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REPORT OF REFUGE ACTIVITIES
WHITE RIVER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

ST . CHARLES, ARKQNS,A S
FISCAL YEAR 1941

Favorable water levels, accompanied by the fact that two of

the development units were working for the first time, brought a

heavy concentration of waterfowl to the refuge . As compared with

last year, there was an increase of 50% in the waterfowl population .

The peak population for 1941 was approximately one and one-half

million birds, of which at least 90% were mallards . Worthy of

note is the fact that no lead poisoning was observed among the

birds - as had been noted last year .

Banding of waterfowl started with the first heavy concentra-

tions in December, and 1,519 ducks were banded by January 31 . Quail

banding started in the middle of February, and was continued until

the early part of April . 305 Bobwhite quail were banded during this

period .

Outstanding improvements completed during the year were as

follows :

1 . Demonstration Development Area of 176 acres of feeding
range .

2 . Telephone line from refuge headquarters to DeWitt, Ark-
ansas .



2

3 . Section One of Demonstration Area roadway .

Impounding of hogs continued throughout the year, and it

is believed that headway is being made in education of the public

in this matter .

Twenty-four cases involving violations of refuge regulations

were disposed of as follows :

2 cases four months in jail .

2 cases probation, sixx months .

2 - cases dismissed for Army duty .

1 case found not guilty .

14 - cases $50 fine or 30 days in jail .
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Weather Conditions

Average Average
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River Stago

Water Conditions s

tin November 3., the river reached a stage of 21 .8 and con-

timed to rise through Novel 38

stage was reached. This height is

The river gauge is set with sera

This news that approximately 8 of the refuge was flooded,

Water on the loner portion of the refuge (fro: the mouth of

Scrubgrass south) was largely backwater from the Arkansas River

which at that time was

fowl to the extent that it spread the birds out into the

shale back aster, and no concentration.-* of ftoks were ob-

served caring high water . Dry late (tagrue

proper water levels (S feet at Jacks Bay) is perhaps the

wovo bcr 2,54 62 so so 29

bed 56 36 76

Ja rua~ry 3.44 52 27 72 4



best single duck and goose lake on

during the high water . The river stayed at the 26 1 s e

until November 21 when it began to fail This fall cow

ued to December 21, at which timr the riv

and another rise cannenood, reaching the 2

January 14. Throughout most of the duck season there was

sufficient backwater to kee

provide excellent feuding conditions,

shallow backwater and lakes and edges of the tayoua froze

during the cold 11 of the weak of teary 4. and were, no

longer attractive to ducks This frees* was ac

by the migration of thousands of ducks and will be discussed

in the next part of this report

I1 . WILDLIFE

cheeks a

Relatively few decks as compared to f

were in this vicinity until Decnber 10

by the extremely mild weather, and the tact that thousands

of acres of adjacent bottom lands were in teds On

e1i to 14



December 7, a group of non-resident hunters from Ohio rep

that in their duck marshes along Lake Erie there wwo t is s

of ducks, and that geese were -

	

s throughout the state

of Ohio . They attributed this to t mild all and winter

to that date .

After December 10, !sore ducks re noted

they were not present in their usual numbers .

crease was due to the receding water levels w
birds to use the lakes and bayous,, and not to any great in.

fl= of *neew* birds.

On January 4

ducks. All day leaaag on January

sands,, and it was not uncommon to see 10

air at the same instant* de these wo

wars would appear . Observations a from the fir

headquarters ahoasd that from 1/6 to 1/2 the birds from

ly halt the flocks settled in to rest o

water was in the refuge. gerubgrass Bayou was so full of



duck* that local house boat r

moved their boats . Fishermen on White River re

the river itself, which is seldom used by any g

of mallards, was filled all the way

and that Canada geese had rafted

at the mouth of Scrubgrass, and had literally covered up

po rtiens of the ate River Backwater Love* . Cka January

T and 8,,. practically all open voter on the refuge vog gem.

copied by ducks. The cold map did u

Jewry 11, and by that time nearly all of the ducks had

migrated farther aaoth, so that at the time of the anwAal

waterfowl inventory an January 21

were to be found an the refuge

It is believed that daring

trstiou, upwards of two million birds w present on

ge.

