
Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74) 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM 

fOR NP$ U$EO~t.Y. 

fi:·~CEJV~Q 

OATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Nauvoo, Illi nois 
AND/ OR COMMON 

Nauvoo, Illinois 

f) LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

Nauvoo 
STATE 

Illinois 

IICLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
x._DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_ STRUCTURE X-BOTH 

_ VICINITY OF 

CODE 

17 

STATUS 
x._oCCUPIED 

_ UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRES:, 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ OBJECT _ IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED .X YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_No 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

19th 
COUNTY CODE 

Hancock 067 

PRESENT USE 

~GRICULTURE -XMUSEUM 

X-COMMERCIAL -XPARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT -xRELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT - SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRI~L _ TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER . 

NAME Mixed Public and private ownership HSS contact, Mayor, Nauvoo, Illinois/ 
Nauvoo Restoration Incorporated Joseph Smith Historic Center 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

_ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Hancock County Clerk and Recorder of Titles and Deeds 

STREET & NUMBER 

Hancock County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Carthage 

IJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Historic American Buildings Survey (12 structures) 
DATE 

STATE 

Illinois 

1934 _ FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _ LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRVEY RECORDS Div. of Prints and Photographs, Library of Congress 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Washington D.c. 



DDESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

*-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

During the seven year Mormon occupation, the location of the undeveloped towns of 
Commerce and Commerce City on the east bank of the Mississippi grew into the prosperous 
frontier city of Nauvoo , and with an estimated population of 12,000, it was for a time 
the largest city in Illinois. Hundreds of homes and commercial structures were built, 
a number of which are extant today. Several imposing public structures were erected 
in what was very much a frontier settlement through cooperative effort. Outstanding 
among these was the Nauvoo Temple, probably the largest and most expensive building in 
existance at that time in the West . The Temple, Concert Hall and Mormon Arsenal are 
no longer extant, however, other public buildings such as the Masonic Temple, the 
Mansion House , and Nauvoo House as well as a number of original residences still stand, 
although many of them have suffered major alterations due to subsequent uses or 
deterioration from long abandonment. Many more have been demolished and can only be 
identified through archeological investigatio~. 

When the Mormons first arrived in the city of Commerce, there were probably fewer than 
100 people in the whole area, compared with the estimated 12,000 by 1846. The earliest 
structures were undoubtedly of logs, in usual frontier manner . Most of the town was 
.. wded on the flats, and the houses and shops were of a temporary nature, and most 

have since disappeared. An old wooden barn along the river's edge, believed to have been 
a store, is probably the oldest frame ·structure surviving from the Mormon period. By 
1842 brick kilns had been constructed and better houses of brick and stone were built , 
usually farther uphill from the river. Limestone was available from a nearby island 
and at the quarry located at the west end of Main Street. Most Mormon houses remaining 
are simple rectangular two, or two and one-half story brick, without decoration , except 
for the stepped gable-ends on a few rooflines. 

The city of Nauvoo was planned and laid out in a grid pattern , as seen on the enclosed 
1841 map by Gustav Hill , but was never developed beyond a few streets in the central 
area . As seen in a 1845-46 photograph, structures of any permanent nature were fairly 
widely scattered and surrounded with many small frame structures and outbuildings even 
in the developed area. Each block was divided into four-one acre tracts. Each lot 
was expected to furnish the family with their vegatables and fruits. However, as the 
city grew , most of the lots in the settled area were subdivided and food was grown 
outside the city where many families operated their own farms and the community farm 
provided for poorer families and converts. 

Mormon Nauvoo developed no business district during its six-year occupation, and the 
scattering of structures suggests there was no zoning, and the businesses were often 
located in the house of the owners. In their short stay there was little industrial 
development despite encouragement from the leaders. The town also lacked a railroad 
connection. Joseph Smith himself operated probably the most important and active general 
sto~, and meetings were often held on its second floor. The community purchased its 
own ~at, the Maid of Iowa which it used mostly for excursions, and ferrying new arrivals, 
established its own University of Nauvoo, while younger children attended schools in 
private homes. There are several early cemeteries extant in Nauvoo . The earliest and 
most important Mormon cemetery is located just outside of the town line, at the south­
east corner, and is called the Saints Cemetery. 
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Nauvoo Temple By far the most outstanding building in the West at that time, the 
temple was 128 feet long, 88 feet wide, 60 feet high, with a tower reaching 157 l/2 
feet in the air. The outside walls were ornamented by 30 columns, six on each end, 
and none on each side, at the base of each was a moonstone and at the top a sunstone, 
surmounted by a carved stone with 2 hands each holding a trumpet, then two additional 
stones, then a starstone. All the details of the design had been revealed to Joseph 
Smith in a vision. 

When the basement was completed it was dedicated and put into immediate use in Nov­
ember 1841, as it houses a large baptismal front, of unusual design, it was reached 
by two stairways and was mounted on 12 carved wooden oxen. By 1846 the font had 
been executed in stone. 

As the temple neared completion in 1846, the Mormons, acknowledging that they would 
be forced out of Illinois, unsuccessfully attempted to lease or sell the building. 
In 1848 the Church conveyed the lots and other property to "a David T. LeBaron, who in 
1849 conveyed the same tracts to Etienne Cabet, leader of the Icarian community. On 
October 9, 1848, the temple was burned and later a man named Agnew confessed to the 
arson. 

The Icarians attempted to rebuild the structure but had not progressed far when in 
May 1850 a tornado toppled the weakened walls, save for the front facade which was 
leveled in 1865. After the tornado, temple stones were used for Icarian community 
buildings, several of which were located around the temple site, and were demolished 
during the 1960s when Nauvoo Restoration Inc. excavated the site. 

During the late nineteenth century even the foundation stones were mined out of the 
site, the ground was leveled and converted into a vineyard, so that until the 1960s 
no one could definitely define the site or the dimension of the temple. Under Nauvoo 
Restoration Inc. project the archeological digs conducted 1962-1969 by Southern 
Illinois University and by J.C. and Virginia S. Harrington, revealed the location of 
the walls, the font drain, and the stairwells. The site has been landscaped and plans 
underway which call for some model of the temple, on a smaller scale to be built 
on the site. 

Joseph Smith Homestead After arrlVlng in Nauvoo, Joseph Smith at first lived in 
a log house which the Church bought from Hugh White and is maintained today by the 
Joseph Smith Historic Center. The home of the prophet was the scene of many religious, 
business and social events for the community and the church decided that it should 
supply the president with a new house. The log section of the Homestead into which 
Smith moved is probably the oldest house in Nauvoo, and the church added the other 
sections during Smith's occupancy. 
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Mansion House On August 1843 the prophet and his family moved into the Mansion House 
located just across the street from the Homestead, which contained 22 rooms, 15 bed­
rooms, and a stable for 30 horses. It is a two story frame structure, probably the 
most elegant of the houses of Nauvoo, in a Greek Revival style, with four white 
pilasters across the front facade and a columned doorway, with decorative sidelights. 
The house became a place for boarding and entertaining guests so much so that in 
January 1844 Smith rented the management of the Mansion and stable to someone else, 
while he continued to live there with his family, occupying 6 rooms until his death 
in June 1844, after which his body was laid in state in the mansion. Before 1900 
a major east wing was lost, due to extensive deterioration, for many years it has 
been maintained by the Joseph Smith Center. 

The Nauvoo House Built based on specification and a heavenly command given to the 
prophet, it was to be a permanent hotel where the prophet and his family could have 
quarters and visitors could be entertained for extended periods. With efforts focussed 
on the Temple, Nauvoo House was never completed above the foundation walls and some 
brick work on the first story, when the exodus began in 1846. Located on the river­
front, at the foot of Main Street, a portion of the house was completed by Joseph 
Smith's widow's second husband, Louis C. Bedamon, and it is used today by the Joseph 
Smith Historic Center. 

The Seventies Hall Primarily a meeting place for the priesthood Quorum of Seventies, 
and was also constructed by cooperative effort. Once damaged during its construction 
by heavy winds, it was totally rebuilt and finally dedicated December 1844. Eventually 
it was sold to the Presbyterian Church and later remodeled as a schoolhouse. Seventies 
Hall had completely disappeared by this century, but was rebuilt 1971-72 by the Nauvoo 
Restoration Incorporated. 

Concert Hall No longer extant but was located one block north of the temple, and 
was a 30 by 50 foot building with arched 11 foot ceilings, used for musical productions 
as well as church services. 

Masonic Temple Completed in 1844, also constructed with community support and used 
for a variety of activities, it originally had a third story. 

One church structure planned but never completely executed, was a huge tent expected 
to accomodate huge crowds, 4,00~5,00°yards of canvas were purchased for it, and 
probably used oowagon covers and tents instead. 

Among the other outstanding Mormon residences extant are the Brigham Young House, 
the Heber C. Kimball House, the Wilford Woodruff House, the Times & Seasons Building, 
and the Jonathan Browning Houses and Workshops, all open as museums and maintained 
by Nauvoo Restoration Inc. 
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The city of Nauvoo, located on the east bank of the Mississippi River in Hancock County, 
Illinois, was the principal city of the Mormons , and the head~uarters of the church from 
1839 to 1846. First settled by church members after their flight from northwestern 
Missouri, Nauvoo was not considered to be the final home of the church. To Joseph Smith, 
the area around Independence, Missouri , was still the Zion, to which the church would 
return as soon as possible. 

Beginning in May 1839, land was purchased by Mormons in and around the small town of 
Commerce, in an area of western Illinois that had demonstrated some sympathy for the 
trials of the church. The following year, the name of the community was officially changed 
to Nauvoo , a word meaning beautiful site or habitation. The original plan of the Mormons 
was to establish two new communities, one at Nauvoo and the other on the west bank of the 
Mississippi at Montrose, Iowa Territory. The latter town was the site of Brigham Young's 
first home in this area. Later, because of difficulties in proving land titles, the 
Mormons on the Iowa side were compelled to abandon their property and move into Nauvoo . 

Located on a hill sloping down to the river, and bordered by the river on three sides, 
Nauvoo very soon became an imposing city. During the first year of the Mormon occupancy 
about two hundred and fifty houses were constructed. A malaria epidemic, resulting 
from the swampy character of the lowlands in the vicinity, swept the community during 
the first year, but in the end proved no deterrent to its growth. The city was laid out 
in a regular fashion, with broad streets intersecting one another at right angles. Homes 
of frame, brick and stone were constructed, each with its garden and orchard plot. In 
1841, the cornerstones of the temple were laid on an eminence which commanded a view 
of the city. 

The population of Nauvoo grew very rapidly, augmented by converts from Europe and the 
United States. By the end of 1841, the population approached from Europe and the United 
States . By the end of 1841, the population approached 10,000 and Nauvoo was soon to 
become the largest city in Illinois . The lowlands were drained and the city assumed 
a more healthful aspect. Industries were founded which contributed to the economic 
prosperity of the community, and the Illinois State legislature granted a liberal city 
charter to Smith which made Nauvoo virtually a self-governing entity. 
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Nauvoo continued to flourish until 1845, when mob outbreaks against the Mormons, the 
martyrdom of Smith the year before, and the growing hostility of the State authorities 
forced the Mormons to consider another move. The following year, the city was abandoned, 
as the Saints began their long trek to the Salt Lake basin. 

Post-1846 

After 1846, under different leaders some Mormons left Nauvoo for Michigan, others went 
west to Utah and Texas, and a few, including the family of Joseph Smith who formed 
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, remained in Nauvoo. 

Following the Mormon exodus the city became almost a ghost town until the spring of 
1849 when a small party of Frenchmen and Germans who called themselves the "Pioneers 
of Humanity" took possession of some of the many vacant houses for their communistic 
colony. Their leader was Etienne Cabet, a noted lawYer and French political figure. 
He authored several books including the story of an utopian community, "A Voyage in 
Icaria." This book gave the members of this community the name Icarians. In a few 
years they found the communistic idea unworkable and the colony broke up. Cabet and 
a few followers went to St. Louis, others joined a similar colony in Corning, Iowa, and 
a number remained in the vicinity of Nauvoo . 

Today Nauvoo has less than 1,500 citizens, less than one-tenth the number estimated in 
1845 to live there. Nauvoo State Park, acquired by the State in 1948 occupies 148 
acres on the south edge of town, and much of the area of the town is still agricultural 
or undeveloped, The Icarians introduced wine and cheese making which are the towns 
most well-known industries. The town and the preservation groups are busily advertising 
Nauvoo as a tourist attraction famous for its historic background, beautiful scenery, 
and its wine and cheese. Several preservation groups representing descendents of 
different periods of Nauvoo history have been active in recent years, restoring, main­
taining, interpreting, excavating and in some cases, reconstructing historic structures. 
Nauvoo Restoration Incorporated, funded by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, with headquarters in Salt Lake City, Utah, have since 1962 developed an extensive 
program which involves buying as much property within Nauvoo as possible, restoration, 
archeological investigation and reconstruction of historic sites, in order to rebuild 
Nauvoo to its ca. 1846 appearance, before the forced migration to Utah. This plan 
includes the removal of all post-1846 features and has caused the removal of a number 
of buildings significant in the post-Mormon period when the communistic Icarians lived 
in Nauvoo . The Icarians used much of the stone from the demolished temple to construct 
their public buildings, a number of which remain today. However, the Icarians dining 
halls and apartments which were located near the Temple site have been totally removed 
since Nauvoo Restoration Inc. began their archeological project there (see enclosed 
plan of Temple Square). 
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Nauvoo Restoration Inc. presently owns in excess of 2000 acres in Nauvoo. Besides 
restoration, excavation and reconstruction of historic properties within the historic 
area according to a plan which calls for work on a certain number of sites per year, the 
group in 1971 dedicated a million dollar visitor center, a modern red brick structure 
on a 16 acre site located on the flats overlooking the river and just north of the 
concentration of their historic structures, used for interpretation and missionary work. 
They have also just completed a landscaped open-air amphitheater built into a hill at 
Inspiration Point, planned as a stage for huge pageants. 

Joseph Smith's widow and family stayed in Nauvoo after his death and in 1860 his son 
formed the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints which has its own 
preservation program for maintaining several important structures from the Mormon 
period including the Joseph Smith Homestead, the Mansion House and Nauvoo House, all 
original and extant properties, as well as the graves of Joseph and Hyrum Smith and 
about 400 acres along the southern section of the historic district. Called the 
Joseph Smith Historic Center, they maintain these restored structures as well as some 
archeology sites which have been excavated and left identified. 

A number of Nauvoo residents are descendants of the Icarians, and in recent years these 
people have become more interested in documenting the Icarian experience in Nauvoo. 
Although they do not maintain any historic structures, the town of Nauvoo, through the 
office of the mayor, has worked to develop tourist potential of the town and interpre­
tation of the area which includes various periods of Nauvoo's history and the town 
recently backed the restoration of an Icarian stone bridge. 
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William Mulder and A. Russell Mortensen, eds. Among the Mormons (New York 1958). 

Nauvoo Guide, American Guide Series of Federal Writers Project (Chicago 1939). 
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north of range eight west of the fourth principal meridian, in the county 
of Hancock, and running thence west to the northwest corner of said section, 
thence north to the Mississippi River, thence west to the middle of the 
main channel of the said river, thence down the middle of said channel to 
a point due west of the south east corner of fractional Section No. twelve, 
in township six north of range nine west of the fourth principal meridian, 
thence east to the south east corner of said Section twelve, thence north 
on the range line between township six north and ranges eight and nine 
west, to the south west corner of Section six in township six north of 
range eight west, thence east to the south east corner of said Section, 
thence north to the place of beginning . 

Also included within the landmark boundary, but not within the town boundary, is 
the oldest Mormon cemetery, a small rectangular plot located at the southeast 
corner of the district and labeled on the USGS map as Pioneer Saints Cemetery. 

Within present day Nauvoo there are many modern structures, residential and commercial 
which are incompatible with the mid-nineteenth century character of the Mormon 
period, and these twentieth century features do not contribute to the national sig­
nificance of the landmark. A great deal of Mormon Nauvoo is no longer visible but 
may be studied through archeological investigation of the historic sites, other 
extant features have been adapted for use by later residents, and no single unified area 
area can be drawn to incorporate the most important structures and sites without 
modern intrusions. The Mormons did control and plan development of the whole town 
area as described in the 1840 act of incorporation, and the extant features of the 
original Mormon community are so scattered throughout the whole town area that 
the entire acreage plus the oldest .cemetery is included within the boundary. 
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thirty one in township seven north of range 
eight west of the fourth principal meridian, in 
the county of Hancock, and running thence west 
to the northwest corner of said Section, thence 
north to the Mississippi River, thence west to 
the middle of the main channel of the said river, 
thence down the middle of said channel to a point 
due west of the south east corner of fractional 
Section No. twelve, in township six north of 
range nine west of the fourth principal meridian, 
thence east to the south east corner of said 
Section twelve, thence north on the range line 
between township six north and ranges eight and 
nine west, to the south west corner of Section 
six in township six north of r ange eight wes t , 
thence east to the south east corner of said 
Section, thence north to the place of beginning. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 18th Century 

15th Century 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal EducatiOn 0 Pol itica I 

Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/ Phi-

Historic 0 Industry 0 losophy 

Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

Art 0 Landscape Scu I pture 

Commerce 0 Architecture 0 Social / Human-

Communications 0 Literature 0 itorion 

Conservation 0 Military 0 Theater 

Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include PersonaQes, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

,:;::) ,,,,;)}}'''''''''''''''''' ''''''''''& i 

0 20th Century 0 
0 

0 Urban Planning 0 
Other (Specify) 0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

r-----~--------------------,------------------~ Rr-----------~O~F~L~E=S~S~T~H~A~N~O~N~E~A~C~R~E~-----------4 
LATITUDE LONGITUDE I cORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degr ees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 40 
0 34' 51• 91° 24 . 2 3 " 0 0 

NE 40 ° 34' 51" 91° 20 . 4 8 • 
SE 40 ° 3r 2 3" 91° 20. 48 • 
SW 40 Q 3r 2 3" 91° 24. 2 3 • 

I LIST ALL s · >R 'ROP 

STATE : c COUNTY CODE 

Illinois 17 Hancock 067 
STATE : CODE COUNTY : 

STATE : CODE COUNTY : 
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NAME AND TITLE : 

Grant A. Petersen, Management Assistant, Chicago Field Office 
ORGANIZATION 

National Park Service 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

2510 Dempster St., Suite 214 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Des Plaines, 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

eva luated ac cording to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Name ----------------------------------------

Title ---------------------------------------

Date 

!
DATE 

Nov. 5' 1973 

STATE 

Illinois 60016 
,.,., c NAT!QNAL REbf~J _:··· : .. reklF . 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

Nat i onal Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date --------------------------~-----------
ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date 

;::c 

c 
n 
-i 

0 

z 



_, 

TBCHNICAL hlA.A ~ ~ _,,·~.:z. CONTRj)L 
Photos __ r·f ~ 

~aps 0: ( 77 

, . 

National Register Write-up ------------­
Federal Register Entry 

n- -.a --ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory ~---­
Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

Send-back ------------- Entered ---------~ 
Re-submit _________ _ 

INT:2106-74 

National Park Service WASO No. 7 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF 1-J!STORIC PLACES 
COUNTY 

Hancock 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

6N, Range 8W, R. 8W, Sees. 

25,35,36, 

Nauvoo, Iowa-Ill. -- Niota, 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North ar row. 

3 . L a titude and longitude reference. 
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A LIST OF RESTORED 
HOMES IN NAUVOO 

I. Brigham Young 

2. Heber C. Kimball 

3. Jonathan Browning 

4. Wilford Woodruff 

5 . Seventies Hall 

6. John Taylor 

7. Times a Seasons 

Building 

8. Lucy Mack Smith 

9. Blacksmith Shop 

10. Nauvoo Temple Site 

II. Sunstone from the 
Nauvoo Temple 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

The Director 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

REGION TWO 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

May 24, 1938 

We are enclosing literature, pictures, and a 

Historic Sites Survey card pertaining to Nauvoo, Illioois. 

auvoo is considered by the Mormons as being one 

of the most illq)orta.nt historic si tea commemorating the part they 

pl~d in the westward movement and should be given further study. 

Since most of the iJI!portant remains are being well preserved by 

the two branches of the Mormon Church, additional study of this 

site can be postponed. 

Sincerely yours, 

enc. 



T • a f 

. ; 

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Wirth: I 

AUG 11 1.9o 1 
APR 2 0 19of 

J - ){ 
~~ ~UN 9 

As the {owner ,owners) of Pt!&i, l.ldfl!ll 'I p C/,;y' A.ft! in 
name of site · 

AIAtJt/tJC) .Lib-tJt4C!C Xt-L. 
( citi) ~ty) (Stat;): -

(I,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( ) an~ 
bronze marker, 17" x 18", ( ) ,designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired) 

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (I,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this 
important part of the national cultural heritage. 

2. Toward this end, (I,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with its historical character. 

3. (I,we) also agree to permit an annual visit to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for continuing landmark status. • 

4. If for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
will be displayed. 

Sincerely yours, 

1961 
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@~[p&001Jflil(g~if ®IF irOOrn ~~irrnOO~®OO 
INFORMATION SERVICE 

F0r Release JANUARY 20, 1961 

SECRETARY SEATON RECOMMF~DS ADDITIONAL SITES FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS 

Secretary of the Interior Fred A. Seaton has tecommended an additional 51 
. I 

sites as being eligible for Registered National Hiftor :i. c Landmark status, it was 

announced today. 

The sites possessing exceptional historic and ' archeological value are 

described in three new "theme studies" in the National Park Service series which 

eventually will cover all the major periods of human history in the United States, 

The three studies are: Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers i The War for Independence; 

and a sub-theme un.der Westward Expansion and Exten~ion of the National Boundaries, 
I 

entitled: Overland Migrations West of the Mississippi River. 

The Registry of National Historic Landmarks wJ/ s approved by Secretary Seaton 
and established by the National Park Service in Oc ober 1960. Eleven theme studies 
covering the English, French, and Spanish Explorat on and Settlement; the Develop­
ment of the English Colonies, 1700-1775; The Advanie of the Frontier, 176)-1830; 
Political and Military Affairs, 1783-1830; The Civil War, 1861-1865; and four sub­
themes under Westward Expansion and Extension of tfue National Boundaries, entitled: 
The Santa Fe Trail; t~e Cattlemen 1s Empire; Milita~y and Indian Affairs; and The 
Texas Revolution and the War with Mexico, 1820-1853, were announced. 

I . 

I 
A total of 324 sites have be~n recommended, with 213 declared eligible for 

Landmark status and the remainder already in the N~tional Park System or having 
received Federal recognition. J 

. National Park Service Director Conrad L. Wirt* said that the Registry of 
National Historic Landmarks is designed to recogni~e and endorse the preservation 
and protection of structures and sites now administered by States, other public 
agencies, or historical societies, and to encourag~ private owners of hi.storic 
landmarks to maintain them. ' 



I 

The Registry is an outgrowth of the National 9urvey of Historic Sites and 
Buildings program of the National Park Service. TJtj.s program was authori~ed by the 
Historic Sites Act of 1935, which provided for a 11 S1U'vey of historic and archeo­
logical sites, buildings, and objects for the purpose of determining which possess 
e xceptional value as commemorating or illustratingl the history of the United States." 

Administrators of sites round eligible for La ,dmark status may apply to the 
National Park Service for such recognition and will receive a certificate. Arrange­
ments are also being made tc make available a sui tdble marker. 

Descriptive summaries of the sites in the pre~ently announced th~me studies 
are attached, A list of themes under study is als~ attached. Additional studies 
will be announced from time to time . The various ~heme studies may be published 
later for public distribution. Only reading copies are currently available. 

X X X 

P.N. 85952-61 2 



Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers 

The Advisory Board has recognized 20 sit!s as having exceptional 
value, Nineteen of these, not administe ed by the National Park 
Service, are eligible to receive certifi ates 88 Registered 
National Historic Landmarks. · They are: 

1. Iyatqet, Alaska:. One of the e~liest sites yet found 
in Alaska. This is the type site f r the .Norton Culture 
vhich flourished from 500 B.C. to A D. 300. 

2. Ipiutak1 Alaska, A large S];)ec1cular .Paleo-Eskimo site 
'With house remains and elaborate b ials, · 

) : . .. . I . 

3. Double Adobe 1 AriZona. The firG site where the early 
· and distinctive Cochise Culture we,s recognized. It contained 
.evidence of food gathering peoples . o ii ved in the area . · 
about 5, 700 B.C. .· 

4. . Ventana Cave 1 Arizona. Contai~d a deep strati:tied 
~eposit showing hUman use durinS a ~eriod of about 5,000 
years 1 ending in historical times. . -

5. Lindenmeier Site, Colorado. ~~ first recognized and. 
investigated Folsom camp site in th United States. A . 

·recent radiocarbon date places the ' olsom occupation at · 
·this site at over 10,000 years ago. 

6~ Staliings Island, Georgia. Pro~ably ~e JnOst :tamous 
shell heap site in t~e deep Southeast, this site _gave a 
knowledge of prehistoric Indians fr~m the Archaic pre­
pottery people through·. those who made the earliest pottery 
in the southeastern states. 

7. Modoc Rockshelter, Illinois. ~deep, stratified .Archaic . 
site. This is one of the oldest ~chaic sites east of -the 
Mississippi. Earliest occupation began around 8,000 B.C. 
Work here yielded clear indication br an Archaic occupation 
in the East 88 early as the early ~~t~s. ot the West. 

8. Graham Cave, Missouri. The fi~st site to provide 
radiocarbon dates for an Archaic odcupatio:n in the time 
range previously considered typic&] of the Paleo-Indian 
stage. · It presented the first association of fluted 

. I 

projectile poin•.;s with spear points of Archaic type • . The 
earliest occupation: occl.u-red aroun~ 91 700 years ago. 



9. Signal Butte, Nebraska. This ~s the first Plains 
Middl.e Prehistoric site to be descrfbed. It provided much 
o~ the data necessary for determini~ the cultural sequence 
of the Northern Plains. The earliest occupation seems to 
have begun around 2,500 B.C. 

10. Leonard Rock Shelter, Nevada. 
1 
This stratified site 

provided evidence for three periods ,of prehistoric occu­
pation in the Great Basin, the firs} · beginning about 
7,000 B.C. 

11. Sandia Cave, New Mexico. This was the type site for 
Sandia points and was one a:f the first sites to provide 
evidence of' man 1 s occupation of North America at a time 
earlier than that of Polsom bison hunters. 

12. .Anderson Basin (Blackwater. Drav), New Mexico. A well 
preserved section o:f a locality :famous for its important 
archeological and palentologieal remains, this site has 
yielded FolsOJD points and the earlier Clovis type ct>f hUD18l1 
weapons in association w:1 th a variety of extinct mammal 
remains. 

13. Folsom, New Mexico. Here scientists first made their 
dramatic find of man 1 s weapons unqueEJtionably associated 
Y1 th the bones of an extinct spaciep of the bison. This 
evidence profoundly modified scientific thought &bout the 
antiquity of man in America. 

i 
14. · Lamoka, New York. . This is the/ type site of the LamOka 
culture. It provided part of .the basis for the initial 
de:f'ini tion of the Archaic stage in ~he Eastern Un1 ted state a. 

I . 15. Fort Rock Cave, Oregol!l.. T.his eave yielded the famous 
Fort Rock sandals which are the oldf!st dated artifacts in the 
New World. It also indicated. that ~ians occupied Central 
Oregon at the time of the .Newberry~ption o~ Mount Mazama. 

16. Plainview1 Texas. This is the type station for Plainview 
points. Excavations here demonstr ed an association of the 
Pl~view point vi th bones of an il'lct bison species. 

17. Danger Cave, Utah. Danger CaV.e is the most important of 
the Great Basin finds. It led to t~e formulation of the 
"Desert Culture~' concept, and shovtthat early peoples of 
the Great Basin lived in an entire different environment 
f'rom that of the High Plains Paleo- ·dian hunters. It 
indicated that weaving was know ~ .America prior to 
7,000 B.C. 

2 
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1:8. ·. Oconto Site, Wisconsin. This was a site where 
implements ot the . 110ld Copper" Culture were tound in 
association with h'UJ118.11 burials. It provided What appears to 
be an accurate date tor the Old Copper Culture, and places · 

. this occupation ot the Western Great Lakes region at rough.ly 
6,000 to 71000 year~ ago. 

19. Horner Site, Wyoming. 'rhis is the type station tor the 
C~ Complex which inclUde• Seottsblut:r and :mien points and 
the distinctive Coq kn!te • . R$'11ocarbon dates izidicate a · 
period ot occupaticm about 51 000 B.c. . · · 

. In ·addition/ · one site recognized as having exceptiOnal value has 
been accepted by the Seoret-.ry ot the Interior as a dOBation trom 
·the Natioaal . Geographic . Societ;r. · This site is Russell Cave,· Alabama. 

3 NSHSB l/11/61 



. . 
The War for Independence . 

· In. the study of the War fCir lridependence;,f.hil"ty-two sites have 
been recognized as possessing exceptional value. Twenty-two of 
these; not administered by the Natiortal P k Service~ are 
eligible to receive certificates as Regis ered National Historic 
Landtnai-ke. They are as follows : 

1. The Webb House Wethersfield Co ecticut. This fine 
Colonial structure, built in 1752 by Joseph Webb, was the 
scene of the historic ~~~ 1781, po erence between 
Gen. George Washington and Count de ochambeau, Commander 
of the .American tnilita.ry forces in Ntwport, Rhode Island. 
1'he resul. t was an agreement by which the French and 
American Allies marched south to coo erate with Admiral 
ae Grasse's French fleet, to oppose d surround Lord 
Cornwallis, the British Connnander in Virginia. The 
meeting may not have produced specif c plans for the 
Victorious Yorktown Campaign, but it laid the ground 
vork leading to Cornwallis ' defeat. Owned by the 
Connecticut Society, Colonial Dames cpf .America, and open 
to the public. 

2. The John Dickinson House near D ver Delaware. The , 
· restored Dickinson House is the surv ving structure most · 
eminently associated ;iith the great iter so aptly termed 
the "Penman of the Revolution." In rhe patriotic literature 
of that str"l,lggle, Dickinson vas as pre-eminent as was 

. Washington in war, Franklin in diplozpacy and Morris in 
finance. With the help of the Natioial Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America, the State of Delaware restored 
the Dickinson House in 1952, and it s nm;- exhibited to 
the public by the Delaware State Muskum. 

3;. Bunker Hill ~nument Boston Ma sachusetts. The :famed 
:Bunker Hill :t-1onument, situated on Br ed' s Hill, commemorates 

. the first full-scale action, on June 17, 1775, between 
.American militia and British troops. The battle was a . 
repulse for the raw .American Army, b'!lt as a costly victory 1 

it convinced the British Co~and thardefeating the rebellious ' 
qolonists would not be easy. The co age of the American 
defenders at :Bunker Hill has become classic in American . 
military history. The monument is oyned by the Commonwealth 
o:f Massachusetts and administered by ! the Metropolitan 
COmmission o~ Boston. 



isco al Church i Boston Massachusetts. 
FrOJn the belfry of this church on the ntght of April l 1 17751 . 

lanterns notified patriots on the oppost te shore of the Charles 
River that British troops were beginning their march to 
Lexington and Concord; where they were engaged next d8iY with 
the Minute Men in the opening sk:;lrmish · d,f the Ameri~an · 
Revolution~ · Boston's oldest surviving ~burch, this structure 
is one of the nation's most cherished l~dmarks1 both · . 
historically and archi tect:urally. . Old North Churcb is oWned 
by the Episcopal Diocese of Massachuset~s and is open to the 
public .• 

5. Paul Revere House, Boston, Massachusetts. Although 
extensively restored, this colonial strl!lcture retains its 
original fr~ework and, in addition to ~ts significance as 
the home of the Revolutionary pa,triot, :l.s important as 

. downtown Boston's only surviving 17th ctntury dwell.1ng. Through 
1 ts back doQl', Revere probably passed f<j>r his t.amous ride on tbe 
night of April 18, 1775, to warn the patriots in · Lexington and 
Concord. The structure is owned and e~ibited to the public by 
the Paul Revere Memorial Association. 

6. Lexington Green1 Lexington, Massachusetts. Here on the 
morning of April 19, 1775, occurred the :.short but momentous · 
skirmish between the ~nute Men and the jBritish forces from 
Boston that initiated the a.rrued strugglEt for .American 
independenc.e. Lexington Green is owned /bY the Town of 
Lexington, Massachusetts. 

7. · Buclonan Tavern, Lexington, Massachu$etts.. Located on the 
east side of Lexington Green, the Buckmlim Tavern is the oldest 
of the Lexington inns and is the one moh intimately associated . , I . .. 

with the famed opening struggle of the American Revolution. 
Owned by the Town. of Lexington, it is 1Jased. to the Lexington 
Historical Society, which exhibits the ~uilding to the public. 

. . . . . I . . 
8. Wri t's Tavern Concord Massachus~tts. A landmark more 
memorable and significant than is somet es realized todey is 
Wright Is Tavern at the center of the To of Concord. Built 
in 1747, it was the scene, within a f::Jhours on April 19, 

· 1775, of meetings by both Minute Men. British Redcoats. 
It was also associated in October 17, 1174, with the meeting 
of the Provincial Congress of Massachus<rtts, which gathered 
in the adJacent meeting house of the Fi±st Parish to prepare 
the wa:y for the Revolution in Ma.ssachusftts. Wright's Tavern 
is owned by the Society of the First P~ish, in Concord. 

2 
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9. Monmouth Battlefield, __ l}~a.r F'reeholU, ·New Jersey. The 
Battle of Horunouth on June 28, 1778, marked the combat debut 

• . I 
Of the AmeriCOJ'); Army after the hard Winter I 6 training at 
Valley Forge. · Washiry&ton failed at Monmouth to stop British . 
movement across Ne't Jersey after these! fol"ces left Philadelphia. 
But thiS last insjor·battle in the north detnonstrated that a new 
.American Army I '· able to engage the Bri t~sh forces on equal terms I 
had been forged. · The niajor scene of tfe battle, northwest of 
Fteeho:ld,· Nev Jersey, .retains much of ~ts originaJ. character . 
and is now largely privately-owned farJn land • . ;. · 

. . .... .... ' 

10. Princeton .Battlefield State Park Princeton, New Jerse;y. 
Washington's ;· victory at Princeton on J ·uary 31 1777, ·had a 
generally encourag+ns effect on the Am rica.n Revolution at a 
time when the spirits of. the American eople were at a very low 
·ebb·: This victory, coming so soon aft r Washington .' s Christmas 
night defeat of the British at Trenton in 1776, brightened the 
.American cause · and stl:'engthened Washin~on' s EI.T'll\Y. A New Jersey 
State Park on the southern edge of Pri~ceton preserves the scene 
at ~he heaviest fighting on .the Prince~on . Battlefield. State 
OWI1ed:, · · 

ll. Washi on Crossin State Parks New Jerse aDd Penns .lvania. 
Washington's crossing of the Delaware on Clu·istmas night 177 1 tor 
the brilliant raid on Trenton, was a crucial. episode in th~ . 
struggle tor independence. . By this daring act he carried the war 
to : :W~Feneiey and gave the new nation ~d his often-defeated arrrry 
a taste, of Victory at the war Is lowest ebb. On the Pennsylvania 
s. ide· b~ . the· Dela:. :ware, the well.-m~intai ed State Park of approxi­
mately 500 acres preserves the s1te of the embarkation of 
Washington's main force. On the New J rsey side of the river is 
a 372·-acre State Park preserving the Sfi!ene of the landing above 
Trenton. 

12.-. · B~nrttn on Battlefield State Park ! New York. The American 
militia's victory at the Battle of Be ington, August 16, 1777, 
vas a significant contribution to the efeat of Burgoyne's 
British Army at Saratoga, two months l ter. The 2o8~acre 
Bennington Battlefield Park includes t e center of heaviest 
fighting on the high ground overlookiJ the little village of 
Wal.loomsac and affords a wide view of he battle terrain. The 
Park is administered by the New York S ate Education Department, 
Albany, N. Y. . 

13. Morris-Jumel Mansion New York Cit . In addition to its 
distinction as the only important pre- evolutionary house still 
standing in Manhatt~, the Morris-Jume Mansion is the major 
surviving landmark of the Battle of H lem Heights, September 16, 
1776. One major result of the battle as the restoration of the 

. I 

s 
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·offensive spirit of the American ~, l atter a succession of 
defeats and retreats. The Jumel House I was Washington's head-
quarters from September 14 to October :).8, 1776. The house · 
was saved from demolition in 1903 when 1 the City of New York 
purchased the property and by special legislation gave its 
care to the Washington Headquarters As~ociation of the 
Daughters of the Ameri~an Revolution. . \ __ 

14. Stony Point Battlefield Reservation, New York. By the 
action at Stony Point, July 16, 1779, yen. George Washington 
asserted his grip on the Hudson and es~ecially on West Point, 
"the key to the Continent." The Battle ot Stony Point was 
the . last major military action in. the northern theater or war 

I , 

during the Revolution. This property, I owed by the State or 
New York, is administered by State Con,ervation Department in 
cooperati.on with the American Scenic a¥ Historic Preservation 
Society. 

15. The Gundelo Philadelphia, New Yorlt. The united States 
Gundelo Philadelphia is the only survifins gunboat built and · 
manned by American forces during the~ Rvolutionary War • . 
Further, it is one of the 15 small cr with which Benedict 
Arnold fought 29 British vessels in th battle off Valcour 
Island, Lake Champlain, October ll, 1776. The year of grace 
won by the building of .Arnold's "fleet 't and the battle off 
Valcour Island paved the way for the d~cisive American · 
victory at Saratoga the following year Privately owned, . 
the vessel is now located on the west here of Lake Champlain, 
on New York Route 22, in Essex Cow1ty, N. Y. 

16. Valcour Bay, New York. Benedict nold's daring fleet 
action off Valcour Island, in Lake Ch lain:, on October ll, 
1776, had a far-reaching effect on the outcome of the War far 
hnerican Independence. Although the ericans were defeated 
on the lake, their very presence and s ubborn fighting proved 
to be a strategic victory. British in as ion of the northern 
colonies was del~ed while a fleet was ui~t to engage Arnold's 
small flotilla. ·By the t:1llle the lake ad been cleared of 
.American vessels, the season was too f advanced to carry out 
the projected British movement .to Alb • The site is marked 
by a small monument on the mainland abdut five miles south of 
Plattsburgh, · N. Y., in view of the isl~. This was erected 
in 1928 by the New York State :&iu.catio~ Department and ~he 
Saranac Chapter, Daughters of the Amer~can Revolution. 
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. 17. Washin 'ton 1 s Head ua.rters Newbur .· . None of . 
WB.shington 1 s military headquarters duri · the We.r for Independence 
is of greater historical. significance t an the Hasbrouck · House at 
NeWburgh. Arriving a·t NeWburgh on Apr l, 1782, the Commander· 
1n-Ch:iet remained at the Hasbrouck Hous 1 save for occasiona.l 
·en:rC;rced absences1 ~tU August 19, 178 • This was a longer 
period than Washington spent at any oth headquarters. · Aside 
tram its intimate association with Wash on, the Hasbrouck 
House has the distinction of being the irst historic site 
preserved by a state. The state obtain . the property in 1850 
tor non-p~ent of debt • . It is adminis ered 'by the New York 
State Ed~cation Depar1;ment1 Albany. · 

Ja.- Br e Battlefield Park Penns lvania. The Battle of 
Br~ine on September 11, 1771, was t e only maJor clash of 
the tw main armies during the campaign Which resulted ·tn the · 
British capture of' Philadelphia. Altho defeated, · Washiligton 
extricated his force in good ·. order, and the Continentals 
demonstrated their ability to withstand the determined attack 

.· ·of British reguJ.ars. Brandywine Battle ield Park comprises 50 
acres of rolling ground overlooking the main battle areas to 
the north and west. Owned by the Conuno eaJ..th of' Pennsylvw;Ua, 
the P~k is adm:l.nistered by Brandywine attlefield Park COJmllission, 

PhiladelJ>hia, Pennsvlvania• 
This f'ine Georgian home is the most im~rtant surviving landmark 
ot: the ha:rd-f'ought battle . o:f Germantown October 4, 1777· In that 
action, Washington 1 s Army narrowly miss d winning a significant 
victory over a large contingent of' the ri tish la7ay guarding the 
~thwestern approaches to newly-occuP.iid Philadelphia. l:1t . also . 
proved to be. a maJor influence in the cqnsummation of the alliance 
with France that spelled final vktory , or the new ·American nation. 

· . Th.e hotJ.se is :privately owned and is not open to the pub~ic except .. 
on special occasions. 

20. Vall No name in .American 
history conveys more of su:f'f'ering, sacr fice and triumph than . 
Val.ley Forge, The bitter winter o:f 17 -~778 endUred here by 
Washington 1 s ragged, hungry troops saw ~he emergence of a real 
American krrrry, risen :from the wreckage o:f the defeated force 
which staggered into the Cam.P on DecenibJr 19, 1777. . The mil! ta.r;y 
training and discipline imposed at Va~1· J . y Forge created a force .. · · 
which. :from that time on would meet its rofessional enemy ·on 
. equal terms arid at last defeat him~ ed by the Conunonweal th · of 
Pennsylvania, the Park is admini~rt.ered l::lY the Valley Forge Park . · 

· Commission. · · · 
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21. Camden Battlefield, South Ca.roliri.a. The Battle of Cainden, 
August 16, 1780, was the climax to a. series of disasters which 
began with the fall of Charleston to Qlinton's British army in 
Mey. Though a tacUcal defeat for th~ .Americans, it brought . 
.Nathanael Greene to the .American comroa.nd. The Daughters of the 
Amel;"ican Revolution ow 2 acres of th~ battlefield located 5 
mil.es north of Camden, S. C., and the !rest is owed by various · 
private citizens. 

22. St. John I 5 Episcopal Churc.!!L_Yir inia. In st. John Is Church 
on March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry deli eJ:•ed the stirring "Liberty 
or Dea·th" speech which sounded a clar on ca.ll for his fellow 
Virginians. There, in the third grea speech of his career, 
the speelbinding orator of the War fo Independence attained 
a measure of undying fame. The chur has been altered several 
times since 1772. The Church and soutjhern ha.l,.:r of cemetery is 
owned by the congregation of St. John 'Is Episcopal Churchj the 
northern half of cemetery, by the cit1 of Richmond. 

In addition, 10 sites are represented and ~terpreted 1n the National 
Park System as follo-vrs : 

1. Cowpens Battlefield Site, South Cafolina 
2. Guilford Courthouse National Historical Park, North Carolina 
3. Independence National Historical Park, Pennsylvania · 
4. Kings Mountain National Military Pfu'k, . South Carolina 
5. Minute Man National Historical Parf. Project, Massachusetts 
6. Moore' a Creek National Military PBfk, South Carolina 
7. Morristown National Historical Park, New Jersey 
8. Saratoga National Historical Park, I New York · 
9. Statue of Liberty National Monument, Neu· York 

10. Yorktown Battlefield, Colonial Nat~onal Historical Park, 
Virginia. 
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Overland Migrations West of the Mississippi River 

In the study of Overland Migrations West of t~e Mississippi River1 

16 si tea have been recognized as having excep ional value in illus­
trating and commemorating the history of the ited States, . ~ine 
of these 1 not administered by the National P Service1 are 
eligible to receive certificates as Register National Historic 
Landmarks, They are as follows: 

l. fu1~ation Canyon {at oint of the Pi neer Monument Utah. 
Brigham Young and his Mormon followers ived at the Salt Lake 
VaJJ.ey in 1847 by wa;y of Emigration Canyo • Here at the mouth · 
of the Canyon1 now the east edge of Salt e City1 there is 
e :fine :panoramic view of the land that w to be their home •. 

· rt is perhape the best :place to commemor e the long1 history­
making migration of the sect.. OWned by t e State of Utah. 

2, Nauvoo 1 Illinois. The place from wh~h the great Mormon 
migration westward t o Utah began in 1846 ollmring mob violence 
and persecution of the sect. By 1842 mer than 10,000 Mormons 
had settled in Nauvoo 1 and it soon became the largest city in 
Illinois. Many of' the . structures origin : ly bull t by and 
associated with the Mormon leaders of that time survive. Some 

. of them are preserved by the Reorganized bhurch, others by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Dey Sain~s in Salt Lake City1 

and still others are privately owned. 

3. Robidoux Pass, Nebraslca. A sighificaf1t landmark and 
campsite on the old Oregon and California! Trail. The great 
migrations of the 184o's passed throuSh it, and from its crest 
the westbound travelers had their first view of Laramie Peak, 
which most of them considered to be the Rrcky Mountains. . 

4. Independence Rock, 1:/yoming. This hul roclc-mass, rising 
like. a monster out of the sagebrush plain. near the Sweetwater 
River, became kno1m as "the great regist . of the desert" 
because ·· of the large nuniber of names and ates carved, painted, 
or written on it. It was one of the best kno1m landmarks on 
the Oregon and California Trail. 

5· South Pass, wyoming. This was the long looked for crossing 
of the Continental Divide on the Oregon ~d California Trail1 

and as such was one of the great landmarks on the Trail. It 
1 

also is the easiest pa~aage of the Rocky Mountains, and was 
famous in the deys of transcontinental anfma.l -drawn · 
transportation. 



• 
" 

. 6. Donner Camp, California. Site f the snowbound winter 
·camp of the Donner Party, 18~7 -1848 in which tragedy struck 
this California-botmd party of 89 p ople. Only 45 survived · 
the ordeal, one of the worst episod s of overland migration. 
In a sense, it epitomizes the herds ips and dangers -encountered 
by those who made the overland eros ings in those days. 

7· Sutter's Fort, California. TheJFort and settlement 
established:by John A. Sutter in 18 9 on the Sacramento River 
which became the objective of nearl all· westbound emigrants 
to California from the United State by way of the central and 
northern routes. Sutter was a generpus benefactor to the 
emigrants and his For-~ and assistanc~ proved an· invaluable a._id 
in the American settlement of California. Sutter's Fort has 

I . 
been restored and is now a State Hisl orical Monument. 

8. - Warner's Ranch, California. Thi~ ranch:, 75 miles northeast 
of San Diego, established by . JonathBf T. Warner, · an American 
citizen from Connecticut was a famouf place . on the southern 
emigrant and 1o1agon road into Califorria. It was the first 
place the traveler could find shelter and food after enduring 
the hardships of the desert crossing~ and almost . everyone 
trav~ling by this route stopp'ed therp. Owned by the San Diego 
Water Company and leased to private ranchers. 

9. Fort Hall 1 Idah~ •. Established b~ Nathaniel rlyeth in 1834 
and one of most famous of all landma.l·ks and stopping pl~ces on 
the Oregon 8.nd CaJ.ifornia Trail. Th!' Oregon and California. 
Trails, westbound, separated at Fort Hall. The Fort was 
associated ;importantly \Ti th t}le fur · rade, the overland migra-
tions to Oregon and California, and t he transportation and . 
supply network to the Inland ~npire ~d. the. gold mines of 
Montana. Located in the Fort Ha.ll lldian:Reservation, and 
under the jurisdiction of the United iStates Bureau of Indirun 
Affairs • . 

The National Park Service presently administers several federally 
. I 

owned areas associated with Overland Migrjtions West of the 
Mississippi River. The seven established areas in the National Park 
System are the following: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
1· 

Death Valley National JV!omunent, c4lifornia 
Fort Laramie National M:lmunent, l-/joming 

I Fort Union National Momunent, New iMexico 
Fort Vancouver National Monument, lliashington 

I 
Lassen Volanic National Park, Cal~fornia · 
Scotts Bluff National Momunent, Nihraska 
Whitman National Momunent, Washin~on 

2 
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Letter February 3, 1961 to owner of Nauvoo, Illinois notifying him 
of eligibility of Landmark status, signed by Acting Director Scoyen. 

Owner: Mayor of the City of Nauvoo; Nauvoo, Illinois. 

Letters also sent to: Sen. Paul H. Douglas, l-20-61 
Sen. Everett McKinley Dirksen, l-20-61 
Cong. Paul Findlay, l-20-61 

j 



STJ.BJ]~T 

UN.IT:rcy.> STATES 
DEPJ\RTMEM' OF 'J'J:!E INrEFIOR 

NATIONAL P.Aro{ SERVICI~ 

• 
F.Ue No. Nauyoo, Illinois 

---~~-·-3~-' 19~--

--·- ·----------,.-----------------ID cue al Jlauvoo, applic tion reads :or Publie Library & Mty Hall. cannot ieaue to theae 
lm11 d1Di!! _ ~ll uce cert. & ~er Vi th D8Jile t " ~..PJ.1no1e. ·· Woulcl ~ 
htciJag your thought on this :tter. 

----------

Origiual ltr. tiled: 



Nauvoo, Illinois - classified in Overland Migrations subtheme of 
Westward Expansion 

Announced in press release January 201 1961 

Senator Paul H. Douglas notified Jan. 26-61 
Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen notified Jan 20-61 
Congressman Paul Findlay notified Jan 20-61 

Notified the MayoEJ of the City of Nauvoo February 31 1961 

Certificate sent to Region Five for forwarding to owner 11-29-61 

Marker sent to Hon. R. c. Yager, Mayor of City of Nauvoo, Nauvoo, Ill March 30-62 



• 

To 

UNITED STATI!S 
D~AR'n.n<..::tlr o"F THE :mrERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CROSS REFEREI«!E 

D:treetor 

File .No • .Na.u.Yoo, Illinois 

----···-- ------ -·--·---

SUBJreT Landlnar1t ltp;plir.!&t1on Forms eceived: in reply to 111«110 oi: Oct. 31 the 
D111De8 of the JU'atiil.. . ill m-~, VertDOnt, ~'Eli Chuztcli or the 
Pil.gr1ma, Neo..r York, nrc iven e :rrectly. AfJ r~auvoo, Illinois, 1u a hlstoric d1at1rct 
tnvolviDi-a~ofiiinVI propertiea.-w asree Vft.li fJi8 i8iiii"i1 dii1811&tiiil 
u given 1n nr. Porter'"' memo. at~ever, in Viev of the appli. made by tlle 1· of Bauvoo, 
it voulAr~ ~ (f notitY. him Iiiaavaiiee Of tlie reason --ror-tli.eoroider--
cteai~~.!-~!1 -!hi~ ~;- on the eert. and ma:_,.._k_~_. ----· 

Original 1 tr. :r ed : Region l'' ve 
·-- -·-- ·-----·-----



Co y t 1 1 trect r, 
IMr. Littletoll 

WDLoga :bfr 1/30/62 

• 1 

lSI CHARLES W. PORTER Ill 

Fi • W/e of inc. 



Sponsors: 

' 

TOURIST RECEPTION CENTElt 
NAUVOO, ILLI'OOIS 

City of Nauvoo 
Nauvoo Chamber of C rce 
Nauvoo Lions Club January 23d, 1962 
Nauvoo Grape Festival Assn. 
Nauvoo Historical Society 

To L58·IBB, 

U. s. Depar nt of the Interior, 
tional Park Service. 

washington 25, D. c., 

Dear Sir; 

On August 14, 1961, the Department of Interior informed 
Mayor • c. Yager of Nauvoo. that a rker for the Library and 
City Hall was in order here. The application had previously bee 
received and approved. To date we have not heard frcm the 
Department concerning this Historic Lan rker. Will you please 
look up the record on this for we would be ple sed to have it and 
plac it on our building. 

c 
0 

p 
y 

Thanking you in ad anc:e 

Sincerely 

Mrs. Eva Wenger 
Receptionist 



L58-c 
ch 30, 1962 

• R. c. Y er 
or o e City of Nauvoo 

lll1no1 

r Y er: 

1 is to inform youth t egiate 

t1onal. laq tar :voo, lll.inoia, to 

you tc.xl.q. e would epprec1 te 1 t i:f you woul 

upon r c ipt of th plaque. It is ure to ha yo 

inc l.y your a, 

/S/ CHARLES W. PORTER lll 

Charles • DrY..+ ...... 

Acting Chi :f 

Copy to: Regional Director 1 Region Five 

Mr. Littleton ~ 

JOLittleton:gb 
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Memorandum 

Tot Dil'ector 

, 

Re ton Five 
143 South Third Street 

Philadelphia 6, Pa. 

Mal'Ch 20, 1962 

Prom f-ssistantaeaioul Director 

Subject: Rational Survey of Hi•tortc Sitee and Buildtnae: 
Shipment of l.andma'tk Plaque 

In reply to you~ memoran~ of March 15, the Landmawk Plaque for 

Nauvoo, ll11no:is should be shipped to Honorable a. c. Yaae~"• 

Mayor of Nauvoo. 

(Sgd.) Georae A p 1 • • a mer 
Assistant 

lea1ona1 Director 

ln duplicate 
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motc~t:D.'DllS . The Board classified the ten structures listed 

a report of November 19, 194o~ 
1.n1~!!~ 0 t C iD '\. 

(SGD) HERBERT E. KAHLER 

Copy to: Mr, Littleton I 



(SGD) HERBERT E. KAHLER 

Copy to: 
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• OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES ENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT : 

/Mr. ~h .. ~__.~.I? .M 
Through ~.,..-.,:a- ~ _.. -, 

Herbert E. Kahler 

DATE: April 4, 1962 

NdVoo bas been recognized as a Registered National Historic Landmark. 
The certificate bas been forwarded and a marker sent to the Mayor 
of the city of N~oo on March 30, 1962. 

Descriptive material on N+-oo is found in the study - overland Migrations 
West of the Mississippi River, pages 133 and fol.l.ow:Lng. There are also 
a few photographs. The Board classified the ten structures listed 
on page 135 of the report. 

Also attached is a report of November 19, 194o., showing the long 
and continued interest of the Park Service in this historic community. 

Included in that report are a number of photographs of structures 
taken in 1938. Also attached is a 1-page brief on N~oo, which gives 
a quick run-down as to what happened, why it is important, and which 
church body owns the buildings. 

We have an extra copy of the •overland Migrations• in case you wish 
to give this study to Mr. Marriott. 

~~-~~ 
Herbert E. Kahler 

Attachments 

• 

~{; !;; 1YV'- ~ . W'~ ~ 
/-fyoC£ Jy~ Sf-; )t W 

~ Q?~·. DL- fo:-~ltltJ 
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Tu1-: CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LAf-i'irR~n~i\J'~~i;tis 
o ...... ,CE o ... THE ... , ... ST PPIESIDlj'::'CY.zz 8 25 

Au 'G? 
SALT LAKE CITY II. UT~y n 

May 18, 1962 

Mr. Conrad Wirth, Director 
National Parks Service 
Department of lnterior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Wirth: 

In Nauvoo, Illi!.l5>is on May 4, 1962, you let me have a copy of the 
en2fosed report on Nauvoo. 

President Moyle is ~nterested in it and desired to have a copy. A 
copy has been prepared for him and for President Brown and one 
has been preserved in the files of the Office of the First Presidency. 
I am now returning the copy entrusted to me and thank you for per­
mitting us to make the copies. 

I have presented to a publisher m Salt Lake City a copy of the manu­
script of the book which you gave to President Moyle and which he 
suggested I bring to Salt Lake City with the view to see if we could 
find someone interested in bringing out an edition to it. 

