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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pike House is a frame, two-story building; its central
mass has a gabled roof. At first it appears to be typical
of the double-wing temple type of New York structure,but
its unusual depth makes its geometric mass quite different.
It is fronted by a two-story pedimented Doric tetrastyle
portico with fluted columns. There are two symetrical hip-
foofed, one-story side wings, each with Doric colonnades.
The entrance is of the side-hall type and has a transom.
Formerly there were fireplaces in the front and east rooms.
Around 1920 the interior was altered to house an art museum.
The building opened as the Grand Rapids Art Museum in 1924,
and several years later a brick addition was constructed

at the rear enlarging the museum to five exhibition gal-
leries, an auditorium, and a sculpture court.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pike House was built about 1844-1845 for Abram W. Pike
who lived there until 1906. "Pike was born in 1814 and as
a young man was employed by the Port Sheldon company--a
joint -stock company of Eastern capitalists. Speculating
in land in the mid-1830s, the company built a lavish set-
tlement directly west of Grand Rapids, on the eastern
shore of Lake Michigan. The speculators hoped that Port
Sheldon would become a metropolis rivaling Detroit and St.
Louis. To that end they erected a grand hotel, the Ottawa
House, with six tall Doric columns. The Panic of 1837
ended their grand dream, and by 1840 most of the popula-
tion of Port Sheldon had departed.

Pike stayed behind as the company agent and tried for
three years to liquidate its assets. In 1844 he moved
permanently to Grand Rapids and built a house on Fulton
Street with four tall Doric columns. Published accounts
during Pike's lifetime assert that the pillars on his
house are from the Ottawa House, although one of his
descendants has denied that this was the case. Pike
became a prominent Grand Rapids merchant and was active
in municipal affairs.

Since 1924 the Pike House has been maintained as an art
museum by the Grand Rapids Art Association. This house is
an outstanding example of G;egk Revival architecture of the
1840s. Itslocation on a main thorouéﬁfhre in Grand Raplds
near the center of the business district makes it a promi-
nent landmark.
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JuL 17 1970 M

the Netionsl Register of Historle Places. Senstors Fuilip A. Hart

and Robert P. Griffin have also been provided with tils informetion.
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|Director, Departuent of Conservation, Stevems T. Mason Bullding, Lemsing,
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Hationsl Register is enclosed.
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Depaxrtnent of Conservation
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JUL ¥ wp

Ve are pleased to inform you thal the historic propertics listed on

the enclosure have Deen placed on the Hational Reglster of Histowle

Flaces. Cenators Pallip A. Hert and Robert P. Griffin and the

sppropriate Representntived have slso been notified. Flease withe

hold any publicity on this uniil you have yeceived a carbon copy of

the Congressional correspondence.

mclmures

Entered in the Hationsl Regtater

e
" HR

RGamble ;um

6/30/70

Sincerely yours,

(Signed)

Bmest Allen Connally
Chief, OfTice of Archeology
and Historic Dreservation

YL 8 - g7
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Froperties sdded to the Neilona) Register of Historical Pluces

MICHTCAN

£t« Eatherine's Chepel

leckley House {Chavles H.)

Romeo diztorie District

Fort Mackinac

John Johnston House

Fort Wilkius

Palsey louse

Wisnex Nouvse - -

Crand Rapids Avt Musewa {Pike House)

Brocks (inreld C.) House
ladies' Librayy Associstion Building
Honolulu House

“

-

Taznes County, Kichigen
Muskegon, Michigan

Romeo, Hichigan

Hanekinee County, Hiehigan
Esult Ste. Marie, Michigan
Copper Haxbor, Hichigsn .
Pontlae, Michigan
Fontisc, Hichigan

Crand Dapids, Mlchigan
Crand Rapldes, Michigan
Harchall, Mlchigan
Rulamazoo, Michdgan
Harshall, dichizan
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The Gi'and Rapids Press o=

Press Plaza, Vandenberg Center Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502

Jan. 18, 1972

Dear Sir,

I am attempting to compile an accurate list off Kent County

buildings and sites placed on the National Register of Historic
Sites.

Listed below are the known registered sites, their
designations and approximéte date of registry. Would you please
send me any additions or corrections to this list.

