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On October 21, we interviewed Kevin Currier, Chief, TFOS Radical
Fundamentalist Unit II (RFIU I1) and Super\l/isory Spécial Agent Greg Ruppert at FBI
Headquarters for a total of approximately 2 linours. We had requested an interview with
Currier, and allowed Ruppert — essentially the deputy chief in RFIU 11 — to participate at
Currier’s request. This memorandum provides a summary of what we consider the most

important points covered in the interview, but is not a verbatim account. The

memorandum is organized by subject and does not necessarily follow the order of the
interview. All information in this memorandum was provided by Currier and Ruppert

during the interview unless stated in brackets.
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Background '

Currier grew up in Puerto Rico, attended law school there, and joined the FBI in
1981. He worked in Miami, San Juan, and "I%ucson, and also worked with the Iran-Contra -
Office of Independent Counsel. He served a:s ALAT in Mexico from 1996-1999 and
Legat in Chile from 1999 until December 2002, when he came to FBIHQ to become chief
of RFIU II. [From a previous interview, we l;new Ruppert is also an attorney with
significant experience investigating financial crimes.]

Structure of RFIU II :

Currier explained that the RFIU 11 is set up like a field office unit, with him
functioning as the Chief (the ASAC role in an F.O.), Ruppert the SSA, 8 special agents, 7
financial analysts, and an operational specialist. Although 8 special agents are on the
books, only 3 are actually working in the RFIU II right now. The ultimate goal is a total
of 27 personnel, but is not clear if that full complement will be funded.

Currier and Ruppert said the RFIU IIjexists to investigate and support the

investigation of the funding and support mechanisms for a variety of terrorist groups,

including Al Qaeda and other Islamic radical groups, domestic white supremacist groups

and non-religious groups such as eco-terrorists or radical animal rights groups. Unlike
RFIU I, which focuses on the actual operational terrorist operatives and groups, RFIU II
is devoted to investigating the persons that support those operatives and groups. For
example, while RFIU may focus on KSM or|Jemaah Islamiah, RFIU II would focus on
the NGOs that subpon these operational terrorists. As necessity dictates, RFIU II also

works the case of operatives, such as the investigation of Ali Al-Mari, in which it played

a major role.
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’ The RFIU II has gone through several different iterations, including WMD unit
and the Global Extremist FIU, before assum{ng its current form. Before Currier, Sheila
Lawson served as acting chief. The original mandate of the RFIU II was to focus on

investigations of WMD and domestic groups, but those investigations proved to be fairly

simple financial investigations, and the units resources were deployed elsewhere.

Projects and Initiatives

Courrier and Ruppert described a number of the RFIU II’s major projects and

initiatives,

9/11 Classified Information,

. oy .
[covered in our separate mter'wew with Ruppert and Lawson], and

investigations relating to various{
/11 Classified Information
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Ruppert said he was instrumental in putting together which he
|

described as follows.

9/11 Classified Information
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. 9/11 Classified Information

Ruppert and Currier recommended wlle talk to FBI agent

G/11 Classified Informatlorn —

9/11 Classified Information

Resolution of Cases
We asked Ruppert and Currier aboutthe process for deciding how to resolve a

. terrorist financing case (i.e., criminal prosecution, other disruption, pursue for

intelligence value). They said such decisions were made case-by-case on a collaborative
basis by the relevant U.S. Attorney’s office, |FBI F.O., TFOS, and ITOS. Jeff Breinholdt
of the DOJ CT frequently plays a role, as does OFAC. OFAC has a representative

assigned to TFOS, Rich Hollis. DHC ICE also has a representative on TFOS, who until

recently wag The position is' now vacant.

The resolution of a particular case is discussed at the PCC. Frank Waikert usually
attend"s those meetings on behalf of TFOS. Currier and Ruppert said they believe the
PCC to be an effective mechanism for inter-agency coordination, although they seemed

~ to have little foundation for this view.

‘9/’11 Law Enforcement Privacy
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Coordination with Field Offices

Currier and Ruppert said they beli‘é\vé TFOS is being informed of relevant cases
by the field. In fact, they have more requeszts| for the field for support than they can

(V»"v

. satisfy. Each F.O. wants its case to be the mb’st important, so TFOS must judge the cases
for importance. TFOS provides a continuum of ‘support, ranging from advice on handling

a case to actually providing bodies to do ﬁndncial"‘:@nvestigation. The level of support

depends on the importance TFOS assigns to the cas‘é“. The JTTF terrorist financing

k %
coordinators are supposed to provide a coordinating role, but it is too early to gauge their

. effectiveness.
Relations with ICE
Currier said that since 9/11 inter-agency and intra-F BI cooperation is at the

highest point in his 23 years in the government. Ruppert echégd this view. They both

insisted, in particular, they have good relations with ICE and had a particularly good

working retationship with the former ICE representative at TFOS.

When asked about ICE’s cooperatiorT in providing filed

9/11 Classified Information

Ruppert admitted he had reqluested the files in August, but still had not

received them. He insisted he was unaware of any recalcitrance by ICE, but had no

explanation for why he had not received the requested files. He said Greg Bretzing was
handling the transfer of any cases based on tLe DHS-DOJ terrorist financing MOU. He
also suggested Jeff Breinholt from DOJ was|responsible for negotiating with ICE to get

these documents. [In a previous interview, Bretzing told us ICE has been extremely

reluctant to cooperate in transferring cases.]| Nevertheless, Ruppert insisted the lack of
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access to the ICE files has not had “a significant negative impact™ on his

investigation. ;
I
1
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Al Qaeda Funding-Raising in U.S.

Currier and Ruppert said it is very hard to get a handle on how much fund-raising
Al Qaeda is doing in the U.S, Clearly, Saudi Arabia is providing millions of dollars to
U.S. NGOs, but it is not clear how much, if any, of those funds are being diverted to Al
Qaeda. They stated that there was a very real botential or risk of exploitation. They

suggested Adam Drucker, Chief, RFIU [ world have a better idea of Al Qaeda funding.

9/11 Classified Information
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making a chart of NGOs arising in terrorist financing investigations, with the goal of

identifying their support. i

9/11 Classified Information

Challenges

Ruppert and Currier said that tracking Al Qaeda fundraising in an enormous
challenge. They have a great deal on their plate, limited resources, and feel they must bat
1.000 to be successful. At the same time, there are huge dollars floating around, and a -
very small amount of money can fund catastrophic harm.

The biggest practical challenge they face is getting information about money once
it leaves the U.S. MLAT requests for financial records continue to be time-consuming
and marginally effective. Moreover, Ruppert and Currier have been surprised by how few
countries have paid lip service to the FATF standards. For example, most countries in
South America lack even the legal mechanisms to implement asset freezes. They felt
State should be more aggressive in pushing this issue.

When asked what foreign countries have been particularly non-helpful in their

investigations, Ruppert and Currier singled ou although they noted

'9,/11 Classified Information
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that the FBI had a close relationship

Both Ruppert and Currier said the Patriot Act is critical in their terrorist financing
S I

investigations, especially thf;':pvfovisions regarding getting information and seizing funds

from correspondent banks.‘,f"/ |
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