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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
‘ Event: Interview of FBI Special Agent Scott Thorlin
i fI:ype of event: Interview -

D.;i‘t_es: January 5, 2004

Speeia\! Access Issues: Ng.rie

Prepareﬂ by: Raj Dex""/

Team Number. IA

Location: FBI Phoemx erld Office

Partlclpants ~ Non-Commnssnon FBI, Assistant General Counsel Sean O’Nelll

Pamcipants - Commxssmn' Michael Jacobson, Hyon Kim, Raj De

, Special Agent Scott Thorlin has a background in military mtelhgence |
‘He specxallzed as a bomb technician and in WMD issues. HE has been
working counter-terrorism &ases at the FBI since before 9/11. He was at a conference in

. Washington, D.C. on 9/11 and did not return to Phoenix until a few days later.

Thorlin recalled that SA recexved a lead from a professor at Arizona
State University that led to Mali . d French, Djibouti, and
Yemeni passports. He was associated wit nd Hani Hanjour, who he
had driven to the local mosque on a couple of occasions. According to Thorlin, the
bottom line regarding Seif is that he had no connection to the/9/11 plot but had clearly

expressed anti-American sentiment and was even happy abOUt the attacks.

Thorlin recalled that Seif had obtained false documents by claiming to be a
Somali refugee. He had previously lived in San Diego, and Thorlin believed he may
have shared an address with his brother in Lemon Grove. Thorlin stated that this
information would be in Seif’s INS paperwork. Thorlin cou}d not recall when Seif
moved to Phoenix for flight training. '

With respect to Amro Hassan, Thorlin stated that he was a flight instructor for
9/11 hijacker Hani Hanjour. He was part of a clique of Arab pilots that included: Amro
Hassan, Lofti Taissi, Mohammed Adam, Rayed Abdullah Faisal al-Salmi, and Malik
Seif.

With respect to Mohammed Adam, Thorlin recalied that he was a black African,
smart, and a great pilot. By contrast, Hanjour was a terrible pilot.
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