NOXUBEE NATICHAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
NARRATIVE REPORT

SEFTEIBER 1 to DECEXBER 31, 1942
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A.

Noxubee National #ildlife Gefugme

- s A e we e

Refuge Harrative Report
September 1 to December 31, 1942

I. GENTRAL

Weather Counditions.

¥ax. Tates Yax. Mix;.' Dates ¥in.
Precipitation Temp. Occurred Temp. Occurred

August  S.24 101 z 60

September J.13 98 11 41 29
Ootober 1.73 8¢ 17 30 27
November «33 82 8, 9, 18 30 28

December  5.57
Readings, except precipitation, sre from State College, Hiss.

September: PFrecipitation at Headgquarters wes 3,13 inches or .29
ineh sbove the 3tate College, ¥iseissippi normsl. Rain fell on
sight days during the month with the grestest amount in any 24
hours being l.1 inches on ths 8ths. Following that date there were
only shwers.

October: Precipitetion was 1.73 inches or 1.14 inches below
normals Hain fell on six days but the greater portion of the
totel fall, 1.17 inches, ceocurred on the 3lgt day of the month,
Thue the whole month of October was unusually dry.

Hovember: The rainfall for November was .83 inch or 2.69 inches
below normals There was messurable rainfall on four days with the
bulk of the fall ocourring in the last wesk of the month. This
shortage, coupled with the Uctober shortage, resulted in a very
dry month. Hany wells and stoek ponds went dry for the first time
in fifteen to twenty years. The weather bureau lists this ag the
driest Hovember since 1924.

December: The rainfall for Decewber totaled 5457 inches which is
+24 ineh above normal. Of this 3.06 inches fell on the 26th of the
month but moderate rains esrlier in the month had helped to relieve
the dry conditions prevailing earlier. .

Reviewing the summer season it will be noted that rainfall
was deficient in May, June, and July for a total of 3401 inches
during that period. This deficisncy, plus the 3.30-inch deficiency
in the last third of the year, combined to make the whole growing
season below normel.
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Bs Water Conditions.

The dead low on the Sluff lake guage is .3 feet flowing through
the spillwaye. At the beginnins of the third period the reading was
«3 fect and never varied more than .3 feet above that until mid-Dee-
ember. At that time the puage resched .7 feet and rose from thers
to l.1 feet at the periods ead. Thus szain this period the flow
of water was remarkably uniforz as it was during the summer period.
This lonz period of minimum Fluctustion was very conducive to the
growth of equatic plant life.

Ce Pires.

The period covered by this report covers the usual fell fire
seagcns Owing this pericd there were 12 fires. This is the
smallest numbor of fsll fires on recopd for the four years that the
records cover. Previous years records show 14, 16, md 25 fires,
respectively. This record of a small number of fires was achieved
"in spite of the faet that rainfall wes ssriously deficient during
Qetcber, Hovember, mand the first part of December.

The only thing good about the fire reeord for the psriod is
the number of fires. The ecresge burned was exceeding high, In
two cases strings of 1& to 20 fires wers set thet all burned
together as one fire. These vagses occurred at the time of high
wind and extrsme drouth, resulting in s very large soreags burned,
The totel acresge burned for the period was 11,106.52 sores or
926454 mores per fire on goveramenteowned land. Ths large firss
were definitely of inecendisry origin. The cases are being investi-
gated by the ¥BI aec sabotage cases but to date there hes been no
formal report.

I1. ¥ILDLIPE

A Migratory Birds.

i Pagculaﬁians. and Behavlors

Higretory birds have been more plentiful this fall than ever
before. The very first dusks to appsar was a flock of 27 baldpates
on September 24. There were no additions until Oeotober 26 when
many ducks of several species arrived on the edge of a cold wave
as shown on form ¥R-l. Close watch was rmsintained to see this
first lot of ducke and they were sesn the first day. $Sinos that
time other flocks have come and gone with 14 species of ducke and
mergangers Maving been identifieds A flook of & Colden Yyes were
seen for the first time since April 11, 1939 when Zimmermsn saw 2
males, A flock of 2 meles and 1 female Canvas backs was seen on
Bluff Lake December 27, 1942. " This it o new recard for this refuge.
This flock was zeen several times at close range.
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. A large Plock of Coots caws in on Jotober 23 but scon dispersed.
Pied=billed Grebes have been much nore numerous than previously. An
unusual concentration of 20 fireat Blue erons was noted in the dead
timber in the bmck part of 2luff lLake Tecember 3 and again on the
4th. New records for the refu-e includes = %Yora Rail picled up
September 15, This bird appeared to be injured but after being fed
and rested it was released end not seen againe On September 24 '
Jams Allen reported a bird thut was belicved, from his description
and atady of pistures,to be a XKing Rail.

