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(July 1969) 

AND/ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

D District Kl Bui I ding 

D Site D Structure 

D Object 

D Public 

Iii Private 

D Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

D In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Grand Ra ids Art Association 

230 Fulton Street East 

STR 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: 

an 

STATUS 

[XI Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 

0 Preservation w 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

IXl Restricted 

D Unrestricted 

D No 

0 Comments 

() 

0 
c 
z 
-i 
-< 



0 Excell ent IXJ Good [] Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

tXJ Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved !XI Origir.al Site 

The Pike House is a frame, two-story building; its central 
mass has a gabled roOf. At first it appears to be typical 
of the doubre-wing temple type of New York structure,but 
its unusual depth makes its geometric mass quite different. 
It is fronted by a two-story pedimented Doric j::etrastyJ.e 
portico with fluted columns. There are twQ~~etiical-hip-

oofed, one-story side wings, each with Doric colonna~ 
The entrance is of the side-hall type and has a transom. 
Formerly there were fireplaces in the front and east rooms. 
Around 1920 the interior was altered to house an art museum. 
The building opened as the Gr nd Rapids Art Museum in_ l924__, 
and s~r_g.l years - later a brick addition was constructed 
at the rear enlarging the museum to five exhibition gal-
leries, an auditorium, and a sculpture court. ~ 
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Fo' m 10-300a 
(Dec. 1968) 

(Num ber all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY. NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Michi an 
COUNTY 

Kent 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (cont'd) 

Michigan Historical Commission Registered Historic 
Building No. 27. Registered February 19, 1958. 

~------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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(Check One oi- More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as A_ppro_priate) 

Aboriginal D Education 

D Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

D Historic D Indus try 

D Agriculture D Invention 

IXl Architecture D landscape 

D Art Arch itecture 

D Commerce D literature 

D Communications D Military 

D Conservation D Music 

ATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

D 
D 

D 
D 
D 

D 
D 

18th Century 

19th Century 

Political 

Religion/ Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/ Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

The Pike House was built about l844-1845 for Abram W. Pike 
who lived there until 1906. Pike was born in . 1814 and as 
a young-man~s employed by the Port Sheldon company--a 
joint-stock company of Eastern capitalists. S eculating 
in l~in the mid-1830s, the company built a lavish set­
tlement directly west of Grand Rapids, on the eastern 
shore of Lake Michigan. The speculators hoped that Port 
Sheldon would become a metropolis rivaling Detroit and St. 
Louis. To that end they erected a grand hotel, the Ottawa 
House, with six tall Doric columns. The Panic of 1837 
ended their grand dream, and by Dlj40 most of the popula""" 
tion of Port Sheldon had departed. 

Pike stayed behind as the company agent and tried for 
three years to liquidate its assets. In 1844 he moved 
permanently to Grand Rapids and built a house on Fulton 
Street with four tall Doric columns. Published accounts 
during Pike's lifetime assert that the pillars on his 
house are from the Ottawa House, although one of his 
descendants has denied that this was the case. Pike 
became a prominent Grand Rapids merchant and was active 
in municipal affairs. 

Since 1924 the Pike House has been maintained as an art 
museum by the Grand Rapids Art Association. This house is 
an outstanding example of G~~ek_Revival architecture of the 
1840s. Its location on a main thoroug are i~rand Rapids 
near the center of the business district makes it a promi­
nent landmark. 



Baxter, Albert B. History of the City of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. New York: Munsell and Company, 1891. 

Goss, Dwight. Hi story of Grand Rapids and Its Industries. 
Vol. I. Chicago: C. F. Cooper and Company, 1906. 

Hamlin, Talbot. Greek Revival Architecture in America. 
New York: Dover Publications, I nc., 1944. 

Lydens, Z. Z. (ed.) . The S·tory of Grand Rapids. Grand 
Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1966. 

(cont 'd) 
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41 85 39 

STATE: 

STATE: 

STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE : 

ORGANIZATION 

505 North 

47 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

9 S9-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclu ion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomina tion is: 

N~c3~~ 
Name -~~--~~-_:___ __________ _ 

Date --------------------

Director 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Title ------------------

Date S/S/70 
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Form 10-300a 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Michigan 
COUNTY 

Kent 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Number ell entries) 

9, Major Bibliographical References (cont'd) 

Historic American Buildings Survey. Abram W. Pike House, 
Studied April 28, 1934. 

