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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR · .. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES 

DATA SHEET 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE All ENTRIES-- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

UNAME 
HISTORIC ~*-

T State Line 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION Just north of the highway on the Ouachita National Forest where 
sTREET& NUMBER Oklahoma State Highway one and Arkansas State Highway 88 

run into each other at the State Line. 
CITY. TOWN 

17 miles N.W. of Mena J VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Arkansas 
CODE 

05 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

"XSTRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

DAGENCY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

x_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_PRIVATE .XuNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

_YES: RESTRICTED 

_x YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_No 

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If 11pplic11ble) 

U.S.D.A. Forest Service, R-8 (Ouachita National Forest) 
STREET & NUMBER 

1720 Peachtree Road, N.W. 
CITY. TOWN 

Atlanta --VICINI TY OF 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Polk County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Men a 

0REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

U. S. Forest Service 
DATE 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

three 
COUNTY 

Polk 
CODE 

113 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~PARK 
_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER : 

STATE 

Georgia 

STATE 

Arkansas 

March 30, 1972 !FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY . TOWN 
USDA Forest Service, Region 8 

Atlanta 
STATE 

Georgi a 



IJDESCRIPTION 

~EXCELLENT 
_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

AALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Site contains State Line Mileage Marker (48th mile). It's made of cast iron 
weighting over 100 pounds. The marker is part of the original survey defining 
Oklahoma territory and the State of Arkansas. The marker is octagonal shaped 
pipe with the raised letters "48 M" near the top - on the north side, "1877" 
south side, "ARK". east side and "CHOC." west side. 

The site of the marker is about 50 yards on a 4 foot wide trail from a paved 
parking lot just north of Highway 88. About half of the parking lot is in 
Oklahoma. 

Site Alteration: 

The Forest Service constructed a native stone and morter base for the marker in 
1974. This was done to prevent someone from stealing it. The marker location 
was not moved. 

No other physical alterations have occurred to the marker. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

X. 1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION lLAw 

---AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

---ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION l_MILITARY 

. .....ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE !exPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY lPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THi:ATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECI~VI 

SPECIFIC OATES 1877 BUILDER/ARCHITECT u. s. Army Engineers 

STATEMENT- OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This site is one of the few places where public access is a~ailable to one of the 
original 1877 State Line Milage Markers. The survey of the State Line was a 
contrQversial government action because more than one survey occurred. Luci 
Baines Johnson, daughter of President Lynden Baines Johnson, dedicated the 
Talimena Scenic· Drive at this location June 7, 1970 . 

The first State Line was agreed to in the Treaty of Doak's Stand in 1820 (Ark. 
Hist. Quarterly XXVIII 204.) 

The Washington or Choctaw Boundary Treaty of 1825 (Baird, 17; Bearss, 97-99; 
Debo, 50; McReynolds, 118-119; Morris, Map No. 19 and text) set the present 
boundary south of Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

All white settlers west of this line were to be removed. All Choctaws to the 
east were to relocate west. Future settlement of U.S. Citizens west of the 
line was to be prevented (Bearss, 97-99; Morris, Map No. 19 and text). 

There was much dispute over this line by the Arkansas Territory but a U.S. 
Attorney Generals' opinion in 1829 confirmed this line.(Ark. Hist. Quarterly 
XXVIII 210-211). 

James S. Conway of Lafayette County was appointed by President Jackson, ~urveyor 
of Public Lands (Hempstead, 24). He certified the surveys as follows 11 I do 
hereby certify that the above plat of the line forming the boundary of the 
Choctaw lands in the Territory of Arkansas has such marks and bounds both 
natural and artificial as are represented thereon and described in the field 
notes thereof and returned with this 11 Plat 11 into the Office of the Secretary 
of War 11

• Morris, Map No. 55 and text). 

This line was later proved to diverge to the west (Debo, 195-197; Morris, Map 
No. 19 and text). The error may have been intential (Ark. Hist. Quarterly 
XXVI II, :209), 

The line became a focus of illegal liquor traffic (Bearss, 121-122, 126-127). 