I have presented it to the general manager of the Deseret Book Com­
pany with the request that the Company consider publishing it in suit­
able form. I am awaiting report. As soon as I have the information 
I shall communicate it to you at once. 

It was a pleasure to meet you in Nauvoo. I hope I may have other 
opportunities to associate with you and to learn from you. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Assistant Secretary to: 
The First Presidency 



to; • Wirth / 
story v' 

(SGD) HERBERT E. KAHLER 
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::1 31, 1 2 

a. KiDDie Prior 

tley, IlUnoia 

•· Prior: 

Director Wirth h k • to replJ ur 1 tter ot y 14 
; ::=:.Illtnoia. 

closure 

inc rely ~ura, 

(SGD) HERBERT E. ~H~~R 
erb rt • ler 

Chi t, Divt111o ot 
ietory Arc:heol iY 

Copy to: Regional Director, Region Five 

~ 
REAppleman:bj:5/22/62 
REWRITTEN:REAppleman:bj:HEKahler:5/31/62 



Dir ctor, National Park Service 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

Bentley, Ill. 
May 14, 1962 

Concerning building a national or state park at or around 
auvoo Illinois, the site ot the old Mormon T ple; 

Where in the u.s. is a like project? Where taxes from local, 
state & national sources are solicited to re tore a religious 
temple or provide an extens1 ve park around it? 

Do you believe in separation of church and State? We do. There­
tore we oppose the restoration of Nauvoo by using taxe • 

We endorse the construction and improv ent of scenic Missia ippi 
River Road. It needs more finance. 

It 1 t is historical points around which to build a park, let 
it be ot patriotic significance. ational History ia what the 
nation should be concerned in, not church history. 

We suggest Warsaw which is site of Ft. Edwards and there is 
a beautiful monument on a blut:t overlookins Mississippi River. 11'1rom 
that bluf':t one can see three states, Illinois, Iowa & Missouri. 

• 
Thank you :tor your careful consideration ot this matter. We 

would appreci te a reply. 

/s/ Mrs. Minnie Prior 
Bentley Illinois 

c 0 p y 
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cow to: • 11"tb-

6/5/00 
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Copy to: Regional Director, 
.L History 

REAppleman:bj:6/4/62 

Region Five w/c of inc. 
" " 
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:tnte st ur 
th your favor le r 

inc ere , 

Copy to: Mr. Littleton V 
Kegional Director, Southwest Region, w/c of' inc. 

WDLogan:gb 7-10-62 
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Copy to : Regional Director, oouth est egion 
Mr. Littleton 

WDLogan:gb 7-10-62 
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Copy to: 

CLWirth:ho 
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0,-,-ICE 0,- THE ,. .... T ~ .. EaiDENCY 

SALT LAKE CITY II, UTAH 

July 2, 1962 

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Wirth: 

Re: L58-CHA. 

On Friday of last week I received word from the Deseret Book Company, 
to whom I submitted the text of 110verland Migrations West of the Misaia­
sippi River 11

, that the Executive Board had considered carefully the pro­
posal that the Company publish an edition of 11Theme XV. 11 

I had also informed the manager that there are other reports in this series 
and that if they were interested in getting into the national market with the 
whole series, it would be a substantial and important project which would 
bring them much prestige. 

The Board, however, felt that the Company's facilities for entering the 
national market are not adequate and that, therefore, it would not be wise 
to undertake publication of one of the series when the whole series should 
be uniform in format and style and should be marketed together. 

Subsequently, I informed them that you had word from an Eastern pub­
lisher who is interested in publishing the entire series of the national sur­
vey reports including this one. This information was received with relief. 

As Bill Marriott and Harold Fabian may very soon inform you, the First 
Presidency launched the non-profit corporation, 11Nauvoo Restoration, 
Inc. 11

, last week, with Dr. Kimball as President, Hirold Fabian as Vice­
President, Willard Marriott and David Kennedy as Trustees. Mr. Kennedy 
is a Chicago Banker. I am to serve as Secretary- Treasurer and Trustee. 
Dr. Kimball and Harold Fabian have talked with Dr. David Miller, a pro­
fessor of Western History at the University of Utah, ab_out undertaking the 
historical research for us at once. 

If he does not already have a copy of 11 Theme XV 11
, I think he must indeed 

have one. It is so rich and useful, especially in bibliography, and also in 

1$2 



. -

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth 
July 2, 1962 
Page Two 

organization and general presentation. I hope you will have no objection 
if I keep the copy I have until we find out if he has a copy, before I return 
it to you. 

I shall return to you the copy of the book which you delivered to us in 
Nauvoo. We shall look forward with great interest to the publishing of the 
whole series. 

Sincerely yours, 

Assistant Secretary to: 
The First Presidency 

.... . . . . . . 
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Co :r to: .. J . Y1.ll.a.rd •. =...~r.LUtt - Harold p. Fabian 
tory V Salt Lake City, Utah 

7/26/62 
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(S_GD) HERBERT E. KAHlER 

In """':~~'-'« !-

Copy to: Dr . Corbett, Messrs . \Petl~ and Littleton 

CABurroughs:mlp ~-



lVU8lty f Uta 
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loC•••tht ldlter August 27, 1962 

l ~tional Park Service 
. epart&ent of Interior 
Wa.shin&t.on, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

I am interested in writing an article for our church 
ma.gazille, the Saints' Herald, about the restoration of 
historical properties being done in Nauvoo, Illinoia by 
the Cburch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormon). 

Particularly I am wondering about the extent of federal 
govern.ent participation in the restoration work and the 
amount of federal financing involved in the project. 

Your help in making my article complete and .aceurate 
will be very much appreciated. 

i:.. .... :vmw 

Air mail -
special delivery 

Sincerely, 

J<5'l 

SEP 4 1962 
~c:::z; 

~G:t..JL..., 



C OOPERATIVE RESEARCH 
808 PARK B U ILDING 

OFFICE OF C OORDINATOR 

UNIVERSITY OF UTA.H 

SALT LAKE CITY 

United States Department of 
the Inter tor, 

National Park Service, 
Washington 25, D. c. 

L58-APG 
Houston R. Turner, 
Contracting Officer 

Agreement 

'1 September 1962 

Enclosed are the original and one fully executed copy of an 
agreement for research, study and assembly of a historic stte survey 
pertaining to the "Westward Migration of the Mormons~' to be conducted 0 under the direction of Dr. David Mtller, Professor of Htstory. Thank 
you for support tn the amount of $15,000 for the period from 1 September 
1962 through 1 November 1963. 

The Equal Opportunity Poster ts being forwarded to Dr. 
Uler and he wU1 be requested to display lt promlnenUy and to adhere 

to both the sptrtt and the scope of Executive Order 10925 within this contract. 

amb 
Enc. 
ec: Dr. Miller 

C. J. Christensen, 
Coordinator. 



to 
at .woo, -

•• 

Copy tot bgi 1 tree tor • liOrtheut Resto v/c of inc. 
istory (Survey) w/c of inc. 

HBIAhler:bfr 9/ 6/ 62 



UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 

SALT LAKE CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

J C-12 9 1962 

ORS ON S PENCER H ALL 

Mr. Herbert Kahler 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Kahler: 

October 26, 1962 

I am sending herewith a copy of a broad outline for my study of 
Nauvoo and the Mormon Migration. You will note that I have divided the 
study into nine chapters which may be subject to revision as the work 
progresses. Omission of details in the outline does not mean that the 
finished project will lack them. Of course, I have already picked up 
a great deal of significant information, but obviously, at this stage 
of the game, I do not have all the necessary material at hand. The 
major purpose of this project is to locate, assemble, and organize then 
interpret information which may be uncovered. It is obvious that 
nothing more than a broad outline can be presented at the beginning of 
the project. 

I expect to devote a significant portion of the written report to 
the business of the interpretation of the facts portrayed. The report 
will be thoroughly documented and will be liberally illustrated with 
maps, photographs and any other items found necessary or desirable. 

My work thus far has been in collecting materials and in gaing­
ing a broad outlook toward the Mormon Era of Nauvoo history. So far, 
I have made satisfactory progress in this endeavor and am confident 
that I'll be able to bring the project to a satisfactory completion 
within the allotted time. 

DEM/ jj 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 
' 

David E. Miller 
Professor of History 



Nauvoo and the Westward Migration of the Mormons 

Chapter 1 Nauvoo, The Pre Mormon Era 

Location and physical features 

Indian Tribes 

Sauk and Fox 
Various treaties which affected the Nauvoo area 1804, 1824 
Black Hawk War 

Coming of the White man 

Explorers and traders 
Monseur Julien and others 
William Ewing, Indian Farmer c. 1800 
Zebulon Pike, Aug. 9, 1805 

Beginnings of a settlement 

James White 
Hugh White 
Alexander White 
Isaac Camp be 11 

Creation of Hancock County, Illinois. Jan. 13, 1825 
land offices. 

Land patents granted. Land sold through Quincy and Springfield :;ts"h) 
A map showing these purehses will be included. 

Venus, first postoffice in Hancock County (Later Commerce; later Nauvoo) 

Founding of Commerce, including Venus post office, May 20, 183~ 

Joseph B. Teas and Alexander White leaders of the movement 
to create Commerce. 

Plat of Commerce, 24 blocks. 
Role of Commerce in Hancock County history. 

Commerce City, April 28, 1837. 

26 blocks immediately north of Commerce. 
Promoted by Horace R. Hotchkiss and John Gillet, real estate 

speculators. 
Commerce City was primarily a 11 paper town" 

(The creation of Commerce City(l837) by real estate speculators 
reflects the relative success of Commerce (1834) and its 
favorable location on the Mississippi River. Both of 
these 11 towns 11 were ultimately bought by Joseph Smight and 
associates and included in the City of Nauvoo) 

.. 



Chapter 2 The Mormons Move to Commerce 

Brief account of Mormon history in Missouri 

Migration of Mormons to Quincy, Ill., winter 1838-39 
Friendly reception of the Mormons by the citizens of Quincy 

Selection of the site of Commerce as a permanent home for the Mormons, 
Spring, 1839. 

Preliminary investigations and explorations 

Joseph Smith's decision to make Commerce the Mormon center 

Mormon Land purchases at Commerce. 

Hugh White's Farm, May 1, 1839 
Isaac Galland's Farm, May 1, 1839 
The Hotchkiss Purchase, Aug. 9, 1839 
(Size, location and description of these purchases will be 

included and shown on a map) 

Mormon migration to Commerce, spring and summer 1839 

Joseph Smith moves to Commerce May 10, 1839 
Sidney Rigdon, Heber C. Kimball and others to be listed 

First Nauvoo Plat, Sept. 2, 1839. 

(This is the first official use of the name 11 Nauvoo11 on any 
document I have seen thus far. Mormon correspondence 
indicates that both names (Commerce and Nauvoo) were 
commonly used for a year or more) 

Official change of name from Commerce to Nauvoo, April 21, 1840 

Various additions to Nauvoo. 

Wells Addition 
Joseph Smith Addition 
Hyrum Smith Addition 
Kimball Additions 
others. 

These additions were subdivisions promited by individual land 
owners and incorporated in the City of Nauvoo by city 
council action. A map showing the various additions will 
be included. 

Nauvoo, gathering place for the Saints. 

In the fall of 1839 many leading members of the church went to 
England and elsewhere to carry the Mormon message of the 
"Restoration of the Gospel." Included in the missionary 
was that of the "Gathering" of the Saints to Nauvoo. This 
program had a marked influence on the growth of Nauvoo. 



Chapter 3 The City of Nauvoo 

Mormon Theocracy in Nauvoo 

Political situation in lllinois--Whigs vs. Democrats 

Significant position of the Mormons in Illinois state politics 

Application for a City Charter 

State of Illinois grants Nauvoo City Charter, Dec. 16, 1840 

Charter to become effective Feb. 1, 1841 

Provisions of the Charter 

City government--City Council 

Very broad powers granted (to be listed in some detail) 
Organfzed Feb. 1, 1841 

(List of officers to be included) 

Nauvoo Legion 

SemiLindependent City militia 

University of the City of Nauvoo authorized 

City government at work 

Various aspects of Nauvoo City Government action 
Crime and punishement 
Liquor control 
Encouragement of industry, weights and measures, etc 
Streets 
City additions 
Ordinances on freedom of religion, etc. 

Chapter 4 Life in Nauvoo ~ l839-l844 

Population Growth 

From less than 100 (prior to Mormon era) to c. 15,000 
Nauvoo was the largest city in Illinois 

Construction of buildings 

Homes Before the Mormon Era there were a few log cabins 
and two stone houses in Nauvoo. Within three or four 

years of the Mormon Era the whole city was lis'erally 



covered with homes and shops. Homes were built of logs, 
lumber, brick and stone. Photographs of some of the old 
homes will be included as well as maps to show locations. 
An estimate of the number of homes at various stages 
of the development will be included. 

Shops and business establishments 
A complete list of businesses and their locations will be 
included. (Nauvoo had virtually all types of shops and 
businesses, typical of a frontier town of the 1840's) 

Public buildings 
(In another chapter special attention will be given to 
the Temple, Nauvoo House and the Mansion House. These 
were not "Public" in ownership but public in use. 

Industry 
In addition to listing the various shops, attention will 
be given to the types and extent of industrial development 
and efforts to encourage such. 
Plan to build a canal from north to south (from Miss. 
River to Miss. River) for purpose of supplying water 
power, harbor facilities, etc. 
Nauvoo 4griculture and ~nufacturing4ssociation 

Education 
University of the City of Nauvoo organized, Board of Regents 
appointed, faculty namea, classes held, degrees awarded, 
but no university buildings constructed. 

Private schools established in homes and in stores. All 
schools brought under the supervision of the Board of 
Regents of the University. 

An examination of the extent of education in Nauvoo will 
be included. 

Role of the Mormon Church 

Church meetings were held in private homes and at the 
Grove near the Temple (which was under construction) 
There was evidently no Church chapel built in Nauvoo 
for general meetings.) 

High Council of the Church had influence in government of Nauvoo. 

Eclesiatical Wards organized 

Female Relief Society 

Masonic Lodge 

Beginning of the lodge in Nauvoo; growth and importance. 
The Masonic Hall 



Chapter 5 

Printing and Publishing 

Times and Seasons 
The Wasp 
Nauvoo Neighbor 
Expositior 

The history of these newspapers is interesting. Through 
these publications a great deal is revealed concerning life 
in Nauvoo. (Complete fil~s are available) 

Social Life 

Dances 
Lectures 
Debates 
Lyceums 

Public (Church-sponsored) Buildings 

Nauvoo Temple -- major cooperative building effort. Story of this 
effert ldll be given complete coverage. 

Mansion House--official residence for Joseph Smith as well as for 
use as hotel. 

Nauvoo House--Hotel - 11 Nauvoo House Association" chartered by State 
of Illinois - Sale of stock - Building never completed 

c.(5ho-..,1eta d.-
Seventy's Hall--Church office building conrtected. Also used as a 

school. 

The Arsenal--Building built by the Nauvoo Legion. Building still in 
use. 

(The cooperative church effort to build these buildings is an important 
part of Nauvoo history.) 

Maps showing location; photographs and sketches will be included. 

Chapter 6 Mormon-Non-Mormon Conflict 

(What was the basis of the Mormon-non-Mormon conflict that led ultimately 
to the murder of Joseph and Hyrum Smith and the expulsion ot the 
Mormons from Nauvoo?) 



Joseph Smith fled from Missouri to Illinois--a wanted man. 

Attempts to arrest Joseph Smith for various alleged crimes. 

Arrests and trails of Joseph Smith 
Joseph in hiding 

Political situation in Illinois as it was related to the Mormon-non• 
Mormon conflict. 

Joseph Smith, Presidential candidate, 1844 

L.D.S. Claim to be the "Only True Church11 led by a man who 11 talked with 
God. 11 

Doctrine of the "Gathering of the Saints" to Nauvoo 
Plural Wives--Beginning of the doctrine and practice and 

reaction to it. 
Dissention within the Church 

Nauvoo Expositor--Rival Printing Press and Newspaper 

Destroyed by order of Nauvoo City Council--Joseph Smith, mayor. 
Arrest of Joseph Smith .~ and others. 
Murder of the SmitbSat Carthage, June 27, 1844 

Chapter 7 Nauvoo, 1844-46 .to (From the death of Joseph Sm~thfithe Exodus) 

Confusion in Nauvoo following the death of the prophet 

Struggle for control of the church and the city. 

Sidney Rigdon steps forward--is rejected 

Brigham Young (president of the Quorum of Twelve Ap~stles) takes 
the lead. 

Demand of non-Mormons for the removal of Mormons from Nauvoo, 1845 

Mormon decision to seek refuge in the Great Salt Lake Valley, 1845 

Negotiations between Mormons and non-Mormons leads to Mormon agreement 
to leave Nauvoo during 1846. (Photostats of some of this 
correspondence will be included) 

Preparations to leave Nauvoo 

Completion of, and dedication of Temple after the exodus began. 

Completion of many homes, just before the exodus began. 



' ~ -

Exodus begins, Feb. 4, 1846 

Continuing exodus, summer 1846 

Battle of Nauvoo, September 1846. 

Chapter 8 The Mormon Migration 

Decision 1845 to migrate to the Salt Lake Valley 

Other possible sites considered 
Oregon 
Vancouver Island 
Texas 

Beginning of the Exodus 

Trek across Iowa, 1846 

Garden Grove 
Mt. Pisgah 
Council Bluffs 
Winter Quarters 

The Mormon Battalion 

Mormon Vanguard to the Great Basin 

Personnel and organization 

Major Landmarks along the route 

Chimney Rock 
Old Ft. Laramie 
Independence Rock 
Devil's Gate 
South Pass 
Ft. Bridger 

From Ft. Bridget•along the Donner Trail--to Salt Lake Valley. 

Big Mountain Summit 

"This is the Place" 

Significance of the Mormon migration in American history 



.. 

Chapter 9 Nauvoo since the Mormon Exodus 

The Icarians 

Catholics 

Wine culture 

Nauvoo cheese 

Nauvoo Today 

(I have not yet gotten into much material dealing with the 
past-Mormon history of Nauvoo, except for an examination of the 
present-day town and buildings. I expect to make this chapter rather 
brief, except the treatment of the present scene.) 
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miDISSIOD 

I t1s P/1 1'85 CITY Of NAUVOO 

Nauvoo, lllin . .!o:!is:..·--wtiiJ-,r+--'~.J.. 

May 3, 1963 : :t!li3:r.,.,. 
National Park Service 

Hashington 25, D. c. 
196i 

Gentlemen: 

The Nauvoo Planning Corm;:! .. :::}.G.: 11~:c recently been appointed t o formulate 

a planning program for the City of Nauvoo. 

For a small city, the size of Nauvoo, this would seem a simple task. 

The truth is that it is a very complex task because of the many interested parties 

involved. These include the City its elf , as well as Federal and State Governmental 

agencies, Church and other Public e.:rou1;s and. also individuals. 

As the Nationa],. Park Service :i ~' one of the i nterested parties , relative 

to the proposed Mississippi Parkway (Gr eat River Road ), v1e are requesti ng from you 

information regarding your immediat e and future plans that may effect overall plan-

ning and possible zoning in the city of Nauvoo . 

1.~e have heard rumors that the National Park Service may be :planning to . 

take over part of Nauvoo as a National Hi st oric Shrine. We would like to know if 

the National Parks Service does have such plans. Any information available now in 

this regards will certainly be appreciated. 

The next meeting of this commission will be May 20. We need to have our 

information as complete as possible when we consult with Professional Planning Firms. 

Your cooperation with an early repl y Hill be aprlreciated. 

Sincerely, 



12-3-63 

NAUVOO Note for files 

See copy of study, Westward Migration of the Mormons with Special 

Emphasis on Nauvoo, by David E. Miller, stored in cabinets as 

too large for file. 

J.O.L. 
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• Turner Sept b r 26, 1963 

Chief, Division of BlstoTy and Arch ology 

University of Utah Contract lo. 36•1110; Title 'Veatw rd 
Kigra tion of the Mormons. " 

Ve hav carefully e ed Dr. id Miller•• nuacript, forwarded 

to u ith hie letter of ept ber 3, and recommend rt pa ·nt in 

the amount of $4,000, as provi d in Article 1 o£ the agr nt dated 

uguat 24, 1962, between the niveraity of tah and the tional Park 

Serviee. 

cc: 
Littleton 

• Porter (det.) 

CWPor ter : j d 

(~igned)_ 

erbert E. Kahler 



TO 

FROM 

OPT IONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1M2 EDITION 

• GSA GEN . REG . NO. 27 

501()..106 

-,UNITED STATES GO VERNMENT 

. Memprandum 
Dr. P~')l~ :Ir. ahler 

/ 

Appleman 

23 Sep 63 
DATE: 

SUBJECT : Dr. David ;Iiller: ivestward Migr ·1tion of the Hormons 

I have read thru, rather quickly, the 2-vol MS, listed above, in connection 
with partial payment of the contract price. ~ have also noted, for the first 
time, the contract of Sep 17 1962, in the matter, and connnents are to some 
expent based on it. 

1. The MS is devoted primarilly to founding of Nauvoo and its poiticjal, 
social, and religious history. VEry little on westward migration of the 

. J. ,~ ~1ormons and sites along the way, 1-1hich is subject of Article 1, 1 of contract . 
·~~ This is not a good study of the Mormons sites as the NSHS~ would have 
~ carried it out. contract of this nature is subject to varying emphasis 

t/c!. hom what the NPS might do in a similar study, and I suppose this must be 
~Y.l ·.~taken into account. Of 7 cha~ters of text, only 1, the last, relates to anything 
1..\'/'v'-!:. l fter the ecodus starts fro N'auvoo. There are 61 pages in t ilis chapter . 

here is a gooddescription and some photoos of ~outh Pass, just to name one 
Ol site, but most have little contemporary d~scription and relation to the period 
o1 N~.Lfi/6f 1'1ormmon importance. For present marking purposes, the report has little 
~ t\ v • value, I would say, except in a few· instances. 

2. There are seve _·al land plats of •~auvoo and a location map of surviving 
buildings . There are numer,l.ous photographs of most of the s urvi-ging buildir:g s 
and same historical photogrpahs and prints of the the more important buildings 
in auvoo . 

3. Footnotes are at end of each ch~pter . I w auld prefer that they be at 
bottom of each page in a study of this kind. 

4. Most of the chapters have long quotations from documents. Hany of these 
run toffiveral pages of close, single space print. Chapters II and III are 
perhaps the worst in this respect. vhapter III i1 little morE than a series 
of these long documents or parts of them. I woulS/suggest that the narrative 
part of the study for these chapters, and of the others also, use quotations 
more sparingly and pr esent an integrated analysis andresume of them for the 
reader . Those documents that the author considers important enough can be 
assembled at the end in an appendix or series of appendices . 

S. If the main purpose of the study is to present in ;:m~rganized form the 
data !feed to restore old UauvooJ and to mark the sites ~bng the road west to 
Salt Lake City that were of importance in the .Horman story, I should say that 
it falls short of the mark. 

I suggest that others look over the hS, so that a better balanced viewpoint 
can be had here in NPS than depending on my ccrmnents r· 



UNIVERSITY OF UT..ul • 
SALT LA.K:B OITT 

•lU 'f1 
\ 2 ~ t 11 n ' 

DBP.&RTHBNT 0'1' HISTORY 

derbert E. Kahler, Chief 
Division of History and Archeology 
National rark Service 
Department of Interior 
Hashington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Iahler: 

Here ia my draft of the History of Nauvoo. I intended to get it in the 
-'1 last Satumay but missed the 1 p.m. closing. So I hope you will 
forgive the few days• delay. 

The draft still ne~ds considerable work and I intend to keep at it so that 
l C<ln combine my improvements with your suggestions for the final copy. I 
knot·r I can get better copies of ao• of the photos and documents. As I 
becan compiling footnotes and bibliography I noticed that l had left a few 
bases untouched. These I will correct and complete and double-check 
during the next \leek or two. 

In Appendix D on Nauvoo Businesses I have included a copy of ay work sheets 
rather than make a copy from them. My feelina is that you don't want this 
uhole mass of material. But if you do, it will be available. You may 
notice that it is in triple space with plenty of room for additions. I am 
constantly workine on this list which will hardly ever be eo~lete because 
continued research constantly discloses new items. Let me know how much 
of this you really want in the final report. 

ilou that the first draft is completed I can tell you that this is truly an 
oricinal piece of work. Although numerous articles ... one ~ ha.e beea 
~~itten on r~u~oo, no one has yet approached the subject as I have done. 
l trust that you \vi 11 find my work satisfactory. 

Let ne know your reactions and how you think I should improve the draft in 
~reparation for the final report. 

Sincerely, ... 

David E. J.iiller 
rrofessor History and 
Iiead of the Departtacnt 



cc: 
Mr. Littl ton 

• Turner 
Dr. Porter (det.) 

ob. 

CWPorter:jd 10·1-63 
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OPTIONAL F ORM NO. 10 
501G-103 

UNITED STATES GC ...!.RNMENT 

DATE: ' 1964 

Memoran~ 
TO : Mr. Kal;l;'er 

/ 

FROM Littleton 

SUBJECT: David Miller's Nauvoo report 

What do you wish done with David Miller's study of Nauvoo? Is there 

any action to be taken by the Advisory Board? 



Dr. Porter 1 • Kabler 

Littleton 

:uvoo St~ by DaVid M1.l1er 

Tod s one bro~t in t1 ve cop1e& of tb1a st.'Udy. The other four 

copi s bav been placed in our stores c inets. You will know w t 

to do about this 



L58·CliAH 

Honorable ll. C. Yager 
ayor of uvoo 
auvoo. Illinois 

r Mayor Ya er: 

ortb aat 11on 
143 outb Third treet 
Philadelphia. Pa. 1910 

fEB 13 1964 

tt i8 our pl sure to write to you a in and to info you th t 
the certificate attest1~ t~ uvoo'a d aignation •• a Re tate d 

ti 1 .btoric Lan rk li ln our office. Tb certificate. if 
you ahould wish, could be iled to you. Or, e uld e hap y to 

for repreaentatlve of the tio 1 Par ervice to 
the certificate fo lly, if y e uld d eire to h ve a 
tton cer ny. 

If w y of any oth r h lp co c rni the e iatry of National 
iatoric Lan rka, pl sa 1 

cc: 
~Director 

Sincer ly youre, 

{S&4.) Renald f. Lee 

onald r. L 
ae tonal Director 



Contracti O~fieer April 171 1964 

Cbief', DiVision of History and Archeology 

auvoo Study 

The final. report on w.:.;.. e=.:· s::..;t;..:;wa:.;;·:::.r.:d:..:Mi:.:::::.tie;OL::ra:.;;:.;;t.:::io;;;:::..=:::......;;:;:;;;...::.:::::.rmo.:;:::;.ns:=.....::;wi:.::.;t.::;h_§P::;:.;;.::eei;;;.;:;;;:;;;a=l 

!&>basis on the ru.stou of Nauvoo bas be r eetved. Contract No. 

36-lllO With the University of Utah presort , under Articl I, 

that final ;yment w.ould be made to the University of Utah following 

a favorable report on this research. We are plea. sed to inform you 

that research report meets the requir ents of the contract and, 

therefore, :final pa~ent of $11,000 may now be made. 

Herbert E. Kahler · 

cc: 
Accounts 

\Branch of History 
;: ] . . .... 
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... 
•<•r.' 

l·f .J-1 ~·.1 
June 1, 1964 

Dear George: 
&' ._j_ 

We are preparing some interpretive material for Nauvoo Restoration, 
Incorporated, to be used in connection with the restorat~on vle- .. are making 
of the old Mormon town of Nauvoo. 

There are two or three splendid paragraphs in the volume prepared by 
the History Division on the the!ne "Overland !1igrations Hest of the 
l-lississippi Jd.ver, which begin with the sentence, "The fifth decade of the 
nineteenth century was America's most expansive period," and comment on 
the Mormon migration v1estward from Hauvoo in such simple and yet expressive 
language that He Hould like to use a fev; sentences as they are set forth 
in this study. He can do it either by using the language ourselves or, 
Hhi ch He Hould much rather do, by directly quoting from the National Park 
Service study. I am attaching a copy of the paragraphs He Hould like to 
use, either in Hhole or in part. 

I can see no objection to it from the point of vieH of the Service, 
but we do not want to use this material vii thout your acquiescence. I am 
enclosing a copy of the pamphlet, a small number of Hhich have been printed. 
It is intended to change this by using the neH matter under the title 
"Hestward the Hagans." 

Do you have any objection to our using this material? 

Sincerely yours, 

/~o~~~ 
Mr. George b. Hartzog, Jr., Director, 

National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, 

Hashington, D.C., 20240. 

Enclosures -· /._,· 



;• 

"The fifth decade of the nineteenth century Has 

America's most expansive period. Hithin the space of a feH 

years, the boundaries of the United States Here pushed across 

half the continent. The most significant aspect of this 

expansionism was the overland movement of emigrants. The 

optimistic pioneer farmer, moving with his family to Oregon, 

the persevering Mormon, searching for a home in which he might 

live i~ peace, and the adventurous fortyniner, hurrying to the 

El Dorado with visions of the wealth that awaited him there, 

all carried American civilization westward and building in the 

Great ',Jest the foundations for a new society ...•.. 

" .•...• The movement of the IJ!ormons to the valley of 

the Great Salt Lake was one of the most dramatic events in the 

history of American westward expansion. With the Mormon migra­

tions, not only the motivation of westward movement shifted, 

but t he character of the emigrant also changed. No longer were 

the migrations composed solely of an agrarian people, but shop­

keepers, artisans, mechanics, and skilled persons of all types 

made the trek. The economic motive, so dominant among the earlier 

emigrants , gave way to the desire to worship in peace and to live 

in isolation from those who would deny this right .••..• " 
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(Sgd) BEN H. THOMPSON 

cc: 
Regional Director, Western - w/c inc. 

\Branch of History - w/c inc. 

JWColeman;nh 6/8/64 



Memorandum 

UlU1'ED STATES 
DEP .AR'J.'IMElfr OF THE Ilfl'ER(OR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Northeast Region 

143 South Third Street 
PhUadeJ.phia, Pa. l9lo6 

August 6, 1964 

To: Director 

From: Regional Director 

Subject: Registered National Historic Landmarks: 
Presentation ceremonies 

There are listed beJ.ow the dates for Registered National Historic 
Landmark presentation ceremonies scheduled for this month and next, 
and the names of the persons who will present the certificates and 
plaques. 

Date 

8-27-64 o:b 
8 .. 28-64 

9 ... 6 ... 64 

9 .. 19-64 
(tentative) 

Person making 
Landmark Presentation 

Locust Grove, New York Superintendent Davis 

Nauvoo, nlinois ? 

James A. Garfield Home, Ohio ? 

Ronald F. Lee (signed) 

COPY 



. -/,<f), 

Jf~konal ~riely .r:/nnd 'Y t/t, o//ta.lt /?/tml f'l' .P:J 

1543 Sunnyside Ave. P .. 0. Box 2691 Fort Douglas 

J-£8 

National Parks Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. ' c. 

Gent lemens 

Dr. David Miller, Professor 
University or Utah, wa• the 
ing of the Sons of the Utah 
City of Joseph. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

August 6, 1964 

~ · R rt 

and Head of the Department of History, 
speaker yesterday at the monthly meet­
Pioneers, on the aubjeot "NauTOo - the .. . 

He related to us his experiences in compiling a report on historio 
-i(uwg. Illinois for ;vour department, under a grant of the Mission 

6 program. 

- U'pon inquiry we found out that he is not permitted to publish this 
report. Inasmuch as we would like to have this made available to 
us; we respectfully ask if there is any way that he can be ~ranted 
permission publish this repOrt. 

The original members ot the M:>rll()n Battalion all came from Nauvoo, 
prior to bein~ inducted into the U.S.Army in 1846, and the info~a-

.. tion contained in thil report would certainly be valuable to ~s. 

Vfe trust a way may be .found to accomplish thi.s. 

Respeottully yours, 

Addresss 325 North 2nd West 
Salt Lake City 16, Utah 

don R. Brewster 
Commanding Officer 
Central Division 
The MOrmon Battalion, Inc. 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
501G-1Q.t 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. ~on 
Thrott"e;"h:- Dr. 

,.,-
Littleton 

August 17, 1964 

# .. ~ 
~·~~~ 

Mr. Lee called me today about asking Harol abia.n to present the 
Landmark certificate and plaque to Nauvoo September 6. He partic­
ularly wanted to know if WASO could pay for Mr. Fabian's transportation 
in the event he should accept. Mr. Lee asked that I duscuss the matter 
with you and see if you would contact Monty about this, and perhaps _./ 
have an answer for him '.rhen he visits WASO in the near future.· 

~leton 

.. 



Note for file: NAUVOO, ILLINOIS 8-17-64 

8-17-64 Mr. J. Rowe called today to inquire about presentation 
of the landmark certificate and plaque for Nauvoo. He was not sure 
whether he had talked to me formerly or whether it had been someone at 
the Northeast Regional Office. Since he had not talked to me I told 
him that in all probability it was to someone in our Regional Office. 

Mr. Rowe is a former President of Nauvoo Chamber of Commerce but is 
leaving Nauvoo soon. He said the person in charge of the ceremony 
was Mr. James Moffitt, publicity Director for the Grape Festival 
Association, Tel. Code 217, Nauvoo, 453-2378. I advised Mr . Rowe to 
ask Mr. Moffitt to get in touch with Mr. Lee about plans for the 
presentation, scheduled for September 6. 



SlGlill 

cc: 
Regional Director, Northe t w / cy inc. 

Mr. Littleton 

JOLittleton:gb 



L58-RHAH 
August 19, 1964 

Mro Sheldon R. Brewster 
Commanding Officer, Central Division 
The Mormon Battalion, Inco 
1543 Sunnyside Avenue 
Po 0. Box 2691 Fort Douglas 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Dear Mr o Brewster: 

This will acknowlede and thank you for your letter of August 6 
regarding pyplication of the _).tudy of Nauvoo, prepared by~. 1D~Vid 
Miller ~M~~q7J; ~ i {_~ 

1 

A manuscript prepared at Government expense, as {his was, poses 
particular problems for publication by an outside publishing house. 
We will be happy, however, to give the matter careful consideration 
and will discuss it with our legal department. As soon as we have 
an opinion from that office, we will be happy to inform you 
accordingly. 

cc: 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Rogers Wo Young 
Acting Chief Historian 

Regional Director, Northeast w/cy inco 

c 0 p y 



• 

Lit toD 

to 

John o. Littleto 



· ,'j::.'.t ":h'} ~~- UNITED STATES 
"~ ~ DEPA!RtfMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

AuG 27 PH
tjATIONAL PARK SERVIC£ 

20 6~0RTHEAST REGION 

t43 SO':JTH THIRD STREET 
IN REPL.Y REFER TO: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19t06 

H34-RHAH 
AUG 2_6 1964 

Mr. End H. R o 
343 South Dearborn Stre t · 
Chicago 4, tllinois 

. Dear Mr. Reed: 

We are very pleased that you will be able to present the Registered 
National Historic Landmark plaque and certificate for Nauvoo, and 
we hope that the presentation will be a very pleasant occasion. 

The presentation will occur on September 6, at 5:30 P. M. (Daylight 
~aving Time), and will be held in Nauvoo State Park. Mayor R. C. 
Yager will accept the. plaque and certificate on behalf of the town 
of Nauvoo. The plaque is already in Nauvoo and the certificate is 
being mailed to your office. Enclosed with this letter is the draft 
of some remarks, some additional background material, and your travel 
authorization. 

If you should have any further question about the presentation, please 
do not hesitate to call us. 

Enclosures 3 
cc: ' 
Direc'tor 

Sincerely yours, 

~eorge A. E.almer. 

Georg A. Palmer 
Acting Regional Director 



H34- H .. . 
AUG 26 1 64 

randum 

o: Director 
Att tion: tional Su~y of iatorte itea and ildi a 

esional Director, Korth a eglon 

ubject: giat red tional Historic Landmarks: ortbcomi 
reaentationa of Landmark Pla uea and rtificatea 

The following pr entatio a of the egtater d ational ietorie Laud· 
r pl u a and certificat swill ehortly occur. 

,.,.. uvoo 

l. Tim ept 

2. re ntor~ larl H. ed. · er,. Consulting itte to tb 
tiona! rv y of Historic ite• and Butldinge 

3. ctptent; Mayor B. c. Ya er, auvoo 

4. Location of pl que end ~ rt1f1c te: Plaque t Nauvoo, eerttfi• 
c te being lled to Mr. 

o. 

1. Ttm & Sept b r 12, 3:00 P.M. 

2. Pr eentor: .Usisunt ecretary Carv r 

3. ecipient: Not known 

4. Location of plaqu and certificate: Both plaqu nd certiftcat 
r at rort cHenry National o nt 

(Sgd.) ~onald fe 



SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS LUNCHEON CLUB 

212 West Fourth South Str et 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 

Ottice 322-1166 • H 355-1325 

S ptember 31 1964 

Dr. Herbert Kahler 1 Historian 

National Park Service 
Waahington 251 D. c. 

Dear Dr. Kahler: 

R c tly I had the opportunity to peruse a report entitled, 
Westward Migration of the Mormons with Special Empbaais on 
the His~ ot Nauvoo, prepared by Dr· David E. Miller and 
submitt~o The National Park Servic December 31 1963. 

Aa y of our group are descendants of people bout whom -
this study waa mad 1 ve are anxious tbat this report be 
made availabl tor popular e. Therefore, our club would 
urge that your office give consideration to its publication 
at an early date. We de it a aost worthy contribution 
to historical literature. 

VVP:IJI 

Sincerely, 

I I Virgil V. Peterson 
President 

COPY 



SEP 4- t964 

L58-

tttles 

I c rta1nl;y nJoyed your vi it h uceeastul. 

HOW J\RD R. STAGNER 

n .. Thaapson 
is :t Director 

J'PCull n:nh 9/4/61 



'-'--·-~-, 

Division of History Studies 

JOLi t-tleton; 



. twct 

r • 

tr 1 v er 1 typ t you 

1n, t •• 

Hur~«7 • lll& n 
~ce tudies Adv . r 

cc: / 
Chief, National Survey of Histot'ic Sites and Buildings, WASO V 



v. J'eter on 

cc: 
Littleton 

JOLittleton :mg 

II 

incer iY your , 

obert • Ut.l y 
Chi• f , Division o 

History 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

• 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

To: rnard R. yer, AI; i tant Solicitor, N • • s. 

From: Chief', Div1tion of History Studies 

Subject: Publication of Manuscript WhiCh waa ... odti.ced by Contract 

In l962 the Servic awarded a contr ct to the University of Utah, 
al.t Lake City, for study of 11 auvoo," and the 11 stwa.rd 

Migrations of the Mormons. " fJ!he a d;r wu completed by Professor 
ller, and h paid accordingly. 

We ha" recently had two reque ta for publication o:f this ttudy. 
On group "The ~rmon ttalion Inc., o't the ational. ociety of' 
Utah Pion $%'&" reported that they under tood Mr. Miller w not 
allo"Qd to publ1ah it, and they have inquired it they could 
publish th m.an cript at no expense to the Government. 

Will you kindly give us an opinion, by office randum, to 
wheth r th uacript could tl.Umed over to a private group 
for ubllc tiont eopy of the contract i enc~oaed. 

Enclo ure 



cc: 

inc ely your , 

~obert • UU y 
Chi f 1 1v1 ion ot 

Hi tory Stud! a 

certain his 
I t el 

Regional Director, Southwest - Dr. David E. Miller - Mr. Virgil V. Peterson 

/ Mr. Littleton 

JOLittleton :mg 



Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
WASHINGTON 25, D .C . 

OCT 5 

To: Director, National Park Service 

From: Assistant Solicit~r, National Parks 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

G-64-2017.18 

1964 

Subject: Publication of a Manuscript which was produced by Contract 

By memorandum of September 24, 1964, the Chief, Division of History 
Studies, requested our views as to whether a group which calls itself 
"The Mormon Battalion, Inc.," could publish at no cost to the Government 
a manuscript which was produced pursuant to a contract with the National 
Park Service. We are of the opinion that the Service may permit this 
group to publish the manuscript. 

In arriving at this conclusion, we considered the effect of two statutes 
on the rights of the Government. The first, 61 Stat. 655 (1938), 17 
u.s.c. Sec. 8 (1958), provides that "No copyright shall subsist in ••• 
any publication of the United States Government •••• " From this, it 
is evident the Government has no copyright in this manuscript. 

The second, 40 Stat. 1270 (1919), as amended, 44 u.s.c. Sec. lll (1958), 
states that "All printing • . • for ••• every executive department • • • 
of the Government, shall be done at the Government Printing Office •••• " 
The manuscript involved here will not be printed at the Government 
Printing Office. However, the printing is not being done for an executive 
department of the Government, but rather for a private group at no expense 
to the Government. Since no expenditure of appropriated funds is involved, 
such printing does not violate the statute. 

We further advise that, should the Service decide to permit the group 
to publish the manuscript, that it execute a formal written agreement in 
which the group agrees not to attempt to copyright the material in the 
manuscript. The group may also be required to agree to provide the 
Service with a given number of free volumes of the published manuscript 
and to give appropriate credit to the Service for the text material. It 
should also be explicitly provided that the Service reserves the right 
either to have the manuscript printed as a Government document or to 
permit others to publish it. 

Enclosure 

~,f:4..._.A 
Bernard R. Meye:_._!-~ 
Assistant Solicitor 
National Parks 
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Januaey 5, 1965 

'l'cH Aottng Aaets.ta.nt Director, aol.U"Ce tud1 

From: Chi.e:t1 DiVision of Ui•tory tuai 

ubJeot; t 1n ltitt.ory, 1964 Fiscal Year. 

In .-pon.ee to Mr. Mont ry' • of De<~ettlb 
we c n «dvise t t th toUovi a rch cont~ct wa 
the field of hiatory during 1964 J1 cal Y • 

Littleton 
Corbett 
Young (det.) 

RWYoung:kw 1/5/64 

umber and 
ount ot Contract ub.ject 

o. 3Q .. llJ.o, 15,000 

/S ROBERr llo UTLEY 

Rob rt • Utl y 



: 

je t 



2 



················~··········· ··~·············-·····~················· 

cc: 
Mr. Utle 
Mr. H. Turner 
Mr. Everhart 

REAppleman :jmw 1/13/65 

(SGD) ROY E. APPLEM,~ 



randum 

To: Director 

From: ietant Director, Op r tions 

Subject: Nauvoo Restoration • your tol.l.o'W•up of January 1 

I have discussed this aubJ ct with Roy Appleman. The contract, involving 
the $15,<><>0, was between the tional Park Service and the University of 
Utah for research work at :uvoo. 'l'b contract did not ecif':tcally 
mention Dr. Miller, bu"t 1 t was understOOd that Dr. Miller would conduct 
the research and prodUce the report. '!be report was produced and accepted 
by the Service, and the University of Utah paid in f'ull 1n accordance w1 th 
the contracto Oonse~entl.y, we have no fUrther strinss on the $15,000. 

It Dr. Miller wants to publish his report, f'ollowing the text e.s accepted 
by the , I see no reason W'hy we should object. However, I understand 
that Dr. Miller wishes to reYise the text, ani! if this is the c se, then 
I think we should have an apportu.ni ty to reviev and accept the revised 
text, especial.ly it the pubUc tion is going to ref'er to and involve 
the tional Park Service. In any event, I think bruld hav the 
specific request in writina f'or authority to publish th book, and we 
should repl.Y to him. 

Mr. Appleman's SUllliDarY' ot JQlll.lary 14 is tt ch d. 

Howard W. Baker 

Attachment 

cc: 
1 Mr. Ap~eman, Operations Reading File 

HWBaker :mlp 
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cc : 
Regional Director, Southwest v/ ey inc. 

JOLittleton:gb 



Salt Lake City .t utah 

September 1, 1964 

tional Park Servic 
Hi torical Landmarks 
Attention: Mr. Earl R 

Gent.lemen: 

Subject: uvoo 

I ad in the local l>ESERm NEWS ot Sept e.r 1 ot the presentatiOn. 
of the plaque under provisions of the Hi oric Site .Act of 
August 211 1935, but ob.1 ct to the ording: "But in the next dec 
the Mormons Lett ~ ••••• 11 when the tactt is they ere driven out er 
the leaders ere brutal.l3' kUled by the mo without interf'erence ot the 
u. s, or local authoriti • 

I am a thodist 1 brought up a tuthe , marrl Mormon d do 
hate to see 1nsccurac1es in records. What 1 your reaction to such 

thing out ot th facts as you h :ve th 'l 

Sincerely, 

JACOB F. VELL ( igned) 
1413 Sheridan 
Saginaw, chigan 486ol Capy to th NEWS. 

(COPY) 
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1 eerely yoon, 

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR. 
or 1. rtzo , Jr. 

ct r 

c1o re (c/ltr of y 22, 1967 to Dr. Kimball, 

d 

Stand rd Concession Language, PL 88-578, Tvo pamphlets 
explaining Land and Water Conservation Fund (grants, etc.) 

Hartzog 

G:BBartzog:ho 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

Date of visit NOVEMBER 29, 1967 

Visited by JAMES L. lo£LAUGHLIN 
(name) 

Received by RALPH C. YAGER 
(name) 

Condition* 

Good. 

Operation** 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

NAUVOO 

MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT GREAT LAKES AREA OFFICE , . , 
(title) --~(o-f~f:"'!"i-ce""':') __ _ 

MAYOR NAUVOO, ILLINOIS 62354 
'----~~~~--------·----~~~~------(title) (office) 

217 - 353-2283 

Owned by Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. The plaque is presently being displayed 
in the window at the town library on Mulland Street. In discussions with 
~yor Yager and Floyd Fears, President of the Lions Club, it was agreed 
tha.t the plaque would be erected on a large rock presently located on the 
southeast corner of Temple Block. Mr. Floyd c. Fears, ~nager for the 
Joseph Smith Historical Center, Box 338, Nauvoo, is an excellent contact. 
( 217-453-2315). 

Mayor Ralph c. Yager has primary responsibility, since the certificate and 
plaque were presented to the city. Ralph C. Yager's phone number: 217 
453-2283. 

*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings 
**Note any changes in o~mership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff, 

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



" -
Special Problems 

Two factions of the Mormon Church have been squabbling for years, and 
because of their differences of opinion, the plaque has not been erected. 
One faction, ·the Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. owns Temple Square, and 
represents the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints. The 
other faction, Joseph Smith's Historic Properties, represents the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints. Location 
of the certificate is unknown. 

Suggestions Offered 

I suggested that the plaque be erected on a large boulder located on the 
southeast corner of the Temple Block. It was pointed out that Nauvoo 
had been designated a National Historic Site, and because it was 
important to the Nation, the two local factions should cease their 
bickering and get the plaque up. 

(signed) 

2 



NOV lg19S8 

Hrl 
November 15, 1968 

National Park Service 
C. BET 18th & 19th, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Sirs: 

Recently I learned that the National Park Service is a member of 
the Nauvoo Restoration Inc. group which is restoring historical 
sites in Nauvoo, Illinois. 

Several years ago, I wrote my master's thesis on the Mormons and 
Nauvoo; now I am adding to it for a book about the old and new 
Nauvoo. 

Would your agency please help me by answering the following questions? 
1. What designation does the National Park Service give 

to Nauvoo? 
2. Will your agency publish any pamphlets on Nauvoo? 
3. What is the agency's part in Nauvoo Restoration Inc? 
4. Will a plaque or marker be installed on any building in 

Nauvoo? 

Thank you for your kind attention and help to my enquiry. 

Sincerely, 

~~ rYJ-~ 
Nancy M. Smay 
(Mrs. S.L.) 
420 North 16th Street 
Quincy, Illinois 62301 



1134-
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420 16 Stre t 
Quincy, Illinois 62301 

I!Cknow·l ge your let. r ot 
Illinoi • 

about. historic site 

Vt-"0, but do di tr1but 
·-............ which is cnclos or 

1 io Wo tion about voo, you 111 to cont t Dr. D :vid 
ll r, ~at of Hit.Jtory, University ot Utah, S t Leke City. 
filler intena1 tud.1 of uvoo the Mo:nnon m1 tion, 

do not oo Wheth r is s udy bas n publlshed. 

clo a 

incere.ly yours, 

E. /1. p:L 
Acting Chie 

cc: Reg:l.ona.l Director, Northeast Reg:I.on 



1 ,-
" .GQJ4Ml1TEES: 

JIEh'O\'!Au\-lc').l: AND SPACE SCIENCES 

.ARMED SE~ICES 
FOREIGN REf-ATIONS 

APPROPRIATIONS, EX OFFICIO 
JOINT ECONOMIC 

DEMOCRATIC POLICY 

DEMOcRATic STEERING 

STUART SYMINGTON 
MISSOURI 

~Cn:He~ ,$£a£e.z ,$ena£e 
STANLEY R. FIKE 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

JuL9 12 57 PM '69 
Jul.y 8, 1969 

Honorable George B. Hartzog, Jr. 
Director, National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear George : 

The attached copy of a letter to Stan Fike 
from Mr. Richard P. Howard, Reorganized Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Inde­
pendence, will speak for itself. 

An:y assistance you can give Mr. Howard woul.d 
be appreciated. 

SS:mlg 
Encl. 



Reorganized CHU CH OF JESUS CHRIST of Latter Day Saints 

Richard P. Howard 
Church Historian 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Mr. Stanley Fike 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Hon. Senator Stuart Symington 
U. S. Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Stanley: 

RESEARCH LIBRARY 

July 1, 1969 

This letter concerns the need of the Department of History 
to secure a copy of a study written by David E. Miller, entitled 
Westward Migration: of the Mormons with special emphasis on the 
h~story of Nauvoo . Un~vers~ty of Utah, 1963. It seems that a 
number of years ago the National Park Service gave the University 
of Utah a grant of $15,000 to make a study of the historic signi­
ficance of Nauvoo . The result of this study is the above referred 

to report, and I am informed that approximately twelve (12) copies 
of this study were made at the time. The University of Utah re­
ceived, or rather, retained two or three copies and the rest of 
them went to the National Park Service. 

Since the church is currently .engaged in extensive research 
on Nauvoo and the historical sites there in preparation for some 
archaeological work, I would like to know whether your office 
might be able to assist us in securing a copy of the study, 

I am still remembering the pleasant associations that my 
family and I had with you and others in Washington, D. C. last 
summer. It may be that I will be coming through there again in 
the next few months. If I do I will be sure to contact you. 

