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A,

LAGASSINE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Refuge Karrative Repert

Jamuary = April 1987

I GENERAL
Weather Conditions,
Tenperature
Precipitation Departure Maxe Mime
Jane 1.18 whoe®7 78 -4 4
Feb, Py -} e J88 80 34
Mare 10,88 &8, 73 78 42
April 11,98 58,23 82 #_
Total 27.50 FIE Extremes U2

Theugh rainfall was quite deficlent in Jaruary and slightly se inm
February the very heavy rains of Mareh and April mere than made up
fer 4%,

Temperatures were about nermal for the peried and there were e
bad sterms, Heavy thunder sterms accounted fer most of the rain dut
winds were not emsessive, A termade struek about € miles from hesd«
quarsers but ne damage was suffered en the refuge.

Fater Cenditions,

Despite the deficiemey of rainfall during January and February
peol level s remained at a satisfectery height frem the ample pre~
eipitation in December, With the rains of Marek and April poel
levels began rising and reached a maximum level of 4,14 feet at
Spillway lA. Om that date extrs woeden stop logs im all spillwmys
woere pulled eut %o permit draimage dewn te the 4 foet level,

¥Waters in the pesl were olear and pretty, however the waters of
the Mermamteau River, lacassine Bayeu and the Imtraceastal Camsl
stayed very muddy amd at a rather high lewel,

Peol levels, based en Mean Lew Gulf, were as fellows;

1987 1986 1988
Bigh Yew High Low
Jani R.98 E£86 4. o8 5Q32 2,48 1,88
Peb, 3:10 2,88 4,88 4,00 S.d4 2,32
Mareh $.86 2,98 3.98 3.72 372 2,78
April 4eld 3,58 3,70 3.88 3,35 3,10
Maxe Deve 1. o7 o4
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Mermanteau River levels at headquarters based on Mean Sea Ievel
wore ag fellows:

High Low Fluetustion
Jame 3.20 1,70 1460
Febe 3085 1,90 o8
Mareh 3.80 2.10 10‘6
April 390 2.60 130

Extremes T 00 1,70 T80
Fires.
Thore were no fires on the refuge during the peried,

II, WILDLIFB

Migratery Birds.

le Pepulation amd Behavier.

Weberfowl

Dueks during ths peried mestly comsisted of mallards,
pintails, and widgoem, Townrds the latter part of the peried
there wmas a big iaflux ef showelers and hludwhg-l toals

Thougk the heaviest comcextrations were within the poel,
particularly in the nerth and west seetions, they were alse
widely zcattered and numereus in other sestions of the refuge
partioularly seuth of the Imtraceastal and inm the Big Bura
aress largs xumbers of pintails were obeerved in the shallewly
floeded farm ares.

Shovellers were partisularly abundant alozg the Mgo: of
Lasnssine Bayou.

A fow fulvous Sree ducks wers observed in the ares toward
the oclese of the peried,

Canada geose appeared to remain about constant and were
most adundant in the vieinity of the farm area, Some were
observed in the pocl snd in mershes outside the pool. Coarse
sand was purchased anl dumped en the farm for the geese Mud
though they walked all over it there was no evidense that they
took any ef 1S, Reports were received that at times eonsiderw
able numbers of geese were sewm, presumabdle taking gravel,
along the shere of Grand lake.

White~fromted geese wore slse abundsut and followed muoch
the same pattern as the Cansdase
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Snow and blue geese, though plendiful in the area were net
abundand on the refuges Those that used the refuge were com-
fined to the farm, Hoewever, they werer much more abundsant ia
adjoining pastures and fleoded rise astubble.

Y. pr Watsrbird

AS the beginning of the period there were large numbers of
soots in the ares, These gradunlly becams reduced im number
but & surprising large mumber were found at the end of the
peried, as individuals or pairse It is believed that they
are nesting in the poel.

large numbers of sommen and Floride gallinules were also
found on the poel.

About April 1 the herens and egrets begun novin; into the
reoksry ares on Willew Islawmd,

About 78 reseate speombills, whiteefaced glossy ibis,
white ibis, smewy and eattle egrets, little bdlue and
Leuisisna herems, black and yellow srowned night herens
and anhingas all found nesting therw,

The cypron trees st Blue Grove in the pool were ocseupied
by the nests ef anhingas, dirsceous cormorants, great blue
herens and amerioan egrets,

oe Shoredirds.

Fow shorebirds were noted exeept for rather large numbers
of Wilson's mnips seen on the shallow flooded farm area,

8¢ Jeod and Coever,

An sbundanee of food was available for all birds present, The
impoundment was in wonderful eondition with ample waber to permit
feeding. Brasenia was very abundant and there were ample supplies
of pend weeds and other submerged wguatiss,

The solid saw grass marsh south of the Intraccastal Cemal is
suffiolently breken up by eld burns to permit feeding.

Despite the faet that the millet and rys grass on the farm ares
was all consumed early in the seascn, ecnsiderable numbers of
geose fod snd regted during this pericd. Presumably they fed
on mative grasses and weeds,

3o ana
Jlleao noted,
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4e lead Peloening amd oﬂm'v Biln_m-o

None moted.

Uplend Game Birds,

1 Population and Behavier,

Upland game birds are not sbundant im $his areas Ome covey of
qual was fepquently seen at headquarters and a fair number of
doves were cobserved,

2. Yool and Cewer,

‘This is rather poor sountry for upland game, The levees,
partioularly along the Imtracesstal Camal provides the enly
OVer.

Fur Animals, Predaters, Rodents, sand other Manmala.

The animal eausing the mest soneera im this area is the mutrle.
Nobedy seems sure whether the mutria is a blessing or a ourse.

On this refuge there are indisations that it may be something of
s blessing, There is good evidence that it foeds on alligater weed
amd alse en bull whip and bull tengue. There is little uiiamo t
that it feeds en Brasenis and ether agquaties.

Ii has saved the trapping industry im this part of the scuntry.

On the debit side 1% dess sons berrewing, ﬂm\;h apparently i
enlarges the burrows of armadilles.

The valus of the armadillo is also s aentroverssl sudbjeeat. There
i some evidenes that they may eat ants and in view of the presext
Argentine fire ant threat, they may be waluable, ,

Predagecus Birde.

There are very fow predasecus birds in the aress Orows are few
and hawks mostly left with the eeming of sprimg.

Fish,

Pishing was spsmed in the pool on Marsh 15, Genmerally results
were rather poer, primarily because of bad weather. Towards the
clese of the peried fishing pichd up with some nlies eatches of bass
reported,
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II1, REFUGE DEVELOPMENT MAINTENANCE

Ae Fhysienl Development,.
1. i Ye

Censiderable work was dene on maintenanse of equipment this
periecde The new beat, FWSe124, was hauled out; miner hull
repairs were made and the boat was eleandd and painted, A
new rudder, stuffing bex sud shaft were mmu«.

The awall airbeat was hauled cut, elesned, repaired and
painteds A replassment engine was installed as the old one
wag sbout worn out,

The new airbeat had the steering system mrhmlod and tka
bilges sereened to keop out trashs

The Ferd stake bedy truek had an engine everhaul and all
trusks were safety ingpected,

The Bercules marine dieeel engine was installed on the large
drainsge pump on the farm area and the pump was put im operate
iene Additional funds were provided and an order was issued
for safety switches for this unit teo permit unattended eperate

ion,

Several other items of sguipment wers worked em, inocluding
$ mowers, spray rig, paint spray cutfis ete. Ssveral items of
equipment were surveyed and the shop was straightened out, tools
ocleansd, sharpensd and assigned storage plases,

Be Build

A consideradle amount of tims was spent in inspestion of
equipment and developments so plans eoculd be made fer rehablle
itation in the near future, !

A survey of the wiring system at headquarters ilu nade by e
lieensed electrieian and found te be very inmadequate. Flans
wore made to briag the wiring up to dates R,E.A4 Was requested
%0 oheok their linmes andi a larger transformer mq installed,

The headguarters water systom was tested by tiu Health Doparte
ment and found to be pure, However, at a later lﬂo the well oss~
ing was feund o have rusted threugh and Shis wasibeing reotified
a% the end of the pericd, fafety valves were imstalled om ell
water heaters. 7Two hot water heaters had o be owerhauled.

The septie tank and drainage lines were cleane JM and 16
wag found that the tank was rusted cuts A now septiec bank was
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purehased but net yot imstalled.

u ,
‘The porsh of Quarters ¢ 2 was repaired snd painted and the

indide of Quarters # 3 was painted, completiag all major re-

habilitation work to be deme om bulldings for this year.

Naterials are on hand for the eonstruotion of the equipment
shed at% the farm but weather conditions and the press of other
werk has prevented the ereetion of this bullding, ,

Gm‘ m ge

‘A eonsiderable amount of time was spemt in raking mess,
mewing and trimming lawns, and cleaning out brush along femoe
rewss An old pasture femoe was talken down and the area mowd.
Bdging around buildings, fences, posts ebe, were sprayed with
OMU Yo eut dewm the smount of trimming to be done,

Pess Plawt Contrel.

Little work has been dons on pest plant contrel during this
periods Mre Tod Ball vigited the refuge on April 11 te look
over the situation amd for possible aerisl sppliscation of 2,4«D.
Relatively small smeunts of water hyacinths were found in seatte
ered patohes and no alligaterweed was noted, It was decided that
there were insufficient pest plants to warrant serial appliocation,

The Hardie spray rig was installed in the airboet and an sttempt
was made to spray water hyaelnths from it. One pateh aleng the
Bell City levee wns sprayed and some spraying was deme along the
Intracoastal but it was found that this cutfi¢ was not suitable
for spraying the scattered patches of hymsinth, It was imtended
that spraying be seoemplished from pirogues and by wading bub
{¢ either rained each day from them om or rain was foreonst,

Despite the fast the use of marsh buggies has been outlawed on
the Lacassine pool 1% is believed thal the most suceessful
spraying was done with this btype of equipment, iz belisved
that a new marsh buggy should be aequired anmd put t use at pest
plant cambrol and other jobs on this refuge,

8¢ Iavees and giilm'

Levees and spillways appear to be in pretty fair condition.
Low spots in she lowes at the apillways, caused by fishermen
dragging their beats over, were filled in by hand aud rollere
ways were installed on those sibes, This was a gooperative
effors betwoen the Jeff Davis Rod and Gum Club and the refuge,
The Rod and Gun Olub furaished woodem rollers salvaged from
riee eombines, Refuge personnel assembled amd ingtalled them,
one st each of the spillways and one on the ring lewvee on the
Bell Oity Diteh, ‘ :
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Several other small low spots and holes made by srmadilles
and mutris were filleds This loves along the Bell City Diteh
is rather low, narrow and with no berm left, High wters have
eaused further erosion herees A new leves must be construoted
here in the near future.

Bridges have been sonstruoted on the two spillways on the

east side of the pool and the materials have been assembled
for the dbridge over the Bell Gity spillwy,

m‘h‘lo _
There were ne plantings of any kind made during the pericd,

Golleetions,
There were no eollestions of any kind made.

Roeeipt of Seed snd Nursery Stosk,

There were no seeds or nursery stoek received during this peried,
IV _BCONOMIC UBE OF REFUGE

Gras -

Thers are 4 permittess grasing 8 of the approved grasing units of
the Fefuges Of these, 1 permit will expire May 16, Ome new permit
was issued during the peried to Mr. Cleveland Broussard fer Unlt #
3 i\hh includes about 30 acres of marsh and the 9 acres of rice
land in farming unit # 3. This permit will be used in e¢dd years
vwhen rice farming will net be sondueted,

Eigh wters, saused by heavy rainfall, deoreased the asreage
available for grasing amd there was some voluntary redustions
xate in the numbers eof animals on the units.