(see continuation sheet) 



/ 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See continuation sheet 

Ui]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

UTM REFERENCES 

less~ ,n -r /ofpt. /'~ cad a. 

ALl.&J l316-t6lliOIO! l3 1 8l3,\9JB,6,Qf B~~~~~ 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLLJ I I 1 I 1 1 I I 1 I 1 I , , I 
ZONE EASTING 

D~ II I l 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION . 

I I I I I I 
NORTHING 

I I I I I I 

State Line location covers an acrei starting at the northeast corner of the 
parking lot just north of Arkansat 88 and Oklahoma 1 highway intersection. 
From this corner proceed north 150 feet, thence west 150 feet, thence south 
150 feet, thence east 150 feet _to the starting point. The marker is within 
15 feet of the southwest corner, section 6, township 1, range 32 west. 

LIST All STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE 

Arkansas 05 
STATE CODE 

Oklahoma 40 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Arthur p. Cowley. Recreation. VIS. EE 
ORGANIZATION 

Ouachita National Forest 
STREET & NUMBER 

COUNTY 

Polk 
COUNTY 

LeFlore 

Federal Bldg., Reserve Street, P. 0. Box 1270 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hot Springs 

lfa CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMEND 

YES_x__ NO__ NONE 

CODE 

113 
CODE 

079 

DATE 

12/17/76 
TELEPHONE 

(501) 623-7763 
STATE 

Arkansas 

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby nominate this property'/ ~t~o~th~e:_JN~a!!!ti!9.0!!JnallJi~~:...cemll~l-lllaLtAtt 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to tn'! 9omination to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is _National ~State __ locaL 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGN JUR 

• DATE 
D1rector of Recreation 

Management 
J;J&l!.!.L~!Jl.\-~J5"' IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DATE 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAl REGISTER 
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Many more arguements ensued until the Three Cornered Treaty of 1855 (Debo, 17-73 
and Morris, Map 19 and text) which defined the same starting point and direction 
from Fort Smith. 

Upon resurveying for only eight miles they found the old line diverging to 
the west. Choctaw witnesses resigned in protest when the Secretary of Interior 
gave orders 11 merely to retrace the boundary line as surveyed and marked in 
previous years 11 (Ark. Hi stori ca 1 Quarterly XXVII I, 213-215; Debo, 195-197). 

At the Civil War's end a new treaty was signed in 1866 and new efforts by the 
Choctaws were made to get the boundary changed to the east. The matter was 
finally settled~ legislation confirming the old boundary in March 1875 (Ark. Hist. 
Quarterly XXVIII 216-218; Baird, 181-182). 

The resurvey was made in 1877 and a survey was also made on a true south line. 
The acreage difference was calculated at136,204.02 acres (Ark. Hist. Quarterly 
XXVIII, 219; Baird, 181-182; Morris, Map No. 19 and text). 

Congress authorized settlement at 50¢ per acre on January 5, 1886 (Baird, 182; 
Morris, Map No. 19 and text). 

GPO 892 455 
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Bairds, W. David. 1972. Peter Pitchlynn: Chief of the Choctaws. University 
of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 238 pages. Illus., Index, Bibliography. Annotated. 

Bearss, Edwin C., and A. M. Gibson. 1969. Fort Smith, Little Gibraltar on the 
Arkansas. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 349 pages. Ill us., Index, 
Bibliography. Annotated. 

Debo, Angie. 1972 revision. The Rise and Fall of the Choctaw Republic. University 
of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 314 pages. Illus., Index, Bibliography. Annotated. 

Foreman, Grant. 1934. (second printing 1966). The Five Civilized Tribes. 
University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 455 pages. Illus., Index, Bibliography. 
Annotated. 

Godspeed, Weston Arthur (Editor-in-Chief). 1904. The Province and the States (A 
Histor of the Province of Louisiana Under France and S ain, and of the 
Territories and States of the United States Formed Therefrom . In Seven 
Volumes (Volume III used.) 543 pages. The Western Historical Association, 
Madison, Wise. No index. Article on 11 lndian Territory, 11 Associate Editor 
Ex-Governor Cassius McDonald Barnes; Author ArcherS. Hulbert. 

