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MARINE HEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 165 

~hrine Aircraft Group 36 
1st I.furine Aircraft Hing 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 33rd ~riAe Amphibious Unit 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period l-21 October 1972 

Ref: (a) HCO 5750.1B 

3 :RCA:J..fPP 
5750 
03A2957l2 
22 October 1972 

Encl: (1) Command Chronology for the period 1-21 October 1972 

1. In accordance 1-ri th reference (a), the subject Command Chronology is 
submitted as Enclosure (1). 

2. This letter is downgraded to Unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1). 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Staff Officers PERIOD NAME 

Commanding Officer 1-21 October 1972 LTCOL C. H. F. EGGER 

Executive Officer 1-10 October 1972 HAJ D. SA YES 
11-21 October 1972 MAJ R. P. ROGERS 

Operations Officer 1-21 October 1972 ltJAJ J. D. SINPSON 

Administrative Officer 1-21 October 1972 CAPT A. J. ZYGOiHCZ 

i~Maintenance Officer 1-21 October 1972 MAJ D. L. BLEDSOE 

Logistics Officer 1-21 October 1972 MAJ R. C. MOORE 

Intelligence Officer 1-21 October 1972 1/LT J. B. WILKES 

NATOPS Officer 1-21 October 1972 MAJ W. N. SIMMONS 

Safety Officer 1-21 October 1972 CAPT J. B. SR»IEK 

* CW0-4 BENDSCHNEIDER acted as l~intenance Officer from 1 October 1972 
through 21 October 1972 while ~hjor BLEDSOE was on emergency leave. 

2. Subordinate Units 

a. None 

3. Location 

a. 1 through 21 October 1972 : USS NEH ORLEANS 

4. Average Monthly Strength 

1-21 October 1972 

5. Important Visitors 

USHC 
OFF/ENL 
53/246 

USN 
OFF/ENL 

1/1 

OTHER 
OFF/ENL 

0/0 

TOTAL 
OFF/ENL 
54/247 

a. Lieutenant General L. METZGER, CG 3rd MAF, 1 October 1972 
b. Lieutenant General Ngo Quang TRUONG, CG I CORPS, RVN, 1 October 1972 
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e, 
f. 
g. 

?<lajor General COOKSEY, CG FRAC, l October 1972 
Brigadier General E. J. HILLER, CG 9th MAE, l October 1972 
Brigadier General LANN, CG lst VNMC Division, 1 October 1972 
Vice Admiral J. L. HOLLOVJAY III, COHSEVENTHFLT, 4 October 1972 
r~jor General L. E, BROWN, CG lst MAW, 16 October 1972 

PART II 

NARRATIVE SUJ.fJvJARY 

ffi.lM-165 opened the month of October aboard the USS NeH Orleans (LPH-11) 
in the Gulf of Tonkin. Flight operations for the next seven days includ­
ed a daily 1·;ARLOG bet1veen ships of the amphibious forces and a daily HARLOG 
to Da Nang, In addition the squadron provided VIP flights for Lieutenant 
General L. f1iliTZGER, CG 3rd hAF, Lieutenant General Ngo Quang TRUONG, CG I 
Corps, RVN and party, on the first, during the celebration of the VNMC 
birthday. 

CP the evening of the first the USS Nev Orleans sailed south to avoid 
an imminent typhoon condition and flight operations uere Jimi ted on the 
follo·, i.ng day. 

On the third one UH-lE and one CH-46 viere provided for a liaison flight 
to FB.AC Da Nang '"j_ th Colonel C. T. HILLIAHSON, CO 33rd lflAU, aboard, and the 
squadron also resumed night carrier qualifications and instrument training 
flights. 

The squadron provided one UH-lE and one CH-46 on a liaison flight to 
Hue FRAC and Phu Bai on the fourth, Hith Brigadier General :C. J. NILLER, 
CG 9th 11AB, aboard. In addition the squadron provided VIP support for 
Vice Admiral J. L. HOLLO~vAY III, CCHSEVENTHFLT, on the fourth and fifth, 
for meetings held aboard ships of the amphibious forces. 

