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MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 362
Marine Aircraft Group 15

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

3:TEF:hmc
003A24467
31 Augast 1967

SECRET NOFORN

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander,: Task Group Seventy Nine Point Four

Subj: Command Chronology; Submission of

Ref: (a) MOO 5750.2
(b) CTG 79.4 Ltr 3 :PJM:d1m Over 5750 dtd 5 April 1967

Encl: 1(1) Command' Chronology for the period 1-14 August & 29-31 August

J~7.A~'.~vRr-fwy-tD~~~/CMJtWW
1. In ~corda~ce~th refer~nces)(a) and (b), enclosure (1) is submitted.·

2.. This letter is down graded to unclassified upon removal of enclosure
(1).
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COMMAN D CHRONOlOGY

MARINE MEDIUM HELICOPTER SQUADRON 362

1..14 & 29-31 AmUST 1967
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PART, I

oRGlilftZA tfoNAL DATA

( c) 1. Organizational Data:

(a) Reporting Unit
(b) Location
{ c) Reporting
(d) Commanding Officer
(e) Executive Officer
(f) Operations Officer
(g) Administrative Officer
(h) Intelligence Officer
(i) Logistics Officer
(j) A/C Maintenance Officer
(k) Aviation Safet,r Officer
(1) Flight Surgeon

HMM-J62
SLF, USB Okinawa
1-14 & 29-31 August 1967
N. J. Kapet.anj LtCol, USMC
L. J. Flanagan,· Maj. UsMC
T. E. Fish,M8J,'USMC
D. J. Moore, Maj, USMC
D. K~ Kawalek, lstLt. USMC
W. T. Hewes, Maj, USMC'
E. H. Modzelewski, Maj, USMC
H. A. Makeever,·Maj, USMC
W. F. Devoe, Lt, USN

2. Task Organization and Unit Location:

MAG-1S (Rein), 9th MAB, .sLFI USS'Okinawa
1...14 & 29-31 AQgust 1ge7

3. Average Monthly Strength

Officers>:
Enlisted

USMC
48

194

USN
1
3

'IDTAL
49

197

CONFIDENTIAL

lliL.li'QB!!
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PART II

NAMATIVE SUMMARY

•

",

DUring this period, HMM-362, located aboard the USS Okinawa, was
under operational control of the T.!±lrd, Marine Amphibious Force. The
iVrimaxy activities during this period were administrative and logistic
flights in support of Task Group 79.4 and direct SUPPOF-t. Qt or>e:rat1011S
"Beacon Gate" and "Cochise". 'Ihe squadron was located at K;y Ha RVN
from 15 August - 29 August 1967.

Part III

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1 August 1967 - (5) Flight T.i.me 7.5
SOrties 30
Fire Incidents 0
Conunents: ,Administrative support of TO 79.4, Y1 34 was

lost in DaNang Harbor following an engine
failure on a ma.:Lntenance te~ hop. No injuries
to personnel.

2 A~Ust 1967 - (S) Flight Time 11.9
Sorties 55
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Administrative support of ro 19..4 trom DaNang

Harbor
',.~ ,I.J~

3 August 1967 - (8) Flight,4'ime " \12.2
Sortie:s': , .. ' ' . 31 ,"

:':;;" ,,' Fire In~ident~ ;'" 0 , ; ,','.'c: ,,', :;: " , .
;>;,:','" (, :1';;; , Conun,ents: !\dministra~iv~,:~ppor~ ,of. rq,J9,.4.

' t

4~14cig~~t 1967 ~'J~) Flight ~~, "jo~CR" ".....'\ '(\",! l\":' ;',,'

'; i,,·So:r:;ties l~' .C,: 39., .' l,~':' 1,' '., ",

, ' " . .Fire Inci~e~~,~·" 0
Coimnents: .Adinirrl.strative and Maintenance flights in

,:D~ang.area.,

5 August 1961 - (S) ~ight Time ,: :~. 2Q.2
Sortioo'" .., ··81

. ,', Fire .Ineadenbs ' 0
'. ,lJ,", ,'; " 'coriunents: 'Continued ~inistrative support 'tU 19.4.

. ,'~ l. '.! '" .'

6 August 1967
.- ~.

- ($).': Fl1ght. Tiine , .. 2.7'l) 'i ;'.., .'

SoTties"':,:':" ,c·'Q4:···i

" . : : . .i.,':': . ....~:':.,
Fire Incid~nts .'., , 0 , . " •. : .. '",. '." ,
Conrnents: Continued. ,s~pport"at 'IG '79.4 in DaNang HartJor.

, .' " ' .. ' . , ~"
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7 August 1967 - (S) Flight TiIne 42.8
Sorties 203
~re Incidents;jij, 4
Hit Incidents 2
Inju:riesto personnel 0
Oomments: lnitial support of Operation Beacon Gate. YL-31

& YL-41 received hits during lift.

