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1. Name 

historic Williams-Cole House 

and or common Cole Farmhouse 

2. Location 

street & number 6810 Newburg Road NL..A_ not for publication 

city, town Vern~n_T_o_wn_s_hi~· P.__ ______ -X-__ v_ic_in_it-=-y_o_f _Dur __ a_n_d ______________ _ 

state Michigan code 026 county Shiawassee 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
__ll bullding(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 

Nl.A_ in process 
N./JL being considered 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
__X__ yes: restricted 
- ·-yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. and Mrs. Roy Chrisinske 

street & number 6810 Newburg Road 

Present Use 
_x_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

code 155 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Durand __X__ vicinity of state Michigan 48439 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds 

street & number Shiawassee County Courthouse -

city, town Corunna state Michigan 48817 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Michigan State Inventory 

title of Historic Properties has this property been determined eligible? _ yes _x_ no 

date Survey conducted 1979-1982 _ federal _ state ll_ county _ local 
-------------------------------

depository tor survey records Bureau of History, Michigan Department of State 

city, town Lansing state Michigan 48918 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
lLgood 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
X original site 
_ moved date .11J.A_ _______ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Williams-cole House is located west of the Ci-cy of Duraoo in rural Vernon TONnship, ShiaNassee 
Counzy. Believed to have reen ooilt in 1854, the north-facing, wood-fraJred aoo -sheathed famtlouse reflects 
Greek Revival s-cyling in its sytr~TE'bical rmssing of a '1:\1/o-story, gable-roofed center section flali<ed by 
single-story wings to east, ~t.~est, aoo south; its trabeated cbors an1 windG~s with wide, heavily rrol<Ed 
surrounds; and its rrol<Ed-edge frieze with grille-covered fascia wirx!Ods. Enriching this staid, Greek 
Revival fanmouse, hoNever, is a sprightly overlay of Car,Jenter Gothic resign elerrents including board-aoo
batten siding nOd painted white, decorative wood bargeboards, aoo wood rrolding tracery 11 capS11 over each of 
the center section's windOds that create a pretended Gothic-arch appearance. Inside, the l'1cxre has reen 
extensively rrodernized although sare of its floor plan, roan uses, an1 wocx:Work rem.in. None of the origi
na 1 fann outbui 1 dings have survived. 

Vernon Totmship is located on the eastern counzy line of ShiaNassee Counzy in southcentral Michigan. 
The t.c:PNnship has a gently rolling laooscape and rem.ins an agricultural area; wheat aoo corn are staple pro
ducts tomy. The Ci-cy of Duraoo is centrally located in the t.c:PNnship aoo, due to its grOdth, has fostered 
the construction of housing subdivisions along Newburg, a rmin eas~st road, aoo Duraoo, a rmin north
south road, that intersect in cb..mt.c:PNn Duraoo. The Williams-Gale House staoos roughly two miles ~t.~est of 
this rmin intersection, facing north onto Ne...~burg Road. The pr~er-cy rmintains its fann appearance with the 
house set back fran the road, net~ fann buildings clustered around it, aoo ~en agricultural laoo on all 
sides. · 

The Williams-cole House, built circa 1854, is a two-story, wood-fraJred aoo board-aoo-batten-sheathed, 
gable-roofed bui 1 ding with single story, gable-roofed \'lings attached to the east, ~t.~est, aoo south facades. 
The lure rreasures sevenzy feet in width and nine-cy-five feet in length. It reflects an unusual blending of 
Greek Revival rmssing aoo overall fonmli-cy with a fanciful overlay of Car,Jenter Gothic finishes aoo orna
rrentation. It is this application of architectural detailing of one swle over another that rmkes the 
Williams-cole House sean raTriniscent of sare early- to mid-nineteenth-century churches, lures, aoo carriage 
houses found in coastal Net~ Englaoo fran southeastern Massachusetts to central t1aine. 

