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(Check One)
[ Excellent G Goed [ Fair [C] Deteriorated

[ Ruins [0 Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check Ona)

E_] Altered [ Unaltered

] Moved

(Check One)
ﬂ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1886 the Secretary of War was authorized to sell old Fort Brady
and purcﬁase a reservation for a new fort on higher ground for better
protection of the Soo Locks. Assistant Quartermaster George S. Hoyt
received orders in 1891 to confer with authorities in Washington about

the plans and specifications for the new fort.

By August of 1892 bids

were opened for the erection and completion of various buildings.
Hoyt's instructions were to build a full four-company post. This would
include one single and three double sets of officers quarters, and one
gun shed. The barracks on the hill were almost completed by November
of 1892. Built for "completeness as to convenience and comfort and for
beauty in appearance and finish," the neat brick buildings received high

praise from many officials.

to the M1ch1gan College of M1n1ng and Technology by the State of Mi@hlgan.
The buildings received minor alterations, and a branch of the college
opened here in 1946. Officers quarters became faculty housing; students
moved into the soldiers barracks; other buildings were renovated to meet

their new uses.

The eighty-year-old buildings remain in good condition. The old
Headquarters building was recently remodeled to house university offices
and will later be used as a museum. Other buildings have recently been
replaced, but the larger buildings of major importance in Fort Brady's

history have remained on the college campus.

Originally the Fort Brady reservation consisted of seventy-three
acres of land, with sixty-four buildings. Located in the northwestern
corner of the city of Sault Ste. Marie, the Fort was the focus of
attention for some fifty years. Of little military importance by the mid-
twentieth century, the old reservation today is being used adequately as
an educational institution and remains a landmark at the Soo.

43S
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| ‘[0 16th Century [J 18th Century ﬁ 20th Century
[J 15th Century [ 17th Century % 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [0 Education [ Political O Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric ] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. O Other (specity)
[ Historic [ Industry losophy

[ Agriculture [ Invention [J Science

[ Architecture [ Lendscape [ Sculpture

O Ant Architecture [ Social/Human-

[0 Commerce O Literature itarian

[0 Communications R Military [J Theater

[0 Conservation ) Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The growth of Sault Ste. Marie and the enlargement of the Soo Locks
precipitated agitation in Congress for the removal of the garrison at' Mrt
Brady to higher ground to secure a more advantageous position for pro-
tection of the locks. Petitions were introduced by Senator Omar D. Conger
of Michigan as early as 1884 from the Sault citizens recommending
the sale of 0ld Fort Brady and the subsequent erection of a new fort else-
where in the city.

In February of 1886 a report was forwarded to the Congressional
Committee on Military Affairs from John Newton, Army Chief of Engineers.
Newton advocated removal of the old fort and construction of a new in-
stallation, citing protection of the canal as the deciding factor. He
also mentioned the possibility of increasing the number of personnel
due to the strategic position of the Soo Locks. The Secretary of War
was authorized in July of 1886 to sell Fort Brady, plat the grounds,
and, following these actions, to purchase grounds for new fortifications.

The new fort was completed in the fall of 1892, and Captain J. D. Leitch

received orders for removal on November 17, 1892. The inspector general
of the army, after reviewing the fort in March of 1893, called it ''Superidqr
to anything I have ever seen elsewhere in the army."

Officers and men quickly settled into their new quarters, and militaxy
and social activities began with drills and balls in mid-winter. A serieg
of informal dances enlivened the winter months, and the men of the new font
entertained friends and family at social events throughout the year.

The Chicago railway riots in 1894 brought the soldiers from Fort
Brady to Illinois. Companies F § B, 104 strong, left for Chicago during
the first week of July to help quell the civil disturbances. Similar
riots were occuring all over the country, and troops from various military
installations were called out for riot duty.