2. Pood mnd Corer.

The food conditions in Bluff lake continued to improve during
the earlv part of thig pericd so that there was a great deal
mope natural food available in the lake for watsrforl than ever
before:. Srasenis coverad areas of severel acres in extent both in
open water and under stands of deed timber. The beds of Fotamogeton
diversifolius were aleo unusually extensive.

Upland Game Birds,

1. Populations and Behavior.

The favorable conditions noted for quail in the sumsr report
continued unehanged so that even late broods appear to have thrived.
One brood of birds just large snough to fly was seen on Qotober 6
and wag later noted to have developed well, General refupge wide
observations throughout the gericd confirmed the belief that guall
were more plentiful this year than previously. The large fire thet
burned over most of the area designated for opening to hunting this
yoar oveurred 3just at the time when censuses were to have bsen tabken.
This fire go disrupted the birds that it was felt that censusss run
at thie time would be meaningless. Howsver, the Headqusrters Quail
Ares was not disturbed by burning and a fall census was run on ite
The results of this census indicate that there 12 coveys in the arsa
this year as compared with 10 coveys last vear. The aversge covey
this year was 13 birds with 18 the largest number. This indieates
e 207 gain on this ssmple srea which is thought to be typlesl.

2¢ PFood snd Covers

Tue to the very poor showing of the mized-grain food strips
planted lsat fall this type of food strip was sliminated this falls
4 totel of 62 miles of ten~foot food strip-fire bresks were plowed
durinz Ootdber and approximately ons-half of this mileage was planted
to veteh;, erimson clover, and wild winter pees. The seeds were
not mixed but the sites believed mest favorable to a spescies were
planted to that kind: The unplanted portions will be planted in
the sprisg to isld peas and gorghuma

Cover is plentiful on all except the large burn. Thers are
& few unburned islends within the area of the big burn and also
some pleces where the fire burned very slowly st night. These
plases continus £o furnish v me covere
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Generally speakinr lack of cover is not a problam on this
refuge, rather the reverse is true. The old fieclds grow up so fast
to pine, hardwood sprovts, briars and brocasedge thet ths cover
becomes too denss for the birds. ¥ost coveysz are found close to
either a road or rloodstrip~fire break. In sddition to the 62 miles
of fell-plowed fire breaks-foodstrips, = total of 284 miles of
abgndened roads and abandoned loz reilroad lines were bladed out
to serve priwmarily az fire breaks, but alco serve as a bresk in
cover for the birds. The fact that coveys are very frequently
flushed in these breaks indicate that they are at least of some
value to the birds.

D+ Fur Aniwals, Fredators, Koderts, and other Mammals.

In accordance with approved plans traps were set along the
Bluff Lake dam to oatsh nuskrats that were dsmning in the dame
They were left there only a couple of days as the water rose.
During that time one very large snd fiue Reccoon was oaught. As
it was only slightly injured it was relessed at eadquerters and
was not seen againe. Different people living around the edge of the
refuge have reported that théy are beginning to see soon sign now
more plentiful than for many years past,

Muskrats do not appesr to have inereased ag fast as it was
expected they woulds Very little sien is sesn sround the lake.
Another effort will be mmde to remove the ones that have been
denning in the dame

Be Predaceous Birdsz.

Two Amerisan Eagles, in full adult coloration, have been seen
over Bluff Lske almost daily. One of them was seen to be harrying
& small duck on Bluff Lake. The duck was too far away for positive
identification. 4 small flock of crows is wintering on Bluff Lake.

