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prepat~~. by: Diet~~ Snell, 1217/03

Team Nu~:~er: IA .

Location: FaI.~San Diego~ield Office

Participants -~~n-commiSsi().~: FB'N,upervisory Special Agent Rick Kelly

Participants - Co~:.~ission: Dieter ..Snell, Raj De

Special Ageni\.... ~~ter~d on dtit~ with the FBI in February 1997. He
has spent his entire career wIth the Bureali',~n San Diego, starting in frauds before being

:1asSignt to an FeI squad(I") in August 20?l ..: Immediately following the 9/11 attacks,

became Team Leader ..o.f Team 1, whICh~as,.ru. nmn~,.down leads.

Omar Bakarbashat

An early lead pursued b;" or 9/] 5 was that of
Omar Bakarbashat, based on re -The team set up
round-the-clock surveillance on the Texaco station arid then
int~rviewed Bakru:bashat at .the boarding house ~here he was··StiVj~i. wbi~d""""--""'I
estImates to contaIn approxImately 2800 square feed..... ·i~ .. ------- ......
I frhe consent search performed ~t-,~,hattime yielded
nothing of consequence. \.. \ ,/ -. .:

During his interview, Bakarb~~\:Iat admitted knowing th~hijaCk;·rs ..b,lol1..lkili.ed
having any advance knowledge of the 91-1..1 attacks. Bakarbashat impressedL....J as
soft, willing to talk, and apparently forthcoming. I-l.eidentified Mohdar Abdullah and
7200 Saranac and provided information reg'arding Yazeed Al~SalmL 01ma Awadallah,
and the Texaco station. However, Bakar~~~.~·~~I..... ~_~--- ...

Bakarbashat helped .NawarAi~·~·~zmia~d ..Kh·klid A·l-Mi.hdhar find some
information on theInternet, but did not really provide' ..them 'o/lth materialsupport, in

I he.w'//\\j. .
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~:::::··>'1 '~~~~~with Mohdar A~d~: on numerous occasions, Abdullah
\\,\ .. \.::. declined to take a por:ygr~ph'jji:JtPf():vi1ed lots [>f information. Based on Abdullah's

\:\ proffer session in the summer.of 2002; fonsiders his credibility to be low,
\.',:,:.:;'.','..::.,\\.....\'\.., \'.>~lthough he.doesn't think AbduII'ah,(whom he termed "a goof ball") was a sleeper or

'~~tting facilitator for the hijackers. Tol Ithe Texaco station crew did not consist of
\\'" \. . t~ ...sort or people-someone would rely on to conduct an operation, especially an operation
\\\. \\,. .....\..Wift(~,~much securityconsciousness as the 9/11 operation.

'\\\ ", \.... ·'.t.... lIid note that.Abdullah appeared to act strangely in the weeks leading up to
\.\\, \., 9/11. In particular, in late August, Abdullah stopped using the international telephone
\ "":\ \...cailing plan. to which he subscribed, During the proffer session, Abdullah was asked by
\.\\ I \, \, labout receiving a call from Nawaf AI-Hazmi in August as a shot in the
\\\ dark.\.\ '

\: \'\" j--... Idoes, believe it's possible Al-Hazmi called Abdullah in August 2001. The
\ \.\ two of them appearto have established a fairly close friendship, especially after A1-
\ \,\ Mihdhar'sJune 2000\leparture. According to Abdullah, AI-Hazmi did come to say
\. \\.good-bye before leaving San Diego with Hani Hanjourtwhom Abdullah tentatively
\ \ \~dentified) aud later called from Arizona. Althou h the Bllreau kn w
\ '\~Orkers used····the a hone. outside the station .

• , .

, , . Abdullah-also impress~dl las<'very opportunistic" an~'I'ik~,lYto have
:Fq~sidered Omar ~l-Bayoumi as someone who could have done something for him.
¥~~ing c~me from.the inves~igati~.n· of Abdullah's brother in Italy. Nor ~idl ~ver
h~~T\anythlng about any relationship between Abdullah and Anwar Aulaqi.

