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The mtervnew was ongmally scheduled for 28 February 2004 but was rescheduled for the

next: mommg upon the reqyest of Gomt mmmﬂ_’_l]jwlntemew was conducted at the
Police Officets'Club in Sanaa, Yemen. as-present at this location when

. mtervtew
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Commission staff arrived. The interview started at approximately 10: 30.am and epded at
approximatél 12 40 pm. As the FBI hid an interview request pending foﬂ

 interview:. Commission staff followed-up with additional questlons
sed an mterpreter for both questions and answers durmg the entire

SA

Aﬁer mtroduc’uons and pleasantnes ~in whlch[ }esponded to thc mterv1ewers

,,expressxons of appreciation for his agreeing to meet , “It is my duty” -
/discussed his relationship with Ramzi Binalshibh." stated that Binalshibh had
" been his nerghbor in Ye the cwm;_m_Y:men in1994, Binalshibh left for
Germany At that time ‘ aid he was only about 17 years old.
According Binalshibh returned to Yemen once or twice after moving to
Germany. | said that during one of these visits, he saw Binalshibh in passing on
the street. kaid that he had no greater relationship with Binalshibh other than

having lived next door to him several years ago.
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sa1d that e- and ‘Binalshibh had been neighbors in the al-Hasabah district of
—Bjnalshibh moved next dadr 1o esidence sometime in 1992-93, but
Was not sure of the exact date: 1 faid he first met Binalshibh durmg
1he one to two year penod durmg which they were neighbors, before Binalshibh moved

tOiGermany

Bmalshrbh’s mother hved next door toE—__jn the same residence as Binalshibh, and
sheremained in ‘the same home after. Binalshibh left for Germany. Binalshibh returned to
Yemiez.to Visit. her Bmalshrbh’s mothérdied roughly one year ago. Binalshibh’s brother
Ahmed-also hved.ar.l.h.la.:eg idence with their mother. In fact, Ahmed still lives there with
" his wife'today.| .. ™ jowever, was not sure-whether Ahmed lived at this address at
‘the same time’ malsh'ﬁh 11Ved in Germany 1d not know whether Binalshibh
had any other brothers .

would only see’ hlm on the street when he was going to the store, etc.’ aid
at Binalshibh was $ix-or seven years older than himself. In view of this age difterence

‘Binalshibh and he were. really not that close. Por cause of the age difference,
h€ and Binalshibh did ot 2ad schaal together. | aid he did not know where

a1d that he d1d not spend uch time with Bmalshrbh when he ﬁoor.

Bmelshrbh went to schoot] ™. baid that he did not know if Binalshibh had a job,
and that he dj a close-enough rélationship with Binalshibh to know who were
his.friends. aid te only ‘knew that Binalshibh went to Germany after the war

. to study, which would have been sometime before the end of 1994. He said that he did
. not knaw whether Binalshibh participated in the Yemeni civil war, or what his political
: eamngs were at the time. He alsodid not- know whether Binalshibh had traveled outside

of Yemen prior to going to Germany, He was not sure why, Binalshibh. chose to studj in

x Germany, or whether Binalshibh considered. going to any. other countries; aid
i1 that he gnly found out that Binalshibh had gone to Germany aﬂer he had already Ielt irom
shopkeeper at the local grocery store. N - .

, armed to have seen Binalshibh only once Sance then when an into
: Binalshibh'gn'the street. When asked if he ever.had any phone contacts with Binalshibh
gaﬂer he left _ explained that because Bmalshrbh’s mother did not have a phone,

ishe had asked] * whether Binalshibh could c: - house when he

Wanfed to reac ~TBinalshibh would therefore cal ouse and asj to speak

to his; mother, and. whoever answered the phone would get her from next door.

said that his only phone contact with Binalshibh would have been on such occasions, and
Lt would only have been to exchange pleasantries. -

ibh started calling his nurnber to reach the
is his phone number and is the numbe

THeT. |con
Binalshibh used to call. owever, did not recognize the phone numbe

A hen told. that this number belonged to a phone in the buitding next to-his, where

bou]d not remember W,

Binalshi ther lived, and that Binalshibli had called this number from Gerrnany as
well) eiterated thiat Binalshibh’s mother did not have a phone at the time and

that tiiTs mumber must have belonged to somebody other than Binalshibh’s mother.’
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. xplamed that the building in which Bmalshlbh’s mother lived was divided into

| around'1998.[ 5 |

. he couldnot: recall.precisely what was said, he recalled Binalshibh commenting thay

