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" Units Marine Fighter Attack Squadren 323
Locg‘tﬁ.@m Che Lai Adr Base, Republic of Vietnanm
Perfods |1 = 25 Mavch 1969 -

PART I Orgenizational Data
1, Commander and .Sftaff

NaME BILLET RAL  ZEUD

Ira L, MORGAN : Commanding Officer L8202  deRS Maw 69
John Ko COCHRAR Exeeutive Officer Major w28 Mar 69
Henry C. IVY Operations Officer Ma jor 1@2" Hax 69
James R, BRYAV S-l (Administiration Caal,  1eR® Iax 69
William C, RYAN Se2 (Intolligencs) /G 1625 1y 69
James E, BIRDJELL St (Iogistics) Cazf 1=25 a2z 69
Donald Do BERGMAN Maintenance Officer Major  1e25 lfar 69
Vincent C. MARKS Aviation Safebly Ofii.cer Capl. 1=25 lay 69

2, Taslt Organigstion and Dats

Organdgation

Marine Fighter Attaclk Sguadren 32 3
Marine Alrcraft Group 13 -

1lst Morine Adrcrafl Wing

Fleet Marine Ferce; Pasific
Location

Chu Lai Alr Base, Republic of Vietnam

Comnandinz Officer Bute of Oifise
Lisutenan} Colonel Ira L. MORGAN 12 Decorber 1968 o
: Prresent

3> Average Mmnthly Strensth \
' a. Marins Officers . "
(l) Naval AV&&%@PSooonooooooooooooooboo 1 00a9 1?

(2) Naval Flight fol@@PSooooooooooocuo:cooao l&
(3) Aviation Cround Offi@@?Sooaoooooooo«roorc fy

1 Eaclosuro (1)
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b.() Ihv.a'l Ofﬁcemoncfrooonaoooooooooooaoooouo: 1
co r'hrine Enliste(i'oooooaaoﬁoooqoocoooooooooh 205
dO N&‘ral Enlistedoco'oooooooooooaooo‘ooooooaon o

L. Important Visitors to the Commard, There were nc visits to this
Sc_;padron by any important visitors during the pericd 1-25 March 1969,

PART II HNarritive Summary

In March, VMFA-323 flew 319 sorties. This figure is significantly
lower than the previous months figure of 586, During the month, VMFA-
323 gradually decreased its number of sorties in preparation for the
impending transfer to the Third Marine Aircraft Wing, Among significart
developments was the changing of aircraft configuration by installing
centerline tanks on the aircraft. The Squadron continued to fly combat
missions with the centerline configuration, hewever, only low crag bembs
mounted on the inboard wing TERS were emplcyed. During the mouth, the
Squadron either transferred or received a total of sevenieen (17} air-
craft in preparation for the relocation, '

As the month closed, VMFA=323 aircrafl were on their vay ~ Cubl
Point NAS and thence aboard ship to be transferred ¢y the Thirc .

. Wing. The Squadron Flag and Bible will accempany the aircraft to their

‘ new heme. This closes, at least for the present, VIFA=323"s combat
tour in Vietnam. The Squadron first arrived in-courtry on 1 December
1965 and remained in Vietnam, except for two short cut-ef=couniry
deployments, until the date of this Command Chronclegy.’ ‘

During this pericd the "Death Rattlers” have served in the Republic
of Vietnsm in support of U.S. and other allied grourd forces. Since
joining Marine forces in RVN, VMFA-323 has been awarded its sixth star
on the Squadron’s Presidential Unit Citaticn Pennant. VMFA-=323 was the
first Fl, squadron to be based at Chu lai, The "Death Rattlers" story
in Vietnam was one of unexcelled valer, dedication and professional
excellence, During this tour, the Squadror flew more than 17,000 combat
sorties, When the "Death Rattlers® return to combat, they will have much
to live up to if they are to match the reccrd they have set during this
combat tour. : A A

- The Squadrori supp@r’ted thé foliwing orerations during the months
Eager Pursuit, Kentucky Jumper, Russel Beach, Massachusetts Striker,
Dewey Canyen, Victory Drageon IX 9 Tayler Cormen and Iron Mountalin.