IXI. REPUCE DEVELOPHIET? AND WATHTIHASCE

4« Physioal Wﬁiﬁp&iﬁﬁtc :

No development work has besn undertaken during this period.
There has been no CCC of WPA project in operation and no jobs heve
been undertaken {rom refuge funds. What labor has been available -
hae been kept busy seraping fire breaks in September, plowing
foodstrip~fire breaks in Octcber, fighting fire in NHovember and
working at road memintenance in Decembar.

Be P lminﬁﬁo
3. Upland Herbasceous letiag_.

The only type of plantings made durinz this pericd was
foodstrip~lire break planting, which is discussed under Upland Game
Food snd Covers
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4. Cultivated Cropse.

The tabulation of the resultrc of coorzerative farming is shown
on form R-8. . Tt wi 1l be noted that several of the small arresments
entered intc wers never worked. 1In each ¢cse ths permittee thought
in the spring that he wes goinz to be able to handle some additional
land but later Found that, for various reasons, he could not work ite
Ir one or two cases the pervittee got the land plowed up and planted
but never worked his erop. This served the purpose insofar as the
needs of the refupge were concerned as i* broke the land and retarded
reversions It will be noted that yislds per acre were very poor
which is the reason it is so hard to ront the refuge land for agricul-

ture,

Collections.

Yo collections of any kind were made.

Receliptg of Seed and Mursery Stock.

The only receipts was 5 bushels of corn and 1) bushels of
veteh from Wheelsr Refuge for feeding wildlife and for foodstrip
planting.

IV, FCONOMIC USY OF REFUGE

Trers is nothing new to discuss wder thic heading ss no new
typss of uses have been started during this peried. '
7P S . 2

Vi. PUBLIC RELATIONS

Refure Visitorsa

Name of Visitor and Gervice Dates of Vieits

drthur Fe ¥iller, Refuge Supervisor, P38 Hovenmber 19, 1942.
Honty Peyne, Fxtension Farecter--Miss. Hovember 20, 1842
¥r. legpett, State Fara&tar—~§isaiﬂszep1 Hovember 20, 1942
¥re Yeuse, FRI Agent 11/19, 12/10, & 1/6/43
¥re. Temes, PRI Agent - Fovember 1%, 18542
ﬁesars, Hardesty % Fedrie, Zonning " '

Techniciens of SCS ' Deoexber 3, 1942
Cols Oxford of AXmllnry frway Petrol Havamber 15, 1942
Capts Plumer of "igs. I'way Pa trol “ovember 19, 1842
-Hunting.

It was 1M+end°d that a pertion of the refuze should be opened
to the hunting of quail and squirrels this year but the big fire
burned over the majer portion of the area that was to have been
opensd 8o the hunt was canceled. There was considerable interest
expressed locally in the intended openins and refuge personnsl have
been careiul to point out to everyone who inguired thet it was not
opensd due to the big fire. Loocal agitation for duck hunting on
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Bluff Lake and adjoining stresmms increases each year but to date
has not reached imporiant proportions.

L. Fiﬂhigo

F.

Bluff Lake was open to fishing from ¥ay 1 to September 30
this sesaszon. The #ay 1 to August 31 fighing was reported in the
previous narrative repart for that period. The fisghing far the
whole geason was the subject of a special report submitted Cctober 8,
1542, Por the month of September there were 865 adult and 12
children permits scld which was considered very good for the month.

The general opinion of flsherumen indicated that fishing was
improving on the lake. The bass particularly were larger this year
8o that it was seldom necessary to throw [ish back.

Violatioas.

At the f£all session of Federal bourt geveral pending cases
were digposed of.

Henry Sprusll, charged with hunting and killing four sgquirrels
on the refuge on July 4, was given a 60~day suspended jail sen’cazma.

He W. Hudeapeth, eherged with ataalan governnent-opwned wire,
was fined $25.00.

In the ease of Rube Prigoek, charged with trespass and stealing
government fruit, no true bill was returned and the Distrieot Attorney
did not hold him on the trespass charge.

‘In the cass of Dave, Walter, and Charles Lowery, charged with
setting a fire on government land, the Grend Jury returned a true
bill but the men plead not guilty so the case was set over to the
spring tera of court.

Stanley Keys was apprehended huntine on 351uff Lake for ducks
on Decewber 3, 1842. Affidevit was suurn out and forwarded to
ﬁums %anagemant iwant Davise , ‘

Enrl Sanﬁers was apprehended on detober 5, 1542 hunting and
killing two grey squirrels. Affidavits have be@n forwarded to
Game Heansgement Agent Davis.



