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Noxubee National Vildlife refuge

Refuge Narrative Report
September 1 to December 31, 1942
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The period covered by this report covers the usual fall fire
seasol. D in, this period there were 12 fires . This is the
smallest number of fall fires on record for the four years that the
records cover . Previous years recordp show 14, 16, . snd 23 fires,
respectively . This record of a small number of fires was achieved
in spite of the fact that rainfall was seriously deficient during
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B. Water Conditions .

The dead low on the Bluff Lake guage is .3 feet flowing through
the spillway . At the beginnir.- of the third period the reading was
,3 feet and never varied more than .3 feet above that until mid-Dec-
ember . At that time the guage reached .7 feet and rose from there
to 1 .1 feet at the periods end . '"hut again this period the flow
of water was remarkably uniform as it was during the summer period,
This lon.-~ period of minimum fluctuation was very conducive to the
growth of aquatic plant life .
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. A large flock of Coots cam in on October 23 but soon dispersed.
Pied-billed Grebes have been much 1,iore nu rous than previously. An
unusual concentration of 20 Great Blue `Gerona was noted in the dead
timber in the back mart of duff sake )eeeraber 3 and again on the
4th. New records for the refute includes as $ora Rail picked up
September 1b . This bird 'appeared to be injured but after being fed
wad read it was released and not seen again. On September 24
dames; Alle*e reported a bird thA was believed, from his description
and study ofpietures,to be a ;Kin? Rail .

Food and Cover .

The food conditions in Bluff Take continued to improve during
the earl. Tx rt of this period so that there was a great deal
more natural food available in the lake for waterfcx l than ever
before .. . 3rasenia -covered areas of several acres in extent both in
open water and under stands of dead timber . The beds of Potamogeton
diversifol aa,were also unusually extensive .
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Generally speaking lack of cover is not a problam on this
refuge, rather the reverse is true . The old fields grow up so fast
to pine, hardwood sprouts, briara and broomsedge that the cover
becomes too dense for Sit birds . Most coveys are found close to
either a road or foodstrip-fire break . In addition to the 62 miles
of fall-plowed fire breaks-foodstrips, a total of 2a, miles of
abandoned roads and abandoned log railroad lines were bladed out
to serve primarily as fire breaks, but also serve as a break in
cover for the birds . The fact that coveys are very frequently
flushed in these breaks indicate that they are - at least of some
value to the birds*

Do FurWON,Predators, Rodents, and other Mammals*

In accordance with approved plans traps were set along the
Bluff Lake dam to catch muskrats that were denning in the dam .
They were left there only a couple of days as the water rose .
During that tine one very large and fine Raccoon was caught . As
it was only slightly injured it was released at 2eadquarters and
was not seen again. Different people living around the edge of the
refuge have reported t1mt th ,61, are beginning to see coon sign now
more plentiful than for many years past .

Muskrats do not appear to have increased at fast as it was
:ted they would, Very litt :
tar effort mill be made to remove the ones

-S

develo :
hare has been
been undertaken from refuge funds* WO
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Food end Cover*
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Cultivated Crops.

The tabulation of the results of cooperative farming is shown
on form OR-8 . It will be noted that several of the small agreements
entered into wero never warkod . In each cost the permittee thought
in the spring that he was going to be able to handle come additional
land but later found that, for various reasons, he could not work it.
It one or two cases the perrittee rot the ,land plowed up wad planted
but never worked his crop . This served the purpose insofar as the
needs of the refuge were concerned as it broke the land and retarded
reversion. It will be noted that yields per acre were very poor
which is the reason it is so hard to rent the refute land for agricul-
ture .

Collections .

No collections of any kind were Ma.
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of quail and squirrels this year but the

the major portion of the area that was to have been
opened so the hunt was canceled. There was considerable interest

sed locally in the intended opening and refuge personnel have
reful to point out to everyone who inquired that it was not

oplued due to the big fire . local agitation for duck hunting on



i

Bluff Lake and adjoining;- strews increases each year but to date
has riot reached important proportions .

T: . Fishing .

Bluff Lake was open to fishing from ay 1 to September 30
this season . The May 1 to August 31 fishing was reputed in the
previous narrative report for that period . The fishing for the
whole season was the subject of a special report submitted October 6,
1942 . For the month of September there were 869 adult aid 12
children permits sold . which was considered very good. for the month .

The general opinion of f sher aae.n indicated that fishing was
improving on the lake . The bass particularly were larger this year
so that it was seldom necessary to throw fish back .

Violations .

At t fall session of Federal Court several n i cases
were disposed of.
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In addition much investigative work has been carried out in
an effort to apprehend fire setters . Special Agent Charles W .
Mause of the Federal Bureau of Investigation has made three trips
into the area to investigate fire setting and is continuing his
investigation. Refuge personnel have spent considerable time with
him and on independent investigation work but no tangible results
can be listed as yet .

Submitted by :

Samuel H. Lamb,
Refuge •iatiager .

