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Commanding Officer- ~~
Comma.nding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16

8ubj : Command Chronology for Jam1AXW'J 1969, submission of

Ref: (a) 1"J'gO 5750.1B
(b) GruO 5750.1C

Enel: ~i) !1arine Heavy Helicopter Squ.adron 463 Conrna.nd Chronology for
January 1969.

1. In accordance ldth reference (a) and (b), the subject is subm:ttted
as enclosure (1)., '

2. This letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enolosure (1).
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17 January 1969:

29 Janue.ry 1969:

15 January 1969:

2. (0) Marine He[l.:V1J Helicopter Squadron 463, Marble Mountain Air
Facility, Republic of Vietnam, 23 May"1967, - 31 January 1969.

3. (0) Average Monthly Strength

Officers: 37 N/A 5 Ali]

Enlisted: 19.5

4. (u) IMportant Visitors to the Command:

IJIajor G,neral Carl A. YOU?XH1\LE, Deputy
Corrnnanrj.·r .111 lfAF'
Brig~dicr General llomer S. HILL, Assistant
Col11ll1D.nder1'st< IJrAitT
Brigadier G(;lneral GcorgeE. DOOLEY, Chief
OfS;tB,ff III J'fAF'. '

PART II CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMA.RY OF 110NTI1S'!1AJbR ACTIVITIES:

. 1 JANUARY 1969: To start offthe'NewYEJ~r two CH-53A; s supported
Oper~tion VICTORY DRAGON VI by flyirlg34 sorties for 4~8 'hours 'during .
which 'time 132 troops and 29.0 t,onsof: ~argd (2.7 internal, '26.3 e:JCternal)
from LZ-211 to the various RDKr1C6utposts;West of Hoi An. . "

, 'Operation TAYLOR COMMON was suppor,yed,by'fiye '53s'that flew '81
sorties for 16.9 hours during whi.chi;;im~'-54Ptroopsand6.5,8 tons of
cargo (2.4 internal, 63.4 external),frdfu LZ XA.NKEE a.t AnEoa to L4'8
SPEAR, HACE, DAGGAR, LANCE, and ClrtLAE)S/. , ,.. '. . .

.. One aircraft suffered four d<;!.1:i1Q.gedt~!);:i.l'r9torbladesl'lhen they con
tacted the ground at LZ DAGGER, :~sp;' rcsill.t'the zone was declared un- .
suite.ble. Repairs were effected'onth:)'SINt,~and the aircraft was flown
back to MM..'I.F.· . . .,' _ '.' . , . . '.

2 JANuARY 1969: In support ol'dpor:ation TAYLOR coiOON six '.53snew
109 sorties for 24. 3 hourstransPbl~tir).gJ95 trO'ops' arid 146.1 tons of
cargo (11.4 internal, 134.7 exterhal) from An Hdato; ,tl:l0 Fire Support ..~
Bases (FSB) to the west'. ..'" .' .. ~ ..

Two UH-IE' swore cirlifted from 'HarbleMountain to I·I&1:rJS;t.tlf;.~~~Q~;YH----,.--::;
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3 JJI.l'TOAi~lY 1S'S9: ~)hi1e 31).p·~)()rtij1:~: O)Cl'·o.t:tOl1 Tr\·.r.r.....'OT\i'qQ~ti311··:l'1
:nen 112 s:;rties fer 21.1..3 hours tl'::'.llspor·c,in:.; 20J troops
0 ·" C"""~'o (7 3 J." '1·" "'~'1C1" 1Jl, [) '"'''·'-01'''1''1) . ·".;'rl"l ["1 I·Tr.,..l. C.~.J • J. l.,,\j.l, ~ 1..•J.., .'~.:. ~.F... LJ l c~ H'-J.. .... J,. u,J.... ..'..)C••

4 JAIlUAl1Y 196)': Poor 1100.t12or hLtc~JI'o<..1 :(,li)rc, opcrr·:\iioi1s, nl1d ·GUO
m:tssions lTGre co.ncellec1 r.s 2. result,.