In addition much investigative work has been carried out in
an effort to apprehend fire sestiers. Special Agent Charles W,
¥auze of the Federal Bureau of Investigation has made three trips
into the area to investigate fire setting and is continuing his
investigstion. HRefuge personnel have spent congiderable time with
him and on independent invesgtigation work but no tangible results
ean be listed as yst.

Submitted by:

Sawuel He. Leamb,
Reluge jJanager.
January 8, 1943.

Approved: j W

ezzanal Dirgctor




Form NR-1

MIGRATORY BIRDS

Refuge Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge Months of Jeptember 1 4, December 31 , 1942

16

sGesus~~Flock heard over Bluff lake ifnonipght, thought to bs blue and snow geeas-—n:rber not knowne
*Xing Bail--Seen only onve-~f{irst record.
*Sora Rail-~Seen only once~~firss record.

(1) (2) 3 (1) (5) (6) (7)
Species Pirst Observed Common Peak Concentration Last Observed Young Produced Total

N : | No. Esti- | Number

Common Name Number Date Date Number Date Number Date Broods|Avg.|mated | Using

: » i , Obsvd. | Size| Total | Refuge

- Pled~billied Urede 1 9 23 12, ;S
Doudle~oregted Cormorant 8 e/28 X 141 12/3 141

. Great Blue Heron Resid .y iz2/3 20

- Americsn Fgret _ ‘ 4 9/21 4
sdesse wae : -

- Hallerd 200 |10/28 | 10/28 500 12/4 500
Gadwall i 19/ -
Baldpate : 27 8/24 10/88 48

-4 ioan Pintall O/ -
resn-winged T 4 |39 L 11
Wood Duck gident _ 200
Redhead 3 12/4 3
é&m&ek&ﬁ Duck % 11/10 150 1110 250
! u;&' Soau ‘ﬁmk 8 11/10 180 11/10 20§
fuday Daok. oneve P Flosk of 6 pemaingd sl
Hooded Merganser T 10
American zanser 3 B -
Balé Eagle e 10/2 1 s/21 2
*ﬁng Rail 1 9/2¢ | -
*3ora Rall 1 18/16 -
Aserioan Coot 126 10/15 | 10/19 | 650 2 1000

REMARKS: (Pertinent information.no specifically requested)




UPLAND GAME BIRDS

N
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13

Form NR-2
Réfuge Hoxubes Hational ¥ildlife Refwge Months of September 1 to _December 31 , 194 2
(1) (2) oo S (5) (6) (7).
Spec:.eq Density Produced Ratio Removals Total Remarks
| 48 | < [Estinated -
: Acres |y mold g’ é d H number Pertinent information not
. “. “-|Cover types, total| per 28ul7 a8 £l 8 8] using specifioally requested, -
Common Name acreage of habitat Bird é Hola e Percentage =§: evlee Refuge List introductions here,
 Quail *} n b onle 7,600
* Only bropd of pewly hatched birgks e span ip this peribd.
Yore alled meﬁsﬁ of osnsus ruu jon g area is given iu text,




Form NR-6 FISH R o
| | Refuge__ Neaxubes Nstional Wi1dlife Gefuge Year 1942 )
: Sport Fishing Commercial Fishing Restocking | Number re- -
Relative { Man days Number No. of | Pounds Number - moved for
Abundance Fishing Taken Permits | Taken Stocked | Area Stocked Restocking
| . 1 3,&1 Wot known | Fooe | #one | :zxs:n Jone | Sore

aulpyl 2 College [bas md cojesssion fhr fiehing and | -

” * Pighing was consideresd to be better this yesr than vioug year, indiesting that
favorable relativ: sbundence wes being &gﬁam w pre e




