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B . Water Conditions :

Approximately ten inches less rain was received during this period

as compared to last year when 4 .00" more than the normal was rece-

ived . Water levels have been from .25 foot to .70 foot lower each

month as compared to last year with the average .40 foot lower .

Water levels during the period approached the optimum for marsh

ducks, geese, muskrats and cattle in the pool. area .

A . Weather Conditions :

Snowfall Precipitation Temp . Tem.
September 0 7 .28 In . 93 46
October 0 3 .25 " 88 42
November - 0 0.45 " 82 32
December - 0 2.31 a 76 31

Total% : 0 13 .29 " Extremes 93 - 31
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1 . Population and Behavior .

a . Waterfowl

The peak duck population on the refuge was considerably greater

this period than during the same period in 1941 . Lower

levels were more attractive to marsh ducks and the 60% increase

over last season was accounted for by this grokp, the trend was

lower for diving ducks . An increase of 80% occurred in the number

of geese as compared to last season . The largest increase in number

was in Canada geese . This remarkable increase is attributable to

greater grazing use, including light summer grazing use, for the

first time, and to moderately low water levels . This combination

resulted in an abundance of excellent goose browsing areas

bears out our contentions, made in 1939, t

by geese would be proportional to the increase in grazing use,

providing water levels were not too high .

b . Other waterbirds

Soras, rails, Florida and Purple gallinules were observed in

numbers approximately the same as last year . There was a marked

decrease in the number of coots on the refuge .

c . Shorebirds

This group occurred in numbers about as last year with the

exception of Wilson's Snipe which is more numerous on the refuge

and also on adjacent snipe habitat . No Woodcocks were observed

a e

e increase in use
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2 . Food and Cover .

Food and cover conditions for geese and ducks were very good

on grazing area No . 2, along the north boundary, west of Lacassine

Bayou . However, except in the pond areas which contained an

abundance of food, the marsh cover was too dense because of fail-

ure to carry on controlled burning . This failu a was partly due

to high waters and green vegetation during September and October

when burning should have begun and partly due to the fact that

the then acting refuge manager did not concentrate on trying to

obtain burns . A restrictive Army order was issued in November

and this further hampered this program . In spite of this failu e,

food was rather abundant for ducks .

B . Upland Game Birds .

The trend in Bob-white numbers was upward as compared to last

year, Food and cover conditions have been good and no disease

or predator losses have been observed . The trend for mourning doves

was also upward on the refuge and surrounding territory . Both

species were lightly hunted in this area due to a shortage of

shells .

C . Big Game Animals .

1 . Population and Behavior

The white-tailed deer restocked last year have extended their

range from Brown's Island where released, to the levee bank across
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the period and it is believed that six or eight of the 16 deer

released, remained on the refine . Ifthe following few seasons

are as successful. as 1942, this herd will become well established

on the refuge .

2 . Food and Cover .

The deer food and cover on the refuge is abundant and will

a here numbering tern times the present herd . In comparison to

the Sabine Fcefuge, deer range which contains practically no bushy

species and is almost entirely made up of grasses, the Lacassine

deer range contains approximately 50% brush and briars and 50%

herbs and grasses .

D . Fur Animals .

There has been a slight shift in fur-bearer population during

this period . The trend in raccoon has continued downward since

1940 . The mink, muskrat and otter population has shown a slight

increase with muskrats making the greatest gain .

The factors responsible for this gain in population in muskrats

were discussed in detail in the report for the period ending

January 31, 1942 . It is believed these factors are still

operating but to a lesser degree, since no trapping of the pred-

ators, (mink and raccoon) was carried on during the 194 .2 trapping

season . The relatively small numbers of mink removed in 1.943. as

compared to the total population on the refuge resulting in an
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for the upward trend . Continued predation of minks on muskrats

has been observed in a continuing large percentage of muskrat

houses, but apparently this predation pressure is not now suff-

icient to hold down the numbers to the former low levels .

