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Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entrif!s - complete applicable sections) 

COMMON: 

Saints Peter and Paul Church (Roman Catholic) 

Peter and P~ul Church (Roman Catholic) 

CITY OR TOWN: • 

CATEGORY 
(Checlr One) 

0 District !Xl Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 
(X 

Public 

Privote 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Obj•ct 0 Both 0 Being Conaidered 

TV OR TOWN: 

STREET 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Park 

Pri vat• Reaidence 

Religioua 

University of Detr.oit 

McNichols 

101 City~County Building 

Detroit 

Commis.sion 

Street 

STATE 

ATE: 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (SP,flclly) 

Michigan 

Michigan 

No 

0 Commenta 

n 
0 
c 
z ... 
-< 



(Check One) 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good lee Foir 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruina 

(Check One) 

g: Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved 
OI:SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl.. PHYSICAl.. APPilAI'IANCil 

Saints Peter and Paul Jesuit Church is located on the northeast corner 
of Jefferson Avenue and St. Antoine Street. Designated by the Historic 
American Buildings Survey as an excellent example of- st-Classical Roman 
architecture, the church is constructed of brick. and painted _g-ay. The 
building is 80 feet (three bays) by 137 feet (seven bays) and is 72 feet 
high. The brick walls are divided by thin Ionic pilasters; on the front is 
a central projection pedimented above a simple attic course. Basilican in 
style, the church has a slightly projecting central front tower terminating 
in a low square cupola with thin pilasters. The stone Ionic capitals are a 
notable feature of the edifice. There is a sheet-meta -cornice, round 
ed windows, and an arched doorway framed by a pedimented Ionic frontispiece. 
There is a carved stone tympanum, narthex, three aisles covered by plaster ' 
barrel vaults, and a semi-circular apse. The original cupola has been re
placed. The tall spire originally intended to form the central motif over 
the main entrance was never completed. The church seats one thousand and 
its original cost was $30,000. A~ 

\ :) ) 

any alterations have been made to the building through the years. In 
1857 the bishop had the interior columns reduced to two-thirds of their 
ina.l size and moved the pulpit from the center of the church tb the altar 
rail. He also had the ceilings arched and decorated and replaced the old 
windows with stained glass . After the Jesuits took over in 1877, the inte
rior got a face-lifting and began to look like it does today. Frescoes of 
the Twelve Apostles were painted on the domed ceiling. The door on the St. 
Antoine side was walled up, and two doors were cut into the wall facing 
Jefferson Avenue, one on each side of the main front entrance. In 1879 a 
chime of bells costing $'Zr;1>oo was donated to the church. 

In 1882 a new side altar was installed. The church was renovated in 
1892. This consisted of new doors, floors, pews, confessionals, a heating 
system, and electric lighting. In 1908 a high Carrara marble altar of 
Renaissance design was donated to the church. The altar's marble niche 
sculptured groups, "Christ on the Cross" and "The Three Virgins." In 1916 
the present marble pulpit and communion rail and new stained glass windows 
were installed. In 1917 improvements were undertaken which included a new 
doorway at the main entrance, new marble wainscoting in the body of the 
church, a new marble altar rail, new vestibules which departed in form from 
the old and which were lined full height with marble, and replacement of 
the stained glass with commercial obscure glass. 

Even though the thick gray paint is peeling from the old stone front, 
its walls are still plumb, its noors firm, and its marble and oak look 
much as they did when they were put in place. Massive oak doors lead into 
the entry, which is blue veined white marble. The walls and pews are un
cluttered. There are four holy water fonts at the rear of the church. The 
windows are high and unobtrusive, paned with amber glass. The eight con
fessionals and choir tribune are hand-carved. 
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PERIOD (Chec:Jr One or More ae Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

AREAS 0" SIGNI,..ICANCE (Chec:Jr One or More ae Appropriate) 

A bar lglnal 0 Education 
0 Prehistoric: 0 Engineering 
0 Historic Q Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 
JOg Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 c-merce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 
0 Conservation 0 Music 

TATIEMENT OF SiGNI,..ICANCE 

0 18th Century 

cg 19th Cent.ury 

0 Political 

atJ Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

[] 20th Century 

0 Urban Plannfng 

0 Other (Spec:l,.,) 

This P!ain Roman style building is the oldest extant church in .Detroi 
that is still being used as a church, having been used as a place of wor
ship for 121 years. It had the distinction of being studied by the Hi 
American Buildings Survey team in 1934. 

The church was built during the tenure of Bishop Peter Paul Lefevre 
to serve as the Cathedral of the Detroit Diocese. Shortly after his con
secration, Bishop Lefevre found himself in the embarassing situation of 
trying to solve the financial difficulties his predecessor had incurred 
with the Corporation of St. Anne. He did so by rigid economy and subsidie 
from the German and French missionary societies. His experiences with the 
Corporation resulted in his determination not to be subject to lay control 
during his tenure as Bishop. Hence, he purchased a plot of ground on the 
northeast corner of Jefferson Avenue and St. Antoine Street and began the 
erection of a church and residence that would be completely free of lay 
control. 