Scme of the March mission highlights weres

On 6 March, a flight of two (2) Fa's (1/L% MURAY(pilet)/1/1%
SPRAGUE/RIO) and Maj DENTON(pilet)/Capt BRYAN(RIO)) urder the control
o’ LOPEY 57 attasked enemy troops and auterstic weapons nositions. The
accurats delivery of the flights ordnance resulted in 3 structures
destroyed, 3 bunkers destroyed, 2 tunnels destroyed ami 1 autematle
weapons position damaged,

2 ) : Enclezure (1)
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On 7 March, ILtCol MORGAN(pilet)/Capt BRYAN(RIO) and 1/Lt COLLYAR{pilet)/
1/1t SIMPSON(RIO) were directed in on,a VC fortified village by HOSTAGE
UNIFORil. The resulting BDA consisted”of 8 structures destroyed, 2 bunkers
destroyed, and 1 large secondary fire,

On 9 March, Maj COCHRAN(pilot)/Capt LANDON(RIO)/1/1t BAIN(pilet)/1/1t
RYAN(RIO)wepe directed on another fortified village by LOFEZ 58, The accurate
delivery of ordnance resulted in 13 structures destroyed and 7 others damaged.

On 14 March, a CAS mission resulted in é structures destrcyed, 2 structures
damaged and 1 confirmed KBA. The flight consisted of Capt NICHOLSON{pilet )/
1/1t SIMPSON(RIO) and 1/Lt WALKER(pilot)/Capt MASSEY(RIO).

On 15 March, an enemy truck and outpost area were attacked by 1/Lt MURPHY
(pilet)/1/1% SPRAGUE(RIO) and 1/t BAIN(pilot)/1,/Lt RYAN (RIO). Plipoint
bombing resulted in 4 trucks destroyed, 8 second:iry explosions, and 7% meters
of trenchline being destroyed.

On 18 March, 7 structures destroyed, 6 struciures damaged, 4 bunkers dest-
royed, ). secondary fire and 3 secondary explosions were credited to 1/1%
MURPHY (pilot }/1/1% SPRAGUE(RIO) and Capt DAVIS(p:lot)/1/Lt RYAN(RIO) while
supporting AMERCAL Division on an attack on enem’ positions north of Chu lai,

Cn 22 March, Capt BIRDWELL(pilet)/1/1t HUBIS(RIO) and iaj SMITH(oilot)/
Capt MASSEY (RIC) zerced in on enemy sutomatiec weapons sites. Werkingz with
HOSTAGE HOTEL, the flight destroyed 6 structures, 1 burksr and dameg:d 6 other
structures,

On 24, Marzh, Maj BERGMAN(pilot )/1/Lt WHITING(RIO) ani 1/It CAMPRILL(pile:d/
1/1% STAPLETOW(RIO) destroyed & structures, /4 bunkers ani were credited with 1
Jarge sccordary explesion on an attack en VC positions,

During thz peried covered by this repert, the combinst! Sgquadron Battle
Damage Assessnent received from controlling agenciles was as follews:

Enenw Killed by Arcoooocnoocwoonoscncccoonno 1 Cenfirmed

secon’iaw FAXP].OSiOﬂSooooc;ooooa_oooonoo«oo‘voo 16

| Seconﬁdafy Fir’Qeroooooooooooconcor'voo-:-nc-oonon 27 )
Military SEructureS.sccscccecosccconcascnns 105 Destroyed/:¥, Damaged
Bunkerso000000000000DOOOOOOOQOC‘QOY’OQQOOO"OO 7& D(gstroyed/:,‘i mmagm
Autematic Weapons Positionsc.cconescecconce 3 Destroyed/i Damaged
Read /Trail CutScocococoocasonoacsssoonasonas 150m Destroyed
Trenc}l mneooooocoooooncoooooooooonooooo.-no 396"1 Destroyed
Br'idgeSocooooooooooonoooooooooooooonohﬂo-~oo 1 Destroyed
TmleksoﬂOOOo\’000000000()0000‘)0000000O(’(’OC‘!(”,.L &' D‘ZStmyw
Tunnels,.coconononaconccaosononoococoanonon  dd D‘?Stf@y@d
50 cal P@SitionSnooocoooonnoocoonnooooonunp bt D(?Stroyed

