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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

\'Event Interview of FBI Spec1al Agent

.::‘A"-‘:‘.{;Type of~event° Interview
‘Dates N‘ovember 18,2003
Specxal Access [ssues DSM
Prepared by: Dleter Snell 12/7/03
Team Number IA W
Location: FBI San Dlego Fleld Ofﬁce
Participants — Non-Commlssion FBI Supervnsory Special Agent Rick Kelly
. Partlclpants - Commlssmn' Dleter Snell RaJ De
Special Agem%knterpd on dUtx with the FBI in February 1997. He
i has spent his entire career with the Bureau-in San Diego, starting in frauds before being

 assigned to an FCI squad'(17) in August 2001. Immediately following the 9/11 attacks,
became Team Leader of Team 1, which-was running down leads.

Omar Bakarbaéhat

An early lead pursued byl Jicam oD aoorﬁximatelv 9/14 or 9/15 was that of
Omar Bakarbashat, based on I;emﬁmg s ~The team set up

round-the-clock surveillance J on the Tcxaco station and then
interviewed Bakarbashat at the boarding house where he was §t§vm9 whic

estimates to contain approximately 2800 square feet N :
[ |The consent search perfonned at that time ynelded

nothing of consequence.

During his interview, Bakarba"‘shat admittea knowing th;’: hijacke‘f‘s\p Ried
having any advance knowledge of the 9/11 attacks: Bakarbashat impresse as
soft, willing to talk, and apparently forthcoming. He identified Mohdar Abdullah and

7200 Saranac and provided information regarding Yazeed Al-Salmi ma Awadallah,
and the Texaco station. However, Bakarbashat

] Bakarbashat helped Nawaf Al-Hazmi and Khahd Al Mihdhar find some
¢ information on the Interfiet, but did not really provxde thcm wrth material support, in
iew." :
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:team met-with Mohdar Abdullah on numerous occasions. Abdullah
declmed to take a polYgraph but- provided lots of information. Based on Abdullah’s

a.:;:‘-:_\ proffer session in the sumrier. of 2002; onsiders his credibility to be low,
“-although he. doesn’t think Abdullah (whom he termed “a goof ball”) was a sleeper or

‘witting facmtatgr for the hijackers. To the Texaco station crew did not consist of
the.sort or people someone would rely on to conduct an operation, especially an operation

thh as much secunty conscnousness as the 9/11 operation.

..‘ld note that Abduliah appeared to act strangely in the weeks leading up to

A"'-‘y 9/ 11. In particular, in late August Abdullah stopped using the international telephone

lart. to which he subscribed. During the proffer session, Abdullah was asked by

bout receiving a call from Nawaf Al-Hazmi in August as a shot in the

doé's believe it’s possible Al ‘Hazml called Abdullah in August 2001. The

2“ two of them appear to have established a fairly ¢lose friendship, especially after Al-
111 Mihdhar’ $ June 2000 ‘departure. According to Abdullah, Al-Hazmi did come to say
. 1 good-bye before leaving San Diego with Hani Hanjour- (whom Abdullah tentatlvely

“xdentxﬁed) and later called from Arizona. Although the Bureau knew ‘
‘:lworkers used: !he pay phone. outs:de the station
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Abdullah also 1mpressed:aé “very opportunistic” and hkely to have

'con31dered Omar Al-Bayoumi as someone who could have done something for him.

Nchmg came from: the investigation “of Abdullah’s brother in Italy. Nor did ver
he ‘anything about any relatlonshlp between Abdullah and Anwar Aulaqi.

After retummg ‘to 7200 Saranac Abdullah was kicked out by Osama Awadallah
and azeed Al-Salmi because they feared he would bring them too much attention.

hinks that 1f anyone in San Diego had prior knowledge of the 9/11 attacks,

it would be Abdullah. Althngh he doesn’t place much credence in the August 2001

“phohe call” fromy ‘Al- Hazmx] |10tes that Al-Hazmi told Abdullah that the Cole
bombmg was commltted by the Islamic Army of Aden.

: may have asked Abdullah about Benomrane during the proffer
session, but isn’t sure. Also at the proffer, Abdullah stated that, during their trip to
New York on the material witness warrants, Yazeed Al-Salmi admitted knowing Hani
Hanj’()ur from school. This, however, was never corroborated.

Abdullah knew that both Al-Mihdhar and Al-Hazmi were interested in learning to

fly. One time, Abdullah called a flight school in Florida for Al-Hazmi, using the

payphone at the Texaco station. Abdullah had been about to use the phone inside the
station to make the call, but Al-Hazmi asked him to call from outside.
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~““\\‘Osama Awadallah

Awadallah’s phone number was found in the car abandoned at Dulles Airport.

. The team went to 7200 Saranac intending to do an interview and a consent search, to
.. whieh Al-Salmi agreed. During the search, Awadallah showed up and acknowledged
‘knowmg Al-Mlhdha: and Al-Hazmi, notmg that the two of them were always together.

_ AWada Iah backed out of his- ongma] decision to take a polygraph, then changed
hls rmnd agam ‘At this point, a material witness warrant was issued for
hlm and he wag transported to New York. There, he ultimately was indicted on false
statément charges for denying knowing Al-Mihdhar despite having written in a course

. notebook(at Grossmont C lege) that “two of the nicest people I've ever met are named
. Nawaf" and Khalid. ” qesn’t know why Awadallah would have admitted knowing

5 Al- Hazn‘u but not Al-Mxhdhar R

Yazeed Al~Salm|

, Al- Salm1 was mvolved ina false marrlage As a resident of 7200 Saranac and
i i associate of the, huackers he also* ‘was picked up on a material witness warrant but was
releascd after testlfymg in New York Al-Salmt i is now back in Saudi Arabia.

‘ Dook OVCr thDase from| Jin April
: i or May of 2003, by whlch time the case was fatrly well advanced based on documented
i phone contacts betwee nd Al-Bayoumi and the fact that] ]

1
— — —

i that he returns to’ San Diego occasionally,

L ) L .
I ’ Koesn’t reca},]l admlttmg to knowmg the hijackers. In addmon to hlS
ties to Al-Bayoumi alsoha d ties to Osama Basnan K

heard abeut a Caucasian
; kers. A lead
following
~ Jeventually was sent

i Durmg the earﬂy stages of the 9/ 1 mvestlgatlon
/ ,f"maie who lived at Sara c attack

"/ was sent.out td
# /Molidat Abdullab’s proffer sessi

|mterv1¢ Durlng the mtervx;:w

QI greed to take a polygraph
butthena mit ___.'__._rmatlg """ a ngh tqépdy_llah ﬁ
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