On the fifth one UH-lE and one CH-4.6 Here utilized for a. liaison flight 
to Hue FRAC vrith members of the 9th r1A.B aboard. Other operations that day 
consisted of night carrier qualifications and instrument training flights. 

The squadron provided one UH-lE and one CH-46 on the sixth on a liai­
son flight to FRAC Da Nang vTi th Colonel H. T. l..JILLIANSON a board. The 
squadron also uti1ized one UH-lE and one CH-46 on a liaison flight to Hue 
FRAC Hi th members of the 33rd ~JAU a board. 

On the seventh one UH-lE and one CH-46 Here provided on a liaison 
flight to Hue FRAC \vith Brigadier General E. J. HILLER aboard. That even­
ing the USS New Orleans departed the Gulf of To~~in and proceeded to Subic 
Bay, R.P. 

The USS New Orleans arrived in Subic Bay, R.P., on the morning of the 
ninth and the squadron commenced liberty routine for the next two days. 
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UNCU.S51!~ On the morning of the eleventh the USS Neiv Orleans departed Subic Bay, 
R.P., and proceeded to Okinawa. Flight operations on the eleventh and 
twelfth consisted of daily administrative flights and tests. 

On the thirteenth tvro CH-46 1 s were recovered aboard the USS Juneau 
(LPD-10) in.;preparation for the off-load of BLT 2/4 in Okinavm. 

The off-load of BLT 2/4 was completed in approximately six hours on 
the fourteenth. 

On the morning of the fifteenth a message was received from ~~G-36 
suggesting we reduce CH-46 flight operations to those of operational ne­
cessity. This message t•ras in regards to a reported failure of rotor 
blades on the CH-46 1s. 

Operations during the next three days in port consisted of daily shut­
tles from Hhite Beach to MCAS (H) Futema, acceptance checks, and local ad­
ministrative flights for.- BLT 3/4, which "\-ras replacing BLT 2/4 aboard the 
USS New Orleans. 

On the morning of the sixteenth a squadron formation was held in which 
Major General L. E. BR0h1N, CG lst l1AvJ, addressed the squadron personnel 
and supporting units on a job well done during amphibious operations off 
the coast of Vietnam. All aircraft Here recovered aboard the USS New o-r­
leans in the afternoon, just prior to the LPH's departure for Subic Bay, 
R.P. 

Flight operations on the seventeenth and eighteenth consisted of day 
and night carrier qualifications, instrument training flights and tests. 

On the morning of the nineteenth the US,S New Orleans arrived at Subic 
Bay, R. P., and two CH-53's and tHO UH-lE's were flown to NAS Cubi Point. 

During the next three days maintenance, vri th the aid of AIMD at NAS 
Cubi Point, began the inspection of the CH-46 1 s rotor blades so as to re­
turn the aircraft to an up status. 

Flight operations on the nineteenth and tt.fentieth consisted of night 
training flights. The squadron also provided two CH-53's to support BLT 
3/4 1 s Artillery Company during field maneuvers on the t\..Jentieth and twen-
ty-first. · 

EMH-165 completed through the tvmnty-first of October a total of 286 • .3 
flight hours and an average availability of 69%. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Conunitments 

1 Oct - :H:f.ll:'!-165 continued the daily HARLOG between ships of the 
amphibious forces and the daily HARLOG to Da Nang. VIP 
flights Here provided for Lieutenant General L. JvlETZGER, 
CG 3rd NAF, Lieutenant General Ngo Quang TRUONG, CG I 
CORPS, RVN, and party, during the celebration of the VNNC 
birthday. The squadron aboard the USS New Orleans (LFH-11), 
sailed south to avoid an eminent typhoon condition. 