Hempstead, Fay. 1890. A Pictorial History of Arkansas -- From Earliest Times to 
the year 1890. St. Louis and New York; N. D. Thompson Publishing Company. 
1240 pages. Illus., Index, Bibliography. Annotated. 

Morris, John W., and Edwin C. McReynolds. 1965. Historical Atlas of Oklahoma. 
University of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 70 maps, with text. Index, Bibliography. 

Peck, Henry L. 1967 (3rd Edition). The Proud Heritage of LeFlore County. Hoffman 
Printing Company, Muskogee. 402 pages. Illus., Index. Annotated. 

Shirley, Glenn. 1968. Law West of Fort Smith, AHistor of Frontier Justice in the 
Indian Territory 1836-1896 . University of 333 
pages. Illus., Bibliography. Annotated. 

PERIODICALS: 

The Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Volume XXVIII, Number 3, Autumn 1969. W. David 
Baind, 11 Arkansas•s Choctaw Boundary 11 a Study of Justice Delayed, 11 pp 203-222. 
Arkansas Historical Association, Fayetteville. 

The Chronicles of Oklahoma Volume L, Number 2, Summer 1972. Elizabeth H. Hunt, 
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11 Two Letters from Pine Ridge Mission, 11 pp 219-225. Oklahoma Historical 
Society, Oklahoma City. 

MAPS: 

Morris, John W., and Edwin C. McReynolds. 1965. Historical Atlas of Oklahoma. 
Map Number 19: 11 Choctaw-Arkansas Boundaries 11

; Map Number 24: 11 Forts and 
f~ilitary Roads 1817-1876 11

; Map Number 55: 11 Fort Smith Boundary 11
; Map 

Number 56: 11 Townshi ps and Ranges. 11 

United States Forest Service, Ouachita National Forest: Kiamichi Ranger District, 
1964. 

United States Forest Service, Ouachita National Forest, Arkansas, Fifth Principal 
Meridian, 1966. 

Unites States Geological Survey, Mountain Fork Quadrangle, Arkansas-Oklahoma, 1958. 

PERSONS INTERVIEWED: 

Johnston, Homer L., Heavener, Oklahoma 
Lane, Lloyd, Mena, Arkansas 
Maddox, Owen, Mena, Arkansas 
Rabb, Mina (Mrs. Harry), Acorn, Arkansas (Mena, R. 3) 
Scott, James A. and Gussie, Mena, Arkansas 
Yeaman, Omar, Talihina, Oklahoma 

GPO 892 455 
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U_.NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE All ENTRIES-- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

State Line 
AND/OR COMMON 

II LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

X 
_VICINITY OF 

17 miles northwest of Mena 

II MAP REFERENCE 
souRcE U. S. Geological Survey 

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1958 

D REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

COUNTY 

Polk 

GPO 892· 452 

STATE 

Arkansas 

INT:2427-74 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

May 4, 1976 

rMr. Charles R. Herrington 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U. S, Department of the Interior 

LWashington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

2360 

Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination forms 
(10-306, 10-301 and 10-30la) for State Line on the Ouachita National 
Forest in Arkansas and Nawthis Village on the Fishlake National 
Forest in Utah. 

Please consider these sites for listing on the National Register. 

For further information about these nominations, please contact 
Mr. Fred Isbell of this office, His telephone number is 447-2150. 

Sincere~ • 

!Mf 
Recreation Management 

Enclosures 

6ZOD-11 (1 /69) 



WAS0-166 
(August 1971) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

I. CALL 0 TO ; 0 FROM (Name) 

Mr. arthur cowley 

3 . SUBJECT . PROJECT NO • . ETC. 

DATE 

Oct. 21 1976 
TIME OF CALL 

1 :38 
Z. ADDRESS ( Tel. No. if needed) 

(50 1 ) 623-7763 

W9~93- State Line Marker (ark- Forest Service) 

4 , DETAILS OF DISCUSSION 

Since only the marker is of historical importance and since our program does not 
allow buffer zones, I suggested that one acre was excessive. 