Please note that we have no date for the designation of the
Ada Covered Bridge in Ada, Mich., and request that information,
too.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

~

Liz Hyman
historic editor

.St. Cecilia Society Music Bldg., Grand Rapids, national site, 1/72s
_Norton Indian Mounds, Grand Rapids, national landmark, 1966.
City Hall, Grand Repids, national 1andmark, 5/69; razed 10/69.
~ Eliphalet Turner House, Grand Rapids, natlonal 81te, 8/70.
-Apram Pike House (art museun), Grand Rapids, national site, 8/70.
Ada Covered Bridge, Ada,

| VUi doma Hi11 Diatrint. Grand Rapids. national site, 3/71-
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Miss Liz Hymsn

Historic Editor

The Grand Rapids Press

Press Plaza, Vandenberg Center
Grand Rapids, Michigan 439502

Dear Miss Hymen;

We are pleased to respond to your inguiry of Jsnuery 18, concerning
those properties in Kent County which ere listed on the Haticnal
Register of Historic Plsces. Below is the current list of sites
end buildings and their date of entry on the Register:

1. Ades Covered Bridge 2/16/70
2. %e, Abrem, House : 7/8/70
3. ner House : 7/8/70
4, Heritage Hill Historic District 3/11/71
5. Ledles Literary Clud 10/26/71
6. St. Cecilia Society Building 12/9/71
7. Lowell Library 1/13/72
8. Hortcn Mound Croup (¥HL) 1966

9: Grand Repids City Hell (NHL) 5/69 (regzed 10/69)

The first seven properties listed were added toc the Heticnel
Register es State nominsticns submitted by the State Lisison
Officer for Historic Preservation, Mr. Semuel Milstein,
Acting Deputy Director-Recrestion, Depertment of Netural
Rescurces, Mason Building, Lansing, Michigen 45926.

Those marked Nationel Histcrie Lendmerk (KHL) were found to
be of naticonal significznce end were go designated by the
Secretery of the Interior. Enclcsed are brochures which
explain the difference between the Naticnal Register progrem



and the Nutional Historic Lendoark program.

Each year in Februsry a cozplete cuzulative listing of all
historic properties entered in the lationsl Reglister is
published in the Federal Register. As new Properties sre
added, they ere published in the Federal Register the first
Tueeday of each wmonth as supplements. Librories designated
a8 Federal repositories receive the Federal Register daily;
post major libreries sre so designated. You nay consult
future additions to the Kationsl Register at one of these
repositories, or subscribe to the Federal Hegister ithrough
the CGovernment Printing Office. The nev cumulative listing
should be in the libraries shortly.

Ve appreciate your interest in the National Register program,
and hope that you will let us know if ve may be of any
further assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Robert J. Mullen
Chief, Branch of
Registration

Enclosures

ces
-Recreation, Department
Mr. Semuel Milstein, Acting Deputy Director s ¥ 1
of Haturel Resourc’:es, Mason Building, Lansing, Michigsn 49926 w cy/im:

Director, Northeast Region w-cy/inc.

G_g::-cy/inc.
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GRAND RAPIDS ART MUSEUM X

230 EAST FULTON, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502 - (616) 459-4676

November 29, 1974

Mr,., William J. Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

The Grand Rapids Art Museum is housed in a Greek
Revival frame house, 1844-45, formerly the Abram W. Pike
House. I understand that the building is listed in some
way in the National Register of Historic Places. The
Grand Rapids Heritage Hill Association is under the im-
pression that the house is-not listed separately, but only
as part of the Heritage Hill designation.

The Art Museum itself did not file to be listed in
the register and there seems to be some confusion here as
to who initiated the action in Grand Rapids. I would
appreciate any information you could giwve me regarding the
status of the Pike House in the National Register

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,
GrrH frv

Ann G. Perry
Intern

FRED A. MYERS, director
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Ms. Amn C. Perry \]V\W Q‘Q
Grand Rapids Art Museum

230 Iast Fultom

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502

Dear lis. Perry:
Thank you for your letter concerning the Crand Rapids Art Museum,
The Art Museun was listed individually on the National Register
of Historic Places em July 8, 1970. All nominations to the Register
are submitted by the apprepriate State Historie Preservation Officer.
We are enclosing a leaflet describing the Natiomal Register program
and the criteria for nominations. If you have additional questions
concerning the nomination, you may wish to consult the Michigan
State Histeoric Preservation Officer, Dr. Martha Bigelow, Director,
Nichigan History Division, Department of State, Lansing, Michigam 43918,
We appreciate your interest in historiec preservation.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) William J. Murtagh

William J, Murtagh

¥eeper of the National Register
Hnclosure
ec: Dr. Martha Bigelow w/c ine

bece: Regional Director, Midwest Region w/e inec
Director's Reading File

DI
PR w/c inc
FNP: WR Luce:fdf Rewritten WR Luce:fdf 12-12-74
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Properties added to the Netional Register of Historical Flaces

MICEI0AN
wm:mm(mkeamj Grand Repids, Michigan
Turner House / Grand Rapids, Michigan
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