The church was designed by Francis Letourneau and Peter Kindenkens. 
Letourneau, a "boss builder" in Detroit in the 1830s, was a native of Mt. 
Clemens. He moved to Detroit in 1812 to learn the carpentry trade and to 
study architecture. He built the wooden dwelling of Thomas Palmer, which 
was &t that time considered the best house in the city. He also built the 
Michigan Exchange Hotel , steamboats, several lighthouses, and 
the building of Ft •. Wayne. 

Peter Kindenkens was a seminarian from the Diocese of Ghent, Belgium. 
Bishop Lefevre ordained him in September, 1842, and made him his vicar
general . Kindenkens also supervised the building of Saints Peter and 
Paul's. 

Construction was slow because the Bishop paid cash for each stage 
bull t. The building of SS. Peter and Paul's was a step toward the aboli
tion of trusteeism in the Detroit Diocese. The church was consecrated on 
June 29, 1848. · The Rev. John Farnam was the first · priest. Bishop Lefevre 
used the c urch as his cathedral until his death in 1869. 

The Catholic church grew to such a size in Detroit that Bishop Borges , 
Lefevre's successor, felt compelled to complement the parochial schools in 
the city with a Catholic college. He first approached the Basilian Father 
and offered them his cathedral parish to be used as a high school and 

· (continued) 



Farmer, Silas. ~ History of Detroit and Michigan. Detroi ta Silas Farmer 
and Company, 1884. 

Ferry, W. Hawkins. The Buildings of Detroit, ! History. Detroit& Wayne 
State University Press, 19 8. 

Lesson, M.A •• ! History of Macomb County. Chicago& M.A. Leeson and Company, 
1882. 

Pa~er, Friend. Early~ in Detroit. Detroit: Hunt and Jane, 1906. 
Pare, George. The Catholic Church in Detroit 1701-1888. Detroit& The Gabriel 

Richard Press, 1951. -

STATE: 

STATE : 

STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

ORGANIZATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

- tional Historic Preservation Act of )966 (Puplic Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated acc ording to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park ServiCe. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National State O Loc.al 

Director 
Title Dept. of Natural Resources 

Date 6/18/71 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

!#' ~ 83 ° 01' 15. 
1'1 s-Y 

1 

STATE 

I he.reby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

nate _S_r_P _3_____:_19:::..:.71_!..___ ___ _ 

ATTEST: 
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Form 10-JOOo 
(July 1969) 

(Number ell entrfee) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (continued) 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
April 28, 1934 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D.c. (11) 

8. Statement of Significance (continued) 

STATE 

Michigan 
COUNTY 

Wayne 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I OATE ~ 

college for day students in the city. The Basilians were unable to undertake 
the project. The Bishop then propositioned the Jesuits, who accepted the 
undertaking. In June, 1877, the Jesuits took charge of ss. Peter and Paul's 
Olurch, and Bishop Borgess selected St. Aloysius' Church to serve as his 
temporary cathedral. In addition to renovating the interior, the Jesuits 
constructed two buildings adjacent to the church to be used as a day college. 

In recent years, the congregation has dwindled. The neighborhood has 
changed from residential to commercial and is over-churched. In September, 
1969, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit gave the Society of Jesus per
mission to close the ohurch and use the building as the law library for the 
University of Detroit. The Detroit provincial headquarters is still consider
ing the matter. 

9• Major Bibliographical References (continued) 

Emil Lorch Papers, Michigan Historical Commission. 
Historic American Buildings Survey. SS. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Church, 

Studied April 28, 1934. 
"Roman Catholics in Detroit," Michigan Pioneer Collections, XTII (1888), 

431-83. 
Detroit Free Press, June 19, 1848; August 28, 1860; May 29, 1899; December 22 

1963 ; May 29, 1966; September 1 0, 1968; September 18, 1968; May 18, 1969 

..__ ______ , _______ -· ··-------- --· ··- - - . -- ----
--- --------- --- ------
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April 23, 1971 
Saints Peter & Paul Church \ 

XXX 

We question whether the statement of significance as it is 
now provides suffici~nt substantiation to satisfy our criteria for listing of 
religious properties , and suggest that a renomination stressing the building's 
architectural qualities would be advisable. 