The front facade reflects best the interesting blending of s-cyles in the Williams-cole House. Seen fran 
a distance, it looks to be a traditional Greek Revival lure as seen elsewhere in Michigan. The facade 
inclu<Es three bays, the center projecting bay being two stories in height aoo the two flali<ing bays being 
one story in height an1 staooing recessed. The fenestration is balanced. At the center bay's first floor 
level, a cbor stands to the right of two six-over-six cbuble-hung sash held in wide, rrol<Ed-edge, wood 
enfr~nts aoo black-painted wood srutters. The cbor' s enfranarent is purely Greek Revival in inspiration 
and includes transan and si<Elights, squared pilasters, aoo full entablature. At the secooo-story level, 
two rrore six-over-six, sruttered sash windG~s staoo balanced in the gable eoo. The flali<ing bays to east 
aoo \>Jest are similar to each other with centered cbors an1 flali<ing sash all in sirrple, trabeated, rrolded
edge enfranarents. Also capped by gable roofs, the bays present their eaveslines to the street aoo both 
include sl~e-roofed porches supported by squared colunns. The three bays staoo upon a foundation of field
aoo cobblestones and are connected at the eavesline with a wide, rrolded-edge frieze including grille-covered 
fascia windG~s. 

When vioong the Williams-Gale House's front facade at close range, hoNever, it becares apparent tnJ 
lll.lch the lure also reflects Car,Jenter Gothic swling. The white-painted building is sheathed in narrG~, 
board-and-batten siding. ftbove each windOd of the central bay are wood nnlding tracery 11capS11 that provide 
a preteoo Gothic-arch appearance. And at the eaveslines of the porches aoo roofs, decorative wood barge
boards add yet another fanciful Gothic touch to thisvthoroughly Greek Revival famtJouse. 

o+k-. .. wi~l:. 
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The c.Etailing of the front facade contirues on all the other facades of the ~- On the side arrl back 
facades of the east arrl west wings arrl on all facades of the third, single-suny wing attached to the south 
face of the ~' the saJre siding, sash arrl door enfrarrerrents, arrl eavesline c.Etailing are seen. Only the 
Gothi c-i nspi red wi ndOd caps arrl the grilles over the fasci a wi rrlOds are mi ssi ng. Two sm. ll pordl addi ti ons 
have reen rrade to the ~' one near both of the back intersections of the wings with the ~·s tHo-story 
center section. Each addition is srall and single-s1Dried, clad in board-and-batten siding, arrl capped by a 
slq:>e-roof. A single-story garage is attached to the south facade of the south wing. Its size, height, 
roof profile, arrl rrarHTB.de board-arrl-batten sheathing rrake it carplarentary to the house; its position at 
the back k~ s it out of vi 611 fran the s1Teet. 

Inside, the ~ has reen repeatedly rroc.Ernized over the years. The front door of the ~· s center 
section q:>ens onto a hallway arrl a stair that leads to tHo rectroans in the upper level. A front parlor that 
nOd serves as the living roan starrls to the east of the entry; south of the front parlor stands a back 
parlor that no.-~ is used as the dining roan. Fran this center section, doors lead into the east wing that 
nOd includes one, large, original bedroan; into the west wing that once also was a ooctroan rut no.-~ includes 
a srall livingroan, kitchen, bedroan, and ooth; arrl into the south wing that includes a oottroan and q:>en 
kitchen arrl family roan area in what once was sirrply the kitchen. The floor plan arrl roan uses have reen so 
altered over the years that reyorrl the front arrl oock parlors, it is difficult to cetenrrine hOd the interior 
spaces were arrarYjed or used in the past. MocErnization has reen so carplete that only a few of the wide, 
heavily rrolc.Ed door enfrarrerrents arrl panelled cbors ramin as reflections of the ~·s early appearance. 