Newcomb, Rexford. Architecture of the Old Northwest 
Territory~ Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 
1950. 

Read, Ann. Whispering Sands: A History of Port Sheldon. 
Port Sheldon: Port Sheldon Republican Party, 1966. 

Gilbert, Angie Bingham. 11 A Tale o.f Two Cities," Michigan 
Pioneer Collections, XXIX (1901) 1 322-36. 

Smithe 1 Geneva. 11 Directory of Michigan Museums, .. Michigan 
History Magazine, XIV (Summer, 1930) 1 463-530. 

Daily Enquirer & Herald (Grand Rapids). August 25, 1857, 
p. 1. 

Grand Rapids Press. October 15, 1906, p. 2. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Mapped, e(lited. and pu blished by the Geological Survey 
in cooperation with State of Mich igan agencies 

Control by USGS and USC&GS 

To pography by photogrammetric methods from aerial 
photographs taken 1965. Field checked 1967 

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grid based on Michigan coordinate system, south zone 
1000-meter Universal T ra nsverse Mercator grid ticks , 

zone 16, shown in blue 

Red ti nt indicates areas in which on ly landmark buildings are shown 

Fine red dashed lines indicate selec ted fence and fie ld lines where 
genera lly visible on aeri al photographs. This information is unchecked 

Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial photographs 
taken 1972 . This information not field checked 

Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas 

* MN 
GN 

11\" 
27 MILS o•s4' 

16 MILS 

UTM GRID AND 1972 f'.1AGNETIC NORTH 
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

' '=====<==oa=====f'============"'O=====================================il MILE 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET 
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

TH IS MAP COMPLI ES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON , D. C. 20242 
A FOLDER DESCRIBIN G TO POGRAPHI C MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQU EST 

"' 
~· 

MICHIGAn 

QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

I 

-1/,J. (} 0 ~ /• ., c/ i) 

GRAND RA PIDS WEST QUADRANGLE 
MICH IGAN - KENT CO . 

7.5 M INUT E SERIES (TOPOGRAPH IC) 

4761 

I &j 0oy y-, D 

41G1 r/~0 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Heavy-duty Light-duty 

Medium-duty... Unimproved dirt ==~~===== 

Q Interstate Route Q U. S. Route Q State Route 

GRAND RAPIDS WEST, MICH. 
N 4252.5-W8537 .5/7 .5 

1967 

PHOTOREVISED 1972 

AMS 3869 I NW - SERIES V862 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: 

1. Property broundar ies where required. 

2. North arrow . 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Michiaan 
COUNTY 
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Mr. Ralph MacMullan, Director 1 Department of Conservation, Stevens T. Mason 
Building, Lansing, Michigan lj8926 
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Press Plaza. Vandenberg Center Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

Jan. 18, 1972 

Dear S-ir, 

I am attempting to compile an accurate list o County 

buildings and sites placed on the National Register of Historic 

Sites. 

Listed belm·T are the known registered sites, their 

designations and approximate date of registry. Would you please 

send me any additions or corrections to this list. 

Please note that we have no date for the designation of the 

Ada Covered Bridge in Ada, Mich., and request that information, 

too. 

Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely, 

~ ·~ 
Liz Hyman 
historic editor 

-St. Cecilia Society I-'lusic Bldg., Grand Rapids, national site, 1/72 • 

..1 Norton Indian fiJ.ounds, Grand Rapids, national landmark, 1966. 

City Hall, Grand Rapids, national landmark, 5/69; razed 10/69. 

v Eliphalet Turner House, Grand Rapids, national site, 8/70. 

· Abram Pike House (art museum), Grand Rapids, national site, 8/70. 

Ada Covered Bridge, Ada, 

..; u--~+n~n ~;11 n;a+.~i~+.. Grand Ranids. national site, 3/71. · 

~ t 



Htsa Liz Hyman 
Historic Editor 
The Grand Repids Prtaa 
Preas Plaz-a, V Mdenberg Center 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

Dear Mba Jlyman; 

' 

FEB 2 (. .~l2. 