' had grown up and had gotten married since they last saw each other. When asked
whether the, calls from Binalshibh occurred before or after this %}axd he

number an ame as his point of contact in Yemen:
¢ /i oranyone in his famlly had such'a post office box, but he said he would be willing to ask
i/ 1 his relatives if they recognized the:box number on Binalshibh’s fax: said that
¢ | he had not known unti| then that Binglshi used him as a point of contact, and he
i had no idea why Binalshibh did thaza[m_h_mb

“flats, 50 the. phone number must have been assigned t6 one of the other flats in this
E bmldmg ...... :

:
v,
a2,

e
‘).

identified. earher stlll belongs to him (he and his family continue to live at the same place
as when Bmalshlbh was their nerghbor) He could not recall when Binalshibh last called
the number nior could he say how many times Binalshibh called looking for his mother,

as, others may have anchrecI the phone ‘on occasi aid that was personally aware
. of atleast two, £ 3 ﬁ'om Bmalshlbh id not recognize the following
phone number‘ :

L Jsaid he had no other contacts thh Bmalshxbh after the latter left for Germany
‘'other than these calls and thé:one time he ran into Binalshibh on, the street. Although he
was: not sure, he guessed that Binalshibh had returned to Yemen to- visit his mother when
they ran‘into éachother] ™. rould niot recall when this meeting eccurred, but he
thought if' hap ened after he got martied in 1997, He guessed it therefore nust have been
noted that this.encounter- ‘with Binalshibh was brief. Altho g

thought that the'calls occurred both before and after this visit. as unaware of
any other vxsxts Bmalshxbh made to Yemen other than this one after Binalshibh moved to

Germany

re§'e‘r__1te3 ith a copy of a fax sent\‘ﬁy:Binalshibh in August 2000 to
i/ the Flonda

Ei h't"«Traml ng Cen er (FFTC), in which Binalshibh ]i t office box
denied that he

Iso had no explanation why his name

:and number were listed as the point of contact on a piece of paper found during a search
‘conducted in Gennany.said he never gave Binalshibh permission to use him

as a point of contact.

| Returning to the phone calls|______Jat first said that the phone that Binalshibh called
i is registered under his name, as the oldest male of his household. He later corrected

himself, noting that the phone is actually registered under his father’s name, Abdullah.

© Although he is still alive, Abdullah is very old and had no relationship with Binalshibh.
tated once again that Binalshibh’s mother asked for permission for her son to
ca

er on his phone, and that he himself had never had a relationship with Binalshibh.
Although his family would usually not allow others to use their phone, he said that he
allowed Rinalshibh’s mother to receive calls from Binalshibh simply out of respect for
her. said he could not recall when Binalshibh’s calls started or ended.
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ald ht" could not recall any visit by B1 :
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). Yemen in 2000. When he
" “Jphone on 1 August 2000,

was reminded byl Ithat Binalshibh cal]ex -
that Binalshibh sent two faxes to the FFTC with listed-as his point of contact on
8 August 2000 and 10 August 2000, and that it appearsithat Binalshibh flew to Yemen for

about one month on 18 August 20000nced€d that he: mlght in fact have seen
Binalshibh on two separate occasions; but he ad no specxf’ ¢ memory-other than the one
encounter he related earlier about running | into; Bmalshlbh on the street. mgam
claimed not to have had any relatlonshlp with! analshnbh, ‘noting that:he Would 1ot have
been the one to welcome Binalshibh when he; v151ted Yemen emed knowing

with whom Binalshibh would have assomated when he came to visit.

When asked about Bmalshlbh’s brother Ahnwd Poodd Sald he did not know anything
about his relationship with’ Binalshibh. Spec1ﬁca, Y, he did:not know whether Binalshibh
and Ahmed kept in touch after BinalShibh hadimoved to Gennany Although
conceded that he knows Ahmed better that heiknew Binalshibh, he claimed not fo have
been particularly close to Ahmed Ahred is older than, Binalshibh, and thus even
less of.a direct peer.0 i >a1d that the extent of his relationship with
Ahmed is simply 16 exchange greetings | on the street. He did not know where Ahmed
worked or whether he had ever traveled outside Yemen. ‘ !

sa;d he did not know whether Bmalslubh had a bro N ullah. He

d he-had never heard of a friend of Binalshibh’s name" L Moreover,
aid he did not know Binalshibhto ever use any other names such as “Omar”

or “Ahed Sabet.” Fmally,:Ihd net recogmze post ofquet box qumbeg

At this point in the interview, all took a ten mmute break

When asked specifically if he ever heard, of Bmalshlbh workxng at a bank aid

no. He added that he never had any reason to ask Binalshibh about %us work, or whether
he even had a bank account, %ald he knew nothing ofBi lshxbh’s religious
1nalshi

beliefs, reiterating that when eft for Germany : fvas only 17 years
old. He did not recall Binalshibh ever mentlomng Sheikh Zindan. aid that
Binalshibh was known as a quiet person who was not very.-social bfso said
that he only learned that Binalshibh applied for a U.S. visa from the media after 9/11; he
was not aware that Binalshibh applied for a U:S. visa as early as 1995. id not
even know that Binalshibh was interested in studying abroad until after Binalshibh left
for Germany. He claimed, however, that it was not particularly unusual for people from
his community to travel abroad for medical treatment or to study.