Best personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
b 

--,--. r----· 

""" 
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AUG 1 

Ernest Alle Connally 

nw~ · : . c./~~~~~: .. 0 

~~--iz.--1~" ~ cc: ... ~.J 
Regional Director, Midwest) w/c of inc. 
T - Mr. Butterfield ) 

7969 

~·\~\l,~ '?131}lf 

~~~ 
/ 

E. Connally 7/15 
Melvin 7/17 
Flynn 7/17 

HHS - Mro Sheely ) HP• Illinois - Nauvoo 
DALS - Mro Melvin ) 

HJSHEELY:jad 7/17/69 
rewritten 
HJSHEELY:mcs: 7/30/69 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HH 
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BBSTDBATIDN TBAIL rDUNDATIDN 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Art Historian 

January 15, 1972 

National Register of Historical Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington D. c. 20240 

Dear Dr. Mullen: 

I have been informed that in your National Register, the 
Mansion House which belongs to the Restoration Trail 
Foundation and the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, was listed among the property owned by 
Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. and the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. This, of course, is a mistake of 
major importance since the two movements and foundations 
are usually mixed up anyhow. 

I am sending you a photostat dated 1916 which shows that 
the property in question has been owned by the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints since that 
time and owned by the Smith family which stayed within the 
movement since 1860. I would suggest that next time the 
Register comes out, there would be a change indicating the 
ownership of that property. Any information which you 
would like concerning the property can either be gathered 
from me or from Dr. T. Edgar Lyon of the Nauvoo Restoration, 
Inc., 10 South Main, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Sincerely, 

"D-e. I m ,v;c I~ 
Dr. F. Mark McKiernan 

FMM/ge 

Enclosure 

• 
. , 

' 

-

' restoration trail foundation I box 73 ·I independence, missouri 84051 
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Dr . • Mark I iern n 
stor t1 Trail Found tion 

·o - 13 
!ndap t.W u::o . ttia ouri 640Sl 

rn n : 

cc: 

FEB 8 1972 

th prop r own r • 
Ut. note th 

r ly y r • 

t( 
o rt J. 'ull n 

Chief, Br nc.h of 
istr ti n 

e. 

Mr. Jo ph J eger. Jr • • Dir ctor, issouri State Park Board, 
Post Office Dox 176, 1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson 
City, Missouri 65101 w-cy/inc. 

Director, Midwest Region w-cy/inc. 

lJm -w-cy I inc. 

EADippe1:cm 2/7/72 BASIC FlEE RETAINED IN HR 
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REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

Date of visit July 12, 1972 

Visited by Grant A. Petersen 
(name) 

Received by Hon. Ralph C. Yager 
(name) 

Condition* 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

Nauvoo Historic District 

, Management Assistant Chicago Field Office 
(office) (title) 

, Mayor Nauvoo, Illinois 
(title) (office) 

Good to excellent. Structures of the Morman Period of Nauvoo (1839-1846) are being 
purchased and renovated by Nauvoo Restoration Incorporated. This perpetual corporation 
is the primary source of funds and expertise for this historical restoration work and 
is now estimated to own over 1,800 acres within the historic district. 

There has been little or no interest shown by Restoration, Inc. in restoring structures 
not associated with the Morman Period. One of these, a stone arched bridge located 
in the south side of the historic district on the original Great River Road is badly 
in need of repair along with an accompanying dedication plaque which indicates "NPS 11

, 

State, and local interests in the Road. 

The landmark plaque has now been erected on a boulder in a beautifully landscaped 
location at the northeast corner of the site of the Morman Temple (Temple Square) in 
the heart of the City. 

Operation** 
Virtually all of the publicly accessible structures are operated by Nauvoo Restoration, 
Inc. as is the recently dedicated (September 4, 1971) Nauvoo Visitors Center. The 
Center shows a 15 min. movie depicting life in Nauvoo during the Morman Period-
which is well done. 

Its main theme, however, is the beliefs of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints and Nauvoo•s role in the history of the Church. 

The landmark plaque is the responsibility of the City of Nauvoo, the Honorable Ralph 
C. Yager, Mayor. As the landmark designation went to the City, he should be the 
contact. Tele: (Home) 217-453-2283 

*Grounds, structure/a, furnishings 
**Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating staf f, 

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



S~~cial Problems 
~ 

~ ~one were noted with the exception of the deteriorated Great River Road Stone arched 
bridge. ·· Located within the Historic District, it should be eligible for restoration 
funds and the development of improved interpretative provisions under the Historic 
Preservation program. Mayor Yager was appraised of this fact and aid will be 
provided the City in putting together a project request .• Contact will be made with 
State of Illinois Officials in this regard in the near future • 

. ' 

Suggestions Offered 

Aid will be provided the City as indicated above. 

2 

Grant A. Petersen 
July 14, 1972 
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... Freeburg , Ill •. 
July 25, 1972 

Honorable Melvin Price 
Feder al Building 
Eas t St. Louis, Illinoi s 

Honorable. .Sir; 

' .. 

We have j ust returned from the fourth annual Reunion of Icarian De-

scendants- held at Nauvoo, Illinois. It was a delightful meeting 

in a beautiful cit y There j:s, ho rrever, no marker, no permanent . 

reminder that t he Icarians were ever there. The l ast building of 

inte res t and Legend of those- brave French settlers has recently been 

destroyed~ This was the Nauvoo Restoration Informa tion Center-former 

sch oolhouse built by the Icarians. We and the other Icarian · ~descend-

ants were dissappoi n·;pd to say the least. The members appointed me 

to c ontac t your of ficE: · to ascertain the proc edur e by which we may 

attain a permanent l'l.aque-Stone- or bronze. The inscription and de-

tails may be worked out-after a n.1___l_Q.~~ion has been des ignated. 

We hope you will assist us preserving our herit~- by some per-
·------- /- ----

addr ess : ¥ r s. Harry Favre 
i Ol E. Temple St. 
Freeburg , Ill inois 62243 

---

· Sincerely~ 

Cordilia Jiammack Favre r 
( -.J 

--c 7 J 
:;-:-

C' - " -.: 

' -
--' 
~· r .. 

r--. · 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, t, . .;. 
WASHINGTON, D. C . 

. . . . . . . . .. . ~~~'!! .4 ...... , 19.72 .. . 
Congressional Inquiry 
Department of the Interior ~ 1 I? 
Washington, D. C. 20240 FI\J tr 

~~· Action Off'ice 
Dear Sir: ;for i.D.f'o ouly 

zc · 

The attached communication is sub­
mitted for your consideration, and to ask 
that the request made therein be complied 
with, if possible. 

If you will advise me of your action in 
this matter and have the letter returned to 
me with your reply, I will appreciate it . 

. . . . . . . . . . ~~:tP.. ;r;:q_;t~9;i.~ ... District. 

e~ - /RoG? 



--------"'"""- i'>J:·~ ._ 

United States Department of the Interior 

X·\TIO~.\L PARK SERVICE 
\\.ASHI~GTO~, D.C. 2U24U 

J;o; REf>LY REFER TO: 

J 

H34-HH AUG 8 1972 

Memorandum 

To: Director, Northeast Region 

From: Chief Historian 

Subject: Receipt of National Historic Landmark Biennial 
Inspection Report[s] 

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of fa] biennial inspection 
report[s] for the following national histor~c landmarkls]: 

Illinois and ~fichigan Canal , Illinois 
Old ~iain - Knox College, Illinois 
Nauvoo Historic Distric!.J Illinois 

-starved Rock - Site of Ft . St. Louis, Illinois 
New Castle Historic District, Delaware 
Graeme Park , Pennsylvru1ia 
U.S.S. Olympia, Pennsylvania 
Benjamin \Vest Birthplace, Pennsylv~ia 

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further develop­
ments regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership 
and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, will be 
greatly appreciated. 

lSgd. ) A. R. Mortensen 

A. R. Mortensen 

cc: 
PHHS-Nr. Sheely 

FNP:HJSheely:kr 8/7/72 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHHS 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 
I 

..-' ,r 
·~ .A' .JO;.' ' ; . 

... \- .~ .. ..;_·;1.. u-l'~·\1'1' ......... \,~ 
/'.,_; f / I ·, 
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AUG 3 1 1972. 
' 

lVin Priee 
HOtUJe ot ntati 

hingt , D.c .. 

Mr. Priee: 

ked ua to 

We a cia your 1n rest in this tter and will ov1de you 
ly t our arlieat opportunity. 

Since ly yours, 

George B. Hartzog, Jr. 

Director 

P.S. It you need to contact s turther concern1ng thils tter, 
ple call the Dtv1s1on ot Legislative Services on code 183# 
xte ion 38067, or Area Code 202, 34 3-8067. 

cc: 
LC6(2 ))w/inc. 
FNP:cRBraxton:rcs:B-31-72 

.. 



-

-

.. 

SEP 2 9 1972. 

nooer~ ll. Utlet 

" 

m..lllle1.:f:~ Offi.ce of Archeology 
and Historic Preservation 



;.A -
COMM!liEES: 

ALii:ONAL'TIC:\L AND SPACE SCIF.:NCFS 

ARMED SERVICES 

r-o::f~ION R'rLATiONS .. .. -APPROPRIA~oONS, EX OFFICIO 

JOINT ATOMiC ENERGY 

DEMOCRATIC POL ICY 

DEMOCRATIC STEERING . WASHINGTON, D.C . .205!0 

January 17, 1973 

Director 
National Park Service 
Interior Building 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear .Hr. Director: 

Mr. G. Ste1v~nt I·.J1ght, Executive Director of 
the Restoration Trails Foundation of 
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in Independenc~~~~ 

------wJ1j ch is carry:rngon a histori:::::.l search at i~auvov, 
Illinois, asked if vie could obtain for him a copy 
of t',E:: designation made of the Nauvoo historical 
dist:·ict by the National Park Service. 

It would be appreciated if you could supply 
us VJ.ih a copy of the designation in that the 
Worli Headquarters of the Church is very much 
interE!Sted in that area, and has extensive restora­
tion vTOrk going on in the Nauvoo area. 

Sincere~'::? , --:1-r) 
. :-J.~J:,Atf\#1 
~ _-1~~~K~:rt Symfn.Jton 

SS/fv 

STL!/\RT S'.'f"~ tr..t GTC·N 
MISSOURI 

STANLEY R. FIKE 
!'.DM1Ws7n;;.TiYt: A~stSTANT 



llc}).crable Stoort Symin{iton 
United States S~no.te 
Wasbing;ton• D.C .. 

fEB 2- 1973 

.Pleat:Hl ncc..:?_pt our ~pology for ·thi~ late l'cply to you:e inquiry 
ln behalf of ~h·. G. Stc"tTtl.'rt h'itJlt 't1ho l'e<).u~:;tcd. e ecpy of the 
stu.dy m.ude of the 1Jauvoo Hit=to:cie Diatrict . Uo nre e.nclosine 
a copy o:f.' the invent{)ry vrermred by tbo nction.al &..:rrvcy ct• 
Historic Sites nnd Buildings t!1~-:.t wna ·i;he bazis f'cr he C"tVa.lu .. 
t..ttion mode by the Advi.WI"'J ll::>::rd on l;ation!ll Pnrka, Hit'?tcric 
Si ten, Buildings, a.nd ~~onurnenta. I til evo.lu:rMon led to tlle 
designation of the r:auvoo liistorie Dintri\ft as e. national 
historic .l.en~. 

A rrM!ch r.i.Ore COL"',Prehcnsi va study of the rau.voo uas d.ct.~.1o b;r 
Davl.d B. m.ller in. 1903., 'rh:rot.ts,l1 you, 'tl'G su;•pllcd o. cc:py ct 
·GJ.w.t study in·l9£9 to Mr. lUchard l-1. Ho~'1U·d, Churcb Hiet.orio.n. 
This uas r~:produced. especially i'or Mr. IiOl·:nl'd. at that timG 
since it ull-3 an unptil.>llshed stuoy. Per.1a:ps 1~. Hight c::on 
borrow it !'rom th~ Ch.UI'Ch liistorio.n. ;n,s t:t tle Yne r'Hestwrd 
Wdg:ration of the !-:Ormolltl, Uith Cpeeial l:)nphn.sis on th& Iiistory 
of Nauvoo .. u 

Ue do not know if. it bns been a.ccomplish~t-1, but we understood 
in 1969 tho.t 141- .. Miller "'-o.s revising his study for ptlblicat.icn. 
It this l1as been <lone, tho book lrould be even rrore vt"!.lunbl<;. 
Perhaps i-ir. Hi~ht \tould ~nt to contact ~·!r. Miller a.t ·the 
Univera~ty of Utah .. 

We a:ppraoiate vtJ:ry mt.eh your in'l/o.t~cst 1..~ th0 h1c;tori{.! 
preservation pro::-~rr.ms of the llaticncl Parl;; Service. He hCJ)e 
that the L'lf'ormation giv<m -vdll bo of $Ssiet.r.mce to Hre !~light . 

/S/ Robert M. Utley 

:O!reetor 
ACTING ASSOCIAlf 

HJ?-Hl·:.nc:. ~~-Nauvoo Historic Distriq_~ 
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United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IN RE P LY REFE R TO : 

H3417 
NER(CL) 

Memorandum 

NORTHEAST REGION 

143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 19106 

JAN 3 1974 

To: Associate Director, Professional Services 
National Park Service 

From: Acting Regional Director, Northeast Region 

... 

., 

Subject: Landmark Boundary Descriptions -- Nauvoo Historic District 
and Old Kaskaskia Village 

Enclosed are boundary description for the following Registered National 
Historic Landmarks: 

Nauvoo Historic District 
Old Kaskaskia Village 

These forms were prepared by Mr. Grant Petersen, Management Assistant, 
Chicago Field Office. 

Enclosures 
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.· . 
REGISTRY OF NATIONAL ~ISTORIC 
AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 
Nauvoo Historic District - .... 

' I ' 
' ~ I I o I. I ' 

Date of visit August 29, 1974 

Visited by __ G_r_a_n_t--:A:-._P_e~t_e_r_s_e_n ______ M_an_a..;;g;...e~m:-e_n_t-=-A-:-s_s_i_s_t_a_n_t __ , Chicago Field Off ic 
(name) (title) (o ff ice ) 

City of Nauvoo 
Received by __ L_e_n __ w_o~lg_e_m_u-:-t_h ________ _, ___ M_ay~o-r~~~~---------- ___ 21_7~,~4_5~3~-:-6_670_5 ____ __ 

(name) (title) (office) 

Condition~'t 

Operation** 

Good to excellent. There are two primary groups in Nauvoo working 
toward restoration and renovation of structures pertaining to 
the Mormon period of Nauvoo, 1839-1846. The first is 
Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. associated with the Church of Latter 
Day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah, and the second is the Joseph 
Smith Historic Center, located in Nauvoo and associated with the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day SAints. 
Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. and the Joseph Smith Center own approximately 
1800 acres of the 2000 plus acres located within the Historic District. 
Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. recently purchased the former location of 
the Nauvoo temple constructed in the 1840's and destroyed in 1848. 
The NHL plaque is erected on a boulder at the center of this square. 

Both Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. and the Joseph Smith Center have shown 
little interest in restoring structures not associated with the 
Mormon period. However, other groups, such as the local historic 
society and Chamber of Commerce have been working especially 
within the last two years toward restoration of structures of the 
Icarian and later periods. One example is the stone arched bridge­
one of the original Great River Road structures-located immediately 
to the south of the business district. The deplorable condition 
of the stone arched bridge area was called to the attention of 
former Mayor Ralph Yager at the time of my July 72 visit. 
As a result, the area has been considerably cleaned up, the dedication 
plaque which indicates NPS, State and local interest in the Road, 
has been rehabilitated, the arched bridge itself has been rep~ired 
and the area considerably cleaned up since the July 72 visit. 

Virtually all of the publicl y accessible historic structures 
are owned and operated by Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. The remaining 
structures of the Mormon period are owned by Joseph Smith Center. 

Nauvoo Restoration shows a 15-minute movie depicting life in Nauvoo 
during the Morman period at its modern visitor center. The Joseph 

*Grounds, structure/a, furniahincs 
**Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff, 

use., location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



_, . 

Smith Center also has a visitor contact facility located immediately 
across the street from the original home of Joseph Smith. 
They have a 12-minute slide program also depicting life 
in Nauvoo during the Morman period. 

While most of the historic restoration and rehabilitation 
work is being undertaken by the two main Church bodies, the landmark 
designation went to the City of Nauvoo and, therefore, the Mayor 
is our official landmark contact. While there appears to be a 
very close and excellent working relationship between the City 
and the Joseph Smith Center, an amiable relationship does not 
appear to exist with Nauvoo Restoration. This has created some 
problems related to historic preservation within the District 
itself. In addition to Mayor Wolgemuth, Mr. Clarence Heaviland, 
Senior Guide and Historian for the Joseph Smith Center, was 
contacted, His immediate supervisor in charge of the Joseph 
Smith properties is Kenneth Stovaugh. Dr. J. Leroy Kimball, 
President of the Nauvoo Mission, is our primary contact with 
Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. While Dr. Kimball was in the area 
at the time of my visit, I was unable to make contact with him. 

~ 
Special Problems A problem in historic emphasis seems to be the major thing 

currently facing the Historic District. Notably, Nauvoo 
Restoration, upon purchasing any properties, removes from them 
all structures not associated with the Morman period of 1839-46. 
As a result, many old structures datingback into the 1850's 
and associated with the Icarian period are being destroyed. 
This has created much concern on the part of the City and the Joseph 
Smith Center and other local residents. 

The major question at this point in time seems to be centered 
on the landmark plaque. A brief telephone discussion with 
Mr. Parley Holiday, resident architect for Nauvoo Restoration, 
indicated that there seems to be some question as to whether or 
not Nauvoo Restoration desires to have the landmark plaque remain 
in Temple Square. It was his hope that I could meet with Dr. Kimball 
in that regard but as noted above, contact with him was unfortunately 
not made. 

Suggestions Offered I stressed to Mayor Wolgemuth that the Historic District designation 
belongs to the City and, therefore, any decision related to the 
location of the landmark plaque rests with the City. I indicated 
to him our acceptance of the plaque's present location. 

(continued) (signed) 

(date) 

2 . 
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Suggestions Offered (continuedl 

However, if Nauvoo Restoration no longer wishes placement 
within Temple Square, we would be pleased to provide suggestions 
to the City regarding an alternative location. At my suggestion, thE 
Mayor will be in contact with this office should any move 
be made to relocate the landmark plaque. 

~· August 30, 1974 - Dr. Kimball telephoned today 
and we discussed briefly the Nauvoo Restoration plans 
for the next several years regarding restoration within 
the Historic District. Their major area of emphasis will be on 
Temple Square including the construction of a replica 
temple. Dr. Kimball assured me that they are very pleased 
to have the NHL plaque located in Temple Square and that 
they plan to have it remain there. He asked if that was agreeable 
with me. I indicated to him that as far as we were concerned, 
that was an appropriate location as long as the plaque was 
so placed that it was readily accessible to public viewing. 
He indicated that it was so located as to be easily viewed 
by the general public. 

I suggested to Dr. Kimball that perhaps he would want to 
contact Mayor Wolgemu,t ,h to let him know of Nauvoo Restoration's 
interest in having the plaque remain there within Temple Square. 

August 30, 1974 

(date) 



H3417-PS 

Honorable Lenford Wolgemuth 
Mayor of N~uvoo 
Nauvoo, Illinois 62354 

Dear Mayor Wolgemuth: 

MAY 1 5 1975 

' 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, directed by the 
National Park Service, is conducting a review of a number of national 
historic landmarks in order to define their boundaries more precisely. 
Many landmarks, particularly the earliest ones, were established 
without boundaries being adequately defined. With the passage of the 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 certain benefits are afforded 
properties designated national historic landmarks. Among these benefits 
are protection from the adverse effects of Federal undertakings and 
eligibility to receive funds for historic preservation. For these 
reasons it is essential that we determine accurately the limits of the 
landmark. 

Ms. Blanche Schroer, Survey Historian with the National Survey, is 
planning to visit a number of national historic landmarks located in 
Illinois during May 1975. This letter is to notify you of our review 
project and to confirm arrangements for a trip to the Nauvoo Historic 
District that Ms. Schroer made with you in a telephone conversation 
on May 2. We appreciate very much your assistance in permitting her 

o visit Nauvoo on Thursday, May 22, 1975. She will contact you that 
Thursday morning to arrange the details of the appointment. A 
postcard is enclosed for your reply. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

/Sgd/ Jerry L. Rogers 

Aot1Di 
Director, Office of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation 

HP - Ill. - Nauvoo Historic District 
BASIC FI~E RETAINED IN PS(HSS) 



H3417-772 
2 .. 1977 

Ulirults 
A'll'ann·l"t'~tion 

ar 

Thank "f fo~ r letter cone min t voo Historic 

• lllinoi . The boundary 

by t o taff of the 1 R gister of 1 istoric Places. 

We th t the ess 

officially 11• , w will sen you a copy o 

th USGS 7. S' p that shows t boundary. 

incer ly your • 

G r P. E ery 
Chief, Historic Sites 

urvey Divisio 

cc: Mr. David Kenney 

FNP:J 
bee: 

Director, Department of Conservation 
602 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 w/c of inc. 

Sheire:mc:5/25/77:523-5464 
Regional Director, Midwest 
001-Reading File 
040 

Region ) w/c of inc. 

HP - Illinois - Nauvoo Historic District 
I 772-Sheelr 
772-Sheire 
772-reading file 

) 
) BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772 



Illinois Depcartment of Transportatio·n 
126 East Ash Street Springfield Illinois 62706 

May 13, 1977 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

District 6 

The Illinois Department of Transportation, District #6, proposes 
to resurface a portion of Illinois Route 96 (designated as the 
"Great River Road") through the City of Nauvoo, Illinois. 

The Department would like to know the exact boundaries of the 
Nauvoo Historic District in order to assess whether or not the 
project will have an effect on this area. Therefore, we would 
appreciate receiving a map outlining the area or an accurate 
description of the area boundaries. 

If further information is needed, please contact Thurman Schweitzer 
of this office at (217) 782-7331. 

Very truly yours, 

W. E. Burns 
District Engineer 

By: 
District Planning & Programming Engineer 

RRM/TAS/lg 

77;2. 
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( lt/77) 

LANDM ARK VISIT REPORT 

I. GENERAL BACKGROU ND 

l. Name of Site: Nauvoo Historic District 

2. Type of Landmark: Historic X Natural Environmental 

Education 

3. Name of Visitor: Grant A. Petersen Date: June 16, 1977 

4. Title: Suoerintendent 

5. Organization: Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 

6. Name and title of person contacted: ~~yor of Nauvoo is official contact. 
(Unavailable at tirre of visit) . Others Visited: 

Mr. Parley Holliday, Nauvcx:> Restoration, Inc. and Mr. Clarence Stovaugh, Joseph 
Smith a:mter. 

site: 

7. 

8. 

Name and title of person responsible for the management of the 

(The three primary persons resr-onsible for the district are listed 

Owner - teleRhone and address: 
offical and landmark contatct) 

1'13.yor of Nauvoo (principal resr-onsible 

City of Nauvoo , Nauvoo, Illinois tele: 217/453-6605 

9. Briefly state why site was declared a landmark: 

Nauvoo respresents the beginning noint for the grest western rroverrent of 
the ~brrrom Church, a major event in ..,.restern migration. 

II. O\mERSHIP 

l. What is the attitude toward continued participation in the 
landmark program? Wish to continue X Does not wish to continue 
Is not participating 

(All major parties) 

2. 
Yes x 

Have any cha nges in land owne rship taken place since designation? 
No If yes , if poss ibl e . li s t ne1v ow ne rs and addresses . 

Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. has purchased several additional structures and other 
private sales and purchases to murrerous too list have occurred. 

3. If 01-m e r s hip chansw s h<lVC t<Jk c n place might these changes nullify 
"registered" statu s or all m-; a change from " e l igible11 to "registered" 
status? Yes No If yes, please exp lain: 

N/A 



.. 2 

4. Dot~S th e prese nt owner wish to chang e from 11 el igible11 status 
to 11 registered 11 status? Yes No N/A 

I I I. CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE OF SITE 

1. Condition include s any structures(s), grounds, furnishings, 
etc. that ar e a part of the landmark. Please check applicable box(s). 
(Cross out 11 no 11 as needed) 

a. ~---/ Condition of the site is excellent, signs of 
regular mainte nance. 

b. lx I Condition of the site is good, regular maintenance 
performed. 

c. 1--1- Condition of the site shows decline, no regular 
maintenance performed. 

d. ~---/ Condition of the site shows serious deterioration, 
no regular maintenance performed. 

/e.//--/- Condition of the site threatens integrity of the 

f. 1-1 

landrnark. 

shows 
signs of det e rioration but the rest of the site is 
in good condition, no regular maintenance performed. 

g. /-/ Other 

2. If c, d, e, f, or g has been checked, ~please explain. 

N/A 

3. Measures that ar e being tak en or planned to improve condition 
or s it e : 

Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. the principal CMner of property within the 
district is continuing its restoration of historic structures 
associated \vith the Ivbrrocrn oeriod of 1839-46. The Joseph Smith Center 
like\vise continues to res to~ historic structures under · its control. 

·--~----------========~~================~==~ 
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IV. SITE INTEGRITY 

l. Hos there been anyXdestruction or alt e rati on of all or part of 
the landmark? Yes No . If yes, please explain: 

None were noted in a general tour of the historic district . 

2. Have the re bee n circumstances or events on the lands adjacent 
to the landmark tha t have r es ulted in serious impairment, diminishment, 
or destruction of land ma rk re sources, character, and/or significance? 
Yes No X. If yes, please explain. 

None were noticable nor did any a:::>rre to my atte..ntion throuah interviews. 

3. Has there been an introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric 
elements that are out of character with the property and its setting? 
Yes No x If yes, please explain. 

/4./ Have any other threats to the integrity of the site taken place? 
Yes X No If yes, please explain. 

'Ihe State of Illinois proposed to route the Great River Road through the 
heart of the historic district. This rrove was op]X)sed by the City, 
Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. and the Joseph Smith Center. Because of oppostion, 
present route will remain. 'This situation should l::>e watched carefully. 

/5./ Are there any threats likely to occur in the future? Yes x 
No If yes, please explain: 

(See #4 above) . 'There has been S()J"[E talk of expansion of the City 
sewage treatment facility >~ich might have an adverse impact on 
the west portion of the district near the river. This should be 
watched. 

/6./ Is the re urg e ncy regarding a ny of the threats? Yes 
If ye s, pleas e explain: 

No X • 

7. Do any financial probl ems ex ist in maintaining the landmark? 
Yes No X • If yes , please describe . 

None were brought to TM attention. 

J 
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8. Are there any spec ial problems, or special problems that we 
can assist in solving? Yes No X If yes, please explain. 

V. ACCEPT/\B ILITY OF USE 

l. How is the land ma rk used: 

Residential property 

Commercial property 

Public propert y 

If 

1-1 

1-1 

Mixed use I X/ 

Private property 1-1 

2. Is present use of the site acceptable to maintenance of the 
landmark 1 s integrity? Yes X No If no, please describe unacceptable 
uses. 

3. Is the landmark interpreted to the public via brochures, 
signing or other means? Yes x No If yes, describe the nature 
and accuracy of the interpretation. 

No 

Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. with its visitor center provides the rrost grandiose 
interpretive facility. Both Restoration, Inc. and the Joseph Smith Center 
provide guide s e rvice. The Chamber of Cormerce provides taped tours of t..'1e 
City. Interpretive services and materials are rrore than adec:uate. 

4. If a registered landmark, is the bronze plaque displayed? Yes X 
If no, explain. 

The plaque is located in Temple Sauare on propertv ov.ned by Nauvoo Restoration, 
Inc. 

5. Wh e re I S the l andmLJ rk ce rtif icate l oca t ed ? 

City of Nauvoo offices. 
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RECOM~1E~JD/\T IONS 

/~ On the b~sis of this report is l andmark designation recommended to 
continue for this site? Yes x No If no, explain citing specific 
examples from this repor t and-any other sources. 

/2./ What follow-up action do you suggest for the MWRO and/or others? 

None. 

/3./ Is a special team needed to assess threats, problems, or special 
items? If so, what type of expertise is needed, approximately how long, 
and when will they be needed? 

No 

4. Is there any new information, corrections, or comme nts on the signi-
ficance of the area as described in the original report or brief? Yes 
No X 

5. 
No 

Did you offer any suggestions to th e owner/administrator? Yes 
If so, please note. 

X 

Since I'tr. Holliday re? resented the largest property CMilership, he was 
urged actively see.."!( inproved cooperation between the three major groU?S 
responsible for the district in terms of coordinated inter?retation, pl~ning, 
etc. These relations have irrproved SCJ!l:E'.·Jhat since my 1974 visit. 

6. Did you give the owne r/administratqr the t~x and grants:in-aid . 
handouts? Yes X No . All t.hree maJor oartleS r,vere provlded COl)leS of 

t.he rraterial. 
7. Did you contact local/ state agencies to ascertain threats? Yes 
No X 

8. Did you attach to this r epo rt dated, captioned photographs of threats, 
site conJition, site usc, display of plaque, and other conditions? Yes X 
No 

I 
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9. General Comments: 

The restoration process within the historic district continues and in 
general is being v.rell done. 'Ihe Joseph Smith Center is develQ?inq an 
overall master plan to guide its future restoration program and I 
indicated our support of such an approach. 

Since the National Park Service has representation on the Great River 
Road interagency comnission, v.re should be extrerrely v.ra.tchful for 
possible routings that could possibly adversely effect Nauvoo and 
other landmarks along the r-1ississippi River corridor. 

4/1/77 

Grant A. Peterse!_h SuPerintendent, HEHO 
Signature of Visitor 

Date: Julv 16, 1977 



. . . . ' .. 
• ... .. ' ~ 

Nauvoo - National historic landmark plaque located in 
Terrple Sauare. 

Typical MJrnnm period structure under restoration by 
Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. 

J 



113417-772 

• R. R. tcalf 
Illinois Depart t of Transportation 
126 East Ash Street 
Springfield. Illinois 62706 

Dear tt. Metcalf: 

SE 3 0 7 

Last ay you req ested information pertainin to the boundary of the 

Nauvoo Historic District. Hancock County, Illinois. The Nauvoo boundary 

has now been established. Enclosed is a c:opy of the ation.al Register 

of Historic Places nomination for the landmark. 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. David Kenney 

Sincerely youn, 

Robert G. Ferris 
Acting Chief, Historic Sites 

Survey Division 

Director~ Department of Conservation 
602 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street 
Springfield~ Illinois 62706 

FNP :J Sheire : mdw : 523- 5464 : 9/30/77 
bee : Regional Director , Midwest Region 

001-reading file 
040 
772-reading file 
772-Sheely 

HP - Illinois - Nauvoo Historic District 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 772 
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Illinois Department of Conservation 
life and land together 

605 STATE OHICE BUILDING • 400 SOUTH SPRING STREET • SPRINGFIELD 62706 
CHICAGO OFFICE'- ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601 

Dall d I(E nnry Director • Jcc'Ties C. Helfrich, Assistant D1rector 

Ms. Kathy Burns 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Kathy: 

November 23, 1977 

Enclosed please find a list of the owners for the Nauvoo Historic District 
which satisfies your office's requirements resulting from the Tax Reform 
of 1976. All owners in the District who live in Nauvoo can have their mail 
sent simply to Nauvoo; street numbers are not required as part of the Nauvoo 
mailing districts. 

KAS/dg 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~R.~~ 
Keith A. Sculle 
National Register Coordinator 





F~....-;. . Illinois 
· Department of 
Conservation 
1 fr : ( Jf ¥ J { Jr ~ I k X lf :II K ?r 

to: 

from: 

date: 

office 
memorandum 

subject: 
All names appearing on this page have NauToo, Illinois 62354 

addre-sss s •••••• 

Mrs. Arnold J. Ourth Eugene L. Ihric 

Kenneth Stobaugh Donald L. Beasley 

NauToo Inter-American Development Corp~ J. Eldon McGregor 

Richart P. Baxter Kenneth Nudd 

Reor~nized Crr~ch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

L. C. McKiernan 

City of NauToo 

Leland Stewart Case 

lola Io Blythe 

Donali 1fumman 

Karold Bush 

Joseph Pilkin~on 
-

Williaa H. Hackett 

Edward Marzolf' 

James J. Johnson 

Ge• City Vineland Co. 

A.. E. Wedel 

Ja11es c. Amann 

J 8Jle-s W. Moff'i t t 

Eldon Wickline 

{ Mrs. Clair 1furris 

Tit us Lee &.rril!l 

Merle Schenk 

Dale Harris 

Arthur Sly 

Earl To Wood 

St. Peter & Paul Congregation 

Jerome G. Manka 

Howard Simmens 

Ronald J. Gulick 

Merlin Herbert 

!ayden F. Goodine 

Donal&i Do Kiruaan 

Marion F. Anderson 

Ao Jan Gerdes 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

.... ., 1 fe ur IC .:J k.Jr xJ t()(JC:H -er 

to: 

office 
memorandum 

All n8Jies a:ppearinc on this pa.:;e aaTe NauToo, Ill. 62354 
from: addresseso 

date: 

subject: 
DaTid Koe chle 

Frei Wagner 

Edna Rei.mbola 

Car 1 E. Schenk 

Gertrude Gasaway 

<>,al Golden 

NmTOo Milk Products Inco 

Mark E. Bollin 

Benedictine Sisters 

Mrs. Lowell s. !orto11 

Intheran Church 

Kenneth Ort 

Elmer J. Krau• 

Guy &Reginald Carter 

Willin J o Ortman 

Ralph Benne 

Mrso E. Lloyd Buckert 

Golda Knipe 

Merle Eo Gnann 

Ind.ia S. lfursoh 

~erna 0. NelSoN 

RayJtond A. Falk 

Lawrence & Lemuel lfu~r 

Fred o. Haas 

R .J .Karpa.wicz 

Ann & Irene Mamman 

J B.JI.e s B. McCarty 

Anna M. &rmon 

Martin E. Kimble 

William Lange Jr. 

Mickey L. Knipe 

Lucill& !arsch 

J aile s Schafer 

Ronald Ko~an 

Paul 'Wilkens 

Cale McKoon c/o Harold Stilwell 

John w. Buss 

Blanche Klingelmueller 

Loretta Iutz 

Albert Haas 

Mrs. Claire Bus~ c/e Robert Scheetz­

Iucille M0 Kell~ 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

...... , !r ; i ll K J ( JI ~ J lex JC!t 181 

office ·. 
memorandum 

to: All n8lles appearinr on this pa~e haw NauToo, ill 62354 
addresses •••• 

from: 

date: 

subject: 
Joseph L. Nelson 

Mrs. Mary A Wilkens 

~enry ~. Witting 

John Thomas Moffitt 

Gordon Whittaker 

LeTi E. Balmer· 

Gllldroy Wilson 

Adelaide Schneider 

Reta liaas 

Henry J. Mierstein 

Carol M Hamaa. 

John L. Bbyles 

Ho Ao Schowalter 

Brooks R Beger 

First Presbyterian Church 

Albert Tausch 

~ Ida May Peck 

Ma ··rlne L. Dossett 

Donald R. ~ar.an 

Mary Schneider 

Kathryl'l Gobae 

J o Dale Brue g£S8r 

Margaret aa~an 

Lester J. Warson 

Roy McMeins 

Raymond Nehring 

Lucille Harsch 

Ida BlUJI 

William G. Rahn 

Carl H. Rudd 

Delbert Lut~ 

Goldie Yokley 

Floyd Rahn 

Frieda ATis& c/o Verona Desney 

Jose:ph D. Kelly 

Jack Logan 

Clarke Bergmeier 

Kathryn Sch.mita 

Mary Carter 

Eldon L. Reidner 

Lola Schenk 

Jues- Parrish 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

.... , 1k:; t ll K J Ur ~ J k .f-JOH I 

to: 

office 
memorandum 

from: 
A1.1 names a~pering on this pa.~ haTe NauToo, Ill 62354 

addresses ••• 

date: 

subject: 
Gottlieb Bollin 

Catherine McCarty 

Anna J. Moffitt 

S'ehool Dist # 325 

Namon Laubersheimer 

Virrfl Heady 

Mike Kraxberger c/o Frank ~opper 

Lenford Wol~muth 

Gerald Rose· 

Marguerite Schmitz 

DaTii Wo Knowles 

BelTa Wo Siegrist 

Dorotb;r Reinhardt 

Albert Steiner 

ETerett Kinyoun 

Marie Boedecker 

Rose Williams 

Mrs. Nellie B·oDiton 

DaTid W. Smith 

Minnie Kraus 

Dorothy Hart , 

Robert L. Hall 

Al Terta E. Hut son 

Wlllia• G. McLeod 

John R. Brest 

E. J. Kron 

Philip Steffey 

Leo Gasawy 

Joseph 01 Bossler 

Robert Ruhs 

Donald Griffiths Jr. 

Leland Garr Bolton 

IJ.oyd S. Starr 

Dorothy o. Baxter 

Josie Pilkington 

Melbourne Md1eins 

Sarah Argast 

Mary Real 

May Hutchison 

Glenn 0. Siegrist 

Karl J. Reinhardt 

Donald Brown 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

~-~~~tf' ·l( ~ ( JI ¥ J K: !I K l r "- JUt lt"'l 

to : 

office . 
memorandum 

from: 111 naBleS appearinc on this page haTe a N'auToo, m 62354 
address ••••• 

date: 

subject: 
Ronala Jo Doerin' 

Carrie StutZ' 

!omer N'elson 

Willi8.ll I. Woods 

Jerry Ao Knipe 

Alice R. Diemer 

John Eo McCarty 

Jaaes Ro !arl 

W • . Joe Reynolds 

Paul E. Brown 

Ernest E. Conn 

Walter :Ka.mmii.I!J. 

Rosie Go Nieol 

Goldie Poire'll 

Clair E. Prarmorr 

Mrs. Albert Ammer 

Henry Mohart 

Deu v. Walker 

Dennis Do .HalllliA 

Frank Ste-rensolll 

Herman Michael 

Ceeil Grant 

Harlan Berry 

Rorer 1fughes 

Charles Cecil 

Mrso DenTer Smith 

Thomas L. Walker 

Douglas J o Knowles-

Charles D. Andersom 

Leslie L. Sloan 

Analie Scott Leininger 

Marion Sanders 

Robert Kraft 

Charles: Creaey 

NauToo Fire Protection District 

Dennis- Lo Wolgemuth 

Michael F. Burger 

Thomas G. Ber~eier 

J iJIIJI1" c. Cecil 

M3rlin L. Reittinger 

Richard J. Gehle 



office ·. 
memorandum 

to: 

from : All names appearing on this page all have NauToo, Ill 62354 
addresses •••• o 

date: 

subject: 
Salome M. ?loots 

Fre• A •. Juettemeyer 

Francis J. Fedler 

Glen Amller 

Robert E. Smithson 

Dolore~ Juettemeyer Bennett 

Loretta c. Wilkens 

John Rathe· 

Ronald Bush 

Ro Althar c/o Joyce BoggusiJ 

Americ~~ Legion Post # 711 

Charles Wo Moore 

Ruth Bywater 

Carl Br~ 

Methodist Church & Parsonage 

Lewis Hummel 

Mr-s. Emily A Hummel 

'l!'enry Eo Siegfried 

Joseph Ao Starr 

Jlilda E o Baxter 

Jerry D. Hale 

Charles R. Shanks 

Gladys Jackson 

J. Dale Cannizzaro 

Keith Har•on 

Adaline R. Roath 

Doris Ao Johnston 

Anita Ellison 

T I'Ulllan Guther2t 

Robert D. Soland 

Richard Bolton 

Henry Robinson 

D. Kent Powell 

Willard L. Bryant 

Ila Cannizzaro 

Larry Dusenberry 

Douglas Ammer 

Jake Hill 

William H. Bevier 

Delmar Fislar 

Florence Snyder 

J ames Bovles 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

..... ., l(r : , :r 1< j ~ 11 y J k .X f.:! I '-"r 

to: 

office · 
memorandum 

All name s a np3 c.rinrr on this }'aCE' haYe a NauToo, Ill. 62354 
from: address 

date: 

subject: 
Raymond R. Falk 

Charles Kine 

Joseph s. McCoy 

OrTille R. Hale 

Jack R o- Langford 

Alfred Eo L:linin~r 

Mildrei M. Smith 

Rodcer L. Anderson 

DaTid L. Gasaway 

c. B. Schafer 

R. !arold Schaubert 

Nor.a Breidbarth 

Fred L. Marshalll 

R. Repplin~r c/o Thomas Schmitz 

Dale Johnson 

Fred J. BaJrter 

Richard K. Reinhardt 

Harold Siegfried 

Clarence T. Fields 

Ralph Y~r 

Mary McKooll. 

J!arry J. Bridgman 

Leo Haas 

Jay Row 

l!arold E. McCormick 

Ruth E. Fenn 

Richard K. Rambo 

Michael D. Johnson 

Larry R • Gust in 

MarTin Crozier 

]ilarold J. Haas 

LynD. A. Farr-· 

Anita T. Jiaa:s 

Car 1 :liaas 

MarTin Weisinger 

Henrietta Haas 

Francia· Michael 

Ed~rd J. Pilkington 

Ronald Har•on 

George Co Burns 

G. Ken Burns 

Verona Kraft. 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

~ .... ., fr ; ( ) f 1\.. l K Jf )( j k ~pH e r 

to: 

office 
memorandum 

from: All names appearinc on this page have a NatlToo, Ill 62354 
adiress •••• 

date: 

subject: 
Lavrence D. Hopp 

I 

Robert J. Scbll.itz 

D. David Kraft 

Paul D. Woods 

Henry D. Wilson 

Raymond Eo McKeon 

Waldo Eo Hamman 

Donald c. Schafer 

Lynn Do Pilkin~on 

Dav~d Co Reidner 

Ray Tuttle 

Constance J. E~Jt9rS 

Robert J. Ziecler 

Charles Vaughn 

Dennis Lasswell 

A.G. Parker c/o Lyle Parker 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

office 
. memorandum 

..... ~ 1 !r -; r ;r ·xj kJr 'K J tcx __ y_;l h r 

to: ~~ 

from: 
The followin' pages contain naJtes of property who do not have 

a NauToo address and thus their addresses are listed in their 
entiret:ro 

date : 

subject: 
Union Electric Company 
P.O. Box 149 
St. Louis MO. 63166 

State of Illinois (Park) 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 

DaTid Kennedy 
3?93 ParkTiew Dr. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 

SteTen T • Baird 
2574 Kentucky ATeo 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 

John Scott 
Carthage, Ill 62321 

Keith Ed Loraine 
859 Sunshine Lane 
Grapervine,Texas 76051 

Daniel R o Ward 
880 Yreakness Lane 
Florissant, Mo. 63033 

John o. Anderson 
RR # 5 
Carbondale, Ill 62901 

Victor L. Flack 
15116 Denwoods Dri Te 

Ballwin, Mo 63011 

H.Herbert Estate c/o Ethel Herbert 
1130 East 1st Sto 
Ontario, Calif. 94607 

NauTOo Restoration, Ineo 
50 E. N'orth Tent!Jle - 16th Floor 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150 

Albert Scott, Sr. 
2000 No 12th Sto 
Quincy, Ill. 62301 

Charles L. Jeffrey 
1368 E. 3010 So 
Salt Lake City, Utah 85106 

John Moyes 
13914 84th Terrace 
Seminale, Florida 33542 

John c. LaCroix 
Burnside, Ill 62318 

D.L. Sr.affer 
278 W. Main St. 
Kahoka, Mo 63445 

Clarence E. Neff 
Stronr;hurst, Ill ~:A 'IS'c 

CharleS' A Sayre 
210 Gloria DriTe 
Eureka, Ill 61530 

Mary Frances McLane 
Hamilton, Ill 62341 

Albert Scott Jr. 
1411 Springdale 
Qu.incy , Ill 62301 

Jack Coeur 
Carthage ~ Ill 62321 

Colusa Eleyator Co. 
John B & Donald P. Griffiths 
Colusa, Ill 62329 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation 

.... ,., lr ; r :r K J r K_ l kXJOH r 

to: 

from: 

date: 

subject: 

office 
memorandum 

hos Roberts c/o Mrs. Ed Kachle 
2016 Vest lst Sto 

Robert W. Cook 
Z5 w. 178 39th St. 
Naperville, Ill 60540 DaTenport, Ia. 52802 

Williu OrtliB.n 
401 W. Elliott Sto 
s,ringfield, Ill 

w. Upton c/o Mrs. Ro Upton 
Box 140 F.R #1 
Moline, Ill 61265 

Arthur D. Whit comD 
RFD 
Burnside, IlAo 62318 

Johanna Kraft Briscoe 
213 E. Hickory Box 497 
Chatsworth, Ill 60921 

Ma.rcaret M. Pasateri 
1016 11th ATe. 
Rock Island, Ill. 

Elizabeth Carter· 
615t A-reo F 
Fort Madison, Iao 52627 

Charles Dean Riter 
2101 So • 7th St o 
Keokuk, I~. 52632 

Grace L. Schmit~ 
2104 Ave. D. 
Fort Madison, Ia. 52627 

Kenneth Rashid 
422ATe. F 
Fort Madison, Ia. 52627 

Richard Fiedler 
Stronghurst, Ill 61480 

Joseph Si~~ons Agt. 
Lee Co. Savings Bank 
Fort Madison, Ia. 52627 

Walter J. Zimmerman 
RR # 6 
Shelbyville, Tenn. 37160 

Groton Investment 
e/o Lamar T. Holt 
2376 Via: Camino 
Carmichael, Califo 95608 

L. Ao Wisslead 
1m# 2 
Carthage, Ill 62321 

Western Ill Telephone 
Box 307 
WentzTille, Moo 63385 

Han~ock Service Co. Inc 
Carthage, Ill 62321 

ViTian E~ Battleso~ 
Niota, Ill 62358 

Elmer L. Diton 
68S7 Robb Gto 
A.rTada, Colo. 80002 

Carroll Maynard 
Dallas City, Ill 62330 



to: 

from: 

date: 

subject: 
Gordon Orchard 
1358 Palomar Circle 
Sacramento, Calif. 95~31 

John HoutJtan 
630 RiTerlak.e Way 
Sacra~ento, Calif. 85822 

William F. Slater 
405 Phillips ATe. 
Glen Ellyn, Ill 

Jostlph J. Wildhaber 
924 Franklin St. 
Humboldt, Kanso 66748 

'W•o c. Scully 
3500 Hillcrest Dr. 
Burlington, Ia. 

Elmer J. KaJ:m 
75th Floor, Sears Tower 
Chica,o, Ill. 

Richard M. LeBlanc 
RT 2 
Holyoke, Colo9 80734 

Russell L. KurTers 
2236 Thornton 
Lansing, Ill 60438 

Arthur A. Sie~fried 
5373 w. 89th st. 
Oak Lawn, Ill 

Dr. Andrew Biscan 
1615 Sehifly Lane 
DeKalb, Ill 60115 

Gerald Sprock 
Stronrhurst, Ill 61480 

F. .Hark McKiernan 
2032 Belmont B1Td 0 

Indepenrlence, Mo. 64057 

office 
memorandum 

Phillip Condra 
4677 Banner Circl& 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 

!!arr:r J. Read 
Perry, Ill 62362 

Clark w. Read 
Perry Ill 62362 

Daniel Browr 
835 Ave F. 
Fort Hadison, Ia. 52627 

Dr. Leo Hark:!.n 
55 E .. Washington Sto 
Chicago, Ill 

Carl G. Brockman 
26 Tlllberlane Dro 
Fort Madison, Iao 52627 

Donald w. Marshall 
921 W. Adams St. 
Macomb, Ill 61455 

Dallie Miller 
Elvaston, Ill 62334 

Richard L. Fortner 
710 Mornigside 
Burlington, Iao 52601 

Donald A. Robb 
RR #1 
Liberty , Ill 62347 

Roy Deitchler 
Iris Lane 
Fort Madison, Ia. 52627 

Visvaldis Ziedins, M.D. 
Box 218 
Fairview, Ill 61432 



Illinois 
Department of 

· Conservation 
..... , ,fr: r ;r K i u r Kl kJ<Jcft e r 

to: 

from: 

date: 

subject: 
Elbert s. Buc,h 
683 Oakland Aye. 
Elgin, Ill 60120 

Clement Clark Jr. 
1227 14th st. 
Santa Moniea, Calif. 

Khoarmt S. Ka boli 
RR3 
Mt. Pleasant, Iao 

J. R. Wingard 
3000 Kirkwood Dr. 
Burlington, Ia. 52601 

!erbert Ro Kahn 
1234 Ea :ton Caurt 
Hirhland Park,. Ill 60035 

Wihlont Brow 
Rr 2 Box 295 
Lineibln, Calif o- 95648 

Brooks E. Ruff 
Dallas City, Ill 62330 

· Ralph Ao Green 
3102 Ave. I 
Fort Madison, Ia 52627 

Frederock J. Hamman 
300 ColUJ!lbia Dr. 
Clarendon Hills, Ill 60514 

Roanld G. Todd 
West Point, Iao 

J!Jiles w. Smith 
1003 Eo ~'Take man St o 
Wheaton, Ill 601~7 

R. R. Knappenberger 
Sciota, Ill 61475 

office 
memorandum 

!ans 1. Pfeiffer 
286 Illinois St. 
Er.hurst, Ill 60126 

Fred. c. Hock Jro 
801 Califo St. 
San Francisco, Calif. 9410S 

Russell L. Schafroth 
825 So. Ave. c. 
Washin~on, Iowa 

W8lter Webb 
. 3J.2 Nbrman Rd. 
Plainfield, Ill 60544 

Dr o Robert L. Hull 
1330 Beech 
Plymouth, Mich. 48170 

Donald R. Kahn 
~01 Shoquoquon 
Burlin:ton, Iowa 52601 

Sweetm¢er Park 
555 East Second 
So. Salt Lake City, Utah 

M. J- Veith 
3808 65th st. 
Chicago, Ill 60629 

Richard B. SniTBly 
#1~ Storms Court 
Fort ~~dison, Iao 52627 

A. !. Kempher & E.M. Cangas 
1414 Johnson Sto 
Keokuk, Ia, · 52632 

J ohD lor. Kunze 
Burlington, Iowa 61415 



Illinois 
Department of 
Conservation . 

.... , (t ; I :r ~ I k Jl ~ I k )( rAt 1('1 

to: 

from : 

date : 

subject: 
Elbert So Buch 
6S .3 Oakland Ave. 
Elgin , Ill 60120 

Dean E-. Guthrie 
22~ Payne Sto 
ETanston, Ill 60201 

Dermot Kelly 
Burnside, Ill- 62318 

Lawrence J. At zinger 

office · 
memorandum 

3Dl Ave. H - Sheaffer Pen Co. 
Fort V~dison, Ia. 52627 

John Co Allen 
226 E • Howard 
Colfax, Ill 

Doyle 1.0 Hoyer 
42 Country Club Lane 
Fort Yadison, Iao 52627 , 

Dean Io Gabbert 
905 Soo Main Sto 
Fa.irfiela, Iao 52656 



Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street , NW 
Washington, DC 20005 -('-

May 27, 1981 RECC'''E'r.) 
Mr. John W. Linfield 
State Director 

.JUN 
Farmers Home Administration 
2106 West Springfield Avenue 
Champaign, IL 61820 

§"I r · .. ·. · r".FlCI! 
IU..J j ·~OIS 

Dear Mr. Linfield: 

We have received the additional information submitted with your letter 
of May 6, 1981, in which you support your determination that the proposed 
loan guarantee for the Nauvoo Hotel improvement project would have no 
adverse effect on the Nauvoo Historic District Nauvoo, Illinois, a 
property included in the Nationa eg er of Historic Places. The 
Executive Director objects to your determination because final plans and 
specifications have not yet been reviewed by the Illinois State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO). 

Pursuant to Section 800.6 (a)(2) of the Council's regulations (36 ··cFR 
Part 800), the Executive Director will withdraw this objection if the 
following conditions are met. 

1. 

2. 

The existing coach house will be rehabilitated in accordance 
with the recommended approach in the Secretary of Interior's 
"Standards for Rehabilitation." The final plans and specifi­
cations for both the rehabilitation and the new hotel will be 
submitted to the Illinois SHPO for review and comment prior to 
implementation of this project. 

Prior to initiating any ground-disturbing activities at the 
proposed site for the new hotel, the Farmers Home Administration 
will undertake an archeological survey by a qualified professional 
archeologist. Should archeological resources be located that 
may be eligible for inclusion in the National Register, the 
Farmers Home Administration will consider measures to avoid 
the resources or preserve them in place. If this is not 
feasible, a mitigation plan will be developed in consultation 
with the Illinois SHPO. 

If you agree to these conditions, please sign on the concurrence line 
below and return this letter to us. These will then be incorporated 
into your determination and the Executive Director will withdraw his 
objection to your determination of no adverse effect. 

In accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation 

• I 
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and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement 
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act ahd should be included in your records as evidence of your 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Act and the Council's 
regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

r an E. Tannenbaum 
'ef, Eastern Division 
of Project Review 

I Concur: 

r;JAMES D • RE IF itrECK 
Acting State Director 

6-16-81 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Pres-er . ation 

1522 K Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

July 7, 1981 

Mr. James D. Reifsteck 
Acting State Director 
Farmers Home Administration 
2106 West Springfield Avenue 
Champaign, IL 61820 

Dear Mr. Reifsteck: 

j,~-fed ;c ~ 6~ 
1~1' /) (' lc ~'-f/'-1 / 

/ 

On June 19, 1981, we received the concurrence to the conditions for your 
determination that the proposed loan guarantee for the Nauvoo Hotel improvement 
project would not adversely affect the Nauvoo Historic District, Nauvoo, Illinois, 
a property included in the National Register of Historic Places. A copy of 
the letter is enclosed. As you agree to these conditions, the Executive 
Director does not object to your determination of no adverse effect. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 
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UNlTED STATES 
DEPARl.'MEm' OF THE INTERIOR 

NAXIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Bu1ldi~ 

Nauvoo, Illinois 

Nauvoo, Illinois 1 was the headquarters a.nd principal town of the 
~rmons before the exodus westward tha·t took them first to Omaha 
and then on across the plaiDs and mountain.s to Salt Lake Valley. 
It was from here that the Mormons really bege.D their migration to 
Utah, one of the greatest mass movements o'£ people 1n the settle­
ment of the West. 

In 1839 the Morm.oDS begaD purchasing land at the little town of 
Commerce, Illinois, a.nd officially cllanged the name of the town 
the next year to Nauvoo, Which means "beautifUl place." They con­
structed about 250 houses to the first year of settlement there. 
The town~ laid out in a systematic fashion, with broad streets 
eroasin8 eaeh other at riibt ODgl.es. The homes were of brick, stone, 
B.Dd wood. Each had its prden 81l.d orcbard plot. In 1.841 the corner·· 
stom of a temple vas laid on a knoll which coJIID8.l'.lded a view ot the 
rapidly growing town. By the end of that ~~ nearly 10,000 Mormons 
had settled at Nauvoo, man,y ot them comins fr6m Europe. This M:>rmon 
communit y vas soon the lar t c1 ~y 1n Illinois. 

Nauvoo :flowiahed until 1.844-1845 when violence a.nd mob action broke 
out aaai nst the !-brmons, reaultine; in the death of Joseph Smith, 
their l (;ader. The growing hostility of Ste.te authorities to the 
sect at the same time made 1 t necessary for the Mormons to oonsider 
&DOt.her move. In 181f.6 moat of the Mormons abandoned the city and, 
under the leadership of Brigbam Young, be&an their great trek west­
ward which in 1.847 'bro\18ht them to SQ.lt Lake Valley. 

~tmy of the Mormon bu.ildinp of the 184o's survive 8lld tod.ay are 
used as homes in the town of Nauvoo Wllicb DOW has a population Of 

approximately 2,000. Among the surviving ltk>rm.on buildings are the 
Joseph Smith Homestead, the Mansi09 House (second home of Joseph 
Smi t.h) 1 the Brigham YoUD& Home, the Heber C. Kimball Home, the 
Nauvoo Masoni c Temple, the Wilford Woodru.tf Home, the Sidney Rigdon 
Home, the "Time e.D4 Seasons" Building, the John Taylor House, and the 
Old Momon Arsenal.. The Joseph Sm1 th Homestead aDd the Mansion House 
are preserved by the Reorp.nized Church. The "Times end Seasons" 
Building and the John Taylor House are maintained by the Church of 
,Jesus Christ of Latter Dq Saints in Sal t Lake City. The remainder 
are privately ownedo 

NSHSB 12-14-60 I 



l<'or:m 1Q-317a 
(~ept. ! 957) UNITED STATE£ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ... 

STATE 

Illinois I 
NAME(S) OF SITE 

Nauvoo, Illinois 

The population of Nauvoo grew very rapidly, augmented by converts 
from Europe and the United States. By the end of 1841, the population approached 
10,000 and Nauvoo was soon to become the largest city in Illinois . The lowlands 
were drained and the city assumed a more healthful aspect . Industries were 
founded which contributed immeasurably to the economic prosperity of the community. 
The Illinois state legislature granted a liberal city charter to Smith which made 
Nauvoo virtually a self-governing entity . 

Nauvoo continued to flourish until 1845, when mob outbreaks against 
the Mormons, the martyrdom of Smith the year before , and the growing hostility 
of the state authorities forced the Mormons to consider another move . The 
following year, the city was abandoned, as the Saints began their long trek to 
the Salt Lake basin. 

Remains : Although some of the buildings, including the temple, were 
destroyed by the mobs who entered Nauvoo on the heels of the Mormons , the city 
was largely preserved. Today, the town of Nauvoo has a population of only a 
couple thousand, but many of the dwellings erected by the Mormons still stand 
and are still occupied as homes • Among the surviving structures associated 
with the Mormons are: (1) the Joseph Smith Homestead, occupied by Joseph Smith 
after coming to Nauvoo in 1839; (2) The Mansion House , second home of Joseph 
SmitlJ;; (3) The Brigham Young Home; (4) Heber c. Kimball Home, one of the most 
beautiful of the century old homes in Nauvoo; (5) The Nauvoo Masonic Temple : 
(6) The \iilford Woodruff Home; (7) The Sidney Rigdon Home ; (8) "Time {Uld Sessions" 
Building; (9) John Taylor House; (10) Old Mormon Arsenal. The first two of 
these are being preserved by the Reorganized Church . The "Times and Sessions" 
Building and John Taylor House is maintained by the Church of the Latter Day 
Saints in Salt Lake City . 

U. S. GOVUHMtNT PRINTfNG O,ICE 16-/4.029- 1 















Sta.,dard Form No. 1036-Revised 
~ Form prE-scribed by 

Comptroiie r General. U. S. 
September lP. 1950 

(Gen. Reg. No. 51, Supp. No. 12) 

STATEMENT AND CERTIFICATE 
OF AWARD 

TlCilAL .PAn.. VlCE-----------
(Bureau 01· office) 

No. --.1.4..W1J-•41W------------· 
{Contract) 

Date ·~--11-.--1862 

.. .\lASHINGT --25-..J) •.. C.------------
<Location> 

FOR USE BY G. A. 0. ONLY 

METHOD OF OR ABSENCE OF ADVERTISING Indexed I Card I Reviewed I Date 

METHOD OF ADVERTISING 

1. By adYertising in newspapers. Yes 0 No Ill 
2. (a) By advertising in circular letters sent to __________________ ___ ___ dealers .. 

(b) And by notices posted in public places. Yes 0 No Ij 
(If notices were not posted in addition to advertising by circular letters sent to dealers, explanation o'f such omission must be made below.) 

ABSENCE OF ADVERTISING ) 
Federal Property ~d Admtntetratlve Servtc • 

Without advertising in accordance with . .Ac.t .. of..l949. . .. Amended .... Sec .... .l01. . .(.c.) .. (S.). ................... .. 
(Cite law pursuant to which contract was negotiated and the applicable section and paragraph thereof. If contract was negotiated 

under a public exie:ency which would not admit of the delay incident to advertising, or because of it being impracticable to secure com­
petition, state below or on the reverse hereof, the circumstances requiring negotiation.) 

AWARD OF CONTRACT 
Yes No 

A. To lowest bidder as to price (Expenditures) 0 0 

B. To highest bidder as to price (Receipts) 0 0 

CERTIFICATE 
I CERTIFY that the foregoing statement is true and correct; that the written findings required by law to be submitted with 

the contract in case of negotiation, upon a determination by the agency head or other authorized official that such method of 
eontracting is necessary, are attached thereto; that the total nur!lber of bids received is ____ ________ , and that where lower bids 
(tlxpenditure contracts) or higher bids (receipt contracts) as to price were received, a statement of reasons for their rejec­
tion, together with an abstract of bids received, including all lower than that accepted in case of expenditure contracts and 
all higher in case of receipt contracts, is given below or on the reverse hereof or on a separate sheet attached hereto; that the 
artiele11 or services covered by the agreement (expenditure) are necessary for the public service; and that the prices charged 
!lftl ,l\lllt and reasonable. 

nt of $15,000.00, twe n the 

United Statea of et 

Offlc r, retnefter ref ned to •• th 

1.. Turn r, Contractf.ng 

'VIrll'."ddl~t, and the u lve~dty 

of Utah, alt Lake City, Utah, repree nted by yclen G. Derrick, 

for 

rd of eg te, retnafter r ferre4 to •• the Co tr c r 

etu y tn c ctlon vtth the ational un y of lU.atortc lt • 

u.act!na. fficer------------­
~Titie> 

NoTE.-This statement and certifieftte will be used to support all agreements, both formal contracts and less formal agreements of whatever char­
art~r. involving the expenditure or ri:.'Ceipt of public funds. It must be executed and signed by the contracting officer (unless the award is mRrle by 
or· is subject to approval by an officer other than the contracting officer, when execution and signature may be made by such officer) . 

* U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTIN G OFFICE 16- 62733-1 
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NATIONAL $uRYEY OF HISTORIC SITE$,AND »9±LDINGS 

THEME kv • WESTWARD EXPANSION AND EXTENSION OF 
THE NA'l'l9~t f ~O:uNDARIES To M P&£If'IC I 18 30-1898 

SUBTHEME - OVERLAND MIGRATIONS WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI R:!VERV 

Sites Recommended for Classification of Exceptional Value 

/ 

v' 3· 

v 4. 

5· 

t/6 . 

v 7. 

8. 

9· 

Apache Pass, Arizona. Important pass on one of the southerlY 
overland routes to Califor~ia. C~iter~on No. 1. No record 
of action by the Advisory Boar~~ 

Pioneer Monument 1 Utah. Significant point on the Mormon 
Trail'to Salt Lake City. Criterion No. 1. No record of 
action by the Advisory Board. 

Tempfe Square, Salt Lake City.- Spiritual center of the _ 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints throughout. , 
the world. Criteria No~?. :). and 4. No record of action b~ 
the Advisory BOard. 

Nauvoo, Illinois • The place from which the Mormon migra'tioh · 
to Salt Lake City began. Contains many surviving buildings 
of the early Mormons} some of which were associated with the 
leaders. Criteria Nos. 1 and 4. No record of action by the 
Advisory Board. 

Robidoux Pass, Nebra~ka. Significant landmark and camping 
spot on the early Oregon-California Trail. Criterion No. 1. 
No record of action by the Advisory Board. 

Independence Rock, Wyoming. Kno-wn as "the great registry of 
the desert," this rock was one of the best known landmarks 
on the Oregon-California and Mormon Trails. Criterion No. 1~ 
No record of action by the Advisory Board. 

South Pass, WSoming. South Pass was the long looked for , 
crossing of t~e Continental Divide on the Oregon-Californi~ 
and Mormon Trails . Criterion No. 1. No record of ~ction 
by the A-dvisory Soard. 

Donner Camp, California. Site of one of the most tragic 
episodes of overland migration. Criterion No. 1. No record 
of action by the Advisory Board. 

Sutters Fort, Qalifornia. Site which epitomized California 
to k la.r~e m~jq:ri ty o;f' overl~q. emi~ants, and was t:Qe 
terl11i:pus and fpoal l'o:f,.nt fpr the forty-niiiers • Cri ~~~_dn.. No • 
1. NQ r~co:r(l 9f f+ctio~ b~ th~ AQ.vtsory l3oard. 

'!" l """' 



10 . Warner 's Ranch, California. One of' the famous l~dmarks on 
the southern route to California. Criterion No. 1. No recdrd 
of action by Advisory Board. 

11. Cataldo Mission, IS@o. Oldest build.i.ng in Idaho and the 
earliest Catholic' mission of the northwest. Criterion No.1. 
No record of action by Advisory Board. 

12. Fort Hall, Idaho. One of' the most famous of all the stations 
on the Oregon-Trail. Criterion No. 1. No record of action 
by the Advisory Board. 

13 . Spalding {Lapwai) J:vlission, Idaho. One of the earli~st f,rote.stall"t. 
missions in th~ northwest. · Cti~e~~qn N~. 1, ~o recor~ of · 
action by Advisory Board . 
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JMUVDQr-.THE BEAUTIFUL 
Kate B. Carter--Daughters of Utah Pioneers 

Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois, the headquarters of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from 1839 to 1846, is situated on the 

• 

east bank of the Mississippi river, near the head of what were usually call­
ed the 11Des Moine• Rapids," 12 miles by river above Keokuk, and 50 miles 
above Quincy. The name Nauvoo comes from the Hebrew language and signifies 
"beautiful location"• 

The history of Nauvoo commences with Captain Ja~ea White, a native of 
Ohio, who emigrated to Missouri Territory in 1818. In 1823-24, he located 
as a ·trader with the Sac and Fox Indians, who at tha~ time had a village 
of 00 lodges at the head of the rapids where Nauvoo afterwards was built. 
In 182/l- a treaty was made with these Indians by the Federal Government by 
which +-hey relinquished their lands on the east side of the river. Captain 
White induced the Indians to vacate in his favor in consideration of 200 
sacks of corn. On the site of this vacated Indian land Captain White oper­
ated a farm near the head of the Des·Moines Rapids. 

A few years later a post office, the first in Hancock County, was 
established near the White residence and called Venus. Captain White died 
in June, 1837. One of his sons, Hugh White, from whom the Church bought 
their first parcel of land in Hancock County in 1839, resided for many years 
near the old place. In 1843 ~ town was laid out by Joseph B. Teas and Alex 
White, about a mile up the river from Venus, and called Commerce. About 
three years later, in 1837, Commerce City, immediately above its namesake 
on the river, was laid out by two speculators from Connecticut. 

In the fall of 1838 a Latter-day Saint Elder by the name of Israel 
Barlow left the state of Missouri under the exterminating order of Governor 
Lilburn W. Boggs. Taking a northeasterly course he struck the Des Moines 
river a short distance above its mouth and traveled into Iowa where he was 
kindly received. He told the story of the persecutions of the Saints in 
Missouri and that his people were fleeing from that state in great numbers. 
They g~ve Elder Barlow a letter of introduction to Dr. I~aac Galland who 
own~ d considerable land i~ Commerce and vicinity. Subsequently the Church 
purchas ed this land, · and thus most of the Saints who had been expelled from 
Mir;t;ouri settled in Commerce. In 1840 it was incorporated as the city of 
Ii~V:Q£~ 

Na•woo had a phenomenal growth from an insignificant village, Commerce, 
to ? city of about 20,000 inhabitants. The city plat of Nauvoo was laid 
out in 8qURres and many fine residences were erected as people flocked in 
froll1 a l J. p~rts of the country ~ Many Latter-day Raint converts arrived from 
Great Britan, generally by way of New Crleans. A university was chartered 
by the Illinois Scate Legislature, school houses and churches built. 

The Nauvoo Legion was authorized by special act cf the Illinois Legis­
lature, in December, 1840. This act prov::.ded t~1o t ·cl· e Nauvoo City Council 
might organize the inhabitants of the city, uubject to military duty under 
the laws of the state, into an independent ~ucy of militia; but a subse­
quent amendment to the charter extended the same privilege to any citizen 
of Hancock County who might desire to attach hi~self to the Legion. The 
officers of the Legion were commissioned by the governor and the members 
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were required to perform the same amount of military duty as the regular 
State Militia. They were placed at the disposal of the mayor of the city and 
the governor of the state in executing laws, etcb The first election of 
o~ficers took place February 4, 1841 and resulted in Joseph Smith being una• 
nimously chosen Lieutenant-General, 

At first the Saints were permitted to live at peace with their neighbors, 
but later a mobocratic spirit, similar to the one that had harassed the Saints 
in Missouri• sprang up in Illinois leading to all kinds of complications and 
trumped up charges finally resulting in the assassination of Joseph and Hyrum 
S~ith at Carthage, June 27, 1844. Persecutions against the Saints continued 
until the whole membership of the Church in Nauvoo went into exile in the 
beginning of 1846, which led to the establishment of new homes and new eett~e­
ments for the gathering of theSaints in the valleys of the Rocky Mountains 
the following year under the leadership of Brigham Young. 

One of the most beautiful buildings in Nauvoo was the Nauvoo Mans~on, 
the residence of the Prophet Joseph Smith from 1843 until the time o! his 
martyrdom. Prior to 1843 the Prophet lived in a pioneer building on the 
c~rner of Main St. and Water St. 

The first newspaper publ~shed by the Mormons in Nauvoo was called the 
Nauvoo Neighbor. The firet edition was dated May 31 1843. It was published . 
in connection with the Times and Seasons and issued from the same printing 
office, with John Taylor as editor. During its existence of nearly three 
years it advocated boldly and ably the cause of the Saints at home and abro•d• 

The Nauvoo Temple was the second temple erected by the Latter-day Saints. 
It was built on an eminence ;n the center of Nauvoo near the east bank of 
the Miss~ssippi river. The cornerstones for this sacred edifice were laid .. · 
April 6. 1841, under th~ direction of the Prophet Joseph Smith. After his 
martyrdom the work was continued and finished under the direetion of Brigham 
Y~ung. On account of persecutions the temple was privately dedicated on 
April 30, 1846, with public ceremonies held the following day. The dimen• 
sions of this gray limestone building: two and one half stories high, 128' x 
88•, walls 65 1 in height. The tower over the front or west entrance had 
a total height of 165', cost about 81,000,000 1 largely voluntary donations 
of money, materials and labor. 

With the departure of the Saints from Nauvoo in 1846 the glory o! the 
city departed. The Nauvoo Temple was destroyed by fire by the mob on Oct­
ober 9, 1848. The people who purchased the property of the Mormons for a 
mere song, were not successful and the Ioarians, who followed, met with ser­
ious disaster ana disappointments in their efforts to rebuild the city of 
Nauvoo. Today the Latter-day Saint Church and its members are purchasing ·" 
som~ of the properties which are being renovated. Among these is the Heber 
C,. Kimball home which was recently dedicated as a restored Latter-day Saint 
home. 
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Miller, David E. Westward Migration of' the Mormons with Special 

Emphasis on the History of Nauvoo. Report submitted to the National 

Park Service, 1963. - • -
David E. Miller is on the faculty of the University of' Utah. He was 

a good choice as a contract historian in the sense that he is a cam-

petent Mormon historian and has access to many documents which might 

not be available to a gentile. The work is very bulky, covering 328 

pages with two pages of' bibliography. These include mid-century lee-

tures, magazine articles favorable and unfavorable, official histories 

written by Mormons and peripheral materials such as Hastings' The 

Emigrants' Guide to Oregon and California. The businesses or pro-

fessions of Nauvoo, including locations, owners or operators, included 

musicians, bakers, blacksmiths, lime kilns operators, undertakers 1 

selling Indian remedies and shoes 1 and two enterprising operators who 

conducted three establishments known vaguely as the •Joseph Smith 

Store• are listed in 21 pages of an appendix. All post masters from 

1830 until 1847 are listed. A similar number of pages are devoted to 

photographs of Nauvoo homes, some of them dated after the passing of 

the Mormons and possibly intended for removal. Numerous other pictures 

are included in the text. 

Much of the account is devoted to apt quotations from Latter-day Saints 

dwellers. A substantial background covers the section around Nauvoo 
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both under the Indian tribes and gentile settlers or explorers. The 

latter starting with Marquette and Jolliet in 1673. 

Mr Miller handles the intricacies of the Latter-day Saints' religion 

with candor and finesse. The revelations of Joseph Smith are treated 

as apparitions which he • claims• to have seen. The words Latter-day 

Saint and Mormon are used interchangeably. The author makes clear 

that the organization attracted same lawless elements despite the 

strenuous efforts of the leaders to discourage them. 

Polygamy which appears to have been restricted to polygyny was a 

deviation from normal standards that Mr. Miller does not try to explain 

but the practice was abhorred by the gentile neighbors and was a strong 

factor in creating enmity. Apparently the Nauvoo people also produced 

bogus money in large quantities. The murder of Hyrum and Joseph Smith 

by the gentiles created an atmosphere that precipitated the Nauvoo 

exodus, after which Brigham Young, who to most people was the leading 

Mormon, became the leader. Mr. Miller rightly attributes much o'£ the 

success of their remarkable westward migration to Mr. Young's administrative 

ability. 

The book is detailed and well documented with many references to individual 

Mormons. While exciting in places, it would appeal chiefly to persons 

particularly interested in the Latter-day Saints. 

I acknowledged receipt of the volume when it arrived. 

Jr~~ 
(} -J. Walter Coleman -, 

Washington, D. c. 



REPORT ON 
NAUVOO. IL ----~-LINOIS 



·ovember 1 • 1940. 

POTE nAL STATE M ORIAL (State Park) • 

STATEt Illinois 

NA!. E 0 F AFEA.t uvoo (Old Mormon Settlement) 

LOCATIO t Hancock Coun:tz. (50 miles north. by highway. from Quincy, · 
Illinois on the e stern bank of the ·asisaippi River) . 

POP"l.A'''I ON : auvoo (according to so e uthori ties) had population 
of 2o. ooo i.n 1846 when the 'ormons were e ·palled. Today the town 
n ~e a but a few hundred people . 

had a population or 26. 420 in 1930 showing 
substent a ecrease since 1910. It is esti eted that if present 
trends contin e the population will continue to decrease to pproxi­
mately 24~000 by 1960. 

Six counties . including H ncock. Hender on. arre , . e nough, 
Schuyler and Adams that are in whole or part within an approxim te 
35-mile r dius or Nauvoo, d a population of 158. 732 in 1930 which 
is esti sted to decrease to 150. 500 in 1960 due to decreasing r i cul­
tural land uae and increasing reforestation and grazing. Also due to 
decreaaing birth rate. 'fhe only place in this re on whore an in­
crease is anticipated ia at ~uincy, in d ms County, which is xpected 
to increase from 39 6 241 in 1930 to ab:>ut 45, 000 in 1960. 

In the consideration of Nauvoo .. a potential state recre tional 
area the population of the local region ae of less relative iQ-
portance because the appeal of auvoo ill undoubtedly be stat wide 

d nation-wide if intelligently developed. 

PHYSI CAL CilA P.J.C'I'"Pf'ISTICS t 

Scenic and Toto~raylic . The principal scenic charm or the site of 
a voo ie du e to i s r e ation to the ississippi River which at ibis 

point kes a re t bend. a voo ia loca ed on the inside curv or the 
river; almost on a prcrnontory i th the ajestic "F ther of ater " 

eeoing around 1 t . The old town of !Tauvoo was located on a gently 
slopin hillside th~t goes down to the river barik on the west and rises 
grad• ally on the eost to an e inenee where the ormon Temple once stood. 
Beyond this the land is r elatively level where the i~ ediate vicinity 
is now occupied by the ore modern town of auvoo . The site of the old 
town was commonly known as the "flats" and the temple st ood on the 



"hill" a pproxi tely equidistant from the river on three sides . 

Along the river,. on the Illinois ide,. to the north &.:l.d to the 
outh the valley i interesting but this is not an unusually eenic 
tr tch of river. There are no great bluf"fs.,. cliffs, exteruiive rug-

. ged areas or meander lands as are .found at 8Ql18 other locations along 
the Misaissippi. Tbe surrounding countr.y ia largely agricultur 1 and 
annually produces quantities of grapes fro which wine ie . d • Dairy­
ing and general farming are also engaged in. lloat of the land in this 
part of Illinoie was not original tiDi>er land but of loes origi 
Only small are of odland (usually in ravizwa and along 8 1 
atre ) exist today. 

Tranaportatio Nauvoo is located on State Hi hway o. 96 
which conn eta 6 iilea northe with State Highfty o. 9 which runs 
e st nd west and crosses the ~iasissipoi river at the Fort radison. 
Iowa toll bridge. Twelve miles south f auvoo~ High ay No. 96 con­
nects with State Highway No. 10. which also runs oa t and wo t and 
crosses t he 'isslssippi River at the Y.eokuk. Iowa toll bridge . Thus 
Tauvoo is conv nj ently aeceesible by h j gh:tray f ev ry oint of the 

c as • There are no direct railway connections b 1t several rail­
roada rovide tr ns ort tion to w:l. thin 10 or 15 He • 

AllVOO. 

Historic. Extensive references covering the h l story of the settle-
nt of · auvoo , starting about 1840 and ending about 1846 with t he 

forced dep rthre of the ormons , can be found in any large library or 
general refereno encyclopedia. The story b.ae been told often nd well 
A:n histo ry, biography and novel. Special reference i here - Ade• to the 
report of our Acting Regional Ri torian, r . Hurmnel , dated December 15, 
1939,. a copy of which is attached hereto. r . H el ' • report con-
tains 8 e exc ll nt advice regarding th inimum. rea th t should be 
acquired, et cetera. Rather than atte:tpt h r any further s ry of 
th historic f cte the effort will be limited to explaining why "'au o~ 
should become a St te emorial of a ticular type. 

There is no doubt, r .egarding the outstanding hi toric significance 
of the ormon o~ ent. This band ot courageous, thrifty and so timea 
adventurous people were inspired by a fervent faith in their chosen 
gospel . Even though repeatedly f; d to abandon their homes and 

ove on11 t . y succeeded not only in eventu lly establishing themselves 
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in a satisfactory manner but dded a brilliant chapter to the ro antic 
tale o.f the Great Northwest. The laborious conquest of a land that 
was pr ctically a desert when the ormona f'1 rst saw the Great Salt 
Lake is a story told to almost every child in ohool. It ia not so 
ell known generally that the 8 e dynamic peopl had previously built., 

in the a p ce of six short years . a thriving -d b utiful city of 20. 000 
inhabit ta on the eastern bank o£ th iasie ippi river in Illinois . 

Tm historic aignifioane of J;auvoo as it related to the e tablish­
ment of a State enorial (State Park) ia atated in the followi tour 
pointe& 

1. National igni.ficance. aUTOo has n tional his - rio signifi­
cance becau&e in 1840 to 1646 it as the rtain of a g roup of people 
destined to play an important part ( a an organize group) in the ope 
ing up d development of 'the ar eat. nta that tran8pired at 

auvoo led dir~ctly to an n i ration" which. especially at that t· • 
affected in an import nt way the d velo ent of the western states. 

he cover d wa ona of the o one • crossi the lains ere f'ollo ed 
in a few years by the 49'era set:~ki gold in California• and Great 
al t L e City became one of the ch·ef ources of s pr ly to t tr 

continental travelers . 

II . St te Significance. auvoo is a site of state historic igniti­
cence for the same reason · th t make it of national significance. Also 
it is a rather s d ~emori 1 to a period of bitter dissention in the 
state of Illinois• No doubt. in 1846 both side of the controversy felt 
that right was on their side. fter the unfortunate assassin tion of 
Joseph and Hiram Smith the ormons were practically forced to leave 
Illinois. That was alu;ost century ago and in that period the ' d&acend­
ant.s of the early Illinois settlers who stayed and th li~rmon outcasts 
who took the western trail have both prospered and both today point 
with rdonable pride to their progreas . 

III. Religious Significane • auvoo is of gre t significance to two 
different branches of the or on church or Latterday Saints as they call 
th ael~ • Both branchea of th church olatm Nauvoo as the consecrated 
spot where their founder and le dor w s ala1n and w re their people 
built a t ple and a city in six year-a. '.rh.at really is e use tor "point­
ing with pri " in any language and in 1840 there were no power shovels 
or electric drills. 
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IV. iauvoo as a Cul rural emorial . liot only id the 'ormons 
build a temple and a oit,y but very substantial portion o f their 
work re ins tod y . in a fair ata~e of reserv an. ·uch could be 
repair d. uch could be rebuilt and buildings r s~ored could be fur­
nished as t y were a hundred years ago. A midwestern city as it waa 
in 1840 could be reborn at auvoo effectively. Th old ton re-
mained part trcm the new Nauvoo which 1a aliOOat entirely east ot 
State Highway Ilo. sa. while old auvoo gradually sank into what will 
soon be obli non unless a mowment now sta ing reveraea the proaeas 
o! decay and desertion. 

Here the tide of progress has passed by. leaving what today is a 
rare opportunity to renew and m orialize a period of our history w n 
culture was struggling to gain a foothold. where the enterprising 
"early settlers• were tryin to bring or er and civilization to a vir in 
country. !auvoo in 1840 must have been uoh the a e in rany ways as 
do~ens of o er communi ties s rug Hng to establish themselves . Th 
peopl ilt their hous s in the same way. They cleP-red land• planted 
f i elds. e t~blished snall industrial centers and worked hard. 

Virginia• • illi sburg11
, a me orial to a great cul tur 1 period, 

ee~s no ore represent ative of e formative period n the development 
of the State of Virginia than is old auvoo of early Illinois. 1n it 
first quarter century as a stat e . This co .parison cannot be carried 
too f r t here is an opportunity that w111 not come S~gain to ereor i ­
ali~e a period which as decades grow into centuries will become more 
dearly cheri shed. 

Arehi tectural and Other Physical Remains. 

The Mormon te!nple is entirely obliterated except for a few frag• 
menta . The des true tion by fire and the elements and the later use of 
materials in the construction of n:.ore buildinga at lauvoo completely 
stripped the site (above ground) . The ormon church is said to be 
gi 'Ving consideration to the possibility of restoration of the temple 
as a church orial . 

The old Carthage . Illinois . j il (about twenty- five miles south­
east of Nauvoo) where Joseph and Biram Smith were killed has already 
been restored• with &OJ:le cooper tion between the ormon church a t Salt 
Lake City and the State of Illinois . It should be noted however that 
this particular job of "restoration" was only partially well done . 
Deviation from origin 1 conditions was rather freely employed to 
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accommodat ~o rEnood~rn living quarters fo r the custodian. A ~; rcen 
asphaltic shingle roof seems a crowning indignity that pr o bly re• 
aul ted from someone' s false aense of economy. Some parts -f" the 
rastorat ion work appear to have been well done . This i given par­
ticular ention because it is desired to stress the impo rtance of all 
:future reator t~on worlc being first carefully studied and later care­
fully executed in an authentic manner. Only a• thentic restor tion 
is jus tifiable . 

Other f ous buildings that re, ain in a ore or less preserved 
state include ~ The Joseph Smith HOmestead, where Joseph Smith first 
lived at auvoo and near where he and hi s brother Hiram and leter his 
wife ere buried. 

The nsion House. Second residence of Joseph Smith. 

John ~ aylor Rouse. He succeeded Bri 
o~ons-Bt Salt Lake City. 

Young es president of the 

T ea ~ Se sons Bl.llldings . Church paper was published here . 

Brigham Young Ho::ne . Leader of the l ormona to Utah. 

auvoo Houso. Hotel on the waterfront •. 

In addition to the above there are 
for r public establis~enta. 

y or pri v te dwellings and 

The arc hi teeture is quite varied. including a wide range of design. 
Log , stone, brick and frame construction occurs in different s~etures 
and the designs vary fram the simpl at to more pretentious types re­
presentative of good building practice of a century ago. As in other 
iddle est ern towns of the per iod the style of architecture was pat­

terned after the types that preceded or were contemporary in the East­
ern Sta s . he prototypes of the a voo houses were the Seventeenth 
Century houses of ew England and Pennsylvania. Old records yield many 
intere ting accou nts and dese ri~tions and without~ubt these (now on 
file in v rious places) a well as records not y t brought to light 
should furnish source deta fro wh oh t o develop an accurate restoration. 

In addition to the bu i l din~s and the records . a great quantity of 
oontempor ry ft.; rnishings . irr.pl e:.nents and articles of dooestio utility 
and orrament exist in the possession of various individuals and org~ 
izations that could no doubt be obtained for use in furnishing and 
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equipping a memorial village, museums . et cetera. 

Successf~l completion of thi s job will de nd the best talent 
(in many fields of study and technical knowledge) th t the State and 
otr er interes t ed enoies can supply. 

REC l-RA "r!ONP.L POSSIBILITI ES. 

Obviously the most intere ting recreational ctivity possible at 
Nauvoo will be highly cultural , consisting of perception and ccn­
templa ~ion , with the aid not of ~odels but of origin 1 structures and 
authentic reproductions of buildings , gardens, industries, and com­
mercial , ocial an religious establishments such as were used by the 
early settlers of the upper iasissippi valley--our great, great 
grandfathers or their contemporaries . An understanding of the phys­
ical aspects of that period of our national history ln the Upper 
iasiasippi valley can be better taught and more thoroughly com­

prehended in that 1ay than in any other. The throngs which every year 
visit illiamsburg. Virginia d on tr te the t endous popular appeal 
of that very elaborate restorat ion and, in a aller way~ similar de­
monstrations at Spring Mill Stat Park, Indiana and New Salem State 
Park, Illinois, show beyond a doubt the public reaction to be expected. 
It is obvious that if and when the issia ip i Parkway develops, Nauvoo 
is on the "main line. " 

Accommodations will be requ5.red for day use and week-end visitors 
and perhaps for some visitors who will choose to Sf.'end entire vacation 
periods in the vicinity. 

ArePs for more active types of recreation will be needed. These 
will include especially picnic facilities in attractive natural se~ 
tings . .!l eal service of several type and possibly some overnight ac­
COl!l."lodat ions will '"-e required .. probably through cooper t ion with local 
citizens. Some camping facilities ~ay be needed but this should be a 
very tr inor development to accom.'Ilodate visiting transients for a few 
days at a ti .e. 

6 



i f a 
enee 
done 
l!ltat. 

Acquiai tion. 

Suggeste Outline or Obj t:ves. 

-
t 

cqui re state control or a ll lend (for.nerly part o old Iauvoo} . 
This ay not requl.re 100"/t State 011ner hip. 

cquire ownership o f a suitable rea for picnicking and other 
active recreation outside the limits of the old town. 

Administration. 

A a t nt of policies for the develop:nent of this aroa to b e 
roll ed by the State sho~ld be placed in writing. The ta ent should 
be drafted with du consideration to the obj cti vee and opinions of 
o ther ar,enciee cooperating. 

Sp cial consider tion should be iven tot' 

1 . en urcs to insur e continuous State cont rol . 
2 . Type of recreat ion 1 actiVi tie to bO provided. 
:;. Possible rela t ion hip to the oroposed 1 a iasippi Park:w$y. 
4. la t ionship with both branches of •ormon Church. 
5. How will developm nt and op ration e financed? If this 

e'!:lor i al is carried thro g h it will tf!ke plenty of money 
no t only to develop but to operat • Will it be self• 
upporting to ~ extent: 

6. lationehip to present city of nauvoo .. 

Pl nning. 

Under the direction of the State ' s adminia t ration. planning should 
proce --based of course on the written policy adopto • A aster Plan 
s hould g i ve especial con i doration to the fo llowing: 
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1. Preparation of a well defined and t~pproved plan before any con­
