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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE x._EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

X...UNALTERED 

_ALTERED _MOVED DATE __ _ 

_ UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Sawyer House is an excellent example of a fashionable Italian 
Villa Style residence. Its basic unit is square with a hipped roof 
topped by a glazed belvedere. The projecting overhang is supported 
by evenly spaced brackets with elaborate paired brackets at the 
corners. The main (north) facade is divided into three bays. 
Paired windows in each bay are framed with a flat architrave spanning 
both apertures. The double front door opening is similarly framed 
with a flat architrave. A one story ve+anda extends across the front 
of the "-house ~-l· gupported "by ··elaborately ~dettaLled ·; pair~d~ - square '·
columns and topped with a wrought iron· balustraa.e; The north 'roof 
eave line is br9ken by a half-round arch which rises above a pair 
of round-headed windows, while molded brick chimneys flank gabled · 
dormers on the east and west roof planes>:;- · 

An L shaped wing extends 
has a gabled roof with a 
simple paired brackets. 
laid in common bond with 
the main unit supports a 
effect is one of stately 

1J., ........ ..... -: 

to the south of the main unit. This wing 
steep pitch and the overhang is supported 
The building is constructed of red brick 
rusticated quoins. The east elevation of 
characteristic bay window. The overall 
elegance. 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFrCANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 
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_ 1700-1799 __ART _ ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _ THEATER 

X 1800-1899 _ COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

_1 900- _ COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT _ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_I NVENTION 

<'.1 i [. [._.., )'" ·:'-_} :: 

SPECIFIC DATES 1873 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Saywer House in Monroe, Michigan is .significant _as _an outstanding 
example of - Italian :· Vill~ Style . arch.lr tecture and as -- the :r;e:sidence ·-of a · 
leader ±n the field -of modern medicine. 

- ---t-1\JI~ :) ,-, -

This house was built by Dr. Alfred Issac Sawyer, one of the pioneers in 
the developm~.nt and popularization of :homeopathy. Dr. ,sawyer moved ._ tg 
Monroe, Michigan in 1857. He established a medical practice and was 
active in the Masons. He attempted in 1866 to establish a chair of 
homeopathy in the medical department at the University of Michigan. After 
lobbying with the legislature and fighting with the University's trustees 
for ten years, he finally succeeded __ in creating a department of homeopathy 
at the University. Eventually a homeopathic hospital was added to the 
facilities. Homeopathy was only one of many theories of medicine being 
debated during the nineteenth century. By 1900, however, homeopathy had 
won many adherents and developed as the foundation of modern medical 
science. Dr. Sawyer was an American delegate to the International 
Homeopathic Congress in London in 1881 and was elected president of the 
National Institute of Homeopathy in 1889. 

In addition to his medical work, Dr. Sawyer played an active role in 
community affairs, serving as mayor of Monroe in 1869, 187~ and 1878; he 
also served on the school board for nine years. Dr. Sawyer and his family 
originally lived in the Navarre House, a two story, five bay, log 
structure erected by Francois Navarre, the first white settler in Monroe 
County. In 1870, Dr. Sawyer demolished the Navarre House to make room 
for a new house he wanted to build on the site. In October, 1873 he moved 
his family into the beautiful Italian Villa that had been erected on the 
site of the earliest settlement in the county. 

His daughter, Jennie Sawyer lived in the house until her death in 1948. She 
had, however, ten years previously, sold the house to the City of Monroe 
for a monthly pension on the condition that she be allowed to live in the 
rear apartment. The Monroe Chapter of the Red Cross utilized other portions 
of the house as a headquarters. The house continued to be used by the Red 
Cross, the Camp Fire Girls, and the Monroe County Historical Society Museum 
until 1973. The City of Monroe is restoring the house for use as a 
community facility. 

Architecturally the house is significant as the finest example of 
Italian Villa Style architecture in Monroe County and one of the best 
in Michigan. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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The Sawyer House is bounded on the north by Front Street, on the 
east by Wadsworth Street, on the south by Humphrey Street, and on 
the west by residential properties fronting on Scott Street. 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F S TAT E 

R I C H A R D H. A U S T I N SECRETARY OF STATE 

April 20, 1977 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, ARCHIVES, 
HISTORIC SITES, AND PUBLICATIONS 
3423 N . Logan Street 
517-373.0510 

STATE MUSEUM 
505 N. Washington Avenue 
517-373.0515 

NOV 2 3 1977 

Enclosed for your review is a National Register nomination 
prepared by the Michigan History Division of the Michigan 
Department of State: 

The Sawyer House, Monroe, Monroe County. 

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination. 

Sincerely, 

?/ 7~ /;1. l?(j/rrv-
Martha M. Bigelow 
Director, Michigan History Division 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB/REM/pr 

enc. 

MH-69 ~11 



CITY OF MONROE 
MICHIGAN 

120 SOUTH MACOMB 
Community Development 48161 

(313) 241-5726 

May 2, 1977 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
u.s. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

SUBJECT: The Sawyer House 
City of Monroe, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your letter of April 29, 1977, regarding the Tax Reform 
Act of 1976 and for the leaflet, "Criteria for Evalua
tion," for our property which is being considered for 
inclusion in the National Register. 

The city of Monroe has worked closely with the State of 
Michigan's Historic Preservation Officer on the Sawyer 
House. and I would like to reaffirm that this pr;perty 
meets the criteria for evaluation as delineated in your 
brochure. 

I hope that the review pending in your office on the 
Sawyer House will be favorable. Again, thank you for 
this information. 

Respectfully, 

' I 

DATf REt'D $ } 5 h J 
--~~.=r,~L--------

~~I~u 
Director of Planning 

--- INDIVrDUAL RESPONSE (ATTACH~ 

JRI:dml --- INFORMATIVE MATERIAL SENT 

--- TELEPHONE CAll (ATTACHED) 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE :HICHIG.AN 
., 

< 

Date Entered NOV 2 :3 1977 

Name 

State House of Correction and Branch 
Prison 

( Sa't;·y~r House 

Ron. Donald W. Riegle, Jr. 
Hon. Robert P. Griffin 
Hon. Philip E. Ruppe 
Hon. Carl D. Pursell 

Also Notified 

Regional Director, Midwest Region 

~ Mott/js 11/29/77 

Location 

Marquette 
Marquette County 

Monroe 
!-lonroe County 

·.·. 

,. : 

' . 
! 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. Martha M. Bigelow 
Director, t11chigan History DiviDion 
Department of State 
Lantain31 Z.Iichigan 48918 
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