2 Oct - ID,lH-165 conducted limited flight operations due to high 
Hinds. 

3 Oct - Hill1-165 launched one UH-lE and one CH-46 on a liaison 
flight to FRAC Da Nang with Colonel IJ. T. HILLIAHSON, CO 
33rd l•lll.U, aboard. Night carrier qualifications and in­
strlliuent training flights were res~med. (TAB A) 

4 Oct - mll:vi-165 launched one UH-lE and one CH-46 on a liaison 
flight to Hue FRAC and Phu Bai, vTith Brigadier General 
E. J • J.v!ILLER, CG 9th 1-!AB, a board • 

4-5 Oct - ID1N-165 provided VIP support for Vice Admiral J. L. HOLL­
OWAY III, COHSEVEIJTHFLT, for meetings held aboard ships 
of the amphibious forces. 

5 Oct - HMH-165 launched one UH-lE and one CH-46 on a liaison 
flight to Hue FRAC Hith members of the 9th HAB aboard. 
Night carrier qualifications and instrument training flights 
uere also conducted, 

6 Oct - filvllil-165 launched one UH-lE and one CH-L,6 .on a liaison flight 
to FP.AC Da Nang ~>ri th Colonel IJ. T. ltJILLIANSON aboard. The 
squadron also launched one UH-lE and one CH-46 on a liaison 
flight to Hue FRAC with members of the 33rd NAU aboard. 

7 Oct - ~ll1-165 launched one UH-lE and one CH-46 on a liaison flight 
to Hue FRAC with Brigadier General E. J. MILLER aboard. The 
squadron aboard the USS New Grleans departed the Gulf of 
Tonkin and proceeded to Subic Bay, R.P. 

8 Oct - HHH-165 conducted no flight operations due to u:r..favorable 
winds. 

9 Oct - HHM-165 aboard the USS Ne\-T Orleans arrived in Subic Bay, 
R.P. 

9"'"10 Oct - ill1N-l65 conducted a liberty routine. 
11 Oct - Hl>lH-165 aboard the USS New Orleans departed Subic Bay, R.P., 

and proceeded to OkinaHa. 
11-12 Oct - HJ:Jlvi-165 conducted bmited flight operations consisting of 

daily administrative flights and tests. 

r~ - -- -
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l3 Oct - B:lYlll-165 launched tvro CH-46 1 s to be recovered aboard the 
USS Juneau (LPD-10) in preparation for the off-load of 
BLT 2 /L~- in Oldnavra, 

14 Oct - HHM-165 arrived-in Okinaua and off-loaded BLT 2/4 in ap­
proximately six hours. 

14-16 Oct - Hlv'it-1-165 conducted daily shuttles from \.Jhi te Beach to HCAS 
(H) Futema, acceptance checks, and local administrative 
flights for BLT 3/4, 11rhich 1-ms replacing BLT 2/L, aboard 
the USS Ne1-r Orleans. 

15 Oct - ~1-165 restricted the flight operations of CH-46's to 
flights of operational necessity only, due to a message 
received from HAG-36. (TAB B) 

16 Oct - ~1-165 held a squadron formation and was addressed by 
l·laj or General L. E. BRO\dN, CG 1st hAW, on a job vrell done 
during amphibious operations off the coast of Vietnam, 
All aircraft vrere recovered a board the USS Nevr Orleans, 
just prior to the LPH 1 s departure for Subic Bay, R.P. 

17 Oct - ID'1l·!J-l65 conducted instrument training flights and tests. 
1$ Oct - ID~ff>l-165 conducted day and night carrier qualifications, 

instrument training flights and tests. 
19 Oct - HHM-165 aboard the USS NeVJ Orleans arrived in Subic Bay, 

R .P., and ti-ro CH-53 1 s and t1-ro UH-lE 1 s \:ere floun to NAS 
Cubi Point. 

