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DNAME 
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Beaver Island Light Station 
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Beaver Head Lighthouse and Signal Station 
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Michigan 49782 

IJcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_xBUILDING(S) 

_.XsTRUCTURE 

_.Xsm 

_OBJECT 
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DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Charlevoix Public Schools 
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208 Clinton Street 
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ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 
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_NO 

CITY. TOWN 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Register of Deeds 
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County Building 
CITY. TOWN 

Charlevoix 
liJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

Comprehensive Statewide Survey 
DATE 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

11 
COUNTY COD 

Charlevoix o2 

PRESENT USE 

_ AGRICULTURE __ MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

XEDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY _OTHER : 

STATE 

Michigan 49 720 

STATE 

Mj cb j gao 49720 

_ FEDERAL _STATE _ COUNTY _ LOCA L 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
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CITY. TOWN 

Michigan History Division 

Lansing 
STATE 

Michigan 



B DESCRIPTION 

_ EXCELLENT 

llGOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

ULTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x_ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE _ _ _ 

DESCRIBE TH E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Beaver Island Light Station is situated on the southern shore of Beaver Island, 
northern Lake Michigan, between Nicksau's Point on the west and Appleby's Point 
on the east. 

The lighthouse tower measures 103 feet above low water and 46 feet above ground 
level. The tower is cylindrical and constructed from yellow brick. A ·ten sided 
steel and glass room caps the tower. Connected to the tower is the keeper's 
dwelling. This two story, yellow brick building is rectangular in plan and 
measures 26 feet by 30 feet. A two story, frame addition, 20 feet by 31 feet, 
was constructed around 1915 . A screened porch, 7 feet by 31 feet i n size, 
was added to the east side of the addition around 1920. 

The interior of the dwelling was designed as three separate apartments for the 
keeper, the first assistant, and the second assistant. The basic interior 
structure is in unusually good condition. The foundation is sound, the columns 
and beams which are exposed in the basement are faultless, the Michigan maple 
floors are sound and secure, and the roof is in excellent condition. 

In addition to the main structure, four support buildings are located on the site. 
A single story framed garage, 16 feet by 20 feet in plan, with wood floor and 
storage attic is situated near the county road. To the southwest of the tower 
is a red brick storage shed, approximately 8 feet by 8 feet. The shed door and 
jam is constructed of steel. This structure was used originally to store whale 
oil for the signal light. Approximately 200 yards west of the tower is a one 
story maintenance building , 22 feet by 40 feet in plan, with exterior walls 
and roof of corrigated steel. The red brick fog signal house, 22 feet by 40 feet, 
was built in 1915. The roof is of asbestos shingl~s with copper flashing and 
eaves gutters. Cut stone coping trims the exterior masonry work. An interior 
workbench running the length of the south wall is constructed with 2 3/4 inch 
hard maple top. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY- PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANN ING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

_ 1400- 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _ lAW _ SCIENCE 

_ 1500- 1599 -AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

_ 1600- 1699 _ARCHITECTURE _ EDUCATION _ MILITARY _ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700- 1799 _ART _ ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _ THEATER 

)L_ 1800-1899 _ COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY .¥iRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT _ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1851 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John McReynolds 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Beaver Island Light Station was built in 1851. It is probably the third oldest 
lighthouse on the Great Lakes. Its con5truct i on and initial operation took place 
during an era of turmoil on Beaver Island. On July 8, 1850 James Jesse Strang, a 
Morrrion follower of Joseph Smith, was coronated King and claimed B~aver Island as 
his Kingdom. The Mormons abandoned the island six years later. 

The site overlooks a large expanse of Lake Michigan and focuses on the major 
shipping lanes. Since the eighteenth century maritime traffic has funneled past 
Beaver Head as it approaches the Straits of Mackinac. 

The U.S. Lighthouse Service operated the lighthouse from 1851 until 1938. At this 
time the U.S. Coast Guard assumed operation until 1962, when the lighthouse was 
decommissioned and replaced by an automated radiobeacon tower. The illuminant and 
lenses were removed by the Coast Guard during the decommissioning. It was reported 
that the French prism light used in the tower was the second oldest in the United 
States. The light candlepower was 2,500 fixed and a flash candlepower rating of 
25,000. The light would remain fixed with a.l.3 second flash every 20 seconds. 
The light was visible at 18 statute miles. 

The Charlevoix Public School District secured the title to the Beaver Island Light 
Station through a surplus federal property distribution. It uses the site as an 
outdoor and environmental education center. 
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The Beaver Island Light Station site encompasses just over 2,000 feet of Lake Michigan 
frontage on the southern shore of Beaver Island. Nicksau's Point is located on the 
western edge of the site. Acreage is composed of lot 3 and part of lot 4, section 20, 
T37N, RlOW, Peaine ~9wnship, Beaver Island, Charlevoix County, Michigan. 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F S TAT E 

R I C H A R D H. A U S T I N SECRETARY OF STATE LANSING 

· MH-69 ~11 

November 29, 1978 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

RECEIVED 

DEC 6 

NATfoNALl 
REG!SiEJl 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, ARCHIVES, 
HISTORIC SITES, AND PUBLICATIONS 

Enclosed for your review is a National Register nomination prepared 
by the Michigan History Division of the Michigan Department of State: 

The Beaver Island Light Station, St. James vicinity, 
Beaver Island, Charlevoix County 

Since the Charlevoix Public School District, who owns the property, has 
applied for a challenge grant, may I ask that you review this nomination 
at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination. 

Sincerely yours, 

Martha M. 
Director, 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

en c. 

MMB/KBE/pr 



oA~LE\rOIX the Beautiful 

~ 

CHARLEVOIX PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

GARLEVOIX, MICHIGAN 49720 

December 11, 1978 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Dept. of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Brad Fransden 

Dear Or. Murtagh, 

The Charlevoix Public Schools is the owner of the Beaver 
Island Light Station, which has been nominated to the reg
istar of historic places and ts aware of the incentives and 
disincentives of National Registration. The Charlevoix 
Public Schools hereby waive the customary 30 day commentary 
period. 

mu~ 
Gordon W. VanWieren 
Superintendent 

GVW/en 

cc Kathy Eckert 
Michigan History Division 

ADMINISTRATION : Gordon W. VanWieren Vincent R. Olach Vane H. Smith Roy M. Fortin K. Dale Burge Vincent A. Chew Ralph W. Raymer 

BOARD OF 
EDUCATION: 

Superintendent Business Mgr. H. S. Principal Asst. H. S. Prin. Athletic Dir. Middle Sch. Prin. El e. Sch. Prin. 

C. Max Novak Charles A . Elzinga Kenneth J. Boss Ardeth M. Wieland Donald W. Brown Constance S. Pointner James J. Haggard 
President Vice-President Secretary Treasurer Trustee Trustee Trustee 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE NICHIGAN 

Date Entered DEC 2 9 1978 

Name Location 

Eeaver Island Light Station St . J ane:o vi cinity 
CharlevoiK County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr. 
Honor able Carl Lev·in 
Ionorable Robert H. Davis 

( NR Byers/bjr 1/23/79 

St te nis toric Preser~ation Officer 
Dr. NartiVi Bigelow 

:f ·0ctor 
Uf..chig.:m. History Divisi on 
Qepartment of State 
Lansi ng, Nichigan 48918 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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Beaver Island Light Station 

S of St. James on E. Side Dr. 
X 
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'ruins 
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Beaver Head Lighthouse and 

<'ity 1 town 
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------'L"I 
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WHEN HISTORICAllY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 
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