SN

Bvﬂii 3133 :

groan

Ieyoar ssedlinge 3/1=5/50|
A1} above nwseny

Form NR-7 - PLANTINGS ™o
(Marsh - Aquatic - Upland)
Refuge_ Nemubos Hatiosal ¥ildlife Befuge Year 1942 .
Amount .
_ - Rate of Planted
Location Seeding (Acres or Date of
: of Area or Yards of |Amount & Nature | Plant- , Cause. of
Species . "Planted Planting Shoreline)| of Propagules ing (Survival Loss Remarks
shortlesf Plas |Betheden &| %o blook | 21,300 | Z-yesr secdlingd 1/1-/18 01 | Sevore froeding
' éoma 411
Leblolly Pime South of | plents set| 26,360 Iayn-rsStaliﬁgsifli;j::r 5%
Lsspedess bieoler leynar seadlinggl /i 92-96%
Privet Yeyour sesdlingdlA~s/50| 987
‘Bawthorn leyonr caedlingdl/1-3/50| 33608 | Precaing of
o ‘ plenta in trepelt
Elack looust

~ TOTAL ACREAGE PLANTED:

Marsh and aquatic

Hedgerows, cover patches
Food strips, food patches
Forest planti 8

Trosion Contrs

Generally 3 to 8 rnus, sgsagé - 3‘8* azamg ensh side of washes and gulliees

‘Generally 3 to § ylents eet bebind emsh sheck dam,
8 8% thickly to average 3* x 3' spaoinze

lents set in sach rail fencs corner.

Called
Eto &

1618




. CULTIVATED CROPS

Form NR-8 ~_
| Refuge_Hexubss Waticual ¥ildlife Refuge _Year 194 %
N
: ( Avg. | No. Acres -
Permittee Actual Yield | Bu. Left Cash .
(If Farmed by "] Unit or | Acreage Per Har- Stand~- Compensatory Recelpts
Refuge, Indicate) | Permit No. | Location | Cropped | Crops Grown | Acre | vested| ing Services to Refuge
Bookun, Barph 8384 L5885 4 Corn 5 | 67 3. 0 tu, for refuge| )
R » - 5 —— ~ . -
i 2 |serghum  [100 gMonoeatd 1/8 inz & Clewrihg O
Bevill, Nllle 2808 |corn iz 57 +] left in sora o
. : Sorhan Ko 10 1/8 - 0
Corn 12 €5 a — )
Fonswforphigs | ww | o= = - 9
oy _i=ton |1 tons| © iy gut 2
Corn I N ) %ﬁ%ﬂg & eloarizg a
Peusg . ) 3 , L
o o
Y.’ 0
3 0
1/ 9
18 Brusaliy & Cloarige a
0 )
Corn 16 r 3 T Prushing & Clesrii g
Peas — — 1/2 0
) /2 |Totad
_ o ’ Refuge Share Acres left
Summary of Crops Grown: Cx"opsv ' Acreage Bu. Harvested Standing

8¢t Contiinmat

| et f‘w Skm»m;x

16l




© pofa NR-8 ™. CULTIVATED CROPS .. Page B
Refuge__ Howubos Hationsl Wildlife Refuge Year 194 2
‘ ] Avg. No. Acres
Permittee Actual Yield | Bu. Left Cash .,
(If Farmed by Unit or | Acreage : Per Har- Stand- Compensatory Receipts
Refuge, Indicate) | Permit No. | Location | Cropped | Crops Grown | Acre | vesied ing Services to Refuge
fhins, Jos 7617 riaR4.817| 1 Garden -~ — = Prushing snd clenfing O
. ﬁ ke - ) - }:‘ﬂ; f?ﬂg - PV 1}6 0
stuae, WAL 6245 MegIs.s 4| 4 corn 1 | e o Prushiss & Clearifg )
- . - . ] Feanuts 16 45 Q ‘ o
= .= " L 1 fSorghus 20 zald20 gale| 14
- 2 * " o » : 4 Fons - w— . 38 )
 Youns, Jobn 2611 Hothiag done .
- YToung, Willism - . 8246 TY7.04585 | &~1/8 [Corn 15 87 o 1t in oo G
. e ] : | 212 |Gerden - — o} ine & Clemeripg Q
" » - o 5 fay 1 ton |3 tons g 4
- » ] . % Tene - - 1 g
Totdl
o ‘ Refuge Share Acres left
Summary of Crops Grown: Crops Acreage Bu. Harvested Standing
gorn Bie3/4 10 o
S - Pous I0=1/%" O 16—
Torghum = i 78
Ny 8 o v
Teanute k] 3 ]
Zarden T b hd
 Fess=5orghun ) o LI
Total 84=7/12 B=1/8 161




