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1 May 1969

From: Cmmr;anding Officer ‘
Tot . Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO3D)
Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16

(2) Commanding General, 1lst Marine Aircraft Wing
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 = 30 April 1559

Ref: (a) MCO 57502 9
(b) W20 575051

Encl:v (1) HMM-~165 Command Chrenology

1, In accordance with the provisions of reference (a) and (L), cuclosure
(1) is submitted,

2, Downgraded at three year intervals; declassified after 12 years DOD
directive 5200.10,
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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUATRON 165
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO, San Francisco 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 April 1252 %o 30 April 1959

INDEY
PART I ORGANIZATICNAL DATA
PART II NARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART ITI  SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUNMENTS

. ! : m

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

CONAMIENEE: Ly
PART 1
I ORGANI7ZATIONAL DATA |
1. DESIGNATION | I COMHMANDFR
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 165 T. Es RATNIS
' ' o .1 Apr -~ 30 Apr
SUBCRDINATR Uzmg
None.
ATTACHIED UNITS
None. -

2. IOCATION

s AT et T . .
30 ril 15{1‘):‘ 3 Marble Mountain Air .'."335.1:'1‘7'3"',
'V 4

-

L April through
Da Nong, RilNe

3. STAFY CFFICERS

A. Commanding Officer T. E. RATVES, LiCol. 1-30 Aprb9
B. Executive Officer V. S» REID, Maje 1-6 Apré9
Lo A, M. BCHOLS III, Maje  7-30 Apr69

C. Operations Officer A. C. MACAULAY, Maje 1-56  Apré9
V. S. REED, Maj. 7-30 Aprb69

Ds Administrative Officer J. H, HODGS JR. lstlt 1-6 Aprb9
A. C. MACAUTAY, Maj. 7~30 Apr69

E. Maintenance Officer R. G. MITCHELL, Maj. 1-30 Apré9
F. logistics/Supply Officer F. F. STANSFIILD, Capte 1-30 Apré9
G. NATOFS Officer To Me CURTIS,  lstLte - 1=30 Aprb9
He Aviation Safety Officer P. R. QUAM, Copt. 1-30 Apré9

he AVERAGE MONTHLY STR:NGTH

Naval Aviators AGO Flight Surgeon Pnlisted’
IS n 1 159
Boeing Rep Ge BEs Rep
i 1
. UNCLASSIFIED
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PART TI
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NARZATIVE SUZRARY

1 Apr 69. The month's first day found the White Knights flying 3 VIP
missions for assistence with the visit of LiGen. WALT, Assistant CIC,
to the ITI HAF area. In support of the 26th iiarines on operation
n0klahcma Hills", 3L lMedevac sorties were flown to assist 29 sick and
wounded on Charlie Ridzs.

2 Apr 69, During recon exiracts and inserts in the "QOklahoms Hills®
area; Los SCHUIND!s A/C suffered loss of one engine followed by chip
detector light and high temps on the cther one. Lt. SCHTEND succesge
fully mansuvered the aircraft into 12 Rehine. Although the helicopier
had to be externaled out, none of the crew nor recon team aboard wars
injured.

3 Apr 69, Today L8 sorties in support of the lstMarDiv yielded 233
troops Lifted and five fire incidents. Majcr RAZD's and Ceptain

QUAM's sections both experienced small awms fire twiza, while lajor
MITCHAIL s zeeticn also ook fire, Mo 2ireraft hits wesre scored.
Also, 33 liedevse soritles were flowm into Charitie Ridge to the
So

assistance ¢f 28 heat and combsah casusliie

l_p;_'_!.\pr é?o. In support of Cperation Oklahoma Hills alene, the White
Knigiuhs eccumulated more than 30 hours ¢f flight time during which 161
sorties yielded more than 31 tons of rasupply carge and Lh3 troops
carrieda.

5 Apr 69, Today, during a resupply mission into Gharlie Fidge, Lt.
WOLT:R*s Lady Ace aircraft becams the target of light small axwms and
autonatic weapons fire. No alreraft hites were received and no fire
returned.

é___@gf__‘ égq During local area medevac missions today, two Whits Knight.
alrcrait teck fire. During ean evening sortie, Lbt. CURTIS! aizcraft
experienced light small arms fire while Captain QUAM took moderatae
small exms fire at unight. Beth ineidents occurred during take off from
zones. The day's medsvac results shewed that 45 casualties were lifted
in 60 sorties.