00"0:

Geese have reaaained on the refuge about the

late tall and winter . A rtremendous increase was noted at

hat



the Big Island cute Farms, -where approximately

used the fields of oats, wheat

and clipped the greens down so that

	

f

bare. It was noted that the only port

used was a LO' margin around each field,

for geese was all utilized by January

more than 3 0 above the ground

soil improvenent were completely u

This is the first year that geese have used the it*

that vicinity became concerned mar

River Backwater Loves to any great extent .

the newly constructed area south

late October, and the grass was

goose terowte .

Due to unfavorable water conditions on Dry Lake

(true Bayou), geese did not u

late December, but rather chose to use Parish *ad Flagg

Lakes . Alligator lacks in the estrous s theast art of the

refuge was used by large flocks of geese and farmers in

happen



corn fields, however, as no formal complaints were d

is assumed that the coo so dwage was not serious .

Food and Covert

No artificial feeding was done on i e R ver this

season, nor was there say need for su

ditions spread the birds out into the bacft

mast crop been normal, it would have supplied zaqr

tons of feed however, other seeds were in abundance and

there was no lack of available food .

Chufa, swrtweed, and millet along the bayous and

in Goose Iake unit were in excellent condition, but high

water awls it unavailable during mes

Water conditions in the Demonstration Area re as t-

abis, and while the area is not as yet producing to Its

utmost because of the time re(p

millet, and mod, consider

and attracted many ducks throughout the period

ter con.

food was



8,950

he annual waterfowl inventory
closed the followint, numbers of birds on
compared with previous inventory figaress

8pec#,es

	

1939

Mallard

	

181,,500

Black Duck

	

2,600

Griming Teal 120

re

P ntaiI

Wood Duck

Gsneda geese

Quails

Throughout the upland area quail ore abundant,

tioularly on the farm at subbeadquarters and on the Back

Water Lees, in the farm, six coveys of quail were located

in ij hours with one bird dog, and it is felt that under

the present system of farming usil populations are at

their mail s=.

Quail in the uplands outside t

It is felt that many coveys

b r high water in Nave , but most of the abundance

bk



due to a good breedii season .

available, there one would find quail, quail wore subjected

to heavy hunting in December, which was partly caused by the

poor duck shooting, and oven spite of this they continued

to furnish fair bags even daring the last week of the seasm .

The war and its price-raising off

will seriously impair quail habitat local fame a are cl

ing brush patches along stress for a

ire cattle and hogs are being pastured in

Many land owners burned

00

The only anes seen ere noted in

on

ds in Dec ber thin

depriving quail of ewer that they normally would have until

February or early Uarch .

After considering that nearly all human endeavors

this locality work against quail

still provide excellent sport we must came to

atom that this is fundenentally a productive

	

l

	

try.

Woodcocks

Woodcocks sod most of the quarter .



Lake on Thanksgiving Day, a

	

t

out a do . Repeated trips into the an . o

quail season failed to produce any emcee

farm, where there is much fair woodcock habitat,,

have been seen*

Turkey :

Three flocks of turkeys are us

	

of the refug

near Stimson on the Missouri Pacific RalIr

Dove

Dove populations so vs decreased .

lissered that shooting is not a factor in the decline of doves

in this locality, as very few individuals hunt them .

Dow s

Doer continue to increase, and are seen

intervals on the farm and throughout the refuge . Doer hunters

had better luck this past season than a year ago

out the fact that deter are

of wildlife rights an certain portions of the

we have greatly improved our dew herd . The door

which boars

f



in the vicinity of the refuge was a

Deer have been seen co sistently an

vicinity of Ethel, and long;-time residents of that vicinity

soy that they have not son but an ccasional dear during

the last twenty-five years .

Hunters stated that they saw many more

bucks, and the general opinion is that the ratio is b does

to I buck .

During the freeze of January 4, one buck which had

shed its antlers was found drowned in Scrubgrass you,.

More it had fallen through the ice

Raccoons

Raccoons continue to be a

refuge* However, trappers

J

I

icsinity of the refuge

have reported a poor season as compared to last season.