Also, Mr. Cowley said that the one acre includes a parking which I told him would 
not be eligible. 

So , Mr. Cowley agree to less than one acre. 

NAME OF PERSON PLACING/RECEIVING CALL 

"])LL 

AM 

PM 

GPO 897-848 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

ARKANSAS 
STATE 

Date Entered NOV 1 3 1976 

Name 

Jackson County Courthouse 

. ~r:_ Line Marker 

Also Notified 

Bon. John L. lkClcllan 

Ron. Dale Bumpers 
tton. nill Alcxar.der 
Hon. John P. Hammerschmidt 

Mr. Zane G. Smith1 Forest Service 

Location 

Newport 
Jackson County-

Mena vicinity 
Polk Couuty 

State His toric Preservation Officer 
Ms • !l.llne B<'\rt lay 
Acting Director, Arkansas Hiato·r ic 

Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and Hain Streets 
Little Bock, Arkansas 72201 
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,/_,f?J 
NAME AS IT 1\PPF.ARS IN Fr:DERliL REGI STER, s-drlf $:-u. Jll.:v.iet..-

OTHER , NJTES : 

LOCATION: 
STR EET & NUMOER vj 1 /7>'1 •~ 
CITY. TOWN 

STA~vf/).~ 
VICINITY OF 

,/m 
/ ·/~0.... 

code 

113 

OWNER OF PROPERTY! (Circl e )~P~VATE S~ATE LOCAL GOV 1 T 1-!UNICIPl\L COUNTY OTHER 

ADHlNIST RATOR(underline) FEDERJ\L(AGI:NCY 

•. NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) 

~ 
u.Jrs 

SOUTfiEAS'l' ~:IDh'EST 

l/oOUNTAIN HF.ST Pl1CIF'IC NORTHI"iLST 

FEATURES: INTERJOR EXTE!UOR J;:M'IIRO~lS · 

.~bstuntially intact-3 
_ unkno;.:n -6 

_ Substantiully intact-1 
_ Jl11kn01m- 4 

~~stanti a lly intact-2 
m;kr.Oim .-5 

..tL'not applicable - 7 =not appl ica!:>le - 8 _ t\ct appli cc.l::le-9 

_Interio=, exterior, cn~ir~ns not intact-0 

CONDITION- _EXCELLENT 

ACCESS-

_G000 

_FAIR 

Yes-res!:ricted 

historic district? 

_ OEHRI ORATEO 

_RU INS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

-l'nexca•,att:?rl 

~ 
YES ~ 

WI'l'HIN NATIONAL REGISTJ:R HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, Nl\HE: 

_U!U, LTEREO 

-ALlER EO 

_Reconst r ucted 
_Excavated 

No access 

YES 

HITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC L.liJlDt-1.1'-.RK? YES 
IF YES, NAHE: 

ADAPTIVE USE: YES 

FUNCTION (S); (use vbcc.bulary \•lards) 

then- J 07 fi""1evr.tu.. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

now- ~J 

-ARCH EULUG Y ·PR E HI STOAIC 

-ARCII(OLOG Y·HISTORI C _ CON SE AVAliON 

__l-GI\ICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

-ARCHIHClUR[ _fOUCAli Otl 

_ART _E.NGINEEfiiNG 

Saved? 

_ COMMiRCE 

_COMMU NICAliONS 

_HPLOAA liON 

_INiJU !";THY 

~NV[NliON 

_ PHIL OSOPHY __ lRAt-!~POHYATION 

-a:;tOFOOm:;oi?!s;;qb;>iSFI>'I'Ili .. l "':CftiE!'f'IQT"i _QTH[ ft ISPE CIFYI 

e . . 
Hums 

-·----

no 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED 

_Unknc'i.n 

_urban & commu n 
planning 

Hfirst'J YCS NO '~oldes t~ n.s NO \~ Ollly~ YES NO 




