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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Kaleva Temple 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Trimountain Av~ _ not for publication 

city, town South Range _ vicinity of congressional district 11 

state Michigan code 26 county Houghton code 61 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
___x_ buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_X_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
-X- yes: restricted 
_ yes : unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Gena I !JCchesi 

street & number Stanton Street 

city, town South Range _vicinity of 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
-X- commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
-X- private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

state Michigan 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Houghton County Courthouse 

street & number 401 East Houghton Avenue 

city, town Houghton state Michigan 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title WUPPDR Historic Preservation Plan has this property been determined eleglble? _yes __l5_ no 

date 1977 _federal __2L state _ county _ local 

depositoryforsurveyrecords Michigan History Division 

city, town Lansing state Michigan 



7. Description 

Condition Check one 
_ excellent _ deteriorated __x__ unaltered 
__x__ good _ ruins _ altered 
_ fair _ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date ____ ___:___ 

J~crlbe 'the pr:IJent and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Kaleva Temple is a sandstone commercial block facing south on Highway M-26, 
also known as Trimountain Avenue, in the Western Upper Peninsula village of South Range. 
Although basically rectangular with a symmetrically arranged facade, the building•s 
plan is pentagonal and the east side elevation displays an entrance set at an angle 
on the front corner of the building. The Temple is a two-story building of rough cut, 
coursed sandstone masonry embellished with smooth stone facade trim and cornice trim 
along the flat roof line. A slightly projecting midsection extends vertically through 
the facade elevation, framing on the first floor a staircase entrance to the second 
story and on the second, a stone panel inscribed .. Kaleva Temple ... A knobbed cornice 
cap with pedimented peak, and inscribed with the construction completion d~e of 1910, 
tops the center projection. 

The double hung windows are all rectangular shaped with smooth sandstone lintels; 
several have transoms and mullions. A second story sill course and a belt course above 
the window line accentuate the sandstone•s rich textural qualities by contrasting rough 
finish against smooth, and raised trim against recessed for a sculptural effect. 

Three store fronts take up the first floor. Large transomed windows flank 
two sets of recessed double doors on the western facade, while to the east is an 
unbroken line of three windows with a side entrance , also accentuated by a cornice 
cap. The building•s overhanging cornice, composed of prominent dentils and two 
pedimented entrance caps, is its chief ornament. Four chimneys range across the 
rear of the structure. 

The three commercial offices,largely identical, feature high, stamped tin ceilings 
and plaster walls with vertical board wainscoting in places. The upstairs originally 
housed two more offices and a Finnish ethnic social hall; no1~ it is composed of nine 
apartments. The present owner, who added the apartments in the early 1970s, did so by 
grouping together existing rooms or by adding removable partitions without seriously 
altering the original spatial arrangement. The south end of the Kaleva Hall, now a 
storage area, still holds the chairs, podium, light fixtures, banners and pictures, as 
well as the original plaster walls and wainscoting , of its heyday in the early 1900s. 

The Kaleva Temple is architecturally significant as an unaltered example of 
vernacular commercial building style executed in regional materials. Its placement 
within the surrounding built environment of South Range is important as well. Standing 
in the midst of a commercial center that developed shortly after the turn of the century 
to meet the needs of surrounding copper mining communiti es, the building continues to 
bear its original spatial relationship to other community structures. A sandstone bank 
built in 1905 two years after the Village was incorporated stands on the west. Along 
its east side ran the Copper Range railroad; the track bed and the site of a demolished 
depot remain. Beyond them stand a row of similar commercial blocks in various stages 
of remodeling, and behind the building is a warehouse, once a soda shop. Facing the 
Kaleva Temple across Trimountain Avenue, the Village•s main street, is another important 
multi-purpose masonry building of later vintage, the South Range Community Building 
which .was a depression era Civil Works Administration project. Both buildings feature 
stone masonry craftsmanship in red sandstone, a regionally important building material 
quarried along nearby shores of Lake Superior, and thus they afford the viewer an 
excellent opportunity to compare the styles and uses to which this material was adapted 
in both 1910 and 1935. 

r 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140Q-1499 
_ 150Q-1599 
_ 160Q-1699 
_ 170Q-1799 
_ 180Q-1899 
-X- 190G-1910 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ law _science 

Specific dates 

_ agriculture _x_ economics _ literature 
-X- architecture _ education - milit~ry 

art _ engineering - mus1c = commerce _ exploration/settlement - philosophy 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government 

