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1. Name 

historic [lienry w. !~use 
and/or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 233 South Main Street 

city, town Plymouth It/A vicinity of 

state Michigan code 026 county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
_ district _ public ~occupied 

_x_ building(s) ___x_ private _ unoccupied 
_ structure _ both _ work in progress 
_ site Public Acquisition Accessible 
_ object _ in process _ yes: restricted 

_ being considered ____x_ yes: unrestricted 
N/A _ no 

4. Owner of Property 

congressional district 

Wayne 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_x_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

name Baker House Limited, Michigan Co-Partnership 

street & number 233 South Main Street 

N/ A not for publication 

2 

code 163 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

c ity, town Plymouth, __ : __ N/A vicinity of state Michigan 

5 . Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wayne county Records 

street & number City-County Building 

city, town Detroit state Michigan 48226 

6 . Representation in Existing Surveys 
Historic Sit®s x 

title Michigan State Regis·ter of lias tt'i1s pr perty been determined elegible? _ yes no 

date 1980 _ federal _x___ state county local 

depository for survey records 
Michigan History Division, Dept. of State 

Lansing, Micl;ligan 4 8 918 
city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
_x_ good 
_ fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ ruins 
_ unexposed 

Check one Check one 
_ unaltered _x_ original site 
x_ altered _ moved date ___________ _ 
Tmver removed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Henry w. Baker House is located about two blocks north of downtown 
Plymouth on one of the town's principal thoroughfares. The sur­
rounding area was once one of the town's finest residential areas 
built-up with fine houses constructed between 1860 and 1920 sited back 
from the street on large, well-landscaped lots. Today all of the 
houses have been converted to commercial or office use. 

The Baker house is a brick, two-story, mansard-roofed house of fanciful 
Italianate design with cut stone foundations. It is asymmetrical and 
consists of a rectangular two-story front section articulated with 
bay windows, porches, and gables with a one-and-a-half-story, mansard­
roofed kitchen wing extending to the rear. Various structures have 
been adjoined· t<;> the ba~k . of the ki.tche,n wing including an old. board-:­
and-ba.tten carriag~ shed ' and a. tw.o.-stal t , - flat:-.roofed, conch·et"E:~ block 
garage. A clapboarde~ stair enc:l;.psure ' is cant.t~~vered'. : frpm 'the second 
floor of the kitchen wing over the roof of the carriage shed. · ' 

The facade of the house and the south elevation are the most elaborately 
articulated. The two-bay, sidehall plan facade contains a double-
door entrance sheltered by a small porch with chamfered, incised posts 
and an elaborate modillion cornice. The segmentally-arched door head 
is enframed by a brick hood mould. Over the .porch at the sedond floor 
level is an attenuated window with a wide panelled surround terminating 
in a gabled pediment that breaks through the bracketed eaves cornice 
of the house and extends into the mansard roof. 

Balancing the door and- pedimented window on the facade is a canted, 
wooden, bay window with -a mod.illion cornice surmo-qnted by .a pa,ired 
window with a wide surround terminating in a boldly-profiled bracketed 
cap. Above this window, a tall flaring gable carri,es the brick walls 
above the mansard roof to a small, flat deck, which ·origi-nally sup­
ported an elaborate, wooden, two-tier, pagoda-like tower. In the 
center of the gable, which is outlined by lacy, pierced bargeboards, 
is an ocular window with a keystone-enriched surround. 

The south elevation contains a sideporch, originally similar to the 
front porch, but now enclosed with glazing, which abuts a canted, two­
story, brick bay window. The windows on the first floor have brack­
eted caps while the second-story window is treated in the same manner 
as the window over the front porch, with a pediment that breaks 
through the eaves cornice into the mansard roof. The low, mansard 
roof of the kitchen wing is broken by an ocular dormer with a broad 
metal surround made to resemble resticated masonry. 