struction is permitted. 

2. Con idert~tion of val uea of ational , State, local nd church 
significance . 

3. Study of Nauvoo tiS t1 repreeentati 1Jante Bellum" community 
in the lTpper issiesipni v lley. 

4. Archi t&cture of the early lineteenth Century. 
5. Authentic rest orat ion. 

Operation. 

It m y se very prem"ture to even consider the proposed o•'ere.tion 
of t1 proposed memorial but t leas t two item sho db e entioned every 
time thi subject is brought up f or discussions 

1 . A wise , experienced. competent . patient, persi stent, admin­
istrator in charge. (This refers to the erson who would 
correspond to a park superintendent) . 

2. one1 to operate will co e from endowment and/or taxation 
andfor income. .hether either or all of th se methods are 
used a a tisfactory financial solution will probably be a 

requent subject of conversat ion in so e of our best con­
ferenc circles. 

• 
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Sources : 

Illinois Planning Commission correspondence files and 90pul tion 
st ti t'cs . 

Illinois Park , Parkway nd f~cre tion Are Study. 
Illinois Dep rtment of Public orks an Building • 
University of Illinois oil pa and repor . • 

Church pamphlets ... both bra.nohes of ormon Church. 

Several county hi toriea. 

noyclopedi Americana. 

Fed ral riters Project (Illinois) . 

Re ional Office Review. 

Comciled by Bishop - ovember , 1940 (Revised) 

Distribution: 

l!i abington 2 Br nch of Historic ites (1) 
Recre .~-ion Pl ann:inP' h1.sion ( ·~ . 'i . ) 
tate SUpervisor 

Regional Office Library 
Inspector 
Park Autho i ty 
State Planning Commission 
File a 

• 
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by PAUL A. WELLINGTON 

THIS IS NAuvoo! As the motorist follows state 
Highway 96 into town, his casual glance picks 
out nothing unusual. Just another little Illinois 
town. But hidden under its quiet, stable surface 
lies a city of memories. For on this spot once 
flourished a thriving metiopolis. 

A New Home 
The year was 1839. A group of men had just 

purchased two homesteads in a beautiful horse­
shoe bend of the Mississippi. Now they could 
build homes for their displaced families. Only a 
few months before they had hurriedly crossed 
this same river on the ice, fleeing death and de­
struction. Once more they were located in a 
peaceful and quiet community. They had hopes 
of joy replacing sorrow, security replacing fear. 

Soon many houses and public buildings were 
under construction. A stone quarry was opened 
and a brickyard established; an expedition was 
sent out to cut and float lumber to the docks. 

Business was booming. People from far 
and near began arriving by the hundreds. 
Churches and schools were soon erected; a uni­
versity was chartered. Nauvoo was growing by 

Joseph Smith, 
founder of the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of lAtter Day Saints 

3 



Architect's view 
of Nauvoo Temple 

leaps and bounds It 
would soon be · the 
largest city in Illinois. 
Joseph Smith, the Lat· 
ter Day Saint ''proph· 
et," was again re· 
grouping his religious 
followers. 

The Beautiful Place 

Ea~li~r this young man had organized two 
flounshwg communities: one at Kirtland Ohio. 
the ot.her at Independence, Missouri. Kirtland 
had been the first temporary headquarters for the 
church he had been instrumental in organizin . 
Independence had been established as the perm~: 
ne~t /~s;,. fo~ developing a Christian community 
ca e wn. But the lawless hand of mob rule 
had for the moment destroyed their "Zion." 

Nauvoo, the "beautiful place" had at a I' 
date b e I d' ' n ear ter . e n an n tan vi~lage named Quashquema. 
Lteute?ant Zebulon Ptke, discoverer of Pike's 
~eak 10 Colorado, reported a trading post here 
to 18~5. ~ter two towns were plotted: "Com­
merce and Commerce City." But neither town 
developed ~~ was hoped by the planners. When 
~oseph Smtth and the Latter Day Saints arrived 
10 1839, most of the land was covered with tr~ 
and bushes, and not more than six or seven 
4 

crude buildings were standing-a storehouse, two 
blockhouses, and a few dwellings. Joseph Smith 
moved into a two-story log house on the river 
front, and he and the Saints started their task 
of building a city. 

With the help of political friends, the city was 
granted a liberal charter which made it virtually 
an autonomous state empowered to pass any laws 
not in direct conflict with the state and federal 
constitutions! Its court had power to issue writs 
of habeas corpus in cases involving local laws. 
The Nauvoo Legion, a unit of the state militia, 
was organized. The city's government was in 
operation. 

Agricultural and industrial problems were at­
tacked. Much of the land was low and swampy. 
(This land is today completely covered by the 
water stored above Keokuk Dam.) This swampy 
area was infested with malarial mosquitoes. 
Many of the members were stricken with malarial 
fever in the early months, but drainage ditches and 
deep wells for drinking water soon cleared up that 
danger, leaving fertile river bottom for farming. 

Above this lowland was a very fertile stretch of 
second bottom land; and still beyond, the land rose 
abruptly to a hill which stood almost exactly in 
the center of the open end of the horseshoe. This 
hill was designated as the site of a temple for re­
ligious worship; the second bottom land was the 
location of the main business district. 

Growth 
Work was started on a huge project of cutting 

a ship canal across the city from north to south. 
As the river came round its horseshoe bend, it 
dropped and went at once into the rapids just be-
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low the city. By means of a wing dam to divert 
the water at the upper end, the canal would have 
furnished limitless power for mills and factories, 
and also would have provided a means of bringing 
river boats to the back door of every store along 
the main street of the town. A river steamer was 
bought and commissioned to carry new converts 
and other passengers up the river from St. Louis. 

A press with type salvaged from one of their 
communities in Missouri was put into operation, 
and a new paper-the Times and Seasons-was 
started. - Early in 1841, this publication printed a 
document which contained instructions for the 
building of a temple and a hotel. The hotel was 
in great demand, for Nauvoo was fast becoming a 
center of travel. Ambitious domestic and foreign 
missionary work soon brought large migrations to 
Nauvoo from England and from other areas of 
the United States. By 1841, the population of the 
city had reached 3,000; during 1842 this figure 
increased to about 10,000. The Mansion House, a 
smaller residence erected to temporarily house 
Joseph Smith's family and the many visitors, was 
built in 1843, but because of the influx of 
people it was already outgrown before completion. 

In the 1841 message accepted as a revelation 
from God, instructions were given for the de­
tails of construction of the hotel. It read in 
part, "Let the name of that house be called Nau­
voo House, and let it be a delightful habitation 
for man, and a resting place for the weary trav­
eler, that he may contemplate the glory of Zion." 

Plans were soon drawn for the three-story 
brick hotel or boarding house with a frontage of 
half a city block. Construction was begun early 
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Mansion 
House 

in 1841, but at the moment of tragedy in 1844 
it was still incomplete. 

At the same time, the temple, a much more 
elaborate building, was started. It was built of 
gray limestone, was 128 feet long, 88 feet wide, 60 
feet high, and about 200 feet to the top of the 
tower. It had thirty hewn pilasters valued at 
$3,000 each. The valuation of the building was 
approximately $1,000,000 in materials alone. It, 
too, was incomplete when the Nauvoo Latter Day 
Saint community crumbled. 

With the rapidly increasing population (the city 
eventually surpassed 15,000), plans were needed 
to care for the needy. The women of Nauvoo 
organized themselves into the "Ladies' Relief So­
ciety," and the men built small homes and apart­
ments for the benefit of the widows of the com­
munity. Everyone willingly share.d with newcom­
ers until they could get themselves established 
and become self-supporting. 

Tragedy 

During the city's growth and expansion there 
were darker happenings. The earlier friendly 
overtures of those in political power in Illinois 
were changing. The people of Nauvoo held the 
balance of political power. The rest of the state 
was rather evenly divided between the Whigs and 
Democrats, and Nauvoo "voted off the tie." No 
matter which way Nauvoo voted, or by how small 
a majority, it incurred the enmity of one party or 
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the other, or sometimes both. Enemies of Joseph 
Smith in Missouri persisted in their attempts to 
harass him. Other charges were leveled at him 
by political leaders in Illinois. Following the de­
struction of a newspaper press declared a public 
nuisance, charges were filed against Joseph Smith 
and his brother Hyrum and other members of the 
Nauvo·o city council. Joseph and Hyrum went to 
Carthage, Illinois,. to answer the charges. 
There they were arrested and placed in jail. 
Shortly after live o'clock on the afternoon 
of June 27, 1844, an armed mob, with painted 
faces, stormed the jail. The two prisoners were 
killed-the Saints' leaders were dead. 

Events continued to worsen-the city charter 
was revoked; neighboring counties charged re­
peatedly that Nauvoo was the center of <>rganized 
bands of crime; the people were a confused and 
harassed band. To add to the confusion. Joseph 
Smith's son, Joseph III, had been designated as 
the successor to his father in the presidency of the 
church, but was not of sufficient age when his 
father was killed. Jealous men argued and strove 
for power, thereby splitting the church. Many 
~eople followed these various men, forming fac­
tiOns of the church in Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Oklahoma, Iowa, and Illinois. 

!n October, 1845, an ultimatum directing all 
Samts to leave the area was issued. Farmhouses 
were burned, citizens threatened. In the winter 
and spring of 1846, the last groups of people left 
NauvQo. Some settled in western Iowa, some in 
Minnesota, others went to Utah. A few peaceful 
Saints remained in Nauvoo and other near-by com­
munities. The family of Joseph Smith remained 
in Nauvoo. 
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In 1848, the temple was burned by vandals. 
Nauvoo was now almost a ghost city. Weeds grew 
in the streets. Rats scurried through the buildings. 
Only a handful of people continued living there. 

Jcarians 
In the spring of 1849, a small party of French­

men who called themselves the "Pioneers of Hu­
manity" stopped at the desolate city in search of 
a suitable location for the establishment of a 
communistic society based on the tenet "from each 
according to his ability and to each according to 
his need." Their venture flourished for a few 
years, but internal strife soon took its toll . The 
communistic collective dissolved at Nauvoo in 
1858 with the last "Icarians" (as they were 
known) leaving tn join comrades in a similar 
colony at Corning, Iowa. 

With the departure of the Icarians, a gradual re­
settlement began. Many who resettled Nauvoo 
were German immigrants who had fled their coun­
try in 1848. Most of the frame houses and build­
ings of the early 40's fell into ruin and were torn 
down. Nauvoo gradually scaled down to its pres­
ent size. 

Decline 
The "flat," or second bottom land, tells the 

tragic and violent story of Nauvoo's decline. Here 
was located the heart of business, industry, and 
homemaking. Today, the checkerboard pattern of 
streets remains, though often traced with difficulty. 
Main Street, once the principal business street, now 
has only a few houses on it, and no commercial 
buildings. Of the thousands of houses once cov· 

Nattvoo 
H ottse 



ering the 1,000 or more blocks of the city, only 
a relative few dot the city site. 

Sixteen years after the martyrdom of Joseph 
Smith, the church was again established in Nau­
voo. It continues to be a part of the community 
today. 

Nauvoo Today 

A few rema1mng buildings of early Nauvoo 
history have been preserved and restored by the 
memb~rship of the Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. The Joseph Smith 
Homestead, the Mansion House--second home of 
the prophet-the Nauvoo House, and other historic 
dwellings are owned and maintained by the 
church. It also maintains a year-round guide serv­
ice through the Joseph Smith properties, and does 
considerable research in locating the sites of im­
portant buildings that have been destroyed and in 
determining identity of original owners of early 
homes. 

Mansion House (foreground ) Nauvoo H ouse (at 1·iver's edge) 

The Joseph Smith 
Old Homestettd 

1. THE HOMESTEAD was the first home of the 
Smith family in Nauvoo. The original log por­
tion of the building is the oldest house now 
standing in Nauvoo. Two sections were added 
to the_ original: a frame left wing, and a rear 
extenswn. Owne_d by the Reorganized Church, 
the Homestead 1s furnished with antiques; a 
number are original pieces which belonged to 
the Smith family. 

2. THE GRAVES OF JoSEPH, EMMA, AND HYRUM 
SMITH lie on the river side of the Homestead. 
The bodies of the prophet, his wife, and his 
brother were placed in the present burial plot 
m _192?. Previously, Joseph's and Hyrum's 
bod1es had been secretly buried under a bee-
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house a short distance away. The Reorganized 
Church sponsored a search party which dis­
covered and positively identified the bodies. 
Two base stones from the pilasters of the 
Nauvoo Temple have been placed within the 
burial plot. Burials of other Smith family 
members are also in this same cemetery plot. 

3. THE MANSION HOUSE, built Ill 1543, was 
Joseph Smith's home until his death in 1844. 
Members of his · family continued to live there 
until 1881 when they moved to the church head­
quarters then at Lamoni, Iowa. The Mansion 
House originally contained 22 rooms, 10 of 
which were bedrooms for hotel accommoda­
tions . The hotel wing was torn down in the 
late 1880's ?r early 90's. Much of the build­
ing is origmal construction. The interior has 
been restored and is substantially the same as it 
was when Joseph Smith lived there. 

4. THE NAuvoo HousE was begun in 1841 as a 
boardinghouse. It was to have been L-shaped, 
with a length of 120 feet along the main street 
and the same dimensions along the river front. 
Construction ceased with the death of Joseph 
Smith. Plans were later altered and the build­
ing was completed as it now stands today. Por­
tions of the foundation as originally planned 
still stand. 

5. THE SECOND Times and Seasons BUILDING, two­
story, red brick, is now unoccupied. The first 
building's site is marked by foundation stones. 
The Times and Seasons was a biweekly church 
publication prior to 1845. 

6. THE SIDNEY RIGDON HOUSE is owned by the 
Reorganized Church. It served as the first post 
office in Nauvoo. Rigdon was one of the first 
converts to the early church. He was associated 
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with Joseph Smith as a member of the "presi­
dency" when Smith was assassinated. 

7. THE SITE OF NAUVOO TEMPLE is now the lo­
cation of numerous buildings, at the end of the 
present business district. Nothing remains of the 
temple to mark its location. In its day it was an 
imposing ~ite with unusual symbolic decorations 
worked in stone. Each huge pilaster had a 
base stone carved with a representation of a 
quarter moon, and a capstone carved with a 
sun surrounded by rays. Above that was a rep­
resentation of a star. The temple was topped 
by a tower reaching a height of about two hun­
dred feet. 

8. AN lCARIAN ScHOOL made from the stone 
remains of the temple now occupies the south­
west corner of the temple lot. It is now used as 
a Catholic school. 

9. SITE OF JOSEPH SMITH'S STORE is only one 
block from the Mansion House. The store was 
probably built in 1841. The upper floor in­
cluded Joseph Smith's office and a larger council 
room where upon one occasion he blessed and 
designated his oldest son, Joseph Smith III, to 
be his successor as prophet-president of the 
church. The first congregation of the Reor­
ganization in Nauvoo met in the upper room 
of this store. 

10. HOME OF WILLIAM MARKS, president of the 
Nauvoo Stake and on the High Council of 
the church prior to death of Joseph Smith in 
1844. William Marks later became counselor to 
Joseph Smith III in the Reorganization. 
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I. Joseph Smith Homestead • I 
2. Nauvoo House; R.L.D.S. ~ 

Guide Office 
3. The Three Graves 
4. Mansion House 
5. Site of Joseph Smith's 

Store 
6. Home of William Marks 
7. Site of Hyrum Smith Home 
8. Site of first "Times and 

Seasons" Building 
9. Home of Orson Pratt 

10. Early Latter Day . Saint 
Home 

II. Old Ferry Landing 
12. Site of Captain James 

White Home 
13. Site of" Seventies Ha II 
14. Home of Judge Joseph B. 

Noble 
15. Home of Brigham Young 
16. Second "Times and Sea­

sons" Building 
17. Almon Babbitt Home; 

L.D.S. (Utah) Guide Office 
lB. Jonathan Browning Home 
19. Site of John Taylor Home 
20. Nauvoo Branch, Reorgan­

ized Church 
21. Masonic Temple 
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22. Orson Hyde Home 
23. Lyons Store 
24. Home of Lucy Mack Smith 
25. Home of Heber C. Kimball 
26. Home of Lorin Farr 
27. Home of Wilford Wood­

ruff 
28. Temple Site 
29. Nauvoo Legion Arsenal 

Building 
30. Site of Parley P. Pratt 

Home 
31. Home of Orson Spencer 

32. Early settler's home, Mu-
seum, Nauvoo State Park 

33. Home of John Smith 
34. Home of James Mulholland 
35. Home with German in-

scription, west gable, 
Dutch Oven Tea Room 

~ 
36. Duplex Home of E. Snow 

and N. Ashby 
37. Site of Match and Powder 

factory for Nauvoo Legion 
38. South wing of first hotel 
39. Home of Sidney Rigdon, 

counselor to Joseph Smith; 
first Nauvoo post office 

A. Methodist Church 
B. Presbyterian Church 
C. Christ Lutheran Church 
D. New Benedictine Mother 

House and Chapel 
E. Benet Hall 
F. SS. Peter and Paul's 

Catholic Church 
G. St. Mary's Academy for 

Girls 
H. Nauvoo Milk Products 

Plant 
I. Nauvoo Hotel 
J. Pioneer Motel 
K. Windy Lane, Whole 

Wheat Flour Mill 
L. R.L.D.S. Reunion Grounds 



about the 

Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints 

The sponsor of this guide book is a Restora­
tion movement. Its founder, Joseph Smith, had 
a series of religious experiences beginning in 
1820 which Jed to the organization of the church 
in 1830. 

The "Restoration" idea was a new thought when 
presented in the early nineteenth century. The 
dominant Christian church for centuries had been 
the Roman Catholic church, an organization claim­
ing to exist by right of "succession"-a continua­
tion of the New Testament church. 

Only two or three centuries before Smith's ex­
periences, a number of men had deflected from the 
"mother church;' and had established "protesting" 
groups. The leaders of these churches felt the 
Catholic church had degenerated in morality and 
doctrine, and they set for themselves the task of 
"reforming" the philosophy of Christendom. The 
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Lutheran, Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist, anct 
many other churches came into existence with 
this movement. 

Now Joseph Smith came forward with the claim 
that not only had the medieval church dege~er­

ated but it had lost ali authority to represent God. 
He insisted that the authority to minister in the 
name of Christ must be "restored" directly from 
God. These strong convictions had been reached 
as a result of his numerous experiences. 

Early in 1829, Smith and a companion, Oliver 
Cowdery, asserted they had received this "re­
stored authority." They were ordained to the 
''priesthood." In this year the Book of Mormon 
was sent to the publishers. Smith said this book 
was a religious record of prehistoric Americans 
who had come from Bible lands centuries before 
the birth of Christ. In this book was to be found 
the fundamental, uncorrupted "principles of the 
fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ," as taught 
by these early Americans. They coincided with 
Bible teachings but were clearer and more com­
plete. He maintained that divine direction had 
led to the book's discovery and translation. 

April 6, 1830, six young men participated in 
the service formally organizing the Church of 
Jesus Christ. The name "Latter Day Saints" was 
added by revelation to the name. Joseph Smith 
continued to bring the "revealed will of God," 
and a vigorous missionary program began. Dur­
ing the next fourteen years, the church reached a 
membership of about 200,000. The six funda-

17 



mental principles listed in Hebrews 6: 1, 2 were 
the basic doctrines. A strong emphasis was placed 
on building "the kingdom of God on earth." This 
kingdom was called "Zion." 

Latter Day Saint communities were established 
first at Kirtland, Ohio, and later at Independence, 
Missouri. Mob violence, brought about by great 
differences of belief on the slavery issue, even­
tually culminated in the Saints' expulsion from the 
state qf Missouri. Following the Nauvoo disaster 
and the scattering of the Saints, a nucleus reorgan­
ized in 1852 awaiting the leadership of Joseph 
Smith's son, Joseph III. In 1860, young Joseph 
joined the movement and became its prophet· 
president. Following a few years in the Nauvoo 
area, Joseph III established headquarters in Plano, 
Illinois. Later, church headquarters was set up 
in Lamoni, Iowa; and in the early 1900's it was 
moved again to Independence, Missouri . 

Today, Independence is the busy center of a 
world-wide church. W. Wallace Smith, the grand­
son of the first prophet of the church, is the pres­
ent president and prophet. The leaders and mem­
bers of the church still have as their central ob­
jective the building of communities founded on 
Christian principles. They expect to establish a 
"kingdom of righteousness" that shall be an ex­
ample to the world. You are invited to further 
study their beliefs and teachings. 
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Auditorium, Independence, Missouri 64051. 
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been restored and is not open to the 
public. 

The first room entered on the second 
floor of the east wing of the house is 
furnished as a bedroom. Beyond it is a 
second bedroom, not yet restored. 

Descending the east stairway, on the 
right hand side is a wood-panelled dining 
room. East of this dining room is another 
room, not open to the public. 

HISTORY OF THE HOUSE 

Several times during the century fol­
lowing the Mormon exodus from Nauvoo, 
the Kimball home was threatened with 
destruction, but fortunately its demoli­
tion was averted. In 1954, Dr. J. LeRoy 
Kimball, of Salt Lake City, Utah (a 
great-grandson of Heber C. Kimball), 
purchased the property, then in a dilapi­
dated condition. He commenced a restora­
tive renovation of the building and out­
fitted it with authentic furnishings of 
the period. In July, 1960, the building 
was re-dedicated at a public ceremony. 

This act of foresight on the part of 
Dr. Kimball was the real beginning of 
the current restoration of old Mormon 
Nauvoo. He was the first to envision the 
possibilities of Nauvoo, who undertook 
such a project with his own financial 
J"esources. 

NOTE: Historical research to date indicates the 
foregoing information is accurate. Further in­
vestigation may alter statements made herein. 

a publication of 

NAUVOO RESTORATION, INC. 

P.O. Box 215 

Nauvoo, Illinois 62354 

THE HEBER C. KIMBALL HOME 

THE MAN 

Heber Chase Kimball was born in Ver­
mont in 1801 and died in Salt Lake City, 
Utah Territory, in 1868. From Vermont 
he moved to Mendon, New York, where 
he owned and operated a pottery. There 
he married Vilate Murray in 1822. He 
also met Brigham Young, a carpenter, 
joiner, painter, and glazier, who had been 
born in Vermont the same year as Mr. 
Kimball. 

Young was a Methodist, Kimball a 
Baptist. In 1832, both joined the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
From this time, until the end of Kim­
ball's life, both devoted a major part of 
their time to promulgating the Mormon 
religion. 

Young and Kimball · departed from 
Nauvoo for Utah in February, 1846. The 
following year, Young was sustained as 



president of the Mormon Church. He 
selected Heber C. Kimball as his first 
counselor in the presidency, which office 
Mr. Kimball heid until his death twenty­
one years later. 

THE KIMBALL HOMES 

The history of the various Kimball 
homes in Nauvoo illustrates the deter­
mination of the Mormons who built Nau­
voo between 1839 and 1846, to improve 
their economic, social, and cultural wel­
fare. They struggled to gain increasingly 
better homes and more creature comforts. 

In May, 1839, Heber C. Kimball arrived 
in Nauvoo with his family in destitute 
circumstances. He wrote in his journal 
that he: " ... pn!led down an old stable 
and laid up the logs at the back of the 
Bozier house, putting a few shakes on to 
cover it." 

Two months later he erected a larger 
hewn-log house on a lot a half mile east 
of this site. 

Returning from missionary work in 
England in July, 1841, he purchased the 
property where his home now stands 
(Block 106, Lot 3). Sometime later on this 
lot, Heber C. Kimball erected a log house 
and a brick room. There the family re­
sided until the Autumn of 1845. Between 
May 8th and September of 1845, the two­
story structure was built. No date is re­
corded when the family moved into the 
more commodious quarters, but it was 
before the building was thoroughly com­
pleted. This is indicated by the proud 
owner's Journal which records a social 
gathering in the unfinished house on 

October 13, 1845, at which Mrs. Ann 
Hughlings Pitchforth had played selec­
tions on his piano. On November 8th fol­
lowing he wrote that two painters finished 
painting his home, " ... which makes a 
completion both inside and out." 

The Kimball family, consisting by this 
time of six children, enjoyed the comfort 
of their home only five months. Being 
unable to sell it at the time of the exodus 
of the Mormons, they abandoned their 
home, leaving on February 4, 1846, for the 
Rocky Mountains and the Far West. 

THE BRICKWORK 

Some of the finest masons in Nauvoo 
laid the brick in the intricate Flemish 
bond pattern of this Federalist style 
dwelling. The front door has a unique 
feature found in only one other surviving 
Mormon-era building in lower Nauvoo. 
It is a circular arch, made of over-size 
arch bricks. (The same design is found 
above the front door of the home of 
William Weeks, the Temple architect.) 
The picturesque stepped fire-gables con­
tain the chimneys and have a distinctive 
diamond-shaped design of glazed bricks 
in the masonry. Double bricks inserted 
in the west wall contain the date "1845." 
On .the second story of the front wall 
is a stone bearing the inscription "H.C.K. 
1845." 

THE FLOOR PLAN OF THE HOUSE 

As one enters the house. on the left is 
the large parlor. Parlors of a hundred 
years ago and more were not in daily use. 

They were reserved for special functions, 
such as formal visits. weddings, funerals. 
and a place where the young folks could 
do their "sparking." The large fireplace 
\Yas designed not as <'t cook ing hearth. 
but to warm the room. 
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Sketch of floor plan of the Kimball home as it 
appears on the end pages of one of Heber C. 
Kimball's journals. 

North of the parlor is a smaller room. 
On a sketch of the floor plan of this 
building the owner designated this as 
"V. K. bedroom" [VilaLe Kimball , his 
wife]. 

Ascending the stairs, a large family 
living room is seen in the southwest 
corner. 

North of this room is a smaller room, 
probably used as a study or bedroom. 

The third floor was formerly divided 
in two or three bedrooms. It has not yet 



been restored and is not open to the 
public. 

The first room entered on the second 
floor of the east wing of the house is 
furnished as a bedroom. Beyond it is a 
second bedroom, not yet restored. 

Descending the east stairway, on the 
right hand side is a wood-panelled dining 
room. East of this dining room is another 
room, not open to the public. 

HISTORY OF THE HOUSE 

Several times during the century fol­
lowing the Mormon exodus from Nauvoo, 
the Kimball home was threatened with 
destruction, but fortunately its demoli­
tion was averted. In 1954, Dr. J. LeRoy 
Kimball, of Salt Lake City, Utah (a 
great-grandson of Heber C. Kimball), 
purchased the property, then in a dilapi­
dated condition. He commenced a restora­
tive renovation of the building and out­
fitted it with authentic furnishings of 
the period. In July, 1960, the building 
was re-dedicated at a public ceremony. 

This act of foresight on the part of 
Dr. Kimball was the real beginning of 
the current restoration of old Mormon 
Nauvoo. He was the first to envision the 
possibilities of Nauvoo, who undertook 
such a project with his own financial 
J"esources. 

NOTE: Historical research to date indicates the 
foregoing information is accurate. Further in­
vestigation may alter statements made herein. 
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he married Vilate Murray in 1822. He 
also met Brigham Young, a carpenter, 
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Kimball. 

Young was a Methodist, Kimball a 
Baptist. In 1832, both joined the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
From this time, until the end of Kim­
ball's life, both devoted a major part of 
their time to promulgating the Mormon 
religion. 

Young and Kimball · departed from 
Nauvoo for Utah in February, 1846. The 
following year, Young was sustained as 



THE WILFORD WOODRUFF 
HOUSE 

Wilford Woodruff, the builder and first 
owner of this red brick house standing on 
the corner of Durphy and Hotchkiss Streets 
in Nauvoo, Illinois, was a native of Farm­
ington, Connecticut, having been born 
there in 1807. He learned the trade of flour 
miller in his father's mill and when about 
twenty-five years of age migrated to Os­
wego County, New York, where he engaged 
in farming. There he heard Mormon mis­
sionaries, believed their message of a mi­
raculous restoration of the gospel through 
Joseph Smith, and was baptized into The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints on December 31, 1833. From that 
time until his death sixty-five years lat.er 
at the age of ninety, he was one of the most 
energetic and devoted leaders of that 
Church. In 1839 he was ordained as one 
of its Twelve Apostles, and at the age of 
eighty-two was selected as president of his 
Church. Due to his sincerity and persuasive 
abilities he personally converted and bap-



tized more people into the Mormon Church 
than any o~her person in its history, the 

. number bemg approximately two thou­
sand. 

. _\Vhile residing in Kirtland, Ohio in 1837, 
Wilford Woodruff married Phoebe Carter 

- of. Searsboro, Maine. She bore him nine 
children, four of whom resided in this 
house. 

Wilford Woodruff was the most persis­
t~nt .dia:ist in the Mormon Church during 
h1s hfebme. He made entries almost daily 
t~roughout more than half a century of 
his personal activities and those of his fel­
low religionists, and relates page after 
page of incidents concerning his residences 
on this lot. 

THE FIRS'T NAUVOO 
WOODRUFF RESIDENCE 

The Woodruff family, consisting of the 
parents and their eight-month-old daugh­
ter, first arrived in Nauvoo (then known 
as Commerce) in May, 1839. No housing 
was available, so they moved into one room 
in the abandoned army barracks of Ft. Des 
Moines, located across the river at Mont­
rose, Iowa. Shortly thereafter, he was as­
signed by Joseph Smith, the Mormon 
prophet, to proselyte in Great Britain. This 
occupied his time from August, 1839 until 
he returned to Nauvoo on the sixth of 
October, 1841. Six days later he purchased 
a log house for $85.00 and on the nine­
teenth made this entry in his journal: 

... it took 3 skiff loads to carry us & 
our things over 3 then took them in a 

wagon & carried them to our house 
.. . . under a roof of my own it being 
the first time that I have ever en­
joyed such a privilege since we were 

married. 

Apparently the house lacked facilities for 
cooking and heating, so two days later he 
commenced to add a sawed-lumber bed­
room and a chimney with an open hearth 
where Phoebe could do the cooking. This 
combination log and frame dwelling stood 
somewhere on this lot and was their resi­
dence (except for some absences caused by 
missionary and other Church assignments) 
until he moved into the present brick struc-

ture. 

THE RED BRICK WOODRUFF HOUSE 

During his sojourn at Nauvoo, Wilford 
Woodruff served for a period as commis­
sary for the Nauvoo House, a large hotel 
which was then under construction, and 
later as business manager of the Church 

printing plant. 

A year and a half following his return 
from Great Britain he made this journal 
entry under date of May 22, 1843: 

Several of the brethren proffer to as­
sist me to brick and other materials 
& help me put it into a house. Brother 
John Fidoe would superintend the 
building so on this 22nd day of May 
we went on to the ground and staked 
out the dimensions of which are as 
follows laid out in lot no. 1 in block 
106 in the city of Nauvoo fronting Dur­
fee street on the east. It is to be 32 x 20 

~------------- -------



in the clear, two stories high built of 
brick. I cleared away my ground and 
commenced digging my cellar for my 
house. 

He recorded that about a dozen of his 
n_eighbors assisted him, and by the twenty­
fifth the exca.vation was completed, and 
he had commenced digging his well. On the 
twenty-sixth some masons and tenders 
commenced to lay the stone foundation and 
by the tenth of June the stonework was 
completed, with Wilford Woodruff work­
ing alongside the laborers day after day. 

At the brickyard he loaded 7,000 bricks 
and hauled them to his lot. Lime, sand, and 
lumber were obtained, but the shortage of 
masons caused a delay of three weeks be­
fore the brickwork was commenced. When 
the walls were about two feet high, the 
shortage of window and door frames caused 
a de_lay and work was suspended until fall. 
Durmg this time Wilford Woodruff com­
pleted digging and rocking his well, then 
accepted a missionary assignment away 
from Nauvoo, returning on the fourth of 
November. Nine days later the brick­
masons were at work again, and shortly 
before Christmas the brickwork was com­
pleted. He then secured materials for the 
r~of. Apparently he did much of the work 
him~elf but hired craftsmen to install his 
co~mce and the gutter to carry the soft 
ramwater to the cistern, where it was 
stored for the family washing. 

. Other assignments-political, ecclesias­
tiCal, and civic--occupied much of his time 
so that he only worked on the house in his 

spare time. In February he installed the 
windows and April 29 to May 2 plastered 
two rooms on the lower floor. (Architec­
tural evidence appears to indicate these 
were the kitchen and the room adjoining it 
on the east.) On the third of May he wrote : 
"I hung 4 doors primed them & laid my 
lower floors," and on the fourth of May he 
triumphantly recorded: "I moved into my 
new brick house .... " 

A week later, leaving Phoebe with a son 
and two daughters in the two completed 
and six unfinished rooms, he departed from 
Nauvoo on a Church mission to the New 
England States. It was during this absence 
from Nauvoo that Joseph Smith was assas­
sinated by a mob at Carthage, the county 
seat. Wilford Woodruff returned to Nau­
voo on August 6, 1844. This return was 
but an interlude between missionary calls. 
On August 28, with his wife and three 
children, he started from Nauvoo, having 
been assigned to preside over all the Mor­
mon congregations in the British Isles. He 
left his sister, Eunice Woodruff Webster, 
and her husband Dwight as tenants in the 
unfinished house. They agreed to pay their 
rent by completing the inside work. He did 
not return from this sojourn abroad until 
April 13, 1846, nearly two months after 
Brigham Young and most of the Mormon 
leaders had commenced their journey to 
the Far West. During their absence from 
Nauvoo his wife had given birth to a so~ 
in Liverpool, England, whom they named 
Joseph, in memory of their slain prophet . 
The family now had two sons and two 
daughters. 



PLANS FOR THE EXODUS 
TO THE GREAT BASIN 

The day following his arrival in Nauvoo 
Wilford Woodruff made the following en­
try in his diary: 

Apr. 14. I rode out on the prairie & 
sold Mr. William Allen [one of the 
"New Citizens" who had moved to 
Nauvoo and purchased property from 
the departing Mormons] my lot of 
land of 12 acres .... I also sold my 
house and lot in which I am now liv­
ing [to Mr. Allen] for $675. I had a 
very busy day. 

Thi:;; was less than half its actual value if 
the real estate market had been normal. 
One can well imagine the anguish he and 
his wife experienced as they sold their 
house, after three years of struggle to build 
it. 

Two days following the sale Wilford 
Woodruff purchased two heavy-duty wag­
ons for $130. During ensuing weeks he ac­
quired other vehicles and the necessary 
draft animals. On May 16 the family said 
their last farewell to their residence, 
crossed the river, and established a tempo­
rary camp. As far as has been determined, 
Wilford Woodruff had not spent more than 
sixty-four nights in his home. A few days 
later he returned to Nauvoo, settled his 
business affairs, and with the remainder 
of his vehicles and livestock departed from 
Nauvoo for the last time on May 22, 1846. 
When he left the temporary camp in Iowa 
and started his journey for the Far West, 

the party consisted of his wife and four 
children, his aged father, Aphek, his step­
mother, and other relatives. His "fit-out" 
consisted of six wagons, drawn by sixteen 
yoke of cattle; a large family carriage, 
fitted with springs for easy riding and 
drawn by a team of mules; seven cows, and 
one saddle horse. 

WILFORD WOODRUFF'S ACTIVITIES 
IN THE FAR WEST 

For twenty-one years Wilford Woodruff 
was a member of the legislature of the 
Territory of Utah and was ultimately very 
influential in the acquisition of statehood 
for Utah. From 1875 to 1889 he was Gen­
eral Church Recorder and Historian for 
the Mormon Church. In 1888 he organized 
the General Board of Education, which 
supervises and expands the Church's edu­
cational institutions. In addition to serving 
on the Church's governing board known as 
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, he also 
served as President of the Mormon Church 
from 1887 to 1898. 

President Woodruff was one of the 
organizers of the beet sugar industry in 
the Far West and was active in the devel­
opment of irrigation and dry farm agri­
culture in the semi-arid regions of the 
West. 

ITEMS CONCERNINp- THE 
HOUSE AND GARDEN 

The Woodruff house is described archi­
tecturally as an example of a Mid-West 
federalist style building. 



Its front wall has two unusual aspects 
not usually found in houses from the Mor­
mon era. First, it contains large wedge­
shaped "arch bricks" in place of stone or 
wooden lintels above the windows. Second, 
the bricks are smoother, more evenly mold­
ed and of more uniform color. Wilford 
Woodruff explained that he sorted the 
entire brick supply-14,574, for which he 
paid $88.65-and selected the best bricks 
for the front wall. 

During the summer of 1842 the local 
newspaper reported the Woodruff family 
had raised citron, sweet potatoes, rice, and 
cotton on this lot, in addition to sweet corn 
and other vegetables commonly grown in 
kitchen gardens of the day. 

RESTORATION NOTES 

The Woodruff House is the first Mor­
mon building in Nauvoo to have been given 
an authentic architectural restoration. This 
was done during the years 1965-1969. 
Through coordination of the efforts of the 
archaeological, historical, and architec­
tural departments of Nauvoo Restoration, 
Incorporated the house now appears as 
close to the state in which Wilford Wood­
ruff left it as such disciplined research has 
been able to accomplish from evidence so 
far examined. 

NOTE: Historical research to date indicates 
the foregoing information to be accurate. Fur­
ther investigation may alter the statements 
made herein. 
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ture, rebuilt in 1969-1970 is located on the 
foundations of the original building. 

Among the many blacksmiths and wag­
onmakers at Nauvoo during the closing 
period of Mormon occupancy were mem­
bers of the Peter and Sarah Shupe family. 
Some of them had previously practiced 
their trades in the vicinity of Rushville, 
Illinois. By 1844 the parents and three sons 
had settled in the Nauvoo community, 
where they made wagons during the clos­
ing months of the Mormon preparations for 
the westwarQ. trek to the Great Basin. Two 
of the sons, Andrew J. and James W. 
Shupe, enlisted as blacksmiths in the Mor­
mon Battalion at Council Bluffs, Iowa, in 
July, 1846, to participate in the Mexican 
War. 

James reached Salt Lake Valley in the 
fall of 184 7 and Andrew in 1852, hauling 
their bellows, anvils, and other tools of 
their trade. They were pioneers of Ogden, 
Utah, where they and their descendants 
operated blacksmith and wagon shops for 
many years. 

The two large bellows (newly restored 
with oil-tanned leather), the two anvils, a 
bench vice and some other tools now in this 
shop are the originals taken from Nauvoo 
to Utah by the Shupe brothers. When the 
wagon shop in the east portion of this 
structure is outfitted, some of the equip­
ment will be from the Shupe collection. 

Nauvoo Restoration, Incorporated is in­
debted to James L. Shupe, D.V.M.; of Utah 
State University at Logan, Utah, who 

preserved these authentic items and do­
nated them to this Nauvoo shop. 

NOTE: Historical research to date indicates 
the foregoing information to be accurate. Fur­
ther investigation may alter the statements 
made herein. 

a publication of 

NAUVOO RESTORATION, INC. 

P.O. Box 215 

Nauvoo, Illinois 62354 

THE WEBB WAGON AND 
BLACKSMITH SHOP 

The wagon and blacksmith shops ·which 
were housed in this stone building were 
operated by five Webb brothers, who had 
learned their trades from their father. 
James and Hannah Griswold Webb had 
been converted to The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints about 1832 in 
New York State. They migrated to Kirt­
land, Ohio, then the gathering place of the 
Mormons, where the father and sons set 
up a wagon shop. Apparently the five el­
dest sons worked with him in this business. 
The sons were: 

Chauncey G., born in New York, 1811 

Edwin Densmore, " 1813 

Edward Milo, " 1815 

Pardon Knapp, " 1818 

James Wesley, " - 1822 

In 1838 the families moved to Caldwell 
County, Missouri where they reestablished 
their trades, then moved to Illinois early 
in 1839. The father and mother moved to 



La Harpe, about twenty-five miles north­
east of Nauvoo and established a shop. 
Chauncey, Edwin D., and Edward M. set­
tled in Adams County, Illinois, and prob­
ably worked together in a shop which 
Chauncey G. operated at Preston. Appar­
ently in the autumn of 1841 Edwin D. 
moved to Nauvoo and by 1842 was engaged 
in blacksmithing in the community. Early 
that same year his brother Chauncey G. 
settled in Nauvoo and about the same time 
another brother Edward Milo joined his 
brothers. 

The shop operated by Edwin D. appar­
ently had become too small and by mid­
summer of 1843 the following advertise­
ment appeared in the Nauvoo Neighbor of 
August9: 

LET US DO AS WE OUGHT. 

The subscriber would respectfully 
inform the citizens of Nauvoo and 
vicinity that he has recently com­
menced the Blacksmithing business 
in his stone shop, where he will be 
happy to accommodate all that favor 
him with a call; and feeling as he does 
that he can and will give general satis­
faction to all reasonable men, as he 
has a journeyman of long experience. 
The subscriber will furnish stock to 
any amount, if wished, on the most 
reasonable terms ; at very little above 
St. Louis prices. 

N.B. All orders from the . country 
promptly attended to. Country pro­
duce of all kinds taken in payment for 

work, and a small quantity of cash will 
not be refused. 

EDWIN D. WEBB. 

This announcement, in the formal and 
quaint language of that period, reveals the 
barter system was generally used to pay 
debts for goods and services. The last 
phrase was obviously a touch of the man­
ager's sarcastic humor. 

The other two brothers, James Wesley 
and Pardon Knapp, appear to have been in 
Nauvoo during part of the Mormon period 
of activity. However, as was the custom, 
members of the Church were assigned by 
the Church leaders from time to time to 
go on missions to teach the doctrines which 
Joseph Smith received by revelation in the 
process of restoring the Church of Jesus 
Christ to earth in this latter dispensation. 
Edward M., Pardon K., and apparently 
James Wesley also spent a portion of the 
years 1843-1845 in Michigan on such as­
signments. 

When, in the autumn of 1845, an agree­
ment was reached that the Mormons would 
evacuate Nauvoo commencing in the spring 
of the next year, the Webb blacksmith and 
wagon shop became a busy place. Five of 
the wagons used by Brigham Young for his 
westward journey were manufactured in 
this shop, under the supervision of Chaun­
cey G. Throughout the spring, summer, and 
early fall of 1846 the shop was producing 
wagons to assist the departing Mormons on 
their way. Chauncey G. and Edwin D. were 
present at the Battle of Nauvoo, September 
12-17, 1846, and with a few Mormons still 

remaining in town, joined the "New Citi­
zens" who had purchased Mormon prop­
erty, in an attempt to keep the invading 
posse, which had degenerated into a mob 
of some seventeen hundred, from entering 
the city. Shortly thereafter they closed 
their shops and started on their westward 
journey. 

Four of the brothers (Edwin D. died 
somewhere in the Platte River Valley en­
route west) went to Utah, where they con­
tinued their blacksmithing and wagon­
making activities. 

THE SHOP IN POST-MORMON YEARS 

Throughout the late forties and into the 
early seventies of the nineteenth century, 
various individuals operated the shops. To 
date no record has been found to indicate 
the date of the razing of the stone building. 
Apparently it had disappeared before the 
advent of the picture taking with glass 
negatives in the eighteen-eighties, as no 
picture of the structure has been found, 
and it appears in none of the earliest list­
ings of pictures of Mormon structures 
surviving at Nauvoo. 

In 1967 when NRI commenced archae­
ological work on this site, it was a grass 
field with no indication of any portion of 
the foundation showing above ground level. 
The site was located through the County 
Deed Records. Beneath the sod and the plow 
line, the limestone foundation of the walls, 
the bases of the two forges, and evidences 
of doorways were found. The present struc-



ture, rebuilt in 1969-1970 is located on the 
foundations of the original building. 

Among the many blacksmiths and wag­
onmakers at Nauvoo during the closing 
period of Mormon occupancy were mem­
bers of the Peter and Sarah Shupe family. 
Some of them had previously practiced 
their trades in the vicinity of Rushville, 
Illinois. By 1844 the parents and three sons 
had settled in the Nauvoo community, 
where they made wagons during the clos­
ing months of the Mormon preparations for 
the westwarQ. trek to the Great Basin. Two 
of the sons, Andrew J. and James W. 
Shupe, enlisted as blacksmiths in the Mor­
mon Battalion at Council Bluffs, Iowa, in 
July, 1846, to participate in the Mexican 
War. 

James reached Salt Lake Valley in the 
fall of 184 7 and Andrew in 1852, hauling 
their bellows, anvils, and other tools of 
their trade. They were pioneers of Ogden, 
Utah, where they and their descendants 
operated blacksmith and wagon shops for 
many years. 

The two large bellows (newly restored 
with oil-tanned leather), the two anvils, a 
bench vice and some other tools now in this 
shop are the originals taken from Nauvoo 
to Utah by the Shupe brothers. When the 
wagon shop in the east portion of this 
structure is outfitted, some of the equip­
ment will be from the Shupe collection. 

Nauvoo Restoration, Incorporated is in­
debted to James L. Shupe, D.V.M.; of Utah 
State University at Logan, Utah, who 

preserved these authentic items and do­
nated them to this Nauvoo shop. 

NOTE: Historical research to date indicates 
the foregoing information to be accurate. Fur­
ther investigation may alter the statements 
made herein. 
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THE WEBB WAGON AND 
BLACKSMITH SHOP 

The wagon and blacksmith shops ·which 
were housed in this stone building were 
operated by five Webb brothers, who had 
learned their trades from their father. 
James and Hannah Griswold Webb had 
been converted to The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints about 1832 in 
New York State. They migrated to Kirt­
land, Ohio, then the gathering place of the 
Mormons, where the father and sons set 
up a wagon shop. Apparently the five el­
dest sons worked with him in this business. 
The sons were: 

Chauncey G., born in New York, 1811 

Edwin Densmore, " 1813 

Edward Milo, " 1815 

Pardon Knapp, " 1818 

James Wesley, " - 1822 

In 1838 the families moved to Caldwell 
County, Missouri where they reestablished 
their trades, then moved to Illinois early 
in 1839. The father and mother moved to 



Sketch of the printing office complex as it prob­
ably appeared prior to the various remodelings 
of the buildings. 

THE JAMES IVINS 

ELIAS SMITH 
PRINTING COMPLEX 

On April 27, 1842, James Ivins, a con­
vert to Mormonism from New Jersey, 
purchased this lot from Joseph Smith, 
the founder of Nauvoo. Three red-brick 
structures were reared on this lot. They 
were among the earliest brick buildings 
in the new city. The corner one was 
operated by Mr. Ivins as a store. Next to 
it on the north was his residence and 
beyond that stood another building similar 
to the one on the corner. The foundation 
of the third building is still visible. Bricks 
in these buildings bear the imprint of 
Isaac Hill, a professional brick maker 
who operated the Law Brick Yard, in 
1842, at Nauvoo. Unidentified masons 
showed masterly craftsmanship in the 
intricate Flemish bond style of laying 
bricks in the front wall of this Feder­
alist style residence. Unknown stone cut­
ters chiseled the white door and window 
sills and lintels from local limestone. 

Each front window originally had 
twelve to fifteen small panes of glass. 
Stepped fire-gables (also called parapets) 
at the ends of the buildings in which 
the chimneys were concealed, originally 



graced the gable ends of each building. 
These on the corner building were re­
moved in 1884. The roofs were made 
water-tight by pine shingles. 

Inside the center building the wood­
work was pine, probably hand grained to 
simulate oak. The corner store building 
had hand-hewn and planed ceiling beams 
with corners beaded by hand-planes. 
These were supported by lathe-turned 
columns of pine, to bear the weight of 
the second floor which was used as a ware­
house. As yet little is known concerning 
the yard plan of Mr. Ivins' buildings ex­
cept the existence of a well, cistern for 
rain water, and the ever present "neces­
sary houses." 

MORMON PUBLISOIING ACTIVITIES 

On May 3, 1845, Mr. Ivins, having 
moved to Keokuk, Iowa, sold his build­
ings to Elias Smith for $3,400.00. The 
Mormon Church's printing office, which 
had been located on the corner of Bain 
and Water Streets since November, 1839, 
was then moved into these buildings. Mr. 
Smith was manager of the printing estab­
lishment consisting of (1) a stereotype 
foundry; (2) the typesetting and presses; 
( 3) book bindery; and ( 4) a book and 
stationery store. He was also appointed 
postmaster for Nauvoo and established 
the post office in the corner building 
apparently in connection with the book 
shop. The pressroom appears to have 
been on the second floor of the building. 
The other departments of the enterprise 
were housed elsewhere in the structures. 
Here were printed the T'imes & S easons 

(semi-monthly periodical), May, 1845 to 
February, 1846, and the Nauvoo N eighbor 
(weekly newspaper), May to October, 
1845. 

The center building apparently became 
the residence of Elias Smith. It appears 
that John Taylor, editor of the two pe­
riodicals, moved from his own residence 
and shared the center building from 
October, 1845 until February, 1846. 

The last issue of the Tim es & S easons 
was dated February 15, 1846, after the 
vanguard of the Mormons had started for 
the Far West. In May, 1846, Mr. Smith 
transferred the buildings and equipment to 
trustees who remained in Nauvoo to dis­
pose of the unsold property left by the 
migrating Mormons. Mr. Babbitt, one of 
the trustees, was appointed postmaster 
and continued mail service from the 
corner structure until the Fall of 1848. 
It appears he lived in the center building 
and conducted his real estate activities 
also from the corner post office structure. 

Equipment was left in these buildings 
by the departing Mormons to print the 
post-Mormon Hancock Eagle (April­
August, 1846) ; the Nauvoo N ew Citizen 
(December, 1846); and the Hancock 
Patriot (1847-1850). 

HISTORY OF THE BUILDINGS AFTER 1850 

Nauvoo's declining population had no 
need for all the structures reared by the 
Mormons. Many consequently stood vacant 
and were neglected. Rain, snow, frost, 
sun and wind helped destroy them. In 
time the buildings on this corner were 



suffering the fate of many others in the 
city and were undergoing demolition by 
neglect. 

In 1954, the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, with headquarters 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, undertook a 
preservative renovation of these two re­
maining buildings to safeguard them from 
the fate of the third building in this group. 

NOTE : Historical research to date indicates the 
foregoing information to be accurate. Further in­
vestigation may alter the statements made herein. 
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THE SEVENTIES HALL 
AT NAUVOO 

the Lord appointed other 
seventy also, and sent them two and 
two ... into every city and place, 
whither he himself would come. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter­
day Saints rests on a different foundation 
from all other Christian groups. It does 
not have its origin in a descent from, or a 
schism within any historic Christian church. 
It asserts it is a totally distinct church, 
neither Catholic nor Protestant, but re­
stored to the earth through divine revela­
tion, making it a modern day restoration 
of the Primitive Christian Church, as its 
official name indicates. It teaches that its 
leadership alone possesses the true priest­
hood power of the early Christian Church, 
through which its ordinances alone are 
recognized by Christ. 

It has no professional clergy, is directed 
by thousands of laymen, who support them­
selves through their occupations and pro­
fessions, voluntarily devoting part of their 
time to Church leadership and managerial 
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THE NOBLE-SMITH HOUSE 

THE BUILDER OF THE HOUSE 

Joseph Bates Noble, who erected this 
house, was born in Massachusetts in 1810, 
but spent his youth and young manhood in 
New York State, where he had moved with 
his parents. There he learned the miller's 
trade. In 1832, he first heard of the restora­
tion of the gospel through the efforts of 
Joseph Smith, the youthful Prophet, when 
Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball, mis­
sionaries for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, visited his town. He 
believed their message and soon thereafter 
was baptized into the Church. In 1834, he 
married Mary Adeline Beman. Almost im­
mediately he became a very active layman, 
then a missionary, and an officer in the 
Church, and remained in such Church 
activities during the ensuing sixty-eight 
years of his life. He died at Bear Lake, 
Utah, in 1900. 

When the Noble family arrived at 
Nauvoo in the spring of 1839, there were 
no houses available at Nauvoo. Across the 
river at Montrose, Iowa, was Fort Des 
Moines, an abandoned army post. The 



Nobles moved into one room of the old 
barracks. Soon, however, Mr. Noble ac­
quired a farm south of Montrose, built a 
hewn-log house, and commenced farming. 

REMOVAL TO NAUVOO 

In 1841, Mr. Noble acquired this lot, 
designated as Lot 2, Block 124 in the origi­
nal survey of Nauvoo, through the distribu­
tion of his father-in-law's estate. He moved 
his family to Nauvoo, where he became a 
justice of the peace and also bishop of one 
of the ecclesiastical congregations in the 
city. This two-story house, built in 1843, 
was to be heated by a fireplace on the so1,1th 
end of each floor. It had a full basement en­
closed within walls of native limestone. The 
bricks were burned locally and the wooden 
portions of the structure came from the 
pineries of Wisconsin. A good well was dug 
and lined with stone, a stable and carriage 
house erected, and other outbuildings cus­
tomary for that period were built. 

Lucy MACK SMITH 

Lucy Mack Smith, mother of the Mor­
mon Prophet Joseph Smith, was born in 
New Hampshire in 1776. She married 
Joseph Smith, Sr. in 1796. From this union 
seven sons and three daughters were born. 
Joseph Smith, Jr. was the fourth child, 
having been born in 1805, in Vermont. 
Prior to the demise of Joseph Smith, Sr., 
in Nauvoo in 1840, two of the children had 
died and the eight survivors had all married, 
leaving Mother Smith alone in her house. 

In August, 1843, Joseph Smith took 
his widowed mother into his new Mansion 
House, where she lived with her son and 
daughter-in-law, Emma Hale Smith. As 
one of the prominent ladies of the city, she 
participated in the organization of the Fe­
male Relief Society of Nauvoo in March, 
1842, being one of its charter members. 
(At present this organization, which has 
always maintained an "open door" policy 
regarding membership, has in excess of 
500,000 members in fifty-eight nations.) 

Following the murder of Joseph Smith in 
June, 1844, Mother Smith continued to live 
with his widow in the Mansion House until 
the winter of 1845-1846. 

Lucy MACK SMITH 

AcQUIRED THE NoBLE HousE 

At the October general conference of 
the Mormon Church at Nauvoo in 1845, 
the decision to abandon Nauvoo and move 
to the Far West was announced to the 
people by the Church leaders. Lucy Mack 
Smith was present at the meeting and 
publicly expressed her intention to migrate 
with the departing saints. She desired, 
however, to remain in Nauvoo until the 
Mormon exiles had selected their new set­
tlement and established dwellings. She 
felt that without a husband to assist her, 
she was too old to engage in a long and 
difficult journey and then participate in 
pioneering in her seventieth year. She fur­
ther stated she would go to the West, if, 
after her death, her remains would be re­
turned to Nauvoo to be interred near her 
husband and her deceased children. The 
Church membership placed themselves un­
der a covenant to fulfill her wish in this 
matter. 

The Church leaders felt it would be bet­
ter to provide her with a house of her own 
so she would not be a burden on her widow­
ed daughter-in-law, pending the time they 
had established their new settlements in 
the West and could transport the agine 
lady to the body of the saints. Jonathan 
Browning, the gunsmith, had closed his 
shop in Nauvoo and returned to Quincy in 
the fall of 1845, to dispose of his property 
in that community and make preparations 
for his departure for the West. Mother 
Smith was moved into the large Browning 
home on Main Street until a smaller house 
could be found for her. At that time she 
owned one horse, and lamented that she 
had no carriage in which to "ride out" to 
visit family and friends. The LDS Church 

gave her an additional horse, a double har­
ness, and the fine Church-owned carriage 
to satisfy her desire. 

In the spring of 1846, the Church trust­
ees who remained in Nauvoo to dispose of 
the unsold property of the saints who were 
leaving Nauvoo, arranged with Joseph B. 
Noble to have him transfer ownership of 
his cozy house to Mother Smith by a deed 
dated April 11, 1846. The Church compen­
sated Brother Noble for this transaction. 
Mother Smith was then moved into the 
Noble house. The three Church trustees, 
who had their office in the Times and Sea­
sons Building, just one block west of this 
new residence of Mother Smith, were in­
structed by the departing Church leaders 
to provide for the needs of Mother Smith. 

Lucy, the youngest daughter of Lucy 
Mack Smith, had married Arthur Millikin 
in 1840. By 1846, the Millikins had two 
children but had not yet acquired a house 
of their own. Soon after Mother Smith was 
settled in the former Noble residence, the 
Millikins made their home with her. 

As tensions grew between the few hun­
dred Mormons remaining at Nauvoo and 
the anti-Mormons outside the city in the 
late summer of 1846, the Millikins and 
Mother Smith moved to Knoxville, in Knox 
County, about sixty-five miles northeast 
of Nauvoo, where they resided about three 
years. During this sojourn at Knoxville 
Mother Smith gave her Nauvoo house to 
her son-in-law. This transaction was exe­
cuted in Knox County, on March 24, 1847. 

The Millikin family, in the autumn of 
1849, consisted of the parents and three 
children. Taking Mother Smith with them, 
they returned to Hancock County and set­
tled in the village of Ramus (now Web­
ster), about twenty-five miles southeast of 
Nauvoo. 

In the spring of 1852, Mother Smith 
returned to Nauvoo and made her home 
with her daughter-in-law, Emma Hale 
Smith Bidamon, who had remarried in 





THE JONATHAN BROWNING 

HOUSES AND WORKSHOPS 

THE MAN AND HIS FAMILY 

Jonathan Browning was descended 
from that adventurous stock which, dur­
ing the eighteenth and nineteenth centu­
ries, was continuously moving westward in 
the pioneering of America. His father, 
born in Virginia in 1761, migrated to 
Tennessee, where he resided in three dif­
ferent counties during the time his seven 
children were born. Later, accompanied by 
some of them when they were grown, he 
moved to southeast Illinois, where he died. 
Jonathan was the sixth child in this family 
and spent his childhood on a farm in a re­
mote area of Tennessee. Firearms would 
naturally be exciting to a young man 
where the virgin forests were yet filled 
with an abundance of wildlife. But guns 
were expensive and a frontier youngster 
did not have money to buy the expensive 
contemporary handmade guns. 

While working for a neighbor, when 
about thirteen or fourteen years of age, 
he saw an unusable old flintlock rifle. The 
Jock mechanism was broken and some 
parts were missing. He offered to exchange 
his labor for the gun, and having thus 
paid for it, took it home where he repaired 
it, made some missing parts, and soon had 
a "shooting iron" of his own for hunting. 

During the ensuing five or six years he 
became intrigued with guns, learned black­
smithing, and repaired guns for his neigh­
bors. At nineteen he saw a better gun than 
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WHAT IS NAUVOO RESTORATION, 
INCORPORATED? 

Nauvoo Restoration, Incorporated is a perpetual 
corporation set up under the "General Not for b.rofit 
Corporation Act" of the State of Illinois. Its articles 
of incorporation were filed and duly recorded with 
the Secretary of State on July 27, 1962. Its officially 
registered office is Nauvoo, Illinois. 

There is no stock issued under this type of corpora­
tion, no assessments can be levied, no dividends de­
clared, and no one may profit personally from the 
assets of the organization. It was sponsored by The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints with 
headquarters in Salt Lake City, -utah. This organiza­
tion has contributed most of the acquisitional and 
operational expenses up to the present time, supple­
mented by contributions from the National Park 
Service and some historically-minded individuals. 
The Illinois State Historical Society is likewise offer­
ing its cooperation. It is hoped that financial support 
from philanthropic individuals and private founda­
tions will increase as the importance of the project 
comes to be understood. 

The Articles of Incorporation state the purposes of 
the foundation as: 

To acquire, restore, protect and preserve, for 
the education and benefit of its members and 
the public, all or a part of the old city of Nauvoo 
in Illinois and the surrounding area, in order to 
provide an historically authentic physical en­
vironment for awakening a public interest in, 
and an understanding and appreciation of, the 
story of Nauvoo and the mass migration of its 
people to the Valley of the Great Salt Lake in 
the area which has now become the State of 
Utah; to interpret and dramatize that story, not 
only as a great example of pioneering deter­
mination and courage, but also as one of the 
vital forces in the expansion of America west­
ward from the Mississippi River; to engage in 
historic and archaeological research, interpreta­
tion and education and to maintain, develop 
and interpret historic landmarks and other fea­
tures of historic, archaeological, scientific or in­
spirational interest anywhere in the United 
States and particularly along the Mormon 
Pioneer Trail from Nauvoo, Illinois to its ter­
minus in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake. 

WHY NAUVOO RESTORATION, 
INCORPORATED? 

Aware of the need to preserve, as part of our 
American heritage, the historic contributions which 
made America great, Congress passed the Historic 
Sites Act. The National Park Service was delegated 
to make an exhaustive survey of historic sites and 
buildings throughout the United States to ascertain 
which had wielded the greatest influence on the his­
tory and culture of our country. As this study pro­
gressed, the National Park Service became increas­
ingly aware of the importance of the great westward 
migration of the American people which expanded 
the borders of our country from the Mississippi 
Valley to the Pacific Ocean. Among the forces which 
aided in the winning of the great West, the Mormon 
migration and settlement in the Great Basin stood 
out as one of the most positive factors in carrying 
American civilization to the intermountain and 
Pacific coaStal areas. As the study progressed, the 
National Park Service report designated the old 
Mormon city of Nauvoo as one of the vital centers 
from which a distinct phase of American cultural ex­
pansion radiated to the Far West. The National Park 
Service recommended to the State of Illinois that 
steps be taken to preserve part of the old Mormon 
city of Nauvoo and has presented Nauvoo with an 
official bronze plaque designating it as a "place of 
exceptional value in our National history." Nauvoo 
Hestoration, Inc., was created to preserve this historic 
contribution to American history. 

The report of the National Park Service made the 
following evaluation of the part played by the Mor­
mon migration in the expansion of American civiliza­
tion westward in these words: 

... The movement of the Mormons to the valley 
of the Great Salt Lake was one of the-most dra­
matic events in the history of American west­
ward expansion. With the Mormon migrations, 
not only the motivation of westward movement 
shifted, but the character of the emigrant also 
changed. No longer were the migrations com­
posed solely of an agrarian people, but shop­
keepers, artisans, mechanics, and. skilled per­
sons of all types made the trek. The economic 
motive, so dominant among the earlier emi­
grants, gave way to the desire to worship in 
peace and to live in isolation from those who 
would deny this right . . . 
In time to come, the importance of the westward 

migration of the Mormons and their establishment 



of life-sustaining way-stations in the intermountain 
country which contributed to the settlement of the 
West will be better understood and its great contri­
bution to Western American history will be more 
fully appreciated. Nauvoo will be commemorated as 
the point from which this great westward migration 
commenced. Nauvoo Restoration, Inc., was created 
to further the understanding of this great movement. 

Anyone interested in supporting the restoration of 
old Nauvoo may make a tax deductible contribution to 

NAUVOO RESTORATION, INC. 
P. 0. Box 215 

Nauvoo, Illinois 62354 
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THE BRIGHAM YOUNG 
SITE AND RESIDENCE 

1840-1846 

THE MAN 

Brigham Young was born in Vermont in 
1801 of Puritan stock. Trained in piety and 
the virtues of strict personal moral stan­
dards, hard work, and thrift, he applied 
himself diligently to acquiring the skills 
necessary to support himself through life. 
At the age of sixteen he had commenced 
his own modest construction business, hav­
ing learned the trades of carpenter, joiner, 
painter, and glazier. He moved with his 
family to New York where he married and 
settled at Mendon, southeast of Rochester. 
A number of houses he built which are yet 
standing in that vicinity attest his excel­
lent craftmanship. 

At the age of twenty-one Brigham Young 
joined the Methodist Church and soon be­
came a local preacher. In 1830 he saw a 
copy of the Book of Mormon which had 
been left in the vicinity of Mendon by a 
younger brother of Joseph Smith the 
Prophet. He read it thoughtfully and pray-
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CJ-eere's an cAdventure for You 
If you want to be treated as a guest and not as a tourist ... if you're fed 

up to here with hot dog stands and cheap knick knack stands that blot out the 
natural beauty of America ... if you are tired, tense, frustrated ... if you want 
to get away from it all where you can hear yourself think ... come out to this 
vast, unspoiled area along the mighty Mississippi - stretching from Galena on 
the north to Clarksville on the south - where modern camp sites, motels, fine 
hotels and nationally known eating places are plentiful and where you will be 
treated as an honored guest. 

Whether you seek history, culture or just plain fun . . . you will find it 
in this region. In this region you will cross the ancient paths of some of 
America's greatest men. You will be immersed in America's Heritage. And 
the entire region is a boating and water paradise. 

..... 

If you were to start your tour at the north you could stop in Galena. 
Ulysses S. Grant came to Galena to work in his brother's leather tannery. Six 
years later he had fought and won the Civil War and was president of the United 
States. His homes -two of them, "before and after," if you please - are still there. 

Southward along the Mississippi you will reach Rock Island. Here you can 
see the famous Arsenal; and nearby the home of George Davenport, the first 
white man to settle here. It would take a book much larger than this to tell 
the story of Rock Island. A battle of the Revolutionary War was fought here. 
The first bridge across the Mississippi was built here. This is the country for 
which the Indian Chief Black Hawk waged a brilliant military campaign. John 
Brown used this area as his rendezvous for his start to Harper's Ferry. Here 
the first railway reached the river, and the first railroad train to toot its 
whistle west of the Mississippi anywhere was across the river from Rock Island. 

Just south of Rock Island you will find the town of New Boston - said to 
be the only town laid out by Lincoln when he was a surveyor. A little further 

3 
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The Trading Tree -
Where James White traded with the Indians 

south is the town of Oquawka, with the old court house where Lincoln practiced 
law and an old home where he visited his friend, General Wood. 

If you like covered bridges go on south on Highway 164 and you will 
find one that has been there for a hundred years or more. At the junction of 
U.S. 34 tum right for Burlington, where Zebulon Pike left the MiSsissippi for the 
historic trek west on which he discovered Pike's Peak in Colorado. 

There is a virtually unlimited amount of good boating water here at Bur­
lington, and many sand islands which are ideal for camping or picnicing. 

At Fort Madison, just 18 miles south, you will also find superior boating 
facilities. Here the river widens out and begins the great horseshoe bend -
where it forms into a lake behind the Keokuk dam and becomes a stretch of 
water forty miles long and, in most locations, two miles wide. On the Illinois 
shore great bluffs, covered with virgin timber where wild life abounds, run to 
the water's edge. Here, when hiking or riding horseback, you may be lucky 

The Mansion House -
Joseph Smith Home 

enough at almost any turn in the trail to see deer grazing undisturbed. The 
water here is usually quiet and a perfect place for water skiing and small boats 
of every kind. 

On the Iowa side of this great bend lies the village of Montrose. It was 
on this site that Marquette found the well trodden path that led him to the 
Indian village where he and his party spent several days making friends with 
the Indians . General Lee was later stationed here as a young officer just out of 
West Point. He was sent by the U. S. Army to study the Des Moines rapids 
- caused by a 42 foot fall in the river from Montrose to the mouth of the 
Des Moines river at Keokuk. 

Across the river from Montrose is Nauvoo. The city was built in the 1840's 
by the Mormons; and in just seven years became a city large enough to accommo­
date a population of 20,000 to 30,000. (At this particular time Chicago was 
only a modest village of 3,000 population.) Nauvoo was such a beautiful city 
that it attracted visitors from all over the world . After seven years, however, it 
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Brigham Young Home 

was abandoned and left almost a ghost city until a few years later when it was 
settled by the Icarians under the leadership of Ethienne Cabet, a Frenchman 
who conducted an experiment in Communism that lasted but a short while. 

Many of the old homes still stand here; several have been magnificently 
restored and are open to the public. Others are in the process of being restored. 
It would take at least three days to see all of Nauvoo. The city of Nauvoo is 
rapidly becoming a center for artists who vow one and all that this is the new 
artists paradise; with its abundance of subject matter and pleasant way of life. 
While strolling, riding or driving in Nauvoo you will nearly always find classes 
painting the quaint buildings and sturdy characters to be found there. 

If you like to fish for the big catfish, either from shore or from a "John 
boat"; if you like to water ski or get in a fast boat and have room to "open her 
up"; if you like to paint; if you want to take interesting photos of the kind of 
subject matter that wins prizes; or if you want to get away with someone you 
love and just sit and look at gorgeous scenery ... come and be Nauvoo's guest. 

Nauvoo's First Hotel 

From Nauvoo you can travel south on Highway 96. From Nauvoo to Hamil­
ton and Keokuk this is known as the Scenic Highway, and it is unsurpassed for 
natural beauty. There is a covered bridge just to the right - bypassed by Route 
96, but easily accessible for photos , etc. 

At Hamilton you can cross the river to Keokuk and visit Keokuk's Steam­
boat Museum. At Keokuk, too, you can view the highest (38 feet) and the longest 
boat locks on the Mississippi. The lock is 1200 feet long and can accommodate, 
in one locking thru process, a tow carrying as much as 550 freight cars . It is 
worth while, especially if you have children along, to see a tow boat go through 
these hugh locks. 

There are also many historical buildings in Keokuk. 

On south via the Great River Road you will find Warsaw with its magnif­
icent view of three states - Missouri, Illinois and Iowa- from the site of Fort 
Edwards. Warsaw was the home town of John Hay; secretary to Abraham 
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Jonathan 
Browning 

Home 

~-
Jonathan Browning, born in 

1805 in Tennessee, moved to 
the Kentucky mountains 
while still a boy. This was 
the day of the Kentucky long 
rifles and the best way to ac­
quire one was to make it 
yourself. While still in his 
teens Jonathan had his own 
gun shop and was well on 
his way toward proficiency in 
the craft of gun making. He 
made his first rifle in 1831. 

Jonathan Browning estab­
lished a gun shop in the story 
and a half wing of this house 
in Nauvoo which still stands 
crying for restoration. 

It was Jonathan Browning's 
son John M. Browning who 
invented the Browning ma­
chine gun. 
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Wilford Woodruff Home 

Lincoln and later Secretary of State and ambassador to England. The John 
Hay home still stands in Warsaw. 

From Warsaw you follow Highway 96, which is marked "Temporary 
Great River Road" to Quincy. You might pass through Quincy feeling that it is 
just another large city. If you do you will miss the most fabulous city of its size in 
America. Here is a city to which Old Man River brought great, strong men, 
and, through them, wealth. Bearing testimony to this are the great homes on East 
Maine which were constructed during an era when a ball room was quite as 
necessary as a family room is today. Some of these homes have hardware plated 
with 14 carat gold . .. and wood work from all over the world. 

One of the finest small art gallerys in the country can be found here in 
Quincy at Maine and Jersey. The Arts Club, located in a barn which is known 
as the "Art Barn," is the headquarters for all the arts in Quincy. 

The home of Governor John \Vood, the founder of Quincy, is now owned 



The Snow Home and the Old German House 

by the Quincy Historical Society and used as a museum. It houses one of the 
finest collections of documents and papers on the Mississippi Valley to be found 
anywhere . . . don't miss it. 

Steven A. Douglas once taught school here. Orville H. Browning, Lincoln's 
Secretary of the Interior, also lived here. Stop in Washington Park at the tourist 
stand for additional information. 

Twenty four miles south of Quincy is Hannibal; made famous by Mark 
Twain. Here you can visit the mile long underground caverns immortalized 
by Tom Sawyer and Becky Thatcher. Here too you can visit the Mark Twain 
Museum and see the fence that Tom Sawyer painted. Almost everything that 
pertained to the great humorist's life has been preserved, including his boyhood 
home. Mark Twain perpetuated the glamour of steamboating on the Mississippi, 
as well as life along its shores. All America can be proud, and thankful, for ·che 
job of restoration and preservation that Hannibal has accomplished. 

11 





The Heber Kimball Home 

A great deal of space was covered by the city, since the master plan called 
for an acre of ground for each family. In seven years the city reached a popula­
tion of 20,000 inhabitants. The name of Commerce was officially changed to 
Nauvoo on April 21, 1840, and on December 15, 1840, Nauvoo received its City 
Charter. The charter was remarkable in the powers granted, among them being 
a Municipal Court with unusual legal powers, and an almost autonomous 
militia. In 1844, this militia, known as the Nauvoo Legion, numbered more than 
5,000 men. 

The Latter Day Saints, or Mormons as they were called, began the con­
struction of a million-dollar temple, the corner stone being laid April 6, 1841, 
on the eleventh anniversary of the organization of the church. It was built of 
limestone from local quarries, and timber floated down the river from Wisconsin. 
The tower rose to a height of 200 feet. The walls were 123 feet long, 88 feet 
wide and 60 feet high. The temple had 30 hewn pilasters, costing $3,000 each. 

13 
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Saint Mary's Academy 

On the afternoon of June 27, 1844, a mob charged the jail and shot to 
death Joseph and Hyrum Smith, the two leaders of the Latter Day Saints. 
With their leaders dead, the Saints looked to Brigham Young for leadership and 
he gave them stability. Brigham Young took a large group to Salt Lake Valley 
during the exodus and established the State of Utah. He is the only person to 
have made Nauvoo his home whose full length statue is in the Hall of Fame in 
Washington, D. C. This is because he is known as the "father of irrigation" and 
also the greatest colonizer of the 19th century. 

The Saints scattered following the death of their Prophet. Some followed 
James Stang to Beaver Island in Lake Michigan, and there he was crowned 
King James I - being the only kind in the history of our country. Sam Brandon 
led a group around Cape Horn to San Francisco and worked for Captain Sutter 
when gold was discovered in '49. Some were known as the Rigdonites, some 
Heddrickites, others Gatherers, Gladdenites, Truth-tellers, etc. 



The Golden Eagle 

The widow of Joseph Smith, to escape violence, went to Fulton City in 
Whiteside County, Ill., but returned later to make Nauvoo her home, and in 
1847 married Major Lewis C. Bidamon. In 1860, sixteen years following the 
martyrdom in 1844, the members of the church who had remained in this part 
of the country, and who believed that the head of the church should descend 
to the Prophet's son, reorganized, with Joseph Smith III as their leader and 
prophet naming the new organization the Re-organized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. 

15 
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l·---------------·---------·•!• 
1 NAUVOO HOTEL I ______________ o_N __ Ro __ u_rE __ 9_6 ____________ _ 

COMPLETE 

Including Dessert and Beverage 
Appetizers 

FRESH SHRIMP COCKTAIL .... . $ .75 
I CHICKEN LIVERS . . .... . . . . ... $ .75 

I SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN $2.35 
I SUGAR CURED HAM . . . . . $2.35 
I GOLDEN FRIED SHRIMP . . . . . $2.35 I CHANNEL CATFISH (Steaks) . .. $2.35 
1 CHANNEL CATFISH (2 Individual) . . $2.60 I LO:SSTER TAIL-So. African Rock ..... $3.50 
I GRILLED CHOPPED SIRLOIN . $2.75 
I BARBECUED RIBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.25 
I CHARCOAL BROILED STEAKS-

sELEcTED ESPECIALLY FOR HOTEL NAUVOO 

Filet Mignon . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... $3.90 
(When Ordered Well Done Are Cut in Two 

To Insure Tenderness) 

Sirloin Strip ...... . ...... $3.95 
Child's Portion (Ages 3 to 8 Years) Except Steaks, Ribs or Lobster .. Y, Price I 

DRINKS - COFFEE, TEA OR MILK I 
DESSERTS- Your choice from our Home Made Ice Cream, I 

Da~:~:=~:.':::~~~1:::E·::~·:SMOF .:H8~3~A ::M. I 
Sundays Continuous - 11:30 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. I 

(Children 3 to 8 Y ears-Y, Price) j 
·:·~~.-.c..-.c~~~~~..-c~,_..~-(1.-.c..-.cl.-.t,._.. __ ,_,,,_,_,_,.._, ••• 

Kraus Theatre Restaurant 
Nauvoo, Illinois 

Good Food Confections 
Fully Air Conditioned 



The Nationally Famous Nauvoo Hotel 

Erected in 1841, this beautiful example of early American archi­
tecture was once a Mormon residence. It has been painstakenly 
restored and now serves as an eating place which has become 
known all over America for its fine food and gracious service . 
. . . Open from April to November they feature Family Style 
Dinners .... and gift packages of the famous Nauvoo food 
products. 

17 
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Pioneer Motel 
On Highway 96 in Historic Nauvoo 

AIR CONDITIONED - AAA APPROVED - HOT WATER HEAT 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT KELLOGG, Owners 
Phone 453-2210 

RAINBOW INN. 
Famous For 

CHARCOAL BROILED STEAKS AND FRIED CHICKEN 
SEA FOODS - HICKORY SMOKED BARBECUED RIBS 

COMPLETE BAR SERVICE - AIR CONDITIONED 
One-half mile north of Lima, Ill. Phone YU 5-500 

· Horse Shoe Club 
~ Entertainment Saturdays & Sundays ., 

Flamingo Room 

CHARCOALED STEAKS - BARBECUED RIBS - SEA FOODS 

Both Air Conditioned 

Nauvoo Illinois 

Phone 453-2712 

HOTEL LINCOLN 
FORT MADISON IOWA 

Our Guest Rooms, Coffee Shop and Dining Rooms are Air Conditioned 

Hours 5 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
for your comfort. 



Excursion Boat ADDIE MAE 

Dock 8 miles south 
of Nauvoo on highway 96 

New Owner, Don Gray 

OLD NAUVOO ANTIQUES 

R. L. Lovelace and Sons 
I!! 

We handle European, Oriental and American Antiques 
Stamps - Coins 

Kraus Bldg. - Next of Cafe 

11-11-ti_I_..._...._.._,_I_I_I_I __ .__,_I_C,_l _______ l __ )o 

Dairy Queen Store 
Across from Nauvoo State Park on Highway 96 

Malts - Shakes - Sundaes - Cones - Root Beer - Coca-Cola - Orange 

Dillys - D.Q. Sandwich and Malties 

Half-Gallons, Quarts and Pints to take home 

~-------------~-----~---· 

' GIFTS SPICES I 
Sieleman's 

Cedar Hill Shop 
Scenic Highway 

i 
I 
I 
I 

FLAVOR QUEEN 

CONES, MALTS, SHAKES, 

ROOT BEER & HOT DOGS 

3Y, Miles South of Nauvoo, Ill . I Across Highway from High School 

Mr. and Mrs. Les Sieleman, Owners f 
! 
I 

Nauvoo, IIHnois 
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11To Have A Friend-

NAUVOO 

TAP 

I 
i 
I 

I 
I 

I 
~~~ -·~'-~ I 