During World War II the strength of the garrison was increased as
United States leaders became apprehensive about the strategic;pOSition
of the Soo Locks. Although never actually threatened, the locks wexre !
protected by increased artillery and personnel for the duratlon £ tH
war. Strict attention was given to the problems of security an (prdh
tection of this important economic artery, through which p ssad a large
percentage of the world's commerce. (continued)
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NEW FORT BRADY i‘
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan ' f
Now the campus of Lake Superior State College

Sheridan Drive
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a
‘ C ) A////////,<;: Mai; e:t;ange to
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pgoBll=—"0 ’

\\\\\ Ryan Avenue

Parade
Ground

Easterday Avenue

A Gate house D 01d Quartermaster building G Army gymnasium
B Headquarters building (now Administration Building) H Enlisted men's barracks
6 Officers' quarters E Metal warehouse

(now Brady Hall)
F Mule barns Enlisted men's barracks
(now classroom building)
Map drawn by Donna L. Stiffler, Michigan Historical Commission, 1971.



This map designates buildings of primary importance LAY ';\;t

within the grounds of New Fort Brady, now the campus of

Lake Superior State College. A map of this nature was rek%ﬂ .
\\'ﬁ._
quested by your office on your sheet of recommendations. \;j§

The area involved corresponds to the property co-ordinates

on the National Register form.
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8. 2. Significance (continued)

In 1944 Fort Brady was deactivated, and the question of its disposal
was relegated to the Secretary of War, who did not consider the feort to be
of vital importance. The property was given to the Michigan College of Mining
and Technology at Houghton, which established a branch at Fort Brady in 1946.
Many buildings were renovated and altered, and serve today as housing units
and office space for Lake Superior State College, the branch opened in 1946.
This fine example of the adaptive use of military structures is evident upon
first entering the college campus by the main gate, complete with gate house,
a reminder of the days of military glory. The old quartermaster building,
repainted and repaired, has become the college administration building. Bradyj
Hall, housing 186 students, was once the largest barracks building on the Fort
grounds. Other structures, formerly of military use, have been adapted to
educational ends. The Fort Brady jail is now used for the Department of Speed
and Drama; old mule barns have become college classrooms; and the army
headquarters building houses the center for counseling and vocational testing.
The former homes of Fort Brady's officers have become the residential dis-
trict for the college faculty. Part of Fort Brady has disappeared--the
artillery site is now covered with the buildings of married student housing
and the central heating plant; large army warehouses were razed in the
summer of 1971 to accomodate the construction of a new student center; and
Fort Brady's parade ground has become the site of a magnificent new library,
opened in January of 1971.

The erection of new Fort Brady in 1892-93 had been primarily instigated
by the growing concern over protection of the Soo Locks. Following the
two World Wars it was found that such protection could, in an emergency,
be provided by personnel from another area or by a unit of the National
Guard. Fort Brady, as a military installation, was no longer a necessity.
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION

CARL T. JOHNSON
Chairman

E. M. LAITALA

AUGUST SCHOLLE
HAREY B WHITELEY WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, Governor

HULARY F. SNELL DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48926
RALPH A. MAC MULLAN, Director

July 22, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh \ NS
Keeper of the National Register \ N2
Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation o
National Park Service

801 19th Street, N. S., Room 618

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is one (1) set of renomination forms for the National Register of
Historic Sites, as follows: New Fort Brady.

This site is herewith submitted for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Sites by Samuel A. Milstein, the State Liaison Officer.

Sincerely,

)%?TZII chies

Office of Planning Services

and
Chairman, Historic Preservation
Task Force

NFS:JAB:glc

Enc.

cc: D. Chaput
C. Cleland




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _ MICTITGAN

Date Entered ‘?:gﬁ i3 1972

Name Location

5' 2y x’@ll u« udd . ”1‘0"
B Dakland County

Tard-Hollend tousy - Harin
st. ¢

Funter {(Yohn ¥W.) House Birmingham
Oakland County

Call {(C.8.) Iouga Maruuetie
lavcaotte County

Horesg Bouse. Detroil
Wayne County

lmaw Fort Srady Sault Ste. Marie

Chippewa County

Pamadall Thestye Mzrnisten

s

Hanistas County

Also Notified

‘ Etate Lialeon Gfficer
¥r,. Bamusl Milstein
hcting Deputy Dirsctor-Recreaticn
Dopartment of Katural Resourees
Maaon Building

Lansing, Mdichigan 4852
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