We a.ro pleased to reaponc1 to your inquiry of Jenu.ery 18, concerning 
those properties 1n .Mmt County which e" listed on the Nntional 
Reg13ter o:r Historic Ple:cea. .Below 1• the current list of sites 
and buildings afld their date of entry on tbe Register: 

1. Ada Covered Bridge 
2. IP~e, .1\brBm, House 
3. ~r.er He-use 
4. Heritage Hill Historic D1at.r1ct 
5. Led.ies Liten:ry Club 
6. St. Cecilia Society &tllding 
7. Levell Library 
8. !lorton Mound Group ( NHL) 1966 

2/16/70 
7/8/70 
7/8/70 
3/U/71 
10/26/71 
12/9111 
1/13/72. 

9· Grand Rapids City Hall (MIL) 5/69 (rased 10/69) 

!be first seven properties listed were added to the Weticnal 
Register Dl State nominaticna aubmitted by the State Liaison 
Officer for Historic Pres~rvation, Mr. Semuel Mil.st.ein, 
Acting Deputy Directcr-Recreaticn, Department of Neturu 
Resources, Mason Buil.Ulng, Lansing, Michigan 46926. 

'rhose marked National H1stcrie La.ndmark (NHL) were :round to 
~ of nntional significance end were so designated by the 
Secreury of the Interior. Ecclosod are brochures whic!l 
oxpll\1n the dit'ference between the Jiaticnal Regtster progre.1l 

"' ';: 
':,. 



. '-
~·· .. 

:;. , 

and the Zbti()nal H1atoric L81'ldum'k :progru. 

Dlch year in Febl'U&J'Y n ~OI:!'J.plete ~ulat1 ve listing ot all 
historic properties ~ntered in the National Register is 
published in the Federal Register. As new"' }h'operties e.re 
added, thc.7 ere published in the l>~edern1 Register the first 
Tuesday of ~ach mcnth s.s Gup;>lements. Libraries dse1gnated 
aa Federal rc~bsitorics receive the Federal negister daily; 
most major libraries are ao de&igns.ted. You may consult 

· tuture addi tiona to the National Register at one of these 
repositories, or subscribe to the Federa.l Register through 
the Government Printing Oftiee. The new cwulative list1ng 
should be in the llbxB.l•1ea shortly. 

0 

We appreeiate your interest 1n the liational Register program, 
and hope thAt you will let. us know it ve my be ot o.rtt 
further asa1stanee. 

Sincerely yours, 

II 
Bobert J •. Mullen 
Chief I Branch or 

ReSistrntion 

ec• t 
Mr • Samuel l.Ulstein Acting Deputy Director-Recreation, Depnrtmen / 

~t Natural Resour~es, Mason Building, Lansing, Michigan 4£'926 w-cy inc. 

Director, Northeast Region w-cy/ine. 
I l HR-w-cy/inc. 

SAMarusin: em BASIC Fll.E RETAINED IN HR 



GRAND RAPIDS ART MUSEUM 
230 EAST FULTON, GRAND RAPIDS , MICHIGAN 49502 (616) 459-4676 

November 29, 1974 

Mr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

The Grand Rapids Art Museum is housed in a Greek 
Revival frame house, 1844-45, formerly the Abram W. Pike 
House. I understand that the building is listed in some 
way in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
Grand Rapids Heritage Hill Association is under the im­
pression that the house is ,not l i sted separately, but only 
as part of the Heritage Hill design ation. 

The Art Museum itself did not file to be listed in 
the register and there seems to be some confusion here as 
to who initiated the action in Grand Rapids. I would 
appreciate any information you could giye me regarding the 
status of the Pike House in the National Register 

Thank you for your assistance. 

FRED A. MYERS, director 

Sincerely, 

~)jfifiN(f 
Ann G. Perry 
Intern 
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S T ly y ra 

~Sgd.) William J. Murtagh 

1 1st 

0 

cc: Dr. MaTtha Bigelow w/ c inc 

bee: Regional Director, Midwest Region w/c inc 
Director's Reading File 

~i w/c inc~ 
FNP: WR Luce:fdf~Rewritten WR Luce:fdf 12-12-74 
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Properties added to the National eg1at r of Historical P'lrules 

MICIIIGAN 

Grand Rapids Art :t-1U eum (Pike Ho e) 
'l'u:rner House ;j 

t: ... __ 

Grand Rapid , Ch1gan 
Grand pido, Michigan 