7 Apr 69, In completion of numerous missions today, the White Knights
accwmlated Jess than 4O hours flight time but more than 75,000 »pounds
of cargo and 300 troops were moved, »

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SFHEdayaly * {1
P Caaters N, .
1 Mg ]_969 S

8 Apr 69. Once again resupply of Operation Oklahoma Hills dominated
the statistics, Lt. GLOULX led two sections of Lady Ace aircraft
through 1C7 sorties., Despite deteriocrating weather ond delays, nearly
28 tons of supplies and 190 troops were ferried as aircraft and crews
‘averaged about ssven hours of flight time eache During one of the
gorties,; Lt. CGROULX's aircraft attracted sniper fire but a marine

- patrol *n the ares quickly guieted the tree climbing shocter.

9 tpr 690 'ﬁurlnrf an Admin mission into the ®Cklahma Hllls" arsa, Lb,
BROWI 'S aircraft twice cams uader morbtar and automatic weapons fire -
during landing and take off. One hit was scored on the aircraft but no
injuries resul ted, and the mission was completed. Other Wuite Kaight
missions resulted in 11 Recon, 65 Resupnly, an’ 56 Madevaz sor+ies flowm.

10 Anr € 69; Today Hil=165 hosted & group of Iarine CGround Unit
Commanders touring the Air Aﬁa.Clllty, The Comnany & Platoon € ommervlers
were flown to ifarble [ountain and Lt. CURTIS led the grour tarcughout
the base bf’lpflﬂg, t;-em on the functione & missions of a CH=L6 squadrone.
Mearmhile resupply of "Oklahoma Hills" continued as 193 ihite Knight
sorties )r:leu.ed nore than 5C toms of cavgs ad 300 troops transporteds

11 Ap & ?c- During resupply of Oklahoma [ii1ls, Lt. PATERS' "Lady Ace!t
aircratt was exposed to heavy small arms snd sutomatic weapons fire,
Four aircraft hits were scored but 300 rounds of 50 cal ammmmnition
werceynendad as White Knight gunners nromptly returnsd fire.

fleamtile, Ite. WOLTIR's Commaswd & Control aircraft bscame the target of
moderats sm:ll amms fire and three alrcraft hiis were tzken.

12 12 ipr 6 69, Today the White Knights were fragged for four separate
TiP missions as the "lady Ace Admin Airlines® 1ogo'<=d more than forty
admin sorties. Meanwhile tws eircraft on a rscon mission avtracted
heavy small arms fire. Lbe (fUHDLYis aircraft took 22 hits while
Lt. PATiRs! suffered three during approaches to an emergency reson
extr'actn Cunaers ICpl UDELL end GySgu WASTZNDORF received minor

13 Apr 69, Medevac missicns today resulted ian all three porticms
Yeporting fire incidents. MNajor MATWLY and Major ACHOLS twice
revorted liznt to moderate small ams firs during the morning missions.
In the aftermoon, Lit. AUNDLIEYis section was exposed to 1li:ht small
arms fire wirile the night portion found Major IITCHiLL's section the
target of light .50 cal. fire. The end results showed no hits scored
on Yhite Knizhts aireraft and more than 60 sorties ilown to ths
assistance of nearly 50 U.S. and ARV casualties. .

[BCLASSIFIED
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12.1  Apr 69. Today, again, the fraggers laid all the VIP aad Admin
fbgh ts on the "White Knizghts" schedule beard as Ifive different
missions were assi_ned and 54 sortiss flowm. Ab night however, the
- seldgm launched Bald Bagle was called into action as Lb. SCHT™HD's
section first effected an "aemergency" extract of seven hungry Recon
farines and was then called on for delivery of blood to Camp lvanse

15 Apr 67+ The hills were alive with the sounds of automatic waapons
Tire as nedevac and recon missions today clan_md the loss of 5

Wnite Knights aircraft from the availapility list. LtCol, X
while leacing @ medevac section was completing a hoist extract

-

casvalbidy when he was subjected to heavy Dutvmzulc waapens firs
Loss of one engine and the utility hydraulic svstem resultad bub ‘rhe
Waite Knight skipper expmertly mencuvored his aircreft back to ilarble
Mountain. Inspection revealed more than 70 sntry & exit holes in the
gircrafts A revlacement airveraft was assigned and the section lamnched
azein with Lbte. SiAl in the Imad, The sams arsa on Charlie Ridge

