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MARTWE MeDIUM HELICOPTIER SQUADRON 262
Provisional lMarine .iircraft Group 39
1lst Marine Aircraft Wing, P Pacific
¥PCG, San Francisco, California 96602

3:08W:rle
148 Ay ' ,‘o 5750
5 Jaonuary 1969

Froms Communding Officer

Tos Comignding Ufficer, Provisional Marine .ireraft Group 39 (Attn: &-3) -
3
Subj: Command Chronology, Pericd 1 December 1968 to 31 December 1968 %
o
Ref:  (a) Grwd 5750,1D 3'
#nels j(l) Comnend Chronology ;’;3
LN
1., In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is hereby submitted.
2, This letter becomes UNCLASSIFIED upon removel of enclosure (1),
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MARTHE HEDIUM HZLICCPTER SYUAURON 262
COLdand) CHEONOLOGY
1 DRCEIB&R 1968 IO 31 DuCul-BiR 1968

Pakl I ORGANTZLTTONAL DATA

1, Organization Datae

2. Task Organization and Unit Loecation
3. Average lonthly Strength of Squadron
4e Important Visitors to the Squadron

PAUT 11 NARRAITIVE SUMhARY AD OPERATTONLL HIGHLIGHTS

1. HNarrative Summary of Significant Lvents
2. OUperational Highlights

Padr ITI SEQUANTIAL LISTING UF SI1GNIFICANT LVENTS

1., DPersonnel

2. Juards

3. GCasualties

4e eenlistments
5. Safety

6, Intelligence
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1, Qrganization Data

a. Commanding Officer Albert N. LLLEN LtCol 1-31 dec
be LExecutive OfTicer Leo J. IHLY Major 1-31 Dec
c. Operations Officer Donald S, WAUNCH Major 1-31 Dec
d. Logistics Officer Raymond G. PIWSCN Major 1-31 Dec
e. Personnel Ufficer % e BRYXu Capt., 1-31 Dec
fo aviation Safety Officer Harvey .. BRIVY hajor 1-31 Dec
g. JIntelligence Cificer Richard P. LVaNS lstlt 1-31 Dec
h, haintenance Gfficer Marvin M. NGLSON Major 1-31 Dec
i, Sergeent major Jdexander J. SONCWLWNT 1stogt 1-31 Vec

2e

MARTHE 1B0TUM HELICOLTHE o(UADILL 262

Provisional karine idircraft Group 39, lst Marine Aircraft \ing
WP Pacifie, Fr0, San Francisco, California 96602

@ueng Tri air Base, Hepublic of Vietnam, 1~31 December 1968

3. Averace vionthly strenoth of Scuadron

Neval avigtors 4dr/Ground Officers
45 3
wnlisted Haval Cfficers
174 1

e  Admnortent Visitors to the Scvaodron

one
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NattnT Ve STadid QF STGHIFTCANT SVuwis

Hiuwm202 £lew 2 total of 1608.5 hours in support of the 3rd Larine Division
and lst tlerine sireraft wing operations during the month of December 1958,
ninor support wes conducted for the harshal h.owntain Operation which cormenced
10 December 1968 ond ientucky I¥, Scotland IL and the Dowson River Oneration
ubich commenced 28 November 1968 accounted for the majority of the squadron's
flight hours. hw=262 lifted a2 total of 1524 med-evacs which included o7 emer-
pency, 245 priority, cnd 1181 routine during the month,

Ground fog continually deleayed morning resupnly and troop 1ifts in the
geotlend II and Dawson Z2iver Operations throughout December. Low ceilings,
rzin, and foy canceled or hindered missions to a considerable extent on the 22nd
and 23rd, The squadron flew only 29,0 and 7.0 hours respectively on those days.

In support of Dawson River Hilin202 flew 2205 sorties, carried 6470 troops,
and transported 302,5 tons of cargo. The squadron flew a total of 542.5 hours
in support of Dawson River,

scotland II accounted for 655.8 flight hours, 2923 sorties, carried 5104
troops and transported 507,9 tons of cargo,

=252 sent a section of aircraft to .n Hoa on the 25th, 20th, and 3lst
Zor resupnly avgmentation in suwwort of the lst kerine Division and Operation
leade River.