5 JA!::U::~HY 1969: In SUDnort of O;)oro.tion TAXL():~ COlilIOH soven '5Js
f1c'U' 111 sorties for 29. a h~Ul~S tran~portinc; h9J troo)s r.>.l1d 151.0 tons
of ce.rc;o (11.0 intGi~nLl1, 1hO.o c~:terllDl) fron 1m HOL". to LZs PIle,
CUTLtI.SS, emel JATrr.JIH.·

6 IN:1Ul..J.rt 1S\)): 31XP1:lOrtinc; OpGr~;\:'ion T.,\YT-rOR COHiIOH 'G110 "5Js ficu
16 sorti:Js for 5. t~ hours t,ransport,in:;52 .[:,:('0098, of ulrich 2o..trerg ,.~~e-
,rtlcs "'·ld ·1 n 1 .'..1"'" of e·'r+·"'~n!"\l c,,1"r,'o fro ~)'~1 A'l 110':1 ':-0 TZ 1")1·TTR.'.·: ",,,." c. , (-".,L v • LJ\.) .L_\..J ..... oJ .. vV_ .. C. l..~. ,j ":~ \..1. l. ... .;. t"... U ~ • .J. +~~~,•.. ~

.A1so SUP:t)ortoc( lK:S O~)eratioll ,\!IC'l''')]TZ Dl'\.GU:\T VI. 1't'1O.t;$)ijf~:rC11>12
sorties in Iil2,r.~;:1.nn.1 UGc:t.hcr tr2.ns)or·c,in::; 19.6 tons of (jx·GGrii;~;Ldarzo

from LZ-211 to EDXl Sn1r,c1,V'.:l:,in ilebe1,!.md Hi~~ht Cover. pos~£2011s •

·7 J.iiITUfGY 1969: In $nppOl"~ qf O:,lCl"yc.icm· T\XLOn GGTI:r/:!~Gl1ree Cn-5JAs
f1eu 1h Bar'Gios for ;;. J hours '~rC?il.[Jp()l<j1.11';,Sh troo'~)s :md· 7.9 tons of
ce.rgo (1 ~2 internal, 6. 7 o:;:ter110~1);fror,lA,1 F0C.', to 1Z FIlm.

, '.' .

" TA~·TT·· v' 1("(\.·,,\ "-,,,,". ,.;, ~·'·'-·i ,. '·':"'11"-' C,.····:-Pf.- !":\'" " ,.t•. ~. 0 t !., [JAn... / ..)/ • '"nce ,,,.j.an 0L)VrC':' u•.O.l r,I..,L,J .. '. .I\)lJ.i.·;'.. J.J 1'1<:••.> St.,?pOI lICC.
by six '5Js f1:,/i:.1;:; h5 sorties for 1J.1 hours, tl'mU3p01~til1(; 121 J(jroops
al1d44~9 tons of cargo (J.O internal, 41.9 external) from An Hoa to the
Fire Support Bases in the mountains.

9 JMnJARY 1969: Eight CH-5JAs supported Opcl'ation TAYLOR CONHON
for 27.6 ho1.u"s flying 126 sorties vlhich 1ift.ed 446 troops and 153.8 tons
of cargo (0.1 internn1, 145.1 external) from Ylli~lmE LSA at An Hoa.

~iO UH-1e's werc airlifted from An Hon to Marble Mountain for two
Admin TARIS.

10 JAl'TIJARY 1969: In support ofOporo..tion TAYLOR COl-mON eight t 5Js
flew 140 sorties for J1.J hours transporting 708 troops and 125.9 tons
of co.rgo (2.0 internal, 12).9 external) from An Hoa. .

One aircraft s1.lfferod iimited dDmagd when a stum~ contacted the
underside ofthc'he1icopter while landing in a new zone.

11 J1',NUlI.RY 1969: Operatibn Til.nOR COf!1HON lias supported by £ive
CH-5JA flying 66 sorties. for· '·5. 9·11OurGtransporting 100 troops and
99.7 tons of cargo (21. J intorna1;' 78.4 external). .

One UH-34D vms airliftCII:l from Lz-401 to the USS OlaNAv!A for an
Admin TAR.
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12 JAllUARY 1959: 'Uhilo su:pportinr.; Opcro.;~:L(»)1. 'l'II.-:'ITJOR cotmoN elaVOll

'538 5:1.0111 )S [;'::rtics for 20.5 hours d'urij.1J t-J'hich time L!.26 J~roops vrere
carried in e.c1c1.:t ttori 'GO 110.0 '(;,ons of resupply (1. 3 interne.l, 108.7
Gx-c,or:'12.1) ramrod from An Hoc.. .

