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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 263
Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Airciait Wing, FMFPac
FPO San Francisco, 96602
Marble Mountain, Republic of Vietnam
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1. DESIGHATION " COTENDER
=263 ITCCL L. K. KECK 1~31 August

2, I1OCATION

During the period of 1-31 Augush 1970 the Biue Eagles of”
HiTi=263 were located at ¥Mirble Hounbain Air Facility, Danang,
Republic of Vietner,

2, STAIF_OFFICERS

Bxecutive Officer . Major D, N. ANDERSON . l-31lAvgust
Operations Officer ajor T. J. TOBEN 1«31 August
Logistics Officer '~ lajor R, W. GEIS 1~31 Auvgust
A/C Maintenance Nfficer Coptein D. D, FROST 1~31 Avgust
Administrative Officex Captain H, P, BREAZFALE 1.6 August

lat Lt J. L, FORESEAN  7=31 Avgust
HATOPS Officer Cuptain L, R. MEDLIN  1=~6 AuguSt

Captain H. P, BREAZEALE 7-31 Avgust
Aviation Safety Officer -  lLst It Po D. PURKIR 1~€ - August
' Ist It M. Ko MORRTSON 7«31 Ausust

Intelligence Officear C 1st It Le Ko WILLIAMS  1~31 August
Awards Officer : lss L5 P, A. MAZURLK 1«31 August
Sergeant Major SgtMaj M. S, LANDY - 1-31 August

i« AVERAGE MONTELY STRENGTH

USHC USH OTHER TCTAL

Officers , LT 1 0 L8

Enlisted 166 0 0 166 -
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NARRATTVE. StMMARY

August wes a busy month for the:  Hagles of HMM~263s Peachbush
aircraft lawmched on 858 flights, 100 of these being flown during the
hours of darlmesse During the month 5352 sorties were flown resulting in
1335 fasht hours.e Helicopters of IMfi-263 carried 259.9 tons of carco
while 11,720 passengers cnjoyed ricdes in Peachbush aireraft, A total of
107 wedevac wissions were flown by the squadron and 642 injured persomel -
were twnsported to medical facilities, C: these, 177 were emerrenc: cases,
174 were prioxity and 291 were routine, lnemy activity remained at a rals
atively lor level this month with only 13 fire incidents being reporfed and
only 1 hit was taken by our planes, Squadron gumers expeuded 1200 ,50 Cal
rownds on Viah Cong and NVA positionsg, ' '

~ The squadron continued to recelive, repori and interpret intellivence
information from XXIV Corps, TII MAW, lst dAW, lst MAR DIV, MAC-16 and lst
RECON B, Thyough spot revorts, firo incident reports and other pilot de-
briefing forms, intelligence information was passed to MAG~16 for dissen-
ination to higher, lower and adjaceut wnits. DMAG-16 did not come vnder
rocitetv or worbar attack this month. :
1263 was invelved in strikes, RECON inserts and extracts during

this pericds Separate briefs and debriefs were given to pilots and airersws,

lerd

To provide coniimorrunic late intelligsnce, the intelligence wnit
£ Is and before Recon missions, Current five jncidents,

conducted briefs at AOH
LY 0y ° . ]
Recon and 00D maps were kepb and mede available to the pilotsy
Five offficers and four enlisted marinegs attended Jungle Bacape and
Survival Training abt NAS,; Cubi Point, R. 2

‘ Duriv; the wmonth enlisted persomiel eamed a total of 230 Sirilke
Flight Awards and oificers earned 152, Six enlisted were promotod 4o
thelr present ranks, During the month 10 officers and L1 enlisted joined

ne ranizs of Yoachbush while 10 officers and 30 enlisted departed Lo new duty,
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SEQUENTTAL IISTING OF STGNIFICANT EVENTS

1 August 1970 The month of August started off good for the Peaclbush
cviators. The nost significant event was that Peachbush

Carroll "book hits" by a VC/Green Beret flagpole at the
Han Son coal nilues. '

2 Avgust 1970 Captain MEDLIN was on & test hop when the numbser 2 engine
caught fire whilec testing the emergency throttle s sten.
The aircrafv received minor damage and was landed safels
at MMAF. i "Pigh MACRAR and copilot It Rob MEVERS renorted
Co2king five neaw Hol dw while flying night nedevac,

I Avgust 1970 To 7,1, OBRIEN czve ihjor Ceneral AWISTRONG, CCG 1st iAW, a
! ‘ flyving lesson in Peachbughis VIP CH-L6D. BGen CONIEY also