8 August :).967 ... (s) Flight· Time 61.9
Sorties 219
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Continued support of Operat~on Beacon'Gate.

9 August 1967 .. (S) Flight Time 35.9
s~tas li5
Fire Incident'tJ .0 2"
Hit Incidents l
Injuries to personnel '1
Comnents s Continued support of Operation Beacon Gate. YL-

o 30 received two hits on a resupply mission and
was forced down into a secure area. Maintenance
recovery was made later. One crewman received
minor injuries!

10 August 1967 - (S) Flight Time 28.)
Sorties 104
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Continued support. of Oper-atd.on Beacon Gate.

• '. .1

11 August 1967 - (S) Flight Time 88.5
Sorties 363
Fire Incidents 2
Hi t Incidents 1
Injuries to personnel 0
Canments: Launched strike in support of Operation Cochise.

11-32 received smallca1.- hit from unknown
lOcation during lift.

12 August 1967 - (S) F:t.ight TiIne
Sorties
Fire In9idents
Comments: Continued

46.5
152

o
support of Operation Baacon Gate/Cochise

•
13 August 1967 - (S) Flight Time 27.8

.Sorties 97
Fire Incidents 1
Hit InCidents 0
Ocmmerrts i Continued support of Operat.ion Beacon Gate/Cochise
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14 August 1967 - (S) Flight Time 38.2
Sorties 97
Fire Incidents 0
COmments: Fin<ll support of Operation BeQcOQ G.a"Ge/Oochise

P1~ior to offload.

29 August 1967 - (S) Flight Time 21.2
Sorties 29
Fire Incidents 0
Conunent s; J:DlJ.(..362 backloaded to. t1SS Ok:i1lawa. from Ky Be:

30 August 1967 - (8) Flight Time 14.0
Sorties 41
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Adminsitrative support of TG 79.4 in DaNang

area•

.31 August 1967 - (S) Flight Time 22.2
Sorties ,.3
Fire Incidents 0
Comments: Adminif'"trative support of TG 79.4 in Phu Bai

area•
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PART IT-
1. FLIGHT DATA 1-:14 &. 29-31 AUGUST 1967

Flight Hours--------------------·------------------------ 523.4
Sorties-------------------------------------------------1744
Pax!Troops-------------------~--------------------------2898
Tons of Cargo------------------------------------------- '69.2
Ca.sualties---------------------------------------------- 1

2. AHARDS. -
(a) The following were awarded to squadron members during this

period:

Df.atd.nguf.shed F'Iy ing C~oss

Nav,y Comnendation Medal

Purple Hearts

CAPT R. J. KISSLlliG

lstLT R. F. O'NEIL
lstI,T T. J. MCKNIGHT
LOP1 D. L. WESTLlli

lstLT E. P. SACHS
LOPL N. J. RYAN

(b) The sqUadron also presented 122 Air Medals
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4 September 1967
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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group Seven Nine Point Four

SUbj: After Action Report, Operation Beacon Gate/Cochise; submission of

Ref: Annal! J to oro 79.4 Dpet-.g,t4,.on<Flan l.ro~7

Enol: j (1) Chronology of Significant Events
J'2) Analysis of Helicopter Operations
..1(3) Statistical Summary

1. In accordance with Ref (a), .Enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are submitted.

2. '!his letter may be downgraded to unclassified upon removal of
Enclosures (1), (2) and (.3).

~~
. J: ! --I--

///- '??6f/7~·1.'
N J. PEl'AN

I ./
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CHHONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

7 August 1967
At 0745H. Ten UH-34D helicopters, commenced a lift of elements of

BLT 1/3 into 1Z Crow (BT 216557). Following a prior beach landing the
initial lift was completed by 0945H with no hostile tire sncounbered in
the 1Z.

At approximately l60CH, six UH-34 t s began lifting ''W'' Battery into
a position near 1Z Crow. Sporedic sniper tire was encountered and two
aircraft, YL-31 and YL-41 received hits with no injuries to personnel.

A detachment of 3 UH-IEI s from VMJ-6 logged 30.0 hours f~ng TAC(A)
and armed escort for the lift.

8 August 1967
Squadron aircraft were t1.tilized on resupply, Administrative and Med

evac missions. Two' reports of griper fire were recorded but no aircraft:,
received hits.

9 August 1967

Reaup~ missions from the LSA at Hill 63 to units of BLT 1/3 acCOunted
for most of the aircraft utilization. Two tire incidents were reported,
.e aiX"cralt..~ YIi':'30_,t'aciev~ two h.i.ts .aJJld made a precau.tionart'
landing in a secure area at BT 207575. The aircraft was returned after
field maintenance. There were no injuries to personnel.

10 August 1967

Squadron aircraft flew the normal resupply, C&C, Med-Evac and admin
istrative missions. No fire incidents were reported during this period.