In spite of interior alterations, the Willians-cole House ramins a significant fea1llre of Shia-~assee 
Coonzy's rural landscape recause of its unust.al analgmation of GreG< Revival arrl Carpenter Gothic ardlitec
ture. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-- 140~1499 

_ 150~1599 

_ 160~1699 

_ 170~1799 

~-180~1899 
- - 190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
----· archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ ____ landscape architecture ____ religion 
-·- archeology-historic _ -·- conservation ____ law __ science 
_ _ agriculture ___ economics ____ literature ___ sculpture 
_x__ architecture ____ education ___ military __ social! 
___ art . _ -· engineering ___ music humanitarian 

··-- commerce ____ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater 
__ communications ·---·- industry __ politics/government _ transportation 

____ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Built: circa 1854 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Williams-cole House is significant for its bleooing of Greek Revival aoo Carpenter Gothic szyling. 
Built circa 1854, the Vernon To.-mship lure is architecturally uniqt.e in Shicwassee County aoo t.musual for 
the state of Michigan. 

Be-tween 1979 aoo 1983, the Michigan Bureau of His1Dry in coq:>eration first with the Shicwassee Counzy 
Library Systan aoo then with the GLS Region V Planning aoo Develq:>nent Coomission carpleted reconnaissance 
1 eve 1, grant-i n-ai d-ft.mded survey in Shi cwassee County. Assessnent activities coooucted after the survey 
iooicated that whereas Greek Revival lures can be found both in settlenent aoo out-counzy areas aoo at least 
one Gothic-influenced residence staoos in each rrajor camunizy, the bleooing of Greek Revival aoo Carpenter 
Gothic szyling in the Williams-cole House rrakes it t.miqt.e in Shicwassee County aoo unusual for Michigan. 
Dte to its inportance within the state context of architecture in Michigan bet-1een 1600 aoo 1945, the lure 
becaJre the subject of grant-in-aid-funded intensive level research aoo National Register evaluation in 1984. 
While the lure claims interesting associations with peq:>le such as Benjamin aoo Daniel Hilliams, founders of 
Owosso, and Hilliarn N. and William H. Cole, fanrers, nerchants, and elected officials in Vernon To.-mship, 
the associations are not clear or strong enough to place the hone within a111 additional contexts. Thus, the 
Williams-cole House is a residential prq:>erty zype within the state context of architecture only aoo neets 
National Register selection criterion c. 

Although the significance of the Williams-cole House stans fran its unusual architecture, its his1Dry 
stills warrants revie.-~. In Jaruary of 1836, Levi Frost aoo Daniel Tuttle becane the first recorded o.-mers 
of the prq:>erty on which the Williams-cole House later would staOO. In 11-10 years, I'K:wever, Benjamin 0. 
Williams purchased the laoo. Williams is well kncwn as a large landhol<Er in Shicwassee Counzy rut is 
better rarerrbered as the founder of Owosso, 1Ddey the counzy' s largest camuni zy. Benjamin aoo his brother, 
Alfred L. Williams, settled Owosso in the early 1830s. They seened to have a vision for their net~ to.<m. 
While Alfred sta,yed in the settlenent aoo rranaged its day-~ <Evelq:>nent, Benjamin travelled to Ne.-~ 

· Englaoo aoo his lure state of Ne.-~ York to fioo aoo recruit only the worthiest aoo nnst skilled peq:>le 1D 
pq:>ulate it. Apparently, the brothers had witrlessed other sections of the Michigan Terri1Dry being 
purchased by speculators aoo exploited by so-called settlers who did not sta,y. They wanted 1D introduce 
stabilizy aoo qualizy fran the beginning aoo seened to succeed by having as their first residents Elias 
Cans1Dck, a teacher fran Connecticut, Daniel Ball, a Ne.-~ York wil<Er, Dr. John Barnes, a graduate of 
Arrtlerst College, aoo the rrulti-talented, Ned York-born Gould Brothers -Daniel, Jllros, Ebenezer, aoo David. 