ROms:C Opcr.?t.ion VICTO~l1Y DHAGOlJ ilII. 1'1;,\8 8uppar-c,od by one t 53 toot
flew 13 sorties for 1.9 hours transporting 18 troops and 2.4 external
tons of rice from BT 074496 to L2-211.

One UH-1E was carried from rOOF to H&cIvIS-17 at Danang for an Ad.ndn
lift.

13 JA..'f\L1'l.URY 1969: Hindered by poor visibility and low ce::i.1ings o:r~y

one Crr-53A suppor'cod Operation TAILOR COMMON. by 'flying 8 sorties fol' 3'.3
hours transporting 139 troops and 0.9 internal tons of cargo from Lz-467
to An Hoa.

In support of Operation VICTORY DRAGON VII three '53s new 39 sorties
for 8.0 hOt1rs lifting 83 troops and 42.0 tons of ce-rgo (0.8 interrlal,
41.2 external) from LZ-211 to the various ROKr:-mout-posts in theHo;i. An
area and be-ck. One' 53 received fiVEl hits from automatic small arms
fire while delivering cargo to BT 050565. The damage was quickly assesed,
and the aircraft vias fiovrn back to Harble mountain uneventually.

14 JA!lTIJARY 1969: In support of OpeZi.~o.tion TAYLOR Cm1MON four CH-53s
fle'tV' 67 sorties for 13.3 hours transpor~in:{ 163 troops and 82.8 tons of
cargo (0.5 internal, 82.3 extermu,) from Ln Hon to L2's DAGGER, CUTLASS,
JAVELIN, PIEE, and SPEAR.

One 00-1:8 was carried from An Roa to 11J.vI1tF, and another UH-34D was
carried from Mlt~V to Danang for two Admin recoveries.

15 JANUARY 1969: Supporting OperatiohTAYLOR CONJ!1ON four 'cH-53As'
flew 72 sorties in 15.4 hours. They transported 306 troops and 71..3
tons of cargo (3.6 internal, 67.7 external) from An Roo. to CUTLASS, PIKE,
DAGGER, ZC 062391 an zc 095404. NiGsions 1~5 and 52 were incomplete due
to weather conditions.

Hajor General YDUNGDAil~ viai tod tho ,squadron and 1ms briefed by the
Execuotive Officer on the capabilities and missions of the '53.

16 JAI-JUARY 1969: In support of Operation TAYLOR COMI-'lDN seven 53 s
had 87 sorties in 2].7 hours movil~?: 3~.7 troops a.'I'lc1 111.7 tons of cargo,
all external, from An Hoa to't~estern l::mding zones.

17 JANtJARY 1969: TAYLOR CONNON SU,?T)()].'t required nine CH-53As' flying
130 sorties for 33.0 hours transporting 471 troops and 170.7 tons, (3.9
internal, 166.8 external) to landing zonGO FIrm:, CUTLASS, MAJlJiJELL and:
other western zones.

One UH-34 viaS ifted from Delto. Pad to Harble ~J[ountain for an Admin
TAR.

Brigadier General HILL visited the squadron to discuss aircraft .........
assets and utilization with the Connnanding Officor. -eo~~r~Cr[N~' ~At:.
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18 JAlmARY 1969: Supporting TAYWR CC)}TI1UN S1-X: CH-53A~ flew 99
sorties in 22.4 hours carrying 368 troops and 103.7 tons of cargo (3.2
tons internal and 100.5 tons o:Ao-tornal) tD zones in the TAYLOR COMMON
area.

One mI-1 E Has recovered from BT o555h5 and trcmsported to J:.1arble
Houl'1tnin for a :F'ield recover-yo A second UH-n, carried from An Roa to

~ Marble Mountain, vms an AclmirJistrative TAR.

19 JANUA.RY 1969: FlYing in support 6f Operation TAYLOR CON:HON six
CR-53As completed 109 sorties in 24.7 hours. They transported 272 troops
and 124.8 tons of cargo (4.2 LOllS .internal and 120.6 tons exterm:~l) to
zones west of P.J1 Hoa.