11 August 1967

At 0700H, sixteen aircraft began a lift of BLT 1/3 fran Red Beach to
1Z Grouse (AT 234598). The lift ran smoothly with light sniper fire en
countered in the 1Z. The major part' of the lift was completed by lOOOH.
One aircraft, YL-J4 received a small caliber hit with no injuries.

12 August 1967

HMM-362 flew ncrma'l, resupply, C&C and administrative missions in
support of operation Beacon Gate/Cochisep No fire incidents were reported•
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13 August 1967
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Squadron aircraft were utilized flying resupp~, Med-Evac and
administrative missf.ons, One fire incident was reported by resupply
aircraft but no hits were received.

14 August 1967

HMiI-362 new a normal day ot resupp~, Med-Evac and administrative
missions. No fire incidents were r-epor-ted •

&,10LOSURE (1)
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1. General

ANALYSIS OF HELIOOPTER OPERATIONS

•

Helicopter operations were conducted from the USS Okinawa (LPH-3)
during Operation Beacon Gate/Cochise. Hill 63 was used as the LSAaad
refueling point, supplemented by Tam Ky for alternate refueling.
Weather had no adverse effect on helicopter operations. Communications
with helicopter's was adequate .to good.

2. Analysis

a. No maj or problems were encountered. The scheduling of missions
was adequate & utilized to the fullest extent.

b. Communications and Coordinaticn

utilizing two separate HST and tactical nets alleviated many
conmunf.catd ons difficulties. Landshark Yankee, established at Hill
29, during the Cochise phase of the operation provided ease in heli
copter coordination. Landing zones marked primarily with smoke and
supplemented by panels, were easily identifiable. other than
difficulties in making initial contact with a unit and occasional
problems in obtaining accurate situation details from the ground,
communications and coordination went smoothly.

;:~E:;·::,:c;' -o~~~i~ons of logistic su;eport area.
,£ j"'f' )~,,·.'·r(~ "-'~._;" '." ~""'~. "," '~ll'~\-;"· !~-:,.' r ....-r , r·';~·):'. 1"1·-.· ...,,-~'··r,..'

The majority::%¥,:~it:.?ieg.i~:t~·:,m:~s§~~~~~t:~.gnducted from the
1.. L$ll,. ,Jtefueling trucks at the LSA enabled a more rapid and efficient

res~~ when fuel was available. Minor problems were encountered
R,gcr~~~B~~rf.l~."t~~;,kSt,;,Ru:tcXrt1~t.'3~r.r£§h;~l~,~;~t~~RJf~~bfte~Q3'i

dur:LR~?8tq?;.',~Rn:;4f.~t~c\%,JYl~.)3~}lm~n ~~Yl ~-'! ~~~ ~?~¥\,~;~~St.I;~;~ f.1'~ld

'~;~~:~~:4~;,r'~~~g~Elt",~~;~'B~miJ~m:Jg ~;~:! ;l':~~ JCO;.::;~:~; ~;;:~:~:,);~;::'::,~ :;::0f;:~:~'~1:;~~~;"C:lt,i Ct:l',

~'r~)'1 }·,t~:·';< , .. /"j','.!-"''f-'' -, "~,:-,.", ",,·~~~,·--,\:·,)·t·,~ t.r- ,...... , ....'I"~
,', •. uL , .. 'G(so-d"'weather"and.'·::well":se1ected;landing zones alleviated some of
") pnl'h.g~Jil?l problems encountered in resupp1¥. Communication and heli-
.... eept~~r;::utilization problems accounted for a few difficulties in

8~~P~djrt;f~~p~~~~fr~'i~n:.~~~~trl~~cE~Supr~dl)·~~t1~9~n~;·w@re:r,5':c,cr2~ITc;
h·::~~~~"i ~t:~~"l~l-,eet: :t~~~~~·t.r) tile l~.Li 1.8C:~~ b~~~11

£".j,n(...J.·~;, ';.'r,.:::-\' ~ ~: '~_:.:.:

r i : ...~_ ~L :t : -~_ r.:l..' : ~ ~L. :. r i
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e STATISTICAL SUI1MARY

OPERATION BE'\.OON GATE/OOCHISE

DATE SORTIES PAX CATIGO MED-EVACS HOURS-
7 August 61 203 370 4e2 0 42.8
8 August 67 219 186 2107 17 6109

9 August 67 115 120 7t)0 12 35.9
10 August 67 104 141 9,,2 . 11 2805

11 August 67 363 858 2~) 11 88.5
12 August 67 152 302 6.5 5 46.5
13 August 67 97 193 408 8 27~8

14.August 67 97 88 .110 7 19 38.2
-------.---~--------~---~-~~-~-~~---
TOTALS 1350 2258 83

•

No. Aircraft Hit by Enemy Fire 4
No. Fire Inoidents .. J4 .
N03 Aircraft Damaged or Destroyed Operationally 0
No. Personnel Wounded in Action 1
No. Personnel Killed in Action 0
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