UPLIRGTION AT, BXGEYLTCHTS

2 December 1958

e

Diverted ifrom a 301 regupply mission by Vandergrift LuSC, Chatterbox 93-10,
11, 6, and 7 led by bajor 2. S, HaliCh, with Captain I, G. WWESE, Hajor R. G.
PAUSON, ond 1stLt T. ¥, DRPLR in the f1izht inserted and extracted a reaction
platoon in support of the U. 8¢ Army 5.0.G. Hecon Team "Hot Foot!", The flight
inserted the 2nd Platcon of Golf Compony, 2nd Battelion, 9th harines into "LZ
Devil® at 825665, VHot Foot! was surrounded by a suspected battelion sized
MVa wnit, Lfter the U, 5. Lray extracted "Hot ioot" the Chatterbox sireraft
extracted the marine platoon, which brouzht vith it one Wva kli, knemy avtoma-
tlc weepon iire was taken on the extraction; but with cover from V-5 UH-1i
gtaships, end skillful flying, the mission wes completed without any circraft
demage or injury to personnel,

tajor D, S« WAl{CH, 1stlt T. L. WHULITE, Captain !f, S. &dGIENLRT, 1stlt
T, L, OraPel, wajor R G, PLISUN, letlit 2. J. POLLIN, Major L. J. IHGI, and
lstht J. Co OTCUMHOR (ialnut Hill 1 throush §), were diverted from their re-
supply and troop 1lift missions Zor an emergency 1300 warine troop 1ift. Three
Fiim161 helicopters and four V06 UH-11# gunshirzs joined the Hwim262 sircrafi
and transported elemente of the 2nd Battelion, 4th herines from Vandergrift
Combat Dase, and elements of the lst Battalion, 3rd marines from C-1 (¥D224682)
to multiple zones just south of the Vkw, and north of the Rockpile and Camp
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Carroll.

The 1ift began at 1210H from Vandergrift runway to Lz "Junior" (YD013605),
A1 aircraft orbited over Cam Lo (¥D128595) while artillery and sir prep of the
Landing uone was completed, During the 160 man 1ift into Lz "Sunior! second-
ary explosions in the next prenlanned Landing Zone at .W984540 were touched
off by ajr prep. The operation was subsequently altered and the second 1ift of
150 combat troops went into Lsu "Junior" also, Both lifts were successfully
completed without mishap., One hundred coubat troops were then 1ifted fronm Van-
dergrift runway into a new Landing Zone at XDS97614 without incident., It was
decided that the remaining elements of the 2nd Battalion, 4th liarines (250 com-
bat troops) would be dropped into Lz "junior" and not the preplanned zone at
1998624, This alternate plan was smoothly accomplished without mishap.

Due to mechanical failuvres the transport helicopters were reduced to eight
aircraft when the 1lifts for the 1st Battalion, 3rd Marines began. igain after
orbiting Cam Lo for completion of artillery prep of Lz "Tiger" (YDO045648) the
first elements of 450 combat troops were dronped. Sporadic small arms and
automatic weapons fire was encountered by Miu-202 aircraft, UWith fire support,
fixed wing aircraft and Vil-6 gunship cover, the 1ift was successfully completed.
With darkness rapidly approaching it was decided to 1ift the last elements of
the lst Lattolion, 3rd idarines (200 troops) into Lz "Tiger" instead of the pre-
briefed Ls, alse at YD049%50, 4ill1 transport helicopters made at least two runs
into L& "Yiger® in darkness without benefit of illumination in order to complete
the 11ft, 41l elements of the 1360 combat troop 1ift were transhorted with the
exception of one heliteam, which uzs returred to the leading zone at C-1 because
o one transport helicopter's low fuel state,

The troop 1ift went well considering the rapid planning and freguent changes
of landing zones., .ll flizht crews involved flew 6 to 10 hours with the most
hazardovs flyinz done at nizht vhen fatigue was setiing in. The troop 1ift was
completed without accident to any sirerafi or injury to personnel, DBoth air
and artillery preparation of the landinz zones and good orgenization in the pick-
u» zones contributed?% successful ground end air operstion, 262 trensported
a total of 1130 combat troops and flew a total of 65,8 hours in support of the
mZssion,

