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MARIYE MADIUM HAILILOTTED SOUADICN 262
Marlne Siscrath Groop 16

letb Marire Avmeraft wWing, PP Peelfic
FPO, San Foancilsco, Galifornis 96602
03406470
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Wips 1205005 | 5750
R 3 Mar 1970

Frem:  Commanding Officer
Toe Commandant of ithe Marine Corps (Code HD)
Vias (1) Commanding Officer, Marine Alreraft Group 16

%2; Commending General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
3) Commending Genersi., Fleet Marine Force Pacific >
Subjs Command Chronology for the period 1-28 February 1970 | .

. ¢
Ref: (a) MOO 5750, ~ ;)

(b) PMFPACO 5750.8_
Encl: v(1) BMM«262 Command Chronology

1, In accordance with the provisions of references (&) and (b), enclosure
(1) is submitted.

2, This letter becomes UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosure (1)s

Re Ae BANCROFT
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URGANIZATIONAL DATE

1, DESIGUATION COMMANDER

S e nagm——

\RINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SUADRON 262 LTCOL Re A¢ BANCIOF?
1~28 February 1970

2o LOCATION

Lelly Februavy 127C: Pl Rzl Alr Base, DTVN ' '
1528 TFebruary 1770, Murbls Mounbgin Lir Facility, Da Nang, RVN

3o STAFF OFFICET

Executive Officer MAJOR  James M, PEDRYMAN, Jr, 1-28 Fob 1970

Operations Officer MiZOR  Wiley Jo STLLERS n
Ingistics Officer ISTLY William C, KTIG u
Mainistrative Officer  CGAPYD Welher We QUISTIN "
Mviztion Safety Officer ISTLY  Cherles W, FLIISCHER, Jrse "
Intelliigence Officer ISTLT  Jackie Ca TAGE L]
Iircralb Maintenance MAJOR  Roberd M, FITZCERALD "
Gfiicer

Sergrent Major SOIMAS  Thomas Ee IUXKE n

ko AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
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1o The month of Febru=ry 1970 produeed a significant decrease in f1ight
hours and aireraft sortios flowme The decrease in {iizht hours was due

to Iignter standard fragnentary orders, a shorter working poriod, and a

suard dowh $o effect the smuadron relocations An average of 20 operas

: 1 CH-Ui6ts ansigned flew 987.6 flight hours and 3198 sortics during
mibry in suppords of the lst Marine Division, Republic of Koresa Marine
o 1st Marine nircralt Wing, and ITI Marino Amphibious Forcee Aleo
swring this pordod; $he wquadron achieved 10,000 accident free fiight

2o The majorlty of thy f£iight nours were flown within the lesé MARDIV/

OFYS TA0Rs in Quang Wom and feang Tin Provinces, February's missions
ated primardly of cuecniisn of standard frngmentary orders imvole -
vicg roublne cormond and e op movement, resupply, VIP gupport,

Wi-2as evacuation; and wescamalssano:

N
LR

3o The squadron roloested iwom Phn Zui A%y Baze ho Marble Mowntain Hr
Farilityy Da Wonge This mowvo alleviasted the incfiective situatiop of
Liyeng an extra hour ou canh missdon commibing DJrom Phu Batl to the worke

- Sy
ing areae

lis The month of Febrtary showed an inerease in the level of oneny antde
gircralt fire incidents: Chatierbox sireraft expericnced 20 fiye ineie

donts wesulting in damage to three alverafts One aircraft suffored alfa
damazn’in an accildent dué to direct enemy action, GH-LSD, Duream Masber

154057, 12 Februexy 1570,

3 . morosone (1)
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, Personnel

as Transferred to BMM-262 - ~ 1 Officer 11 Bnlisted

be Transferred from HM-262 = 5 Officers 21 pnlisted

ce Prcioted to present rank - O Officers 1 Enlisted
2¢ fwardse The Strike/Flight Air Medal was awarded to seventecn per=
sonnele LCPL Re Co DUNTING, Jre 2L3161h was awarded the Purple Heart
Pigdal on 23 February 1970 for wounds sustained on 12 February 1970,
3¢ Civic Actiona During the first thirteen days of February, HM-262
contTMied their material support of the Tin Dang Protestant Orphanagee
Duc to the sguadronts move from the Tim Bal area, HMMM~262 arrangéd for
the 26th frmy Support Group to continue support of the orphanagae
Le Informationsl Services. During the month of February, HMM-262 pube
lished Twonty=-mine fome lown News Releases for flight medals, combab air
crow insignia, and promotionse

5 Operstional Highlights

L February

' On this date, HMM=262 accumlated 10,000 gceident free flight hourse
The squadron’ended the month with a total of 10,811,5 acéident free
flight hours, The last actident edourred on 2Fay 1969,

7«8 Fobruary

0f the twenty fire ineidents and three hits received this month, one
fourth of the fire incidents and two of the three hits were taken on
thoge dates, while flying in support of the 3rd FPorce Reconnalssance
Companys Chatterbox aireraft took fire five times while inserting three
seven nan recon teams in the Ashau Valley, Thua Thien Province during
7=8 February, The missions were successfully completods

12 February
While flying a recomnaissance mission in support of the lst Recone
naissance Dattalion, a section of Chatterbox aircraft was called upon
to insert a Civilian Irregular Defense Group of 16 men to exploit a
recent enemy contacts The difficult mountainous zone, located west of
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Thuong Ducy nang Nam Province, requirecd a one wheel hover to disembark
the toame Ousty winds caused the aireraft to move off position, the
agireraft settled in a lewvel attitude, resulting in the aft blades con-
tacting tho slope of the hill, The alrcraft became uncontrollable, -
rolled inverted; and tumbled some threc hundred meters down the slope,
resulting in glfa demage to the aireraft, Miraculously, thore were no
fatalities, and only minor injuries to the five man crew,

1L February

BM~262 moved from P Bai Air Base to Marble Mountain Air Facility,
Da Nange, This was the second displacement of the squadron within a six
month period and was executed smoothly and with precision, Thrce ne
dred twonty~five tons of squadron material and equipment and two hundred
twenty-two men and their personal equipment were transported via squadron
alreraft aid motor convoy, The squadron was fully operational the fole-
lowing daye
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