\, \\ After retumin~"to nO({Saranac, Abdullah was kicked out by Osama Awadallah
and Yazeed AI-Salmi because they feared he would bring them too much attention.

. \ y\ ~inks Jh~;"h:anyone in San Diego had prior knowledge of the 9111 attacks,
it wouldbe Abdullah, Although he doesn't place much credence in the August 2001
"phone c~lI" fromAl-Hazmij ~otes that AI-Hazmi told Abdullah that the Cole
bombing wascommitted by the Islamic Army of Aden.

\1 '-.... Imay have asked Abdullah about Benomrane during the proffer
session,:butl lisn't sure. Also at the proffer, Abdullah stated that, during their trip to
New York on the material witness warrants, Yazeed AI-Salmi admitted knowing Hani
Hanjour from school. This, however, was never corroborated.

Abdullah knew that both AI-Mihdhar and AI-Hazmi were interested in learning to
fly. One time, Abdullah called a flight school in Florida for AI-Hazmi, using the
payphone at the Texaco station. Abdullah had been about to use the phone, inside the
station to make the call, but AI-Hazmi asked him to call from outside.
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.\\\ ::.:..osama Awadallab .

\\ \" \, , \" "" Awadallah's phone number was found inthe car abandoned at Dulles Airport.
\\ \'" \'"\... Th~team went to 7200 Saranac intending to ,do an interview and a consent search, to
\\ \. \ ..\ ..which Al-Salrni agreed. During the search.Awadallah showed up and acknowledged
\.,\ ....~ '... knowing Al-Mihdhar and AI-Hazmi, noting that the two of them were always together.

\','\ ...\'..... ·~w-1ldaiia.hbacked out of hi$.6ri·ginal decision to take a polygraph, then changed
\ \ hi~,mind aga~pl ", l'At this point, a material witness warrant was issued for
\.\ him, and he wa~.transported to New York. There, he ultimately was indicted on false
\.\. statement charges for denying knowing AI-Mihdhar despite having written in a course
\ \ notebcok(at GrOSSiont C1ge) that "two of the nicest people I've ever met are named
\.\. ': Nawaf'andKhalid."], Joesn't know why Awadallah would have admitted knowing
, , \AI-Haz.t.ib(,~not AI-Mj~dhar.

Yazeed Aj:.~al~i.\ . .

\, Al-Salmi was involvedin a false marriage. As a resident of7200 Saranac and
associate of the, hijackers, he also'was pickedup on a material witness warrant but was
released after testifying in New Yo~. Al-Salmi.is now back in Saudi Arabia.

\1' 1',\ \\."\ '.
• 1 ~ook over thd lase fro4·· lin April

or May of 2003, by w~ch time the case was faIrly well advah~ed? based on documented
hone contacts betweerc=land AI-Bayoumi and the fact thciU I

j I

! that he returns t~iSan Diego occasionally., L...~ ~ ~ ___

ties ~pA~,::Bayou~}D'a~~9",,~ 'ties to ?~artia Basnan.

. !.,' . r..:~/:::/. ,
,:: :' /:/ /:/ DYrl~g,t~~,'~~ti; st~ge~(~fthe 9/11 investig4t,i,9nJ Iheard about a Caucasian
// / ,/male woo live ,'", ,a n ' --':' .? s. A lead
// :/ :/ ~as sent.out] ollowing
!/ /' .../ :,/MQh~a:(AbduUah's proffer sessioniriNew Y~xk., eventually was sent
f ./i ~~ - linlervic;~ ID\l~ingtlfelilt~IYi~w gJied 10 take a pr~:srapl

[ i./:~~thc;n~dlIllttedMving)r.9vjde~~nfo.rmat1ofi abo~t NavX vessels toAbdullah.
F /,/,/ /:,:".',>,~~ ro~~~:~~:a~ ~~~_~Hy,as,~,~~QJectl "".. 1
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