19-20 Oct - tiHJ.I-165 conducted night training flights. 
19-21 Oct - ill-'GI'I-165 1 s maintenance department, ~oJi th the aid of AUID 

at NAS Cubi Point, began inspection of the CH-46 1 s rotor 
blades, 

20-21 Oct - Hl1Jvi-l65 provided tuo CH-5 J 1 s to support BLT 3 /L1- 1 s Artillery 
Company during field maneuvers. 

2. Flight Statistics 

a, 1-21 Oct 1972 Totals: CH-46 

Cargo Tons 
Passengers 
Sorties 
Flight Hrs 

- 99.4 
-1636 
-571 
- 286.3 

43.6 
1143 

320 
M-5.2 

J. Average Aircraft Availability 

CH-46 - 65% 
CH-53 - 64.% 
UH-lE - 79% 
TOTAL - 69% 

CH-53 

55.1 
389 
143 

71.8 
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4. Personnel 
ti1CL&.S!:J.1Gt1W 
.. ·-·~~, 

New Aviators Assigned 

J:;Iaj R. P. ROGERS 
1/Lt H. J. HABER 

New Crew Hembers Assigned 

Sgt P. J. ALCIA 
Sgt D • KIRKIW1 
Sgt H. F • NARTELL 

5. Promotions 

DECLASSIFIED 

' 

Cpl H. R. HAINLINE 
Cp.l R. J • HCEtvAN 

The follmving persom1el Here promoted to their present rank: 

Capt S. R. ERICKSON 
Sgt R. E. GRUBB 
Sgt W. J • HEU1SATH 
Sgt J . MULLINEX 

6. Re-Enlistments 

SSgt R. L. PLAUTZ 

7. A1·rards 

Najor J. D. Sn!PSON 
Captain B. G. KEYES 
Captain V. J. PILCK 
lstLt L. H. RUSH 
lstLt S. A. W!RD 
lstLt R. T. tHLLARD 
Sgt R. W. BR.fl.r1ILET 
Sgt L. M. BUR}mTTE 
Cpl G. A. :MCKINNEY 

Sgt J. P. NIEHIEC 
LCpl C. B. GOINES 
LCpl J . lJ. THRASHER 
PFC A. INGRAH 

SINGLE HISSION AIR l1lEDALS 

GOI.J) STAR FOR FIFTH AvJARD 
BRONZE STAR FOH FIRST AWARD 
BRONZE STAR FOR FIRST A~JARD 
BRONZE STAR FOR FIRST A\,JARD 
BRONZE STAR FOR FIRST A~JARD 
BRONZE STAR FOR FIRST AHARD 
BRONZE STAR FOR FIRST AtvARD 
BRONZE STAR FOR FIRST AWARD 
BRONZE STAR FOR FIRST AWARD 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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•JNr,T,ASSIFIEll 
STRIKE/FLIGHT'AIR HEDAL- 1ST AWARD 

Capt A. J. ZYGOWICZ 
1/Lt S. E. BRUCH 
1/Lt 0. K. BROHN 
1/Lt D. B. GAf~TT 
1/Lt M. D. JACKSON 
1/Lt G. G. KASPER 
1/Lt 11. J. LUI\AS 
1/Lt H. L. SHEA 
1/Lt J. B. WILKES 
1/Lt D. A. iiTATT 
lstSgt R. E. CLEARY 
Sgt 1;J. E. FORD 

1:!]. 

A.Y CTG 76.5 msg 0715432 Oct 72 
B. "'NAG-36 msg l40249Z Oct 72 

Sgt R. A. 1i!E1iJCON 
Cpl H. L. BAGBY 
Cpl C. E. CORTEZ 
Cpl D. A. DVORAK 
Cpl E • R. EGBERT 
Cpl B. J. LOGAN 
Cpl J • A. 1-'IESSERVY 
Cpl H. R. HETZY.ER 
Cpl J. R. PALMER 
Cpl R • 1 I IWGERS 
Cpl J. C. TOALSTON 
LCpl K .. S. BENNETT 
LCpl D. J. J-'.1ERTZ 

PART IV 
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