NAUVOO 

RECREATION 

CENTER 
~~-r·'1 , r.~ .. ;.} - 6?!fl ._= 

' ,.,., - - Pool • Cigarettes • Soft Drinks 

Wine • Beer • Liquor • I Candy • Cigars • Tobacco 
Packaged Goods • Ice Cubes • 1 

I Sandwiches Louis A. Wildhaber, Jr. 
Proprietor 

I 
OPEN SUNDAYS 

frttf CLOSED THURSDAYS 

I 
o()~·~·_.,_.,_.,~--,_.----~._. ___ , ___ ,_,_.----· 

RED FRONT TAVERN 

Liquor, Beer and Fine Sandwiches 

Freddie and Helen Barkley 

NAUVOO IlLINOIS 

,,._.,._,,_,,_,_,._..~,,-,,...,,...,..,._,_,_,._,.,_.,,._., ___ ,- ,.._..,_ ,_ ,_ ..... , __ , 



Wedding of the Wine and Cheese 

Don't Miss The Annual 

GRAPE FESTIVAL 
Always Saturday and Sunday 

before Labor Day 
Nauvoo is the only place in America where you can see a spec­
tacle of this kind presented on Nauvoo's great, new sod stage, 
taken directly from the Festival in Roquefort, France. 

21 
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Cured in Caves 

There's nothing quite like it 
for hors-d' oeuvre, salad dressing 
and gourmet cooking. 

Manufacturers of 

Nauvoo Blue Cheese 
Nauvoo, Illinois 

Cultured with Penicillium roqueforti 

MILK 
NAUVOO 

PRODUCTS 
NAUVOO, ILL. 

INC. 



The Home of Nauvoo Blue Cheese 

Nauvoo Blue Cheese became a reality because not one but several 
coincidences met head on with some enterprising young men. A world war 
and unfavorable world conditions caused blue cheese to become almost non­
existent in the United States. Prohibition caused forty or fifty arched wine 
cellars in Nauvoo to become vacant. Some young men at the Iowa State 
College began a series of experiments with cows milk to see if it were 
possible to achieve the same fine taste that the French had in. their 
Roquefort cheese which was made with sheeps milk. They were successful 
beyond their fondest dreams. Oscar Rohde became interested and knowing 
of the vacant wine cellars in Nauvoo brought the industry here. 23 
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BAXTER'S 

OLD NAUVOO 
BRAND 

CONCORD WINE 

One for every taste 

Concord Red Norton 
Concord White Sauterne 

The Same Fine Quality for a Hundred Years 
Also growers of 

Baxter's Grapes - Apples - Pears 
Tours Monday through Friday 

GEM CITY VINELAND CO., INC. 



The Home of Old Nauvoo Wine 

Emil J. Baxter, the great grandfather of the present President and name­
sake Emil 0. (Cap) Baxter established Gem City Vineland Co., Inc., in 
1857. He left his home in Newark, N. J. and came out to Nauvoo to 
serve as secretary to Cabet who was then the head of the French Icarian 
settlement here. When the Icarian settlement collapsed, Baxter stayed on 
in Nauvoo to bring the Nauvoo area 100 years of prosperity from the 
Concord grape. 

25 





Tourist Reception Center 

TOURIST RECEPTION CENTER 
GUIDES - TOURS - INFORMATION 

NAUVOO 

KEOKUK 

FORT MADISON WARSAW 

CLARKSVILLE HANNIBAL 

QUINCY 

NEXT DOOR TO NAUVOO HOTEL IN LIBRARY BUILDING 
27 



VISIT 

KEOKUK;S 
STEAMBOAT MUSEUM 
Keokuk checks her progress forward with a look back .. 

back to the days when packets docked on her levee daily and 
Mark Twain lived and set type at 202 Main Street. 

Now an industrial city, with one of the largest power dams 
in the world to furnish abundant power and the Mississippi to 
supply water in unlimited quantity for use in manufacturing, 
pleasure boating and transportation, Keokuk is an ideal city to 
either spend a few days sight seeing or to locate an industry 
where the labor pool is intelligent and stable, and where living 
is good. The scenery is gorgeous. Keokuk's avenues, lined with 
century old trees, blend our fine old ante bellum homes with the 
new and modern to create an ideal American city. 