E . Fish

Conditions for fresh water game fish in refuge waters were gener-

ally good during this period . Rains were well spaced and suff-

icient to prevent displacement of fresh water by salt water .

surveys were made to determine population trends but it is be-

lieved numbers were comparable to last year when they were

abundant .



IN IwcPLY REFER TO

UNITED STATES
III . Refuge Devb.._*fIId4*'6 nF

INTERIOR
A . Physica2I§W 0& L.DLIFE SERVICE

The W.P .A . project at this station 0 .P . No . 265-3-64-24

#12-3540, will be terminated on January 31, 1943 . Arran

have been made for the

	

. to concentrate on the levee

ion job ; refuge direction signs job ; spillway construction job and

the boat trails job during the time remaining . During the period,

the WPA has accomplished the following work :

1 . Leveeconstruction

Approximately 22,500 1 veal feet of levee has been cons ruct

this period which consisted of 28,000 cubic yards of earth wov .

At the begin ing of this period, the Bay City Machine which had

been filling in gaps in Levee No . 1 along the Bell City Canal

was transferred to a position near Spillway No . lA and began work

in the School Section . It is now entering .section 17 and working
towards the Byers Machine which is juEt entering i

	

on

the opposite side . It is anticipated that the levee in Be tion

will be completed in another .4 months time, if additional funds

can be obtained to supplement the funds presently

	

der

L. A . p398, Project 53, Job 3266 .

2 . Spillway Construction

Spillway No . 1 located on the Bell City ann

	

leted during

this period . Actual work accomplished on this job y the IPA

during the period consisted of pouring 1 .7 "H columns, 1 back bond

and 1 cap . All stop-logs, 280 in number, with the exception of

one pouring have been poured and the PA will make this pouring

before January 31 . The Coffer Dam has also b

	

removed and the

walkway constructed .

n t-
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fF pleted during this period.

Actual work on this job during the per

one yard of shingles on the roof .

4 . Cutting Boat Trails

13,500 feet of boat trails have been clew d

which consisted of clearing a pirogue run_ fro

Spillway No . 3 . To date 31, 500 feet of boat trails have been

cleared, consisting of a pirogue run from Little

	

3

Ridge and a pirogue run from Cady's

5 . Construction of Directional Marker Signs

Work on this job was commenced during thi period . To dated,

1 Sign No . 17 (Dwg . No . 1.002) and 4 Signs No. 24 have been comp-

leted. It i-- anticipated that 1 Sign No . Signs No . 7, 3,

Signs No . 24 and 1. Sign No . 1.6 will also be construct before

the ;*,.PA. Project terminates .

B . Plantings .

1 . Aquatic and Marsh Plants

Two bushels of Banan Waterlilies (Castal.ia fl_a

	

ere

planted in the display pond at headquarters durin the previous

period have become well established .

2 . Trees and Shrubs

During the month of December, approximately 200 Camphor es

were transplanted on Levees No . 3 and 4. Most ofthe Camphor

Trees which were planted during the months of Mar h Aril

1942, have survived.

3 . Cultivated Crops.

Cooperative agreement farming covered by Special . Use pe

a

of placing

r

No . 3 .

od,

Slip to
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Township 12 South,

4 West, on this refuge . Rice was the only cultivated crop. Mr,

Guidry harvested his crop during the sonth of octob

amounted to 225 bushels . The Refuge's share, 20% of the total

yield, amounted to 45 bushels . This rice is now stored at this

otation and is being used for feeding waterfowl in, the display

pond at headquarters and also in our bird-banding operations .

C . General Maintenance Work .

The motor-boat, Woodcock, FWS-106, was painted during the month

of September . All boats stationed at this refuge have been recent-

ly painted with the exceltiOn of the NOW Arrowlx F&S-1580

and it is anticipated that it will be painted before the W .P.A.

terminatca on January 31 . Parts have final!

h

obtained to

repair the Kingfisher, FWS-192, which has been laid up £

several months due to a mechanical breakdown . When these parts

are installed in the boat, it will be in fine operating condition .