_invention 

!1 (J(J -t9tl> Builder/ Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

_ sculpture 
_L social/ 

humanitarian 
_ theater 
_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

The Kaleva Temple is a multi-purpose sandstone commercial block located on 
Trimountain Avenue in the Village of South Range, which developed primarily as a 
commercial center for surrounding copper mining communities in the early 1900s. 
During that period, a half dozen communities thrived in a line from north to south on 
a geological formation known as the South Range, a major copper bearing area lying 
southwest of Portage Lake in the western Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The Kaleva 
Temple, which originally housed offices and a Finnish secret society called the Knights 
of Kaleva, is significant as an unaltered example of the commercial architecture that 
was popular in this copper mining region. It is a vernacular interpretation of commercial 
building style, whose chief design element is the rich textural use of Jacobsville 
sandstone, a regionally important building material. It is surrounded by substantial 
remnants of its early twentieth century built environment, a context which emphasizes 
its value as a local document of regional socio-economic trends of the day. An ambitious 
businessman initiated construction of the commercial block in 1907 or 1908. Unable to 
complete the project, he sold the property to the Kalevan Retaret, a Finnish society, 
which finished it in 1910. A period of resurgent mining interest and increased immigration 
generated a need for new commercial space and for the ethnic social halls so important 
to newly arrived immigrants in an area represented by at least ten nationalities.l 
Today the Kaleva Temple stands as an authentic artifact representing the commercial and 
social dynamics that characterized the South Range during its early twentieth century 
heyday. 

Lots 1 and 2 of Block 7, where the Kaleva Temple stands, were originally Whealkate 
Mining Company property. Jacob Baer, a prominent area businessman, purchased the property 
and solt] it in Spring, 1909 to William Anderson. By then, the property contained a "large, 
unfinished brownstone structure opposite the Copper Range depot", the product of a lien 
controversy. According to the Daily Mining Gazette, "this uncompleted building had come 
in for mo~e discussion and more attempted changes in ownership than any other in the 
village". The newspaper cited harsh winters and sluggish real estate ventures throughout 
the village as responsible for the slow growth, but predicted an upturn in the trend. In 
1909, rumors stated that an Italian society would purchasethesandstone building. But a 
Finnish group, the Knights of Kaleva, eventually purchased it and marked its move to new 
quarters in March, 1910 with a "monster celebration 11 .3 

1Puotinen, Arthur, Finnish Radicals and Religion in Midwestern Mining Towns 1865-1914, 
Chicago: 1973, p. 146 

2"Much Building Planned During Coming Summer", Daily Mining Gazette, Houghton: April 17, 1909, 
p. 12. 

3"Monster Celebration is Planned by Kalevas", Daily Mining Gazette, Houghton : March 11, 1910, 
p. 12 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Daily Mining Gazette, Miscellaneous articles, Houghton: February 25, March 10, 

March 24, 1909 
Larson, Amanda. Finnish Heritage in America, Marquette: 1976, p. 41 

(continued) 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property I ess than 1 acre 
Quadrangle name South R< noe Quadrangle scale 1 :24000 
UMT References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

The nominated property occupies Lots 1 and 2 of Block 7 in the Village of South Range 
and measures 100 feet by 100 feet by 118 feet by 50 feet. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Linnie Thuma, Historic Preservation Planner 

organization Western U.P. Planning and DevelopmentRegiOIBte November 12, 1980 

street & number P. 0. Box 365 telephone ( 906) 482-7205 

city or town Houghton state MI 49931 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national _ state ___K_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89--
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

title 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that thla pr is Included In the N~lonal Register 

Entered 111 tJia 
.lat1o date 

Atteat: date 

Chief of Reglatratlon 

GPO 938 8 35 

.J 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Significance Item number 8 Page 1 

In the period 1907-1910, South Range continually stressed its development potential 
and its favorable business climate. 11 The day of going out of town and shopping has 
passed and in the future the outsider can come to this village and purchase the articles 
which are in such demand 11 

••• So heralded the Daily Mining Gazette in 1907. The Kaleva 
Temple housed, besides the Knights of Kaleva and later the Sons of Italy; a dentist's 
office; a theatre with arched, lighted entrance; a restaurant; a hardware store; and the 
justice of the peace. It held the U.S. Post Office from 1915 to 1977. By 1911, the 
Village appeared prosperous, with sidewalks, gravel streets, fire hydrants, and a row 
of stylish commercial buildings. It was a fitting focal point for the mining communities 
surrounding it. 

