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Th~",i~~ervi~.wwas-,6~igiri'ijl1ysc~~4uled for 28 Februa~.z004 ~Ut.was rescheduled for the
ne~t\m~min~ uI;!.6~the request OfC,p~tssiO!l ~affl ~·j.~terview ..was c.onduct~d at the
Police Officers-Club in Sanaa, Yemen. _ __ ~as·,present at, this location when
Commission.staff arrived. ne inte~w starte at approximat~ly 10:30.am and ended at
aPJltp~im\ltel~ \2:40 I;>m.A,s t~eFBI I1~d~ interview request pe~ding f~4 !SAI \\ .,)"4 1b, :tervlew; .....Comm"~lon staff followed-up W1t1:!. additional questions

.../ ~s nee..~d.l \, ~sed an int~rpreter t~~both questions and answers during the entire

/,/ Inte/~,~\., \\. -. . ..

// After i~tt9ductions "~ndpleasantries .~..in which\... ~esponded to the int.~rviewers '
,/ .expressions of appreciation for his agreeing to m'e.e~ "It is my duty" 4

,:/ ,/-'discussed his relationship with Rarnzi B~naIshibh."L--.,.J,stated that Binalshibh had
:/ ,,/ been his ~elghbor in y~ the d~C.· men In 1994, Binalshibh left for

,/':/ Germany] A ha . 'aid he' . as only about 17 years old.
:,/ ,/: According, Binalshibh retume to Yemen once or twice after moving to

....: ,/' Germany. ' said that during one of these visits, he saw Binalshibh in passing on
:/,/' the street. aid that he had no greater relationship with Binalshibh other than

,/~,/ having lived next door to him several years ago.
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\\. '::;.\<.<~:~:::.:.: ..... .::: .~~ls.~.~?hmoved neXldQQ~.~? v , • es~dence sometime. In 19?2-93, ?ut
':::,". '~".'" =:....:',., '.. was -,not-sure of the exact date. aid he first met Binalshibh dunng
\\\~t\, '\~:»::th~one to two. year: period during which they were neighbors, before Binalshibh moved

'\0, j~,. ':;gt9~~~·.......,.. .
'\\\\ '\\ ""'" Bi~J~hipb.'~·mother li~ed.n~xt·d90r·to"l -----In the same residence as Binalshibh, and
\ \\\ '\.\ ...." she::reniiined in'the same home after.Binalshibh left for Germany. Binalshibh returned to
\ \\ \ \\ \... Yem:~~,,,.~~'y)s.~t)ler:··'~inalshibh~s.~otiier.<JJed roughly one year ago. Binalshibh' s brother
.\.\\ \. \:..\ ...., Ahmedalsolive, , . idence with theirmother. In fact, Ahmed still lives there with
\ \\ \ \::..:\ \'" his wif~""iQday:' '"''>''' """ owever, was.not sure-whether Ahmed lived at this address at
\ \\ '\ \~::,:\:~.\,~hesame ii'~~::, ..rna S..·l.. Ive~,in Germany ': ·1 ··· .. ~~d not know whether Binalshibh
~ \\ \. \""\'. ~d any other.brothers.. ..... \"

\~\\\{1 \., .taid~~~ didnpt's~~d"i1l1;lCh time with BinalShibh~hen~coor.
\ \.\. \ \\ \He would only secJ~i'Jr:t"9nthe-street when.he was going to the store, etc':' aid
\. \.\ \ \",tp.atBinalshibh was"~ii'~r"seven·,yea,s older-than himself. In view of this age 1 erence,
\. \,\ \ \~~nals~ibh and he wel'~,i~lly notthat.close. 'PQf tOn-stance~cause of the age difference,
\. \.\ \. ~¢",andBinalshibh did ~t,~,· -. '. 'together.L, =-baid he did not know where
\ \\, \ B:i,n~lshib)1went to school; \.,""" aid-that he didnot know if Binalshibh had ajob,
\ \\ \ an!f~at h~.~jllnot hay~ a c oseenoug relationship withBinalshibh to know who were
\ \.\. \ hjs'·,Ir~ends.1 ~aid h~ orily"k;new tha~Binalshibh went to Germany after the war
\. \.\. \ to SW~y, which would have been sometime beforethe end ort~94. He said that he did

•
\ \.\. \. not k..l?~wwhether Binalshibh participated in theYemeni civil war" or what his political
\. \.\. \ leaniIigs, were at the time. He also-did not-know whetherBinalshibh.had traveled outside
\ \ \ \ofYe~,~~ prior to goin~ to G~rmanY' ...He~~ ~ot SuTe~iiy,BinalShib~~re:o :tu;li~
\ \.\. 'permal;ty;'"or whether Binalshibh considered.going to anyother countnes: aid
\. \.\. tp.at he ~'~fy found out that Binalshibh had gone 't<;> Germany afte~ he had a rea y e om
\ \ \ a\shopke~,r at the local grocery store. \\ -.-."'\ ...."...