{ logzed "left seat time" with Feachbush 26, One cosvaliy
! of the day was a popped droon stop from & 1little rough
, ground handling by the Ystudents.? Mejor GRIS led the
/I Balc Eagle pmackage which Llogred 25 hours and carried 600
t

trocns, The days work accomplished a fotal of one VC helmet,
1 map case and 1 caunteen wewse caphured,

\__Q__ . .- ! .
5 August 1970 Peochbush was supplenented by officers and enlisted men not
coing home with IMM-161,

T August 1970 Today was o molatively quidt day for the Blue Fasles ag we
: had three standby missions, However, durin: the labe eves
ning Mejor TOBEN jawnched a saction of Bald Bagle Vo nrovide
a SAR capability for an acoident the Purnle Foxes had on
night medeva.:,

9 Angust 197C BEnemy puns tried agein and faileds, Lt Pete MAZIRARX vhilo
leading a section of nirht medevac took fire from the "Dodge
City" area uweat of the lrench Fert. Forinnatels no hits
were taken aud vhe incident was reportod to the intelliirence
section.

12 Aupust 1970 The enemy struck with brutal. accuracy today as 15 enersenc -
medevacs, I KIA and -ne Poubine medevac were extrached ir
Lt DEVORE and Lt WZOREK. The casualties were cauged by a
250 pound bomb installed os a booby trap 2,5 clicks soubh of
Tiberty Bridpe.

15 Avgust 1970 Today Peachbush lost 2 sreat asset to the squadron, Capt.
MEDIIN, Fortvmmtely the Bagles didn't lose him o the
enemy just to Wing Ueadgrarters. Capt MEDIIH will function
as Comptroller for IFMAW, :
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16 Avgust 1970 dpjor T, TOREN flew oub to Uhe rescue of one of the Battalion
kecons teams, It scams that once again Recon was swifh,
gilent but surrounded, Ipjor TOBEN extracted the team on
a ladder from their Mheaven" in the Que San momtains,

17 Avgust 1970 The enemy causes havod ~once ageine Lt WRIGHT while perfoim-
ing a medevac mission for the Tth Marines, took & hit in
the rotor system. The incident took place just minubes
after "Charlie" mortared WM company's position, Thixtystwo
nedevacs were taken out of the perimeter with one US KIA,
15 emergency and 15 roubine medevacs,

19 Awgush 1970 The Blue Fagles cf HIM=263 had a very quiet day os we had’
n1l stand-by missions except for the VIP and CG&C paclazes,
T2 accrued only <l.2 hours today.

]

21 Awrvst 1970 Today IDE265 covered medevacs for the 1lst and Hth lMairines,
Tt was a very bugy day for the Ffagles of mercy as they car-
ried a total of ub nedevacs, trelve of which were energency
cases,

22 August 1970 Mission 80 ~ no go.

2l Auguat 1970 The Sec Mnights of Iil-263 held up their end of the wori:
today as they covered medevac, recon, VIP, and resupply
nissions, In the process ol canpleting the wmissions for
the lst MADDIV, 2€3 accrued 6%,9 hours,

25 Avcust 1975 The Flue Bagles launched oa & nine plane strilke in suppord
of the 5th Special Furces UGroip., The objective was the ine
sertion of troops into & pronosed ARVN fire sunnort base,
LZ CGUAMC in @appy Velley, The cecond aircraft inkod the
zone, piloted by Lbe, J. ¥, SMITH and R, C. BFENFEY, crashed
and burned, oubt miracuwlously 1o one aboard was seriously
injured, Oniy scrapes and bums were sustained,

26 Avgust 1970 A Aull day <o whe Blue Bagles medevace, verupply and 080

with a total of 62,3 hours being floun,

28 Aupust 1970 Today was an easy day for the Blue Bagles with Bald Dagle
stand-by and ealy 20,7 hours being flowne

29 Awgust 1970 The Blue Eagles 00, ILTCCL KICK, with Lt Ron CORY
co=nilot on ivis HAC checlk toox fire on an emerzency recon
extract,

30 Avgust 197C It Rick ZUNKEL perfomed an euercensy lacde
ric C ANy ‘
recon feam WRAZORSILLY in contact with the
Valleye

31 Awsust 1970 Mdi=263 wound up the wonbh with ancther Bald Ea;e;le. g
and one emergency extract by It John SMITH,
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