Daniel t~illiams, Benjamin's son, assisted his father in <Evelq:>ing Owosso beginning in the 1850s. The 
arrival of the railroads in 1856 brought an influx of l1ed citizens aoo ideas 1D Owosso aoo seened to launch 
an t.musual l'liiTber of l1ed wood-based rrarufacturing enterprises including the Woodard Furniture aoo Casket 
CoopaJ11, the Estey Furniture Factory, and the Robbins Table CoopaJ11. Rather than focusing exclusively on 
wortllY ne.-1 settlers for Owosso, Daniel also focused on fiooing skilled worknen for the factories, sources of 
rraterials aoo carponent parts, aoo rail lirts aoo rrarkets for finished products. lllniel was a strer'ld aoo 
prosperous young busi nessrran who travelled a 11 over the East Coast aoo, no c.bubt, was exposed to <Esi gn 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ,:Z. •. _,S''"'"a ..... c..._r,_e...,_s _ __ _ 
Quadrangle name Corunna Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
UT M References 

A ILL§] l714,2l4,3,ol l4,7l514l8,5,ol ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ 1~~~~~~1 ~I~~~~ oLLJ I I I I 
E LLJ I I I ~I ..L.-L..-'--4.~ .... F l_U I I I I 
G LLJ I I I .__I ~......__.. ........ ~ H l._tj I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Continuation Sheet 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state N I A code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
1) Diana D. Moran, Regional Planner 

name/title 2) Janet L. Kreger, Historic Preservation Coordina~t"-"o,_,.r~-------------
1) GLS Region V Planning and Development Commission 1) 8/84 

organlzatlon 2) Bureau of History/Mich.Dept. of State date 2) 8/86 
1) 313-234-0340 1) G-3425 W. Bristol Rd., Suite 239 

street & number 2) 208 N. Capitol Ave. - 3rd floor telephone 2) 517-33 5-2=7'--=2=9 ____ _ 
1) Flint 1) 48507 

city or town 2) Lansing state Michigan 2) 48918 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the c.lle•ia and P'ocedu .. s set forth by ~he National Pa<k Sa"'lce· ~ ((/. ~ 

S- Historic p....,.atlon Office• signatu.. d ~ 
tltle Director. Bureau of Hjstgry date ~ ~ /f'J.t 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included In th~l!~lonal Register 

? ~ ... ,orcd in the' 
V'-<!Y?,..--:7. -y<:r<. ~t, t. .. !- ! . ~. j];'l. date 

ChiefdRegistratlon 
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trerxis in art aoo ardlitecture that influenced his tastes. htlen he purdlased the Vernon TOiffiship prq:>erty 
fran his father in 1854, it seans logical to oolieve that he oovelq:>ed it with a hare strorYJlY reflectirYJ 
mid-nineteenth-century, coastal Ne.-~ Englarxt oosign influences arxt sold it at a profit less than "two years 
later. This assertion is further supported by the fact that a hare is mmtioned for the first tine in the 
title "transfer of 1855 arxt that oo"tween 1855 arxt 1876, the prq:>erty dlarYJed harxis ten tines with little 
chance for hare oove 1 q:>nent by ary Odfler less prosperrus than Dani e 1 Willi ans. 

William N. Cole purdlased the prq:>erty in 1876 arxt began a thirty-"two year family involverrent with the 
hare. Cole was a native of BrOdflville, Jefferson Coont;y, Ned York; laura Bunce, his wife, had been an 
orphan raised by an uncle who vas an early settler in St. Clair Coont;y, Michigan; a platter of Port Huron 
arxt Pontiac, Michigan; arxt a St. Clair Coont;y jud~. The yoong coople resided first in BrOdnville arxt had 
their "two dlildren, Willian H. arxt Hattie. Pemaps oocause of his wife's familiarizy with Michigan, 
ho.<~ever, the Cole Family am grated to Shia-~assee Coont;y in 1867, first nade their hare on irrproved larxt near 
Corunna in Galedonia TOiffiship, arxt finally purdlased the eighzy-acre Hilliams hare aoo fannstead arxt 240 
additional acres of fannlarxt in near'Qy Vernon TOdflship. William Cole fanred the prq:>erty for over tdent;y
five years. 