The interior of the Baker House is divided into four rooms on each 
of the first and second floors with the attic unfinished. The only 
architecturally enriched spaces remaining in their original state 
are the front and rear parlors, stair hall and bedrooms. 
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The front hall extends about half the width of the dwelling and contains 
a fine curving staircase with turned balusters and a molded handrail. 
At the ceiling are bold Tuscan-profiled, moldings. The wide molded 
architraves and panelled doors are made of fine hardwoods. Recently 
a black-and-white marble tile floor was installed. 

The front parlor adjoins the hall through a pair of panelled double 
doors. It is trimmed in boldly profiled butternut mouldings and has 
a gilded cornice. The original mantel is a very elaborate, Eastlake­
influenced, gilded and simulated marble piece fitted with a painted 
cast-iron firebox cover and complete with the original brass piping 
and pierced fender. The original polychrome tile hearth is also 
intact. Panelled pocket-doors lead into the rear parlor. 

The back parlor is a simply finished room with a bay window and gilded 
plaster ceiling moldings. Another room behind the front hall was 
probably originally used as the dining room. This room has been 
modernized over the years and contains no architecturally significant 
or i ginal features with the exception of the door and window casings. 
The three bedrooms on the second floor are also simply finished, 
although they retain their original wood trim and five-panel doors. 
The kitchen and the room over it on the second floor have vertical, 
tongue-and-groove board wainscoting and simple woodwork. The house 
has a full cellar with exposed rubble and brick walls. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140D-1499 
_ 150D-1599 
_160D-1699 
_ 170D-1799 
x_ 180D-1899 
_190o-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
-X- architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy __ theater 
_ communications x__ industry _ politics/government __ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific date!~_ 8 7 5 Builder/ Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Henry w. Baker House is architecturally significant as a well­
preserved example of Italianate domestic architecture and historically 
significant as the home of a prominent local businessman whose company 
achieved national prominence in the late-nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. 

The Baker House is one of the more fanciful Italianate style dwellings 
in the region. Probably ba~ed upon a pattern book illustration, the. 
house became a local landmark after it was constructed 
because of the extraordinary pagoda-like tower which topped the gable. 
This feature, which was removed after 1943, is to be rebuilt by the 
present owner as part of his meticulous restoration of the structure. 
Other than the removal of the tower and a chimney stack, the house 
retains all of its elaborate exterior trim. 

Henry W. Baker (1833-1920) was the son of an upstate New York farmer 
and his wife who emigrated to Michigan and settled on a farm near 
Plymouth in 1842. Trained as a photographer, Baker established a 
photography studio with his cousin in Ypsilanti wliere he worked 
during the Civil War. Upon returning to Plymouth in 1866, he became 
a successful merchant. Eight years later he went to ·work in the 
lumber industry. · - In 1882 he founded the Plymouth Iron Windmill Company. 
Sales were slow, and in 1888 the company began to manufacture metal 
air rifles to offer as a free gift to farmers who purchased one of 
their windmills. The -guns were more popular than the windmills, and 
in 1890 the company began to manufacture the Daisy Air Rifle as their 
principal product. By 1895 the company was renamed the Daisy Manu­
facturing Company. The company grew steadily and after Chairman of 
the Board, Baker's death in 1920, his nephew Charles Bennett guided 
the firm as it grew into a major concern manufacturing 90 percent of 
the world's B-B guns from its Plymouth plant. After Bennett's death 
in 1956, the firm was sold to Clint Murchison Dallas, a Texas oil 
millionaire, who moved the business to a new facility in Rogers, 
Arkansa& where it continues in business as a major producer of air 
rifles. 

In 1875, upon his entrance into the lumber industry, Baker built the 
house on Main Street where he was to live with his wife and sister 
Anna until his death in 1920. Newspaper accounts indicate that few 
changes were made in the structure or its interior decoration until 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
"It's a Daisy". cass s. Hough, Library of congress Catalog No. 76-18629 

1976 by Daisy Division, Victor comptometer Corp., Rogers, Ark. 72736 
"The Story of Plymouth, Michigan, a Midwest Microcosm", by San Hudson 

Plymouth .Historical Society, Plymouth, Michigan 1976. 
18~0 H.W. Baker, Manager. 