Call or write Chamber of Commerce - Keokuk, Iowa 



BIG 
TWO-HOUR 

PARADE 
SAT. M 

ROBERT HORTON 
of .. Wagon Train" 

In beautiful Rodeo or Riverview Parks 
on banks of mighty Mississippi 

EVERY SEAT IS RESERVED ALL PERFORMANCES IN 10, 000 SEAT 

RODEO PARK ARENA 
PRICES PERFORMANCES 

ADULTS •••••••• • •• .. •• 2. 90 SEPT 9 12: 30 ,., ... ,- 7",00 ,., .. . 

ALL BOX SEATS .. .• • • 3,50 SEPT 10 12:30 .-. .... - 5: 30 ..... . 
MAIL YOUR ORDER TODAY 

CHIL.OREN ••••••••• •• •• I.45 FOR CHOICE SEATS 

For RODEO Tickets 'U'.ae·Rodeo· 
FORT MADISON, 40WA 
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Vacation HUB of the Midwest 
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visit information booth - Washington Park 

Historical • 1835 Governor John Wood Man­
sion • Historical Museum • Lorado Taft 
Plaque marking site of Lincoln-Douglas Debate 
• Black Hawk War Site • George Rogers Clark. 

Beautiful Parks • Golf • Tennis • Swim 
Playgrounds • 21 Parks for fun, Picknicking, 
Riverviews • Largest Steam 
Locomotive built. 

Boating • Fishing • Boat Clubs • 
Waterskiing • The only natural harbor from 
St. Louis to Minneapolis • Public boat 
landing dock for cruisers. 

Art Center • Plays in Summer Theater • 
Art Shows • Music • Summer Band Concerts 

Quincy Chamber of Commerce 
20 1 S. 5th Street 



MARK TWAIN FREE 
MUSEUM located next door to 
author's home. Contains hun­
dreds of exhibits - rare books, 
articles of clothing, photographs, 
and furniture owned and used 
by Twain. Admission free - open 
every day 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

MARK TWAIN'S BOYHOOD 
HOME. Built in 1844. Authen­
tically furnished in the 1840-60 
period. The locale of Twain's 
"Adventures of Tom Sawyer." 
Admission free. Open every day 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

HEROIC STATUE OF MARK 
TWAIN (Samuel L. Clemens) 
located in beautiful Riverview 
Park, overlooking Twain's be­
loved Mississippi River. 

Other points of interest include 
Becky Thatcher Home, Lovers 
Leap, Tom and Huck Statue, 
John Marshall Clemens Law Of­
fice, Grant's 1850 Drug Store, 
New Boat Marina. 

INTERIOR MARK TWAIN 
CAVE. Modern Tom Sawyer 
and Becky Thatcher explore ro­
mantic Mark Twain Cave, lo­
cated two miles south of Hanni­
bal. Open daily throughout the 
year. The cavern in which bur­
ied treasure was found, where 
Injun Joe died, where Tom and 
Becky were lost. 
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I I t Just Say t 
I I 
I I 

I ''BURGY'' I 
. I I for I 
i I 

l Burgemeister I 
i t 
I PREMIUM BEER 1 

I AlSO I 
I OLD TAVERN I 
I PREMIUM LAGER BEER i I i I = 

I I I Western Illinois' Only Beer = 

= ' I t i = 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
= I ' . 
= ' 

!WARSAW BREWING COMPANYI 
i WARSAW, ILLINOIS I 
I i I TOURS MONDAy THROUGH FRIDAy 9:30 AND 3:30 I 
i = 
·=~~~~~t.-.c ..... ..-.ct.-.c~~---~·.-.c-t~ ..... --~-----··'· 
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' ' i GEM CITY BUSINESS COLLEGE I 
- I I Quincy, Illinois I 
i ! 

I I 
- ' I I 
I I 
= ' ! i 
! I 
' = I ! 
I I 
i SCHOOL OF BUSINESS DIVISION 1,-
1 -I Specializing In I 
' BUSINESS • STENOGRAPHIC • SECRET A RIAL COURSES I I -I SPECIAL ADULT PROGRAMS I 
f DAY AND EVENING CLASSES ! 
I I 
' • = 
- ' ! SCHOOL OF HOROLOGY DIVISION i 
' = 1 (A continuation of the Bradley University School of Horology, 1

1 I Peoria, Illinois) 
- i I Specializing In 1 
i ELEMENTARY AND ADVANCED WATCHWORK ! I CLOCK REPAIR • ENGRAVING • JEWELRY • STONE SETTING I 
I • I 
I A CO-EDUCATIONAL COLLEGE I 

I I, FREE PLACEMENT FOR GRADUATES 

- I I New Classes Begin Every Monday Throughout the Year 1 
I Write for Free Bulletin 1 
I .: .... ~~~-.._..,~I-~I--.<~I-,_.1~~-~-CI---------~-~~·!· 
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Story of the Artist whose sketch book 
was used for illustrations in this book. 

A word 
about the artist 

"Lane K. Newberry is a rarity in the contemporary 
art scene ... a painter with a purpose, and with 
vision, skill, and above all tenacity to carry that 
purpose through. 

Newberry has seen the Middle West and the 
West in all their savage and rugged loneliness, 
and he always comes back to Chicago with some 
of the most expressive, most genuinely inter­
pretative paintings of mid-America he or any 
other contemporary artist has done. Here New­
berry, in his maturity, developed into a great 
painter regardless of subject matter." 

C. J. BULLIET, Art Critic 
Chicago Daily News. 

Two years ago Newberry established 

his studio on North Hill in Nauvoo. 

~--c~~~;-i~t;s;-·-·-l 
I Paintings and stories I 
I of this area I 
I I 
I IN FULL COLOR I 
·'l--ll._ti.-,CI._,CI._II._.II._II._CI._,(I._()._II._tl_ti-II._..II._CI.._.II._()._()~).-,()._(l4111>0-ll._(l._ll~ 



W. A. SHEAFFER PEN COMPANY 

A leading industry in Southeastern Iowa 
for half a century. 

Established in 1913 and the nation's number one manu­
facturer of writing instruments. A complete line of fountain and 
ballpoint pens from $1. 

Principal office and plant in Fort Madison, Iowa. Other 
plants and offices in Minneapolis; Goderich, Ont.; Barnet, Hert­
fordshire, England; Melbourne, Australia; Fribourg, Switzerland; 
Sao Paulo, Brazil; Hamburg, Germany. 

Plant tours daily at 2 p.m. 
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• PUMPING 
STATION 
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Home of John Smith, uncle of Prophet 18. 
Home of James Mulholland 19. 
Double house, Erastus Snow and Nathaniel20. 

Ashby 21. 
4. Site of home of John D. Lee 22. 
5. Site of Match and Powder Factory 23. 
6. Wing of First Hotel in Nauvoo 24. 
7. Home of Sidney Rigdon 25. 
8. Joseph Smith Mansion 26. 
Sa. The Nauvoo Miller • 27. 
9. The Nauvoo House 28. 

10. Smith Family Cemetery 29. 
11. Old Smith Homestead 30. 
12. Site of Joseph Smith Store 31. 
13. Home of William Marks 32. 
14. Site of Home of Hyrum Smith 33. 
15. Home of Orson Pratt 31. 
16. Site of first house built in Nauvoo. 35. 
17. Site of The Seventies Hall 36. 

IQl. ll n [l 1o.11~9. ·~ 
•sa. 

~-. --
"'<' 

~~
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Home of Judge Noble 
Site of home of Joseph Young 
Home of Brigham Young 
Times and Seasons, first newspaper 
John Taylor Home 
Jonathan Browning Home 
Home of Almon Babbitt 
Reorganized Latter Day Saints Church 
Lyon Stor~ and Residence 
Nauvoo Mormon M..1sonic Temple 
Orson Hyde Home 
Home of Joseph Smith's mother 
Het>er C. Kimball home 
Loren Farr Home 
Wilford Woodruff Home 
Indian Trading Post 
Farmer Reimbold Home 
Christ Lutheran Church 
Bishop Hunter Home 

I 
I 
I 

r-J 
I 

I 
I 
I 

37. 
38. 
38a. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
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49. 
50. 
5L 
52. 
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WOODED 
AREA 

STATE PARK 

[S ,_ ----- -------· 

N 

W+E 
s 

-+ TO GEM CITY 
VINELAND CO. 

Former arsenal of the Nauvoo Legion 
Benet Hall 
St. Mary's Priory 
Parochial School of Temnle Stone 
Site of Nauvoo Mormon Temple 
SS. Peter and Paul's Catholic Church 
St. Mary's Academy 
Nauvoo Blue Cheese Factory 
Icarian Strip Coal Mine 
Site of Nauvoo Exuositor Building 
Hotel Nauvoo-built about 1840. 
Joseph Agnew Home, arsonist of Temple 
Old arched Wine Cellar 
Methodist Church 
First Vineyard in Nauvoo 
Museum in Nauvoo State Park 
Nauvoo State Park Headquarters 
Park Shelter House 
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Visit the 
NAUVOO MILL 

and 
BAKERY 

Catering to Visitors 

Stone Ground Flour 
Nauvoo Whole Wheat Flour is made in two 

types for you. One is ground from hard 
wheat and is intended for use in yeast doughs. 
The other flour is made from soft wheat and 
is for use in baking powder recipes. Both 
are 100% whole wheat (sometimes called 
Graham Flour) . 

Old Time Baked Bread 

in the Modern Manner 
Umm .. smell that bread!! Racks of whole 
wheat bread greet the visitor .... whole 
wheat raisin and cinnamon, nut, date and 
prune. An unbelievable display of whole 
wheat cakes moist and tender . . . . angel 
foods, dark sour cream chocolate and sponge 
. . . . assorted cookies, Swedish rolls, and a 
feathery light dinner roll. 

Baking Mixes 

Write for Price List 

Order by Mail 

NAUVOO MILLING CO. 
NAUVOO, ILL. 



Windy Lane • The Home of Nauvoo's Stone Ground Flour 

An artist photographer and his family who liked bread and cakes made 
with whole wheat flour that had to be stone ground "Just So" started here 
to grind his own flour. Gifts to friends (until it become too expensive) 
soon led to a reputation for superior baked goods that has brought folks 
from all over America here to Nauvoo to buy the flour and bakery goods . 
The Chicago Daily News recently said "Don't miss a trip to the Nauvoo 
Milling Co. where the Smiths will give you a tour and a taste of their 
delicious baked wheat products." 
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1,.,. STARRS GARAGE . 

<'~c 
~./ 

GENERAL REPAIR 1 Homogenized 

'

. Milk 

ILLINOIS I 

VITAMIN D 

NAU VOO 

I no bottle 
. . deposit .,_ .. _ .. _ .. _.,_ .. _,_ .. _ , __ ,_,_,_,, .. ,_ , __ .,_,_.,_ .,_ .,_ ,_ ,_ , __ ,_ .. 

i Nauvoo 
Nauvoo V.F.W. Post _I Electronic Center 

6748 & Auxiliary RAmo AND TELEVISION 

Meet the 1st Tuesday evening I SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS 

of each month. 
1
1 John R. Brest Nauvoo, Illinois 

.. _ .. _.,_.,_.,_.,_,_,_,_,_,_,_,_, .. t.,_ .. __ ,_.,_.,_.,_,_.,_.,_.,_,_ , 
I Nauvoo 1 

Lumber Company I Nauvoo Fruit Market 
Weyerhaeuser S 4 Lumber I 

quare ~~-
Dependable Building Products and 

Services 

J ay C . Rowe, Manager t 
Phone 453-2~217 Nauvoo, Ill. I 

. I 
--- . I 

ORCHARDS and 
VINEYARDS 

Marvin Weisinger 

u~~-·--,, ..... ,, ..... ,~~·--, ..... ,,_ , ..... ,_._~r~-~-~.._.._, ..... ,~ .. -,_-~,-~ 

I 
I Helen's Beauty Shop I YouR AccouNT Is wELcoME 

Nauvoo Illinois 

I The Union National Phone 453-6656 

I Bank of Macomb 

I Macomb, Illinois 

I 



LUTZ HARDWARE 

NAUVOO 

HARDWARE - STOVES - PAINT 

SKELGAS DEALER 

ILLINOIS 

River Frontage Lots at Sycamore Haven 
WEEKEND OR PERMANENT HOMES 

Visitors Welcome Call or Write 

LAWRENCE LASSWELL, Carthage, Illinois 

ll .... (l .... ll~ll .... () .... (.._.(l .... CI ____ I_l_.._.,.._.,, .... Cl .... (l .... (--1---(l_l.._.(_l._.ll._.ll-1 

~
~OOK MAl 

' SUNBEAM 
t r 1 BATTER WHIPPED BREAD 

·tij'e PURITY BAKING CO. 

NO HOLES! 

Keokuk, Iowa Moline, Illinois 
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·-·-·-·-·--·---·-··-·-·-,---------·-·--·· 
Nauvoo Electric 
and Appliance I 

Electrical Contractor Appliances 1 
H. I. SIEGFRIED 

Surveying Engineering 

Authorized Dealer General Electric I Reg~stered Ill. L~nd Surv~yor No. 291 

We Service What We Sell 1 Reg1stered ProfessiOnal Engmeer No. 399 

Clarke S. Bergmeier I Denver, Illinois 
Phone 453-2219 Nauvoo, Ill. 1 

I 
..,.._.,~~~~~~~--.-,--._,,....,,_~~~-~-~------..... ,, __ , 

I 
I 

PUREBRED DUROC HOGS I 
i 

Ira Hamman and Sons I 
Phone 453-2793 Nauvoo, III. I 

Montgomery 
Electric Service 

Electrical contracting & repairing 

Cavalier Electric Home Heating 
G.E. & Philco Appliances 

One mile east and % mile north I Hamilton, Ill. 
of Nauvoo i Ph. 249 

Keokuk, Ia. 
Ph. 524-3171 

I ,,_,._,._,._,,_,_ ,_._,_,_,_,_,,_,,.-,_,._,,_,._,._,_, __ , .... ,,-,,-,_,._,,. 

Gem City Distributors, Inc. 

More than a t ademark ••• 

Your assurance of· 

Premium Quality Beer 
DISTRIBUTOR'S SIGNATURE 1 

,,_,,_,,_ ,, ... ,,_,,_,_,,-,,-,_,_,,_,,_,, ... ,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,--,,-,,-,,-,,-, __ , 



Ferris Elevator Company 
GRAIN - COAL - PURINA CHOWS 

We have served this community since 1902 

Phone 1-44 

CONOCO 
DON 

MOHR 

Ferris, Illinois 

Phone 3 on 2 or 116R2 Dallas City, Ill. 

Red Clover, Mammoth Clover, Alsike, Alfalfa, Timothy, and 
other Farm Seeds Bought, Sold and Re-Cleaned 

Field Fence, Barb Wire and Other Hardware Needs 

Richards Seed Store 
Ferris ,,_;...J Illinois 

Farmer's State Bank of Ferris 
"THE BANK OF FRIENDLY SERVICE" 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

3% Interest Paid on Savings i'lii 
~,. 
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SERVE YOURSELF TO QUALITY AT 

KRON PHARMACY 
Stop here for a complete selection of 

Kodak and Polaroid Film 

PRESCRIPTION SERVICE ANIMAL HEALTH DEPT. 

We wish all of you to enjoy your stay in Nauvoo and 
Please Visit Us Often 

Idea I Market 
We feature a full line of Groceries, Frozen Foods, Fresh Fruits & 

Vegetables - Choice Quality Baby Beef at Reasonable Price 

We also give S & H Green Stamps 

Nauvoo Illinois 

Laubersheimer1s Grocery & Feeds 
Phone 453-2719 

Nauvoo Illinois 



Moffitts 
Standard Service 
ATLAS TIRES & TUBES 

ACCESSORIES 

I 
I 
I 

The Souvenir Shop 
SOUVENIRS - GIFTS 

Across from State Park 

'
i 

Illinois _ Nauvoo 1/'J!rt;ffJ 

I ~ 
Nauvoo Illinois 

,,~,,~,....,~~~~,._.,,._.,,~,._.,,....c,._.,.._..,L,.-.c~,._.,,....,.,,.....,.._,.,~,.....,,.....,,._,,._.,,....,.,.._.,, 

' I I Benne Electric Service 
I WIRING 

Rahn Fruit Market 1 coNTRAcToR 

FRUITS & VEGETABLES I SERVICING 

Nauvoo Illinois I Nauvoo Illinois 

North Hill Lots For Sale I 
' ! ,, .... ,~~~-~---· .... ,-,....,-,_~_._, __ ,_,_,, ___ 1 __ ,....,,...11 

GREETINGS FROM 

Preston W. Kimball 
G.O.P. COMMITTEEMAN 

Nauvoo Illinois 

I 

I 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

Benedictine Sisters 
St. Mary's Academy 

Nauvoo Illinois 

, ____ ,....,-----·~-~-·.-.c--,....1----~---.._.,, 
Smiths' Barber Shop I 

vou GRow IT ! Alleman Council K of C 
and I No. 1853 

WE'LL MOW IT -

Nauvoo Illinois ~~ _ Meetings 2nd and 4th Tuesday Nights 

Nauvoo, Illinois 

I 

I 
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Hancock Grain Company 
GRAINS, FEEDS, SEEDS, STEEL PRODUCTS 

Telephone 117 Telephone 170 
Carthage, Ill. Warsaw, Ill. 

I COMPLIMENTS OF 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

H. & B. Cleaners 
I Tommy's Liquor Store 
I i T . Inman, Prop. 

Nau- ~~ lliioob I Hamilton 

I 
I 

BERRES VARIETY STORE 

Nauvoo's Complete Store 

Featuring 

SHOES - CLOTHING - SOUVENIRS - DRY GOODS 

- Self Service -

Illinois 

Phone 453-2517 Nauvoo, Ill. 

~~-----f)._,.)._.ll,_.fl ... f--11._.1,.....(----~-f-I,_..._I,__I,._.CI ... II 



(1~11 ...... ~(1~(~~~~~·1~()~1._.(1-~~·1~()~)._.11._.() .... (-()~()-~()~()~(-()-) 

STATE BANK OF NAUVOO 
Organized in 1893 

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS $190,000.00 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Phone 453-2515 

,.,..,, .... ,,~,.~,,._.,l._.ll~f)~()._.,,~,-~1~1)~(-(-()~()~(-()~()~(1-~-~l~f-(-(1~(1 

L ETTERPRESS LITHOGRAPHY 

HAMILTON PRESS, INC. 
Creators and designers of quality printing 

Phone 169 1241 Broadway 

Hamilton, Illinois 

ll~ll-11~11~(1-l)-1)~(1-ll-11~11~(1~1)._.(,~(1~11._.()~(1-l~()._.(_(_(.._.(,._.(_ll._.(l~l 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

McCartney & Momberg 
PHI'LLIPS "66" PRODUCTS 

Hamilton, Illinois Phone 86 
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HERMAN R I GG 
WHOLESALE 

Automobile and Electrical Supplies - Gasoline and Oil 

Hamilton Illinois 

Best Wishes For Another Successful Nauvoo Grape Festival 

Security State Bank of Hamilton 
Hamilton Illinois 

COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

,.._.,,~,~~-~.._.c..-.c..-.c~~~~>-..c-~~~~--~-)--~~ 

Hamilton 
Marble & Tile Co. 

1210 Walnut Street 

I 
I 
I 

Hamilton 
Plumbing & Heating 

II Hamilton, Ill. _ 
1 Grant's 

Phone 33 Hardware - Paints 

= Pittsburgh Paint Lennox Furnace I Phone 23 Hamilton, Ill. 

()~~---~~--~--~--------) 

Mekemson 
Oil Company 

Hamilton Illinois 

I COMPLIMENTS OF 

I Montebello Gardens 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

Phone 126 



Dennis Chicken 
Products Co., Inc. 

Augusta, Illinois 

I U. S. Homes, Inc. ,. 
- 72 New Models Fron. $3775 
I Semi-finished on your lot and 
I foundation to your plan or ours 

Boned Chicken and Boned Turkey ·= Delivered in 30 Days - We build any 
Products in all s1zes Home - Finest materials and workman-

~ ship - Saves up to $3500 - Free color 

I cata~~ w~~l3ss list 

I 1316 18th St. Phone DR 2-5461 i Ft. Madison, Ia. 
c>.....cl~Cl.-.c.-c-cl.-.c~>.-.c.-ci._.C.._.c.-c~l4~•c~..-.c,_.c~-~~.-.c~~~~---~--.-cl 

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
1911 - 1961 I 

I 

Shoes for the family 

Miller-Jones Co. 
Loyal Order of Moose 

Lodge No. 671 ! 809 Ave G Ft. Madison, Ia. 

Fort Madison, Iowa ' I 
I 

Your dollars buy more at 
your Miller-Jones store 

I ~ 
Are you a Member? 

We ask Everyone in ' 61 

Cl-CI._.Cl ... CI-CJ._,CI._.Il .... Cl._.(I._.CI~I--.cl._,l,._l4ft.CJ._,C,.-.Cl.-,CJ.-.c,._J._.CI~I ..... C-l,-.tl.-.ci.-.«,._J 

"Pleasing You Pleases Us" 

John Mann Quartet 

i 
I 
• Stebbins Paint 

& Hardware Dances - Weddings - Dinners - Parties I 
Piano - Bass - Drums - Trumpet - HIRAM & DANNY 

Bookings 235~ Ave. F, Ft. Madison, Ia.J 725 Ave. G Ft. Madison, Ia. 

Ph. DR 2-6457 1 Phone DR 2-2304 

~~~ ' I 
I) .... C)._.Cl-CI ..... Cl._,()~)._.(,_.(,........-,()._,Cl._,Cl.-.cl<llltCJ._,CI .... Cl._,Cl._,CI._,CJ._,C,_C-I,_C,._I __ C_Cl 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

Fort Madison 
Savings Bank 

Fort Madison, Iowa 

I 
I 

I 
I 

M ember Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. l 
Member of Federal Reserve System I 

I 
! 

HESSE'S 
Men's and Boy's Clothing 

Botany 500 - Cricketeen - Stetson 
Hats - Manhatton Shirts - Oshkosh 

B'Gosh - Paddle & Saddle 

5% Discount For Cash 

Ft. Madison, Iowa 
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Bueters 

BUTTER-KRUST and HOBO 

YOUR DAILY BREAD ' 

T. H. Bueter Baking Co. 
Quincy Illinois 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

ROLLO R. ROBBINS 
State Representative from 50th District 

Lomax Canning Company 

Lomax 

PACKERS OF QUALITY TOMATOES 
Mississippi Valley Brand 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

TRI-STATE DAIRY 

Finest 

in Dairy Foods 

Illinois 



LAGOMARCINO GRUPE COMPANY 
Wholesale Foods 

Distributors of 

DEL MONTE and TOWN CLUB CANNED FOODS 

BIRDS-EYE FROZEN FOODS 

FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

LAGOMARCINO GRUPE CO. 
Burlington, Iowa 

Moore's Boys 
& Girls Shop 
Fort Madison, Iowa 

We feature everything for babies 
from 1 minute to 3 yrs. 

Girls 4 to 14 Yrs. Boys 1 to 12 Yrs. 

Buy "MOORE" clothes 
for your children. 

I 
I 

I 
Lyle's Auto Sales 

Lark Sales & Service 

I Quality Used Cars 

I i Phone DR 2-5931 

I 
I 

Bank Finance 

Ft. Madison, Ia. 

·-··--·- ·---·-··-·---··-·r·--··-··--·-------· 

ARTHUR GERDES 

Custom bulldozing and 

heavy equipment hauling 

I I State Bank of Augusta 
i Augusta Illinois 

I SERVICE - SECURITY -
STRENGTH 

Phone 453-6653 
1 Member of 

Nauvoo, Illinois i Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

I 
I 
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The Miner-01 Co., Inc. 
MANUFACTURER OF LIVESTOCK MINERALS 
HOG, POUL IRY & CATTLE CONCENTRATES 

Warsaw Call 129 Illinois 
Delivery to Your Feed Bin 

N. Kohl Grocer Company 
WHOLESALE GROCERS AND INSTITUTIONAL JOBBERS 

219-220 N. 4th Quincy, Ill. 

Exclusive 
Distributors of 

Compliments of 

Food Products 
in this area 

Prairie Farms of Western Illinois 
QUALITY DAIRY PRODUCTS 

Mt. Sterling, Ill. Quincy, Ill. Jacksonville, Ill. 

WALKER'S DELUXE 
Straight Bourbon Whiskey 8 Year's old 

Schneidman Distributing Co. 
Quincy Illinois 



COMPLIMENTS OF 

GLADYS T. HEINECKE 

618 Locust St. Quincy, Illinois 

Zone Manager 

INVESTORS DIVERSIFIED SERVICES, INC. 

Established 1894 

Ottumwa Tent & Awning Co. 
635 W. 2nd St. OHumwa, Iowa 

Manufacturers of 
Tents, Awnings and Tarpaulins - Anything that can be made of canvas 

Folding chairs for rent, all size tents to rent. 
Write us or Phone Murray 2-2257 For Prices and Information. 

Cl'.-.c-~C~CI~I~--~~()~~C-1.-.c-I._.(.._,(_)._(.,_.()~)...CI.-.ci~I--CI._.C_I~I 

Linquist Bros. 
518 Main Street Keokuk, Iowa 

KEOKUK'S MOST COMPLETE STORE FOR HOME FURNISHINGS 

Good Furniture Since 1876 
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I 
I 

Wholesale Distributors I Drink 

EVERYTHING 

FOR THE SMOKER 

STADLER 
CIGAR 

co. 

I 

I 

I 
I 

724 Main St. Keokuk, Iowa 1 

I 

The pause that refreshes 

TRADE MARK® 

In Bottles 

.,~, .... ,._. .... ·--~-----·_..,-.c,._~,....._------~) 

Compliments of 

A. G. EDWARDS & SONS 

STOCKS - FUNDS - BONDS 

Member N.Y. Stock Exchange 

403 Main St. 

Phone 524-7753 Keokuk, Iowa 



()~(l~()~()~()~)-.;)-.;)~1~1.-.c..-.o~t)-.;)~)~)~()-.;)-.;)~1 ..... (1~)-.; ...... (I~C ...... t--1 

THE DAILY GATE CITY 
KEOKUK, THE POWER CITY 

Wire News from the Associated Press Covering the World 

Correspondents from Three States 

Editorials, Columnists, Comic and Timely Pictures Featured 

40,000 TRI-STATE READERS 

Miller's High Life 
The Champagne of Bottle Beer 

Distributed by 

M. F. ADAMS COMPANY 

Quincy Illinois 

tl~tl~tl~tl~ti~CI~tl~tl~tl~tl~ti~Cl.__tl.-.ti .... CI.__(I.__tl._.t,_.tl.__t,_.ti.__CI~I~-~.-.tl._.tl.-.cl 
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I 
BOWEN STATE BANK I 38 v~:!~VROLETS~eso;n~rvice 

Bowen Illinois I O.K. Used Cars 

3% INTEREST ON TIME I We trade where others fail 

CE~:::~Ao:Es I WARSAW AUTO CO. 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation i INC. 

I Warsaw, Illinois 

~~~~··._.,,._.,~.._.,.._.(.._.,~~~~~·· .. L,.._.,,._.,.._,~ • .._.,,._.,._.,i._.,,_,,_c.._.,~., ... ,,. 

l I 
' I 

GREENWALD'S 
SUPER MARKET 

Economy Shoe Shop I We give s & H Green Stamps 

- 1934 Avenue H 920 Ave. G Fort Madison, Ia. j 
All Work Materials Guaranteed i Fort Madison Iowa 

SHOES DYED ALL COLORS I 
I 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

Colchester Sales Association 
Colchester Illinois 

livestock Auction every friday 

If you have livestock, we want it. If you want livestock, we have it. 

J. Huey Martin - Sam Cook - Jim Cook 



Be Sociable 
Have A 

- ·-··-·--------·-,--------·-----

Fort Madison 

Aerie No. 1287 
FRATERNAL ORDER OF 

EAGLES 

827 Ave. H 

1 
i 

I 
I 
I 
I 

It Pays 

To Shop At 

PENNEY'S 

ALWAYS FIRST QUALITY 

Ft. Madison Iowa I Keokuk and Fort Madison, Iowa 

AIR CONDITIONED I 

Meetings 1st and 3rd Wednesday -~~~ 
Ladies' Aux. 1st and 3rd Friday 

I 
I 
I 
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Howdy Folks 

MR. AND MRS. FRANK THORNBER 

Nauvoo, Illinois 

._ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _ .. _·--·-·--.. -.. _ .. T ____ .. _ .. _·-·-.. -·-.. -·-·-· 
THE I 

NAUVOO I 
I 

INDEPENDENT I 
ILLINOIS i NAUVOO 

CANNIZARO 

GROCERY 

I 
I CHOICE MEATS FROZEN FOODS 

I 
Established 1873 I FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES 

I 88th Year 
I 
I 
I 

Samuel E. Strange, Publisher I 
Commercial Printing I 

All the News i 
i 

NAUVOO, ILLINOIS 



KELLEY KARS 

FORD GOODYEAR SHEL.L 

KELLEY MOTOR SALES - Nauvoo 
Phone 2418 

Stephen Kelley 2240 

SECURITY STATE BANK 
KEOKUK, IOWA 

LOANS - PERSONAL INSTALLMENT AND AUTO LOANS 

FHA - PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT - FHA - HOME LOANS 

COMMERCIAL LOANS - MORTGAGE LOANS 

2% Interest Paid on Savings Accounts and Certificates of Deposit 

Phone 524-4355 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

~--,_.~~-----~---~-,_.C ___ C_I_,_CI 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 

T H E 

STATE CENTRAL SAVINGS BANK 
KEOKUK, IOWA 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Offices at 

Farmington • Bonaparte • West Point, Iowa 

O'NEIL 
WHOLESALE, INC. 

--Owners--

CON SENN BOB INMAN 

Tobacco, Candy 

and Fountain Supplies 

MACOMB, ILLINOIS 

I 
i Barr Memorial Chapel 

I 
1,~ 

AIR & LAND AMBULANCE 

OXYGEN EQUIPPED & 
AIR CONDITIONED 

Phone DRake 2-5664 

Fort Madison ~ Iowa 

I ~ 
1'~ ....... --Jo.-.c~ 

I 
I
I 

FEINBERG'S 
Scrap Iron and Steel 

Complete Steel Service 

Bars - Sheets - Plates 
Structurals - Reinforcing Bars 

I Galvanized Sheets I Phone DRake 2-3864 Ft. Madison, Ia. 

I 



I 
B~~~!~ ~~~rs~~i?.:e I 

Walter E. Sanford 

Fort Madison Seed 
& Feed Company 

Purses - Gloves - Costume Jewelry I 
_ Belle Sharrneer Hosiery _ 1= Grain - Poultry Supplies - Flour - Feed 

_ Seed - Salt - Custom Grinding 

803 Avenue G I Seed Cleaning 

Ft. Madison • 
I 1210 Ave. H Ft. Madison, Ia. 

Iowa i Phone DRake 2-1405 

I 
·-·--·-·-·-·----··-·--~-·---------·--·-·· 

LAMPE DRUG 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGGISTS 

~ Redeem Regal Stamps in 
~ Lampe Basement 

' Phone DRake 2-5542 

I 
I 

l
i 

Auto Parts 

Motors Rebuilt Batteries 

Cushman Foundry 
and Machine Co. 

WHOLESALE AND RET AIL 

731 Ave. G Ft. Madison, Ia. I Ph. DR 2-1253 Fort Madison, Ia. 

, I 
~---.-.~~~--.--.~---~------~----) 

i - Complete line of horne furnishings 

THE CLEMENTS, INC.~~ Mohawk Carpets 
Be sure to visit our complete 

DIFFERENT FUNERAL SERVICE I Maple Shoppe 

Mattie B. Clements 51 years - Same I AUGHD I 
Management - Licensed in Ia. and Ill. - D R LLS IN C. 
Oxygen and air-conditioned Ambulance ~~ 

Can not be used for anything 
623-625-627 Ave. G 

else only the sick. I 
Ft. Madison, Ia. Phone DRake 2-2061 f 

I 

FodMo.W.n .. low• 

·--··----------~-----------· 

INDUSTRIAL 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

I Bergman's 
Rexall Store 

I 823 Avenue G 
I Phone DRake 2-1024 
I Fort Madison 

FORT MADISON IOWA I 
I 
I 

We give S&H Green Stamps 

I 

Iowa 
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BEST WISHES 

DANA BUSHONG 
JEWELERS 

805 Avenue G 

Fort Madison Iowa 

I 
I 1 "It's" Wilken's "For" 
I Drugs, Cosmetics, School Supplies, Gifts, 
I Toys, Sporting Goods, Fountain Service 

I "Fort Madison's Most Complete 
1 Drug Store" 

i 728-730 Ave. G. Ft. Madison, Ia. 

I ·-·-·--·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·r··-··-·-··-·-·--·--·-·-··-··-·· 
I 

DRS. DOW & SWIFT I L~-~~H~~~~~~!y 
VETERINARIANS ! China - Glass 

I Santa Fe Watch Inspector 
Burlington Hill Fort Madison 

Phone DRake 2-2043 I Phone DR 2-2764 

I Ft. Madison Iowa 

I 
(..-..~~.._.... ....... ~ ....... ..-.,, .... ,,._.,,._.,,.._..,~,~--~---~~-~--~-~)~) 

TROY CLEANERS 
INC. 

705 Avenue H 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
RUMP'S 

Young Fashions 
BOY'S AND GIRLS WEAR 

Infants through Teenage Dry Cleaning - Laundry Service 

- S&H Green Stamps I 709 Ave. G Ft. Madison, Ia. 
Phone DR 2-3023 I 

Ft. Madison Iowa - - We give S&H Green Stamps-
1 
I 

o(--------·--~{-(~-0~-~~~--..-.., 
i 
I 
I 
I 

COMPLIMENTS OF 
Serving as your 

Educational Leader 
is a pleasure 

OLEN L. SMITH Carthage Super V alu I 
1 County Superintendent of Schools 

Carthage, Illinois 

I 
I 

I 
Hancock County 



WOLGEMUTH 

OLDSMOBILE 

INC. 

I 

' I 
I 
I 

THE 

EVENING 

DEMOCRAT 
f FORT MADISON 
I 

IOWA 

2514 Avenue L I Associated Press Full Leased Wire 

Phone DR 2-3451 

OLDSMOBILE­

QUALITY BUILT 

QUALITY SOLD 

QUALITY SERVICED 

Fort Madison 

',1 Newspaper Enterprise 
~ Association Service 

1

1 

Correspondents in your Home 
- Community 
I I "The Paper With The Pictures" 

Iowa I 

I 
C-CI-C-CI~I-1~..._...-CI-I,_CI-CI.-.ci~-~-C-C-C-CI-C-CI-(-C)-1)-CI~I-C,_C .. 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

L.EE COUNTY SAVINGS BANK 

FORT MADISON, IOWA 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 

IOWA 

STATE 

BANK 

719 Avenue G Fort Madison, Ia. I 
I 

Graham 

Implement 

Service 

JOHN DEERE 
Sales and Service 

Drive In Avenue G & 11th St.~ Carthage Illinois 

I Phone 62 
Membcr ~ I 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

I 
I 
I 

l~l.-.t,_....-.c.._,.,_...,_...,_..~.._,.,_.c~..-.c~-~----~..-.c----~,. 

Carthage District Mutual Cyclone Insurance Co. 
Covering Ten Counties 

Hancock Mutual County Fire Insurance Co. 
Covering Five Counties 

These companies insure non-commercial property - this includes farm, urban 
and personal property. For information or service, call or write the office. 

Phone 151 35 North Madison St. Carthage, Ill. 

Marine Trust Company 
of Carthage 

CARTHAGE ILLINOIS 
COMPLETE BANKING SERVICES 

Progressively Modern Traditionally Sound 
Member Federal D eposit Insurance Corp. 

"You'll Meet Your Friends and Neighbors At The Marine Trust" 



I 
Smith's Implements 1 Corder Granite Works 

and Parts Co. i QUALITY MEMORIALs 

Carthage, Illinois I AND MARKERS 

-'

= Phone 457 Carthage, Ill. SERVICE DISTRIBUTOR _ 
Small Engines I We treat you square the 
Chain Saws · year round. 

I ,_,_,_,_,_,_, __ ,_,_,_,_,_,,,_,_,_ .. _,_,_,_, __ ,_, __ ,_, 

I Chips Crushed Rock 
COMPLIMENTS OF I Cement Material Limestone 

MENN'~ FIRESTONE INAUVOO QUARRIES, 
T1res and Tubes 1 IN C. 

Home and Auto Supplies 1 NAUVOO, ILLINOIS 

Phone 596 Carthage, Ill. i Telephone: Quarry 453-2317 
I Office Carthage 530 

I 
1..-,ll .... fi,-.I)._.C,_.(,_() .... f)._.(,.._.(~l---fl-fl~..-o.-.ci_I,_I,_.()~) .... II._.I,_.C.._,I_II_I...._II._.II 

W. L. MILLER COMPANY 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION 

ELVASTON ILLINOIS 

Telephone THornwald 5-2131 

,,_,,._.,,._.,,_,,_,, .... ,, .... ,, .... ,,_,,_,, .... ,, .... ,, ... ,, .... l.._.l, .... l ..... ll--() .... l) ... l) .... f,_.() .... l)-ll-1,.....1) .... 1) 
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GERDES & JOBE 
Tractor Sales 

FORD TRACTORS 
Sales and Service 

Phone 476 

i 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Carthage Order 
Buyers 

DAILY HOG MARKET 

C.B.Q. Stockyards 

Phone 303 or 381 
219 N. Adams St. I Carthage, Ill. I Carthage Illinois 

I 
·--·----~-·---··--·~·--·--·--·--·--··--·-·· 

II_ COMPLIMENTS OF 
DON'T SHOOT THE BULL! 

_ Ship Him With 

ED"2~~T ~t~~OTT I SMITH TRUCK LINES 
HANCOCK COUNTY I 339 - Phone - 207 

I Carthage Illinois 

l 
c~~----~~c-..-.c--~.-.c---,.-.c-~ci~CI.-cl.-.cl.-c,.....c ..... c..-.c> 

BILDERBACK 
TRUCK SERVICE 

LOCAL AND 
LONG DISTANCE HAULING 

Insured Carrier 

Phone 97 
Carthage Illinois 

I 
I 
I GATE CITY PRODUCE 
i POULTRY - EGGS - CREAM i FULL LINE OF FEEDS 

Il

l Tel. 524-2113 

~ Keokuk, Iowa 

15 So. lOth St. 

I 

I When in Keokuk visit 

C. H. ROLLINS & CO. i JOHNSON 
SCHMIDT Books, Stationery, Office Supplies, jj_ 

Greetings Cards, & Party Goods 

1
_ 

629 Main St. Keokuk, Iowa -
I 

l 
"Always Try Rollins First" 

QUALITY MENSWEAR FOR 
OVER 33 YEARS 



,,._.,,._.,,._.,,._.,,._.,,._.,~,....,,._.,,._.,,._.,,._.,,._..,._..,_,,_,....,,-,,._.,,....,,._,.,-,,-,,._,.,-,,-,,....,,. 

Canfield's Boats And Motors 
Boat Paint as low as $2.50 per gallon 

GOOD STOCK OF NEW AND USED EVINRUDE MOTORS 

We Specialize in Fiber-Glassing 

Phone 105 Dallas City, Illinois 

.11- 11.-.,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-I-CI-CI-IJ-I-CI-J-CI-C.-II-t,_,._..,_,,._.,,-,,_,-,,-,....,,_, 

Illinois Grain Corporation 
BARGE TERMINAL AT DALLAS CITY, ILLINOIS 

Phone 22 

~ 
Dallas City, Illinois 

William L. Davis, Manager 

<o_o_o_o_o_>_o_o_o_o_o_o_,,_,T,_o_o_o_o_o_>_o_o_>_o_o_o_> 
·I I COMPLIMENTS OF 

IF IT'S NEW - IF IT'S NICE -
IT's FRoM 1 G. S. EARLS, Jeweler 

WRIGHT'S FASHION i Member of Guild of Diamond Experts 
1 We give bonus Diamond Saving Stamps 

Keokuk's Newest Fashion Center l Phone 524-6745 419 Main St. 
1 Keokuk, Iowa 

I ,,_.,_.,_.,_.,_,,_,,_,,_.,_,,_,_.,_.,_'T"_,,_,,_.,_.,_.,_.,_,_,_,,_.,_,,_.,_.,. 

- BEATY COMPLIMENTS OF 

McLAUGHLIN'S 
AUTO SUPPLY 

Firestone Tires 
Home and Auto Supplies 

I ~~£i!I!i~":o!lf~ 
I Electric Motors, V-Belts, Pulleys, Roller 

Chain & Sprockets, Ball and Roller Bear­
ing, Pillow Blocks, Hose, Clutches, 

1 Set Collar 

Phone 524-7715 Keokuk, Iowa I Keokuk, Iowa Phone 524-1165 

I 
l 
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I 
CRESCENT I Keokuk Savings Bank 
JEWELERS I and Trust Co. 

423 Main Street 
I Organized 1868 

Phone 524-4546 
Iowa 

Keokuk 

1
,
1 Keokuk 

Iowa _ Member 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 

I 
·--------·-·--··-··-·~·-·-·--·-··----·-·-·-·-·· 

I 
THE PARISIAN i Jingst Motor Sales 
FORT MADISON, IOWA I 

THE GOLDEN RULE~ 
DODGE, DART, 

and LANCER CARS 

KEOKUK, IOWA I DODGE TRUCKS 

"Two Fine Stores in Two Fine Towns" I Keokuk Iowa 

I ·---------·- ·- ·-··r--·- ··- ··- ·- ·------
1 

LINOLEUM TILE i White House ~ 
Dairy Products 

Woodruff and Son •
1
· 

FLOOR COVERINGS Best in Service - Best in Quality 

I
. The taste that tells the story 

728-730 Main Street 
Phone 524-1262 Keokuk, Iowa For Home Delivery Call .. 

