
• Histo;ic Name: Pork City Historic District ./ 

Catm::>n Name: sane - / 
Location: Park City~ INR Ibads, ~Amasa 

'---'. 
Date of Construction: c. 18~-1920 
Architect: unkna.m. 
Buil<Er: unkna.m. 
Classification: 

Categoxy: district 
Ownership: private --multiple a.m.ers 
Public Aa:{Uisition: N/A 
stab.ls: oca.tpiei, Ul'l()CJ(llpiei 
Acoessilile: No 

Present Use: private :residences 
Description: 

co:rli.tion: good, fair, deterioratei 
unalterei arrl alterei 
original site 
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r.ocatei abcut cne-hal.f mile east of the Amasa Historic Business District, on the a.rtsk:irts of Amasa, the 
Pork City Historic District includes the north arrl Enlth sides of the 100 "bl.cxX" of Park City arrl rnR 
reeds. ApprOldmately twenty-three acres in size, the :rectan:Jular district is :residential in nature arrl cx:n­

tains reven log lnlses with reveral sOOds arrl rutbuildings arrl the ruins of two ct:her log lnlses. '!be ha.rd­
wocrl forests surrwnding the district cxnt:rih.lte to its rural character. 

The ranains cff. the settlerent cff. Pork or Park City lie al<D]' Park City arrl rnR roads a sh::>rt distance 
east of the oentral put of Amasa. '!be gra.md slcpes gradually l.lp'lai'd fran west to east, the ~ third 
of the district reing 1011, marshy gramd, rmrl1 of it having a <Ense underbrush gramd corer. HaJ:dt..o::rl 
fo::rests flank the district <n the north, Enlth, arrl east. 

The district ccntains reven starrling log rouses arrl the ruins of two ethers. S...averal of the lnlses have 
old tar p:tper or asprut shingle corerings arrl reveral have frana additions arrl log or frana sOOds arrl rut­
ruildings. The lnlses are g:merally ooe- or cne-arrl-one-hal.f-stoxy, gable-roof b.ril.dings of s::rwroo, mri­
zontal log CXXJStruction with s::rwzre-notchei oorners or s::rwroo, upright oorner p::sts. 

In the last fet~ years h:::Xlse trailers have replacei two log lnlses arrl, in a third <Bse, a lnlse trailer 
nON starrls 1:ehirrl the old log h:::Xlse. Several of the lnlses apfear to :00 ab:m:1one:i arrl ali y me or two 
a~ to :00 in a g::xrl state of repair. 'lhus, the future of the re:naining log rouses seans highly mcertain. 

Contributing Structures: 

173 Park City Road 
178 Park City Road 
182 Park City Road 
183 Park City Road 

186 Park City Road 
193 Park City Road, N side 
194 Park City Road, N side 
134 rnR Road 

DNR Road, N side 

log st:ruct:ure, tar _raper siding 
log structure 
log structure, heavily arergra.m. with brush 
log structure 
log structure, a5fhalt siding; log rutbuilding b:hlrrl 
log structure, in ruins 
log structure, in ruins 
log structure 
log structure; several log arrl frana rut b.ril.dings 

I { 



Non-Ccnt.ributing Structures: 

172 Pal:k City Road 
178 Park City Road 
193 Pal:k City Road 
194 Pal:k City Road 

Significanoe: 
Period: 180Q-1899, 1900-

muse trailer 
muse trailer 
muse trailer 
muse trailer 

Areas af Significance: architecture, irrlustry 

National Register Selection Criteria: A, C 
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The Pork City Historic District is significant as the re:nnant af an early mining settle-rent arrl as cne 
of the three ra:naining settlerents of st.anlin:J lOJ hlildi.rq3 in Ircn Co.mty. '!he d:hers 
exist l10II as ard::laeological sites with cnly the earthen fa.mdations arrl refuse s::atters ra:naining. f.b:;t 

were aba.rrlonOO. years ag:> arrl left fet~ written or .I_ix)tographic records. 

Altlrugh it is not kna.m exactly \'ben the settle-rent af Pork City began, Pork City ms hlilt 1::¥ miners 
working for the Michigan Mine, \'bich startai cperating in Octo:OOr of 1891 am cl03ed in 1916. Prcperty just 
east of the Michigan Mine ms rurd::lasai 1::¥ a grrup af miners. Shares in the tract, bald in CXllllVI1 

01mership, ~t.ere then s:>ld to the miners, \'bo hrilt their a.m lxires rut af rrugh hewn lOJS· '!he first kna.m 
written reference to the settle-rent as "Pork City" is in an article in the (Crystal Falls) Di.aoorrl Drill af 
1909. 