10. Geographical Data ACREAGE NOT v~~:flEQ 
. ... 

Less than 1 acre Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Wayne 

UTM NOT VERJF" 
Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ 

UMT References 

A l!..i?_j ~ 19 I 61 8(+ 101 I L; 6 19 p IS I 21 q B w ·_ 'L-1 J.-1 _._I -'--'-........,1 I . I I -I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c UJI .._ ..L-1 --'---'-......... ..,11 L-..L.-1--....L......I............,__, oLU L-1 J.-1~~__,1 L-1 ~~~__, 
E LJ I I I L-1 ..L.-1--__.___. ........... __, F LLJ I I I L-1 ~~....,L,..,4,...,.j 
G LLJ I I II L-..L.-1--....1.-.-1.~~ ~ LW I I I L-1 J.-..L-~ .............. 
Verbal boundary description and justification , . . . 
All of Lot 222 of Assessor's Plymouth Plat No. 9 with the ' follow1ng ex-
ception: Part of Lot No. 222 of Assessor' s __ Plymouth Plat No. 9, as , 
rec6rded in Liber 65 of Plats, Page 7, wayhe ' county Records. · Beginning 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/ A code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title r.eslie Vollmert 

organization Michigan History Division 

street & number Department of State 

city or town Lansing, 

code 

code 

date January, 1981 

(517) 373-0510 
telephone . 

-state 
Michigan 48918 

12. _ $tate Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state ~local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation -~nd Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title~#" 
For HCRS UM on 

I hereby cert~ that this property Is Included In the National .Beats~_ 
~A- A · - <A_. _ En~ered m tna 
~ ~ _.r· :Rational Register, date 

. } ....... . 

Attest: date 
Chief of Rega.tratlon 

GP 0 938 835 
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the elderly Anna Baker sold the house in 1943. The new owners Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude Buzzard, updated its plumbing and conveniences, but other­
wise maintained the dwelling essentially as it was. The major alteration 
made during their ownership was the removal of the tower. 

Under new ownership in the 1970s the house was converted to commercial 
use. During this period changes were made in the house and it was al­
lowed to deteriorate. 

The present owner acquired the building about two years ago and has 
been meticulously restoring it to h~use his law ~practice. Current p lans 
call for a complete restoration of the exterior during 1981-82, 
inc l uding the reconstruction of the tower reusing some of the surviving 
original elements. 
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"Historical Data of Plymouth Twp., Wayne County, Michigan" by 
Mrs. Nettie L. Dibble, 1930-31 

Norma Cassady, niece of Henry Baker, Plymouth, Michigan 

2 

Plymouth Historical Museum, 155 South Main, Plymouth, Michigan 48170. 

"History of Detroit, Chronicle of Its Progress, Its Industries, Its 
Institutions, and the People of the Fair City of the Straits, Volume III." 
Lewis Publishing company, 1912, Burton Historical Collection of the 
Detroit Public Library, by Paul Leake. 
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at the Northeast corner of said Lot No. 222, running thence s. 34 
degrees 49 minutes 51 seconds West, along the East line of said Lot, 
a distance of 63.00 feet to the Southeast corner thereof, thence 
along the South line of said Lot North 53 degrees 25 minutes 33 
seconds West 99.45 feet; thence North 34 degrees 54 minutes 30 seconds 
East 63.50 feet to the North line of said Lot, thence South 53 degrees 
08 minutes 00 seconds East, 99.38 feet to the point of beginning. 
Part of Lot No. 223 of Assessor's Plymouth Plat No. 9, as recorded 
in Liber 65, Page 7 of Plats, of Wayne county Records described as 
follows: Beginning at the intersection of the North line of said 
Lot with the East line of South Main Street as shown on said Plat; 
running thence S 53 degrees 25 minutes 33 seconds East along the North 
line of said Lot, a distance of 120.00 feet; thence North 54 degrees 
40 minutes 00 seconds West, 119.95 feet to the East line of Main 
St.; thence North 34 degrees 54 minutes 30 seconds East along the East 
line of Main St., a distance of 2.60 feet to the point of beginning; 

more commonly known as 233 South Main. 
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Date _______ _______ _ 