In 1894, 0/ffiership of the fann "transferred to William H. Cole, William N. Cole's only son. Willian had 
been born in BrOdflville, Jefferson Coont;y, Ned York on July 25, 1843. He attended the coont;y' s district 
school arxt, follONing graduation, spent one winter at the acaclerrrt in Fort Covington, Ne.-1 York. He joined 
the amy in 1863, volunteering in the Tenth Ne.-~ York Heavy Artillery, Carpary I. He was nustered in at 
Sackett's Harbor arxt joined the Amy of the Potam.c under Sheridan. Cole served for "two years until July of 
1865 when, follONing the Battle of the Benruda Hundred, a battle in which one-third of his crnrades were 
lost, he \'Jas nustered oot of service. Cole narried Mary Jones of BrOdnville, Ned York in 1865, arxt in 1866, 
rroved with his wife to Oska 1 oosa, IONa arxt famed for "two years. Duri rYJ that period, Willi ern's father llDVed 
to Michigan arxt in 1868, the yoong ~teran purdlased arxillDved onto eight;y acres of Michigan fannlarxt within 
the corporation limits of Corunna. 

After 1875, hONever, William H. drifted at~ay fran agriculture arxt into camercial pursuits arxl public 
service. First, he OOgan raising livestock arxt then llDVed into the nanagarent of a narket in Corunna; he 
entered arxt left livery businesses on "two occasions arxt in April of 1891, purdlased a dry goods, grocery, 
arxt notions stq:>. During the tine Cole was invol~d in these Corunna enterprises, he entered ptblic service 
first by serving as Shiat~assee Coont;y Under-Sheriff arxt then, in the Fall of 1884, ooing elected Coont;y 
Sheriff on the Derrocratic ticket; he was reelected several tines arxt served as Sheriff until 1909. Cole was 
a oolegate to count;y aoo State Derrocratic conventions, was a Knight Tarplar arxt oolorYJed to Corunna's 
Knights of Honor, arxt again oocarre involved in agriculture when in 1894, his father "transferred title of the 
Vernon TOiffiship fann arxt hare to him. He continued to fann the prq:>erty until 1900 when he retired arxt 
slONly withdre.-1 fran nary of his activities. 

The Williams-Gale Hoose passed throogh several harxis oofore OOirYJ purdlased in 1929 by the father of the 
present 0/ffier. Since 1970, the present 0/ffier arxt his wife have naintained the hare, ~rnizing the 
interior but taking care to safeguard the exterior's unusual appearance. Still part of an active fann, the 
Williams-Gale Hoose rarains today a distinctive feature of the Shia-~assee Coont;y agricultural larxiscape. 
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10. Verbal Boundary Description ( l"oee ;::;, Below ) 

~; #! - .- . -. ·- - ··- .. ·-~- · .. --·-·. __ .., -···-···· 9 fli I ~~I 1qEJ4t cr se;ctwn 19 wr Yw :f I ip SlljW'i$M e••tllb', ····-· -----· ··-"·~-~ .............. . .. .._. .. _ .. _ ..... --··-·-- ... ·-· .. •• • •-••n••~-~••• ...... ~ --- .. , ......... . 
I ' 

Justification 

The prqJerty is that portion of a larger fannstead irmediately associated with the Williams~le House. 

AENR8624G\ AENR8624<F.: 

The property begins at a point 200 meters west of the southwest 
corner of the intersection of Vernon and Newburg Roads, and thence 
forms a square running west 100 meters along the south side of 
Newburg, south 100 meters, east 100 meters, and north 100 meters 
to the point of the beginning. 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 
0 fair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

Dyes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Check one 

0 original site 

0 moved date---------



8. Significance 
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UTM References 
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11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
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national state 
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title 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

October 22, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Supervisory Historian 
National Register of Historic Places Branch 
Interagency Resource Management Division 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull : 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

BUREAU OF HISTORY 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373·0510 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517-373·0512 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373·3559 

Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination materials for 
the Williams-Cole House in Vernon Township, Michigan. I certify that the 
intent-to-nominate notification requirements have been fulfilled. This 
property is being submitted for listing in the National Register. No 
notarized statements of objection or written comments concerning this nomi
nation were submitted to us prior to the submission of this nomination to 
you. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Janet L. Kreger 
(517/335-2729). 

Sincerely, 

7rJa.,iZ/C. 

Martha M. Bigelow 
Director, Bureau of History 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB/ROC/sl 

enc. 

NOV 4 \986 