January 8, 1943 .
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YEAR 1942

I . ?':ILDLIFE

A. List of Birds

There follows a list of the birds noted on the refuge during

the fiscal year 194.2 not previously reported . Records were nude

largely by Thomas 2

	

sort and Tom irksey . The 21 speeies here

reported raises the total list to 181 species noted .
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Short-Silled Marsh Wren

pastern .rbling Vireo

Eastern Yellow Warbler

Western Palm Warbler

"Eastern Grasshopper S;parrar

Vesper Sparrow

white'Crowned Sparrow

B. C o3centrati ons of Birds

1 . Waterfowl

An many as 500 Wks could be found on

the vrinter vdth an estimated 1000 present on t

eck

A fl on% o 60 blue

ap

t1e man

Cistothorus stellaris

Vireo gilvus gilvus

Deadroica sestina aestiva

Dendroica paluarum palmaruLlmar=

Anmodramas savannarum australis

Naecetes gremineue

Zonotrichia leuoophrys

ISK sptr

0*

:z a large increase over previous numbers reported,

QyRtlon of Vallard9 and asgoelated

1942 .

Inaw ressa circled over Bluff take for

the tra

vorable

git 2.



an awrago of ten to twelve birds per covey. Cos hundred miles

of lO-toot-wide food strip-tire bresK were ploy ed and pl=anted

durk, tho year and approsInately 300 wroo oantrolled burned to
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liable, Only one turkey 1*c been seen*

wWar

WK

AIV below normal throughout the year*



AM Plantings : 1/1 pound Bre.senis shreberi -- July 7, 1941. .

Plantings of Vegetative parts : 60 pounds P*1yZonu;,nnhlenbergil

July 7, 1941 . 75 pounds Potayogeton americanue-July 7, 1941 .

Results from this and, more particularly, earlier plantings,

have been very good . As a result beds of Brasenia shreberi sand

Potumeetan diveruifolious cover large areas of the more shallow

backwater portions of the lake . In tact, these suitable areas

are virtually completely covered by one or the other of these

plants . Brasenia is r

TO spread of the square-stem

al though

Me r

COUS'

;o every suitable place .

-1 A

of either

abundance of

insufficient

d 0 ,

S

sh has been

a

P

shrubs vre pla

around gully sides*
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Tae following species and amounts were used :

initial survival appears to be ver high on all except

H awthorn and shortleaf pine .

ec:.°Ients m l

*.-r fawn

Loi at ur e 3
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t

Into
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S ortleaf pine 21

Loblolly pine 29,350

privet 4,70!

Hawthorn 5 700

Black Locust 15,000

t espedeza bicolor 25, 3OO



Ss . 1iecellaneous Improvements

1 . Tool House

Arc old building was moved into the headquarters area,

renovated and painted to be used as a tool house* The building

measures 16 16" x 24 1 4%

2. 011 MUSS

Another old building was moved into the headquarters site,

renovated and pointed for use as an oil house* It measures

12 94" x 16 14

use

a all

a

d

a

Q iron rooei

rt

. a gram;

ryaoures; 81

I

d to serve as

et

*reos

t

the interior of the residence painted -with kuls
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house and

outside

t
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6 . Kouten Tover SuNiaterce Farm ':snit

At t1hic unit a small brooder house was built of salvaged

naterial

	

an addition built onto the barn. The house was wired

for electricity.

7 . murphy Patrolmen Residence

At t!' is location the house ryas kalso mined

and the outside stained with creosote stair- . The rietLt house,

well house, and poultry house were also painted with green creosote

stain. A toilet wus ~noved in and stained anc a building was moved

in to serve

8 . Bluff

Oprov

ad were

go but not reconditi

Cor

t to

OTie Doughty

Walter Brooks

atiol

eadqgar.

I

rxi

Service

A house

folio ring apprehended hunters plead

10,00

e

on the inside

sodd

t under it
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In Federal Court the following. men plead guilty as indiested

and fined :

Less Bush

Robert E. Ivy Illegal occupancy 60 days (suspended)

Aba & Ian Kinard

T. A* Livirigston

Jack

Gova

It

Reran Sanders

WAce

addition James

	

rdwas eharged vith hunting*

District Attorney as the zan was drafted

bond beforeUfiA

in

hurting

o0lalland

	

trapping

* c . Suttie

	

trespass

Federal Court in the fall term 1942.

Nviotions. This anti

125 .00 and 30 dayz (suspended)

520*

60 days (suspended)

60 days (suspended)

Served 30 days of suspended
sentence- 3 years probation

and 30 days (suspended)
obation

will be brought to trial in the fall term of aourt 1942*

tried In

of hunting, trespassing and violations of all



A RECRIATIOU

The only form of reareation oz ho Narubse Refuge is fi shing .

Bluff lake is opea each year from May 1 to 3eptember 3D . )uring

July, August and September of 1941 a total of 2,530 adults and 40

children permits were sold, the adults at D .53 each rind thu

children at AM each . During My and ,June 1544 4,123 adults and

599 ohildrea per=

r 9

6 frequent!

were sold, as ncarl, us oan be daterminedo

ooatinues to ba good with I

ab

0

Of rough f::

uth Black Bass lunfisho

Catfl :h, GrInnal
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