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" By $Sgt. Mike La Bonné
DA NANG — Marine ‘Airéraft

: Group 16, southeast of Danang,
- is a montage of brisk, round-the-

- direetly concemed with th

' ircfthecenﬂwt

-Sacred Heait (Prphanage
‘the " Sisters. - of. ‘St

A’ niche = replete -with

clock activity, strugglm to
meet the diverse demands of
war.

Two miles north of MAGpﬁ is
a smaller site of bustling” action.

chores, laughter, . . games, .(C

The principal characters a e not

‘Yet, many are there

Paul -
'Chax:tres.

‘An orp'hanage ang sa--Marine

i
4
]

air group do not have much in
common outwardly.

But there is a connection. The
link is the Marines from HML-
367.

" Whenever they get the chance,

the Marines are at the orphan-
age. There, they help improve

facilities for the overcrowded
orphanage, paint weather-beat-
. en buildings, féed tiny tots, and
provide clothing and hygiene -

supplies, or just walk around the
crowded complex holdmg one of
the many orphans in their arms.

Though their intentions and ef-
forts are directed to upgrading
the condition of the children and

‘orphanage, the Marines are lim-

ited financially and materially.
The task of filjing basic needs

‘such as clothing' and hygenic

items is a great one and xmght
defeat a less determined group.

The HML-367 Marines are de-

termined to do their-utmost to
provide for the children,

Letters to corporations in the
United States, asking for their
help in the proper care of the
orphans were mailed recently.
Marines of HML-387 will also be
given a capy of the request to

. mail to friends, and reiatives
_back home,

The drive to help the children
was organized by 1st. Lt’s. Bon-

ald L. Kaba, Daniel P. Pender,
- and Edward A. Hoine.

They hope to get as much ma-
terial as possible and plan to
continug _efforts to . ensure: a
steady influx of needed items.

In the. letter to corporations,
friends and rélatives back heme,
the HML.-367 Marines have listed
10 basic items badly needed by
the children.

Local contributions will- also -

be accepted. Any of the follow-

ing items can be sent to the

orphanage -via "the squadron:
Diapers, baby powder,

tooth - paste, -infant’s clothing,
and children’s clothmg
Results of the drive won't be

bnown for.some time. But it's a.
stire .bet that in the meantime.
that the “fathers” ‘of HML-367.

will continue to spend as rsuch

‘time 23 possible with “their chil-

dren” of . the Sacred Heart

Orphanage. -

pow-’
dered milk, baby foed, laundry
soap, hand soap, tooth ‘brushes;

To the people in the

Northshore  area,- Marble
Mountain in Vietnam seems a
world away. But to First Lt

RonCaba, a marine helicopter
_piot, Marble Mountain is in his.

every waking thought.
“(Caba, while on a flight over
Vietnam happened one day to

land near what looked like aht

abandoned  garbage  dump.

"Much- to his surprise he found
. the dump inhabited by one

fon and 250 children under
the age of five.

The children, some of. whom
are’retarded, survived mostly
pit what they could salvage

‘from the dump. They aiso

were able to beg passing GI's

for candy and other foods they

might have in their possession.

The nun, who was the only
adult  caring for  the
Vietnamese children, explained

that this wasn t g very'
satisfactory way for the
children to be eating.

Caba described the-dirt and

insects surrounding  the
children. The absolute lack of
any insecticides, soap or other
cleaning agents appalled him,
He has taken it upon himself
to help these
children by trying to collect
$2,000 to buy .things needed
right now for the children.
In 3 letter- to his
sister-indaw, Mrs. Robert Lean
of 6255 NE 184th, Seattle, he
made a piea for packages
which - would contain’ such
things as diapers, (new or used)
toothbrushes and toothpaste,
powdered milk and other
powdered foods, cereals- and
cleaning soaps or agents.
" Mrs. Lean who is a
Northshore resident and has
made contacts with several
schools; scout groups and

ﬁmgh newspapers is getting

frustrated. The slow process of
getting people interested in
working together will” make
mailing of .packages very late

iobe heipful to Lt. Caba.

Persons who would like to
donate cash, or any articles
that could be used by these
children may call Mrs. Lean at

485.2554. for information on
how to get these things-in the

mail. Or she will be glad to see
that things are bought and sent

‘23 s0010 as possible.