Pormings

There are no aotive farming permits issued at this sime, Rice
will mot be raised on Farming ﬂaﬁ # 8§ this year in scoordsnse
with approved plans,

Pur Harves

The fur harvest was not as suesessful as was anticipated primarily
for lack of proficient trappers. It is very difficult to find trapp-
ors vhe know how to trap nutriass are willing to work hard at it and
are honétt, Ons permitbtee Sook alwost as maxmy pelts as all the others
sonbined, ‘
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No notliee of the sale of refuge pelts has been reseived for the
past & gonsomse Loeal prices were gemerally satisfactory. Nutria
pelts opened the season at §1.88 and closed at 2,48, , Mink was vory
unstable opening a% $8,00 and olosing the season at §3,00. Otters
brought from §10 = 18,00, Rucscons bdreught $1,10 eash,

Belew is a record of the taks for the various unites

- Totml
Unit Permittes Futria Mink Otter Muskra$ Coon Incoms

1 Alsee O'Blane* 110 : 68,76
2 Jes Daigle 1088 28 g B8 1018.45
8 leonard NMiller 881 8 i 1l 6 607,00
4 Henry Guidry §o7e 8o i6 4 7 26885.30
§ Jehn Traham (1 4 B 445,80
6 lLeouis Traham 788 ' - §18,80

LA ® W T WD
&« Quit Deoember 14, 1958,
The fur divided as follews;

Gov'e Permitboos
- Nutria 2,619 §,081
Mink 28 38
Otter 8 iz »
Miskrat & : 0
Raseoon 0 89

* 40% of sale pries on 3 otters remitted in cash,

The trapping peried was frem Desember 1 through Maveh 2, The
seagsen was extended by the state to Maroh 15 but it was decided
net %o extend the seasom on therefuge bessuse the nutrius were
begimning ¢ lese their fur,

011 Development.

At the slose of the period word has just been received that the
eperational plans for Frankferts 0il Company had been approewd, XNo
work, though, had been done exespt for the surveying of the read
dike site, ,

V__FIRLD INVESTIGATIONS AND APPLIED RESEARCH .

There is little te report under this heading, Dr. Warren Bourn
visited the refuge on several cesssions to ohwek on previcusly estabe
lished plets, Plans were made to initiate a study of soils and veget-
ation on that ares seuth of the Intrsconstal Waterway in conmseblon
with oil development in that area,
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¥I_ PUBLIC RELATIONS

Regreational Uses.

There was little reoretional use made of the refuge exeeps ftr
spory fishing, which will be disoussed later, and s few ﬂuitan
ﬂm onne to see the herenry en Willow Island,

v’o lﬂp v:-no:--,

‘ﬂ.laton from the Regional Offiee during the period inoluded Mr.
lawrence Givems who with Dr, Warren Broun made sn inspeotion on
Mareh 27 and 88, Mre Ted Ball flew im April 11 for pest plant
inspectior and possidle gpraying operations,

Dre George Lowery of the Natwral Ristery Museum et L. 8. Ue
visited the refuge to see the herenry em April 6 and brought with
hin Mre Herbert Stoddard and Dr, Robert Newnen, He returued on
April 10 with Mr. and Mrs, Aarmes of Tenafly, ¥, J. ,

On Feb, 2ls¢ Dre Van 7, Harris, Blologish, brought with hhx m-.

Geerge Hamlett of the L, 8. U. Medical Sehool,

Mre Blake L. Workman and MNr, Eo Ae Bkarda, Pranklert 0il Cempeny
visived in somneetion with propesed oil develepment,

Mre and Mrs, Jumes K, Vardaman, Governer, Federal Ressrve Board,
were breught %o the refuge by Judge AW, Barbe of Lake Charles,
March 28 on & sightwsecing visit,

Mre William Bellmap, L. 8. U, student, visited the refuge on
several ocecasions in cemmection with a study of the whi.te-rsu&
glouy ibis he is making for a master's thesis.

A xumber of ether visiters, dthor to see ﬂu rofagc. or on
tuniness, were rsceived,

Ce Rohp Partieipation.

A wumber of talks were given by the refugs manager on "The Anbew

aretis”. These included the Kiwanis Olud of Jemnings, en January

8, the student bedy of the Klondykw School on Jamuary 18, Oub Sooud
Pock at the Isaderc Newman Sehool in New Orleans en Nareh 15, the
Liens Club of Leke Arthur, February 21, The Terrebonne Bird Club
of Houma, Leuisians em April 26, end the nm am. ‘of Jemnings om
April 30,

A talk was given to Joff Davis Boy Scout Leaders Round Table a%
Wleh on the Lasassine Refuge and o film, "The mﬂnh‘ was shomn
on Mﬂ 2.
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Refuge personmsl took part in meetings of the Iake Charles Red
axd Gun Club and the Jeff Davis Red and Gun Olub in Jemnings,

Refuge personnel also jartieipated in Ground Observer Corps air
alerss during the oarly part of the perieds It was decided, however,
%o olese dowm this station because of a lask of imterest.

Rmting,

Hunting in the area of the refuge was rather peer during the latter
part of the peried. There was sensiderable disfaver shows towards the
splis seasen. There were pleaty of birds available but they were net
flying and decoyed peorly, '

Tishing,

Fishing privileges in the lacassine Pool are the importanse frem
the stamdpeint of public reletions in this area. Opening day, Mareh
1¥, taloes on the aspeet of a holiday, met far in importance frem opene
ing day of the humting seasons Several firms running fishing contests
have the begimning of those conteats coineide with the openming of fishe
ing at the Lasasaine and Sabine Refuges. Fishermen come in from an area
of 78 miles or more to fish in the pool.

In an effers to reflect the importanse of the fishing here, four
registration bexes were censtructed and plased at the sites of the
four roller-mys, Inside these bexes are registration sheets with
solvans for name and sddress and fishing suceess, broken dowe inmto
Bess cnnh: Sunfish and Rmp_f Fish, There is, however, a b
qau_{hn as Vo What pereentage ef flshermen will ‘M ﬁso.treubgc
to register,

The reller-wmys esnstrueted asross the dikes have cccasioned a lot
of faversble comment and are walusble frem a publie relations stand«
point as wll as reducing eresion of the dikes,

Vielatiens,

There wre uo known violations cesuring on the refuge during the
peried, There were, hewver some vendalism and thoughtlens setions
on the pars of a few fishermen in the vieinity of the spiliwmys.

Vil OTHER ITHMS

Porsennsl

Jaek B, Perkins, Refuge Manmsger
Jagper O, Riley, Refuge Clerk
Vo Wo Hough, Rofuge Maintenanse Man
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3-1750
Form MR-1

(Rev. March 1953)

REFUCE Insassine

WATERFOWL

MONTHS OF _dJunwary

T0 _April

s 19 87

(1)
Species

Weeks

(6]

period

ee oo oo

$

3

H
3

of reporting

L : %

*e o0

6

1

10

Swans:
Whistling
Trumpe tex

Geesge:
Canada
Cackling
Brant
White-fronted
Snow
Blue
Other

Ducks:
Mallard
Black
Gadwall
Baldpate
Pintail

Green-winged teal

Blue~winged teal
Cinnamon teal
Shoveler
Wood

Redhead
Ring-necked
Canvasback
Scaup
Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Ruddy

Rii5e tree Duek

Coots

§,000

10,000
30,000

5,000
19,000
5,000
8,000

18,000

8,000

580,000

1,000
2,000

19,000

£80,000

1,000
%,000

10,000

1,000

3,800

3,000
18,800

20,000

1,000
1,000

10,000

§,000




3 -1750a
Cont. NR-1
(Rev., March 1953)

WATERFOWL

7 (Continuation Sheet)
EFUCE lesassine MONTHS OF January TO __apedd s 19 8%
: (2) : (3) : (k)
3 Weeks of reporting period ¢t Estimated : Production
(1) : : : s : s : : ¢ waterfowl :Broods:Estimated
Species : 11 12 13 U ¢ 15 ¢ 16 : 17 : 18 : days use : seen : total

wans: , o s

Whistling 3752 ~ : AR

Trumpeter

eese: .

“Canada 1,600 800 b+ 8,584

Cackling ‘

Brant

White-fronted 1,800 1,000 408,000

Snow 700 00 115,99

Blue 7,000 8,000 J,,m,m

Other

ucks:

Mallard 0,000 8,000 8,888,000

Black

Gadwall 77,000

Baldpate 800 889,000

Pintail 1,000 800 89,000

Green-winged teal 196,000

Blue-winged teal 3,000 2,000 200 300 » 500

Cinnamon teal A

Shoveler 8,000 8, 000 ¢ 763,000

Wood ’

Redhead

Ring-necked

Canvasback

Scaup

Goldeneye

Bufflehead

Ruddy

Rilous tree Duek 20 6 200
Loots 5,008 1,000 500 8500 .o ) 407,400

(over)




(5)

—®) )

Total Days Use : Peak Number : Total Production SUMMARY

Swans : s

Principal feeding areas _lupounimsmt in Ferth Weost Cermere

Geese __ 3,088,874
Ducks 8,506,400
Coots 407,450

Principal nesting areas

20 S8 e 88 ¢ ee e e

Y -—1) -

/
Reported by _ <2

e &

INSTRUCTIONS (See Secs. 7531 through 753L, Wildlife Refuges Field Manual)

(1) Species:

(2) Weeks of ,
Reporting Period:

(3) Estimated Waterfowl
. Days Use:

(L) Production:

(5) Total Days Use:
(6) Peak Number:

(7) Total Production:

1

In addition to the birds listed on form, other species occurring on refuge during the
reporting period should be added in appropriate spaces. Special attention should be given
to those species of local and national significance. '

Estimated ave“rage refuge populations. s
A ‘ ¥

Average weekly populations x number of dsys present for each species.

" Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual céﬁnta’ on representative

breeding areas. Brood counts should be made on two or more areas aggregating 10¢ of the
breeding habitat. Estimates having no basis in fact should be omitted.

A sumary of data recorded under (3).
Maximum number of waterfowl present on refuge during any census of reporting period.

A summary of data recorded under (L).

Interior Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. 37sus

1953



3-1751
Form NR-1A
(Nov. 1945)

Refuge... lansanaine

MIGRATORY BIRDS

(other *than waterfowl)

Months of...

dosxnry. . to. Apekk.

(1)

Species

(2)

First Seen

(3)

Peak Numbers

(4)
Last Seen

(5)

Production

(6)
Total

Common Name

Number

Date

Number Date

Number

Date

Number
Colonies

Total #
Nests

Total
Young

Estimated
Number

I. Water and Marsh Birds:

amiuuu-ann Cormoruash

Anhinga
Grest Hlue Herem
Camon sgret
lsuisinne herem
Snouy ogret
Lithle Blwe heren
Grosm horen

aight

Blask-grewnsd
Yollowserowmed night
lowriesn bittern
Woodk Idds
Thite-fased ibis
Ressate specmbill
Purple Galliimle

Coman ‘l‘lﬁ!ﬁl‘
II. Shorebirds, Gulls and

Terns:

e A QVBL ).

mmqkaut&tmm#m.




(1)

(2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

ITI.

Iv.

Doves and Pigeons:

Mourning dove
White—-winged dove

Predaceous Birds:
Golden eagle
Duck hawk

Horned owl
Magpie

Raven

Crow

et e - o

Reported by..

INT.-DUP. SEC.,

(1) Species:

(2) First Seen:

(3) Peak Numbers:

(4) Last Seen:
(5) Production:

(6) Total:
WASH., D.C

INSTRUCTIONS
Use the correct names as found in the A.0.U. Checklist, 1931 Editicn, and llst group in ‘A.0.U.
order. Avoid general terms as "seagull"- "tern", etc. In addition to the birds listed on°
form, other species occurring on refuge during the reporting period should be added in appro-—
priate spaces. Special attention should be given to those species of local and National
significance. Groups: I. Water and Marsh Birds (Gaviiformes 1o Ciconiiformes and Gruiiformes)

: II. Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns (Charadriiformes)

III. Doves and Pigeons (Columbiformes)
IV. Predaceous Birds (Falconiformes, Strigiformes and predaceous
Passeriformes)

The first refuge record for the species for the season concerned.
The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.
The last refuge record for the species during the season concerned.
Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts.