& ain yislded aubomaiic weapons fire and a a bullet filled
atreralft returmad to Marpnle., Ijeanwhile imjor ¥ zALTCI- SLL's A/C retured
with a bulist hole in a rotor blade received on a recon mission. The
same wission found Lt, BROWN'!'s aircrait as the target with 3 hits
received. He elected to land at An Hoa in crit A.CS._L nead of renaira
Also, Captain QUAIe ROK resupnly bird attracterd beavy automatic
weapons fire and 3 ailrcraft hits forced him to return his alrerafia
Otn.er f'“'e incidents were reported by iajor RiIID's medevec section who
twics Look llght teo medium small arms fire aad by Lt. JUEDLIY who also
twice took fire, 411 in all, ssven out of the 11 aircraft launched
today took fire., Despite the laryge number of incidents and aircraft
hits received, miraculously, no injuriss whabsosver ware suffersd.
Also the day's ts2lly showed mare than 200 sorties flown in over 73
Liight hours as 47,000 lbs, of carzo, SOU troons, and 66 combzt
cesvelties were 1ifted. '

16 fpr 69« Today relatively quiet flying returned to the White
Anlghf as Admin missions reappeared with 61 sorties flowm in 12.2
flight hours as VIP's were {erried here and there. TIu the Recon
mission assi;ned, Major R3.D!'s section successfully inserted L teams
a4 extracted L} others without incident.

17 for 6 670 The raturm of r‘rsarmly wissions to the Wnite inights frag
sheets revealed that Mady Aes® aireraft would surport itwo operatzor‘s
today. The ROKMC's Cperation Wictory Dragon X' and our own "Cklahoma
Hills" wers slated and the end results showad 83,500 lbs. of cargo and
255 troops carried in 148 sorties. leamwiile, during an emergency
recon exiract, Lt. HONDLIY's A/C camz under lizht small arms fire. No

v

hits were taken and the extract was couwvletad. mxcLASSIFIEﬁ

5
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18 Anr r 69, Resupply missions today accounted for 153 of the dayts ™
ToTal sorties and 30.7 flight hours. Over 94,000 1lbs. of cargc were _
lifted and more than 500 troops. During ROK resupnly, Major HITCHT Lis
section came under fire in five different zones but suffered no hits.

-39 Apr 69(: T0ca.y Admin flights preveiled, as rovealed by 7 out of the 12
g e v g Y

seions sssigred. Nearly 100 admin sorties were flowm as 8 White
Knl ht aircraft ferried 21k important personnsl. The other 5 missions
assigned showed seven other aircraft flying 71 sorties to mowve 17,500
pounds of cargo, 95 troops and evacuating 23 casualties. During his
resupnly oi' Charlie Ridge, LY. SCHY MD observed the crash of aother

squadronts medevac aircraft. He promptly relayed radio massagvs and |
directzd mmra.ft to the scene, He then hovered over the wreckege and
lowered his aerial gunner into the site to check for survivors. There

were none and the aerial gumer was retrieved,

Apr €9, Today's 185 sorties rwhlted ia nearly 22 tons of cargo and
mtroopu transported. 57 Recon sorties showed 9 inscrts, 6 extracts
and 1 emergency extract. iajor R4 Ms aircraft took fire on one such
ladder sxtract bubt no hits were scored and no injuries as Lady Ace
gunners expendsd 360 rounds in fire suppressione

Am‘ £9. Today, msdevac aireraft logged saveral fire incidsats. Lte
WoLatts section twice came under heavy <50 cal and small arms fire
m.m one hit but no injuries taken. During an eveaing emersency hoist
medevac, Lts G .OULX's alrcraft wss expossd to heavy small arms fire and
suffered 9 hits in the belly of the aireraft. 53zt J. C. HARAIS, the
gunner was hit 3 times in the legs. Although the wounds were sarious,
coumnlete recovaery is forecast.

22 Apr 69, Today “hite Knight aircraft devoted more then 36 f£light

hours €6 the Oklahoma ifills ares. 183 sortiss resultad in more than
109,000 1lbs. of carzo and 230 troops lifted. ieanwhile, while on

An Hoa medevac, one of Major iiCiULiY's 37 sorties found hin exposed
to sniper fire. !o hits were scorad while a total of 35 casusliiss

were assisted.

6
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23 for 69« Today, the Recon missions proved hagardous as Captain .
BTASFIEInts attempt at an emergency extrzct resulted in the vantilation
- of his alrcraft by heavy small amms fire, 10 hits were taken and the
aircraft had to be set down. Hajor REID on a divert from resueply
effected a ladder extract of the team. In aporaciatim, aviators

drank free of charze at the club, courtesy of 5th Jarines Recone
Fotewortly also was the fact that for the first tire since the start

of "Oklanoma ills", the resupply was completed before nightfall,

Hajor RITD's section assisted in +this accomnlishmente

2L Apr 69, Once agein the K11 55 LSA was swept clean and "Oklahoma,

HTIs% résuprlicd before sunsete The srowing experience of ground
mits et organization and eircreft utilizetion, coupled with the
presence of thite Kolght aircraft szams o b2 the key to mission
comrletions Led by LiCol. RATHTS, Lady Ace Transports moved nearly 20
tons of cargo and 232 troops before day's ende

25 fpr €9 Todsy the IDR-IA5 #Dial-s~chopper? service davoted nearly
25 of thie dayts OF fiight hours to Admin @ d VI? hops. The totals

also showed 137 sorties flown with 280 passengers and 7h0O 1lbe of cargo
carried. 0Ons Iire incident oceurrad during Ite CURTISY divert from
recon Lo a medeves missione The alreraft was sxpossd to heavy smaell
arms fire. Io injuries occurred and 200 rounds of .50 Cala. fire was
returnsde although § hits were scored on the aircraft, there was no
serious damage and the nission was campleted.

