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Non-Commission Participants: Caroline Sheldon (U.S. Embassy, Berlin)
Silke Fritz (U.S. Embassy)

The interview was conducted mostly in English. As necessary, Caroline Sheldon,
an attorney with the U.S. Embassy, and Silke Fritz, an interpreter with the Embassy,
provided translation.

Andreas Schulz is an attorney representing the victims in the criminal proceedings
in Germany against Mounir EI Motassadeq and Abdelghani Mzoudi. Mr. Hoffman is his
assistant. Schulz has similar experience in terrorism cases, having represented the
victims of the Labelle disco bombing in Berlin in 1985. The German legal system gives
rights to the victims in a criminal case, making them co-plaintiffs with the prosecutors.
Schulz has the same rights as a prosecutor to participate in the proceedings and to gather
evidence. His role is to advocate for the interests of the victims.

Schulz discussed the recent events in the Mzoudi case. He believes that the
acquittal was due to the importance of Ramzi Bin al-Shibh and that the fact that such a
central person could not testify. The court had full discretion to weigh the statements
allegedly from Bin al-Shibh and could have chosen to disregard the statement. The court,
however, went the other way. The court chose to interpret the assertion that only Atta,
Jarrah, al-Shehhi, Bahaji and Essabar knew about the plan meant that anyone not
mentioned. such as Mzoudi, must not have been involved in the nlot. Schulz believes
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Schulz believes the Mzoudi case crumbled after the testimony of Heinz Fromm,
the President of the BN, who testified that the 9/11 attacks were planned not in Germany
but in Afghanistan. Schulz believes, however, that even if Fromm's testimony is correct,
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it should make no difference in whether Mzoudi is guilty of being an accessory to the
killings.

Schulz explained that he has access to the same information as the·prosecutors, so
he even receives information obtained from the U.S. Government ifit is provided to the
prosecutors.

In response to a question, Schulz did not have much additional information on
what is known about Fakihi. As far as the origin of the plot, Schulz believes it originated
with KSM and the Bojinka plot, and that UBL added the idea of doing a bigger operation
when they discussed in 1996. Schulz also believes that Zammar and Darkazanli were
involved in the plot and recruiting the hijackers. He also thinks that the Hamburg
mosque became the meeting point where the "brainwashing" of the hijackers began.

As far as the surprise Mzoudi witness, known as Hamid Reza Zakeri, Schulz
believes that Zakeri has been considered credible in prior cases. Schulz did not seem
willing to dismiss Zakeri as not credible.

As for the future, Schulz predicted that Mzoudi would be released, and that
Motassadeq would win his motion for a new trial.

At the conclusion of the interview, Schulz provided to the Commission a number
of CD-ROMS and DVD-Rs that included some of his exhibits from the Motassadeq and
Mzoudi trials, a detailed time line for Mzoudi, and a copy of the Al-Jazeera program
entitled "Top Secret."
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