TWO different verhll accamts ecplain 'tON this Stall mining settle-rent acquirai its na:re. '!he first 
claims that the area ms originally inhabitai 1::¥ Frendm:m \'be ate a great cEal af p:>rk. The seccrrl 
sug~ts that Poles lived in the settle-rent, each family keepi.nJ several pigs. Neither af these colorful 
explanations is d:x:urentErl 1::¥ written records. W1atever its origin, the na:re, residents cane to feel, ccn­
jurerl up a s::.m=what less than favorable .image af the neighbo:rllood. In the years after World War II sore 
effort ms na.de to re-christen the place Park City (hence the _present na:re af the ro:ld); Jn.iever, the 
historic n.:ma has cxnt.i.rrued in general use. 

Pork City is significant for its early history as a mine-workers' settle-rent evidently rurd::lasai arrl 
develcped 1::¥ the miners t.banselves, rather than established 1::¥ the mini.nJ cnnpany, arrl as an entity histori­
cally s::.m=what separate arrl distinct fran Amasa because af its location arrl colorful n.:ma. '!he place also 
has an :i.n'!tx>rtance to Ircn Crunty as a visual record af early lnlsing in the camty. I.og hlildings surviving 
fran the camty's early cays are a rapidly disappearing feature af the Ircn Crunty camtryside. Pork City 
is cne af cnly three survivi:r:q settle-rents af S\rll structures in the camty arrl the Pork City structures as 
a \'bole exhibit b.lo of the three lOJ cx::nstruction t:echn:iqoos moe in catm:m use in Ircn Crunty (vertical-lOJ 
construction, the third type, scmatines seen in Stall lams arrl cutl::uildings, is not present rere). 

It seens likely that crlditional lOJ muses in the settle-rent will disappear in the ooning years thrrugh 
decay arrl rEplacerent. 'l.lrus, the historic settle-rent af Pork City tnd:ly is, to ard::laeologists, an cnpi.nJ 
example af the _proaesses 1::¥ \'bich living camunities :OOCare ard::laeological sites. As Stx::h, the district can 
serve as a a:ntrol or a guide to the interpretation af ard::laeological rennants af slmil.ar settle-rents. 



• 
Geo:Jraphical Data: 

Acreage: Aba.rt: 23 acres 
Qll3.drangle I'lCIOO: 1m:lsa 

Qll3.drangle scale: 1:24000 
UIM Reference: A 16 388940 51206~ 

B 16 389300 5120680 
c 16 389290 5120410 
D 16 388930 5120420 

Vertal bamdal:y <Escripti.on ani justification: 
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I..oaited in sec. 4 ani 9, T 44 N, R 33 w. 'llie tract fonns a rectangle, 1250 ft. lCI'lg, east ani ~t, 
arrl 800 feet l.cnJ, north ani SJUth. '!be north line is 700 ft. north of the north line of Sec. 9, the ..a;t 
line 600 ft. ~ of theW half section line of Sec. 9. '!his tract includes all the eKt:ant hlildings of 

Po:rlc City. 



NPS Form 10·900-a 
(3-82) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page "+'?' 
Multiple Resource Area 

Thematic Group 

Name Iron County Multiple Resource Area 
State --------~M~I~CH~I~G~A~N~----~--------------------------------------------~---

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

f!loo31J1 51. Murphy, Timothy, House 
ln-Eere! !ii tiS 
N~t1on~1 R~1star f;K;eper ~~-;-k/Y_j 

(l)~lJ 11]452. Moss, William, House 

Munro-Hanna, M.A., Mining 
Company Office Building 

/ )0 54. Pentoga Park Office and 
Bathhouse 

· $ oo J1tfP55 • 
I 

Parks, John H., Company­
Wills Hardware Building 

Rnt re6 n 
National Rec1eter 

Attest 

f'r[eeper ~ /.;..p.:vft-> 

Attest 

Keeper ~t/l~ 

Attest 

fWeeper 

Attest 

__. .. 

rs 

f.JtJI37'3956. Pork City Historic District n'u'l) lao.t.fve..Revi Keeper ~c(/&0(.;Vrl .. '-' /#j 
f JoO '3111/J37. Rau, Herman, House 

Ross, David M., House 

Royce, Steven, House 

rJut~'J?I/1 60. Russell, William, House 

Attest 
Enterea in tlle 
Na.tiond Rec1eter reper ~ I ~b~-/r; 

ter 1n tfi 
National Rec1eter 

r..--.....,_ 
t r ·n. : 
1oD&l Iiec1ater 

Attest 

(r{eeper 

Attest 

~eper 
Attest 

4Q~~~~: r\ ~eper ~,~~~~~J 
Attest 



WASO Form· 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Pork City H:istoric D:istrict (Iron County M R A) 
Iron County 
MICHIGAN 

D resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: 

Reviewer's comments: 

sample D request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Dappeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 

Dtair 

D deteriorated 

D ruins 

D unexposed 

Dyes Dno 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

NOV I 5 1983 

Action: 
__ RETURN _____________ _ 
_REJECT ________ _ 

Federal Agency:----------------------

D N R decision 

G 
Reviewer ---I.,.L.::....'--"'--7-<"-7-:..._------------­

Disci pli ne -----.Lt....==7..:...!...:..;;:===:------------
Date __________ ~~~~~------------
___ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 

D moved date---------------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

D Maps 
D Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed ___________________ Date _______________ Phone: ______________ ___ 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 





• 

Pork City Historic District 
Amasa, Iron County, Michigan 
General view on Park City Road 
Photo: Steven Karpiak 
Date: August, 1981 
Neg.: Michigan History Division 
View: Camera facing W 
Photo: #143 of 158 





Pork City Historic District 
Amasa, Iron County, Michigan 
178 Park City Road 
Photo: Steven Karpiak 
Date: October, 1979 
Neg.: Michigan History Division 
View: Camera facing SW 
Photo: #144 of 158 (no. #145) 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000326 ------
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 
LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRADON, PUBUCADONS 
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517--373-0510 

May 19, 1983 

Mr. J. Arthur Mattson 
419 N. 17th Ave., E. 
Duluth, MN 55812 

Dear Mr. Mattson: 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517--373-0512 
STATE MUSEUM 
208 N. capitol Avenue 
517--373-0515 

Kathryn Eckert has asked me to respond to your letter concerning your 
property in the proposed "Pork City Historic District" in Amasa, Michi­
gan. I want to assure you that National Register designation imposes 
no restrictions whatsoever upon the owner of a property so designated. 
Specifica111y, listing in the Register does not restrict the owner's 
right to alter, sell, or even demolish the structure; impose state or 
other review of building, remodeling, or maintenance plans; or impose 
any restoration or maintenance requirements. 

We are proposing nomination to the National Register of the remnant of 
"Pork City," including your property, based on the reconvnendation of 
the Iron County Planning Director and the director of the Iron County 
Historical Museum, who both feel that, as an old mining settlement, 
the place has some significance in the history of Iron County. The 
most recent information we have, based on a visit last summer by the 
county planning director, is that several more than the three log 
houses you mentioned are still standing (some ruinous). If there are 
really only three structures standing, this represents a significant 
change. 

I certainly want to encourage you to try to maintai~ and preserve your 
housb at no. 183. We have an architect on our stafr who deals on a 
dail~ basis with the rehabilitation of older buildings of all kinds 
and may be able to offer advice on repairs. If you have specific 
questions, feel free to call or drop us a note. 

As I believe our notification letter to you indicated, there are no 
federal rehabilitation funds avai.l able at present. I In some past years 
Congress has appropriated some funds for work on properties listed in 
the National Register and it is possible they will do so again in the 
future. However, there is no certainty. When we do receive funding, 
there is a good deal of competition for those funds J 

I 
I hope this answers your questions. 

Sincerely. 

Robert 0. Christensen 
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~ Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Michigan History Division 
ROr./c:l 
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May 9, 83 

Dr. Martha M Bigelow 
Michigan History Division 
Michigan Departmbnt of Sta~b 
Attention: Kathryn B. Eckert 

First of all I do not own 178 Park City Road. 
owned by a John Mattson of Amasa Michigan. 

J. Arthur Mattson 
Edna M. Mat.tson 
419 N. 17t.h Ave. E. 
Dul ul.h lvti.nn. :>:>812 

I do own 183 Park City Road. At present my Sister-in-law lives in it. 
This is the only house on Park City Road that is being lived in. It 
appears possible that the John Mattson place might be able to fix up. 
But now he uses part of it for a garage. 

In my opinion the other places are beyond rpair. The roofs are caving in. 
They shouilid be looked at. The old house across from 183 has been vacant 
for about 20 years or more. The roof is caving in. It is owned by 
a Beck as far as I know. Those three are the only ones left. The rest 
are down. 

I would be willing to list 183 Park City Road, Amasa Mich. Subject to do 
with as I please until the Federal money is available. Then it would 
have to be considered if it is worth while. If my sister-in-law should 
move out it may be necessary for me to have it torn down. As I would not 
be able to keep it up. With no heat in it, it would go to ruin very fast. 
It is of very little value to me if any. Except for the land and I have 
a small cabin in the rear of this old house where I was born. 
I have considered building a new home on this property as I plan to retire. 
And its possible that it would be adjacent to this home. And when the 
party moves out I would then dispose of the old house. 
I would need advice if the old house was to be fixed up and what are 
my obligations to the Government. Please tell me what obligations I 
would incur if it was fixed up. And how much the Government would be 
willing to spend to do so. 