g December 1968

A section of aircraft led by Captain b. ¥ Viw WliChidli, launched on &
norning recon nission of several inserts and extracts, PYrior to the attempted
insert of Recon Team "Hungarian® at YD246343, a thorough zone prep was nrovided
by fixed wing aircraft, The aporoach and landing in the zone was accomplished
under the surveillonce and cover of two Ud-1E gunshins from Hid-357, Imnedi-
ately after team insertion Captain VAM «IwCiul's gircraft cawe under intense
enemy small arms fire, Though it wes believed all ltean members were aboard
wvhen Captain Vil w1Chuu departed, two members had been forced to remain due to
the enemy Iire, /ith the lead gunship at an extremely low fuel state an
imnnediate extract of the remaining team mewbers was accomplished, However,
Captain Vil WINCKSL's aircraft sustained several hits.
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13 December 1668

First Ldieutenant R. L. BallUN, commander of Chatterbox ked-hvac, was sent
on an energency med-evac for Recon Team "Oak Tree" at ¥D1L08192, It was de-
cided to extract the entire team, and with cover by an additional gunship and
the chase trancport helicopter, the extract was commenced., During the attenpt-
ed landing, in very high elephant grass, the aft rotor blades struck a tree,
Tae landing was cborted and the entire nine member team was picked up by hoist
without further incident. Lieutenant BARIUN successfully completed the extract
though all aft rotor blades were damaged,

14 December 1968

Hii-202 launched three transports on a quick reaction mission to move
Reaction Force "Deer Fern" from Lz Sharon (YD334488) to Y0312434, liajor L. J.
AT, lstlht A I BudlUn, and 1stht R J. TURLIN comzanded the three aircraft
vhich 1lifted 122 troops in 22 sorties, Though lizht small arms fire was re-
ceived on the second trip into the zone, the mission was svccessfully completed.
No injury or damege was taken on this mission, Two UH-ls gunships from V(-6
and a rlight of four fixed wing provided cover for the transports,

20 December 1968

hgjor k. M. helsOn led a section of Hilie262 aircraft on a night emergency
extract of Hecon Team "Spongy Tackle" at YD140760 within the Dis, '/ith artil-
lery and fixed wing illumination and covered by two UH-1. gunships from Vi0-6,
najor WulisUks commenced his extract of "Soongy Tackle!, .utomatic weapons fire
wes recelved from the north while the transport helicopter was in the landing
zone. lampered by stumps in the zone, major wulslh had difficulty finding a
place to land, as the punners returned enemy fire, the crew chief was able to
nanevver the pilot into a safe landing. The team was successfully extracted
with no injury to personnel or hits on the aircrait, The trensport helicopter
we.s damased slightly by stuups in the landing zone,

21 December 1968

Coptain e e bulluw, aircraft communder of 93-9, and lstlt J. G, O'COMWOR,
aircraft commander of ©3-10 were diverted from recon resupnly for two cmer-
sency extracts cnd an emergency med-evoe., The v'ipst extract was coupleted by
Lt. GPlumtii. vio hoisted Recon Teanm "Hrogthite" from a landing zone ot YU374326.,
Jith darlness approaching, Geptain oY extracted decon Team "Hunzorisalt,
I1lumination of the zone at YD233391, which was only 200 feet below an overcest,
wes provided by a »U-130 and cover by Vil-6 junships, Coptain S:¥ik who had
svceessfully extracted the team, was then directed to meke an emergency med-
evae at Dong ia hountain (YDOR3598), .zain with VelU-6 gunghip cover, and
illumination provided by a h0-130, Captain L. besan his approach to the zone
wkich was intermittently IfR, ke landed in the zone under I conditions and
extracted the med-evac, .1l three tasks were completed vithout mishap.

aNCLOSURS (1)
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December 1C68

Lhough inclement weather had «11 but halted Fiwm202 operations for the day,
Cuptain He Go Guiada lavnched out on en emergency recon extract of "Clewson
songt,  (Glewson dony' was under contact and surrounded by an unknowun size
enemy force., OCaptain Callibi, and his wingman lstit C. &. LABTIN were Torced
to fly cdengerously low due to the overcast vhich was only 100-300 feet .GL.

