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Form 10·300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entrips - complete applicable sections) 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP 

Q Diatrict 0 Building 0 Public Public Acqu iaitlon : 

0 Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Proceaa 

Michigan 

ewa 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

~ Occupied Yea: 

0 Unoccupied Kl Reatrlcted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Cona idered 0 Preaervatlon w 0 Unreatrlcted 

Park 

P ri vate Res idence 

Religious 

<: .;::· ,·:· 

STATE : 

STATE 

In progreaa 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Speclty) 

Michigan 

STATE : 

Michigan 

0 No 

0 Comments 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

Altered 

Good 0 Foir 

(Ch eck One) 

0 Unolt.tred 

(Checlt One) 

0 Det.trlorot.td 

OIUCRIBII£ THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (It ftnowl\) PH VII CAL. APPII:AI'IANCII: 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Cheek 

0 Moved 

In 1886 the Secretary of War was authorized to sell old Fort Brady 
and purchase a reservation for a new fort on higher ground for better 
protection of the Soo Locks. Assistant Quartermaster GeorgeS. Hoyt 
received orders in lfi91 tQ confer with authorities in wasTI1ng on about 
the plans and specifications for the new fort. By August of 1892 bids 
were opened for the erection and completion of various buildillgs:
Hoyt's instructions were to build a full four-com~an ost. This would 
include one single and three~ouble sets~f-officers quarter~, and one 
gun she . arracks on the hill were ~lmost completed by November 
of 1892. for "completeness as to convenience and comfort and for 
beaUty in appearance and finish," the neat brick buildings received high 
praise from many officials. 

I 19 4 with the geactiva Qn of the fort, the ro erty was ~iven 
to the Michigan College of Mining and Technology by the State of Miebigan. 
The buildings received minor alterations, and a branch of the college 
opened here in 1946. Officers quarters became faculty housing; students 
moved into the soldiers barracks; other buildings were renovated to meet 
their new uses. 

The eighty-year-old buildings remain in good condition. The old 
Headquarters building was recently remodeled to house university offices 
and will later be used as a museum. Other buildings have recently been 
replaced, but the larger buildings of major importance in Fort Brady's 
history have remained on the college campus. 

Originally the Fort Brady reservation consisted of seventy-three 
acres of land, with sixty-four buildings. Located in the northwestern 
corner of the city of Sault Ste. Marie, the Fort was the focus of 
attention for some fifty years. Of little military importance by the mid
twentieth century, the old reservation today is being used adequately as 
an educational institution and remains a landmark at the Sao. 
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0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

b 20th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• A_pproprlate) 

Abor lglnol 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (SpeciiJ') 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Ag~lcultuN 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art ArchItecture 0 Socia 1/Humon· 

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Communications Qg Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

TATEMENT OF SiGNII"ICANCE 

The growth of Sault Ste. Marie and the enlargement of the Soo Locks 
rrrecipitated agitation in Congress for the removal of the garrison at ' 
Brady to higher ground to secure a more advantageous position for pro
tection of the lock~. Petitions were introduced by Senator Omar D. Conge 
of Michigan as early as 1884 from the Sault citizens recommending 
the sale of Old Fort Brady and the subsequent erection of a new fort else 
where in the city . 

In February of 1886 a report was forwarded to the Congressional 
Committee on Military Affairs from John Newton, Army Chief of Engineers. 
Newton advocated removal of the old fort and construction of a new in
stallation, citing protection of the canal as the deciding factor. He 
a~mentioned the possibility of:increasing the number of personnel 
due to the strategic position of the Soo Locks. The Secretary of War 
was authorized in July of 1886 to sell Fort Brady, plat the grounds, 
and, following these actiOns, to purchase grounds for new fortifications. 

The new fort was completed in the fall of 1892, and Captain J. D. Le ch 
received ~rs for removal on November 17, 1892. The inspector general 
of the army, after reviewing the fort in March of 1893, called it "Sup 
to anything I have ever seen elsewhere in the army." 

Officers and men quickly settled into their new 
and social activities began with drills and balls in mid-winter. 
of informal dances enlivened the winter months, and the men of the new 
entertained friends and family at social events throughout the year. 