‘orphaned:

-
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begun, with $2,000 as the heavy items in San Francis-
L

“At first it seemed like we'

were over-reaching,” Mrs.
Lean said, “But judging
from the response, I'm sure
‘we'll make it.”

Schools . were invited to
join the drive.

Seme groups and individu-
als are sending packages di-
rectly to Caba. Some goods
are being repackaged by
Mrs. Lean and mailed.

SHE PLANS to purchase

A AT e

¢o {0 save on postage (pest-

age for miliitary addresses.

averseas is based on the dis-
tance from the point of mail-
ing to the overseas shipment
poiut, in this.case San Fran-
cisco}. A relative will ar-

range mailing in San Fran-

gisco.

Caba Msted Hems needed
by the orphanage as new
and used diapers, clothing
(small sizes), bedding, hand

- and . laundry soap, cleaning

ﬂmds baby powder and lo-

Ronald Caba, a Marme

Corps 1st lieutenant and heli-
copter pilot, ag found him-

-self surrounded by 250 chil-.
_dren “living in a garbage

dump”. in Vietnam,

He needs help.

Caba, 2 University of Ore-
gon graduate who arrived i
Viesaam in July, wrate about
the situation to his sister-in-

law, Mrs. Robert: Lean, 6255

N. E. 184th St., who now is
trying to rally friends and
nejghbors to help the or-
phanage.

" tion, foot powder, pcwdered

milk, baby food and cereals,
toothbrushes and toothpaste.

Caba can furnish photo-
graphs- and descriptions ou

recording tape of the or-.

phanage to groups which
may decide to “adopt” it.

- PACKAGES can be mailed
to 1st 1.t. Ronald Caba, HML

37, MAG 16, F. P. G, San

Francisco §6602. Contribu-
tions .may be- directed to
s. . Robert Lean, 6235

' "Aﬂ the children are under

5, some are retarded,” Mrs.

Lean said.

- THE ORPHANAGE, near
Marhle Mountain, is run by
a mun practically szngle-
handed.

“The G. Ls used to give
the chivdren candy,” Run
wrote, “but that's not very

satisfactery,” said Mrs.

Lean.
An informal collection

drive of goods and cash was

N. E. 1S4th St Seattle 58155

Mailing deadlines for Viet-
nam destinations are:

Surface mail, November &
SAM. (space available marl)
packages less thin 5 pounds
and greeting cards, Novem-
ber 20; PAL (parcel airlift
mail),” November 27, and
regular air nai of alt
weights, December. 1

SAM and PAL are special-
rate eatepories for military
destinations only. Packages
should be so labeled.

o
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VARTNE LIGUT HELICOPTER SQUADRON 367
Marine Aireraft Group 16
lst Marine dircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO San Francisco 96602

The men of HML-367 are sponsoring an assistance program for approxi-
mately 250 needy orphans. HML-367 is part of Marine Air Group 16, 1lst
Marine Air Wing, and is currently stationed at Marble Mountain Air Facility,
located five miles southeast of Danang, Republic of Vietnam. From our
location, some of us have seen first hand the undesirable conditions with
which these unfortunate children contends Due to the area in which we are
located, we are very limited by the meager resources we have to help these
needy children,

The basic necessities we are trying to obtain are the needs of small
children anywhere, It is in this area that we are asking for your help.
you are willing to assist us in this worthwhile cause, we would appreclate
‘receiving charitable donations by 1 December 1970, If you care to donate
but would.rather do it by sending money, you may make your check payable to
the "Orphans Christmas Assistance Program" and mail in care of the HML-367
Commandlng Officer.

If

It is impossible for so few of us to help so many. We neéd your assiste
ance, It is equally impossible for us to fully relate the needs of these
children.

These are the items we are desirous of obtaininga

1. Diapers : 6, Hand soap

2, Baby powder ‘To Tooth brushes

3. Powdered milk 8 Tooth paste

Lhe Baby food S 9« Infant's clothes
5S¢ Laundry soap 10, Children's clothes

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely Yours,

C. E. REESE
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S
Commanding

» Marine Corps

\
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