Foria NR-9 COL.  =TONS AND RECEIPTS OF PLANTING =<K .
(. 2ds, rootstocks, trees, shrubs; 20
Refuge  Hexubee Hetional Wildlife Refuge Year 194_2 -
Collections Receipts
Date or _ Total Amount
Species Amount Period or Method Unit Cost Amount Source. Amounts | Surplug -
Collection on Hand
ghortlseal Pine 21,300 8cs Eone w—
Leblelly Pine 29,350 Porest Service| Hone -
lespedusa bioalor 25,300 SCS Yons -
Privet 4,700 8CS tone -
Huwthorn 8,7 8¢s Yone —
Blaock Loocust 15,000 {ﬂn. Forest Serd Kone -
Vetoh 1=1/2 Bue [Fheeler Lefuge | None -
Sorghun 4=1/2 Bue |Purchased Loosl| Xone —
Square~gtem Spike ,
rush §0 1bve. | 7/20/42 vigging Hot ecomputed None Hone
goft=sten bullrush | 60 lbs. | 7/10/42 migring ¥ot computed Hone Hone
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Toxubes Xutional Wildlife Befuge
Starkville, Mississippi

July 6, 1942.

Regional Director,
Pish end ¥ildlife Service,
Atlanta, Georgise
Dear iirs. Silver:

Atteched 1s the anmual report for Joxubee Reluge for the
fiscal yéar 1942. in sboence of specilic ingtrustions this
report was made up in the same mamner as the report for the
fiseal year 19541.

Very truly yours,

Samel H. Lamb,

Refuge Manerer.
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ARHUAL HARRATIVE REPORT

HOXUBYL HATICHAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

STARKVILLE, EISSISS8IPPI

FISCAL YEAR 1942

I« ®ILDLIFE

Ae List of Birds

There follows a list of the birds poted on the refuge during

the fiscal year 1942 not previously reported. Records were made

largely by Thomas Z. Atkeson and Tom Kirksey. The 21 species here

reported ralges the total list ¢to 181 species noted.

Horned Grebe

Swan (Fhistling)
Snow Goose

Redhead

Anerican Herganser
Red-breasted merpanser
Hoodooek

Herring Gull
Compon Tern

least Tern

Black Tern
Caspian Tern
Sereech Owl

Great Hormed Owl

Colymbus auritus

Cypnus colwsbisnus

Chen hyperborea

¥yroca americena

Hergus merganser ameriocamus
Yergus serrator

Fhilohela minor

Larus argentetus

Sterns hirundo hirusdo
Sterna axtillarun antillarum
Chlidonias nigre surinsmensis
Hydroprogne caspia imperateor
Otus asio

Bubo virginianus
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Short~Billed M¥ersh Wren
¥agstern Warbling Vireo
Fagtern Yellow Werbler
Wesfern Palm Warbler
Zastern Grasshopper Sparrow
Vegper Sparrow

White=Cromed Sparrow

Be Concentretions of Birds

1. Hatorfowl

Cistothorus stellaris

Vireo gilvus gilwvus

Dendroica sestiva eestive
Dendroica palmerunm palmarum
Armodranmus savannerum australis
Ponecetes granmineus

Zonotrichia leucophrys

As wmany as BOU dueks could bhe found on Bluff Lake throughout

the winter with an estimated 1000 present on twe different ocomsions.

This represents & large increass over previous numbers reported.

There was a falrly constent population of mallards and associnted

species throughout the wWinter reachine a pesk of 400 in Junuery 1842.

A floek of 100 ringneck ducks was noted in Hovember 1941. A flock

of 700 coots apreared October 21, 1941 and preduslly dispersed

during the balances of th month.

A [leck of 60 blue snd snow gesse circled over Bluff lake for

geveral minutes Ootober 25, 1841 but 4ld not light.

Double~Crested cormorants gather in numbsrs up to BOO on

Bluff Lake in late April end then disperse.