The Chicago railway riots in 1894 brought the soldiers from Fort 
Brady to Illinois. Companies F & B, 104 strong, left for Chicago during 
the first week of July to help quell the civil disturbances. Similar 
riots were occuring all over the country, and troops from various 
installations were called out for riot duty. 

, I• r 
During World War II the strength of the garrison was increased · as~ , 

United States leaders became apprehensive about the stratel"c •pos~tip 
of the Soo Locks. Although never actually threatened, the ocks w~ I 
protected by increased artillery and personnel for the dur ~jon 19f t v, 
war. Strict attention was given to the problems of securit~an~~ r~ 
tection of this important economic artery, through which p~~s~d ~ large . 
percentage of the world 1 s commerce. (continued) ·...; '• .... ~· 



• 

Sault Ste. Marie News, January 3, 1891, -March 12, 1891, August 13, 1892 
November 19, 1892, March 4, 1893. 

Papers of Governor Harry F. Kelly, Michigan State Archives, Lansing. 

U. S., Congress, House, Letter from Secretary of War, February 23, 1886, 
Executive Document No. 81, 49th Cong., 1st. Session. 

U. S., Statutes at Large, Vol. XXIV, (December 1885-March 1887), pp. 128-29. 

STATE : 

STATE: 

STATE: 

Miss Donna L. Stiffler, Assistant Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Michigan Historical Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and ce rtify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State 0 Local 0 

r 
. of Natural Resources 

7/21/71 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Date -------------------------------------
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NEW FORT BRADY f I 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 
Now the campus of Lake Superior State College 

Gate house 
Headquarters building 
Officers' quarters 

D 

E 
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Easterday Avenue 

Parade 
Ground 

Old Quartermaster building 
(now Administration Building) 
Metal warehouse 
Mule barns 

Map drawn by Donna L. Stiffler, Michigan Historical Commission, 1971. 
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Sheridan Drive 

Main entrance to 
Fort Brady 

Ryan Avenue 

Army gymnasium 
Enlisted men's barracks 
(now Brady Hall) 
Enlisted men's barracks 
(now classroom building) 



This map designates buildings of primary importance .. ' '· ' ~ . ' -\ 
within the grounds of New Fort Brady, now the campus of 

Lake Superior State College. 

quested by your office on your sheet of recommendations. 

The area involved corresponds to the property co-ordinates 

on the National Register form. 
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8. 2. Significance (continued) 

In 1944 Fort Brady was deactivated, and the question of its disposal 
was relega~e to the Secretary of War, who did not consider the f0rt to be 
of vital importance. The property was given to the Mi~higan College of Mining 
and Technology at Houghton, which established a branch at Fort Brady in 1946. 
Many buffdings were renovated and altered, and serve today as housing units 
and office space for Lake Superior State College, the branch opened in 1946. 
This fine example o~e adaptive use of military structures is evident upon 
first entering the college campus by the main gate, complete with gate house, 
a reminder of the days of military glory. The qld quartermaster building, 
repainted and repaired, has become the college administration building. Brad 
Hall, housing 186 students, was onGe the largest barracks building on the For 
grounds. Other st!Uctures, formerly of military use, have been adapted to 
educational ends. The Fort Brady jail is now used for the Department of Spee 
and Drama; old mule barns have become college classrooms; and the army 
headquarters building houses the center for counseling and vocational testing. 
The former homes of Fort Brady's officers have become the residential dis
trict for the college faculty. Part of Fort Brady has disappeared--the 
artillery site is now covered with the buildings of married student housing 
and the central heating plant; large army warehouses were razed in the 
summer of 1971 to accomodate the construction of a new student center; and 
Fort Brady's parade ground has become the site of a magnificent new library, 
opened in January of 1971. 

The erection of new Fort Brady in 1892-93 had been primarily instigated 
by the growing concern over protection of the Soo Locks. Following the 
two World Wars it was found that such protection could, in an emergency, 
be provided by personnel from another area or by a unit of the National 
Guard. Fort Brady, as a military installation, was no longer a necessity. 

------- -- ...... ----- - ·- · ·- . - - . ------- ·----------- . ------
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Aerial View. 
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