I go down there about three times a year. I would be glad to meet some­
one there that could throw some light on what I could expect them to do. 
Right now the property plus the one across the road distracts from the 
land I own there. I have been trying to beautify the property I bought. 
The others have just let the houses stand vacant and have been eye sores. 
Which I do not appreciate. Let me hear from you. 

~in:_:reJr, _ 

~~~ 
J. Arthur Mattson 



MIHi9 

· MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 
LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-0510 

May 25, 1983 

Mr. Waclaw Bakierowski 
A-6372 140th Ave. 
Holland, MI 49423 

Dear Mr. Bakierowski: 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517-373-0512 
STATE MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-0515 

I want to thank you for your letter of May 6, 1983 supporting the in­
clusion of the Pork City Historic District as part of the Iron County 
Multiple Resource Area nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places and presenting additional historic information about your prop­
erty in Pork City. I want to assure you that a listing in the Na­
tional Register of Historic Places will impose no requirements on you 
to repair your cabin at Pork City. Listing in the National Register 
makes property owners eligible for federal grants-in-aid for preserva­
tion, provides some limited protection to properties by requiring com­
ments from the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on the effects 
of federally assisted projects on listed resources, and makes owners 
who rehabilitate certified historic properties used for income­
producing purposes eligible for federal tax benefits under the Economic 
Recovery Tax Act of 1981. The Michigan History Division is not in a 
position to identify a suitable purchaser for your property. However, 
it does sound as though your property would be an ideal location for 
campers. 

I hope these comments give you the information you want. 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn B. Eckert 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Michigan History Division 
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PRZYJACIEL 
1164 

FRIEND 
1164 

Waclaw Bakierowski 

A-6372 140th Ave. 
Holland, Mi. 49423 

U.S.A. 

POLSKA WALCZACA 

POLAND IS FIGHTING 

Minister Pelnomocny R.P. 
(na Uchodztwie) 

Kawaler Maltanski 
Kawaler Zakonu Templarluszy 

• 

Tel: 616/ 857-4541 Kapitan Wojsk Pol~~ ·t1
1983 

Dr. Martha M. Bigelow~ Director 
Michigan History Division and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Michigan Department of State 
Lansing, Mi. 48918 

Dear Madam: 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ZLOTY KRZYZ ZASLUGI 

GOLDEN CROSS OF MERIT 

Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Poland (in Exile) 
Knight of Malta 
Knight of the Temple of 

Jerusalem 
Capt. of Polish Forces· 
Underground · 

May 6, 1983 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of April 29, 1983, regarding the 
"Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places of 173 Park City Road 
as part of the Pork City Historic District." I greet these news enthusiastically, 
but would like to give you additional information and facts. 

The deeds, which are in my possession, start in 1946 when the property changed 
ownership, until I purchased it in 1963. But I realize that it could very easily 
be that the history of that land and cabin goes back so far that the first agree­
ment was written on birch bark. 

When I bought that piece of property, the cabin was in rotten shape, but there 
were definite signs that it had seen better days (the kitchen floor is parquet.) 
Also, the neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. D. Virostek, have photos of the cabin with a 
beautiful garden around, and others. 

I put on a new roof, covered the walls with tar paper and strengthened the struc­
ture inside the cabin. Since that time I had rather no problems with further de­
terioration. The cabin has city water and electricity, it is carpeted through­
out, I installed a refrigerator, a good wood/coal cooking stove, and oil heater. 
There are four beds (two double), tables, chairs and other furniture, blankets 
and pillow, pots and pans and other kitchen utensils. 

I enjoyed this cabin for 20 years for fishing and hunting. 

There are absolutely no objections that you include this property in the Fork 
City Historic District. However, I must avoid the possibility that, if some­
thing goes wrong with the cabin, I will be forced to travel to Amasa to make the 
necessary repairs. I am 67, and unable to take care of such things anymore. It 
is for this reason that I decided some time ago to sell the cabin. A prospective 
buyer will look at it sometimes this month. 

Since this site may become a part of the Historic District, I suggest that you 
look into a suitable purchaser for this property (maybe some Historic Society, 
or similar.) In my opinion it would also be a good idea for a Youth/Church/ 
Scouts or similar organization to buy it for restoration and camping purposes. 



The regular beds could be replaced with bunk beds to accomodate quite a number 
of people, who will consider the cabin as their base from which to make their 
trips in one of America's most beautiful areas. 

I will appreciate your comments, and assure you that I will cooperate with you 
to the fullest extend possible. 

Yours, 

in the name of Freedom for Poland, 
America and the World, 

~Ba~~O.P.R. 