, \I \ \LI~med to have seen Binalshibh~h!Y ~~ceSi~ce the~;\vp~ri-JI.an into
\. Bi~aIShibh"'e" .... t. When asked ifhe ever.had anyphone conta~t~lshibh
\.after he left \, \ xplained th~t bec~use Bin~lshibb,~s"~other didnot have a phone,
'she ~ad aske \ whether Binalshibh could 1:~11het ad )h~)Usewhen he
wanted to reac ,~r. Inalshibh would therefore cal~ \. ~ house and'~O
to hismother, and.whoever answered the phone would get her-from next door:
said that his only phone contact with Binalshibh would have been on such occasions, an

, it\wou~~ only have q,~en to exchange pleasantries. .

'I \ \ bouId not ~member w 'bh started calling his number to reach the
ffi6~her.r Ico~ . is his phone number and is th~ numbe~

~hibh used to can. owever, did not recognize the ph~~~.':1l:umbetL.J
/LJ.JVhen t~.ld.thafihis num er belonged to a phoneinthebuildingnext to-his, where

..../ Bina:,t:::1.,.·.. ther lived, and thatBinalshibhhad called this number from Germany as
.,/ wen; eiteratedthatBinalshibh's mother did not have a phone at the time and

.,;.::::::·::::::·:: thatt IS num er must have belonged to somebody other than Binalshibh's mother>D
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\.~~~~'<:··:~~~-,::j··:::::"""k~Plained that the building in ::~:~:~:::bh'S mother lived WM divided into
~\.\: ..>....... \. ·'-~,t1at~~'·s9the.phone number must have been-assigned to one of the other flats in this

\\\ \'\\\.Sn!,~~ing: ····............. .//
\\ \ \~::\::<:::..:::\J \, '\, '~~.id'tb,at h'is''e~~ire family }i~ed the phone in his house, and that the number he
::\ \ \. \ ..\.\. \,ideritjfied:~arlie.r still belongsto him (he and his family continue to live at the same place
\\ \ \ '\'"\ ,~ when Binalshibh Was, their nelg~bor). He could not recall when Binalshibh last called
\ \ \. \ \\ ···..,tli~number, nor could hesay how inaqy times Binalshibh called looking for his mother,
\ ':. \. \ \::"'~s"others may haye answeredthe Phone::on"oCU'aid that was personally aware
\ \ \ \\o(~ileMt two ~T __ C'iUf ..fromBinalshibh> -, id not recognize the following
::\ \. \ 'phone"'numbe~~ ':.'...., .' -. """ ' ".

\ \ \ \, O::\'\'\~aid ~~'~ad n~\).tJ.1e~~~~ctS~lth.~inaIS~bh~ft~.r the latter left for Germany
\ \ . ··PtJi~!~~ these calls ..and theone time-he ran into Binalshibh onthe street. Although he
\ \ ~as"··hot...s~e;.he guessed that ainalshibti'h~d returned to Yemen to-visit his mother when
\ \ th~y i~ !~~each other:" "<::-, ~.oul~ not, recall wh~,n this .meeting·o~.~urred, but he
\ \. \ th~ug~t. It'·~ap' n fte he got matt~~d In 1997~ He guessed It therefore must have been
\ \. \ around\1998.' ..... noted that thisencounterwith Binalshibh was brief. Alth!d
\. \. \. he C9ul((~o{\~eca ..precIsely what was s'~l~),he recalled Binalshibh:. commenting tha
\\ 1\1haq grown up and had gotten marriedsince theylest saw ea'ch,other. When as ed
\. \ -wnemer the. calls from Binalshibh occurred before or afterthis meetin ", aid he
\ \ thought that:"'~e"'~alls occurred both before and 'i~~rthis visit.' as unaware of
\. \ any other vi~~.~B~.~alshl~~ made to Yemen other ~?"this one a er Bina shibh moved to

• \ \ German~: \..\. \.. \.. "':::'"

\ \ I "\"re~~'~te4 \.. Iwith a copy of a fax sen~'·by.:~inalshibh in August 2000 to
\ \ f the Plonda':FligIitTratm:g CeI1ter ~n:C),in which ~inalS,hi~~, listed a po~t o~ce box
\. 'i number and ....... !'tame 3'$. hIS point of contact In Yemend Jdemed that he
\ !\ or anyone in his family had suchapost office box, but he said he"'Yould be willing to ask
\! \ his relatives if they ··~~.~ognizedthe'box number on Binalshibh's faX:) Isaid thati \ he had ?ot known ~~i~ ~en ~at Bi~lsbibb eyer used him M a point ?f contac~ and he
r \had no Idea why Binalshibh did that. ~ blso had no explanation why hIS name
; \ \and number were listed. as the point of contact on a piece of paper found during a search