The flizht proceeded to Vandergrift Combat Base end then down the Da Krong
dzver Valley to the landing zone, Because of increasing bad visibility end
lowering ceilings, both gunship and transport wingmen orbited 3000 meters north
of the landing zone, and as he landed, heavy enemy fire was taken rom both
sides, The junship and transport yuvnners returned the Tire, and the recon team
vas extracted without injury to its members or to the helicopter crews, i/hile
precesding back out the Da krong River Valley, Captain C.liiDi's aircraft re-
ceived enemy sniper fire at Y0304558, but again no injuries were sustained.
~fter safely landing at quang Tri, it was discovered that Captain C.NADA's air-
crait had sustcined four hits from enemy fire,
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SEUSNTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT HVENTS

>

1, iersonnel

a. Transfers to Hui-262 -~ officers 3, enlisted 11
b. Transfers from Hulu-262 - officers 11, enlisted 33

c, Promotions to present rank:

Capt. Charles li, CROOKALL 1 December 1968
iSgt James 4. HURPHH&L 20 December 1968
Cpl Joseph J. VILLELLA, Jr, 5 December 1968
LCpl James W, STEJAKT, Jr. 5 December 1968

Re

WalnGH, Donald S. HMajor 14 December 1968
BiY AN, Weyne R. Capt. 14 December 1968
CANAVA, Kay G. Capt. 1/ December 1968
b,
COLLINS, James D, IIT 1lstlt 14 December 1968
DAVID, Paul D. 1stLt 14 December 1968
BtING, Theodore M, IIT 1stLt 1/ December 1968
iOTTARD, Dean L, lstlt 14 December 19%8
SHaW, liichael I, lstit 1/ December 1968
TRIGALET, Robert &, 1stlt 14 December 1968

c. QCombat aircrew Wings

aGLON, Peter T, Col 31 December 1968
ANDIBRSOM, Gary R Cpl 31 December 1968
Bylizsl, Rickie C. LCpl 31 December 1968
UUNCAN, iaichael i, Sgt 31 December 1968
UK, Terry L. LCpl 31 December 1968
WoShAL, Iarvin J. Cpl 31 December 1968
aRTING%, Robert Cpl 31 December 1968
1CCAULLY, Richard i Cpl 31 December 1968
PIDILLL, Alfredo &, LCpl 31 December 1968
PRZY. KDY, Ldmund Pfe 31 December 1968
PURSLEY, dichard L. LC»nl 31 December 1968
RICHLRVSOW, Jack L. 83yt 31 December 1968

#NCLOSURS (1)
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3. Casuplties
NiSSuR, R, . Pfe Foxtrot 2 December 1968
4e feenlistments

BROwELL, David R. Szt 11 December 1968

5. safety. Listed below are the aircraft incidents and accidents for the
month of December 1968:

Ground .iccidents None
Ground accidents - Due to Enemy Jction Hone

<dr sccidents - Uperational 1 Charlie
+ir Incidents - Operational lione

sir Accidents - Due to Enemy dction one

iir Incidents - Due to uneiy Jection 7 Bcho
Injury to Personnel 1 Yoxtrot

6. Intellizence

The month of December showed & small increase in anti-aircreft activity
by the eremy. This reporting period (1-31 Dec 68) consisted of a slightly
higher rate of fire incidents in comparison to the number of sorties flowm
the previous nonth,

LOWTH SOHTTRES PSS INCIOmTS  AVBRAGE SIRE 1hCiin,T8 FAR 100 SURITHS

November 6568 19 316
December 6245 22 355

lost of the fire incidents for this month were dispersed evenly throughout
the whole operating area, The three areas that received the greatest concen-
tration of fire incidents are as follows:

AiliaS  (SUUARID) LOTLL SLRE ACIDANTS*
ADT7664-856 4856 2-T7562 7
Y10170-0470-0466-0166 6
Y10130-0430-0426-0126 5

#Includes lst 1wl Totals

lhere were a total of 22 fire incidents vhich resulted in light dumage to
tuo aircraft. C(ne passenger, a USN Corpsman, WIa(P). Total incidents include
the following type iires

17 Small Arms
9 avtomatic lieavons

Wi CLOSURE (1)
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20 ,30 Caliber
1 .50 Caliber
1 .rtillery

This month Hiuw-252 was assigned missions in the in Hoa gres in support
off 1st harine Division operations, &-2 has provided meps to the pilots in
addition to a briefing mup of the .n Hoa and Base 112 areas. The map, locate-
ed in the S-2 Section, depicts the enemy situstion and fire incidents in that
region, There were no significant sightings this month.
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