26 Ipr €9, Todays missions showed that 62,870 lbs. of resupply
carge, snd L56 psssengers rode White Knights aireraft duriaz 52.7
flight hours logped today. In addition, the seldom lauanched Pald
Eagle section went to smrk tonight to assist in casuslty evacuation.
Luring tuis lamch, Capt. STANSAINLDTs aireraft twice came under
small amms fire but no damage or injuriss were incurred.

27 fpr (9. Today found the White Kaights with only § different
missions sssigneds Yet nearly 50 hours of flizht time were scoumulateds
Two operditions were supported ag "luskie lMeadows" received move than
47,000 1bs. of cargo and 120 troops via Lte. Col. RATHES! section with
Major IITCH LL's section delivering in oexcess of 19,000 1lbs. to
U0klahoma ills"e On the medevac scene, 82 sorties wers flowm to tha
assistance of 57 U.S,, ALV, and civilien casualties.

28 Apr 69. Today's 52 flight hours found the hite Knights involved

in various missions. 53 scriies were flown for Admin and VIP usage while

the remaining 87 sorties were accumilatsd moving some 310 troons and -

32,000 1bs. of cargo during Resupnly anc Recon sctivities. A4Also 3 Recon
inserts, 1 extract and 5 flip flops wers successfuliy accomplished. It

was a relatively quiet day with no fire incidsn ortad. UNCLASSIFIED
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29 Apr 69, An Admin Med~fvac mission today found the Thite Kaights .

Iransterring 83 Litter Patients from the USS Sanctuery. Onse again the
Resupply and Recon missions boosted the days btotals with the cargo and

passengers lifted. Varicus other missions contributed to the days

tally of 131 sorties fiown for 3.2 flizht hours,

Apr 69 The cm.et sp2ll endsd abruptly today as lstLbt. NURTIS!

' mor'n,rn iled-ivac section three times came under heavy .50 cel., small -
-arms and morter fire while assisting units of 1/7 who had encowtered
a largs enemy ferce. Fortunately, no aircraft hits were taken and 25
casualties were evacuatsd In the mom:'.ng; sagsion alone. In the after~
nocn, the same area found Maj. REID'S ssction expossd four times to
light Srn'ﬂl Aras Pire witn ne. alreraft hits scorsd. At night, istLbt.

HUNSLIY 'S ajreraft took tw‘o hitu as a reault of intense spall 4yms and
uutcmat_-_u aapons fire. e days total showed 83 casualties lufted

in 27 Med-ivac Flight Hou.fm
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pART 11T

~ SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIC.NT EVAITS
1, Operations Participated In:
S a.  OXLAFOMA HILLS

be VICTOY DRACGON
Co MUSKIE MEADOWS

4

2. DPorscnnel:
2 Transfers To H155
- Officers 1
Fnlisted 5
b. Transfers From HMI-155

Offic_:e:r:s 2

53
5
L1
9]
ot
[U]
2
']

3
Ce Promotions

Cple Te J. HAMBLEM was promoted from ICple
Cple G. A. HUTCHINSON IIT was promoted from LCpla

de Casusalties Sustained

GySgt. W. C. WESTSKDORF 161 26 59/70kL, and ICple. F. L. UDELL
were wounded in action on 12 April 1969 when they were struck by
enemy fire. '

Sgt. C. H. VESEY 215 89 6L/6212 was killed in action on 20
April 1969 when he was struck by enemy rocket firee

SSgte Js C, HARRIS 142 29 2347113 was wounded in action on
21 April 1969 when he was struck by snemy fire.
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.3 Iozistics:

1 May 1969

 a. @aring this reporting psriod MM-165 flew 5,198 sorties, carrying
80957 tons of car o, 9997 troons/passangers, 1057mad-svacs for a total
of 1579.3 flizht hours.

Lhe Avevrage availanility for the period 1 April through 30 4pril
1959 was 79%. ‘

PAET IV

SUPPORTTVC DOCUNTS

l, MNone.

1C

DECLASSIFIED