\ 'conducted in Gennany.l .... Isaid he never gave Binalshibh permission to use him\ f a point of contact. ""'\

~eturning to the phone call~'I""'--"lat first said that the phone that Binalshibh called
is. registered under his name, as the oldest male of his household. He later corrected

\ himself, noting that the phone is actually registered under his father's name, Abdullah.
IA~h:Ugh te is still alive, Abdullah is very old and had no relationship with Binalshibh,

\ tated once again that Binalshibh's mother asked for permission for her son to
ca. er on his phone, and that he himself had never had a relationship with Binalshibh,
Although his family would usually not allow others to use their phone, he said that he
allor'-:d Biua)s1;>ibh's mother to receive calls from Binalshibh simply out of respect for
her. _ ~aid he could not recall when Binalshibh's calls started or ended.
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1~1Ii1h~~~Uld not recall any viSit~;a/i \\;\~t men in 2000. When he
was r~mind~d b~ filiat Birialshibh ~~l "=. ~ ~ ':~::....:.:..... .......... hon~ on ~ August 2000,
that Binalshibh sent two faxes to the FFT~ WI. . II f.: l 'X: \\ listed-as hIS point of contact on
8 August 2000 and 10 August 2000, andthat It ~p:p¢arsJh~t Binalshibh flew to Yemen for
about one month on 18 August 20001·:/ / ~pnc~~ t~at he ..might in fact have seen
Binalshibh on two separate occasions, but ije hllC!' no spt\\iif\\: memQrY'.9rer :an ~rne
encounter he related earlier aboutrunning ,into!B~n~lshi~h on the street. gain
claimed not to have had any relationship ~ith/B~n~lshlb~~\n~ting that...hewou no ave
been the one to welcome Binalshibh when he/visited Ye~~n~·:..1 .... ltenied knowing
with whom Binalshibh wo~~,~:,J1aveassj,Ciate/11h1n h~ c~~e ~~visit.

When asked about Binalshibh's brother A~eJJ r i. "j~id.....he did notknow anything
about his relationship with Binalshibh, Sp¢citlca)1y, h¢ dia;\hot 'know whether Binalshibh
and Ahmed kept in t~,tic}l'after Binalshibh :hadfmqved tp G~t~naQ,Y.Althoughl
conceded that he knows Ahmed better that helknew Binalshibh, he claimed no~t""'!"to-h"'a-v-e-"
been particularly ~lo~to Ahmed e'~ r j hraed Jisolder th~\Bi$1shibh, and thus even
less of.a direct p~er:,o ! aid! that the e~~~t of his relationship with
Ahmed is simply to exchange greetings on e street. Be dr:!l\not k:DOW where Ahmed
worked or ~ge~~er he had ever travele~/out1de r emen. \ \\:\ \\

.~({ he did not know wheth¢r Bi/tals~ibh had a brc\~.*r na"ry,ed A :dullah. He
~,:had never heard of a friend of'Binalshibh's ~ame~ ':.. \ _J Moreover,
aid he did not know Binal~hibh[to ever use any oth¢t: names, sue as "Omar"

or "Ahed Sabet." Finally J ~id ntt recrgnize post o~t box ~um~~c::::J

At this point in the interview, all took a tep mi~ute brea~:, \. \ \ \.,,/

When asked specifically if he ever heard!hfBiJalshibh ~orkini.a\ ~ l;m~"I---"'baid
no. He added that he never had an reasen to ask Binalshibh ab~)th.fiis work, or whether
he even had a bank account. aid h~ knew not' ': 7·: lshibh's religious
beliefs, reiterating that when rna s 1 ,: eft for German as onI 17 years
old. He did not recall Binalshibh ever mentioning Sheikh in arn. \ aid that
Binalshibh was' known as a quiet person who was not very-social lso said
that he only learned that Binalshibh applied for a U.S. ~jsafrom the media after 9/11; he
was not aware that Binalshibh applied/for a UfS. visaas early as 1995.1 tJid not
even know that Binalshibh was interested in studying abroad until after Blnaishlbh left
for Germany. He claimed, however, ~at it was not particularly unusual for people from
his community to travel abroad for mf~dical t~!~.atmentor to study.

