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Encl: ‘/(l) Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263; Commad Chronology for

period 1 - 31 October 1970. ‘§
1. In accordance with refersnces (a) through (d), enclosure (1) is §
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PART T

ORJANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIMATION COMMANDER

HMi~263 LTCOL L. K. K8CK 1-31 OCTOBZR 1970
2. LOCATION ’

During the period of 1~31 Jctobar 1970, the Blue Eagles of HMM=263
were located at Marble Mountian Air Facility, Danang, Republic of Vietnam

3. STAFF OFFICERS

FExecutive Officer Major W.3. HUMBZRT 1-31 Oct

Operations Officer Major T,J., TOBEN Jr. 1~31 Oct
Asst. Operations Officer Capt. L.R. BANCELLS 1-31 Oct
Logistics Officer Major L,L. PAYTON 1-31 Oct
Aircraft Maintenance Off. Major D.N. ANDZRSON 1-31 Oct
Asst. Maintenance Officer Capt. D.8. FROST 1-31 Qet
Administrative Officer  1/Lt J.L. FORESMAN 1-31 Oct
NATOPS Officer Capt. H.P. BREAZEALRE 1-31 Oct
Aviation Safety Officer 1/Lt M.K. FORAISON 1-28 Oct
Aviation Safety Officer 1/Lt J.C. McGARIGLE 28«31 Oct
Intelliégence Officer 1/Lt L.K. WILLIAMS 1-31 Oct
Awards Officer Major L.L. PAYTON 1-31 Oct
Sergeant Major Master Sergeant H.F. RAKOP 1-31 Oct

Lhe AVSRAGE MONTHLY STRZNGTH

USMC usH OTHER TOTAL
OFFICERS 7 1 0 L3
ENLISTED 227 0 0 227
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,NARRATIVE' S‘mﬁMARYi

October was a busy month for the Blue.Eagles of HIi-263, Peachbush
aircraft launched on 851 flights, 10l of  these being flown during the.
hours of darknesss During the month 3825 sortiés were flown rcsultlng
in 107641 flight hours. ‘Helié¢opters of HMb-263 carried 151,7 tons of
-cargo. while 8230 passengers.. enJoyed rlde% in Peachbush g rcraft. A total
of 98 medavac nissions wers: flown and L8 injured pﬁrsonnul wers transe
ported’ to medical facilities, of these,56 were emerzencies, 75 were
priority and 117 wers routine, Enumy act1v1ty raached. a new n17h for
recant. months as 20 fire- incidents ware reported and. a. tobal of 13 hits
wére taken by our olanes.

HM-263 was involved in strlkes, Recon inserts and extracts during -
this period. Separate briefs and debriefs were given to pilots and
alrcrews.

To provide contineus up to date. intelligence the intelligence unit
conducted briefs at AOM's and Before Rscon- m1331ons. ‘Current fire
. ineidents, Recon. and. ord T ‘of battle Maps. Ware- Kapt: and mad° available .
3 before all flishts.-

Thr:¢ officers and ‘thrice enllstud ‘Marines-attonded :Jungle. Escape
and Survival Tralnlnr NAS Cub1 Point R P

During the month enllsted perSOnnel earned a total.of 170 Strike-
Flizht Awards and offlcers uarned 110. Three enllsted were ‘promoted to-
thzir present ranks. During the month T offlcers and 11 enlisted
joined our ranks and. 5 officers and 6 enlisted departed for new duty.
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SEQUEI\ITIMJ LISTING OF SiGi\IIFICANT VNS

1 Oct 70  Inclement weather hearalded the beginning of October in the
MBig Nam", Peachbush, alreraft only imanazed to log a touzh'
- 9.1 total “hours on an’ assortmeqt of tactlcal TFR f1y1n

L Oct 70  Today the sun shone again-as the rdtn zods were temporarily
shunted aside for: the first time this month, The Blue
Eagles logzed 60.8 flizht hours, carried 13.9 tons of carzo
and prov1ded ready transoortatlon for 537 passenvars.

50c¢t 70  Phe always ready for combat’ WFighting 263rd" made its presence
' falt in a very humane way today during medevac sorties from'
‘LZ Baldy. Peachbush pulled ten medsvac missions - during which
12 badly injured marines. wers swiftly and bfflcipntly
avacuated to hospitals in the Dananr arsa despite enamy
attempts to add some Blue. Eavlus to thu casualty ‘totalse

6 Oct 70‘ . -A rather slow ddy today was: evidénced by the 34.9 flizht
hours logzed by Peachbush Saa Knizhts. The weather contlnued
to hampar: opbratlons and” pr0v1d°d anply t sts for thea .Blue
Earlos elite: corps of" av1°tors. T L .