"tfuile carr'J,T:tng an external load one aircraft suffered a hole in the
belly from a broken external strap.

20 JANUARY 1969: In support of TAYLOJ1 CO!I[10N four CH-53As flew 58
sorties in 9.5 hours lifting 171 troops and 42.7 tons of cargo (0.2
tons internal and 42.5 tons external). Nhilo supporting this operation,
one aircraft receivod automatic Hoapons fj.re while in the clouds on GCA
final into ll.11 Hoa and sustained limited dcullo.!zo. The aircraft returned
to ~1arble Jl!ountain f()r reDairs.

OperD.tion VICTORY DPi./\.G{)N VII waf; SU"-)'J:~)rt,od by one aircrafJIj for 0.5
hours. The day's mission 1-1'2.8 incoI1I;?lot,;, (11.1.0 to vroathel~ and aircraft
availability.

One UH-34 'WaS lifted from LZ-L~1 to 111110:" for an AclIninistrative TAll.

21 JANUARY 1969: lJhile supporting Oporation VICT'OHY DRAGON VII throe
CH-53As flew 58 sorties in 10.2 hours. TI10Y carried 140 passeneers
and 74.9 tons of cargo (0.5 tons internal alx1 74.4 external). Two 538
sustained b.s:litle d2Iik1.ge whilo on this mission. One of these aircraft
had to be sJ:mt ctc't-ID 't'1hile in the operating area. Af'lior evoaluating tho
dnmar;e, the c:drcraf'c, vms safely flown back tc Hartle Mountain.

SupportinG Opcrc,tion TAYLOR Cm:11'lON four CH-53As' completed 48
sorties in 10.9 hours transporting 112 passongers ,and 64.8 tons of
cargo (0.4 tons internal and 64.4 tons ex-:~ornal) from An Hoa to the
numerous )?ire Support Bases to the viTOst.

22 JANUARY 1969: In support of OlJerr,\;c.:j.onTAYLoR COMMON tHO 1538
now 30 sorties for 9.0 hours transpor~tinG'107 troops nncl4b.0 tons of
cargo 4.0 internal, 36.0 external) from' An Hoa to 1Zs HJlJUJELL, DAGGER,
nnd PIKE.

One A-4F. was airlifted from H8~S-12 at Chu 1o'i to Darum1g Air Base
for EL11' Admin 'l'All.

-23 JllTtr;,:,'~Y 1969: Again in support of Oporation TAYIDR COI-1JYI0N four
CH-5;Ar'I flellT 65 s()rt,ios for 1L~. 5 hours during which time 227 troolJs
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tlI1d 87.3 tons of cargo (0.7 internal, 86.6 ext.ornal) 'Were moved from
YANKEE LSA at An Hca.

One U.S • .iL.tnrr UH-1B was cD..!'ried from lJ.11 Hoa to Rod Beach for an
Admin TAR

. 24 Jfl.:tifiJARY 1969: Uhile supporting Operation TAYWR COMMON four
CH-53s flel" L~1 sor"::.ies for 10.0 hours, transporting 84 passengers and
54.0 tons of CQrgo (0.4 internal, and 53.6 external) from .An Hoa to
LZs }1AXHELL, CUTLASS, BHOADSvJOIID, and DAGGER.

25 JANUARY 1969: Poor aircraft availability ha.mpered the completion
of the day's assigned missions. In support of Operation TAYLQR CON110N
four '53s ne1ri 58 sort,ie8 in 14.2 hours lifting 73 troops and 82.0 tons
of cargo (0.2 internal, 81.8 external) from An rIoa to the western FSBih

26 JANUARY 1969: Once again Operation TA1WH. COl'friJ:ON was suppor"Ged.
Three '538 new 51 sor-Gies for 12.1 hours transporting 130 troops and
66.8 tons of carJo (0.7 internal, 66.1 external) from An Hoa.

One UH-1E was lifted from 1m Han. to Hr1A.F for another Admin recovery.