Estimated total number of the species using the refuge during the period concerned.
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Refuge___lasnssine Months of _Jemuewy to Apeid , 194_87
(1) (2) ngg “ (5) (6) (7)
Species Density Produced Ratio Removals Total Remarks
o
S8 w |y % < |Estimated ) .
Acres |H wms|d | S5182d| &| number Pertinent information not
' Cover types, total| per |2 SulE 8 £, 91,8 using specifioally requested,
Common Name - |acreage of habitat| Bird g B8 e Percentage é SHle e Refuge List introductions here,
Bebenhi te by




INSTRUCTIONS

Form NR-2 - UPLAND GAME BIRDS,#*

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

SPECIES:
DENSITY:

YOUNG PRODUCED:

SEX RATIO:

REMOVALS:

TOTAL:

REMARKS 3

Use correct common name,

Applies particularly to those species considered in removal programs (public
hunts, etc.). Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited

numbers. Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This

information is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted, this

information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in the area

of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish the desired
information but not so much as to obscure the general picture. Examples: spruce
swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, short ._ .
grass prairie, etc, Standard type symbols listed in Wildlife Management Series
No. 7 should be used where possible. Figures submitted should be based on actual
observations and counts on representative sample areas. Survey method used and.
gize of sample area or areas should be indicated under Remarks.,

Estimated number of young produced, based upon observations and actual counts
in representative breeding habitat.

This column applies primarily to wild turkey, pheasants, etc, Include data on

" other species if available,

Indicate total number in each category removed during the report period.
Estimated total number using the refuge during the report period. This may

include resident birds plus those migrating into the refuge during certain seasons.

Indicate method used to determine population and area covered in survey. Also
include other pertinent information not specifically requested.

# Only columns applicable to the period covered should be used.
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SMALL MAMMALS

Form NR=4
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INSTRUCTIONS

Form NR~4 - SMALL MAMMAIS (Include data on all species of importance in the management program; i.e.,
- muskrats, beaver, coon, mink, coyote. Data on small rodents may be omitted except for
estimated total population of each species considered in control operations. )

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

SPECIES:

DENSITY:

REMOVALS

DISPOSITION OF FUR:

TOTAL POPULATION:
REMARKSE.

Use correct common name., Example: Striped skunk, spotted skunk, short-
tailed weasel, gray squirrel, fox squirrel, white-tailed jackrabbit, etc.
(Accepted common names in current use are found in the "Field Book of North
American Mammals" by H. E. Anthony and the "Manual of the Vertebrate Animals

of the Northeastern United States" by David Starr Jordan. "List of North

American Recent Mammals" by G. S. Miller, Jr., a very good referencé, is now
out of print, although a revision is scheduled for publication in the near
future.)

Applies particularly to those species con31dered in removal’ programs (public
hunts, etc.) Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited
numbers, Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This
information is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to
the number of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted,
this information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in
the area of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough o furnish
the desired information but not so much as to obscure the general picture.
Examples: spruce swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottom
land hardwoods, short grass prairie, etc, Standard type symbols listed in
Wildlife Management Series No. 7 should be used where possible. Figures sub-

- mitted should be based on actual observations and counts on representative

sample areas. Survey method used and size of sample area or areas should be
indicated under Remarks.,

‘Indicate the total number under each category removed since April 30 of the

previous year. Also show any removals not falling under heading listed.

On share-trapped furs list the permit number, trapper's share, and refuge share.
Indicate the number of pelts shipped to market and the total income to the
refuge by species, including share-trapped furs and furs taken by Service
personnel., Total number of pelts of each species destroyed because of un-
primness or damaged condition, and furs donated to institutibns or other
agencies should be shown in the column provided.

Estimated total population of each species reported on as of April 30.

Indicate ~ ‘ventory method(s) used, size o -apple area(s), introductions, and
any othe. ertinent information not speci. ggiy reqneg %&. ?
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REFUGE GRAIN REPORT

Monthsof _ Janmasey  through Apedl 1957

@ 2 ) O] (5 .(6) g LS .
ON Hano | Recerven ' GRAIN _Dtsposmn oF Ox Hanp - ProPOSED OR Surrasre Use
VARIETY* BEGINNING During Toravn ; — - END oF
oF PERIOD Prriop Transferred | Seeded Fed Total Periop Seed Feed Surplus
Ries, Sonith 16 N 14 bl &N 4% 10w o
Rye gress 1800 § 1900 § 18004 | 15004
Seybosns -0 0 0

(8) Indicate shipping or collection points __kahe jrther, leuisions

(9) Grain is stored at _ Refuge Bsedguwartars

(10) Remarks

*See instructions on back.




NR-8a

REFUGE GRAIN REPORT

This report should cover all grain on hand, received, or disposed of, during the period covered by
this narrative report.

Report all grain in bushels. For the purpose of this report the following approximate weights of
grain shall be considered equivalent to a bushel: Corn (shelled)—55 Ib., corn (ear)—70 1b., wheat—
60 Ib., barley—50 Ib., rye—55 Ib., oats—30 1b., soy beans—60 Ib., millet—50 Ib., cowpeas—60 Ib., and
mixed-—50 1b. In computing volume of granaries, multiply the cubic contents (cu. ft.) by 0.8 bushels.

(1) List each type of grain separately and specifically, as flint corn, yellow dent corn, square deal
hybrid corn, garnet wheat, red May wheat, durum wheat, spring wheat, proso millet, combine
milo, new era cowpeas, mikado soy beans, etc. Mere listing as corn, wheat, and soybeans
will not suffice, as specific details are necessary in considering transfer of seed supplies to
other refuges. . Include only domestic grains; aquatic and other seeds will be listed on NR-9.

(3) Report all grain received during period from all sources, such as transfer, share cropping, or
harvest from food patches.

(4) A total of columns 2 and 3.
(6) Column 4 less column 5.

¢7) This is a ploposed break-down by varieties of grain listed in column 6. Indieate if grain is
_ suitable for seedmg new crops.

(8) Nearest railroad station for shipping and receiving.
9) Where stored on refuge: “Headquarters O'ranary,” ete.

(10) Indicate here the source of, grain shipped in, destination of grain transferred, data on con-
dition of grain, unusual uses proposed.
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LACASSINE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Refuge Narrative Report

May « August 1957
1 __GENERAL

Keather Conditions.
: Temperature
Precipitation Departure Max. Min,
June 14.80 10.14 91 58
July 3.12 ~3.39 95 (&)
August 3.98 ~2,80 95 é8
Total  23.35 o« 49 BExtremes 95 49

As shown in the above table sll months of the period were de-
ficient in rainfall except June. June was quite ewt even discount~
ing the 6.60 inches which fell during and after hurricane "Audrey".
Only 8 days in the month were without some rainfall, varying from 2
trace to a heavy down pour.

Temperatures were slightly below those of last year,

The most noteworthy weather feature of the period was hurricane
"Audrey" which roared in over the coast on Jume 27th., It was esti-
mated that winds reached a peak of 125 K.P,H, at headquarters,

Water levels were quite high and wave action was violent. A total
of 6,60 inches of rainfall was recorded at headquarters but how
sccurate this might be is anybody's guees. One of the rainguages
was partially blowm over. A great desl of spray blew over the
headquarters site further complicating the picture.

Though the center of the storm passed over Cameron and extreme
damage was wrought there, most of the damages was from water,
Judging from the amount of wind dsmage, the strongest wind seem
to have passed through the refuge, Lake Arthur and Jennings,

Brown's Island and the Intracoastal Cansl levee were the first
high spots north of the Gulf with the result that much of the debris
ended up here. After the storm the lower part of the refuge was a
plcture of utter desolation. Several survivors and a number of
bodies of victims were recovered on the refuge. Thousands of dead
cattle and hundreds of live ones were scatiered all over the south
portion of the refuge. Every imaginsble kind of wreckage from one
complete, alightly damaged house, to pieces of buildings, furniture,
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tanks, farm equipment -~ almost anything, littered the area., The
stench was horrible.

Another hurricane "Bertha" struck on August 9th., This, how-
ever, was a weak one, and no damage was suffered,

Yater Conditions,
Prior to June 27th water conditiones were excellent, River
levels remained relatively high, holding water in the marshes.

There was sufficient rainfall ¢c maintain ;aml lmls ne&r the
desired 4 foot mark.

With the arrival of "Audrey”, however, these amdit&.em were
upsst. The river guage at headquarters, maintained by the U, S,
Engineers washed out early in the storm. Readings from then until
it was reastablished were from a guage at Superior's landing.

levels reached a peak of about 6,10 during the §t¢m. This
level dropped very rapidily as soon as the wind dropped. However,
within the next couple of days it again rose to 6.10.

Early in the storm winds drove the waters from Grand me,
Lake Misere and other associated water bodies up into the river,
lacassine Bayou, and the canals, Vhen the storm wave broke over
the ridges to the south they filled the lakes pushed dvy by earlier
winds, The head of fresh water to the north kept the salt waters
from coming beyond the lakes. Though there was salt spray in the
alr during the stomm there is no evidence of salt water coming
north of the lakes. lake Misere and the lower half of Grand lake
were quite salty. The Intracoastal Canal, liamnt-asu River,
Lacassine Bayou, etc. remained fresh.

The amount of debris in the water, both plant and animal made
& swwer out of all the waterways. Vvhat plants were not broken off
by winds and waves were killed by flooding of these putrid waters.
Lowlu fell off very slowly.

Fortunately conditions inside 'ohe pegl remained gead Though
waters crossed the spillways and across the dikes in places,
no salt and very little debris entered. Vegetation inside the pool
was unharmed except by mhnnieal action or the wind,

Peol levels during the period, bassd on Mean Sea Lnrcz., were
a8 follows:

1957 1956 1955
Hgh Iow Hgh low High low
Moy  ho22 3,66 3.48 3.18 3.4 2,96
June 4.80 30'” 3023 2098 3.145 207&
July 4,80 4.10 2.98 2.68 3.54 3.20
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1957 1956 1955
High Low High High low
Avgust 5,@ 2 +86 2.78 %;25 3.&1 %zgg

Ievels , based on lean low Gulf, of the Mermanteau River, as
recorded on the guage at headquarters were as !ollout

High Iow R " Flustuation

June 6.10 2410 S 3.70
July 5.10 3.30 1.80
August 3.2 2.10 1.10

Extremes 6.10 2.10 4,00

There was one fire on the refuge. A fire on the marsh south
of the Intracoastal was accidentally set by a marsh buggy search-
ing for tombs washed in there. Ilfuch debris was burned,

a. Materfowl.

There ware relatively few waterfowl on the refuge
during this period. One small group of Cansda Ceese
aunbering 16 was observed over the pool during the summer
and again at the close of the period. It is assumed that
these were probably young birds or eripplea:

A few blue winged teal were noted towards the close
of the period. A few mottled ducks and a few fulvous tree
ducks were noted all through the peried: After hurricans
"Audrey® a flock of 600 ~» 1000 mottled dneks were observed
in the flooded farm area.

b.

Both the purple and common gallinules were quite
common as nessting birds in the pool. Though there are no
previous records of American coots nesting in louisians
it was definitely established that these birds did nest
in small nusbers this eeason in the pool.

The rookery on Willow Island and adjoining mershland
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to the west were heavily populated. About 65 pairs of
roseate spoonbills, countless numbers of white-faced
gloesy ibis, white ibis, Iouisiena and little blue herons,
american and snowy egrets, black-crowned and yellow-
orowned night herons and anhingas nested here, Also
nesting sgain were the cattle egrets, -

In the two cypress groves in the pool, Blue grove and
Black grove were numerous nest of anhingas, olivaceous
cormorants, great blue herons and American sgrete.

One interesting observation which Bill Belknap, a
student from L. 8. U., who was making a study of the glossy
ibis, made was of predation by night herons on young egrets.
He reports seeing several night herons kill and swallow
egret nestlings. :

S Shorebirds,

Relatively few shorebirds were noted this period,
The black-neck stilt was most numerous, killdeer wers
common and a few of the smaller sand pipers were noted
toward the end of the peried, :

Yood and Cover,

Until the storm prospects for food end cover looked very
good. The pool is in excelient condition; even after the storm,
with vast quantities of available. Pondwesds, bladder-

wort and some celery are av ble. The pool has nwver been in
betiter shapse.

Outside the pool, however, there is nothing. The putrid
flood waters drowned out everything exvept bull tongue and bull
whip. The vast sawgrass marsh south of the Intracoastal was
beat down by the wind and then flooded out and coversd with

debrias.