Upon further questioning| bonceded that he may have seen Binalshibh more
than once after he left for Germany. Hemay have seen him two or three times, but he
now recalled seeing him at least twice:" He said that the encounter he mentioned earlier
was the first time he saw Binalshibh after Binalshibh left for Germany, which was about
four years after he moved away. :_d__r}aid Binalshibh did not look any different
when he saw him. Although he insisted that he not recall the details of the conversation
they had on the street some ’ﬁ‘\'/e years ago, he did remember that Binalshibh said he was
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-,:\"studylng accounting in Germany. When asked specxﬁcally said Binalshibh did
“xi;:not tnention anything about traveling to Afghamstan or Chechnya or about any interest
in fhght school

> axd he did not know any- of the following individuals: Mohamed el-Amir,
"A.‘:'Moha,mmed ‘Atta, Marwan al-Shelthi, Abu Kaka, Abdul Rahman (he noted that this is a
‘yery common name, but said he: did not know of anybody with this name connected to
s Binalshibh in Gerrnany), Ziad Jarrah, Abu Tarig, Ould Slahi, Abu Musab, Zakariya

% . Essabar, Abu al-Magrebi, Mounir el-Motassadeq, Abdelghani Mzoudi, Karim Mehdi,
F Haydar Zammar, or Sald Bahap ‘

.:as asked to’ look at the _photos in the Penttbom book. He did not recognize
any of the'pictures other than from the news, except for.two photos of Binalshibh (#21

and:#36). He said that the first plcture looked like Blnalshlbh as he knew him (no beard),
and that he recognized the'second picture only from television:[______ Jsaid that the
picture he recogmzed of Binalshibh is how he looked both before he left for Germany
and when he came back to vlsn Yemen ) .

N proceeded to questnopemﬁcally about each of the calls made to
his phone ‘that were reflected on Binalshibh’s phone record: ad no memory
about any of; the calls in. partxcu]ar Before he was presented with the actual phone record
showing the specific times and dates of the'calls, however:taid that sometimes

. Binalshibh wauld call and ask for his mother and then call back a few minutes later [this

. i pattern is in factreflected on: the ‘phone record]. i iappeared to have no difficulty

i reading the record but said that, he did not remember any specific calls because they were
i not especially important to him;*he would just answer the calls and exchange pleasantries
i before getting Bma}shxbh’s mother

said that he_'-.would never haye a‘llowed Binalshibh to use his phone to call his
mother 1f he had knowr: that Binalshibh was going to do something bad. He said that he
feels terrible that Bmalshlbh basically used him, and that he was willing, and considered
it his duty, to help if he had any relevant mformanon

At the end of the mterv1ew| Iwas aske_d abo.ut some of his personal information.
He was born in Hijra 1398 (1978) and is 26 years old. :hmshed high school in
1996 and had attended university in Sanaa. He studied accounting, and he had only two

courses remaining in order to receive his degree. He said he now worked with his father
as a construction contractor. ’ E

When asked about his travel abroad':at first said he had traveled only to Saudi
Arabia for Hajj and for Omra. He said he had traveled for-Hajj one time three years ago,
and for Omra three separate times, once in 1996 as well as éach of the last two years.
When pressed further as to whether he had ever traveled outsid er than those
four times, and specifically whether he had ever been to Bosnia dmitted that
he traveled to Bosnia in 1995. He was generally reluctant to discuss the details of this
‘ trip, and during the questioning he repeatedly referred us to the PSO, whom he said had
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prepared a detailed report on his travel to Bosnia. said he spent three months
‘ in Bosnia after high school, but by thé time he airived the Dayton agreement was already
in place so the fighting was basically finished. He said he did not go through any training
other than training for general ﬁtnessE__—:__Isaid that h¢ had been inspired to go by
a neighbor named Abdul Nasser, who died fighting in Bosnia in 1995 at the age of 30.
id not believe that Abdul Nasser knew Binalshibh. Although some people

from the area knew that he had traveled to Bosnia, he saig hé ney 1d Binalshibh, who
had moved ta Germany befor, ent to Bosnia, aid he never spoke
with Binalshibh about the latter hayl : d toChechnya, Afghanistan, or Pakistan.

In response to specific questioning :
Chechnya, Afghanistan, or Pakistan either,

_:ieni:ed tha:t; he himself had ever traveled to
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