IV. Economic Uses of the Refuge .

A . Grazing .

During the period 8 porxaite were issued to graze 220 head of

cattle on Units 2 and 3 of the refuge . The results of this

grazing in the Northwest section of the refuge is ex

satisfactory. Prior to being grazed this area was x ith

rough, principally Panigum y. . Grazing this area has cleared

out this rough and the area is now good geese range . A large

concentration of blue, white-fronted and Canada geese *an swo'ho

observed in that portion of the refuge . It is estimated that ;` j°

there is a 25 to 35% increase in geese over last winter making
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Permit No . 70'31. ,gas issued to De2ire Miller for removal of 8

cords of dead cypress timber lying on the ground at Brown s tslend

during this period .

C . Fur Harvest .

Trapping furbearers on this refuge was approved by the Central

Office for the pz riod november 1 to December 31 . Howev

share-trappers could be obtained, rind no Trapping was carried on .

V. Field investiga Lion or Applied Research .

The experiment which was begun during the pr

mine the effect of salt wattr from oil wells

	

rsh

	

` a

was continued during this quarter and samples were obtain

constructed by the Shell Oil Company . It is

period to deter-

ically from a s It ;-;Lt ,- r spo :al reservoir

	

Bell City Canal

J study

will Yield infor atioi -i that cabe used

	

ec Ively in controlling

undesirable vegetation . We are awaiting Mr . J .J. Lynch's convenience

to rung the 4a' ir_ity on the samples collected .

VI . Public helations .

A .

	

Recreational t33es .

Sport fishing was allowed, without refuge permits, h

eriod,

during the period May 1 through September 15 . Much use has been

made of the fishing privelege on the refuge and it lit estimated that

3,000 man days was spent- fishing . The principal species taken were

stripped and large-mouthed bass . A few commercial fish

	

p

were issued during this period . In accordance with existing f

regulations, the refuge, which is at present closed to sport fishing,

will, be reopened to the public for sport fishing on Icy l, 1943
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of September 4 and 5 at thia refuge during the period .

b . Messrs . Vincent and Mitchell of the Coast Guard spent 3 hours

at this station on September 17 .

c . Mr . J . J . Lynch, Assistant Biologist, spent several hours at

this station on September 17 .

d . Mr . James Silver, Regional DiNctor, spent several hours with

us on September 18 .

e . Ur . David E . Booth, AssIt . Civil Engineer, spent parts of se

days at this stn ;ion curing the period .

f . Mr . Earl L . Atwood, Manager of Sabin,e Refuge $

eral days here during the period .

g . Mr . Houston C . Gascon with the Enforoem=6 Diviaian, visited t

refuge on September 18 .

h . Messrs . Steineke and Kegley of the United States Border Patrol

were visitors on September 28 .

I . Mr . Voy Moare, Assistant Regional Lirector, spent hours at this

station an December 18 .

C . Refuge ?articipation .

The refuge personnel at this station are cooperating with the U . S .

Army Aircraft Warning Service and sefle as aircraft obser

Observation Post number is Ocean i17 .

Violations .

One person was apprehended at the Coastal Hunti

B.

-10-
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a . Mr .

	

Supervisor, spent parts

parts of sev-

b ussr

refuge for killing over the limit of ducks ,on December 12 .

was disposed off in Federal Court in Lake Charles, Louisiama x

a . our
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VII . Other Items .

A. No photographs.

ELA/ipi

1/14/x43 .

Approved :

UNITED STATES

was fDRlPAR=1 Wt0F6Tf4So4NTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Regional 9ffice .

Date :

~Respe' tfu1iy sue~m3 teed,

E rl L . Atwood,
Acting Refuge Manager .
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