R . vty

i8>0ct'70 5242 flight, hours wére logzed today on Recon, medévac md
resupply mlssions. '

11 Oct 70  The niszht mvdovac packaze led by Maj. ANDJRbON and chased by
Lt MORRISON "brought back  their casuﬂltles S'Ji‘ely inspite of
hits taken by both. A/C during an =merzency melevac in poor
‘weather con‘ltlons. Lt - CORNATTA to’ay Llsplayed the “inom-
itable spirit of ths Peachbush pilots, ‘Lt CORNETTA ‘was
launched out as: the. second ‘plans of a saction assizned recon
extracts in poor weathbr conliitions, While" attbnpt1n7 an
extraction  one..of ths- Hupy vunshlps c¢rashed, Lt CORNSTTA
followed tha ‘only- approach route into the area.of the downed
pilots and- 1ow“rud his junzle penatrator. Bzfore he could
complete the rescue he was complately covared by clouds. The
lead gunship. advised him to zet out and thea they could try
again later when the: weathaor lifted. Lt CORNITTA said since
he was. alruagy down there he would complste the rescuc. After
getting all ths downed  airman: aboard which took forty minutes
of hovering Lt COR‘ﬂ”TA had to make an IFR taksoff throuzh a
jazzed mJuntaln pass. Wpll done "Hawk" o

12-Oct 70 The monsoon: once again forced the Blue Eazlss to launch only

‘ ;umervnncy missions as the ceilings lowerad to 200' and near
0 visibility. Only 18.0 hours were flown.
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17 Oct 70 Peachbush gunners zot & rare opportunlty t0. pay. back the
VC-in kind today. Lt WILLIAMS ("Zasy") had taked his
4plane into a recon ‘insert zorie near H- 270 South When his
gunners spotted 3 VC/NVA. Score PB. 3: conflrmed, Ve 0.

—
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19-0¢t 70 ‘The- remadns: of Joan's. klllgr winds, and torrential rains
provided hazards, aplvnty as the Blue Gaglsss lozzed -LO.O
‘hours of tactical 1nstrument time - carry:ng‘out -GMerganey
medevacs: and resupply.

23,-0ct 70 After a weak: of residual rains and. vcnuraﬂly poor weather,
1st Lt Mike Gilligan ("The Dog") reported that & new and
Dowerful.typhoon was, approaching ‘the- Peachbush TAOR. Ch cks:
and double- checks. proved the squadron to be" as ready
‘p0351ble for thls nawestt blow to our war: affort.

25 0ct 70 Typhoon Kate hit today'in 2ll of her fury. ‘Winds of 60
knots and morv.battered the arca. Sheets of rain reduced
visibility to- iess. than 100° ft.  ILtGen McCutcheon paid a
surprise: visit to. the squadron: area and jokingly inquired,
"Why isn't -my Peachbush VIP Helo fly1ng today "

27 Oct 70 Tod&y a- sllght break in-tha weather. allowed . the Blue ‘@agles
to:put. in emﬁrgency sunplles to units.in-ths. field who - .
had. been' battered and-drehnchéd by .almost 3-weeks. of monsoon/ "
typhoon weamher. Peachbush -46's; logged L1.7 flight hours
-today.

‘ 29 Oct ?OS The: lest two days weather ‘had besn. .80 poor that. thu Blue
Bagles only managed to loo a total of 20,1 hours. The
weather was forecast to remadin the same for another wesk,

30 Oct 70 WX: 200' ¢eiling,visibility=~ % - Uz miles,winds L5+ knots.
The ares south and west of. Dananv was, totally 1nundat@d.
Hundrads -of" Vlbtnam S<¢ civilians were being swept to their
denths by swift waters that rushed throuzh their homes at
more -than 8 feet ‘above flood level. ‘Landmarks were non=
gxistant, In spite of - these nearly insurmountable
‘obstacles. Peachbush aircraft logzed 83,1 hours of rescue
work while vvacuatlnv over 1L0O0O nllltary and civilian
victims of ‘the: k111>r flobd, In: the process of performing:
.their llfe-swv1nv mission. the. Blue Eagzles sustained a '
total of . seven: alrcraft hit by enemy fire, two of which
werse . shot down-in the evacuation area, No ‘one was ingured'
and inspite.of ‘the perils. the"fighting 263rd" did thei
part during the Mercy M1531on of thu Year.
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