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From: Commanding Officer

To:  Commnding Officer, Marine Afrcreft Group-l3 (Attn: 5-3) §
Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1-31 Jamuary 1969 (V) i,

: - ]
Ref: (a) Grud 5750.1D ¢' o/ } 69 “
Enci: /(1) VMEA-34 Commend Chrcmology o ®

1. In accardence with reference (&), enclosure (1) is submitted.

2. This letter is downgraded to Unclassified upon removal of enciosure (1).

FRANE ©. FETERSEN JR. 3
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Ser: 03403869
7 Feb 1969

COMMRD CHRONOLOGY
mART ¥
ORGANYZATTONAL DATA
A. DESIEATION COMANDER
HMarine Fighter/Attack Squadron-31h LtCol, Frank &, PETERSEN Jr.
Marine Afrcraft Group~13 28 July 68 « Presgent
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FuFPac

B. IOCATION

1=-31 Jemuary 1969; Cm Lai Air Base, Republic of Vietnam

€. STAFF OFFICERS
Remneth H. BTOVER WJOR Executive Officer ODbec68~Present
‘Gllbert TANZER CAPT 8~ Officer 05Angh8-11Jan69
Anthony ¥. CAPUYO CAPT 8«1 Officer 127emb69-Pre sent
Richard X. HARRIS MAJOR §-3 Officer 1Mov68-Pre sent
Gary R. VAN GYSEL CAPT  8-U Officer OlaugbB-Present

Fredorick J. SCHOBER MAJOR  Maintenance Officer O7Jun68-Present
D. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

1. QFFICERS
&. Naval Aviators 19
Y. Naval Flight Officers 15

¢c. Aviation Gramd 0fficers ©5
de Naval Flight Sargeons 01

2s mmxagg
s, Marine Corps . aa
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NARBATIVE SURMARY

Despite a week long period of tropical monsoon conditioms, VMPA-31Y
flew 617.3 bours and 546 combat sortics. There were 31 non-combat sorties
and 24 houre flown for ferry eand maintensnce check purposes, Alrcrew
menbers averagaed 32 combat sorties.

Operations supported during the month included Teylor Copmem, Nevada
Eagle, Bold Mariner, Dewson River, Russell Beach, Scotland II, Eentucky,
Linn River, Task Forces Yemkee end Alpha. Elements of the U. 8, Navy,
U. S. grgy, U. 5. Air Force, Republic of Korea and ARVN Forces were
supporied.

. Bozb damege asseasment reported by alrborme and ground FAC's included
97 structuraes destroyed, 23 structures damsged, 3 37mm AA positions
silenced, 54 bunkers destroyed, 9 bunkers damaged, 2 SO Cal. positimns -
destroyed, 3 VA XM, five road cubs, 300 meters of tremchline and 200
meters of tredl destroyed, 36 sccondery fives and 3 secondsry explosims,
13 fighting holes destroyed, 3 trucks destroyed and omc cave destroyed.

PARCAPS were flown on 2 Japuary and 26-31 Jenuary in support of the
7th Fleet totaling 35 sorties snd 84,6 howrs.

On 12 January 1969, the Commending Officer of VMM«31l recoived the
Fiscal Year 1968 (WO Aviation Safety Award from the Commendsnt of the
Merine Corps during e formel squadrom formation., During the same formatim
CMC also presented 1st Alr Medals +o Capt. J. E. SHARKEY, Capt. B. J. FIOYD,
J.Stzibo ﬂ. co gm and 1881&. W.j H¢ mmo .

The Alr-to-Ground Hot Pad from 7«14 January flew 62 sorties snd 60.6
hours in support of I Corps ground forces,

61.5 houre and 68 sorties were fiown from the Alr-to«Cramd Hot Pad
from 28-31 January.

On 24 January Capt. B, J. FIOYD end 1stLt. S. L. DUBA Zlew the 8000tk
combat sortic on YMMA-314's present deployment and four daye later Capt,
8. R, ¥cCOMB and lstlt. T. R, JOENSQY flew the 9000th combat howr,

The following Officers completed the indicated number of conbat missions
during the moth of Janunary:

c&pﬁ» Je E. HANKING ~ 300 G&p‘t. J. E. SEARREY - 100
istlit., R. G. SCMYTT - 300 istLt. M. A, RIETSCH - 100
1stlt. He ¥, GRBERJY, ~ 200 1stlt. M. C, S8TILY - 100
Mejor B, I. HARRIS - 100 istlt. J. A, BOLEX ~ 100

Capt. B. J. FIOTD -~ 100 m
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"%, VMRA-311 joined 32 Pnlisted mnd trensferred 33.
B. AWAHDS, ‘The FY-68 (RO Aviation Sofety Award, 4 1st Atr Medals, 1
Squadron Marine of the Month and 2 Meritorious Masts were presented at
Squadron formations during the month.
00 mm. Hone

" D. AIR OPERATIONS. 'the Squadron flow 567 sorties end 64,3 hours of
vhich 5H6 sorties aad 617.3 hours wers combat,

E. IR ¢ 1 aircrewmember attended JEST school, 1 airvcrowmsmber
:;tga ed the Meaintenance Management course and 1 enlisted attended the
-, Bﬁhm}au

F. ORIMANCE, Total ordnence expended during Jemuery was 1069.6 toms.
The treakdown is ms follows:

IYPE NUMBER
MX-82 S§ 2562
MK-82 00K 289
MK~-81 B 878
ME-T7 501
ME-83 Coxt 12
M-117 16
cBy 22
EMBL /764 101
5.0" 7Zani 106
LAD-10 27
2.75" FFAR 1
70 ST - )
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