2+ Uplend Game Rirds

Last year quell wers reported to bs dsoreasing, snd uwp to

that time that appearsd to be truse A Pavorable breeding season

last summer largely reverssd the trend so that quail are now very
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Zarly spring csonsuses showed from 8 to 12 coveys per section with
sn mverage cof ten to twelve birds por covey. One lundred miles
of 10=foot=wide food strip~fire bresks werc plowsd and planted
during the year aomd approximetely 300 esros controlled barned to
improve quail habitat conditions.

Yourning doves agpear to be on the incresse although no
def'inite flgurss arc svellables Only one turkey has been geens

Ce Momcels
| Pox am groy squirrels sre abundante That grey fox may bo
gomewhet less numerous this year than last, i¢ reflsoted in e big
inoresse in thw susber of rabbits sven. Babbite virtunlly destroyed
21l plentings of soybwans on food stripse
Huskrats are inoreasing in Biulfl Iakes Hink, reccoon, and
cpoBSUm Are froguently sesn and appear to be inereasinge ¥ink
algn econtiones fo be more widely dbbributed over the relugss The
hesver wolony sstablished an loakfomm oresk shows inoressing
aotivity with eleven doms now builts Three colonies are now
sgtablished in or very sloge to the refuge.
WATR CONDITIONS
Bluff Luke is the only suter lmpoundment. The weber level
was falrly omctent without eny extremely high perdod. Hainfall
Doy the ares hac been consistently below normal throughout the years
TUPROVEXINTS
4s Flantings
1ls Aguatle Flantings
The f ollowing aquatic and marsh plantings have been pade

in Fluff Lake during the year,



Seed Plantings: 1/2 pound Brasenis shreberi -~ July 7, 194l.

Plagtings of Vegetative parts: 60 pounds Polygonum muhlenbergii--

July 7, 1941. 75 pounds Potamogeton americeanus-~July 7, 194l.

Results from this end, mors particularly, earlier plantings,

have been wery goode As a result beds of Bragenis shreberi and

Potamogeton diversifolious cover large areas of the more shallow

baoicwater portions of the lakes In fact, thess suiteable arcees
are virtually completely covered by one or the other of these
plants. Bresenis is recidly spreadinc to every suitable places
The spread of the square-stem spike rush and bullrush has been
vary satisfectory, slthourh less sgpectacular,
2+ Upland Plantings~~Herbaccous
{me hundred miles of 10«foote~wide food sirip-fire breoaks
were planted during the year, including 30 miles planted in the
fall ¢ & mixture of wheat, barley, oats, and rye and 70 miles
vlanted in the spring to short strips of gither soybeans, cowpeas
or sorghune The fall preins produced an sbundence of winter
greens but very little spring grain due to insufficient rainfall
during the spring season. Cood stands of cow peas and sorghm
are found on the springeplanted strips but the soybeans werc all
destroyed by rabbits.
S+ Upland Plantings--Hoody
Aa 8 part of thesooil and molsture conservation operstions
101,350 trees and shrubs wers plamted on eroding lands in mixtures,

sspacially on galls and around gully sides.



The following species and amounts were used:

Bhortleal Fins 21,300
Loblolly Pins 25,350
Privet 4,700
Hawthorn - 5,700
Black Locust 15,000
Lespedeza bicolor 25,300

Inﬁ.tiél survival anpears to be very high on all exscept

Hewthorn and Shortleaf pine.
4. Cooperative Farcing
Cooperative {arming agreements ha m been sntersd into

with 17 farmers for the farming of 155 sores of refurs lands.
A11 agreements call for the planting of fped patches for the
Govermsentts share.
Bs 5011 and Hositure Comservetion Operations

4 total of 2,825400 was made svailable for use on the
rni’ug;é from soil and moisture conservation operation fundsa