In this area only the refuge pool and the ricefields will
furnish food for waterfowl this season: :
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There is 1ittle to report wnder thie heading. Though doves
are rather plentiful in the area there is relatively little
habitat for them on the refuge. The only quail ohserved were at

headcuarters.

Big Geme Anlmale,

There is very little to report under this heading. There have
been persistent reports of deer being seen on Brown's Island and
Dr. Bourn reported seeing one there in early August,

Nutrias appear to still be on the increase in this ares, They
were cuite abundant in the pool area during the spring, especially
along the inside of the Intracoastal levee. Nests were :eamd in

all parts of the pool.

Storm "Audrey" washed a great number of these animals out of
the marshes to the south, A few wers drowned but a large number
ended up along the levees. What the final effect of the stomm wlll
be on thi.l population is now a big question.

Msny reports have besn received of damage to rice crops by
nutria. Very little damsge to levees by nutrias burrowing is
reported. :

Armadillos are generally despised by rice farmers for their
burrowing habits and thelr destruction of levees,

Predacecus Ejrds,
Predacecus birds are hardly a problem here. Other than the
above mentioned predetory habits of the night herons only the boat-

talled grackles present a problem. The boat-tail is a rather serions
predator on the eggs of other birds.

sk,

There was a rather large kill-off of fish in the river and
other waters following the storm. The amunt of decaying matter in
the water quickly used up the avallable oxygen with the resulting
fish mortality. This, however, did not take place within the pool.

During this period considersble work has been done on
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equipment. Eoth boats were sunk and pretiy well beat up

during hurricane "Audrey”. It was necessary to completely
dismantle both engines to clean them out while they were dis
mantled new rings and bearings were installed and valves
ground. Complete new sets of inetruments wers necessary.
Considerable work was done on the hull of the Whistler and that
boat was put back into operation.

The new boat was taken to a boat builder for repairs as
the whole cadb was torn off, windshield and frame smashed, deck
warped up and the bow and stern damaged. At the end of the
period these hull repairs were almost complete,

The M farm tractor was cleaned up, painted and tuned up
preparatory to farm cperations, - !

A series of safety switches were installed on the pump
unit on the farm to provide for unattended operation,

Three trucks were repaired and put into fair operating
condition during the periocd.

The marshland ditcher wae brought in, tuned up, and loaded
for shipment to Reelfoot.

Bulldings.

The buildings at the refuge came through the storm re-
marksbly well., The residences were undamaged except for a few
shingles on Quarters # 2 and several screen psnels blown cut.
The small boat shelter suffered the worst damage having weather
boarding knocked off by the water and shingles removed by the
wind. Similar damage was done to the boat house on a smaller
scale. Out buildings had soms shingles removed.

Both airboat sheds were damaged but not seriously.

in equipment shed was constructed during the peried. In
fact, bracings were being installed the day prior to the storm,
This building came through the storm undamaged attesting to it's
good construction.

Grounds,

The grounds at headquarters pressnted a ead sight after the
storm. Trees were broken and torn, leaves and moss blowa off.
The ground was covered witﬁ.:nkm limbs, marsh grass, water
hyacinths and trash. A considerable amount of work was involved
in getting it clealed up. Fortunately none of the big trees
were uprooted though they lost a number of limbs. The lower
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brokea branches were trimmed off but high in the trees are
many broken and tora branches, toc high to be reaehed,

Rest Plant Gontrol.

‘ A great deal of water hyacinth washed over or was blown
over the dikes of the pool. This pest plant was pretty well
under control prior to the storm. We started off the season
with only amell amounte of hyacinth in the pool along the
Intracoastal levee, along the Bell City Ditch levee and in the
school secticn. A considersble amount of work was done from
alr boat and by wading to mop up these areas. However, a re-

- connaisance of the area after the storm showed s belt of

hyscinth completely asress the pool along the Intracoastal with
smaller amounts along the Bell City Itoh and in the school
section.

Ted Ball spraysd a strip 160 feet wide completely across
the pool on August 15. A kill of sbout 75% was accomplished.
All hyscinths hit were killed but pockets under the willows
remained untouched. A consliderable growth of lotus in the
samé area wae also killed.

Mop up operations by airboat and wading were initisted
immediately in the school section and in the pockets along the
Intracoastal and were still going on at the closs of the peried.

Fortunately there appesared to be little or no alligater
weed. It must be assumed that the refuge catile and nutriss
cleaned this up.

A considerable program spraying for hyacinth must be
planned for next spring. Alirplane application will probably
again be needed but it is felt that only by the use of a
marsh buggy will it be possible to clean out the pockets along
the Intracoastal leves. We believe it essential that a marsh
buggy of some SyP® be acuired. o

The bridges over the spillways were completed this period.

The levees along the Intracocastal Canal and along the Bell
City Ditch are in a dangerous condition. During the storm
waters crossed these levess in a mmber of places. levels re-
mained high over a long period and toat traffic accounted for
comsiderable additionsl erosion: There is no berm left on
elther of these levess. They must be_worked over and sectiona
rebuilt if we are to maintain 3he pool,

The 111 along the headquarters site was also badly eroded
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during and after the storm. The bank was cut back to the
foundations of the oil house., A considerable amount of f£il1
snd sloping is needed here.

B. Elaptings,
1. Aguatios and Marsh Plagts,
Nors, '

Grest plans had been made for planting the entire farm in
green browse crops for the geese. It was plamned to begin
breaking land as soon as possible after thn first of July snd
to have the land ready for planting by September 1.

Following the storm water levels were so high that water
flowed back through the outlet pipe of the pump and flooded the
farm. To this was added the heavy rains., By the time the farm
was pumped out and dried up it was too late to plan on planting
very much, The weed growth was too rank to disc under so mow-
ing was initiated, ‘

At present it looks as though only about 50 acres can be
planted to ryegrass. The remainder will be mewed and burned to
‘provide for a growth of native grasses for browse.

The refuge graszing plan was amended this period to permit the
of Unit 3 during the odd years when rce is not planted on
Farming Unit 3.
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A permit was issued to Nr, Gleveland Broussard for grasing
not over 104 AUM's between May 1 and December 31 of thie yeaur.

B. Farming,
There was no coopsrative farming on the refuge this period,

C. Fur Hervest,
Nothing to roport(.

D. Qi) Developgent.

The Frankfort Oil Company moved into the refuge about May 1
and began the construction phase of thelr oil development. Due to
the delay in getting started and problems which arcse as constructe
ion progressed there was insufficient time to permit drilling., ALl
construction work was complsted, however, A landing slip was dug and
bulkheaded, a dock constructed and the road-dike with bridge and
culverts completed. The ring-leves and waste pits were completed
at the drilling site. After all construction work was completed
the site was cleaned up, the dike was plastered with muck disked
and fertilised and planted to Bermuda grass and clover,

A considerable amount of time was spent conferring with Mr,
Skarda, Resident Engineer and Mr, Workman, Distriot j6r on
details of the construction. Dsily trips were made to the work
site to check on progress during the early stages of construction.

The Shell Oil Company was conducting a selsmic survey in the
KW corner of the pool as the period ended,

An scological survey of the pool area was made during the period
by Dr. Pourn with the assistance of refuge psrsonnel. Two lines tran-
seots were run across the pool, ons on a north south line and one run~
ning east - west. Water depth and vegetational components were noted
Results indicated the presence of North -~ South ridges and also indi-
cated thet 1f another foot of water could be held desivable aquatics

would be favored over such undesirsbles as bull-tongue.

A brief survey of that portion of the refuge south of the Intre~
coastal Canal by Dr. Bourn and the refuge msnager. Using the spoil
bank of the pipeline diteh running parallel to ths Intracoastal Canal
as an indicator, tests were made to determine the depth of peat. Ob-
servations were also made of the vegetational character of the ares,;
whioh is & solid saw-grass marsh. , )
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Dr., Van T. Harris visited the refuge and made fuﬁlm' abamnt—
fons on his nutria transects,

There was little recreational use made of the refugc, excapt
for fishing, which will be discussed later, and birdwatching.
Several persons visited the refuge to cbserve and photograph the
nosting birds on Willow Island,

Visitors,

There were few official visitors to the refuge during the
period,

Pilot-Biclogist Ted Ball visited Auau:t 14 and 15 and condug~
tod spraying operations.

Refuge Manager John Sut.horlin visited the refuge June 10 to
arrange for the gathering of Brasenia for transplanting at Sabine.

Maintenance Man Davis of Reelfoot Refuge came to the refuge to
effect the transfer of the marshiand ditcher on August 20,

Game Agent Stanley Harris flew in on July 2 to check on damage
from hurricane,

Messers Van T. Harris and David Spencer visited the refuge on
May 15 in connection with nutria investigations.

Ass't Regional Refuge Supsrvisor Carl Fermanich with Biologist
Warren 8. Bourn made an inspection of the refuge on August 28,

Dr. Bourn made several tripe to the refuge in connection with
studies.

Several visitors came to the refuge to photograph the nesting
wading birds. Among these were Mr. and Mrs. Rendolph Baset of
m' I-I.., Mra, Thase m.l aﬂi nr‘o Go H. ﬁcmdﬂ of El 99&'8@3,
Arkansas and Dr. Dick Payne of Ratabs.tochu, Is., and Dr. Claer A.
Brown of Baton Rouge, Ia.

Explorer Fost 69 of Iake Arthur, of which the mensger is
Advisor, visited the refuge and was shown around on May 19th,

There were many other business callers from Frankfort Oil Co,
and their contractors, and other oil companies wishing to make asur~
veys, salesmen and othera.
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Befuge Participation,

The refuge manager participated in the aeﬂiviuu of several
organisations including Explorer Fost 69, the Welsh and Jeff Davie
Rod and Gun Clubs, and the Iions Club of lake Arthur. In the
latter he was appointed to the Boy sand Girl Commitiee, -

Several talks on "The Antaretic” were given to the manager
during the period. Included were the Welsh Rod and Gun Club,
VWelsh Rotary Club, the Jeff Davis Rod and Gun Club, and to 80
young people who held a District meeting of the Mhadiat_ Youth
Fellowship at the refuge headquarters.

A talk on "Anbarctic Biology" was made to the Blology Class of
Iake Arthwr High School.

A talk on the "National Survey of Hunting and Fishing" was
given to the Jennings Optimists Club.

One appearance was made with John Sutherlin on the Program
"The Trotline” ovor KPLC-TV, Iake Charles.

Informal talks were made before the Calcasieu Rod and Gun Club,
lake Charles and a meeting of the 7th District louisiana %‘i.ldlifa
Federation at Welsh.

Refuge personnel cooperated with the U. 5. Geological SW
in providing their employees with monthly tz‘anspartatian out to a
guage on Lacassine Bayou.

Bunting.
There was no hunting on the area or in the vicinity this period.

Fishing.