Ethnic labor forces predominated in each of those communities. South Range 
differed, in that no specific ethnic group dominated it as totally as was elsewhere the 
case. But while South Range prided itself as a progressive center harboring 11 no 
exclusively foreign neighborhoods ... unlike other mining towns", its businesses did cater 
to a strongly Finnish and Italian population base. Finnish storefront signs, as well as 
the inscription 11 Kaleva Temple", made the building attractive to Finnish customers. Ethnic 
halls played an important social roll throughout the copper mining region. Originally 
located in frame structures or 11 temples" that doubled as churches and temperance society 
quarters, they often appeared in multi-purpose buildings such as the one in South Range 
by 1910. 

The Knights of Kaleva was a secret Finnish-American order modeled after American 
societies such as the Masons, but adapted to Finnish culture. It originated in Montana 
in 1898 and by 1909 there were thirty lodges in the U.S. with three thousand members. 
Five of these lodges made up of three hundred to three-hundred-fifty members were located 
in Houghton County. 

Ethnic societies provided the immigrant social and cultural security by providing 
him an arena in which to meet with others of his kind and to preserve his national heritage. 
Social gatherings, traditional performances, literary recitations were the typical 
mechanisms used. The Knights of Kaleva stressed preservation of the Finnish literary 
tradition. They voiced no agressive opinions and sought few new members. As the original 
members died, the organization faded away; and only one or two former Knights of Kaleva 
remain in the area. As the 1900s progressed, ethnic societies increasingly vocalized 
their discontent with labor conditions and tight-reined company control; and groups such 
as the Knights of Kaleva became ethnic strongholds of the past, outmoded by younger, more 
agressive activists. 

Only the trappings of ritual, the banners, pictures and seating arrangement; and 
the building itself remain to remind the viewer what a quietly tenacious grip these 
immigrants held on their heritage. 
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Lucchesi, Geno. Interview conducted in South Range on July 25, 1980 by Linnie Thuma. 
Notes on file at Western U.P. Planning and Development Region, Houghton. 

11 Monster Celebration is Planned by Kalevas 11
• Daily Mining Gazette. Houghton : r~arch 11, 

1910, p. 12. 

11 Much Building Planned during Coming Summer 11
• Daily Mining Gazette. Houghton: April 17, 

1909' p. 12. 

Puotinen, Arthur. Finnish Radicals and Religion in Midwestern Mining Towns 1865-1914. 
Chicago: 1973, pp. 146, 148,313-315. 

~~south Range Village Assessment - 1909 11
• Available at Michigan Technological University 

Archives, Houghton. 

11 South Range, The Coming Town of the Copper Country 11
• Daily Mining Gazette supplement, 

c. 1905. Available at MTU Archives, Houghton. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION I RETURN SHEET 

Property: Ka fe.vo Te.mpJA 
State, County: HI, J..lauehfon 
Federal Agency: __________________________ ___ 

__ reaubmi&afon 
~ n~minatl cm by p er son or local government 

owner obj.ctt ~on 
__ .appeal 

UnHM lt.tea D~partrnent of the Interior 
National Part Ser;;lce 

Substantive Review: _ aamp1e _ request ~ appea l _ NR decision 

Reviewer's conun•nt s : 

Recom./Crlteria --------------
Reviewer-----------
Disc ipline ________ _ _ 

Dat•-----------------------
- see continuation sheet 

.Nomination returned for : _technical corrections cited below 
_substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

"'-3. Classification .......... 
.,. ... ··•'~"'-' .......... 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

... -~-- ........ ? 