The major items of work done includes

ulehing | 120,170 £ge 7S
Bank $loping 86 banks
Ciannel Cutbing 14 each
Tree and Shrub Planting 101,350 plants
Pond Dam Repair | 12 dams
Pance Construsti on end Hepair 2-1/4 miles
Pencing Stock Ponds . 124 rods
Pasture Reseeding and Improvenent 15 aores
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C« ¥isecellaneous Improvements
1. Tool iouse
An 0ld building waz moved into the heamdquarters sarea,
renovated and peinted to be used as & tool house. The building
megsures 166" x 2474",
2e Oi.lb House
Another old building wes moved into the headquarters site,
ranoveted and painted for use as an oil house. It msesures
124" x 15%4%,
3. Light Plant House
A building, 8Y5" x 10'4", was moved into the headquarters
lot to be used as a light plant house. The building was rerocofed,
cénorekbe floor added, and mmm&. \’
4+ Granery
A building coversd with galvaniged iron roofing on top
and sides wus moved into the headquarters srea, near the open
equipment shed, to be used as & grenery. It required aniy 8
minimum of reconditioning. It memsures 8' x 10'. ‘
S« 8pence Subsistence Parm Unit
At the Spence subsistence farm wnit & small building was
zoved in and reeonditioned to serve &s & brooder house snd snother
larger bullding moved im end repaired for a poultry houses. The
rezidence, meat house, brooder house, poultry house, toilet and |
garsge were all painted with green creosote stain on the outside
and the interior of the residence painted with kalsomine. Pasture
and lot fences were built or rwéaditignué as nsededs A one~half
mile sxtension was built to the telephone line to connect up this
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8. Kepton Tomer Subsigtence Farm Unit
At thiz unit 2 small brooder house was built of salvaged
material exi an sddition built onto the barne The house was wired
for electricity.
7. ¥urphy Patrolman Residence
At tvis loeation the house wns kalgomined on the ingide
and thes outside stained wiih creogote stein, The meut house,
well house, and poultry house were also painted with gresn ereosote
stuine. 4 toilet wus woved in and gtained snd e building wes moved
in to serve as a garage but not reconditioned.
8. Biuff Lekre Dom Repalir and ¥aintenance
The S0il Conservation Service rebrushed both faves of the

uf? Take dama. All rivwulet erosion runs were filled snd sodded.

3"
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3 Improvensot to Headguarters Bulldings

‘ ‘7;‘};*:3 woll heuse was raiced and o foundation built under i%
o provent rotting. The wash house at the munazers residesce was
reconditionsd &ﬁi painted.
STRIARY OF LAY MEPORCEUENT
in loesl State Court the following apprehended hunters plead

gullty and were fined:

Frank Brown £10.00 and costs
Oris Doughty IQ.QO and costs
Halter Brooks 10,00 and costs
Juke Yosley 10,00 and costs




In Federal Court the following ren plead guilty ss indieated

and fined:

Less Rusgh hunting 325400 and 30 days (suspended)

Rebert T, Ivy Illegal ocoupancy 60 days (suspended)

Tna & Nan Zinard » v 80 days (suspended)

Te As Livingston a # 60 days {suspended)

Jack filliama " " Served 30 days of suspended
sentence~~ 3 ysars probation

Le Co MoClellsnd trapping #2500 and 30 deys (suspsnded)
3 years prcobation

Mre To C. Sutile trespass 520,00 fine

Herman Sanders trespass 525400 nnd 30 days (E%pmﬂ@d}
3 years probation

Prince #illiams hunting 8100 and 30 days (suspended)

in addition James Xinard waes charged with hunting. The cése
weo 1ol prossed by the District Attorney me the msn was drafted
inbo Lhe Arays )

Waiter, Dave, and Chmrley Lowery were all epprehesded sstting
fires on Government land and all mede bond befors Us $. Cmiasimm
They will be brought to trisl in the £all ters of court 1942.

Rebert L« Hudespeth was charged .wi%:h illegal possession of
Governmenteownsd fence wire. iHe made bond and will be tried in
Federal Court in the fall term 1942.

Thus every eage that hes comes up has besn asted upon favorably
resulting in convictions. This action has resulted in very material
desrease in theemount of hunting, tresvaseing and viclations of all

kinds.
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Ve RECRIATION

- The only forn of reereation on the Hoxubse Refugs is fishing.
Bluff Lake is open emci year from iy 1 to Jepteamber 30, Duriag
July, hugust end September of 1941 a total of 2,530 edults und 40
children permits werc sold, the adults at 30.50 gach and the
children at +0.25 eache. During ¥ay and June 1542 4,123 adults and
539 ehildren peruits were sold, as ncarl, us ean be dobtermineds
Fiuhiné continues to be good with Lerge-mouthi Black Bass, Sunfish,
and Crappie being most abundants. OF rough Lish, Cetfish, Grinnel

end esls arc frequently taken.
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