The importmce of sport fishing in the refuge from a public
relations stand point cannot be over siressed, This is an area
where there is a great deal of interest in hunting and fishing. The
Lacassine pool is the bast. fresh water fishing -pot in the ares and

use is very heavy,

Immediately mﬁ* the hurricane, the refuge was closed to
fishing because of high waters, danger to dikes and possible
pollution. It was opened again on August 1. Immediately there
was an upsurge in fishing with excellent catches of bass aad brem
reported from the pool. :

Violations,
Four men wers apprehended hantin; elligetors in the refuge by
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U. S, Game Management Agent Fred Willlems, Refuge Clerk J. O,
Riley and State Rangers lege! anl Islsaux. Two of these, John
Trahan and Ulysses Monceaux were tried and convicted in Federal
Court In Iake Charles. They were each fined §100.00, suspended
and placed on probation for 5 years. The cases againet the other
2, Vincent Boudresux, and Floyd BEreaux, were dropped for lack of
evidence. The alligators seized from these 4 men were skinned,
salted and dried and retained as evidence. After the trial an
attempt was made to sell them locally but a sale could not be made
because they were too dry so they were destroyed. ’

YII, OTHER ITEMS
Personnsl,

Juek E, Perkins, Refuge Manasger
Jasper O, Riley, Refuge Clerk

V., V. Hough, Refuge Maintenance Man
Gabriel Hebext, leidmm Leadermon
John Hebert, labores Temporary

'/L) ﬂ ?g (.::T:':f . - X ;
“y {/ N g 1S g, g »gg’f 1 6 }vﬂ{

“Fogioml Wrestor Bate
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Erosion of the shoreline at headquarters,
The building in the foreground is the oil
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Another view of the erosion of the shore
line at o This is to the west
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3-1750

Form NR-1

(Rev., March 1953) .
WATERFOWL

REFUCE _Naggpetme.. MONTHS OF _May TO hwgmet _, 1987

(2)
Weeks of reportin g period

(1)
Species

: H

3 + b 1 5 i 6

se oo foo oo
s o0

10

. e
(e.]
O
.. oo

" oo

o)
N

1

Swans:
Whistling
Trumpeter

Geese:
Canada 13 3 b 13 13 3 b4 13 b\ | D
Cackling '
Brant
White-fronted
Snow
Blue
Other

Ducks:

Mallard
Black (Mottled) 100 100 100 100 300 100 100 100 1000 1000
Gadwall

Baldpate

Pintail
Green-winged teal
Blue-winged teal
Cinnamon teal
Shoveler

Wood 20 % 50 % %0 50 50 » % 50
Redhead
Ring-necked
Canvasback
Scaup
Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Ruddy

%ﬁ‘.“ ¢

3
6
6
e
-3
°
S
5
6




3 -17508
Cont. NR-1

(Rev., March 1953)

EFUCE Iacassine

WATERFOWL
(Continuation Sheet)

MONTHS OF __ May

TO Awguet  , 1587

(1)
Specles

s e eo oo

11

Week

12

ting period

e ool PO

18

e 09 o8 o0

(3)

Estimated
waterfowl

days use

(k)
Production
tBroods:Estimated

s total

wans:
Whistling
Trumpeter

eese:
Canada
Cackling
Brant
White-fronted
Snow
Blue
Other

veks:

“Mallard (Mettled)

Black
Gadwall
Baldpate
Pinteil

Green-winged teal
Blue-winged teal

Cinnamon teal
Shoveler
Wood
Redhead
Ring-necked
Canvasback
Scaup
Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Ruddy
Other

Palveus tree Sack

oot:

8 &

8 ¥

g &
§
g5

,

1,08

75,600

s
11,900

7,350

9,800




Total 1()33 Use : Peak(}?zmber : Total g?z)oduction ‘ SUMMARY
Swans Principal feeding areas _Pea}
Geese 1._&” % :
Ducks 9%,043 _ 2,000 ' Principal nesting areas Teal
Coots _9.,80 : 50 :

INSTRUCTIONS (See Secs. 7531 through 753k, Wildlife Refuges Field Manual)

(1) Species:

S ST e

-

(2) Weeks of
Reporting Period:

(3) Estimated Waterfowl
Days Use:

(L) Production:

(5) Total Days Use:
(6) Peak Number:

(7) Total Production:

Tn addition to the birds listed on form, other species occurring on refuge during the
reporting period should be added in appropriate spaces. Special attention should be given
to those species of local and national significance.

Estimated average refuge populations.

Average weekly populations x number of dsys present for each species.

Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts on representative
breeding areas. Brood counts should be made on two or more areas aggregating 104 of the
breeding habitat. Estimates having no basis in fact should be omitted.

A sumary of data recorded under (3).

Maximum number of waterfowl present on refuge during any census of reporting period.

A summary of data recorded under (L).

Interior Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C. 37544

1953



3-1751
Form NR-1A
(Nov. 1945)

MIGRATORY BIRDS

(other ‘than waterfowl)

Months of

(1)

Species

(2)

First Seen

(3)

Peak Numbers

(4)
Last Seen

(5)
Production

(6)
Total

Common Name

‘Number Date Number

Date

Number

Date

Number
Colonies

Total #
Nests

Total

Young

Estimated
Nunmber

I.

II.

Water and Marsh Bifds:

"hite~faced glonny ihis
Thite ikis
Rossats Spoonbill

Purple gallinule
T ilinde & Pethle

Terns:

Rask tern
Black-mecked stilt
Killdeer




(1)

(8) (6)

III.

Iv.

Doves and Pigeons:

Mourning dove
White—winged dove

Predaceous Birds:
Golden eagle
Duck hawk

Horned owl
Magpie

Raven

Crow

Reported

INT,-DUP. SEC.,

(1) Species:

() First Seen:

(3) Peak Numbers:

(4) Last Seen:
(5) Production:

(6) Total:
WASH., D.C.

INSTRUCTIONS -
Use the correct names as found in the A.0.U. Checklist, 1931 Edition, and list group in A.0.U.
order. Avoid general terms as "seagull", "tern", etc. In addition to the birds listed on .
form, other species occurring on refuge during the reporting period should be added in appro—
priate spaces. Special attention should be given to those species of local and National
significance. Groups: I. Water and Marsh Birds (Gaviiformes to Ciconiiformes and Gruiiformes)

II. Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns (Charadriiformes)
III. Doves and Pigeons (Columbiformes) , .
IV. Predaceous Birds (Falconiformes, Strlglformes and predaceous
Passeriformes)

The first refuge record for the species for the season concerned.

The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.
The last refuge record for the species during the season concerned.
Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts.

Estimated total numoer of the species using the refuge during the period concerned.

97985



31750 - UNITED STATES
Form NR-1B DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dacember 1956) Fish and Wildlife Service

WATERFOWL UTTLIZATION OF REFUGE HABITAT

For 12-month period ending August 31, 1987

Title Refuge Hanager '

Refuge Isenss

Reported by

Swans
Coots
Total

(over)

7 | .
W (2) . (3) () (5)
Area or Unit Habitat ° Breeding
Designation Type Acreage . Use~days Population Production
Lacassine Crops . Ducks 22,970,248 75 1%
Pool Upland _ 3BT . Geese MLJW -
Marsh » Swans ' ‘ ;
Water T We - Coots
Total Is‘nr A Totel RFETE W5 50
Q [ -] & *® 2 » » » < o * L] ‘ * * L) @ & » 2 k4 * w. % I L & kS 2 ¥ < » 3 - W ® *
Farn Units Crops . Ducks 70,000
1&2 Upland 13 . Geese m
Marsh . Swans ” B
Water . Coots _ '
Total I8 | Total TSR
aoe&oea‘ecaowce»iqesasaegaﬂfi‘:bivﬂ-fv‘\t"*i‘“&%&ft
rops « Ducks .
Fars Unit Upland __ .« Geese 3LN0
3 Marsh ' . Swans = -
Water ’ . Coots
Total 9 « Total ' 1,200
ooaa;rsec;ogsnaoq&ezﬁuék;Go.esééwfﬁzéiso«aewrﬁ»e
Refuge Upland m . Geese “W ;
Marsh = * My 80— » Swans o o '
Water « Coots ‘
Total ~WA800™ | pota) RIS RS 50
Crops « Ducks ) o o | h
Upland . Geese
Marsh . . Swans
Water » Coots
Total . Total
| Crops | | . Ducks o ) - \
Upland . Geese
Marsh . Swans
Water . GCoots
Total . Total
13 & ] < - L » Q * o % - . E 2 ) & 2 w
TOTALS Crops 345 » Ducks
Upland 9x6 + Geese
P M 20—




P e
R £
IR : . £

A1l tabulated information should be based on the best available
techniques for obtaining these data. Estimates having no foundation in
fact must be omitted. Refuge totals for all categories should be provided
in the spaces below the last unit tabulation., Additional forms should be
used if the number of units reported upon exceeds the capacity of one page.
This report embraces the preceding 12-month period, NOT the fiscal or
calendar year, and is submitted annually with the May-August narrative

report.

INSTRUCTIONS

(1) Area or Unite: A geographical unit that, because of size, terrain
characteristics, habitat type and current or
anticipated management practices, may be considered
an entity apart from other areas in the refuge census
pattern.. Estimated acreage of each unit sghould be
indicated.:-

(2) Habitat: Crops include all cultivated croplands such as
cereals and green forage, planted food patches and
agricultural row crops; upland consists of all
uncultivated terrain lying above the plant com=
munities requiring seasonal submergence or a
completely saturated soil condition a part of each
year, and includes lands whose temporary flooding
facilitates use of non-aquatic type foods; marsh
extends from the upland community to, but nof
including, the water type and consists of the
relatively stable marginal or shallow=-growing
emergent vegetation type including wet meadow and
deep marsh; and the water category includes all
other water areas inundated most or all of the
growing season and extends from the deeper edge
of the marsh zone to strictly open-water areas,
embracing such habitat as shallow playa lakes,
deep lakes and reservoirs, true shrub and tree
swamps, open flowing water and maritime bays,
sounds and estuaries. Acreage estimates for each
type should be kept as accurate as possible
through reference to available maps supplemented
by periodic field observations and should agree
with unit acreage.

(3) Use=days: Use~days is computed by multiplying weekly water=-
fowl population figures by seven.
(L) Breeding An estimate of the total breeding population of
Populations each category of birds for each area or unit.

(5) Production} Estimated total number ofﬂ§bu§g raised to flight age.

Gkl
NS

Inggrlor Dupllcatlng Section, Washlngton, D. C.
19 _
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Form NR-2 URLAND GAME BIRDS | 161!

Refuge Iacaonine Months of  May to August ’ 19}_}?
(L (2) roe | & (5) (6). )
Species Density : Produced Ratio Removals Total Remarks
308 | < |Estimated
‘ Acres |nmcig ? é-_q 5| number | Pertinent information not
' Cover types, total| per (=2 Saln 8 21,88 using specifioally requested,
Common Name | acreage of habitat| Bird é B8|4 & | Percentage g S22 Refuge List introductions here,
Bob Mite | | s




INSTRUCTIONS

Form NR-2 - UPLAND GAME BIRDS,#*

(1) SPECIES:

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

DENSITY:

YOUNG PRODUCED:

SEX RATIO:

REMOVALS:
TOTAL:

REMARKS

Use correct common name,

Applies particularly to those speciés considered in removal programs (public

"hunts, etc.). Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited
numbers. Density to be expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This
information is to be prefaced by a statement from the refuge manager as to the
nmumber of acres in each cover type found on the refuge; once submitted, this

information need not be repeated except as significant changes occur in the area
of cover types., Cover types should be detailed enough to furnish the desired

information but not so much as to obscure the general picture. Examples: spruceﬁg,
swamp, upland hardwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomland hardwoods, short .

grass prairie, etc., Standard type symbols listed in Wildlife Management Series

No. 7 should be used where possible., Figures submitted should be based on actual

observations and counts on representative sample areas., Survey method used and.
- size of sample area or areas should be indicated under-Remarks.

Estimated number of young produced, based upon obgervations and actual counts

in representative breeding habitat.

This column applies primarily to wild turkey, pheasants, etc, Include data on

other species if available.
Indicate total number in each category removed during the report period.

Estimated total number using the refuge during the report period. This may
-include resident birds plus those migrating into the refuge during certain seasons.

Indicate method used to determine population and area covered in survey.
include other pertinent information not specifically requested.

# Only columns applicable to the period covered should be used..

)

Also

1613
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3=-1570
NR-8a

REFUGE GRAIN REPORT

Refuge .. lacassine Monthsof _ M&¥  through Augest 1957

1) ) (&) ) (5) () (¢)) .
On HaND RECEIVED GraIN Disposep oF : On Hanp ProrOSED OR SurraBLE Use
‘VARIETY * BEGINNING Durinag ToTAL Enp or .
: or Periop | PErIOD Transferred | Seeded Fed Total Periop Seed Feed Surplus
- Corn A5 - &S . © AS “ &S
Rice, Zwmith e - 30 bbi 0 10 o 10 Wl
Ryegrass 15004 - 15008 0 15008 | 13008
Seybesms 20 - % 0 30 30

(8) Indicate shipping or collection points ____iakks Avthmr, louisisss

(9) Grain is stored at __Refuge_ Headquariters

(10) Remarks
*See instructions on back.




NR-8a

REFUGE GRAIN REPORT

This report should cover all grain on hand, received, or disposed of, during the period covered by
this narrative report.