RUGS I Fred Haas Nauvoo, Illinois CARPETS 

I 
~~~..-....-.c~~~t.-.c..-.~~~,_..~~~~..-..~~...-c•.-.c•~.._.., 

Colusa Elevator 
Company 

Grain - Feed - Milling 
Spraying 

Phone PL 5-2111 

I 
i 

I State Farm 
Insurance Co. 

' I LIFE ... FIRE ... AUTOMOBILE 

I E. J. DIEMER 

Colusa 
I Phone 453-2330 

Illinois i Nauvoo Illinois 

I 



For CHEVROLET Sales and Service 

NORTH SIDE MOTOR SALES, INC. 

~ 
LA HARPE ILLINOIS 

Phone 86 or 659-2216 

Your Authorized Chevrolet Dealer 

··-·-·-·-··-··---·-·-·-·--r·---·-·-·--·-----· 
Hancock Co. Livestock I C. H. ROBNETT 

Marketing Assn. I MODELs uNLIMITED 

DAILY HOG MARKET 

Monday thru Friday 
Elvaston, Ill. - Phone TH 5-2231 

Bowen, Ill. - Phone 54 

I for every crop 
every job 
every fuel 

Phone 178 II 
_ Carthage ; Illinois 

... ,._....-....-..:.-.c~~~~..-.c~..-..c~....-.c.-.c~-..-.c---,...,,_.,,._...,_.,l~cl-c..-.c )-

Bross Farm Supply 
Fencing - Posts - Roofing 

Grain Bins - Pittsburgh Paints 
General Farm Supplies 

1 
I 

! We also have Smoked Fish 

Phone 5 

I Walker's Fish Market 
1
1

: OUR FISH ARE ALWAYS FRESH 

Phone PL 5-2395 .- D 11 c· 
Colusa Illinois _ a as tty ~ Illinois 

I 
I 
i 
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i 
COMPLIMENTS OF WRIGHT OIL CO. 

Max B. Stewart CARTHAGE ILLINOIS 

STATE'S ATTORNEY Phone 207 

Hancock County TEXACO PRODUCTS 

I ··- ··-·- ·----·--·-··- ·- ·- ··i ·--·-·-----·---· 

Junior Chamber i Nauvoo State Park 

of Commerce ,I Concession Stand 
Welcomes You to Nauvoo _ I Harl Melton 

I 
I 

Cl~l..-.c l ... ll~l~l~~~~.-.t.._,..l_l_I-J..-.cl_l._..ll_,.....C._l-~-~-----1 

Sharman Funeral Home 

AMBULANCE SERVICE 

Phone 453-2215 Nauvoo, Illinois 

STEFFEY'S 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

NAUVOO ILLINOIS 

Phone 2241 

I STATE FARM INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

LIFE .... FIRE .... AUTOMOBILE 

E. J. DIEMER 
Phone 453·2330 
NAUVOO, ILL. 



a w 
RAMPLEY SERVICE CO. 

JOBBER OF SHELL PRODUCTS 

Phone 22 

Phone 44 

-v 

CLYDE 

Denver, Illinois 

Hamilton, Illinois 

Salesman - Dick Holtsclaw 

Ph. 453-2797 

WALTER 

Ph. 453-2796 

WILKENS B R 0 S. 
Nauvoo Illinois 

TRUCKING 

Dealers in - WAYNE FEEDS 

DARLING & V-C FERTILIZERS - PEX BUTTERMILK BLOCKS 

71 



72 

,,.....,..... ___ ,..... ____ , __ ,_,, ____ ------~--· 

While in Nauvoo • • • • DRINK THE fiNEST 

SCHLITZ - STAG 

J. W. MOON DISTRIBUTING CO. 

Macomb, Illinois 

J. J. NICHTING CO. 

Phone HOward 9-2183 
4\ v 

SALES - SERVICE LUMBER - HARDWARE 

Pilot Grove, Iowa 

,,_,._,,~~~~~~~~~--~-~~~~-~~~~~~~~tl~tl.-.,1.-.tl.-.tl.-,,,-.,l~t•.-.t,_.c,.-.cl.-.tl.-.ti~CI.-.t• 



These Fine Seers • • • • 

OLD TAVERN BURGEMEISTER SCHLITZ 

For Year Round Enioyment 

CONSUMERS SALES DISTRIBUTING CO. 
Quincy, Illinois 

IMPORTED & DOMESTIC WINES 

LIQUORS - CORDIALS - GINS 

M. R. S. BEVERAGE INC. 

QUINCY ILLINOIS 
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''Beautiful Place'' 
WELCOMES YOU 

NAUVOO AREA FOUNDATION 

James Moffit 
Jay C. Rowe 
Preston W. Kimball 
Tom Walker 
E.J. Kron 
John Brest 
John T. Moffit 

President 
Vice President 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Director 
Director 
Director 

.: • .._.,,_.,,._C.._.C.._.CI._CI._C,._C)._fi ... II._CI._II-CI._CI-CI-CI-(I._II._.II._.C,._II._II_C_II--CI·:· 

This book has been designed to give you a look backward at the 
fantastic past of this beautiful, unspoiled area along the mighty 
Mississippi . . . . where tradition and fun meet to relieve the 
tensions of modern living. 

ISSUE FOR 1974-1975 



Horton Lake in State Park 
Picture by Robert Smulllng 

The Nauvoo State Park 
By Mrs. ltta Blum 

Nauvoo State park offers a never 
ending wealth of beauty and interest, 
the place teems with history and In­
dian lore. Once upon a time the Sac 
and Fox Indians 500 flag-reed lodges 
dotted these hillsides. Scantily clad 
warriors held their pow wows here. 
Chief Blackhawk and Keokuk coun­
selled their woodland tribes along the 
shining deep blue water; here ancient 
ceremonials were held; here the 
squaws planted maize and pumpkins 
while their men went on the hunt--it 
seemed an even division oflabor; here 
the wabeno drums once throbbed ; and 
the Crane dance went on for several 
days following the corn planting. This 
was once Quashquema, home of the 
Sac and Fox Indians. 

The Fox tribe was rich in mythology. 
It was the Indians outlook on Nature 
and its inherent symbolism that gave 
poetry to his speech. From Black-

2 

Hawk we received the legend con­
cerning corn, beans and tobacco. Here 
the Sac and the Fox smoked the 
calumet, the peace pipe, and here the 
white man traded 200 bags of corn for 
the Indians vast estate and the Red­
men left their home land and went 
west . 

Nauvoo State Park has one of the 
finest vineyards planted in this area 
and it is still producing luscious grapes 
just as it did a century ago. Francis 
Clark, one of the Mormon stone 
masons who did much of the carving 
on the Nauvoo Temple lived in a house 
in the southeast corner of the park. His 
brother David Clark, also worked on 
the Temple stone. 

The Thomas Moore Wagon shop was 
located on the north side of the main 
entrance to the park, and faced Parley 
street. Moore was a Mormon. One of 
the historic sunstones from the Nauvoo 



NAUVOO STATE PARK 
CAMPING AREA 

Picture by Robert Smulling 

Temple is now at home in the park. 
Only three sunstones are still in 
existence. There were 30 sunstones, 30 
moonstones and 30 starstones. 

In the State Park is located the 
Nauvoo Historical Society museum. A 
part of the brick building was built by a 
Mormon named Wagoner; the larger 
part including the winecellar was built 
by a native of Lichtenstein, named 

Rheimberger. The museum contains 
Mormon, Icarian, German, Civil War 
and many other relics. 

The highest point in the park, Ritter 
Hill is a camping area. The view from 
this place is magnificent. On the hill is 
one of the three wine cellars in the 
park. Even the streets that crisscross 
the park have history. 

3 



VIEW OF NAUVOO 
Paintlnl by L8M K . ..__,.ry 

Nauvoo 
It has been recorded that the 

Prophet Joseph Smith, on the morning 
of a beautiful June day, remarked 
sadly, "This is the loveliest place, 
these the best people under the 
heavens." 

The visitor to Nauvoo today can 
sense the emotion which must have 
compelled Smith to make this remark 
as he rode out of his beloved "city 
beautiful" for the last time, to meet his 
death on June 'n, 1844, at nearby 
Carthage, the county seat, some 25 
miles to the southeast. The beauty of 
Nauvoo does not belle its name, which 

,smith said meant "beautiful place." 
This emotion which swelled in the 

heart of the prophet, seer and 
revelator of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, was expressed as 
he sat astride his horse in front of the 
yet unfinished Nauvoo Temple and 
gazed about the verdant lowlands 
which swept out before him with well­
tended gardens springing forth in the 
warm sun, the mi(lhty Mlsalasippi 
river and the Iowa hllla be~ond for-
4 

ming a backdrop for what had been 
and was to be the backdrop for one of 
the most fascinating chapters in the 
history of Illinois and the nation. 

Only five years earlier, Smith had 
led his persecuted followers to this 
spot, about halfway down the 
Mississippi on Illinois' western border. 
For the prophet it was the culmination 
of a series of fll(lhts, beginning in New 
York, with brief stops in Ohio and 
Missouri. It followed a winter of 
hardship, which saw the prophet jailed 
at Liberty, Mo., while his followers 
fled their persecutors. It was here that 
the marshy lowlands and rolling hllla 
would become in seven short years the 
largest city in the state. 

Beliefs, peculiar only to the Latter­
day Saints, or Mormons, as they came 
to be known, seem to have been the 
cause of their many tribulations. Their 
religion was neither Catholic nor 
Protestant, but, as their prophet 
maintained, the "restored church." It 
was a new religion, evolved from the 
time of Smith's youth in Vermont, 



SCENE OF OLD NAUVOO 

Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

where he said angels appeared to him 
to warn him of the impending 
restoration and to prepare himself for 
what was to be. 

A history of the church will reveal 
that Smith, in later visions, was told 
where to find golden plates upon which 
were inscribed a history of the 
civilization of the North American 
continent, a history which told of the 
travels of the American aborigine 
from the dispersion a t the Tower of 
Babel to this continent; the building of 
a mighty empire; wars, which 
destroyed the civilization, and finally 
the writing of the "Book of Mormon", 
which Smith was to translate. 

The religion, so uniquely American, 
appealed to many, who had been ex­
posed to many different religions 
during their short span of habitation on 
this continent, and Smith attracted 
many converts. From the beginning, 
he stressed the importance of 
missionaries, and it was through their 
efforts that thousands joined the 
church, from the United States itself, 
and caused a migration of converts 
from Europe, which was to swell the 

membership of the church. 
The first mass migration of the 

Mormons was from New York to the 
town of Kirtland, Ohio, now a suburb of 
Cleveland. Here the first Mormon 
Temple was built, and Mormon 
theology, which had its seeds in the 
"Book of Mormon", "Doctrine and 
Covenants'' (containing revelations 
received by the prophet); "The Pearl 
of Great Price", also written by Smith, 
and the Bible, began to jell. 

Plagued from without by those who 
found their religion bizarre, and 
probably because of their "oneness", 
the Latter-day Saints were forced to 
leave Ohio, settling eventually in 
Jackson county, Missouri, where they 
established the town of Far West, near 
what is now Independence. Here, land 
was consecrated for a temple which 
was never built, and which is still 
owned (in several parcels) by various 
offshoots of the church which came 
into existence after the dispersion 
from Nauvoo. It was here, also, that 
Smith said Adam-ondi-Ahman, the 
valley in which Adam had blessed his 
children, had existed in early times, 

5 



and it was here that the new Zion 
would be established. 

The seeming strangeness of their 
beliefs, coupled with the fact that they 
did not hold to belief in slavery as did 
their Missouri neighbors, proved once 
again to be their undoing. Many unjust 
charges were brought against Smith 
and his followers, and he was jailed at 
Liberty during the winter of 1838-39. 
Most of his followers migrated east, 
crossing the Mississippi at Quincy, 
lllinois. The brutal massacre of men, 
women and children at Haun's mill, in 
Missouri, can be found recorded in any 
Mormon history book. It was another 
of the factors which most likely 
brought the Saints even closer 
together, and was a strengthening 
factor in the formation of their faith. 

Escaping from the Liberty jail in 
early 1839, Smith journeyed to 
Quincy, where he learned of land lying 
some 45 miles to the north which was 
for sale. The spot in question lay at the 
head of the Des Moines rapids, which 
impeded navigation of the Mississippi 

during much of the year from Nauvoo 
south to "Rat Row", the present site 
Keokuk, Iowa, lying at the juncture of 
the Mississippi and Des Moines rivers. 

There had been several attempts to 
establish settlements at the head of the 
rapids--among them Commerce and 
Commerce City (cities on paper only). 
These towns had been laid out by 
eastern land speculators, but had not 
attracted much enthusiasm at the 
time. Besides these "paper cities", 
there were several farms in the area, 
which were purchased by Smith on 
behalf of the church. Some of the 
property was purchased from a 
Captain James White, who had the 
distinction of acquiring the land 
from Sac and Fox Indians dwelling in 
their village of Quashquema, and who 
built the first s<H:alled permanent 
house there, it being constructed of 
native limestone. It has vanished. 
There was, downriver a short distance, 
a trading post, which also served as 
the post-office for a town designated as 
Venus. 

SERVE YOURSELF TO QUALITY AT 

6 

KRON PHARMACY 
Stop here for • complete selection of 

Kodak and Pol•roid Film 

PRESCRIPTION SERVICE ANIMAL HEALTH DEPT. 

We wish all of you to enjoy your stay in Nauvoo and 
Please Visit Us Often 

Phone 453-2717 



THE NAUVOO HOUSE 
From An Old Postcerd 

Courtesy of S.muel Strange 

The lowlands, which were to form 
most of the business section of the 
prophet's new city, were drained, a 
canal being dug part of the way across 
the alluvial plain. These lowlands, 
mostly marshy swampland, bred 
disease which proved disastrous 
during the first year of Mormon oc­
cupancy, claiming many lives. 

From the fan-shaped lowlands, or 
"The Flat", as it came to be called, the 
bluffs rose gently, forming a 
promontory at their westernmost 
edge. This was the site chosen by the 
prophet for the great Nauvoo Temple. 
A city was laid out like a checkerboard 
shaped to fit a hill. Its streets ran east 
and west, except for Broadway street 
in Commerce, which ran in a nor­
thwest-southeast direction. 

A large area of the Flat was set aside 
as a "commons" used in later years as 
the parade ground for the Nauvoo 
Legion. Blocks, for the most part, were 
set off in one-acre lots, so that each 
family could be as nearly self­
sufficient as possible, the acre 
allowing room for a home, barn, 
necessary out-buildings, garden and 
orchard space. It was not uncommon, 

however, for owners of these one-acre 
lots to sell off footage to others. 

Mormons purchased land 
surrounding Nauvoo, to a distance of 
some 15 miles, and a community was 
established across the river in the 
Iowa Territory. Much of the Illinois 
farmland was, and remains today, the 
richest soil in the state. It is said that 
the city of Nauvoo itself had 11,000 
inhabitants by 1846, with another three 
or four thousand Mormons residing 
within 25 miles of the city. 

Nauvoo became far from what could 
be called a frontier city, unlike the wild 
and unruly frontier towns which 
sprung up in the west as long as 50 
years later. Among Nauvoo's populace 
were artists, musicians, craftsmen of 
every sort, teachers, and represen­
tatives of other desirable professions. 
Converts to the church came from all 
walks of life. 

The clay banks within the city 
supplied material for hundreds of 
brick homes which rapidly replaced 
the more rustic log cabins and rude 
huts. There were also many sub­
stantial frame homes. None of the 
homes could be called pretentious, and 

7 



some of the smaller houses were built, 
no doubt, with the thought in mind of 
future enlargement as fortunes 
prospered. Many of these homes 
remain today; some privately owned 
and remodeled for modern con­
venience, others restored to their 
original condition, chiefly with respect 
to kitchens and out-buildings. The 
homes were mostly of the Federalist 
style, reflecting the background of the 
greater percentage of Nauvoo's 
residents. 

Nauvoo was granted a charter by the 
Illinois state legislature, which 

allowed establishment, within the laws 
of the state and federal governments, 
courts, a university, and even a 
militia, which is reputed to have had a 
membership of 5,000 men, with Lt. 
Gen. Joseph Smith as commanding 
officer. 

Nauvoo's public buildings, mostly of 
brick, lined the old Main street. 

Prominent among these was the 
Cultural Hall, where lecturers were 
invited to speak, where musicales and 
dramatic presentations were given. On 
the third floor of this building, 
meetings of the Masonic order were 
held for a time, until the Masonic and 
Mormon organizations disassociated 
themselves from one another. The 
building had a stuccoed front which 
was scored off and painted to resemble 
marble blocks ; it had three entrances. 
The building stands today, its top story 
gone and with only one of its front 
entrances remaining. 

The Prophet Joseph Smith had 
purchased the trading post and lived 
there with his family until the house 
grew too small for him to entertain the 
hundreds of visitors who called. It was 
then that the Mansion House was built 
on the northeast corner of Water and 
Main streets. It was completed in 1843, 
but the prophet lived in it less than a 

SECURITY STATE BANK 

KEOKUK, IOWA 
DOWNTOWN DRIVE-UP FACILITY 

Maximum Interest On Savings Loans For Every Need 

8 

Phone 319 - 524-4355 

"THE KEY TO GOOD BANKING" 

The Interested Bank At 5th & Main 

Mini-Bank located in Keosippi Plaza 



THE LUCY MACK SMITH HOME 
Picture by Robert Smulllng 

year. The original building contained 
more than 20 rooms, the Smiths oc­
cupying only the west wing of the 
house. The remainder was operated by 
the prophet as a hotel until church 
activities made such demands on his 
time that he was forced to lease out the 
hotel concession. Smith also operated 
a general merchandise store about a 
block west of the Mansion House on the 
south side of Water street. The red 
brick building no longer stands, but its 
foundations have been excavated. The 
hotel portion of the Mansion House was 
torn down in 1898, having fallen into a 
state of general disrepair. 

The hotel accommodations proved 
inadequate, but had to suffice, 
because, although the prophet had 
received a revelation in January of 
1841 concerning the building of a large 
hotel, to be called the Nauvoo House, 
construction on the huge "L" shaped 
building was completed only to the 
level of the second story windows when 
it was decided to abandon Nauvoo. The 
prophet's widow later had most of the 
walls razed, completing a three-story 
portion in the southwest corner which 

she operated as a hotel called the 
Riverside Mansion. 

Undoubtedly the most ambitious 
project begun by the Saints in Nauvoo 
was construction of the far-famed 
Nauvoo Temple. Instructions for the 
building were included in the same 
revelation as those for the Nauvoo 
House. The cornerstone of the Temple 
was laid during the church's general 
conference on April 6, 1841. The 
Temple was dedicated in May of 1846, 
after the main contingent of Saints had 
fled the city. The Temple was 
destroyed by fire, believed set by an 
arsonist, in October of 1848, leaving 
only the gray limestone walls stan­
ding. 

According to Mormon doctrine, it 
was necessary to complete the Temple 
so that temple ordinances could be 
begun in order that there would be 
those to institute such ordinances in 
succeeding temples to be erected 
wherever the Saints settled in suf­
ficient numbers. 

Throughout the period from 1839 to 
1844, Joseph Smith was constantly 
harassed by gangs or offically-
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designated posses by Governor Boggs 
of Missouri, who sought to return 
Smith to Missouri to try him on 
charges brought while he was a 
resident of that state. None of these 
was ever successful in returning the 
prophet to that state; for either Smith 
received advance notice and could not 
be found, or writs of habeas corpus 
issued by the Nauvoo Municipal Court 
freed him 

Since it was obvious to the residents 
of Illinois that Nauvoo was a factor of 
no small magnitude to be reckoned 
with, various of the political aspirants 
sought to gain favor there. Although it 
was reported at the time that the 
Saints voted according to the dictates 
of their leader, there is no foundation 
on which to base such charges. 
Stephen A. Douglas was no stranger in 
Nauvoo, and it has been said that 
Abraham Lincoln who was to become 
President of the United States, voted, 
as a member of the Illinois 

Legislature, in favor of Nauvoo's 
liberal charter. 

Smith, himself, discontented with 
principles of both major political 
parties of the day, announced his 
candidacy for the Presidency, but was 
murdered before he could realize this 
ambition. 

As Nauvoo grew, so gr~w suspicions 
and animosity (generated most likely 
by jealousy) throughout the coun­
tryside. Not infrequently charges were 
made that instances of thievery and 
murder were plotted in Nauvoo. Many 
of Smith's woes had their beginnings 
within his church. Rumors of the 
practice of polygamy, or as some 
called it "spiritual wifery", were 
whispered about the city and broad­
cast beyond its limits. 

Open opposition to Smith came in a 
publication called "The Nauvoo Ex­
positor". A group of dl.uident Saints 
purchased a preaa, type, and 
newsprint, and publiahed one isaue, 
which vilified JOMPb Smith and other 

.......................................•• , ......... . 

SHEAFFER®• 
the proud crafts en 

................................... , ............... . 
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NAUVOO CULTURAL HALL 
From An Old Postcard 

Courtesy of Samuel Strange 

church leaders, and opposed the 
practice of polygamy, which the 
paper's editor said was being prac­
ticed by the prophet's own 
authorization. 

To quell this opposition, Joseph 
Smith, who was also mayor of the city, 
called a meeting of the city council; 
the paper was declared a public 
nuisance, its type thrown in a mudhole 
in front of the newspaper's office, its 
press smashed, and all copies of the 
publication which could be found were 
burned. 

Charges of treason were brought 
against Smith, and he voluntarily went 
to the county seat at Carthage to an­
swer the charges. With him went his 
brother, Hyrum, who was the church 
patriarch, and other of the church 
officials. Smith was acquitted of the 
charges, but on the advice of the 
county sheriff he and his party decided 
to remain in Carthage as guests in the 
sheriff's quarters in the county jail, in 
order that they might escape violence 
which it was rumored was plotted 
against them. 

Smith had sought, and thought he 
had gained the protection of Governor 
Thomas Ford of illinois. A contingent 
of the state militia was supposedly on 

hand to provide protection for Smith 
and his party. However, late in the 
afternoon of June 'J:l, 1844, a mob, their 
faces painted black, stormed the jail 
and murdered Smith and his brother 
Hyrum. Others in the party were in­
jured but recovered-~me being John 
Taylor, editor of the church paper 

''Times and Seasons.'' Protection of the 
state militia was nowhere in evidence, 
and members of the mob vanished. It 
is thought, in fact, that some members 
of the mob were militia men, but this 
has never been substantiated. 

One of the great enigmas in the 
history of illinois is the inaction of the 
Nauvoo Legion. Not a weapon was 
raised in an effort to find the mur­
derers of their leader. Bodies of the 
two slain brothers were returned to a 
sorrowing city and laid out for public 
view in the Mansion House parlor. It is 
recorded that more than 10,000 people 
passed the coffins in one dav before the 
Mansion House doors were closed at 5 
in the afternoon. 

Originally buried beneath the walls 
of the Nauvoo House · to prevent 
desecration, the bodies of the prophet 
and his brother were moved later to a 
spot under the brick floor of a "spring 
house" on the grounds of Smith's first 
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Nauvoo home. (In 1928 the bodies were foreseeing the possibility of more 
located by the Reorganized Church of trouble which might again force his 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, band of Saints to move on, sought out 
which owns the property, and rein- various locations where the church 
terred in a concrete crypt. An ap- might exist in peace. Among these was 
propriate gray granite slab now marks uninhabited territory in the West. It 
the graves of Joseph Smith, his wife was Brigham Young, however, who 
Emma, and his brother Hyrum). eventually chose the Salt Lake Basin, 

Nauvoo was not immediately and led his followers there; it was he, 
abandoned. Although its citizens might today recognized as one of the nation's 
have had much to fear, those who greatest colonizers, who picked up 
would have done them harm were in most of an entire city, ita cultur..P- .and 
similar dilemma, the question being industry, and transplanted it nearly 
"what will the Nauvoo Legion do?". intact some 1500 miles distant. 

Although there was much discontent In negotiations with their neighbors, 
among her neighbors, Nauvoo went the Mormons agreed to evacuate 
about her business as usual. Leaders of Nauvoo in the spring of 1846 "when the 
the church, some of whom were called grass grew and the streams flowed." 
home from missions abroad, main- But such was the feeling against 
tained a semblance or peace with the Nauvoo that the Saints were ordered to 
malcontents. It was at this time that leave the city in February of that year. 
Brigham Young emerged as the At once work was begun to build 
strongest of the church's leaders. wagons and gather stores for the 
Although a question arose as to journey. A large number of the 
whether he was the legal successor of membership crossed the river on the 
Joseph Smith, the great majority of ice, camping near what is now Mon-
Mormons chose to follow him. trose. Their hardship!! are now 

It has been said that during the history. 
stormy Nauvoo years, Joseph Smith, Meanwhile, in Nauvoo, work went on 
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CLARKE STORE 
Picture by Robert L. Hall 

feverishly to finish the great Temple, 
and many members of the church 
received their endowments before 
leaving Nauvoo. A description of the 
temple is included elsewhere. 

By September of that year, Nauvoo 
was all but a ghost city; the 
magnificent temple was occupied by 
members of a militia. General Thomas 
L. Kane, who was later to befriend the 
Mormons in the West (although he was 
not a Mormon), visited Nauvoo about 
this time and recorded in his journal 
that Nauvoo had the appearance of a 
city whose population had apparently 
vanished into nowhere. Garden gates 
were ajar; gardens appeared well 
tended; crops were there for har­
vesting; tables were set as though for 
dinner, although ashes were cold on 
the hearths. 

Emma Smith, widow of the prophet, 
chose ,not to follow Brigham Yoq. 
She was amoJll those who belleved 
leadership of. the church should remain 
within the Smith family. Hyrum 'a 
wife, however, took her children and 
followed Brigham Young. One of her 
sons later became president of the 

Mormon church, as did a grandson. 
Emma remarried and lived out her 

life in Nauvoo. She died in 1879 and was 
buried as near the site of the prophet's 
grave as anyone could remember, for 
the spring house had long ago disap­
peared. 

In 1860, at Plano, Illinois, a meeting 
of the body of Saints who had remained 
in the general area was held and the 
church reorganized, with Joseph 
Smith III, son of the prophet, as its 
leader. Headquarters of this church 
were later moved to Lamoni, Iowa, 
and finally to Independence, Mo. 
Leadership of the Reorganized Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
has remained in the Smith family. This 
church owns about 100 acres of 1and in 
Nauvoo, including the Mansion House, 
Nauvoo House, the Smith Homestead, 
and the Smith family graveyard, all of 
which are maintained, two of the 
buildings as museums. The church has 
a membership of over 150,000. 

other splinter groups went to 
California, Arizona, and to Michigan, 
but have no membership of any 
significance. Membership in the Utah-
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based church now exceeds three 
million. 

But a shell of her former self, 
Nauvoo now lay ready for another 
unusual chapter in her history. 

THE ICARIANS 
Except for history and tradition, 

little evidence remains .in Nauvoo 
today of what was known as the 
Icarian community. The homes they 
built, their public buildings-all have 
vanished, except, perhaps, for the old 
city jail (built of Mormon Temple 
stone), and the origin of this building is 
uncertain. 

The Icarians came to Nauvoo in 1850 
after a disastrous experience in Texas, 
which nearly caused the break-up of 
the group. Strangely enough, tradition 
has it that it was a Mormon who saved 
their Texas community from ex­
tinction. 

The Icarians were followers of 
Etienne Cabet, an idealist and former 
high official in the French govern­
ment. His book, "A Voyage Into 
Icaria," had as its theme the ideal 
society, a sort of Utopia, where each 
individual produced according to his 
ability and was provided for according 
to his needs. The theoretical society 

was a communal one in which 
everything was owned by the com­
munity; children were educated in a 
common school while the men and 
women went about the dally chores of 
providing the essentials of life. 

Banished from France, the group 
came to the United States, setUint first 
in Texas, where adverse conditions 
nearly cost them their existence. The 
group was made up of many artists, 
musicians, and intellectuals, unac­
customed to the hardahips of the Texas 
prairie and to manual labor. 

Learning of the nearly vacant city of 
Nauvoo, Cabet and his followers 
moved north, purchased as much of 
the Mormon land as their resources 
allowed, including the burned-{)ut 
shell of the Nauvoo Temple. On 
Temple Square Cabet was to establish 
his headquarters. 

An attempt was first made to clear 
rubble from within the walla of the 
Temple in an effort to rebuild its in­
terior for use as a meetint hall and 
general central headquarters. This 
effort was halted when a late­
afternoon windstorm blew in the 
cracked north wall of the building, 
nearly killing those working in the 
basement. 

Mark Twain said 
"There is an interesting cave a 

mile or two below Hannibal among 
the bluffs''- See "Life on the Mississippi" 

VISIT MARK TWAIN CAVE 
A Registered National Landmark 

Hannibal, Missouri Hwy. 79 South 
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TIMES & SEASON BUILDING 
Picture by Robert L . Hall 

The Icarians then went to work to Dissatisfaction with the leadership of 
salvage and sell building blocks from Cabet, and failure of the communal 
the temple. A schoolhouse was con- system to operate according to his 
structed on the southwest corner of theory brought disallusion to a 
Temple Square, using temple stone. majority of his followers. He was voted 
When the building was razed in 1972, out as leader, returning to St. Louis to 
remains of several of the ornate die a broken man. Much of the com­
carved base and capstones from temple mune moved to Corning, Iowa, where 
buttresses were discovered in the traces of its society can be found 
structure's footings , their {acing today. 
chiseled away to provide flat surfaces Nauvoo's many arched stone wine 
on which to build. cellars are attributed to the Icarians, 

A row of four frame apartment who are said to have introduced the 
houses was constructed along the grape culture here. There are those 
south and east sides of the block, their who say the grape and wine industry 
foundations being of temple stones. originated . with later settlers from 
Through lack of care and little interest Germany and Switzerland. 
in their preservation, the buildings It is a fact, however, that the present 
disappeared one by one. A brick winery is an outgrowth of the grape 
building at the northeast corner of the culture begun by a member of the 
block, reputed to have been their Icarian group, Emile Baxter, one of 
dining hall, proved to be of later origin, many lcarians who remained in 
being built in the 1860s as a public hall Nauvoo, and whose descendants 
by one John Dornseif. It is known that remain here today. 
a public wash house was constructed 
at the river's edge. It, too, disappeared 
many years ago. 

The Icarian community existed in 
Nauvoo for only five years. 

THE INTERVENING YEARS 
Nauvoo's population stabilized at 

about 2,000, according to a turn-of­
the century census. It was during this 
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period that the business district was 
moved first to Wells street, on which 
had fronted the Mormon Temple. 
Gradually, the businessmen moved to 
the area of Mulholland street, which 
now comprises the business district. 

Temple Square was included as part 
of the earlier business district, a candy 
store and general merchandise store 
being built to the north of the temple 
facade, and a lumber yard to its south. 
A saloon was built on the square's east 
side, between the Icarian apartment 
houses and the s<rcalled dining hall. 

In 1866, the temple facade, badly 
eroded by weather and time, was 
declared a public nuisance by the city 
council and was dynamited. A private 
dwelling was later constructed on the 
site of the temple's front steps. The old 
Icarian school became a drug store 
and postoffice, a private dwelling, and 
later the Catholic parochial school. 

During the last quarter of the 19th 
century Nauvoo had at one time no less 
than 14 saloons, two haberdasheries, 
and numerous general merchandise 

stores. Handicapped by lack of 
railroad facilities, and the fact that 
navigation was still a problem across 
the rapids, Nauvoo's fortunes 
gradually dwindled, until the 
population shrunk at one time to less 
than 1,000. 

Hundreds of Mormon buildings were 
either tom down for materials, or fell 
in for lack of care. Others were 
maintained as homes or public 
buildings. Interest in the community 
and its bizarre past never quite died 
out, however. Each year, hundreds 
came to the town to see where a 
mighty city had once flourished. 

Joseph Smith III, advised by the 
Nauvoo city council in 1898 of the state 
of disrepair of the Mansion House, 
inspected it and ordered the hotel wing 
razed. The living area of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith and his family, however, 
was maintained, and has been 
restored, as has his original home, 
called the Homestead . These 
properties have remained in 
possession of the Reoraanized Church 

FARMER'S STATE BANK OF FERRIS 

16 

"The Bank of Friendly Service" 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Phone 746-2161 

BERRES VARIETY STORE 

Joseph and Dorothy Vaal - Owners 

NAUVOO'S COMPLETE STORE 

- Self-Service -

Phone 453-2517 

Nauvoo, Illinois 



LYON HOME & DRUGSTORE: 
From Old Picture 

Courtesy of Samuel Strange 

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
Nauvoo's fortunes met another 

setback with passage of the 
Prohibition Amendment. Many of her 
citizens were engaged in the grape 
culture and wine industry, Nauvoo 
being noted far and wide for her fine 
wines. Thousands of barrels of the 
sparkling wine had been shipped from 
Nauvoo each year for many years. 

In a· sense, Nauvoo became "just 
another river town". But it could never 
be that. Although some of the local 
folk, many of whom were only vaguely 
aware of Nauvoo's past glory, won­
dered why, the flow of visitors seemed 
always to keep up at a steady pace; in 
fact at a steadily accelerating rate. 

TODAY 
Nauvoo survived the great 

depression of the 19308, as did the rest 
of the nation, suffering perhaps a little 
less because of its rural nature. By the 
late 1930s, however, it became ap­
parent that some means should be 
found to attract still more thousands of 
visitors to Nauvoo. Despite the fruit 
and cheese industries, there was still 

nothing to attract major industry to 
the community. 

The late Mayor Lowell Horton, for 
whom the lake in Nauvoo state park 
was named, formed a committee to 
devise some sort of unique celebration, 
built around Nauvoo's history and its 
chief industries. 

The result was the first Grape 
Festival in 1938, which, despite in­
clement weather was an immediate 
success, and has grown throughout the 
years, with additions of a second 
parade, an historical pageant, and 
other features into the largest of 
several fall events in the tri-state area. 

In the early 1950s a descendant of 
Heber C. Kimball, a Mormon pioneer 
resident of Nauvoo, whose family has 
since the very first been prominent in 
affairs of that church, purchased the 
family homestead and had it restored 
with the idea in mind of retiring here. 
He was Dr. J. LeRoy Kimball, a Salt 
Lake City physician. His project 
caught the attention of church 
authorities who saw in it the ventual 
restoration of at least a part of the old 
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city as both a monument to their 
forebears and as a means of attracting 
attention to their church. 

Since that time, over 1,000 acres of 
land have been acquired, several 
homes restored, which are described 
elsewhere, and a large visitors' center 
constructed to accommodate the more 
than 100,000 annual visitors to the city 
and to provide guide service for them. 

Nauvoo has been transformed into 
what has been described as a huge 
park by some, and "the Williamsburg 
of the West" by others. Plans are in 
the making for still further 
restoration, but as in the case of most 
such projects many months of in­
vestigation and exploration must be 
done before a project of any magnitude 
is launched. 

Temple Square has been cleared of 
all buildings and landscape architects 
are presently planning its 
beautification. In the 1960s the site of 

the Nauvoo Temple was found, but 
disappointingly few artifacts 
remained to give much information 
about it, so thorough had been the the 
Icarian "mining" of the ruins for 
building stone. It is said that a later 

Mormon Temple at St. George, Utah, 
used basically the same floor plan as 
the Nauvoo Temple, although it has a 
somewhat different and more simple 
exterior appearance. 

There are many things which could 
be said about this unique and historic 
city; only a few of its highlights have 
been touched upon. It is for the visitor 
of today to take the time to inquire 
about and to visit "the city beautiful" 
to discover the many facets which 
make up its innate charm, and which 
invariably evoke from the visitor that 
statement that a return visit is 
inevitable. 
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Wedding Of The Wine And Cheese 
BY MRS. IDA BLUM 

The wedding of the wine and cheese 
had its inception in the Averyron 
department of France, famous for fine 
cheese since the time of the Romans. 
Grapes, the fruit pre-eminently 
associated with wine, became most 
famous along the Rhine and Moselle 
valleys in Germany. 

The French Icarians came to 
Nauvoo in 1849 for the purpose of 
trying out a communistic plan of 
living. It was a small group never 
more than five hundred. Along with 
these French people came Germans, 
Swiss, English and Irish, with the 
Germans and Swiss predominating 
until Nauvoo became the largest 
German-speaking settlement in 
lllinois. The city held that distinction 
for more than fifty years. 

In 1846 the great Mormon pageant 
moved westward. Nauvoo the Mormon 
city, had been a formidable rival of 
Chicago and St. Louis. The Mormons 
had been driven from their homes, 
their fields, young orchards, 
brickyards, mills and factories, hence 
the vacated city influenced the 
European emigrants to locate here. 

The exceptional suitability of the 
soil, and the emigrants' knowledge o( 
grape-raising and wine-making, were 
instrumental in spreading vineyards 
over the hillsides once known as 
Quashquema. When the grapes had 
fully ripened, the first run off the press 
made the white wine, then the grapes 
were pressed and the juice colored by 
the grape skin, developed into red 
wine. 

Wine-making in Nauvoo, just as in 
France and Germany was often a 
neighborhood affair . Concord, 
Catawba and Norton were favorite 
wine grapes. The old Germans had a 
saying "Who loves not wine, woman 
and song, remains a fool his whole 
Ufe long." 

Singing was a favorite afternoon 
pastime among the Germans and the 
Swiss, and included many folk songs 
such as "1st das nicht eine Schnit­
zelbank?" "lch bin der doctor 
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Eisenhart," and "Zu Iauderback hab 
ich mein strumpf verloren." 

Nauvoo was honeycombed with 
many century-old German wine 
cellars and these were abandoned 
under the Prohibition Act. However 
when the cheese industry located here, 
the historic wine cellars, just as in 
France, came back into the picture 
again. 

The "Wedding of the Wine and 
Cheese" is the story of a shepherd boy 
in far away southern France, who left 
his unfinished lunch in a cool limestone 
cave. He returned months later to find 
the bread molded and the mold spread 
through the curds, changing it into 
blue-veined white cheese. 

Tasting it, he found it most delec­
table. The word spread and soon the 
limestone caves in that area were 
filled with curds infused with some of 
the mold from the original cheese - and 
the roquefort-type cheese was born. 

In the pageant, the ·Shepherd boy 
appears, followed by milk maids and 
cheese makers. The grape cutters 
carry baskets of luscious purple 
grapes; the milk-maids their pails of 
foamy creamy milk. The · grapes 
produce the wine, the creamy milk the 
cheese. Wine and cheese are con­
sidered at their best when eaten 
together, one complementing the 
other. 

In the ceremony the bride is sym­
bolic of the wine, the bridegroom 
symbolic of the cheese which 
represents healthful living. The bride 
advances carrying the wine which she 
places upon a wine barrel which 
symbolizes the altar. The bridegroom 
carries the cheese which he places 
beside the wine. 

The marriage contract is read by the 
chief magistrate after which the scroll 
is placed between the wine and cheese. 
The wooden hoop which encircles the 
three articles, symbolized the wedding 
ring and is placed thereon by the 
minister, thus completing the 
ceremony of the Wedding of the Wine 
and Cheese. 



WEDDING OF THE WINE AND CHEESE 
Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

Don't Miss 
The Annual 

GRAPE FESTIVAL 
Always Saturday and A._';unday 

before Labor Day 
Nauvoo is the only place in America where you can see a specta­
cle of this kind taken directly from the Festival in Hoquefort , 
France 
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The Story Of The Cheese Industry 
The story of Nauvoo blue cheese has 

legendary beginning. Some historians 
credit a shepherd boy who forgot his 
lunch of bread and curds in a limestone 
cave in southwestern France centuries 
ago with the discovery of Blue Cheese. 
As the legend goes when the boy found 
his lunch weeks later , the curds had 
acquired a delectable and delicate 
flavor. He thought the taste so good 
that he brought the cheese to the 
monks in a nearby monastery. They 
liked it, too, and began to make a Blue 
Cheese from sheep's milk, using the 
caves to create the same effect as the 
shepherd had achieved by accident. 

Caves also play an important role in 
the story of Nauvoo Blue Cheese. Back 
in 1937, Oscar Rhode became in­
terested in the work being done on Blue 
Cheese. He knew about Nauvoo and the 
many f!aves in the town, and decided to 
investigate and see if they would be 
suitable for the development of the 
flavor he sought in his Blue Cheese. 
Oscar Rhode came to Nauvoo and 
learned that the old Schenk Brewery 
had a series of caves. The old brewery, 
which isnowthesite of the Nauvoo Blue 
Cheese plant, stood proudly on a hill 
where it looked down upon the 
vineyard-covered hillsides and the 
majestic Mississippi River. He found 
that the limestone of the caves was the 
same as that which had been used in 
the Mormon Temple destroyed almost 
a century before. 

After a good deal of experiimental 
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work, he found that excellent blue 
cheese could be made in the old Schenk 
brewery because the caves provided 
consistent temperatures essential to 
the proper aging of the cheese. So. the 
caves, once filled with aging beer, 
today are used to cure Nauvoo Blue 
Cheese. Those who know specialty 
cheese say it is the finest Amei-ican 
Blue Cheese. 

MADE FROM COW'S MILK 
Although Oscar Rhode died in 1965, 

his family continues to operate the 
cheese plant. All Nauvoo Blue Cheese 
is made from top quality cow's milk 
obtained from nearby dairy farms . It 
takes approximately five quarts of 
milk, checked and prepared under 
state and federal regulations, to 
produce each pound of Nauvoo Blue 
Cheese. 

Rigid standards of quality and 
sanitation are maintained throughout 
every step of production. After 
homogenization, the milk is pumped 
into stainless steel vats in the "make" 
room and a lactic acid-producing 
culture is added, along with rennet, to 
coagulate the milk. 

In about 35 minutes, the contents of 
the vat have congealed and look like a 
big white custard pudding. This is the 
curd. After the curd has set, it is cut 
with knives that have wires evenly 
spaced on a stainless steel frame. 
When drawn through the full length 
and width of the vat, they produce 
equal-sized cubes of curd. The curd 

Bunch I Millies 
Tavern 

Your Favorite Beverages 
Package Liquors - Sandwiches 

8-12 Daily 11:30-12 Sunday 

Nauvoo. Illinois 
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Home of Nauvoo Blue Chen:;se 

Painting by Lane K. Newberry 
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cubes almost immediately begin to 
shrink and expel the whey. 

This process continues while the 
curd is stirred and then the whey is 
drained. Mter the whey is drained 
from the curd, Penicillium, Roqueforti 
in powdered form is added at the 
proportion of one tablespoon to 1,000 
pounds of milk. This powder is what 
causes the delicious flavor streaks in 
Nauvoo Blue Cheese. 
CHEESE BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE 
Next comes the hooping procedure. 

The hoops are open ended cylinders 
approximately 71;2 inches high . The 
hoops are made from perforated 
stainless steel to facilitate draining . 
The hoops, or wheels, of cheese are 
then taken to the drain room where 
they are turned many times during the 
first day to produce uniform shape and 
structure . 

Mter draining overnight, the cheese 
is taken to the salt room. The salting is 
done by rubbing each wheel of cheese 
in dry salt several times each day. 
Nauvoo Blue Cheese is held in the salt 
room at uniform temperatures and 
humidity for about a week. The salt 
serves to extract moisture from the 
cheese. It also helps to control 
development. 

Mter salting, the cheese is ready for 
curing. The wheels of Nauvoo Blue 
Cheese first are perforated with 
stainless steel needles. This piercing 
allows the gas of fermentation to 
escape and permits the entrance of air 
to promote the full growth of the blue 
flavor streaks . In the curing process, 
the cheese is placed on racks in one of 
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Raritan State Bank 
Raritan, Illinois 
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three caves where the temperature is 
controlled at 53 degrees and the 
humidity is kept at 95-98 per cent. 

CHECKED DURING CURING 

Each lot of Nauvoo Blue Cheese is 
tested periodically to determine its 
development during the 20 to 30 days of 
curing in the caves. Mter this curing, 
the blue flavor streaks have developed 
in the cheese. The wheels then are 
washed, wrapped, and placed in our 
large storage rooms where the final 
aging takes place. 

The temperature in the storage room 
is colder than the cave--35 to 38 
degrees. When the cheese is first 
placed in storage, it has a "young" or 
"green" flavor. The storage time is 
usually 60 to 90 days. Added to the 3Q­
day curing in the caves, this brings the 
age of Nauvoo Blue Cheese to between 
90 and 120 days. 

Now it truly is one of America's 
finest specialty cheeses and a good 
reason why it's said - "Nauvoo Where 
Cheesemaking is an Art." 

Ottumwa Tent & 

Awning Co., Inc. 
635 W. 2nd St., Ottumwa, Iowa 

Manufacturers of Tents, Awnings 
and Tarpaulins 

Anything that can be made of canvas 
Folding chairs for rent 
All Sizes tents to rent 

Write or phone 682-2257 fo r· prices 
and information 



MUSEUM OF NAUVOO 
LOCATED IN STATE PARK 

Picture by Robert Smulling 

The Wine And Fruit Industry 
By Mrs. Ida Blum 

Nauvoo, lli .--Long before California 
was thinking of gold Nauvoo was 
making rapid progress in grape 
culture and eventually became 
foremost in the industry in lliinois. 
According to early settlers the grape 
industry was begun by John Sillar, a 
German carpenter who located here in 
1846. He purchased 34 Catawba grape 
roots at 121h cents each from a peddler 
and being successful with them he 
purchased 850 grape roots in 1851. The 
same year Alois Rheinberger planted 
500 grape roots paying 10 cents each 
for same. 

In 1853 Sillar made 80 gallon of wine 
which was reputed to be the first wine 
made in Nauvoo, lliinois. By 1862 it 
was averaging $2.00 per gallon. By 1855 
John Sillar was making 360 gallon. 
John Tanner also pioneered in the 

grape and wine industry here. A native 
of Switzerland he came to Nauvoo in 
1846 and the next year set out two acres 
of Norton grape roots. The Norton was 
used mostly for medicinal purposes. 

Others who pioneered here in this 
industry were August Berger, A. 
Burton, Burmeister, Bauer, Leppert, 
Schneider, Ritter and Paul. 

The wine was shipped to St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, Minn. · in 50 barrel lots. 
Much of it was also shipped to St. Louis 
and New York as well as sold locally. 
In 1857 Emile Baxter Sr. located in 
Nauvoo, the year following the French 
Icarian exodus. Mter his death in 1895 
the Gem City Vineland Co. was 
organized with the Baxter sons as 
partners. 

The shipping of grapes began in 1870 
and William Stahl is credited with 
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RITTER PRESS HOUSE 
Located in State Park 

instituting the grape shipping industry 
in Nauvoo. Some have credited the 
French with the grape and wine in­
dustry however Emile Vallet in his 
book "Communism at Nauvoo" says 
"The Icarians who would have 
preferred to drink wine but having no 
success with their grapes they had to 
drink whiskey.'' 

Through the years most of the land 
once covered with vineyards has been 
turned into farming. The 100 acre field 

fly·Vee 
Hy-Vee Food Store 
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at one time the largest vineyard in 
Hancock county, is now only a 
memory. William Stahl also pioneered 
in raising strawberries and in 1889 
advertised for 1,000 strawberry 
pickers. He chartered a steamboat, the 
J.C. Atlee, to run between Fort 
Madison and Nauvoo to bring and 
return pickers. Stahl and son shipped 
54 carloads of strawberries during 
June of that year. Pickers were paid 6 
cents for picking four quarts. 

Visit 

Buss Big Value 
We have­

Delicatessen Foods 
Nauvoo Products 
Dairy Bar 
Groceries-Meats 

Most Unusual 
Finest Quality at Low Prices 



NAUVOO'S FIRST VINEYARD 
Loc•ted in St•te P•rk 

Through the years other fruits have 
been shipped--apples, pears, and 
peaches. Today much of the fruit 
raised is moved out by truck or sold at 
local fruit stands. 

Felix Hansman was one of the few 
who had a wine cellar and also a beer 
cellar in Nauvoo at the same time. He 
located in Nauvoo in 1856. The ex­
ceptional suitability of the soil here 
plus the knowledge and skill of the 
winemakers along the Rhine and 
Moselle valleys in Germany were 
contributing factors in the German 
emigration to Nauvoo in the early 
1859's. 

Grape is the fruit pre-eminently 
associated with the making of wine. 
The quality of wine depends on three 
factors--the species, the soil and the 
climate. 

Viniculture, the raising of grapes for 
wine, is almost as old as man. It 
probably had its beginning in the 
Caspian Sea area. It is claimed the 
Romans planted grapes along the 
Rhine before the 2nd century A.D. The 
American grapes, particularly the 

Concord is known as a strong flavored 
grape and in Nauvoo the grape grown 
for wine is predominantly the Concord. 

In 1874 each of three Germans 
claimed to have the largest wine cellar 
in Nauvoo, they were Wassierzieher, 
Hansman and Bauer. Although 
Nauvoo is honeycombed with wine­
cellars it does not mean that privately 
owned cellars were filled with wine. 
Although each cellar no doubt had a 
wine keg or barrel, the purpose of the 
stone and underground vaulted room 
was a safe retreat in case of a tornado. 
It was also a splendid storage place for 
potatoes, apples, pears, canned fruit, 
pumpkins, squash, turnips, carrots, 
cabbage and beets. 

The cool damp dirt floor was a 
desirable place to store the wood tubs 
and it was a good place to keep 
sauerkraut and applebutter in their 
stone jars all of which needed a cool 
even temperature just as the wine did. 
The old stone walls in the wine-cellars 
speak eloquently of a great Nauvoo 
tradition and are good examples of 
individual craftsman ship. The stone 
walls help the present generation 
visualize the environment here a 
century ago. 
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Quality For A Hundred Years 
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Baxter's Grapes-Apples-Pears 

GEM CITY VINELAND CO., INC. 



THE HOME OF OLD NAUVOO WINE 
Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

Emil J. Baxter, the great grandfather of the late President and name­
sake Emil 0. (Cap) Baxter established Gem City Vineland Co., Inc., in 
1857. He left his home in Newark, N. ]. and came out to Nauvoo to 
serve as secretary to Cabet who was then the head of the French Icarian 
settlement here. When the lcarian settlement collapsed, Baxter stayed on 
in Nauvoo to bring the Nauvoo area 100 years of prosperity from the 
Concord grape. 

29 



30 

NAUVOO HOTEL 

COMPLETE 

Finest Foods • Reasonable Prices 

Nauvoo, Illinois 

Kraus 

For Reservations 
Phone 453-2211 

NAUVOO CAFE & CAFETERIA 

Air Conditioned 

Good Food 

Confections 

Fast Service 

L_ ________________________________ _ 



THE NATIONALLY FAMOUS NAUVOO 
HOTEL 

Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

Erected in 1841, this beautiful example of early American archi­
tecture was once a Mormon residence. It has been painstakenly 
restored and now serves as an eating place which has become 
known all over America for its fine food and gracious service . 
. . . Open from April to November they feature Family Style 
Dinners .... and gift packages of the famous Nauvoo food 
products. 
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FIRST HOUSE IN NAUVOO 
From An Old Postcard 

courtesy of Samuel Strange 

Quashquema To Nauvoo 
The Pageant , Quashquema to 

Nauvoo is the story of this historic 
town as told by our Grandfathers, and 
portrayed in live pageantry. 

The Sac and Fox Indians were 
among the first upon this beautiful 
countryside. Their lodges numbered in 
the hundreds and the Indians called 
this place Quashquema, which is 
interpreted "Beautiful Site" and for 
them it was a favorite hunting ground. 

The first white settler at Nauvoo was 
Capt. James White. He arrived here in 
either 1823 or 1824 to reside and trade 
with the Sac and Fox Indians. At this 
time Capt. White purchased this small 
village from the Indians with 200 sacks 
of corn. It is said that the Oak tree 
under which this transaction took 
place still stands. A few other settlers 
came, and the first post office in 
Hancock County, called Venus, was 
established in March 1830. In 1834, 
Commerce was laid out , and Venus 
was absorbed by the new town. In 1837, 
Commerce City, a "paper town" was 
laid out by eastern speculators, just 
north of Commerce. 

In 1839 the Mormons arrived here 
32 

after being driven out of Missouri. 
They bought several hundred acres of 
land here and in 1840 the post office 
was changed from Commerce to 
Nauvoo. The name is said to be taken 
from the Hebrew and means 
"Beautiful place" or "pleasant land." 
The town was incorporated as a city 
and given a special charter by the 
Dlinois Legislature. In a few years of 
hard work, the Mormons had a won­
derful city with a population of over 
11,000 people. In 1841, the erection of a 
great temple was started. The building 
was completed enough to be used in the 
summer of 1844, but owing to the death 
of the Prophet, Joseph Smith, it was 
never completed. Outlawry ran riot 
during the years 1844-45 in Hancock 
County. The law was openly violated 
and it seemed impossible to bring the 
culprits to trial. The rapidly growing 
city became a rendezvous for 
criminals . 

The Mormons were blamed, un­
justly . This , with their political ac­
tivity, brought an open conflict with 
the non-Mormon residents which 
reached a climax in 1846. The Prophet , 



THE BURNING TEMPLE 
Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

Joseph Smith, and his brother Hyrum, 
were shot and killed by a mob in the 
county jail at Carthage on June 27, 
1844, while supposedly under the" 
protection of State Troops. In 1846 the 
Mormons were expelled from Dlinois 
by the uprising of the neighborhood 
people. This began the great exodus to 
the west. On the night of Oct. 8, 1848, 
the great temple was burned at the 
hands of an arsonist , said to have been 
Joseph Agnew. 

The exodus of the Mormons gave 

Courtesy of 

Clarence E. Neff 

CLARENCE E. NEFF 

Your State Representative 

Nauvoo a vacant and deserted ap­
pearance. At about that time, a man 
from France, Etienne Cabet, with a 
band of Icarians, who heard about this 
ghost town on the banks of the 
Mississippi, migrated to the deserted 
village of Nauvoo. Here they tried out 
their communistic plan of living. In a 
few years, however, the members of 
the colony found the communistic idea 
was impracticable. Dissensions arose 
and an open rebellion ensued, and 
Cabet, with a small group of followers 

CANTON FERRY 
at Canton, Missouri 

Crossing the Mississippi 

Hours 7 A.M. to 8 P .M. 
Summer Months 

Auto H.ate 

$1.?5 one way or $2.25 Round Trip 

Allen Blackmore, Owner &. Operator 
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ICARIAN BUILDING 
Painting by Bernard Gajewski 

left Nauvoo. The Icarians who 
remained in Nauvoo, divided the 
property among themselves and 
settled down to our own democratic 
way of life. 

And then came to Nauvoo a Priest, 
Father Alleman, bringing with him the 
grape vine. Father Alleman planted 
the vine here and for Nauvoo this grew 
into a thriving industry. From these 
grapes the Icarians started making 
wine. More than 40 large vaulted 
cellars of limestone were built with 
press houses above them, and within a 
very short time, sparkling wines were 

flowing to the North, East, South and 
West and carloads of the "Pride of 
Nauvoo," her delicious grapes, were 
shipped in all directions. 

And then from all directions other 
sturdy pioneers began to come to 
Nauvoo, the French, the Germans, the 
Swiss, the English and the Irish each 
had something to contribute to the 
future of Nauvoo. With the coming of 
all these people, Nauvoo again had a 
prosperous look. 

For years all went well in this land. 
Then came the years under the 
Prohibition Act. The cellars gradually 

Compliments of 

IOWA STATE BANK 
A venue G & 9th St. 

Fort Madison, Iowa 

Drive In-Avenue G & 11th St. 

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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SOD STAGE 
Located in State Park 

Picture by Robert Smulling 

became empty, and no longer housed 
the wine that was given by the good 
God "to cheer the heart of man ." And 
then wine vats deteriorated, and the 
cellars became the home of mold, and 
spiders, and other foreign bodies, mute 
witness of the instability of all things 
natural and human. But you can't 
down the people of Nauvoo. Once 
again, for the third time in it's history, 
Nauvoo built anew on things forsaken, 
abandoned, dead. This time a new 
source of wealth came from the 
molding caves of dead hope. In 
Nauvoo, it was found that many of the 
old, abandoned lime-stone winecellars 
had just the proper temperatures and 
moisture for the culture of blue cheese. 
And so from the ashes of the past a new 
occupation was born, a sign of 
prosperous days ahead. With the 
repeal of Prohibition Act the revived 
wine industry was now complemented 
by the new-born cheese industry. 

As in France, so in Nauvoo it is found 
that these two good gifts of nature 
complement each other, and the 

people feel that there is more than a 
mystical relationship between their 
wines and their bule cheese. They are 
at their best together. And so each 
year at festival time, Nauvoo relives 
her past with her historical pageant 
and the Wedding of the Wine and 
Cheese. 
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3. Site of Nauvoo Temple 
4. St. Mary Priory 
5. First Presbyterian Church 
6. PostOffice 
7. Jose£h A~ew Home 
8. Old ine ellar 

Sa. United Methodist Church 
9. Pioneer Motel 

10. American Legion Hall 
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14. Gem City Vineland Co. 25. Homestead 
15 . Village Inn Motel 26 . Smith Family Cemetery 
16. Century 0 ld Vineyard 27. Site of Joseph Smith's Store 
17. Temple Sun stone 28. South Wing of First Hotel 
18. Nauvoo Historical Society 29. William Marks Home 

Museum 30. Site of Hyrum Smith Home 
19. John Smith Home, Prophet's 31. Parley St. Landing .. 

uncle Exodus Point 
20. Whole Wheat Flour Mill & 32. Site of Capt. James White Home 

Bakery 33. Seventies Hall 
21. Joseph Smith Historic Cente~ 34. Webb Blacksmith Shop 

Visitors Center 35. Brigham Young Home 
22. Nauvoo House 36 . Times and Seasons Complex 
23. Mansion House 37. Jonathon Browning Home 
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39. Masonic Temple 
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52. Hotel Nauvoo 
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A Nostalgic Look Back By A 
Descendent of an Early Nauvoo 
Settler 

Memories of 

Home in 
the 1890's 

Listen my friend, and you shall hear 
A simple story of things most dear. 
In 1828, so I've heard tell 
A home was built, and built quite well. 
Of oaken logs and faith and hope, 
Well placed at the top of a gentle slope 
That led to the river great and wide, 
That to this home brought joy and 

pride. 
"Tis here the families for long have 

dwelt, 
And for this land much love have felt, 
With its tree clad hills and curving 

creek, 
Where the cows at night a drink would 

seek. 

The big old house that they all well 
knew, 

With its many rooms and old stairs too. 
The kitchen small with its pantry shelf, 
Where often you went to help yourself, 
From the cook'y crock or tall bread jar, 
Where the big brown loafs of home 

made bread 
Seemed just to be waiting for a lunch­

time spread, 
Of butter and sugar, or honey, you 

know 
Made by the bees in the south fence 

row . 

The big square dining-room with its 
table spread, 

Where of a lamplit evening we 
gathered round 

To study, to play and much pleasure 
found 

In the simple things forgotten today. 
With laughter and noise the hours 

sped, 
'till eight o'clock the old clock said, 
Then family prayers and off to bed, 
38 

~cure and safe in the old homestead. 
Each season brought its pleasures 

there 
To brighten life and lighten care. 
SPRING with the sap from the maple 

tree, 
brought from the woods by you and 

me, 
To make the syrup sweet and brown 
The like of which cannot be found 
The flower dotted hills, the babbling 

brook, 
The budding woods from which we 

took 
Not only flowers, but glowing health 
Worth more by far than any wealth 

Then SUMMER whose story could 
never be told 

Such a lot of pleasure those month did 
hold, 

From the first day of vacation when we 
were free 

To play in the shade of the old "dish-
tree", 

Or hunt craw-daddys in the creek. 
Then in the big barn so cool and dark 
We climbed to the rafters just for a 

lark, 
Daring each other to jump in the hay 
Or to hurry up and get out of the way. 

With bare brown legs and pig-tails 
stout, 

We drove up the cows or just roamed 
about, 

Filling the woods with laughter and 
shout. 

Remember the day, when we were 
late, 

Rose tagged us up to the pig-pen gate, 
To clamber over she was much too 

small 
So what did she do but stand there and 

bawl 
'till Mother came to the dining-room 

door 
And gave us to understand what we 

were for . 

Many a picnic up on the hill 
A swim in the river to give us a thrill, 
An evening ride in the old row boat, 



An Old Oak Tree 
The "Dish-Tree" 

Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

When the waves came in from the 
steamer gay 

That passed along us, over the way . 
Too soon it was AUTUMN and a sturdy 

group 
Trudged up the road on the way to 

school. 
New shoes squeaking and hair ribbons 

bright, 
What was three miles when hearts 

were light? 

The pleasure of home, when lessons 
were said, 

The kitchen sweet with new baked 
bread. 

A slice in hand we'd call to the dog, 
and go over the hills to look for the 

cows, 
With wood-box to fill, chickens to feed 

and eggs to get, 

Milking to do and table to set, 
Each had his chores inside or out 
And it did no good to fuss or pout. 
Saturday found us free to roam 
Through the woods made gay by Jack 

Frost's paints, 
Where we gathered nuts to carry 

home, 
Or just wandered around without 

restraint. 
We roasted coffee beans down in the 

lot, 

Or pulled shucks in the barn, whether 
we liked it or not. 

WINTER, such coasting on snow­
covered hills 

The steeper the better with bumps and 
spills. 

Ice skating on the old Mississippi 
'till cheeks were red or fingers nipped. 
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How many a trip to church or school 
With horses hitched to the big bob 

sled, 
Where we sat in the straw and found it 

cool, 

But had lots of fun when all is said. 
Then Christmas: Could you ever forget 

it? 

The thrill of dads call at 5 a .m. and the 
way we met it. 

The smell of cedar, the beautiful tree 
that stood 

In all its splendor, as a CHRISTMAS 
TREE SHOULD, 

Surrounded by gifts for you and me 
That made Santa Claus seem as real as 

could be . 
Seven lumpy stockings hanging in a 

row 

From which we took candy, cookies 
and an orange you know. 

Compliments Of 
Menn's Firestone 

Philco Appl.--Firestone 
Tires and Tubes 

Speed Queen Washers and Dryers 
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Phn1w ~:i7-2134 Carthage. Ill. 
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Then away to church in the cold and 
dark, 

The little wax infant in the crib, 
The beautiful hymns that mark 