PART III Significant Events

1, Personnels Joined Officers 2 Enlisted 7

Dropped » Officers 27 Inlisted RiA
Promotions Officer 0 Iinlisted Q
3 Enclssure (1)
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Strike/Flight Air Medals = 37
Meritorious Mast = 1

3. Air Operations:

Total Combat Sorties...319  # Group/Ctaer Pilobs,....i0{pilet)/3(RIO)
Total FlightSscococr00-320  Avg Group/Other Sorties..h{oilot)/8(EIO)
Total Combat HOurs,....367.0 Avg Group/Other Hours....4{pilet)/9(RIO)
Total Flight Hours,.o...376.,0 Avg NFO Sirengthccocsonocodd
Avg Pilot Strengthiccoc. 17 Avg NFO SovtdeS:cccucoconcoldd
Avg Pil@t HOUI‘Sono 00000 16 Avg NFG H:}urscoooo con0o0 0029
Avg Pilot Sortiescocoo. 19 High Day (Serties).cocrco.” Mar/2

High Day :{H@lﬂ"s ).;-. sneomoqol %ﬂr/?an

2, Awards:e

At

4, Maiptenance: March Monthly Averages

Aircraft ASSignedODODOOOOOOOOQOQOoooowooaoo 3‘»&
Aircraft on Boardoscocoeovocovonconooendasnon 13
Aircraft A‘Jailablemqooooooooooooao.ooﬂco)-‘-oc £
Avg Hours for Aireraft cn Beard.concovoscoe 28,9

Alrcraft Tmnsferr@dgﬂeceived 3

151015 from VI@‘A:HS on § Mar 69 150468 from VMFA-542 on 8 Mar 69

152253 from VMFA=542 on 6 Mar 69
148377 from VMFA=122 en 8 Mar 69

151406 to VIFA=122 on 5 iar 69
151012 to VIFA=215 om 5 Mar 69
152313 to VMFA=31L, en & Mar 69
150427 to VMFA=31, on 7 Mar 69
152213 to VMFA=115 on 8 Mar 69

152223 from VYMFA=122 on 14 Mar 69
152:209 ﬁ"@m VMFA=115 on 22 Mapr 59

152217 to VMFA=115 en 14 Mar 69
152282 to VMPA=314 en 19 Mar 69
15146 to VMPA=115 on 21 Mar 69
152:91 to VMFA=314 on 21 Mayr 69
1522770 to VMPA=314 on 22 Mar 69

152237 to VMFA=314 en 10 Maxr 69

Adrcraft Sustaining Batt 2es

152983 sustained limited damage when one (1) 50 cal. round hit the
aircraft CADC packags. There was also some damage to the BLC ducting.
No crewmember was hit. This action occurred on 11 Mar 69.

151463 received a 30 cal, round through the starbeard external wing
tank en 17 Mar 69. No crewmembbr was hit.

1504..8 sustained a small arms round through the right external wing
dunp mast on 17 Mar 69, Damage was extremely light end no crewmember was
hit,

5. Ordnances March expenditures by type amd number are as follows:

b Enclosure (1)
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IXFE RO,
MK-81 250 1b ID/GP 202
MK=82 500 1b ID/GP 1873
MK=83 20C0 1b LD/GP 150
MK=77 50C b Fire Bomb 132
ME=77 (Mcdified) 10
JCBU=24 7L,

2.75 Rockets (19 shot pod) 17
5" Zund Rockets (4 shot ped) 26

Fuzes 2244,
Bogsters ‘gg&g
‘ ‘ 24,76

Total Stores Tonnage = 773.241
Total Bomb Tonnage — 760,063
Drop/Shot Rate = 98.6%

‘LONNAGE

29,290
H57,124
15.334
340584
2,620
29,880
4,650
£.528
o 086
AL a2dT
773202

DECLASSIFIED