Report all grain in bushels. For the purpose of this report the following approximate weights of
grain shall be considered equivalent to a bushel: Corn (shelled)—55 Ib., corn (ear)—70 Ib., wheat—
60 Ib., barley—50 Ib., rye—55 Ib., oats—380 1b., soy beans—=60 Ib., millet—50 1b., cowpeas—60 lb., and
mixed—>50 Ib. In computing volume of granaries, multiply the cubic contents (cu. ft.) by 0.8 bushels.

(1) List each type of grain separately and specifically, as flint corn, yellow dent corn, square deal
hybrid corn, garnet wheat, red May wheat, durum wheat, spring wheat, proso millet, combine
milo, new era cowpeas, mikado soy beans, etc. Mere listing as corn, wheat, and soybeans
will not suffice, as specific details are necessary in considering transfer of seed supplies to
other refuges. Include only domestic grains; aguatic and other seeds will be listed on NR-9.

(3) Report all grain received during period from all sources, such as transfer, share cropping, or
harvest from food patches.

(4) A total of columns 2.and 3.
(6) Column 4 less column 5.

(7) This is a proposed break-down by varieties of grain listed in column 6. Indicate if grain is
suitable for seeding new crops.

(8) Nearest railroad station for shipping and receiving.
(9) Where stored on refuge: “Headquarters granary,” ete.

(10) Indicate here the source of grain shipped in, destination of grain transferred,'data on con-
dition of grain, unusual uses proposed.

82586
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A.

B,

LACASSINE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Refuge Narrative Repert
September ~ Decenber 1957

I__GENERAL
Weather Cenditions,
it
September 727 582
Octeber 4,78 3.07
g:;me 5,15 5,15 :;'38 32;
omb o 4,73 ,2,%

This peried was abeve nermal in rainfall as contrasted te the
same period last year which was defisient by 1.62 imches. Rainfall)
during this entire yesar was pleatiful and well distributed. This i
the first year in the pest 5, except for 1955, which was net deficient
in precipitation. Theugh thers was an excess of 13.65 inches in 1955,
reinfall was poorly distributed that year; 8 menths being quite dry,

Temperatuires were near normal, slightly cecler theh last year.
Only sne {reese eccured. '

Habitet Conditiens.

1. Weter.

Feol lovelz remained higher this perioed that they have been
for & number of years, Hwricane “"Awdrey” floeded the pool and
subssquent rains kept the pool near full frem then en.

Pecl levels, based on lean low Gulf were as follews:

High low High Iew High w
September 3.96 3.74 2,76 2.2 3.72 3.58
Osteber 4L.06 3,78 2.4 2,02 3.78 3.48
Novezber 309‘ 3.84 2,70 2.10 30?& 3052
December 4,02 3,88 3,20 2,50 2 3

Max, Dew. J2 1,18 Sk



26

2.

The Me'mantau River anl other todies of water remained quite
high throughout the peried. This, coupled with abundant rainfall,
kept the adjoining marshes cevered with water. This was quite a
contrast te the dry conditions which ebtained last year.

River guage readings at headquarters, based on Mean Sea Level
were as follews:

High L Eductuation

Sipt‘btr Bow 220 .w
Qeteher 3 030 o3° 1.00
Nevenber 3.40 2045 95
Decembar 3 om 2 030 079

Extrenes 3.40 220 1.20

Yeed and Cover,

Food in the pool was sbundant at the start of the waterfowl
season, High water levels ensouraged the growth of Brasenis,
pondwseds, wild celery and other aquatics at the expense of
saorgents. Heavy outtings by nutrias on such emergents as bull
tongue, saw grass and Jointed splke rush, particulariy in the
seuth portion of the peol, created large openings and reduced the
cover.

That area south of the Intracoastal Canal appeared to be
almest completely devoid of feed and cover as & result eof hurricane
"A“d""'c

Other areas of the refuge had less sover and probably less
food but the availsbility was greater because of openings created

by "Audrey®.

Weath e conditions were such that very little farming ceuld
be accomplished. Appreximately 25 acres were planted to rys grass,
4§ scres were double disked and 45 scres were mewed. The ryegrass
produced fairly well.

A note of interest is that unarda were obeerved feeding
heavily on mud plantain, Heteranthe abiformia, in the nerth
section of the pool. The birds pa sd up the wholo plants from
the bottom and fed on the leaves.

1L, VWILDLIFE

A. Migratery Birds,

1.

Haberfowl.



2

3.

Gesse were somewhat more abundant em the refuge and sdjoin~
ing area this year than last, Canada geese were most abundant on
the fam area and the adjoining prarie of the Lacassine Company
and eut in the pool. These birds appeared to use the pool as a
feeding and resting area a great deal mors this year than last,

White~fronted geese were sbundant but primarily their feed-
ing area was off the refuge. The greatest concentration of these
birds was at goose island en the lowery Plant of the Lacsssane
Cempany with a few on the refuge farm and on the pool and others
soattered on the Illinois Plant,

Blues and snows were actually scarce on the refuge most of
the time., They wers abundant but on goese island and at various
points in the Illineis Plant.

Ducks were most plentiful within the pool and were largely
found in large rafts in the Erasenia beds., Fulvous tres ducks
wers rmumsrous and remained rether late. They were found in large
groups aleng the south and southeast portion of the peol and up
in the nerthwest corner.

Mallards were well scattered over the peol and late in the
pericd began spreading ocut into the marshes aleng both sides of
Lacassine Bayou.

Ducks moved comparatively little this year and previously
established flight patterns went unused. There wasz a regular
flight out of the pecl te the north at sunset but the ducks re-
turned about 3 a. m., Thers was no regular flight to the east
this ysar as there was last. '

The expscted shortage of food in areas cutaside the refuge
peel, as a result of Hurricane "Audrey”, did net develep,.
Apparently all the marshes wers opened up and marshes were well
flooded so that waterfowl, particularly ducks, found plenty of
feeding and resting places without moving a grest deal. Rice
fields were used by the birds cemparatively little.

Qther Weterbirds.

Coots were sbundant this year btmt did not appear te be as
widely scattered as usual. They were largely concentrated withe
in the peol, often in large fafts.

Herens and egrets were abundant during the esrly part of
the period and could be seen in large nuzbers en those marshes
beat dowmn and drowned out by the sterm. During the latter part
of the period they assumed their nermal numbers.



B,

c.

D,

he

3. Sherebirds.

Shorebirds are not cemmon on this refuge. A great number of
snipe were observed moving over in migration but few wintering
birds were cbserved, Thars is litile sherebird habitat at
lscassine except when the farm is fleoded.

e Deves,

The habitat for doves is rather poor hers. 4 great msny
doves were observed in surreunding areas, parﬁeularly during the
early part of the peried.

Upland Gmme Birds.

Only a few quail were observed near headquarters.

Thw most abundant smimals on the refuge is the autria, Hurricane
"Audrey" resulted in a great increase in the number of these animals
on the refuge but washing them up from the aress te the sputh., At the
same time 2 great deal of the emergent vegetation, on which the nutrias
depend for food was killed out by the storm. An over population re-
sulted. Plans were therefore made for an intensified trapping program
te reduce thess mimals to safe levels,

The first freess of the season occured on December llth. Bull
tongue and water hyscinth were killed back, further reducing the feed
supply. About the time that trapping etarted the trappers reported
finding eick and dead nutrias in rather large numbers, Dr. Van T.
Harris was notified of this and requested to investigate in an effort
to determine the cause of this die~off, whether frem starvation or
disease. Dr. Van Harris is at present cenducting sueh an investigation.

Onee trapping started it became evident that there were many more
mink en the refugse than had been previcusly estimated.

Otters, 'coens, skunks and armadillos were found in about their
usual numbers.

An unfertunate result of Hurricane "Audrey"™ was the depesition
of hundreds of cattle and hoge and a few horses on the refuge. All
of the cattle, about 250, and the horses were removed by Cameron
residents and returned to their owners. About all of the heogs were
finally remeved by Cameron Parish residents and some shooting by
refuge persennel.

Fredsceous Birds.
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F,

G,

H.

A,

5.

Hawks, owls, esgles and other predacecus birds are few in
nunber and present mo problem.

Other Birds,
There is nething of interest te repert under this heading.

Tish,

Fishing conditions within the peol were excellent during this
peried, Waters were high snd very clear, Fish appearsd to be sbun-
dant and in good ocondition. Fishing pressure was heavy. All te
patural waters wore muddy and levels high with the result that the
refuge pool was the only good flshing area for miles, Fishermen came
from lake Charles, Welsh, Jennings, Crowley, lLafayette and further.
Most reported excellent catches of bass and orappie., Filshing in tie
pool was olesed Ostober 15tk,

Reptiles,

For quite seme tine after the storm snakes, particularly mocassins,
were very abundant in the marsheas and aleng the riégu.
Disease.

No disease present as far as is known mept for possibility in
nutri a, which is being investigated,

III. REFUGE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

Paysiosl Development.

Work continued during this period in repairing demage suffered
from the hurriesne., Roofing shingles were ssalvaged from the fur house
and used to repair the other damsged reofs. Siding wes replaced on
both beat heuses and paint werk was patched up,

The Chris-Craft boat was gotten back from the beat bullder whe
had made hull repairs and rebuilt tep, windshield and uphoulstery.
This boat was then sanded and painted, overhauled engine replaced,
new instruments and battery installed and put back into service.

A new septic tank was installed to replace one rusted out., A

prefabricated metal building 12 X 2L feet waa purchased and was being
srected at the end of the perieé. It will be used for storage of grain

and seed,
Beth aly boat sheds were patched up,

Flans were completed for & revision of the wiring at headquasters.
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D.

6.

R.E.A, was recquested to and did rearrange power lines snd installed
two new transformers to previde s better pewer source and 220 volt
service te principal buildings.

Plantings,

1. Cultivated Creps.

It was plamned that the entire farm, 325 acres, would be
planted to forage crops for gesse, however, weather conditions
were such that even with the drainage pump working the fields
gsould not be dried out sufficiently te permit this, A heavy crop
of weeds could net be turned under with the egquipment available,
Thw net results were 45 acres mowed, L6 acres were double disked
and 25 acres were planted to rye grass. A fair growth of rye
grass resulted, though the fields were to wei to previde eptimum
eonditions,

A farming permit was to have been issued for Unit 3 for the
predustion of rice during the 1958 season, However, the permittee
normally farms this unit in connection with his ewn adjoining lend.
The hurricane disrwpted his mormsl rice - graszing aeycle by complete~
ly destroying his rice crep. The result being that if farmed, our
wmit 3 would be campletely isolated fram the permitiee's own rice
srop making it econemically unprofitable., Hence, Unlt 3 will net
be farmed until 1959 and a permit was iesued for grasing Unit 3 for
the 1958 seasen.

Collectigne and Receipts.

There were no collections made and the enly receipt was 65 bushels
of shelled cera from Wheeler for goose feeding.

Centrel of Vegetation,

Appreximately 128 acres of water hyscinth, (Eiehhernia erassipe
aleng the southern edge of the pecl were ireated by aerial application
by Ted Ball on August 15. 2,4~D was applied at the rate of 5.1 pounds
acld-equivalent per acre. Diesel oil was used as a diluent. Coat of
ut.z;jhla was $481.68. Total cost was £503.64., Total cost per acre
wes £3.95.

Meop up eperation on water hyseinth, beth before and after the
asrial applicatien, were zarried on by two men from boats and by
wading. The School Section and adjeining ares slong the merth and
small bays aleng the Intraceastal were spraysd in this way.
Appreximstely 110 gallons 2,4~D at a cost of $247.50 were used and
laber cests were $325.50 for a total of $573.50. Reughly 11} acres
were treated. KXill was about 80% complets



E,

F.

Te

Planned Buraing,

There was no burning accomplished though it was planned teo bum
the brush on the leves at the west side of the pool. The storm
thinned out that vegstation until thers was not enough to carry a

fire.

An attempt was mde to burn off the litter deposited by the storm
on that area of the refuge scuth of the Intracosstal Canal but witheut
results, .

Elres.
There were mv fires on ihe refuge during the peried.