27 JANU!i.RY 1969: In support of Oper;\t.ion Ti\.YIDR COl1MON .five '533 flew
68 sorties for 19.3 hours, during iiThtcl! time 168 troops and 81.3 tons of
cargo (3.0 internal, 73.3 external) "Jore cQl"ried from 1\..'11 HoD. to the.
oporational area -::'0 the west.

One strike dmnaged UH-1E was brought back to l1Mtl.F from An Hoa for an
Admin TAR.

28 JAl'ffiARY 1969: Support for Opero.tion T.A:mm Cm.1r.10N was provided by
seven '53s that flew 77 sorties for 21.4 hours transporting 174 ti'OOpS an
and 90.7 tons of cargo (6.3 internal, 84.4 external) to the various .FSBS
in the operating area. .

Three U.S.NAVY urI..2Cs wore carried from the USS CORAL SKI\. to Marble
Mountain for Admin recoveries.

At approJdmate1y 1800H, First Lieutenant,s vJilliam H. EARP and
Ttlalter E. STOCKHA.N Jr. were diverted from the mission they were workinG
to externally carry a deceased whale from the beach to a diS?OS8l area
nearby. This sortie was the squadron's first Tac·::.icoJ. 'trJhale Removal (TIJR.).

29 JANUAHY , 96;:..' : In support, of O:x.~ra"liion TAYIJ)E COM1'lON eight CH-53AS
fie1r1 123 sorties for 30.3 hours tra.."18port.in:; 391 troops and 109.1 tons of
cargo 0.2 internal, 105.9 ex'c.ernal) frem }Jl Hoa to LZs CUTLASS, PIKE,
TOMllliA1VIC, C'..Ild DART.

30 JANUl'J1Y 1969: Hhile supportin,; Cparation TAYLOR COMMON fiva '538
flew 109 sor·~5.es for 27.7 hours liftin:J 327 troops and 116.8 tons of
careo (5.8 internal, 111.0 external) from f,n Hon to LZs CUTLASS, FALCON,
C'..Ild TOl'fAIIA1'JIC.

AOf.\~~QRr~r~[}Q l
UUil ~j i h./ ... l ;. " fM

ee IfP:rBi6:N~:tMro
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One UI{-1E was retrieved at AT 928533 hnd cnr~led to Marble
Mountain for a Field TAR.

31 JANUARY 1969: Supporting Operation TAYLOR COl1MON five '53s f1el'1
44 sor'Gies for 13. 7 hours transporting 101 troops, 41 medevacs and 62.0
tons of cargo (10.8 internal, 51.2 external) from.An Hoa to the various
FSBs. One aircraft. reccived sttbsta.~ial ciamage from an enemy .50
calibre position. The aircrci't lias able to return to Marble !1ountain
for repairs.

Pf.~T III Significant Events

1. (C) Persol!nel

a.. Transferred

b. Promoted

c. Joined

3 Officers 1 USH(MC)

2 Officers

h Officers

17 Enlisted

1 Enlisted

15 Enlisted

2. (U) Administra.tion: On 7 Jajl1.l8.r"Y 1969 'l.fajor Jack G. ~mr.s
replaced Major Franklin H. I-EIN:3 as A(uin Officer, as Hajor HEINS was
transferred to COMUS~~CV, SaiGon.

3. (U) Awards: A squadron Alvards CerGInony wns held on 13 and 14
January 1969.

Air Medals Earned: 54 Officers 83 Enlisted

Good Conduct: 7

Meritorious Mast: 4

4. (U)

5. (U)
packages of

6. (U)

7. (u)
submit-l:.ed to

Casualties: None

Civic Action: In conjunction with Operation HOPE more
Bchool supplies were given to the Hoa Long Village School.

Morale/Vlelfare: None

ISO: Approxima:t.e1y 40 Fl8nt Home Tm'llTl NevIs l1e1eases were
the First. Narine Aircraft -('ling ISO this month.

8. (U) Intelligence/Counter-Int"C'lli::;l1C8 : HN.H-!~63' s S-2 Depart.ment
held weekly intelligence briefs a-i;, tLo vIeekly officers I meetings. The
local frienrUy and enemy situations 'VTCrc discussed and analyzed. A
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prognosis was given of enerilY aet,ivlt,y in tho Danarlg, An Hoa, Hoi An
Triangle.