Thank you. 
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SOURCE: U.S.G.S., Detroit 
1;24000 SCALE: 

DATE: 1952 

1Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE : 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Lotit :Jde and longitude reference, . 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

E. M. LAI TALA t~l 
® Chairman 

CARL T. JOHNSON 

ROBERT C. MclAUGHLIN 

AUGUST SCHOLLE 

HARRY H. WHITELEY 

WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, Governvr 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING, lANSING, MICHIGAN 48926 

RALPH A. MAC MULLAN, Director 

March 2 , 1 9 71 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Nati6nal Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N. W., Room 618 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are sixteen (16) sets of nomination forms for the National 
Register of Historic Sites, as follows: 

. · ~ . 

1. Fort Wayne, Wayne County. 
... 

2. A. P. Gardner Mansion, Calhoun County . 

3. Pewabic Pottery, Wayne County. 

4. Mathew Geary House, Mackinac County. 

5. Grace Church, Hillsdale County. 

6. Lasanen Site, Mackinac County. 

7. Holtz Site, Antrim County. 

8. Eaton County Courthouse, Eaton County. 

~ SS. Peter and Paul Church, Wayne County. 

~Chippewa Hill, Gogebic County. 

11. Hall-Fowler Memorial ~1emorial Library, Ionia County 

12. Northville Historic District, Wayne County. 

13. Summer Island Si£e, Delta County. 

14. Bay Furnace, Alger County. 

M I C H llG'A1 N 
HtE f -
r.Af"AT . =--=====================================-1 



Dr. W. J. Murtagh - 2 - March 2, 1971 

15. Clinton- Kalamazoo Canal, Macomb County. 

16. Ann Arbor Railroad Station, Livingston County. 

These sites have been approved by the Historic Preservation Advisory Council, 
and are herewith submitted for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Sites by Dr. Ralph MacMullan, the State Liaison Officer. 

NFS :JAB :gl c 
Enc. 
cc: D. Chaput 

C. Cleland 

Sincerely, ... 

~~?.~ 
· Norman F. Smith, Chief 

Office of Planning Services 
and 

Chairman, Historic Preservation 
Task Force 



~~(~HIGAN HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
~lrs. Donald E. Adams Dwyf()n Plai11s 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANSING, 48918 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

Presideut 

1-1 udson Mead 
Vice President 

Gov. \Villiam G. \1illiken 
Er-o{ficio 

G rli\~e Pl)i 11te 

I ewis Vander Velde 1\11n ArlJOr 

May 28, 1971 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington , D.c. 

Dear Dr. Murtagha 

Register 

Willard C. \Vichers 1/vllaud .. 

Harn Kelsey I aming 
Directut 

Enclosed is a revision of the nomination for Saints Peter & Paul Church, 
Detroit. Also enclosed is your work sheet, dated April 23, 1971• You 
questioned whether or not the church was significant enough to merit 
listing on the National Register. 

This puzzled us a bit, as the information we included in the original 
nomination was much stronger than that submitted with other nominations. 
It is the oldest extant church in Detroit still being used as a church; 
it was studied and highly praised by HABS in 1934; it served as the 
cathedral for the Diocese of Detroit for two decades. We hope the re
vised nomination answers most of your reservations. 

Because this is a revision, we are bypassing the State Liaison Officer, 
who signed the original nomination. 

":Z:ly¥ 
Donald Chaput 
Chief Historian 

JUN 9 1971 1'/ic john M. Mumon Michigan History Fu11d 
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ncent.ly have reluctantly aettl1td for rand 
ooordinat a on ~in9 au ia•ic~• ue to t!Ma &Ad peraonn 1 lt.ita~ona 

nd t.he inc~: sing- flov of nominations. ~codlesa t.o aay, ha: bee. 
hat jolted by the hJ.qh tneid nee of coordinate error in s at aut.iaaiona 

a! nee in1tiatinq our pr:ao i ot COil'prebeuive c eld.41;. Coa ter rea.d-
ts will pro.ide full ~d•ntitication of tb• locations or historic sit s 

vitbin a threatened area. is will bo normously halp~ul. t. an error 
1 coordinate data •ill -• that. a f·ropertv is .not correctly r pro nted 
in tbe overview of the r ion that the read-out will pxovid • 

K bo e thea n.ta will htt1 • yo t.o ppreoiate our rCNleons or: 
aistin on pointa tl t l'lAY ae ot littl c:onaequetlec n the IA.U'fa.ce. 

t: actuality, tb t.tu of nt~ StaU L1aiaon Officer approval of 
inationa an4 of praciae ooord!Mte refuene• loom as tvo of t at 

critical factor• in th protect.io of ~tio11al R~iater ropertiell. 

1' nk 

1osur 

Si erely your , 

Will iam J. Murtagh 

William J. rtaqb 
~ .. per of the Nat.lon.U 

egistu 

\ 
cc: Mr. Ralph A. MacMullan, Director, Department of Natural Resources, Stevens T. 

Mason Building, Lansing, .Michigan 48926 w/cy. inc. 