IV. RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Grazing.

Orasing conditions deteriorated this period owing te a number

of factors. The hurricane destroyed a great desl of vegetation., High
mter levels obtained for a leng peried drowning out marsh vegetation
and further concentrated stosk on the ridges where they grased heavier
than they normally would. Cempetition from an increased nutria popula~
tion and frem the refugee cattle wuntil they were removed further reduc~
ed the grazing. The situation was closely watched by refuge persennel
and by permittees snd catile were moved eut earlier than usual,

On all units except 9 and 10 new graging permits speeify greatly
reduced grasing. Units § and 10 are rather high snd less damaged than
the others. They will be oclosely watched, Units 4, 6 and 11 were
essigned to permittees for the first time but the permitted AUM's were
mich lower than permitted under the grasing plan,

Permitted .AUll’c for the various units during 1957 and 1958 are
as fellows:

s, - %

2

3 104 (8 menths) 120 (12 months)
h 0 180

5 420 180

6 0 144

7 804 360

8 38) 180

9 204 204

10 816 816

1n 105 (7 menths) 60



C.

D.

8.

Ny lHarvest,

All signs indicated an ovar population of nutria, probasbly due
to the hurricane., Flans were therefore made to harvest as many as
possible, Cencessions were made to attract trappers by reducing
the governmsnt 's share of the take frem LO% to 30%; by the furnishing
of mere stretchers and by realigning the trapping units. We wers
still wnable to sttrast enough goed trappers. Permits were issued to
5 trappers, 2 of whom had assistants. Trapping started December 15th.
Results for the first 2 weeks of the season were pretty good. A
comparisen of the first 2 weeks of this season as compared to lsst

follows:
last year this yesr
Nutria 1138 1874
Mink 22 07
Otter é 8
'Coon 23 71
Muskrat 2 1
A complete reperti will be submitted with the next report.
Qi1 Development.

There ia little to report here. Frankfort (A1 Company completed
their eperations and withdrew on September 15. landing slip, romd
dike and drilling site were csmpleted and drilling at esite # 1will

commence April 1.

Shell 03l Cempany completed & survey in the northwest corner of
the refuge. ;

Tidewater Oil Company has imieatct an interest in drilliu; in the
pool during the ceming season,

Vi FIELD INVESTIGATION OR APPLIED RESEARCH
There is nothing te report axcept the previously mentioned study

being made by Dr. Vam T. Harris en the nutria.

A,

VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS

Regreational Uses.
Emsept for fishing there was little recreational use made of

the refuge during the period. Ome group of 4 bird watehers from Baten

Rouge were taken out to see ths refuge and the birds.



B,

Co

b,

9.

Refuge Visiters.

Assistant Regional Game Msnagemsnt Superviser Warren Luwpten,
sceompanied Agent Van Carlton and State Renger Lelsux, visited the
refuge en November 13 to get information on waterfowl foods.

On November 16, 17 members and guests of the Southwest I;euisiinm
Institue Biology Club visited the refuge and were shown sround,

Dr. Van T. Harris visited the refuge on several occasions in
connection with nutria studies.

Us S. Game Management Agents Van Carlton, Jos Perreux and Willie
Parker and Stats Cems Ranger louis lLeleux visited the refuge on asversl
occasions in commestion with law enforcement work in the vicinity,

The refuge mnager was active in the affsirs of the Jeff Davis
and Welsh Rod and Gun Clubs, lake Arthur Ilon's Club and Explorer
Fost 69. In addition talks were given by him to several groups,

Talks on "Antaretica™ were given te 3-4ith grades, 3 ~ 8th amdn
and 1 high sehool class at the Lake Arthur school. The £ilm "Behind

" was shown to the Welsh and Jeff Davis Rod and Gun Clubs.
An talk was given at the Distriet Lion's club mesting en,
“How the Waterfowl Refulations sre Set."
Hupting,

Hunting in the vieinity of the refuge this season was poer. Few
birds were killed, Birds flew very peorly. When they did fly thwy
wers high and refused to decoy. Thers was too much water in the
marshes and the birds were too scattered:. Only in the School Section
in the north part of the pool was shooting good. A great number of
geese and duoks were killed there.

Vielations.

There wers no known violstions on the refuge this period,
Refuge Persennel participated in making 2 cases. J. 0. Riley and
Von Hough assisted State Ranger leleux in apprehending & hunter with
over the limit of doves. The case was settled before s J,P: with a
$50.00 fine. A case of hunting witheut a stamp was made by Jask
Perkins with Ranger leleux. This was aleo settled before a J.P. with
a $50.00 fine.



VII, OTHER ITEMS
Refuge Perssnnel:

Jack E. Perkins, Refuge Manager

Jasper O. Riley, Refuge Clerk

Vendholen W, Hough, Refuge Maintenance Man
Gabriel Hebert, lsborer lLeaderman (VAE)
Simenet Hargrave, laborer (WAE)

smmuwww ﬁf%%%@
e Manager
/ , . ]
:’fg?( £ 2 ) ;:@ // Eois gvry‘;;; 39&3\! 2 2
Approved bys ¢ ol N
Regional R-tugn &aporviwr Date

ﬁccieml Direct & Date



3-1750 ,
Form NR-1 {
(Rev. March 1953)

WATERFOWL

REFUGE.__Lassssine MONTHS OF September TO December  , 19 57
: (2)
$ Weeks of reportini perlod
(1) % ol 29/ s S 9/ F0 80/ #E 8 0ks o)t s - Uy
Species : 1 s 2 : 3 : L : 5 : 6 7 : 8 9 : 10
Swans: .
Whistling
Trumpeter
Geese: ‘ ,
Canada ? 7 ,o ’o &Om bpm h'm A’m
Cackling
Brant ‘
White-fronted 1l 1 m 2 ,w} m'm 12, m u.m l‘,m
Snow m 5@ 3.500 h.m ‘.m
Blue ” 5,M z”m m.m w’m
Other v
Ducks:
“Wallard 200 200 500 750 | 35,000 | 75,000 | 15,000 | 15,000
Black
Gadwall 200 | 10,500 | 10,500 500
Baldpate 1,000 | 2,000
Pintail 500 s00 | 15,000 | 5,000 | 5,000 | 5,000 | 20,000 | €,000
Green-winged teal 1,000 5,000
Blue-winged teal 2,000 3,000 20,000 106,000 5,000 3,000 3,000 3,000
Cinnamon teal :
Shoveler 20 200 200 1,000 1,000
Wood 3 25 as 3 a3 25 25 25
Re¢gheed {0t vt =
Ring-necked 2,500 8,000
Canvasback
Scaup
Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Ruddy 100 100
ther
Ailvews Tres Duck 500 500 | 2,000 | 1,000 | S0 [ 20 | 1,50 |20
Nottled Duek 200 500 500 500 250 200 500 500
Coot: 500 500 1,500 2,000 2,500 | 4,000 10,000 30,000
Int. Dup. '%ec. s

TY . v




— 317508
Cont. NR-1
(Rev, March 1953)

REFUGE___ Lasassine

WATERFOWL

(Continuastion Sheet)

MONTHS OF _ Septesber

TO Decesber , 1997

(2) (3) h)
Weeks of reporting period ¢ Estimated : Production
(1) N N e Tty e g e g vy T leg s waterfowl  sBroods:Estimat
Species : 11 ¢ 12 13 1 : 15 16 17 : days use : seen : total
Swans:
Whistling -
Trumpeter
Geese:
~Canada $00 500 500 | 1,000 | 1,000| 1,000 | 1,000 151,3%0
Cackling :
Brant
White-fronted 30,000 | 30,000 | 30,000 | 30,000 | 30,000 |30,000 | 30,000 1,872,500
Snow 4,000 | A000 | 4,000 | & 5,000 | 4,000 | 4,000 | 213,000
g};:r 40,000 | 40,000 | 40,000 | 40, 40,000 | 40,000 | 40,000 2,730,650
Ducks: ' ’
Mallard 60,000 | 60,000 |100,000 |120,000 |120,000 |120,000 W.W‘ 5,892,950
Black 3,000 | 3,000 | 3,000 3,000 a,
e | W] R R ) e | e
s oo 'O | R | B G0 | SR\ %) G| e
Blue-winged tasl 3:000 31000 | *3:5% 5,000 | 5,000 | 5,000 s‘.’oeoi@ k000
nnamon tea ’ :
Shoveler 1,000 1,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 | 1,000 1,000 &7 ,200
Wood ) 1,500
Redhead
Ring-necked 45,000 . |45,000 (45,000 [45,000 | 45,000 | 45,000 | 45,000 2,278,500
Canvasback
Scaup I,W 1.m X’M 1'm “,m
Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Ruddy 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 6,300
Other .
Fulvows Tres Dok | 2,500 | 2,500 | 2,500 117,250
Mottled Dusk 50 | 500 |2000 |2000 | 200/ 200 2,00 104, 650
Coots 15,000 135,000 [15,000 {15,000 | 15,000 | 15,000 | 18,000

(over)




Swans
Geese
Ducks

Coots

(5)
Total Days Use :

(6) (N '
Peak Number : Total Production SUMMARY

Principal feeding areas Pgg)

5,017,800  : _ 75,000 :
15,112,050 _300,600 Principal nesting areas
95,500 ;15,000

Reported by Azér/ £ %

//Jnl: 2. Parkins, IM W

INSTRUCTIONS (See Secs. 7531 through 753h, Wiidlife Refuées Field Manual)

(1) Speciés:

(2) Weeks of
Reporting Period.

(3) Estimated Waterfawl

Dgys Use:

(L) Production:

(5) Total Days Use:

(6) Peak Number:

(7) Total Production:

In addition to the birds listed b_n form, other species occurring on refu;ge during the
reporting period should be added in appropriate spaces. Special attention should be given
to those species of local and national significance, ~

Est.im:ﬁted avefage refuée populations.

Average weekly populations x number of days present for each species.

Estimated number of yoﬂng producéd based on obseﬁatiom and actual courfts on representative
breeding areas. Brood counts should be made on two or more areas aggregating 10% of the
breeding habitat. Estimates having no basis in fact should be omitted.

A surmary of data recorded under (3).

Maximum number of waterfowl present on refuge during any census of reporting period.

A summary of data recorded under (L).

Interior Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C, 3754y

1953



3-1751 (' (

Form NR-1A MIGRATORY BIRDS

(Nov. 1945) (other than waterfowl)

Refuge.. lacassine Months of.. Sep ewber ., Desember 195.7.
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Species First Seen Peak Numbers Last Seen Production . Total
Number |[Total # | Total Estimated
Common Name Number Date Number Date Number Date Colonies| Nests i Young Number__

I. Water and Marsh Birds:
Heren

Smwy Egret
Iittle Blue Heren
Gresn Herem
American Bittern

Anhinga
Black~cromned night

Fhite:Inis
Rails
Gallirunles

II. Shorebirds, Gulls and

Terns:
Grester yellowlegs
Issser yellowlegs
Vilson's sunipe

orin

Yallow~-cromed night he

Commen 4- abundatit thru peried.

thru peried

(over)




(1)

IIT.

IvV.

Doves and Pigeons:
~Mourning dove

White—-winged dove

Predaceous Birds:
Golden eagle
Duck hawk
Horned owl
Magpie
Raven
Crow
Marsh havk
Pigeon Hank

hawic

Sparrew :
Red~Shsuldered hawk

(2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

-

Reported by KK Lo L=

(1) Species:

(R) First Seen:

(3) Peak Numbers:

(4) Last Seen:
(5) Production:

(6) Total:

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C.

INSTRUCTIONS //
Use the correct names as found in the A.0.U. Checklist, 1931 Edition, and list group in A.0.U.
order. Avoid general terms as "seagull", "tern", etc. 1In addition to the birds listed on
form, other species occurring on refuge during the reporting period should be added in appro-
priate spaces. Special attention should be given to those species of local and National
significance. Groups: I. Water and Marsh Birds (Gaviiformes to Ciconiiformes and Gruiiformes)
II. Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns (Charadriiformes) R
III. Doves and Pigeons (Columbiformes)
IV. Predaceous Birds (Falconiformes, Strigiformes and predaceous
Passeriformes)

The first refuge record for the species for the season conceraned.

The greatest number of the species present in a limited interval of time.
The last refuge record for the species during the season concerned.
Estimated number of young produced based on observations and actual counts.

Estimated total number of the speciss using the refuge during the period concerned.

