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1. Historic Name: Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
Common Name: Park United Presbyterian Church 

2. Location: s---·-14 Cortland Street tat Woodward Avenue ) 
Highland Park 

3. Category: building 
Ownership: private 
Status: occupied 
Use: religious 

4. Owner: Pastor and Vestry Board, Park United Presbyterian Church 
14 Cortland Street, Highland Park, Michigan 48203 

7. Description: 
Condition: good 
Unaltered 
Original site 

The structure is located on the northwest corner of Cortland and Woodward Avenue in 
Highland Park and measures 110 feet in length and 85 feet in width. The church is 
a red brick and limestone-trimmed, Tudor Gothic-style church raised on a rockfaced 
limestone basement. The gabled main portion containing an oversized, traceried, 
stained-glass window is abutted on the south by a square, buttressed, flat-roofed, 
corner tower with a louvered belfry and a massive, gabled, wooden porch supported on 
brick piers sheltering the entrance. Adjacent to the corner tower and set back from 
the main block is the gabled educational wing. A small, buttressed, corner tower 
shelters the entrance to the church office . The building retains its distinctive 
red terra cotta tile roof . 

The interior reflects a modified version of the Akron Plan. A small vestibule leads 
into a large square auditorium whose high ceiling is supported by an intricate truss
work system. A broad raised platform extends across the front with the choir space 
at one side. To the south of the main church hall, a wide opening which was once 
fitted with folding pocket doors leads into a spacious overflow area with a balcony. 

The property also contains the manse, which, built in 1905, is a simple, two-story, 
hip-roof, brick structure, located adjacent to the church at 20 Cortland Street. 

8. Significance: 
Period: 1900-
Area df significance: architecture 
Specific dates: 1910-11 
Architects : Sidney Rose Badgley (1859-1917) and William Nicklas (1862-1930) of 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

Highland Park Presbyterian Church originated as a mission of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Detroit in 1893. In 1896 a small frame chapel was built and dedicated on 
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the site of the present church. The growth of the congregation led to the erection 
of the present building in 1910-11. Membership in the church had by then grown to 
over two hundred members. The Highland Park congregation is the oldest Presbyterian 
group in the city. The church is significant as a fine example of the work of the 
prominent turn-of-the-century church architect, Sidney Rose Badgley, and as a well 
preserved example of a standard, Akron-plan, auditorium church. 

9. Biographical data: 
McGregor Memorial Library, Clipping File 11 Highland Park Presbyterian Church, 11 Sixty
Fifth Anniversary Booklet, Highland Park Presbyterian Church (May 25, 1969). 

10. Geographical data: 
Acreage: less than one acre 
Quadrangle name: Highland Park 
Quadrangle scale: 1:24000 
UTM Reference: 17 327840 4695740 
Verbal boundary description and justificaUon: 
South 40 feet of Lot 4 and entire Lot 5 of Highland Park Subidivion. 

This is all the property connected with the church. 
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l~ai ver by Property Owner 

Dr. r1artha ~1. Bigelow 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
~·1ichigan History Division 
Michigan Department of State 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 
Attn: Kathryn Eckert 

Dear Dr. Bigelow: 

This will confirm that I am fully aware of the effects of listinq a proper ty in 
the National Register of Historic Places. I recoqnize that, under the National 
Historic Preservation Act, I am entitled to object to the proposed l i stinq of 
my property by a notarized, written statement. If I am the sole owner and I 
object, my property will not be listed. If there are multiple owners of tris 
property and a majority of the owners object, the property will not be lis ted. 

Following is the address of my property: 

PARK UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

14 CORTLAND , 

HIGHLAND PARK, MICHIGAN 482'13 

I hereby waive my right to object to the proposed listing and notify you that I 
request that my property be listed in the national Register at the earliest pos
sible date. 

Sincerely, 


