXSIONOOSSIZE -

VADY J. L, HOLLOWAY III.
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APPENDIX E

STATISICAL SUMMARY FOR 1-31 JULY 1972

AJC ;r TASKS ,SORTIE-‘.S PLX. CAHGO HOURS
CH-L6  _185 449 1,555 21,0 2hheb
CH-53 58 150 L.20  75.9 951
UH-1E 34 78 53 - 18,5
TOTAL 277 677 . 2,848 96.9 388.5
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