Director, Northeast Region w/cy. ice/ 

TI-w/cy. inc. 
HR-w/cy. inc. c~ 
PDHerrick:mm ~ BASIC FII..E RETAINED IN HR 



STATE OF MICHIGAN ··:.~··. 

ATUP.AL RESOURCfS COMMISSION . 
CARL T. JOHNSON 

Chairman 
E. M. LAITALA 

AUGUST SCHOLLE 

HARRY H. WHITELEY 

HILARY F. SNELL 

WILLIAM G. ·MILLIKEN, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48926 

H£ 
REAT 
A ~ ' 

RALPH A. MAC MULLAN, Oiroctor 

June 24, 1971 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
N~tional Park Service 
801 19th Street, N. W., Room 618 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

.. 

Enclosed are three (3) sets of renomination forms for the National Register 
of Historic Sites, as follows: 

1. Saints Peter and Paul Church (Roman Catholic), Wayne County. 

2. Vermontville Church, Eaton County. 

3. Vermontville Chapel, Eaton County. 

These sites have been approved by the Historic Preservation Advisory Council, 
and are here\·lith resubmitted for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Sites by Dr. Ralph MacNullan, the State Liaison Officer. 

NFS:JAB:glc 
Enc. 
cc: D. Chaput 

C. Cleland 

1.. 

'I ) 

-.~oJ 

1Sincerely, / ' ~j!;J 

.:)vr-»7.4'77/~/~?f'M 
Norman F. Smith, Chief C/ / 
Office of Planning Services 

and 
Chairman, Historic Preservation 
Task Force 

--~--------~----------------------~~· ~--~--------------------------------------------~ 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

Date Entered 

Name 

F.izst. l~Gbyt0ri;:;.n Church of 
:Blis;sfi ld 

SEP 3 

. Also Notified 
Hon. Ph.l.l:f.p A . Hart . 
!-ion .. ~"l'.)..oerc P . Gr:lfb.4\ 
Uoa. Philip S. ~;;pe 
)'l!)n. CharlGS C. Di~TqS,.. J-::. 
Hen. r:-cmud \-~ . icgler Jr. 
!lon.. J.>[arv.i.J:t r.... rsch 

Director, Northeast Rt~gion 

~ 

Location 

!iol·~<l 0:)tmty 
1: ~if.'},.· J:r.: 'Yt:;~m ~hip, Hichi~Fi.i 

l~:t.c.~ov~ttn Cotmty 
tiC'}rtUi/(ter hich.i•JDJ) 

~~r~;_r:.tt'f Cc}n~-~~:..~.· 

I:~tx·· .:._ \;. r ·ttch:\. gM\ 

\·U~ltn~ COUl'ICY 
IX~. t.Y:l: it, Hichlg~n 

t-:~1ync County 
Ix~trr.;i t e nichi9nn 

n~~-nc Ctltu ty 
D€ztroit, gichi9an 

Lapeer co·nnty 
!.aF~er, ~Uchi9M 

r&nu.w"ltt~ county 
Blisst.itfld. 1 Hich gar, 

State Liai~Qn Officer 
rra-. s.a .. rc:·u ~1 t<lilstt;;in 
Poputy Dirootor 
Rac1:-e~tion D~P.«rtment of Natu.r.al 

F.r!~otn:·cos 

. :ariOn Pulldiru; 
I.>i.i.nning f gichi.<;an t169&6 

SAMarusin:mm 9/2/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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TO: 

MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

0 YOU WERE CALLED BY-. 

OF (Organization) 

0 YOU WERE VISITED BY-

0 PHONE NO. 
PLEASE CALL--+ CODE/EXT. ---------- 0 FTS 

0 WILL CALL AGAIN 0 IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 

RECEIVED BY 

63-109 

* U .S~ 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

DATE I TIME 

STANDARD FOilll 63 (Rev. 8-76) 
Prescribed by GSA 

~-6 



TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

To/FRoM: j 
Mrs w~ k:U1Jt-Lou 

I I , 

Ann R E ss : '\'- • 1 1 A • · . I , 
~0 '·r V'-U (}.A;~ D-- PHONE: c SJ ~ 'I{/{ I -O'i/9 y 

STAFF MEMBER: Lov Gl f{'a DIVISION: ler N ((_ 
REPORT: 

/~ c/v vy - ~'y:_- e'#;r h9 U o t Du-ral '·-t- Uc. dv

a_ Hu )-f' 

- PrC?J. ot UVV:v . d- Pa..\fr>~ 6'-~ .._t-) f~ 
/ k£..1\)i cJ.,.wls > i 1WlJ ; ,+- OJv ,to U"\.A'v , 

/ - )~u' K 4 to..1A 0.e.-. <1--r <-( •') .{..., 

- ~CiA 5fc.._ Ct. ~ 
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