722.7

2763

9. (0) Air Operations:

a. Hours Flo'W.

b. Sorties

c. Passeneers

d. CarGo

9061

Totnl:

Il1'~ernal:

TAR:

3086.7 Tons

166.5

2830.2 (Less TAR weight)

90.0

Type Aircraft, Recovered

UH-34D (7 Adnrin)

WA-1E (10 A&nin, 2 Field)

A-4E (' Ac1."lIin)

UH-2C (3 Admin)

10. (C) Air Control:

Averace lJeight

4.5 Tons

3•.r) 'rons

h.5 '1'ens

J..J,.O Tons

a. Actual Inst,rum.en"i;, Hours: 26.2

b. Hours of GOA Operations: 20.4

c. Nt"'Illber of Aircraft 11ac13or Controlled: 34

11. (C) HUH-463 participated in t1:J.e follow:1.ng Operations:

VICTORY DI1AGON VI and VII, TAYLOR C01!JJ:lON

12. (U) Ground Defc..l1SC: None

13. (U) Command Relationship/COl;1llk1.!ld and Control: None

14. (U) NBC Defense: Gas Chamber Drill ~ms conduc·ted for all
persoIUiel on 13, 14, 15, 16, 30 and 31 January 1969~
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e.. Fronilariza'i:;ion firinC'; of Tlo weapons 'tV'<.'.S held on 13, 14,
15, 16, 30, and 31 Januai:"'./ 1969.

b. Schools at.tended during the month of January 1969:

N.DC School: ls'l:,Lt I1ACra..TI:Y

JEST School: l'!aj NILLS lstLt AIID:SRSON

c. Pilot ground tl"'aining was conducted wcekl;)7' b;}1' qualified
personnel concerning the ve.rious operating phases of the crr-5.3A.

16. (C) In support of Operation VICTORY Dn.t"..GON iTJ.., which was tc~

miated on 11 January 1969 and Operation VICTO~1Y D:1:\GON vn, HHH-463
flew' 157 sorties for 23.0 hours transporting 373 'l:iroops and 167.9 tons
of cargo (4.0 internal, 163.9 e::t.ernr.l) from LZ-211.

In snP:1ort of Operat.ion TflY"IDR COlllrm, HMIT...h63 flew 2261
sorties for 542.0 hours, transporting 7720 troops and 2628.7 tons of
cargo (121.0 internal, 2507. 7 extern~l) from YA1\fIffiE LSA at .An H08••

17. (U) ,'3UlJP1y: None

18. (U) Motor Transport: None

19. (U) Engineering: None

20. (U) MainteTk1.11ce :

a. Normal mmntenance i'ffiS performed on all squadron aircraft.

b. The following is a list of hi:;h utilization co~onents for
the previous month:

1. 25 l"rain Landing Gear Brakes
2. 19 Tail Rotor Pitch Chnncc Links
3. 16 Hotor Tachometers
4. 15 Pitch Chnnge Rods
5. 15 RT 294/ARC 44 Rcce:1,vGr/Trm1s11!i.tters (FM)
6. 12 Nain Rotor Blades
7. 11 Primary Servos
8. 10 HT 384/ARN 52 Receiver/Transmitters (TAGAN)
9. .9 Main Rotor Blnde ])r~Jlr:);)r[;;

10. 8 Lower Fuselage lLl1ti-collisiol1 T..J-i.ghts
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~ 21. (U) Av:tonics: None

22. (U) &1se Developemcnt/l:T:i.lito.r'J Construction: The now squadron
hmlger is still under construction. First Lieutenant, N. H. RA.CKIJW has
been supervising the construction of protective bunkers in the troo~~s

living area and hml/1er area.

23. (U) Communications/Electronics: None

24. (c) Combat IvTissions Assigned:

D.o. ~1issions Assigned 102

b. 11:i8sions COI1I[)leted 83

c. lti.ssions Cancelled 5

d. 111.8sio11s Incompleted 15

25. (u) Hca:t.her: DurinG the early)art of tho month, low ceilings
and poor visibility hindered nccoT:~)lisLIJllODt. of missions. The rcnln:inder
of the month consisted of clear sIdes, Generally ena.bling assiGned
missions to be completed.
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