_ see continuation sheet 

·Nomination returned for: _technical corrections cited below 
_substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 
............ 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

--,_ny--elltllble? _ ,.. _ no 

7. Description 

Clllectt- Cloecll-
- • • - - ~ _ una"e<od _ original a!'-

- fOOd _ ....... - - - - -- -- 181r _ -•poNd 
.._.. _____ .,..._., ......................... -
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·a. Significance 

._.,.,, .. _..,_,_ ....... 
summary paragraph 
(:ompleteness 

clarity 
applicable criteria 
justification of areas 
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the resource 
context 
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justification of exceptic.n 
other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

'I 0. Geographical Data 
....... IJI ........ ,.....ny _____ _ ........ _____ _ ..,. ........ _ 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
n.-... olllcel- 01- property- .... - le : --
..... - ... -·-·~ ......... .. 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

... 
_IK81 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to---------------

Signed--------------
Date _______________ _ 

Phone: 202 272-3504 

Comments for •ny Item may be continued on •n •tt•ched aheet 









HENRY W. BAKER HOUSE 
233 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Wayne county, .Mich. 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Les Vollrnert 
DATE: May, 1981 
NEGATIVE: Michigan History Division 

Dept of State 
Lansing, Mich. 48918 

VIEW: Looking east at the facade of 
the Baker House 

PHOTO: #2 of 6 





HENRY W. BAKER HOUSE 
233 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Wayne County, Michigan 

PHOTOGRAPHER; Le~ yq),J,rgefiJ, 
DATE: .May, 1981 
NEGATJVE; .Michigan Hi~to~y Diyision 

Dept. of State 
Lansing, Mich. 48918 

VIEW: Detail of the p0rch and bracketing 
on the facade of the Baker House 

PHOTO: # 3 of 6 





HENRY W. BAKER HOUSE 
233 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Wayne County, Michigan 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Les Vollmert 
DATE: May 1, 1981 
NEGATIVE: Michigan History Division 

Dept. of State 
Lansing, Mich. 48918 

VIEW: Looking east in the entrance hall 
toward the rear of the house 

PHOTO #4 of 6 





HENRY W. BAKER HOUSE 
233 South Main Street 
Plymouth, Wayne County, Michigan 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Les Vollmert 
DATE: May 1, 1981 
NEGATIVE: Michigan History Division 

Dept. of State 
Lansing, Mich. 4&918 

VIEW: Detail of the parlor doors from 
the hall 

PHOTO: #5 of 6 









MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F S TAT E 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

March 4, 1982 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 

STATE MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 

Enclosed are National Register nomination materials for the HP-nry 
Baker House in Plymouth, Michigan. I certify that the intent-to­
nominate notification requirements have been fulfilled. This 
property is being submitted for listing in the National Register. 
All waiver-of-right-to-object forms, notarized statements of 
objection, and written comments concerning this property submitted 
to us during the commenting period are enclosed. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Brian 
D. Conway, Regional Historic Preservation Coordinator (517/373-0510). 

Sincerely, 

Martha M. Bigelow, Director 
Michigan History Division 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB:ROC:mjr 

enc. 



STATE MI CHIGAN 

E d 
APR IL 22, 1982 Da t e ntere 

::aoe 

Harris Hall 

/saker , _Henry \·!. , House 

Thomas, Dr. Nat han M. , House 

Honora ble Carl D .. Pursell 
Honorable Howard E. Wolpe 
Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr. 
Honorable Carl Levin 

Midwest Reg ional Office, NPS 

~o t ified 

Loca tion 

Ann Arbor 
Washtenaw County 

Plymouth 
Wayne Cou nty 

School cra ft 
Kal ama zoo Cou nty 

State His toric Preservat i on Off i cer 
Dr. Martha Bigelow 
Di rector 
Michigan History Division 
Department of State 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 

For f urther info r mation , please call the National Reg i ster at ( 202) 272- 3504 