Upon further questioningj ~onc.~~~ that he may have seen Binalshibh more
than once after he left for Gennany. He.may.have seen him two or three times, but he
now recalled seeing him at least twice.' He said that the encounter he mentioned earlier
was the first time he saw Binalshibhafter Binalshibh left for Germany, which was about
four years after he moved away.1 taid Binalshibh did not look any different
when he saw him. Although ~e"lnSlstea that he not recall the details of the conversation
they had on the street somefive years ago, he did remember that Binalshibh said he was

cel U'IB151r"Ph\L
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\ .··'\'::::i?\':'~:>:::;;:::·"'stl.l:~Yingaccounting in Germany. W~~:"~;k~'d'~'p~dficany'--'said Binalshibh did
\ ' ':,\:::,::::,>:\: ..'::::~~t'~e~~~on anything about traveling to .~'fghanistan or Ch~about any interest .
'~ ...'::, .........'''-'.In flight school. :'

\""".\1'<: ...•........)<,~~~hedi~ not know any of the following individuals: Mohamed el-Amir,
\ \.."::::""''.>'Mdha,mnle,~''A.tta,Marwan al-Shehhi, Abu Kaka, Abdul Rahman (he noted that this is a
\ \"'''\:'' ...very 'c'<?~mon"natJ:le, but saidhe.did not know of anybody with this name connected to
\. ''''-'\::-. Binalshibh in Germany), Ziad:.:iarrah, Abu Tariq, Ould Slahi, Abu Musab, Zakariya
\ ""'"\::,-.,Essabar, A~~, al-Magrebi, Mounir el-Motassadeq, Abdelghani Mzoudi, Karim Mehdi,
\. "....\\ Haydar.Zamnrar, or Said Bahaji. ."'.,',-,

\\1';:·\ k.asa:~e~t?'i~o~~t the photos in~epe!.1ttbom book. He did not recognize
\. any of'thepietures 'e~h~r than from ~ news, except for.two photos ofBinalshibh (#21
\ and,:-.~36). H.~ said thit-t,th!! first plcturelooked like Binalshibh as he knew him (no beard),
\. and 't:~at he recognized the-second picture 'only from television.] [said that the

picture he recognized of Binalshibh is how helooked both before he left for Germany
and when he came back to visit-Yemen, " '.

I \;\t~~oceed~tIi9uesti~~' .~CifIcallYa~ut each of the calls made to
his phone '-thatwere reflected on Binalshibh's phone-record.] . ~ad no memory
about any O-f-.~hecalls in .particular. Befort? he was presented with the actual phone record
showing the -'~l?ecifictimes arl~.dates of thecalls, howeve4 ~aid that sometimes
Binalshibh would call and ask for his mother 'apbln I ack a few minutes later [this

•
pattern is in faot-..reflected orrthe 'phone record]:' appeared to have no difficulty
reading the recor.4 but said that.he 'd~dnot remem er any specific cal1s because they were
not especially imp"Qrtant to himj'he would just answer the ·calls and exchange pleasantries

\\ before getting Bina.~~ibh's mothet::... -.

'1 lsaid that h~\~ould never ha:ve ~U,owed Binalshibh to use his phone to call his
mother ifhe had known.that Binalshibhwasgoing to do something bad. He said that he
feels terrib1e that Binal$jbh basically used him, and that he was willing, and considered
it his duty, to help ifhe h~~,any relevant irt(~rm'a.t:~~n.

At the end of the intervie~" -... !was asked abo~t some of his personal information.
He was born in Hijra 1398 (1978) and is 26 years old:1 . linished high school in
1996 and had attended university in Sanaa. He studied accounting, and he had only two
courses remaining in order to receive his degree. ~ said he now worked with his father
as a construction contractor. \'\, '-"-'....

When asked about his travel abroad" lat first said he had trave1ed only to Saudi
Arabia for Hajj and for Omra. He said he had traveled for-Hajj one time three years ago,
and for Omra three separate times, once in 1996 as well as each of the last two years.
When pressed further as to whether he had ever traveled.outside yemen n~er than those
four times, and specifically whether he had ever been to Bosnia( ladmitted that
he traveled to Bosnia in 1995. He was generally reluctant to discuss the details of this

• trip, and during the questioning he repeatedly referred us to the PSO, whom he said had
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prepared a detailed report on his travel to Bosnia.llsaid he spent three months
in Bosnia after high school, but by the time he ain~yton agreement was already
in place so the fighting was basically finished. He said he did not go through any training
other than training for general fitness. ~aid that he had been inspired to go by
a neighbor named Abdul Nasser, who died fighting in Bosnia in 1995 at the age of30.
I t,Iidnot believe that Abdul Nasser knew Binalshibh. Although some people
from the area knew that he had traveled to Bosnia; he Sait bi: Dey" ~d Binalshibh, who
had moved to"Germany befor~ . lwent to Bosnia aid he never spoke
with Binalshibh ab?ut the la~er.haliDg ttill(eJ~ ~'ChecIJnY!l' ~fghanistan, or Pakistan.
In response to specific questionmg . enied that he himself had ever traveled to

, ,
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