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Participants - CommissionrRaj De, Michael Jacobson

W erite and.---Jw~re the case agents responsible for accumulating and organizing
the flight sc~rds obtained by FBI Phoenix during the course of the PENTTBOM
investigation. The FBI's goal was to identify every flight school in Arizona, and then
sent an agent out to the school to retrieve the student records. The Commission was
interested in speaking to them about the issue of Hanjour's possible presence in Phoenix
in the summer of 200 1. The Commission was aware that there was at least some
documentary evidence that Hanjour may have gone to Sawyer Aviation with Rayed
Abdullah, Lofti Raissi, and Faisal al-Salmi during that time period.

-
Sawyer Aviation is a fairly large flight school. In addition to flying lessons, they also
rent planes and do aviation maintenance. The flight school changed hands very early
during the investigation. It had been owned by Daryl Sawyer, and was then purchased by
Swift. The FBI got records from Sawyer and from thebusiness itself. Sawyer had over
100 boxes of records from the flight school in his garage, which he turned over to the

FBI.

The FBI was interested in Sawyer because they had information that someone of interest
had used the simulator. Sawyer had a simulator log and a sign up sheet. Hanjour's name
appeared on this sheet for the time period of interest (the summer of 200 1). It was a
handwritten log. They are not sure whether he signed himself up or whether someone
else put his name on the sheet. This was a log in sheet that people would sign before
using the simulator. The belief was that maybe he didn't sign himself up there. They
don't know whether or not handwriting analysis was done on the sheet. Raissi, Abdullah,
and al-Salmi's names were there during the same time period, but they were able to find
corroborating evidence (such as checks to the school) for those three that they actually
attended the flight school and used the simulator. There was no such evidence for
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Hanjour. Wente andr---71ihoughtfu~t it was possible that there was also a computer
record involved. The~er something about this. They are not sure about
PENTTBOM's position that ~anjour w~s lik~ly not in Arizona in the summer of2001.

They think that the documentary evidence-as toHanjour's presence in Arizona during
this time period is inconclusive. There was'..an aut~mated rent card found at Sawyer
which lists Hanjour as a member, [At this p'Q,int,S~ Ileft the interview to
retrieve the record. He returned with a spreadsheet] AccordIng to the FBI's spreadsheet,
Sawyer Aviation listedHanjour as a member of the simulator club from June 23, 2001-
July 29, 2001. The school had the members names in an Access database, which they
provided to the FBI. The spreadsheet information was based on this. The school
generally would list Ute dates that someone had paid for. However, the FBI was unable
to find corroborating evidence indicating that he had paid for the simulator club for this
period, despite the fact thai it was in Sawyer's database. There was some additional
confusion over this: there fwere 2 entries for Hani Hanjour in Sawyer's database. The FBI
was able to determine that one of these entries was inaccurate, and that it wasn't actually
Hanjour. ' ! ...
The FBI got a Iqt of infofmation from Arizona Aviation.I·..... !worked there and
had rented a house to Hanjour, Abdullah, and Bandar aI7HaZ~i. They were attending the
flight school at/the time; They made a lot of international calls from the house during this'
time. They got the records through subpoena. The FBI/also g6~records from CRM and
from Jet tech/ " '.

They put together a summary of the flight school info,hnation colt~cted, which is fairly
comprehensive. They noted on there whether the information/evidence was put into 1A,
IB or 1C subfiles. i ,"

I thad several .other matters he wanted to bribg to the attention "'o.,f the Commission.
He and Wente were in the command post in Phoenix after 9/11. They saw the volume of
information coming :in. It was obvious that agents/were not coordinating-well with each
other, and that they weren't always connecting the' information. The left hand didn't
know what the right hand was doing. Agents didn't know what other agents on their
same squad were d9ing. The JDIG in Phoenix had previously done work f04 I
and he knew their capabilities. He knew that they could manage information, they
could put information into databases, come up with link charts, etc. He had JDIG set up a
database to try and manage the flow and they ran this idea up the chain. The ASAC was
on board. They also arranged with HQ to hav~HQ fly 1.0more analysts to Phoenix to
help. The SAC in Phoenix got wind of this and flew off the handle. They met with him
to try and work out the details, but he nixed the plan. He said that they could get analysts
from elsewhere i~stead of from HQ, but this never happened. As a result, the project
failed.' . (was an auditor before joini~g the FBI and he would not sign a
certificatlon saying that the FBI knows what it knows. There is a lot that was collected
that just went straight to the file and peoplearen't really aware of it. He and Wente tried
to do their part. They tried to make sure that all of the suspicious names they
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encountered during their review were uploaded. They also received no direction from
HQ on this. This was their own initiative.


