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NATION AL REGISTER OF HISTO RIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

Katherine's Ch 1 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE 

(Check One) 

0 District ~ Bui I ding 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

STR 

Lansi 

0 Public 

~ Private 

0 Both 

Industria l 

Military 

Museum 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

O Being Considered 

Park 

0 Private Residence 

Q9 Religious 

0 

STATE : 

Michi an 
COUNTY: 

Ingham 

29 Preservation 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

29 Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

O No 

0 Comments 
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CONDITION 
Q'g Exce II ent 0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Altered [ZJ Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved m Origir.al Site 

DESCRIBE T HE PRESENT AN D ORIGINAL f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Katherine's Chapel is a small wooden building, - . 

21 by 36 feet, with a vestibule and sacristy attached to th 

east end. The siding is vertical board and batten, painted -
white. The roof, which has recently been replaced, is cov-

ered with split cedar shakes. A small belfry has also 

recently been added to the roof of the vestibule. 

The interior is a simple rectangle, with pews on eith 

side of a central aisle. Two boxed scissors trusses, their 

soffits ornamented with pendants and bosses, support the 

ceiling. Most of the interior is paneled with matched and 

beaded pine boards which are unpainted. 'I'he only use of 

paint is the black mouldings found in each corner and some 

bla.ck trim around the doors and on the cornice. The absence 

of color in the wood- is balanced by the window of the 

north, south, and west elevati ons which are glazed with. 

large sheets of red , yellow, and blue glass. Some of the 

panes appear to be original. About _12_!5, a reredos with. 

three oak arches was placed at the east end of the chapel 

and an oak altar with three quatrefoil panels set against 

it. These additions are in harmony with t he original work. 

m 
m 

z 

-f 

;;o 

c 
n 
-f 

0 

z 



J • 

Form 10-300o 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Michi an 
COUNTY 

In h m 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (cont'd) 

Historic American Building Survey, 1965, Michigan - 232. 

8. Statement of Significance (cont'd) 

0 

In Michigan, there are few rural churches with this degree 
of architectural interest. 

9. Major Bibliographical References (cont' d) 

County Atlas of Ingham County, Michigan. New York: 
F.W. Beers, 1874. 

Williamston Enterprise: October, 1891, pp. 2-3. 
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A bar iginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

~ Architecture 

O Art 

O Commerce 

0 Communications 

O Conservation 

ATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

[J Politica l 

~ Religion/ Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

St. Katherine's Chapel was puilt aPout 1887 for John -
Harris Forster, on his Springbrook Farm near Williamston. 

In 1888 the chapel was presented to the Protestant Episcopal -
Diocese of Michigan. A new parish church was constructed 

adjacent to the chapel in 1962 but the building continues 

to be used for weddings and special services. 

John E'orster was a~_ pioneer explorer, I_!lin_er, and engineer 

in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Early in his career he 

was employed by the government as a s~rveyor on the Great 

Lakes and the Mexican border. In 1860, he became superinten-

dent of the important Pewabic and Franklin copper mines in 

Houghton County. For~r in 1864-65 represented the entire 

Upper Peninsula in the Michigan Senate. About 1870 he was 

appointed chief engineer for the Portage Lake Ship Canal. 

In 1891-92 he was president of the Michigan Pioneer and 
I 

Historical Society. 

Harley McKee, reporting for the Historic American Build-

ing Survey, said St. Katherine's Chapel is not of any recog-

nized style, but rather an example of a rustic, indigenous 

craft. ( cont' d) 



"Autobiographical Sketch of John H. Forster :', Michigan l?ioneer 
Collections, XXI (1892). 

John Harris Forster, "Early Settlement of the Copper Region of 
Lake Superior", Michigan Pioneer Collections, VII (1884). 

Harley McKee, "Glimpses of Architecture in Michigan," Michigan 
History, L (1966). 
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STATE : 

STATE: 

STATE: 

Michi an Historic 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State ~ Local 0 

N•_ ti;Jlt/4~ 
Director 

Title DEPARTMENT OF NATIIRAJ. RESffiiRCES 

Date 5/8/70 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

07 • 84 ° 21 43 .. 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

L 8 1970 

Date ---------------------------------------

ATTEST: 

Date MAY 2 7 1970 
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~QU~C~r u,p~G,s., Mason. 
S'CALE: 1:62500 
DATE: 1909 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE : 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Michi an 
COUNTY 
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cc: 
Mr. Ralph MacMul.lan, Director, Department of Conservation, Stevens T. Mason 

Building, Lansing, Michigan 48926 
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(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, .lR. 

JUL 8 1970 

cc: 
Mr. Ralph l-1acMullan1 Director, Department of Conservation, Stevens 'I'. Mason 

Building, Lansing, Michigan 48926 

Duplicate letter sent to: Hon. Robert P. Griffin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. c. 
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• CHARLES ~- CHAMBERLAIN 
· SI~~ICT:-MICHIGAN 

COMMITI'EE 

W"YS "NO ME.O.NS 

Qtongrt~s of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
J)ou~e of 1\epre~entatibe~ 
Mta:~tngton, :m.«:. 20515 

May 4, 1972 

Dr. Ernest A. Connally, Director 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
Interior Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Dr. Connally: 

The enclosed letter has been received from Mr. Joe C. 
Manz, Chairman of the Building and Grounds Committee of 
St. Katherine 1 s Church, Williamston, Michigan, which 
has been designated as-a-national landmark. 

As you will see, Mr. Manz is asking whether the Church 
may be eligible for Federal funds for maintenance in view 
of its historic value. 

Thanking you for your information about this, I am 

CEC:AC 
Enclosure 

Sincerely~your~. ~ 
..... . -C"'te~-L ~. .. - \., 

Charles E. Chamberlain 
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Joe . C. Manz 

Route 2 

,. . . -

W'illiams ton, Micl;ltipG:::l n .,4J.:U, SA1c; 
• 1Dif'l•,1...-.. ~ '-i.il' ~IVItJI:.IIi.i\tf~ 

Dear Representative Chamberlain, 

. . 
This inquiry cnncerns regulations and ma·intenance, 

pertaining to .national monuments. St. Katherines's 
,. Chapel, located on N, Meridiari Rd 9 , Williamstbn, has 

been designated as such a "national monument.'' We would 

also lik~' to know if the govern~ent makes any funds avail

able to assist in the maintenance. 

Authenic restoration has been accomplished by a 

number of interested parish members, resulting ~nit's 

attraction of local people. 

Pr~s ently our problem: is · im~rov ing the heating 

p l ant ; a very important item since weekl y services are 

held in the chapel , along with wedd ings . 

Soon there will be a se~t~n liv ing f ull t ime on 

t h e premises , so the building can be more a oc essable to 

v ~s ~tors . We feel a regular sched u l e of ho urs t o a ccom
modate as many peopl e as , possi ble is desi r ab l e . 

'l'hank you for time , and f or any he l p y ou may direc t 

us t o. W~en you are in the area please vis i t St. Ka therine's. 

T.,e congregation and God welcomes you! 

. Sincere l;y , 

l ~' ;> c c / l }Cl~ v? __ 

' .-do~ Q. Manz ~ 

Bui l ding and Gr ounds Commit tee - St . Ka ther i ne's' C~urch 
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George B. Hartzog, Jr. 

FNP:CRBraxton:dlm:5·11-72 
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