This nay in part be due to the exoe p of sugar
berries in the bottom lands, which have formed the mainn

diet ofraccoons. Lion 'with this Is the fact. that high

awe prices and the demand for more arm and has led

ce



to the destruction of adjacent wood Ic

Timber removal on Bi g Island may impair the

of that area for raccoon habitat .

At least one trapper has had fair luck in that

took 200 raccoons from 2 sections on Big Crook rich is

outside the refuge .

Mink :

Mink populations have seemingly declined

adjacent to the refuge claim that the

very poor as compared to last year

	

s believed t

water in November had considerable influence in the apparent

decline of mink populations„ Witch as

nundatod portions of the refuge .

Squirrel :

Squirrels, both

	

f

on those parts of the refuge where a fairly mature for st is

.found . Squirrels have be= observed feedin g

on wild grapes .

been



I II • PHYSICAL DEVELOPLI''T

Physical developrQent of the refuge was ace p ish

insofar as to push work on the causeway at headquarters .

High water in early November made the cc ploticn of the

project impossible .

The CCC camp, Camp FWS-

	

ab d

I5, 1941 .

IV . REFUGE MAINTENANCE

In addition to a very active

siderablo time has been spent in

telephone lines, buildi ng s, mctoriz

machinery . Cold, dry weather conditions i

hazards at the farm unit, and several fire br

plowed for the emergency .

The partially completed retaining wall broke from

the anchors, and moved out of line in several places, due to

the poor manner of brac.4-% . Im iedi ately the wall was

anchored properly, and no movement ha la

aeon

r



V . E JBLIG NELATIONS

o recreational use has been n

quarter because W the presence of waterfowl .

Local Hunting :

In general, duck hunting has been

men place the kill at 50% that of last year .

to have reduced the kill are as follows :

1 . Extremely mild weather throughout the wissi sippi
Valley during most of the cock season.

Unseasonably high water flooded then sands o
of bottom land, and thus spread the ducks over a
large area, where hunters could not keep them at rr
up and Plying .

Goose hunting was the best in years. Large conoon

trations on the Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers contributed

to this, as the birds flew from these areas to adjacent

oat fields . Undoubtedly many goose res

	

on the refuge

fed on exterior fields as well, The relatively poor duck

bunting turned many hunters to goose and probably e

hunting pressure was exerted on them this season than at

any time in the past . Good kills of geese were repo



throughout the entire season .

Visitors :

James Silver
Arthur Miller
P . C . McMan
D. E. Booth
Fred H . Lang
State Senator grey
C . W. Leveau
Dr .* Clarence Cottam
R, E, Griffith

Refuge Violations :

The following is a list

lations of refuge regulations :

Name

Carrol Cooper
vin i

	

rin
Barney Ashburn
Curd Williams
iarris P. Thompson
Ira I. Nadio
Will Ingish

of men apprehended for vio

In additio, Jack McKenzie and Orval Rush were app-

handed for shooting doves out of season .

All cases are pending in court



The project is now coos

The following quail were r

and Fish Cmmission under Permit No

8ovenber

	

8-'Females

January

	

27'-Fe tes

Month S&Cies male Female

Nor .

	

Quail

	

9

Jon,

	

Quail

	

36 27

to,

VI . SPECIAL USE PEN: ITS

The rollowi% raccoons and minks were removed by the

Arkansas 'Game and Fish Commission as a Federal Aid

under Permit No . 41-241*

Total to ictober 51,. 1941

Month Species Male F

75

1e

Nor. Raccoon 30 30 60

Nov . Link I

Dec . Raccoon 31 45

Dec . Mink 5 2 20.



ate

C
vat r'prevented

	

banding during the quarter .

:season and the spring migration of 1941s

4imi Band Retume t

a

Ma and
Mallard
Mallard
Mallard
Mallard
Mallard
'allard
Mallard
Mallard
Mallard
Mallard
al

al

1

	

6 miles
1

	

1/4 mile
2
5 (Arkansas Game & Fish Camission

quail-trapping project at fin.)

Total "sands

70
1
2
1

13
3
1
2
4
1
3
4
S
3

Total 113

bar Distance MON
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