97985



W W

Fara NR-2

RFFUGE Lacassine

UPIAND GAME BIRDS

Months of _September te_Decsmber 31
(1) (2) (3) (6)
Species Density Young Removals atal
Produced i
Estimated
| 2 mmber | Pertinemt information met
! é using specifically recuested.
Cover types, tot - Refuge List introductions here.
Conmon Name | acreage of hadit ﬁh Percentage g ﬁ
Bob-white




3-1753 ( BIG GAME (

Form NR-3 . . .
(June 1945) Fefuge lessssine Calendar Year_l.m

. e o+ A . oo W o e e (7)
(1) (2} (3) (%) () (6) Estimated (8)
Species Density Young Removals Losses Introductions Total Refuge Sex
Froduced X Population Rati
s
Cover types, total w0l J S181e At period As of
Commor. Name Acreage of Habitat Number | s}@ o Blelsl s B Source of Dec.
e Lol | E: -§ ole @ | O Greatest 31
g Ol | e @ 4 ® g g 5 _
AR LA SR ||RIFS |5 use

——

Temarks: 1 deer repurted sesn on Browa's Island after hurricane "Awdrey®

Reported by Jaek ¥. Perkins, Refuge limager




INSTRUCTIONS

Form NR-37 - SIG GAME

(1)

(2)

(6)
(7)

(8)

SFECIES: Use correct common nasme; i.e., Mule deer, black-tailed deer, white-tailed deer. It is
unnecessary tc indicate sub-species such as northern or Louisiana white-tailed deer.

DENSITY: Detailed data may be omitted for species occurring in limited numbers. Density tc be
expressed in acres per animal by cover types. This information is to be prefaced by a
statement from the refuge manager as to the number of acres in each cover type found on
the refuge: once submitted, this information need not be repeated except as significant
changes occur in the area of cover types. Cover types should be detailed enough to fur-
nish the desired information but not so much as to obscure the general picture. Fxamples:
spruce swamp, upland herdwoods, reverting agriculture land, bottomlend hardwoods, short
grass prairie, etc. Standard type symbols listed in Wilciife Management Series No. 7
should be used where possible. Figures submitted should be based on actual observations
and counts on representative sample areas. Survey method used and size of sample area
or areas should be indicated under Remarks.

YOUNG PRODUCED: Estimated total number of young produced on refuge.

REMCVALS: Indicate total number in each category removed during the year.

LCSSES: On the basis of known records or reliable estimates indicate total lcsses in

each category during the year.

INTRODUCTICHNS: Indicate the number and refuge or agency from which stock was secured.

TOTAL REFUGE

POPULATION: Give the estimated population of each gpecies on the refuge at period of 1ts

' greatest abundance and also as o Dec. 31.
SEX RATIC: Indicate the percantage of males and females of each species as determined from

field observations or through removals. 116008



Form NR-5 ( DISEASE ( 161

Refuge__ Lasaseine - Year 194 7
Botulism ‘Lead Poisoning or other Disease
Pertod of outbreak | ‘ Kind of disease
Period of heaviest losses  Species affected
Losses: | Number Affected _
Actual Count Estimated Species Actual Count Estimated
(a) Waterfowl ‘
(b) Shorebirds
(e¢) other
Number Hospitalized No. Recovered % Recovered Number Recovered
(a) Waterfowl Number lost
(b) Shorebirds ;
(¢) Other Source of infection
Areas affected (locatiqn and approximate acreage) Water conditions

Water conditions (average depth of water in sickness
areas, reflooding of exposed flats,etc. Food conditions

Condition of vegetation and invertebrate life Remarks He kmemn dlossse presmt.

Remarks Ho botulisa noted.




( FISH

Form NR~6 Lacassine X 57 1617
Refuge Year 194
Sport Fishing Commercial Fishing Restocking Number re-
Relative Man days Number No. of Pounds Number moved for
Species Abundance Fishing Taken Permits Taken Stocked | Area Stocked Restocking
1g. Meuth Blask Base| Amndant 9,000 36,000 Nomw None bre
Crappie Abundant
1,500 10,000
- Suafish Abundard
REMARKS:

antiuiuhn&mmmm-m spiliways. m‘xﬁﬁxmm-mmu

mtumt.u-dmvorawmmm.



3-1757 {
Form NR-7

. PLANTINGS ‘
(April 1946) (Marsh - Aquatic — Upland)

ottt Year 1957
Amount |
Rate of Planted
Location | Seeding (Acres or Date of
of Area or Yards of |Amount & Nature Plant~ Cause of
Species Planted Planting | Shoreline)| of Propagules ing Survival Loss Remarks
2138

TOTAL. ACREAGE PLANTED:

Marsh and aquatic . .. ...
Hedgerows, cover patches.._.. ... ___.
Food strips, food patches
Forest plantings

Interior—Duplicating Section, Washington, D. C.

24315



3-1758
Form NR-§
(Rev, Jan. 1956)

(,
¥ish and Wiildlife Service

{
Branch of Wildiife Refuges

CULTIVATED CROPS - HAYING - GRAZING

Refuge Lecassine County Camevem State leuislama
Pernittee' s Government!s Share or Return Ureen Hanure,
Cultivated Share Harvested Harvested “Unharvested Total | Cover and Water-
Crops Acreasge | fowl Browsing Crops | Total
Grown Acres | Bu./Tons | Acres| Bu,/Tons | Acres |Bu./Tons | Planted | Type and Kind Acreage
Rye greme 3 b 3 Rye grass 25
Fallow Ag. Land
309
No. of Permittees: Agricultural Operations 0 Haying Operations d Grazing Operations &
Hay - Improved Tons Cash GRAZING Numbeyr AUM'S Cash ACREAGE
(Specify Kind) Harvested Acres Revenue Animals Revenus
1. Cattle n2 3T %6.10 | 17
2. Other
1. Total Refuge Acreage Under Cultivation 25

Hay - Wild

Acreage Cultivetsd as Service Opsration

8




DIRECTIONS FOR FREPARING FOHM NR-8
COLTIVATED CROPS - BAYING -~ GRAZING

Report Form NE-8 should be prepared on a calendar-ysar basis for
all crops vhich were planted during the calendar yuar and for haying
and grazing operations carried on during the sams period,

Separate reports shall be furnished for Refuge lands in sach
coundy whon & reiuge 18 located in more than one com@x or gtate,

Cultivated Crope Orown - List all crops planted, grown and har-
vested on the rsfuge during the reporting period regardless of purpose,

Crops in kind which have been planted by more than one permittee or
this Service shall be combined for reporting purposes.

Pemmittae’s Share - Only the number of acres utilised by the
pormities for his own benefit should be shown under the Acres columm,
snd ondy the mumber of bushels of farm crops harvested by the permittee
for himself should be shown under the Bushels Harvested column. Report
211 crops harvested in bushels or fractions thereof except such crops as
ellage, watermelons, cotion, tobacco, and hay, which should be rsported
in tone or fractions thereof,

CGovermment' s Share or Return - Harvested - Show the acreage and
ramboT OF LUEhels harvested for uhe Uovernment of crope produced by
pormittess or refuge personnsl. Unharvested - Show the exact acrsage
end the estimeted number of busheis of grain available for wildlife,

If grazing 18 made svailable to waterfowl through the planting of grain,
cover, groen memure, grazing or hay crops, estimate the tonnage of green
fond produced or wtilized and report uader Bushels Unharvested column.,

Total Sereage Planted - Repord all scresge plaented, imcluding exop
Pailvres,

Graon Manure, Cover and Watsrfowl Grazing Crops - Specify the acre-
6ge, ¥ind end purpose of the orop. Ihese crops and the screage may be
duplicated under cultivated crops if planted during the year, or a dupii-
eation may occur under hay if the crop results from a perennial planting,

Hay - Improved - List ssparately the kinds of improved hay grown.
Annvel plantings should also be reported under Cultivated Crops, and
perennial hay should be listed im the same manner at time of planting,

Total Refuge Acreage Under Cultivation - Report total land area
davoted to wﬁcﬁﬁm& purposes during the year.

-



3-15T0 ( (
NR-8a

REFUGE GRAIN REPORT

Refuge Lacassine Months of Septamber through Deceaber , 195_“
(¢} (¢9) @) @ (5) (6) 7)
On Hanp | RECEIVED GraiN DisposSEp oF ON Haxp PrOPOSED OR SUITABLE Usg*
VARIETY* BEGINNING DuriNg ToTAL Enp or
oF Periop | Prriop Transferred | Seeded Fed Total Periop Seed Feed Surplus
Cearn oS o8 10 4] 110 o
Rise, Zemith 10 vl L+ ] omwm 3 3 7 7
Rys graes 1500 # (1] 1500 # 700 # 70 § 800 # 800 #
Sqybeans ) - o b o] 1] 3 30

(8) Indicate shipping or collection. points Iake Arthwr, Isuisimms
(9) Grain is stored at Refuge .

(10) Remarks

*See instructions on back.




NR-8a

REFUGE GRAIN REPORT

This report should cover all gram on hand, received, or disposed of, during the period covered by
this narrative report.

Report all grain in bushels. For the purpose of this report the following approximate weights of
grain shall be considered equivalent to a bushel: Corn (shelled)—55 1b., corn (ear)—70 1b., wheat—
60 1b., barley—50 lb., rye—55 1b., oats—30 Ib., soy beans—60 1b., millet—50 1b., cowpeas—60 1b., and
mixed—50 Ib. In computing volume of granaries, multiply the cubic contents (cu. ft.) by 0.8 bushels.

(1) List each type of grain separately and specifically, as flint corn, yellow dent corn, square deal
hybrid corn, garnet wheat, red May wheat, durum wheat, spring wheat, proso millet, combine
milo, new era cowpeas, mikado soy beans, etc. Mere listing as corn, wheat, and soybeans
will not suffice, as specific details are necessary in considering transfer of seed supplies to
other refuges. Include only domestic grains; aquatic and other seeds will be listed on NR-9.

(3) Report all grain received during period from 2ll sources, such as transfer, share cropping, or
harvest from food patches.

(4) A total of columns 2 and 8.
(6) Cclumn 4 less column 5.

(7) This is a proposed break-down by varieties of grain listed in column 6. Indicate if grain is
suitable for seeding new crops. :

(8) Nearest railroad station for shipping and receiving.
(9) Where stored on refuge: “Headquarters granary,” ete.

(10) Indicate here the source of grain shipped in, destination of grain transferred data on con-
dition of grain, unusual uses proposed.

82586



3-1759

{ {
COLLa TIONS AND RECEIPTS OF PIANTING ofOCK

~ Form NR-9 (Seeds, rootstocks, trees, shrubs)
(April 1946)
Refuge _ Lecassine Year 1951 _
Collections Receipts
Date or Total Amoun
Species Amount | Period of Method Unit Cost Amount Source Amounts | Surplu
Collection on Hand

NO COLLECTIONS OR

Interior Dgplicating Sechion
Washington 25, DiF.&»ﬁ(ﬂ




Form NR-11

Refuge

(' TIMBER REMOVAL

(,.

: Year 194
T Lassasine
No., of Units
Expressed in | Rate- Reservations
, Unit or B.F., ties, of Total and/or Diameter
Permittee Permit No, | Location Acreage | etc, Charge { Income Limits Species Cut

™ fram xmov.

ITotal acreage cut over

No. of units removed B. F.

Cords

Ties

Tbtal'income

Method of slash disposal

162



VOBLIC USE - ©. Y. _ 2987

Please supply figuves, or your best astimabes Tor the

following cabegories when appliceble to your refuges

. A Lacassine National Wildlife Refuge.

B, EBstinated tobal use of all tw@ssjmwﬁ;aitcirmdayso

1, Hurting usa {for those refuges having public or
regileted hunting. :

TR0

Estimate visitor~days __ O

@, Fishing use.

Estimsted visitor-days 10,900 .
Miscellanaoue nse {lump sush uses as pickniekling,
swiunlng, wildiife cbeervabion, blrdwaichlng, as
vell as those on the area for business or officisl
use, includlang esonomie uses such as ferming or

trapping.

s

Estimated visitor-days 3,500 -

. Renarke.

January 22, 1958
Tate { Refuge Manager
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