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Background.
I am senior special agent assigned to the NSU. Been a special agent since 1987, assigned
to NSU since Oct 1998. ON criminal aliens, worksite enforcement, fraud, smuggling,
and JTTFs liasing work for Cadman. Didn't do heightened theat advisories, and special
interest cases I did do. I oversaw the opretaitional of field cases being donw with FBI
and coordinating activities b/w field and FBi hdquarters.

THE JULY 5,2001 MEETING.

I learned about the meeting, just prior to the meeting, Veronica Cates said to me to say
she needed me to attend at the WH .. I had never been to a White House meeting. DIden't
talk to anyone else prior to attending the meeting.

The meeting was in the afternoon, as best as I can recollect.

Don't know where, but not in the EOB.

About 10 people were there, but don't really recall.

Cofer Black led the meeting. He was professional. Don't recall Dick Clarke. Don't
recall any other agencies being representing. I didn't know anyone other than Veronica.

As far as I recall, Mr. Black was speaking. I don't remember what was discussed» I just
remember asking Veronica "why are we here? The senior mgmt and the Comm'r, Mr.
Becraft or Mr. Pearson should be here." The overall atmosphere was that this was over
our heads.

Don't recall how long he spoke, or what info he had or what he based the info on.

I recall border security being mentioned.

I don't recall any instructions at all.

I spoke to no one after meeting but Veronica. Mr. Black gave me his card, and shook my
hand. I had seen him once at CIA for a meeting at CTC. WE attended CTC meetings
ever two or three months to set up training for JTTF agents in the field.

I left with Veronica, we went back to INS. I went back to my day to day duties.
Veronica said she'd do a memo and give to Cadman. I never spoke to Cadman about the
meeting; I left it to her to deal withCadman. I don't recall if Cadman questioned me
about it-I was the only JTTF agent in hdqtrs and I was responsible for the entire
operational program and manage day to day cases by myself. Two colleagues left, so I



was managing the entire JTTF program. Dan was dealing with sr management. Don't
recall whether anybody from intel ever asked about the WH meeting. I was briefing
Cadman as to the particulars of investigations. We'd also conduit info as well, along
with FBI headquarters. "We didn't focus on al Qaida, it was just UBL investigations.
No cases I knew of prior to September 11 that were even UBL. Our main investigations
were after the Ressam in Dec 1999. Operation Eastern Approach, the MEK case-that
case put immigration on the map: first case of material support to a terrorist organization,
with both criminal and immigration charges: visa fraud, smuggling, and terrorism
(material support) in 2000. Right behind that was the North Carolina, Charlotte's Web,
the cigarette smuggling re material support to terrorist case. WE did do the African
bombings, but that was just another CT case, not a UBL priority case.

I wasn't hearing anything from the JTTFs on heightened threat:- we were always on high
alert since Ressam. We had major investigations ongoing at that time. I knew about
Moussaui before 9111, but not Phoenix memo.

In2001, Cadman had 3 at INS, and 3 in hdqtrs, and about 35 of 56 JTTF detailees in the
field.

ON 9/11, I was acting director that day. I did the identity of the hijackers. We got the
paasenger manifest from the FBI. Entries weren't so hard, but the benefits side was a
nightmare.

We had no link to the intel unit, there was a total disconnect; they did no CT work. We'd
only interact on the human rights violators. After Mark McGraw left in 1998, we never
got anymore feeds on CT intel.