7. Description 
.......... ....._ ..... _ 
- ••- _...,..,.teet _ .....,,.,..., _ original -"0 

- fiiOCI -- - ellotwd - - ... -- fok - -opoeecl .................................................... _ 
-

-

summary paragraph 
completaneas 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 

,.. "" 



i •· Significance 
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-
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• of areas 

... n eked 
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8. Major Bibliographical References 

to. Geographical Data 
........ .,_..._.,.operty -----
• 1 .... --------..,. ........ _ 
...... __, .._,._ .............. . 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
'nil~ ... -m of-,.operty--- le: 

Mtional 

.. 
t 3. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

- _IDeal 

... 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to----------------

Signed _____________________ ___ Date ____________ __ Phone: 202 272-3504 

Comments tor any Item may be cont lnued on an attached sheet 





















GENO LUCCHESI 
BOX 430 

SOUTH RANGE, Ml 49963 

Attn: Kathryn Eckert 

Dr . Martha M. Bigelow , State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Michigan Hist~ry Division 

Michigan Department of State 

Lansing , Michigan 48918 

!JAN o 71982 

" 
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l~a i ver by Property Owner 

Dr. ~1artha ~1. Bigelow 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
~1ichigan History Division 
Michigan Department of State 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 
Attn: Kathryn Eckert 

Dear Dr. Bigelow: 

' \\\l 1 
,, -.J RECEr -ED 

r£.6 1 S \SS?. 

I 

NAT'' 
REC 

'--l_ 

' ... 
( 

This will confirm that I am fully aware of the effects of listinq a property in 
the National Register of Historic Places. I recoqnize that, under the Na ti onal 
Historic Preservation Act, I am entitled to object to the proposed listinq of 
my property by a notarized, written statement. If I am the sole owner and I 
object, my property will not be listed. If there are multiple owners of this 
property and a majority of the owners object, the property will not be lis ted. 

Following is the address of my property: 

Kaleva Temple 

Trimountain Avenue 

South Range, MI 49963 

I hereby waive my right to object to the proposed listing and notify you that I 
request that my property be listed in the rlational Register at the earliest pos
sible date. 

Sincerely, 

I 



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F 5 TAT E 
LANSING 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 
MICHIGAN 48918 

MH-69 ~·-

January 25, 1982 

RECEIVED 

FEB 1 6 lSS~ 

NATIONAtJ 
REGiSTER 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 

STATE MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 

Enclosed are National Register nomination materials for the 
Kaleva Temple in South Range, Houghton County, Michigan. I 
certify that the intent-to-nominate notification requirements 
have been fulfilled. This property is being submitted for 
listing in the National Register. The property 1 s owner has 
waived the right to object to listing (see enclosed waiver 
form). All waiver-of-right-to-object forms, notarized state
ments of objection, and written comments concerning this 
property submitted to us during the commenting period are en
closed. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to 
Kathryn Eckert, Historic Sites Research Unit Supervisor 
(517/373-0510). 

Sincerely, 

7Y7~ /17. ~....v" 
Martha M. Bigelow, Director 
Michigan History Division 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB/KBE/sl 

en c. 



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F S TAT E 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

January 29, 1982 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 

STATE MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 

Enclosed are National Register nomination materials for the 
following Michigan properties: 

MH•6!1 ~·· 

Raisin Valley Friends Meetinghouse, Lenawee County 
Methodist Episcopal Church Parsonage, Ann Arbor 
Jacob Hoffstetter House, Ann Arbor 
William C. Boydell House, Detroit 
State Savings Bank, Detroit 
Orchard Lake Schools Historic District, Orchard Lake 
Edward P. Ferry House, Grand Haven 

-JKaleva Temple, Houghton County 
Bay County Building, Bay City 

A cover letter is enclosed for each nomination. 

Sincerely, 

-)/ ]c~ /:x1f]~ 
Martha M. Bigelow ~ 
Director, Michigan History Division 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB/ROC/sl 

en c. 



ENTHIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOTIIC PL:'\C ES 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

Hoffstetter, Jacob, House 

Ferry, Edward P . , House 

\ Kaleva Temple
4 

Boydell, Williem · C., House 

State Savings Bank 

Orchard Lake Schools Historic District 

Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr. 
Honorable Carl Levin 
Honorable Carl D. Pursell 
Honorable Guy Vander Jagt 
Honorable Robert W. Davis 
Honorable George Crockett, Jr. 
Honorable William S. Broomfield 

Midwest Regional Office, NPS 

MICHIGAN 

MARCH 19 1982 

Notified 

Location 

Ann Arbor 
Washtenaw County 

Grand Haven 
Ottawa County 

South Range 
Houghton County 

Detroit 
\.Jayne County 

Detroit 
Wayne County 

Orchard Lake 
Oakland County 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. Martha Bigelow 
Director 
~lichigan History Division 
Department of State 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 

For further information, please call the Nat ional Register at (202 ) 272-3504 