This day as one from heaven. 
No Christmas anywhere was half so 

fine 
As the one in the old home that was 

yours and mine. 

Such was home, with a gentle mother 
so sweet and kind 

And the greatest dad that you ever 
could find. 

Blessed in deed were the children 
there 

Who grew up protected by 
such loving care, 

In the big white house on the top of the 
hill, 

With the mighty Mississippi flowing 
by, 

Reflecting God's glory from on high 
Are you sorry you lived in that other 

day 
Instead of now in the more modern 

way? 

DON'T SHOOT THE BULL! 

Ship Him With 

SMITH TRUCK LINES 
Phone 357-2413 

Carthage Illinois 



Scene of Old Nauvoo 
Painting by Lane K . Newberry 
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The Nauvoo Temple 
By Ida Blum 

Nauvoo, lll. - The Nauvoo Temple, 
that once stood proudly on the brow of 
the hill overlooking the mighty 
Mississippi River, was not a myth or 
traditional story, for much tangible 
evidence is in existence today. The 
recent excavation made on Temple 
Square shows the original foundation; 
three sunstones are another proof, one 
is located in the Nauvoo State park, 
one on the Quincy Historical grounds, 
and one in the Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington, D.C. The moonstones and 
parts thereof are more plentiful, but 
only one starstone has been recovered. 

When the Mormons (Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints with 
headquarters in Salt Lake City, Utah) 
built this imposing edifice, they used 
the strict order of the priesthood. The 
first stone of basic importance was 
laid ceremoniously on the southeast 
corner by the First President on April 
6, 1841. The southwest corner stone 
was laid next, the northwest corner 
stone followed, and the northeast 
corner stone was placed last. 10,000 
persons witnessed the laying of the 
four corner stones. 18 stone-cutters 
were put at dressing the rock and 
many masons were later placed on the 
job. Much of the pine lumber for the 
temple came from Wisconsin. 87,732 
foot of lumber was brought down at 
one time and soon afterwards 67,952 
foot were received and hauled to the 
temple grounds. 

Dr. T. Edgar Lyon, research 
historian for Nauvoo Restoration, Inc ., 
said "The temple of gray limestone 
was 128ft. long, 83ft. wide, 100ft. to the 
tower and 58% ft. to the top of the 
spire, totalling 158% ft. in height . 
William Weeks was the architect and 
foreman of the Nauvoo Temple. The 
baptismal font in the basement rested 
on 12 oxen, set on a brick floor. The 
first font was of wood, and stood north 
and south; this was later replaced by 
limestone oxen . The limestone was not 

feasible for the intricate work required 
for the horns and ears, so they were 
made of tin. The font made of stone 
was placed east and west with stairs at 
each end. The oxen which represented 
the twelve tribes of Israel, were from 
the knees up. The font was 16 ft. long, 
12 ft . wide and 7 ft. high." Dr. Lyon 
stated "What has been referred to as 
30 hewn pilasters, were really 30 
buttresses which held up the massive 
sunstones and supported the roof." 

The 30 sunstones, 30 moonstones, 
and 30 starstones represented the 
three grand divisions of glory, 
celestial, terrestrial, and telestial, 
which according to Mormon belief, 
people will be separated and placed 
according to their works, in the 
hereafter. The first wooden oxen were 
the work of Elijah Fordham, the first 
convert to the Mormon religion from 
New Your City. The first person to be 
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baptized was Reuben McBride by 
Elder Samuel Rolfe . 

Willard Richards was appointed by 
the Prophet Joseph Smith to be temple 
recorder and he recorded in the book, 
Dec . 1, 1841 : "One gold sovereign, 
vallue $5.00, to the credit of John 
Sanders who was late from Cum­
berland on the borders of Scotland, 
Europe." 

It was close to a year following the 
martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith that the capstone of the temple 
was laid. Edward Miller and Elisha 
Everett were the first to get the view 
from the top of the temple which rose 
in testimony to the Mormon faith. 

Baptism for the dead began in the 
basement of the temple. The temple 
was reputed to be the largest building 
west of Cincinnati and north of St. 
Louis in 1846, and was privately 
dedicated, April 30, 1946, by President 
Joseph Young of the First Council of 
the Seventies, and officially dedicated 
May 1, 1846 by Elders Orson Hyde and 
Wilford Woodruff of the Council of the 

Twelve. 
The night of October 7-8, 1848, two 

years following the great Mormon 
exodus, the temple was burned by an 

Dairy 

incendiary. William Huntington and 
Aaron Johnson, brothers-in-law, were 
in charge of the tempie that night and 
Huntington recorded in his diary that 
entrance was gained through a 
basement window that had been 
broken for the purpose. The fire raged 
all night and the next day, the terrible 
heat melted the lead which dripped 
down onto the stones. 

A tornado, May 27, 1850, leveled the 
temple ruins . From this enormous pile 
of rock the Icarians built a schoolhouse 
on Temple Square ; some went into a 
jail and any amount went into foun­
dations, doorsteps, lintels, and 
winecellars in Nauvoo. 

The temple was built through tithing 
and every tenth day was appropriated 
to the building of same. There had 
been 5692 ordinances for the living, 
given in the temple, and thousands of 
baptisms for the dead in the font in the 
basement. The Nauvoo Temple , 
although only a memory, is still 
considered the most precious heritage 
surrendered by the Mormons when 
they left Nauvoo. 
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JOSEPH SMITH HOMESTEAD 

Joseph Smith Historic Center 
What is known today as the Joseph 

Smith Historic Center, was established 
in 1918 by the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
headquartered in Independence, 
Missouri. In 1918 the Saints Church (as 
it shall be referred to for brevity in this 
article) acquired from the Smith 
family the Homestead and Mansion 
House, and even in that day over 1000 
people a year visited this famous 
landmark. 

In the years since, additional land 
has been purchased, and the 
Homestead and Mansion House have 
been restored to more faithfully reflect 
the · heritage of Nauvoo, the City 
Beautiful. Every day of the year, with 
the exception of three major holydays, 

it is possible to take a 40 minute 
walking tour of the Joseph Smith 
Historic Center. 

The tour begins in the stone Visitors 
Center with a brief automated slide 
presentation which emphasizes the 

history of Nauvoo and the man, Joseph 
Smith. Visitors are then shown to the 
gravesite of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, 
and Emma, Joseph's wife. Joseph and 
Hyrum were killed June 27, 1844. They 
were being illegally held at the Han­
cock county jail in Carthage, when a 
mob stormed the building and shot 
both men. Because of fear for the 
safety of the bodies, it was necessary 
to bury them secretly. Their bodies 
were placed in the present burial plot 
in 1928. 

From the gravesite visitors go to the 
old Homestead. The log part of this 
building is the oldest building in 
Hancock county and indications are 
that it was built in 1803 by a general 
government agent, William Ewing. 
Young Lt. Zebulon Pike reported the 
house at the head of the Des Moines 
Rapids in 1805, and that he stayed with 
Ewing overnight. 

Joseph Smith bought the building in 
1839. Shortly after his return from 
Washington D.C. where he and other 
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church leaders had gone in an attempt 
to gain redress against the state 
Missouri , he added a one story addition 
to the north side of the log house. This 
addition was built of native lumber -­
oak siding and studding, rived laths, 
and shaven shingles. This gave the 
family three rooms, the two in the old 
part used as bedrooms, and new one 
becoming the family living room, or 
keeping room as it was known. 

It had a fireplace in the north end, 
which according to early accounts, 
made the room quite comfortable even 
in cold weather. Within a few feet of 
the west door of the new addition there 
was a little log building such as was 
common at that time, to be used for 
cooking in the summertime. A shed 
roof connected it with the main 
building , thus making a sort of an 
indoor hallway. The foundation of this 
summer kitchen was located by ar­
chaeologists the summer of 1971. In the 
same vicinity, the archaeologists also 
found a section of an old sanitary 
drain. This was nothing more than a 
brick trough entending from the area 
near the summer kitchen about fifty 
feet toward the river. The pioneers. 
used this as a method of disposing of 
the waste dish and wash water . 

When Joseph Smith purchased the 
Homestead property, it was found the 
previous owner had started a well near 
the house. The well was only twelve 
feet deep, but was down to the bed 
rock. Joseph Smith had some men 
bring blasting powder and lower the 
well an additional eighteen feet. A 
good vein of water was struck and the 
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old well is still filled with cool, clear 
water just as it was in the days of early 
Nauvoo. 

It was hoped that this large room 
might give the necessary space for 
many visitors who called daily on him. 
Apparently this was not the case. 
Joseph Smith III, eldest son of the 
prophet, recalled this situation in his 
memories: "Father's home in Nauvoo 
was generally overun with visitors. 
There was scarcely a Sunday in or­
dinary weather that the house and 
vard were not crowded--the yard with 
teams and the house with callers. This 
made a great deal of bustle and con­
fusion, and also a heavy burden of 
added toil for Mother and an un­
necessary expense for Father." 
Continuing the memoirs of "Young 
Joseph" : "About 1842, a new and 
larger house was built for us. After it 
was finished and we had moved into it, 
some friends suggested that it should 
be expanded into a hotel, large enough 
to accommodate the usual crowds of 
visitors ... " Deciding to do this Joseph 
Smith engaged the builder (name of 
Coolidge) to extend the south wing to 
the east. On the ground floor this in­
cluded a large dining room and a 
suitable kitchen, with a basement 
below the kitchen where the cooking 
range was placed. This east basement 
also afforded a cellar for storage. Over 
the dining room and kitchen was a 
series of bedrooms, six single ones on 
the north side and four double rooms 
on the south side. The building, as 
expanded, had a total of twenty-two 
rooms. 

Shortly after the building was 
opened as a hotel, Mrs. Smith went to 
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GRAVES OF THE MARTY RS 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith were martyred June 27, 1844. Secretly buried by Emma 

Sm ith, Joseph 's wife, near present location, Emma remained in Nauvoo and reared her 
eldest son to leadersh ip of the Reorganized CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST of Latter Day 
Saints. Ali three reinterred in 1928. 

St. Louis for the purpose of securing 
such furniture , curtains, bed linen, 
table napery , dishes and utensils as 
were needed to equip and operate a 
hostelry . 

This new home, when completed, 
was called variously , The Mansion 
House, the Mansion, and the Nauvoo 
Mansion . Today it is widely known as 
the Mansion House. The only part of 
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the building standing today is the 
original 1842 construction. The hotel 
wing was removed in 1890. The 
Mansion House was operated as a hotel 
from 1843 until 1869. Most of that 
period the hotel was managed by Mrs . 
Emma Smith, who in 1847 married one 
of Nauvoo's "new citizen" , Major 
Lewis C. Bidamon. Mrs . Bidamon 
remained in Nauvoo, and raised her 

The 

CountrJ Peddler 
Antiques 

We specialize in rustic fur­
nishings 

Rt. 136 Carthage, Ill. 
Phone 217-357-3220 

Open Daily Sunday 1-5 

47 



family . Her eldest son, Joseph Smith 
III, grew up in Nauvoo, married a local 
girl, studied law, was elected Justice 
of Peace, and in 1860 was ordained 
President of the Saints Church. He 
remained a citizen of Nauvoo until 1866 
when he left to take over the editorial 
responsibilities of the church 
magazine, The True Latter Day Saints 
Herald. 

An interesting sidelight to Nauvoo 
history as related by "Young Joseph" 
Smith, was that when he first assumed 
the Presidency of the church in 1860, 
there were several of his Nauvoo 
friends who warned him about 
"preaching Mormonism", yet in 1877 a 

petition was presented to him for the 
leading citizens of Nauvoo asking that 
the Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints consider 
making Nauvoo its headquarters. This 
was not possible, however, because of 
previous committments to other 
places. 

On display in the building today is a 
desk from the Nauvoo Temple and two 
first editions of the Book of Mormon. 
The Joseph Smith Historic Center is 
open all year . From Memorial Day to 
Labor Day from 8:00a.m. to 8:00p.m., 
the balance of the year from 8: 30 a.m. 
to 5:00p.m. 
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THE MANSION HOUSE 
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Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

Browning, Pioneer Gunmaker, 
Had Home In Nauvoo In 1840's 

By Mrs. Ida Blum 

"And this is the Jonathan Browning 
home, his son was a great inventor." 

Little more is said by the guides, or 
the townspeople in general, for little 
has been known about this man who 
was a great gunsmith in his own rights , 
having invented repeating rifles from 
1831 to 1854. 

Born Oct. 22, 1805, in Nashville, 
Tenn., he was the son of Edmund and 
Sarah Allen Browning and through the 
years he was known as Judge 
Jonathan Browning. In 1934 the 
pioneer gunmaker migrated west­
ward, carrying his meager equipment 
for making guns, and settled in Adams 
County, Dl. where he continued his 
trade. He invested in land and engaged 
in agriculture along with his gun and 
blacksmithing. 

Having been previously converted to 
Mormonism, he moved to Nauvoo in 
1842 and built a substantial two-story 
brick residence and gunshop. The 
house faces west on Main street in the 
first ward. The building is of hand­
made bricks - Nauvoo had four brick 
yards at that time, three on the "flat" 
and one on the "hill". The lintels are of 
handhewn stone. The 111 year old 
doorbell was recently removed for 
safekeeping. The bell was operated by 
pulling a small metal bar, attached to 
a string, which rang a gong on the 
inside of the house. 

Entering the home, the first room is 
a reception hall at the end of which is 
the door to the enclosed stairway, 
steep and narrow, leading to the two 
rooms above. All opening into a large 
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sitting room. Most of the wood in the 
interior of the home is pine. This sit­
ting room has a large fireplace to the 
north with wide shallow closets on 
either side. 

One can easily picture the room as it 
was at that time-daguerreotypes and 
tin types on the mantel, small cen­
tertable on which rested the Book of 
Mormon, framed hair wreath on an 
easel in the corner, a handmade rag 
carpet stretched over a thick layer of 
straw, and tacked on the floor around 
the walls. Handhewn hickory laths in 
the ceiling are seen where the 
plastering has fallen off. 

In the master bedroom on the second 
floor is a fireplace to the north with its 
accompanying wide shallow closets on 
either side. In the ceiling is the 
manhole to the attic. 

The large roomy kitchen, a small 
bedroom, and an enclosed porch are 
located in the lean-to on the east. A 
well and cistern were placed con­
veniently near the kitchen door. The 
deep open well, with its moss-covered 
bucket, also served as a refrigerator -
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the butter, milk and cream being hung 
in seperate pails along the side, in the 
dark cool depth below. A honeysuckle 
climbed the latticed back porch, a lilac 
bush grew nearby, and close to the 
kitchen entrance bloomed flowers -
four o'clock and bleeding hearts . 

The gunshop was located in the one­
story addition to the north and had a 
stairway to the attic above it. The 
doors to the gunshop are quaint double 
affairs and appear to be made of solid 
wood, being so constructed to protect 
the glass window in the door. The 
transom has three glass panes. The 
locks have large brass keys. 

In 1846 the Browning family 
emigrated west during the general 
Morman exodus. Jonathan settled in 
western Iowa, near Council Bluffs, 
then called Kanesville. Here the 
family lived while Jonathan employed 
his time in manufacturing guns, 
wagons, and in making several im­
provements in firearms. Along with 
this he served as magistrate. 

In 1849 he was advertising in the 
Kanesville "Frontier Guardian" his 
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JONATHAN BROWNING 
AFTER RESTORATION 

Picture by Robert Smulling 

gunsmithing and announced he was 
prepared to make revolving rifles and 
pistols; also slide guns, from five to 25 
shooters. All on an improved plan. The 
"Slide" bore resemblence to the 
modern clip and was a chambered 
steel bar pushed manually from right 
to left through the breech of the gun as 
each charge was fired . 

At the end of six years in Kanesville, 
he was placed in command of a wagon 
train heading for Utah and resumed 
his journey across the plains, the trip 
requiring three months by ox team. 
Being an expert shot he furnished the 
company with buffalo meat enroute. 
He arrived in Utah on Oct. 2, 1852 and 
settled in Ogden where his name is 
recorded as one of the founders, 
principal businessmen and property 
owners of that city. He is credited with 
being one of the most valuable 
pioneers in Weber County, Utah. 
During the two years he lived there he 
had a shop where he made fine guns 
and did general blacksmithing ; made 
plows, irons for sawmills and flour 

mills; erected a tannery, ground bark 
and tanned hides; and a factory for 
making boots and shoes, built mills for 
making molasses, operated a brick 
yard; and was ever an untiring ad­
vocate of temperance. His death oc­
cured in Ogden on March 17, 1854, 
when he was 49 years old. 

It was in Odgen, where his son, John 
Moses Browning, was born, who at the 
age of 24 years received his first U.S. 
patent and who through the years 
brought about the prolific line of 
automatic rifles (B.A.), shotguns and 
pistols - that appeared under such 
named as Colt, Remington, Stevens 
and Winchester. The name Browning 
is world renown. The French dic­
tionaries list Browning as a common 
noun denoting automatic guns. This 
John M., son of Jonathan, conceived, 
designed, made and patented the first 
automatic gun and led the progress of 
gun design from the days of the cap 
and ball percussion down to the wide 
assortment of automatic weapons and 
sport shooting irons. 
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Rep. Wallace Bennet (R-Utah) read 
into the Congressional Record a 
tribute to John M. Browning. Included 

was a quotation from a plaque 
mounted on a factory in Belgium. It 
read in part : "In memory of John M. 
Browning 1854-1926 ... the greatest 
firearm inventor the world has ever 
known." 

After the Browning family left 
Nauvoo, the home did not remain 
vacant long . Max Reimbold, while still 
a mere youth, opened a small mer­
chandise store in the year 1848. 

Fred Schoen, Sr., purchased the 
property from a man named 
Hulsworth. His son, Louis Schoen, 
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hung a Seth Thomas in one of the west 
windows and conducted a watch repair 
shop there for a number of years. The 
daughters, Carrie and Louise, took in 
sewing in the reception room, the 
former doing the cutting and fitting, 
the latter the sewing. 

Since early colonial days, 
Americans have held leadership in the 
development of better guns. They 
outfought the British with long-range 
rifles. Pioneer sharp-shooters forced 
marauding Indians to retreat. 
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Rare Old Browning Rifle 
At The Jonathan Browning Home 

Picture Courtesy of N R I 

Some of the guns that can be seen in 
the Jonathan Browning Home are: 

a single-action under-hammer pistol 
which was invented by Jonathan 
Browning and made by him. 

the rifle -a unique type of firearm . It 
is one of the few cylinder action 
repeating-type rifles made by 
Jonathan Browning. 

John Moses Brownings single shot, 
which was made about the time he 
was twenty years old. It was unique, it 
was a cartridge-type of single-shot 
rifle. It was big and bulky, but it was 
in great demand and still is by gun 
collectors . 

an Auto-5 shotgun. 

a super-imposed shotgun, which is a 
double barrel gun with one barrel on 
top of the other. 

an automatic pistol. This is a 9mm 
calibre but it is very similar to th2t 
which is being manufactured today by 
Colt as a Colt 45, and many others. 

These guns were donated by the 
Browning family to Nauvoo 
Restoration Inc . 
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TOURIST RECEPTION CENTER 
Pa inting By Lane K . Newberry 

Nauvoo Tourist Reception Center 
Is located in the library building in the heart of 

today 's business district. Cassette-tape auto 

tours and personally guided tours are available 

from this center at moderate cost. Open from 
April to November and by appointment. 
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WEBB BLACKSMITH SHOP 
AFTER RESTORATION 

Picture by Robert Smulling 

Webb Blacksmith Shop 
ByldaBlum 

It is a Webb family tradition that 
Chauncey Webb built the wagon that 
took Brigham Young, the great 
colonizer, on the long trek to the Salt 
Lake Valley . The combined stone 
blacksmith and wagon shop located on 
Parley street in Nauvoo, where the 
wagon was constructed, was only a 
memory here until Nauvoo Restoration, 
Inc. , commenced its project of historic 
preservation. The program is being 
uniquely presented to give the sense of a 
living past. 

Mter much archaeological research 
the original foundation was located 
and the rock building has been 
reconstructed and is now open to the 
public . Above the door to the west is 
the sign "Blacksmith & Shoer;" above 
the door to the east is the sign 
"Wainwright." Joseph H. Christensen 
of Salmon , Idaho, a veteran 

blacksmith-wheelwright, set up the 
equipment when the building was 
completed. He stated the bellows and 
anvils are the very ones used here by 
the Latter Day Saints in the Webb shop 
before 1846 and many of the tools are 
the original ones used by the Webb 
brothers. 

The shop has two forges. The 
smithy's anvil weighed 200 or more 
pounds and was an indispensable tool 
to the blacksmith, for the horseshoe 
was adjusted after being hammered on 
the anvil. Horseshoeing is a careful 
craft and the heart of the forge is the 
anvil-the blacksmith's work bench. In 
the shop is also a work bench made of 
wood which has a top 18 inches wide, 14 
feet long and three inches thick, cut 
from a solid white oak plank. 

The panes in the windows were flown 
over from Germany and are hand-
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made glass with their wavy im­
perfections. The steel drill near the 
forge is used for boring holes in iron 
tires . In front of the shop is a hitching 
rack ; to the rear of the shop is a shed 
for drying wood and making of 
wagons. 

Christensen made the iron hinges to 
be placed on the cellar doors and gates 
at the Brigham Young and Wilford 
Woodruff homes and plans to make 
hinges for all the restored buildings in 
the Nauvoo Restoration, Inc. project . 

"And who were the Webbs? " is 
asked often by tourists. The father , 
James Webb Sr. was born in 1755 in 
Hartford, Conn., and served in the 
French and Indian War under Lt. Col. 
John Pitkins. His first wife, Betsy 
Farrell , died in 1808. His second wife 
was Hannah Griswold. Their son, 
Chauncey, a skilled wagon maker , and 
hls brothers established a successful 
wagon shop in Kirtland, Ohio, but 
when trouble arose they moved to 

Quincy, lllinois, then to Payson, where 
they operated a wagon shop for three 
years . 

James and Hannah's five sons, 
Edwin D., Edward Milo, Pardon and 
James Wesley, came to Nauvoo first; 
Chauncey came a year later. Here 
they purchased 1!4 acre of land which 
was located near Brigham Young's 
home. Edwin D. built a two-story brick 
house on the corner east of the wagon 
shop ; Chauncey's home is still stan­
ding and is in the process of being 
restored, it is a small "come hither" 
one-story brick building1 with a little 
beehive oven on the north side. 

The parents died here and are buried 
in the old Mormon cemetery in Sonora 
township. A monument marks the 
mother's grave, and the inscription 
which is not too legible, reads 
' " Hannah Webb, wife of James Webb, 
10------1845. Aged 60 years ." 
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Remains of the Edwin D. Webb blacksmith shop on Parley Street, showing bases of two 
forges. It was here that many of the wagons were made for the trek to Utah in 1846. 

Chauncey and Edwin remained in 
Nauvop making wagons for the 
departure of the saints until the Battle 
of Nauvoo in September of 1846. 
Chauncey moved to Winter Quarters, 
Nebraska, where he remained until 
1848 when he accompanied one of 
Brigham Young's companies to utah, 
serving as the blacksmith and wagon 
repairman. A smithy's tools are 
classified according to heating, 
holding, striking, shaping, cutting, 
measuring, finishing and tempering. 
His tools are: forge or firebed, 
bellows or blower, rake, shovel, poker, 
sprinkler, hook. Important are the 
holding tongs, straight-lip, gad, 
blazing, etc., an endless variety. 

Glen Crandall commented "Like 
human beings, the horse began to have 
foot trouble when he began to wear 
shoes and since ye olden times the 
blacksmith had to be chiropodist and 
podiatrist for the horse he shod and the 
kind of work the horse did determined 
the kind of shoes he wore." It is 
claimed blacksmith shops have 
character and the blacksmiths 
meticulous work spoke for itself. 

There are many ways in which the 
history of our country can be told and 
some of the richest veins are not. ex­
ploited in classrooms. Shoeing horses 
was a careful craft, the horse-shoes 
being aligned after being hammered 
on the anvil. When the Mormons came 
to Nauvoo in 1839 this small hamlet 
began to grow and the blacksmith was 
one of the most important men among 
the early settlers . American lives 
were shaped by tradition, folkways 
and customs; men labored mostly with 
their hands and individual craft­
smanship was the art of using skills 
derived from a centuries-{)ld heritage, 
blacksmithing being one of the 
traditional crafts. Melvin Lavender, 
native of England, a skilled stone 
mason, supervised the re-building of 
the Webb blacksmith shop. 

The seal of Nebraska has as its 
central figure and most prominent 
feature of the design, a blacksmith at 
the anvil working on a horseshoe. This 
portrays a tribute to the blacksmith in 
the winning of the west. Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow eulogized the 
smithy in his famous poem "The 
Village Blacksmith" written in 1839. 
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Compliments of 

State Bank 

Of Colusa 
Colusa, Illinois 
Phone 755-4333 

Member FDIC 

NRI 
INFORMATION CENTER 
Picture by Robert Smulllng 

TROY CLEANERS INC. 
Dial 372-3023 

laundry - Dry Cleaning 
Fur Storage 

707-711 Ave. H.-Ft. Madison, Iowa 
Nauvoo Agency 
Verona's Market 

CORDER GRANITE WORKS 
Quality Memorials 

Cemetery lettering 

Hwy. 136 East 

Phone 357-2034 Carthage, Illinois 

It Pleases Us To Please You. 
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Colusa Farm Supply 
William Bross 

Phone 755-4220 
Colusa, Illinois 



BRIGHAM YOUNG HOME 
Painting by Lane K. Newberry 

The Brigham· Young Home 
By Mrs . Ida Blum 

Brigham Yoling will be remembered 
as one of the great American 
organizers, practical, efficient and 
with a strong sense of order. He in­
spired confidence and received 
unquestioning obedience . His 
organization and centralized 
leadership left a lasting imprint on the 
West and it is claimed he ruled through 
the strength of his personality. On 
September 2, 1841 Brigham Young 
wrote in his journal "Although I had to 
spend the principal part of my time at 
the call of Brother Joseph (meaning 
the Prophet) in the service of the 
Church, the portion of time left me I 
spent draining, fencing and cultivating 
my lot and building a temporary shed 
for my cow, chinking and otherwise 
finishing my home (meaning his log 
house) and as the ground was too 
damp for a cellar underground, I built 

one with two brick walls about 4 or 6 
inches apart, covered over with brick. 
Frost would not penetrate it althoug~in 
summer some articles would mildew 
in it." 

The cellar described has been 
rebuilt, 11 by 15 feet with the double 
wall of brick providing insulation. The 
floor is the original brick of 129 years 
ago . A pair of oak doors cover the 
entrance on the west. The arched brick 
roof is covered with grass sod. The 
east and west sides have stepped fire 
gables so typical of that time. 

The basic element in the scheme of 
Nauvoo was the land and each home 
for the purpose of providing a 
livelihood, hence there is a vegetable 
garden, 36 by 100 feet. An orchard 
contains Z1 trees . Nauvoo was not 
founded by flamboyant folks who loved 
ostentation and extravagance, but 
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were plain hardworking pioneers 
whose lives were shaped by traditions 
where labor was done with one's 
hands. 

Here in Nauvoo Brigham Young 
built his brick cellar first, then his 
substantial house also of brick. The 
purpose behind all this work connected 
with restoring the intricate details is to 
accurately recreate the environment 
of that man who was the second 
president of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints (Mormon) and 
bring about an understandingof this 
leader who lived in Nauvoo such a 
short time. It is the contribution of 
those early days that add so much 
meaning to the ideals and cultures of 
our country. 

The bustle oven of corbelled brick, 
has been rebuilt and extends on the 
south wall of the Young home. An 
interesting feature inside the house is 
the tremendous amount of elegant 
wood graining. Because so many 
tourists were anxious to see the in­
terior of the Young home the house 
was opened to the public by Nauvoo 
Restoration, Inc., before being fur­
nished. The wings to the east and west 
were added later. The original part of 
the house with its four rooms was 
neither ornate nor ostentatious but was 
built well for Brigham Young was a 
glazier, carpenter and mechanic 
before becoming America's foremost 
colonizer. 

The fireplace was the heart of the 
home and nearby at one time, was 
heard the whir of the spinning wheel. 
Nearby was placed the baby's cradle. 
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Prairie Winds Motel 
TV, Air Conditioning, Electric Heat 

Room Phones 

Carthage, lllinois 

Phone 357-3101 

1 Mile West on Highway 136 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin McGaughey, 

Owners & Props. 

The house has remained basically the 
same, unaltered through the years. 
Plumbing was never moved indoors. 
The deep roots of intimacy once ran 
through the home. 

Brigham Young and his family left 
Nauvoo in 1846 never to return but he 
took the Mormon Church to the Salt 
Lake Valley and gave it safety, wealth 
and power - and that in a stern and 
desolate country. He lived from 1801 to 
1877. He was a great man. During his 
lifetime he directed the migration of 
more than 70,000 from eastern 
America and Europe into the far west 
and planned for the distribution of 
these people into settlements num­
bering more than 300. He developed 
irrigation and established an 
agricultural pattern in the arid west 
before the United States Department 
of Reclamation was established. 
Today his home is a monument to the 
future, a zion toward which thousands 
of people wind their way each year. A 
house may be an item of barter and 
trade, but to those whose ancestors 
once lived here in Nauvoo, and who 
treasure those days, the Brigham 
Young home is a shrine. 

Prairie Winds Diner 
Mile West of Carthage on 136 

Open Daily 6 A.M. to 10 P.M. 
Private Parties 

DINNER & SHORT ORDERS 
HOME MADE PIES 

CLYDE & JEAN CURTIS 

Phone 357-2433 

Reservations on Sunday 



ST. MARY'S ACADEMY 
Picture by Robert Smulllng 

St. Mary's Priory 

This year, of 1974, the St. MARY 
PRIORY celebrates its one hundred 
years of service in education in this 
area. The progress and triumph of the 
Benedictine Community can be seen in 
the physical aspects. The five 
missionaries who came by river boat 
in 1874 have grown to one hundred 
eighteen sisters . 

Although the sisters are mostly 
engaged in education in illinois, they 
are in many states - in Newman work 
in Boston as well as at the University 
of illinois; Bradley, Peoria; and at 
Western illinois State University. They 
direct work in catechetical centers and 
serve in the ghetto of Chicago . They 

are guiding in adult education and 
counseling and teaching in colleges in 
Kentucky as well as Alabama and 
Florida. The Priory, source of the 
dedicated women who serve in so 
many areas, is a fitting tribute to the 
pioneers who came to Nauvoo on 
October 15, 1974. 

St. Mary's Academy, an outgrowth 
of the first school is a residence for 
high school girls. The Benedictine 
Sisters staff this. The school offers a 
four academic program, a college 
preparatory program, a three year 
diploma program for ambitious girls, 
a program with career emphasis in­
cluding marketable skills in 
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secretarial and business areas, as well 
as science lab skills, and home 
economics. There are courses offered 
with college credit in science, art, and 
math. Programs also include social 
and athletic participation. The school 
is able to offer a time for quiet 
reflection and the development of good 
study habits. 

Besides offering seldom-equaled 
facilities in the school, there is a 
residence hall, semicircular in shape 
and solidly connected with the school 
and forming one unit with the Priory, 
which includes cafeteria for the 
students. The dormitory includes also 
large recreational areas with bowling 
alleys, table tennis, ping pong, pool 
and snack bar and two circular 

lounges with fire places and TV rooms. 
This opens on to the outdoor patio and 
the inner campus gardens. 

The Centennial Year is being 
marked by a variety of observances: a 
day for the surrounding areas was 
held in March; an observance in April 
to which the Board members were 
invited, as well as benefactors and 
friends. The Alumnae HOMECOMING 
and a day for the Retreatants was held 
in June. The August festivity was for 
the families and relatives of the 
Sisters. The October 15, 1974 Founder's 
Day observance is for the Clergy and 
Religious. The final CENTENNIAL 
OBSERVANCE will be held during the 
Christmas holidays of 1974. 

Compliments of 

St. Mary's Academy 
Our 1 OOth Anniversary 

TACO 
HOUSE 
Nauvoo, Illinois 

Taco's 
Submarine Sandwiches 
Tuna Burgers 

64 

Polish Sausage 
Hamburgers 
Cheese Bur ers 

Colusa Farm Supply 
William Bross 

Phone 755-4220 
Colusa, Illinois 

N'AUVOO 
RECREATION CENTER 

Cigars - Cigarettes - Candy 

Complete Line Of Pipes 

Imported And Domestic Tobacco 

louis A. Wildhaber, Jr., Prop. 

NAUVOO, ILLINOIS 62354 

SECURITY STATE BANK 

Hamilton, Illinois 



The Nauvoo Schools 

NAUVOO GRADE SCHOOL 
Picture by Robert Smulllng 

Phone 217-847-3338 

States Motel 
2 Minutes From Lake Keokuk 

on .the Mississippi 

Central Heat-Air Conditioned 
-Cable TV-

Albert & Juanita Wyrick, Props. 

Junction u_s_ 136 & 14th St. 

Hamilton, lllinois 

Fashion Hide-Away 
1024 Broadway Hamilton. Illinois 

Phone 847-2808 

Jantzen Sportswear Berne Purses 

Forever Young, Bleeker Street 
E & C Juniors, Shady Lane-Juniors, 

Half-Sizes & Misses 
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NAUVOO-COLUSA HIGH SCHOOL 
Picture by Robert Smulling 

This beautiful high school building of 
the Nauvoo-Colusa Community Unit 
District No. 325 Is located on a 34 acre 
tract on Route 96 four miles northeast 
of the City of Nauvoo and was com­
pleted in 1961. The distinctively styled 
building was designed by John Benya, 
Quincy and St. Louis architect. The 
unusual windows depict wine goblets 

FOUR BIG flOORS 

OF FASHIONS, 

AND GIFTS 

In Bur lington, Iowa Since 1845 
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with the triangular spaces between 
windows representing a wedge of 
cheese, which do honor to the fruit and 
dairy industries of our Nauvoo area . 
We are proud of the design of our new 
high school with Its reminder to all of 
our now famous Grape Festival 
Pageant, "The Wedding of the Wine 
and Cheese." 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

FORT MADISON 
BANK & TRUST CO. 

Ft. Madison, Iowa 

Member of Federal Reserve System 

Member F. D. I. C. 



NAUVOO PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 

The new S. S. Peter and Paul's Grade School was completed and 
occupied in January 1963. It replaced the old lcarian Hall building on 
Temple Square which had been used for parochial school purposes since 
1921 and which had been acquired by Nauvoo Restoration, Incorporated. 
This fine building contains six classrooms, gym and cafeteria and was 
designed by Dane Morgan & Associates of Burlington, Iowa. It is located 
on a six acre tract on Young Street east of the Blue Cheese Co. office 
and tovrist center. The Benedictine Sisters from St. Mary Priory in Nauvoo 
compose the school faculty. 

Fort Madison Savings & Loan Association 

Savings & Loan Building 
702 Avenue G 

Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 
Tele. 319-372-2641 

Insured Savings Accounts 

Home Loans 
Insurance 
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AUGUSTA 

STATE BANK OF AUGUSTA 
Member F.D.I.C. 

CARTHAGE 

CARTHAGE SUPER VALU 

Hancock County Treasurer and 
Collector 

DALLAS CITY 

PIONEER LUMBER COMPANY 
Dallas City, Carthage 
and Hamilton, Illinois 

FORT MADISON 

BARR 
Memorial Chapel 

BRANK-CLEMENTS 
FUNERAL SERVICE 
Serving Fort Madison 

Montrose areas with TWO 
locations 

DANA BUSHONG JEWELERS 
Fort Madison's Oldest 

& Finest Jewelers 

FISHER PHARMACY 
Hallmark Greeting Cards 

GLASGOW, LTD 
Men's Apparel 

Doyle Hoyer, Owner 

GIANT FOODS 
927 A venue G - Fort Madison, Ia. 

372-9784 
68 

HAWKEYE LUMBER CO. 
Pole Type Building Erected 

HESSE'S 
Men's and Boy's Clothing 

HILLCREST MOTEL 
No. of U.S. 61 Phn. 372-9869 

INDUSTRIAL PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

KEMPKER'S PAINT & HARD­
WARE 

Your Downtown Hardware Center 
725 Avenue G 

KESSLER'S 
Women's and Misses Apparel 
(Complete Bridal Department 

Millinery and Accessories) 

LAMPE DRUG 
WALGREEN AGENCY 

THE MADISON INN MOTEL 
3440 Ave. L., U.S. Hwy. 61 West 

Phone 372-7740 

RAY MINER JEWELRY 
732 A venue G Dial 372-5503 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 

HARRY REMPE MUSIC HOUSE 
"All Famous Name Instruments 

since 1949" 

RITTER'S GARDEN CENTER & 
FLOWER SHOP 

1210 Ave. H Fort Madison, Ia. 
Phone 319-372-1305 

Compliments 
RUMP'S YOUNG FASHIONS & 

VARSITY SHOP 

THE FABRIC SHOPPE 
For All Your Sewing Needs 

TIAM INC. 
Imports of The World 

7 days a week 
730 Avenue 'G' 



LARRY WILCOX 
WESTERN AUTO STORE 

WILKEN'S 
Hallmark and Boyscout & 

Wilson Sporting Good 
726 Avenue 'G' 

KAHOKA 

GREGORY'S ANTIQUES 
Kahoka, Missouri 

1 Mile No. of Junction 136 & 81 

KEOKUK 

BAKER'S REXALL DRUGS 
523 Main St. 

BAUR-MULLARKY CO. 
Keokuk's Leading Family Shoe 

Store 
612 Main St. 

HARTRICK'S 
Independent Lumber Co. 

lOth Johnson 

JOHNSON-scHMIDT 
Menswear 610 Main 

LA HARPE 

LAHARPE FORD MOTOR SALES 
New and Used Cars and Trucks 

Phone 659-2811 or 659-2918 

Compliments of 
RICHARD RASMUSSEN 

La Harpe, lllinols 

NAUVOO 

HOME CENTER 
Lynn Pilkington 

453-6473 

INTERSTATE DAIRY 
Products For Home Delivery Call 

Fred Haas 

MOFFIT STANDARD SERVICE 

NAUVOO FRUIT MARKET 
Orchards and Vineyards 

Marvin Weisinger 

ARARR'S GARAGE 

NIOTA 

BODDEKER BOATS 
Evinrude 

Monarch & Sea Star Boats 

HAIGH'S FISH MARKET 
Fresh Fish 

HOUSE OF FLOWERS 
Flowers for all Occasions 

Phone 217-448-2681 

TWILIGHT CLUB 
Open Seven days weekly 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Smith 
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Nauvoo~ The Hub Of Historic Interest 

Friendly neighboring towns include : 

In lllinois : 

Hamilton-Montebello State Park -
Wildcat Springs Park - Home of 
Famous Hamilton Boat Races . 

Carthage-Famous Old Jail - Car­
thage College - Golf Course - Beautiful 
Old Buildings. 

Warsaw-Geode Capital of the U. S. -
Fort Edwards Monument - View of 
Three States - John Hays Home - In­
teresting Buildings - Scenic Drives. 

Quincy-Art Gallery - Museum -
Indian Mounds Park - Washington 
Park - Excursion Boat - Beautiful 
Homes - Scenic Areas - Quinsippi 
Island. 

In Iowa : 

Fort Madison-Iowa State Peniten­
tiary - Nationally Known Rodeo - 18 
Hole Public Golf Course - Riverfront 
Park -Home of Sheaffer Pen Company 
- Largest Doubble Deck-Couble Track 
Swinging Span RR Bridge in World. 

Montrose-Site of Oldest White Set­
tlement in County - Received Land 
Grant from Spanish Governor in 1799-
First Dragoons built Fort Des Moines -
Site of Old Barrack Wells - Widest 
Point in Mississippi River - Annual 
Watermelon Festival. 

Galland-Isaac Galland Opened First 
School in Iowa - Log Replica of School. 

70 

Keokuk-Union Electric Power Plant 
and Dam - Victory Park - George M. 
Verity, Steamboat Museum- Grave of 
Chief Keokuk - National Cemetery -
Historic and Beautiful Homes. 

Keosauqua-Iowa's Largest State 
Park 

Bentonsport-Iowa 's Ghost Town 

Wapello-Home of 3300 Lake Odessa 
and Toolesboro-site of Marquette and 
Joliet's landing, now a National 
Historical spot. 

Burlington-First Capitol of 
Wisconsin Territory - Snake Alley -
Geode State Park. 

In Missouri : 

Hannibal-Home of Mark Twain -
State Park - Excursion Boat - Scenic 
Area. 

Alexandria-Great Mississippi River 
Levee -Historical Homes of Steamboat 
Days. 

Kahoka-Old Settlers' Day - County 
Fair - Early Midwest History - Old 
Courthouse. 

Canton-Culver Stockton College -
Ferryboat - Riverview Park - Early 
History. 

LaGrange-State Park - Historical 
Buildings - Boating - Fishing . 



NOTES 
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NOTES 
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~MISSISSFPt RIVER 
RECREATION 
HUNT INC 
FISH INC 
CAMP1NG 
WAT£R Sf!ORTS 
SCENIC DRIVES 



Nauvoo ... Where Cheesemaking Is An Art 

Visit The Nauvoo Cheese Shop 

At Our Blue Cheese Plant 

In Historic Nauvoo, Ill., 62354 



DEDICATION PROGRAM 
:lor Ike Jee~loreJ 

HEBER C. KIMBALL HOME 
NAUVOO, ILLINOIS JULY 3, 1960 



HEBER C. KIMBALL 

Heber C. Kimball first came to 
the city of Commerce, Illinois in 
1839. Situated on a horseshoe 
bend on the majestic Mississippi, 
this was the site of the future 
city of Nauvoo. He looked the 
area over and prophetically ob­
served, "It is a very pretty place 
but not a long-abiding home for 
the saints." With this conviction 
still strong in his mind, this stal­
wart pioneer, nevertheless, pur­
chased land and within two years 
began building his substantial 
and finely architectured home. 

Four eventful years later, un­
der the date of Wednesday, No­
vember 12, 1845, the following 
entry appeared in his diary: 

"Brothers Nicholls and Brown 
came to paint at my house. Made 
a finish of the same which makes 
a completion both inside and out 
and for which I feel grateful to 
my Heavenly Father." 

During these four fateful 
years, much happened at Nauvoo. 
The city grew from a few humble 
huts on a swampland, to a beau­
tifully planned city of approxi­
mately 20,000 industrious people. 
On a hill overlooking the city of 
uniform square blocks, a magnif-

icent temple was nearing com­
pletion. 

Yet, as the city grew in charm 
and substance, the forces of per­
secution and misunderstanding 
gathered even faster. During the 
period that his home was rising 
to completion, Heber C. Kimball 
witnessed the unfortunate events 
which resulted in attacks upon 
the city and its beautiful temple 
and the imprisonment and ulti­
mate tragic death of Joseph 
Smith, the people's leader and 
prophet. Even in the face of these 
sad events, sheer courage and 
indomitable will pushed Heber C. 
Kimball to complete his Nauvoo 
home which he knew he and his 
family were to enjoy so briefly. 

Heber C. Kimball was born on 
June 14, 1801, in Sheldon, Ver­
mont. His father, a farmer, 
blacksmith and builder, taught 
his children useful vocational 
trades. Young Heber Chase, the 
second son of seven children, 
learned blacksmithing and iron­
wroughting. When only nineteen 
he was thrown on his own re­
sources, learned, in addition, the 
potter's trade, and prospered for 
many years in Mendon, New 
York, where he had established 
a successful business. 

It was at Mendon where he 
first became acquainted with 
Brigham Young. These two re­
markable men formed a friend­
ship which lasted for 43 years. 
Both were converted and em­
braced the restored gospel of 
Jesus Christ on succeeding days, 
April 14 and 15, 1832. In 1833, 
both families moved to Kirtland, 
Ohio and there assisted in build­
ing up the Church. It was in 
Kirtland that both of these lead­
ers became members of the 
Council of the Twelve Apostles 
and from there they assisted in 
guiding the saints in their 
exodus to Missouri and Illinois. 

When the Prophet Joseph 
Smith was martyred in Carthage 
jail on June 27, 1844, Heber C. 
Kimball was in the eastern states 

(Continued on page 4) 

PRES. J . REUBEN CLARK, JR . 

First Counselor in the First Presidency, 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

:lJedicalor'J 

/Jrogram 

Opening Hymn ........................................... ______________ _ Congregation 
"We Thank Thee, 0 God, for a Prophet" 

Invocation _______________________ _______ ______________________ S. Farnham Kimball 
Welcome ___ ______________________________ _______________________ Dr. J. LeRoy Kimball 
Explanation of the Restoration ________ Mrs. Christine H. Robinson 
Song __________________________________ ____ __ Mrs. Dorothy Kimball Keddington 
Remarks ___ ____________________________ ___ _______ ___ ____ Elder Delbert L. Stapley 
Remarks ____ _________ ___ _____________ ___ __________________________ Elder Harold B. Lee 
Dedicatory Address ___ _________________________ Pres. J. Reuben Clark, Jr. 
Musical Selection ................ Mrs. Dorothy Kimball Keddington 
Remarks and Dedicatory Prayer ........ Elder Spencer W. Kimball 

DR. J . LEROY KIMBALL 

Great-grandson of Heber C. Kimball and 
present owner-restorer of the Heber C. 

Kimball home. 

NAUVOO TEMPLE 
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ELDER HAROLD B. LEE 

Member of the Council of Twelve of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

ELDER SPENCER W. KIMBALL 

Member of the Council of Twelve of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

(A grandson of Heber C. Kimball) 

~----------------------~ 

ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY 

Member of the Council of Twelve of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

MRS. CHRISTINE H. ROBINSON 

Decorator and director of the restoration 
of the Heber C. Kimball home. 

MRS. DOROTHY KIMBALL KEDDINGTON 

(Music) A great-granddaughter of 
Heber C. Kimball 
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DINING ROOM 

This restored room of the old Kimball 
home is ottroctively decorated in blue 
ond white. The furniture come from 
other old homes in Nouvoo. (Inset shows 
the run-down condition of one of the 
rooms prior to the home's restoration.) 

4 

on a church mission. He returned 
immediately to Nauvoo where he 
joined other church leaders in 
comforting and strengthening 
the saints and in helping them 
complete the building of the tem­
ple. During this trying period he 
still found time to finish his own 
home, and, as persecutions 
mounted, in February, 1846, 
assisted in leading the saints in 
the great exodus to the Salt Lake 
Valley where he with the first 
pioneer company arrived in July, 
1847. 

Here he served his church and 
his life-long friend, President 
Brigham Young, as his First 
Counselor in the First Presiden­
cy until his death on Juue 22, 
1868. During these years, as 
always, he was a stalwart leader 
and exemplary citizen. In addi­
tion to his devoted church work, 
he served for years as the First 
Chief Justice of the Provisional 
Government of Deseret and as its 

Lieutenant Governor. He was 
President of the Council (Sen­
ate) of the State of Deseret and 
also of the Territory of Utah. 
He was a great builder and a man 
of high courage and determina­
tion. Yet, he was deeply spirit­
ual and poetic and possessed a 
keen sense of humor and a deep 
understanding of human nature. 

Heber C. Kimball's Nauvoo 
home is a monument to his cour­
age, determination and refined 
artistry. He and his family last 
looked longingly and lovingly 
upon it in 1846. For nearly 100 
years this beautiful house passed 
through many hands before it 
again came into his family's pos­
session. Several times during 
this near century, the house was 
about to be demolished. But, 
providentially, it was preserved 
and in 1954 Dr. J. LeRoy Kim­
ball of Salt Lake City, Utah, a 
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Also called a sitting room, this room in 
the Heber C. Kimball home is furnished 
with an old desk and other antique pieces. 
Picture on left wall is rare print of the 
Nauvoo Temple. (Inset shows condition 
of one of the rooms prior to restoration.) 

great-grandson, gained reposses­
sion for the family. 

In restoring the home, Dr. 
Kimball and Mrs. Christine H. 
Robinson have been imbued with 
one objective-to bring the house 
itself back to as nearly its origi­
nal state as possible. No efforts 
have been spared in studying 
every available source--<>ld pho­
tographs, diaries, biographies, 
histories, deeds, letters and peri­
odicals- to find information 
about the house and its builder. 
Parts of the brick walls had to 
be repaired and strengthened. 
The original floor joists were re­
inforced, some flooring and win­
dow glass replaced. To add to the 
restoration's authenticity, the re­
placement bricks and much of 
the glass and flooring were of the 
same period as the originals, 
taken from buildings being torn 
down in the area. 

Although none of Heber C. 
Kimball's original furniture is 
now available, every effort has 
been made to refurnish the home 
with items similar to those which 
Heber C. Kimball could have 
possessed. All of the furniture 
and furnishings are antiques 
and, with a few exceptions of 
some items which were in his 
Salt Lake City home and some 
family heirlooms, all are of the 

like all of the furniture in the restored 
Heber C. Kimball home, the pieces in this 
room are antiques. The bed quilt was 
made for the home by the Monument Park 
Ward Relief Society, Monument Park 
Stake, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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PARLOR 

Tasteful decor of this room in the restored 
Heber C. Kimball home in Nauvoo reflects 
the high standard of culture among the 
founders of the city. Much of the furniture 
was made in England where Heber C. 
Kimball spent several years in missionary 
work for the Church. 

period which could have been 
used in the Nauvoo home. The 
objective has been to recapture 
the charm and the artistic skill 
suggested by the tasteful archi­
tecture of the home and by the 
graceful living of those unusually 
talented and cultured Mormon 
people who first settled this 
frontier area and made Nauvoo, 
which was built and destroyed in 
seven short years, one of the most 
charming and beautiful cities in 
America. 

A writer in the Carthage Re­
publican in 1846 aptly described 
the evidence of this charm and 
refinement. After he had walked 
among the Nauvoo refugees as 
they prepared their exodus from 
their beautiful city, he wrote, 
"Scattered about were numerous 
adjuncts of refined and comfort­
able living, elegant furniture, 
paintings, here and there a piano 
or a harp, finely upholstered 
sofas, chairs and many tasteful 
and convenient things with 
which well-to-do persons would 
surround themselves in well­
ordered homes." 1 

Heber C. Kimball was a re­
markable builder and a great 
religious leader and Latter-day 
prophet. His restored home is a 
fitting monument to a man of 
high ideals, consummate energy, 
good taste and refinement. 

'Nauvoo The Beautiful, E. Cecil Mc­
Gavin, Stevens & Wallis, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, 1946. 
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LA ITER DAY SAINTS IN NAUVOO 

A Drief Historical Sketch 

The founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat­
ter Day Saints, Joseph Smith, was born at Sharon, 
Vermont, the 23d of December, 1805. Ten years later 
the family moved to Manchester, near Palmyra, 
New York. 

During a revival in the early spring of 1820, held 
by several different denominations, Joseph Smith 
went into the woods to pray, under the advice of 
James 1 : 15: "If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and up­
braideth not; and it shall be given him." As a 
result, this boy of fourteen years received a vision 
of his Savior and was informed that his Heavenly 
Father was about to do a great and marvelous work. 

A Vision 

Then, the night of September 21, 1823, while en­
gaged in prayer, an angel appeared to him and 
quoted Malachi 3 and 4, Isaiah 11, Acts 3: 22 and 
23, Joel 2: 22-32, and many other passages, and in­
formed him of the plates of the Book of Mormon 
with a record of the people of this continent. On 
the following day he was shown the plates. Each 
year thereafter, on the same date, he visited the 
place where the plates were deposited, until Sep­
tember 22, 1827, when he received the plates to-
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gether with the Breast Plate and Urim and 
Thummim. 

Book of Mormon 

His wife, . Martin Harris, John Whitmer, and 
Oliver Cowdery assisted by transcribing as he trans­
lated the Book of Mormon by the power of inspira­
tion and the use of the Urim and Thummim. On 
the 11th of June, 1829, the copyright was taken out 
and in August the book placed in the hands of the 
printer. Eleven other witnesses were permitted 
to see and handle the plates, and then the plates 
were taken back by the angel. These men always 
affirmed and reaffirmed their testimony of the au 
thenticity of these plates and of the Book of Mor­
mon. 

At Kirtland, Ohio 

The first normal organization of the church was 
made on the 6th of April, 1830, at Fayette, New 
York, at which time Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery were ordained as elders. Six took part in 
the organization. 

This remained, however, the headquarters of the 
church for a very short time. The first missionaries 
were sent to the west in October, 1830, and visited 
Kirtland en route, where eventually many were bap­
tized. These missionaries then continued on to the 
western boundary of Missouri, which they reached 
on March, 1831. In January, 1831, President Joseph 
Smith removed to Kirtland, and this place became 
the headquarters of the church and so continued for 
several years. 
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JOSEPH SMITH 

Prophet and leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints from its organization in 1830 to his 
martyrdom in 1844. 
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Kirtland Temple 

The Kirtland Temple, the only temple com­
pleted in this age by direct command of God, was 
there erected, the cornerstone being laid July 23, 
1833. The work was pushed, the temple being com­
pleted and dedicated on March 27, 1836. During 
this period the High Priests and First Presidency 
were called, the Presiding Bishopric, Quorum of 
Twelve, and Quorum of Seventy organized, and the 
High Council called, chosen, and ordained. 

At Independence, Missouri 

After the first missionaries reached Independence, 
Jackson County, Missouri, in March, 1831, many 
others followed, including Joseph Smith on a visit 
in July, 1831. Kirtland was made a gathering place, 
though Zion, or Independence, was made the central 
place. The Temple Lot in Independence was dedi­
cated, a printing press secured, and the Book of 
Commandments and Evening and Morning Star pub­
lished. 

But Missouri, and especially western Missouri, 
was settled from Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, 
and North and South Carolina. The people were 
decidedly favorable to slave ownership. Further­
more, Missouri had been kept out of the Union 
for several years on this question of slavery, and 
feeling had run high until the Missouri Compromise 
had permitted its admission. Ten years later the 
Latter Day Saints, many of whom were from New 
England, came and settled, bought land, built homes, 
and erected churches. 

This difference on the slavery question doubtless 
had much to do with their trouble and finally their 
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expulsion from the County of Jackson, and from 
Missouri, although their religion and belief in reve­
lation was a contributing factor. (But politics was 
the chief reason, in the fear that they might con­
trol future elections.) 

July 20, 1833, the printing office was destroyed. 
Leaving Jackson County, settlement was made in 
Clay County. But on June 29, 1836, protest was 
made for fear they would settle there permanently, 
so in August, 1836, they moved to the northeast 
and settled in part of Ray County. Here they pur­
chased most of the best land, which was divided off 
and made into Caldwell County. This county was 
formed and set aside as a sort of reservation for the 
Saints, but they were not allowed to live there. 

Settlement was later made in Daviess County in 
1837. These settlements were always made by writ­
ten agreement, so as to a void difficulties so far as 
pOssible. But despite this agreement, mobs formed, 
and they were compelled to leave the State in 1838. 

The three great reasons for their expulsion have 
already been stated: The difference in social culture 
between the New Englanders who favored abolition, 
and the slave-owning settlers; the question of re­
ligion, and the fear of political control by reason of 
their increasing · numbers. Many of these left in 
the winter of 1838 and 1839, and by the latter year 
practically the whole body had moved into Illinois 
near Quincy. 

At Nauvoo 

On May 1, 1839, the church purchased the Hugh 
White farm outside of Commerce, for $5,000. This 
farm consisted of one hundred thirty-five acres. 
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They also purchased Doctor Isaac Galland's farm 
west of the White property. 

On May 9 Joseph Smith left Quincy with his 
family and arrived at Commerce, Illinois, on the 
10th, where he moved into the small log house on 
the White farm on the bank of the Mississippi 
River. This lo.g house was built in 1823 or 1824 
by Captain White, and had been occupied by the 
government agent, for Indians were quite numerous 
at that time throughout Illinois, and there were 
some four hundred or five hundred lodges of Sac 
and Fox Indians in the vicinity, according to the 
History of Hancock County. Across the river, Iowa 
was practically unorganized territory. It had been 
recently a part of the Territory of Wisconsin, but 
in 1840 it was the Territory of Iowa, including the 
present States of Iowa, Minnesota, and part of both 
North and South Dakota. This log house of Cap­
tain White's was the first Indian agency established 
in Illinois. 

Building a City 

On June 11 Theodore Turney built a house of logs, 
in block 14 7 of the White purchase. Within a year 
one hundred and fifty houses had been erected by 
the Saints. On April 21, 1840, the name of the post 
office was changed to Nauvoo (a Hebrew term signi­
fying a beautiful place). By the first of January, 
1841, there was a population of 3,000. By 1844 the 
number of inhabitants has been variously estimated. 
Accuracy is not possible, as the settlement was 
made between the decennial census of 1840 and that 
of 1850. Usually the number is stated as 25,000, 
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but some old settlers have urged that it was double 
that. With a church membership of 200,000 to 
250,000 and this the principal place and the head-

NAUVOO TEMPLE 

Built at great expense and sacrifice. 
An imposing memorial to the faith of 
the Saints. 

quarters of the church, either figure would not be 
surprising. Many substantial dwellings of brick and 
frame and many of rock were erected. 

Nauvoo Charter 

The state legislature, December 16, 1840, granted 
a very liberal charter. The charter made provision 
for the Nauvoo Legion and the University of Nau-
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voo. Immediately steps were taken to establish 
the University of Nauvoo, and by February 15, 1841, 
James Kelley, A. M., had been elected as president 
A building committee was chosen, the work of edu­
cation pushed energetically, and a faculty chosen. 
By fall several new members had been added to 
the faculty, including Orson Pratt, Orson Spencer, 
and Sidney Rigdon. All matters of education in 
the city were transferred to the regents of the Uni­
versity of Nauvoo. 

On February 4, 1841, the Nauvoo Legion was or­
ganized with Joseph Smith as Lieutenant General; 
J. C. Bennett, Major General; and Wilson Law and 
D. C. Smith, Brigadier Generals. Such local or­
ganizations were common at that time. Nauvoo 
was on the frontier. Indians resided within the 
limits of Chicago and elsewhere in Illinois . . 

The Nauvoo Temple 

General Conferences and public meetings were 
held in the grove in Nauvoo these first few years, 
but the necessity of a meeting place was seen, and 
as early as 1841 the erection of a temple was un­
dertaken. Stone was secured from a quarry on the 
north side of the city in a river bed. The building 
was completed far enough to be used in the sum­
mer of 1844, though the upper auditorium was not 
plastered, and the lower auditorium only temporarily 
arranged for meetings, and only a temporary bap­
tismal font had been placed in the basement. 

After the death of Joseph Smith some further 
work was done on the temple, but it was never 
completed. The temple was described by Charles 
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Lanman in 1846 as Roman in style, intermixed with 
Grecian and Egyptian. This building was destroyed 
by fire in 1848. Its ruins were used as a stone 
quarry, and many buildings were erected from its 
remains. 

Among other buildings, the Nauvoo House was 
started in 1841, and finished to the top of the win­
dows of the second story. A Masonic Lodge was 
organized in Nauvoo, and on January 24, 1843, the 

The MJnsion House 

For a few years the 
official residence of the 
Prophet and the scene 
of many notable events 
in Nauvoo, and for 
many years the family 
home. 

' cornerstone . of a Masonic Temple was laid. This 
building of three stories was completed April 5, 
1844. The lower two stories still. stand. 

Cause of Difficulties 

The rapid growth of Nauvoo caused considerable 
jealousy in the neighboring cities and towns. The 
Saints were welcomed in 1839 and 1840, but in a 
few years the critical situation, not only in Hancock 
County but in the congressional district, became 
apparent. At first both parties flattered the church 
officers and the people of the city. This was one 
reason for the- liberal charter, including provision 
not only for the University of Nauvoo and the 
legion, but also for a municipal court to which was 
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granted the powers of habeas corpus. This last 
grant of power was by no means unique. About 
the same time the city of Alton was granted a 
municipal court with similar powers, and later the 
city of Chicago. Still in a short time this fact was 
made a cause for additional offense against Nauvoo. 

Political Troubles 

. In the election of 1843, Mr. Walker, the Whig 
candidate, had a plurality outside of Nauvoo of 
some 2,200 or 2,400. Nauvoo, however, cast a vote 
of over 3,000 in favor of Mr. Hoge; this despite the 
fact that Joseph Smith had voted for Mr. Walker. 
From that time on the Whig press knew no limit to 

The Homestead 

The first home of the 
Smiths in Nauvoo-a 
liouse built about 1823 
and still standing well 
preserved. 

its rage and persistently attacked the city of Nauvoo 
and the church. When in 1844 Joseph Smith re­
luctantly permitted his name to be proposed as a 
candidate for president of the United States, the 
Democrats, finding they had nothing to gain, also 
turned against the people of Nauvoo. The primary 
basis of the trouble was undoubtedly political, ac­
cording to Governor Ford's History of Illinois. Also 
these New Englanders of the church were abolition­
ists. Shortly before the Nauvoo trouble, Elijah 
J. Lovejoy, an abolitionist, was killed in 1837 in 

[II] 



Alton, Illinois. He was regarded as a martyr to 
that cause. 

As often happens in the case of a large city, 
thieves in the vicinity many times retreated to­
wards the city, and Nauvoo was unjustly blamed for 
things with which her citizens were not connected. 
Governor Ford made a personal investigation and 
states that the reports were greatly exaggerated, 
and if the conditions of the community were com­
pared to Saint Louis or many other large cities·, 
the number found guilty would not be so great as 
in other large cities. It was in this connection that 
the use of the writ of habeas corpus had given some 
basis for the spread of false reports. 

Masonic Lodge 

The rapid growth of the city, the large number 
of people of one belief, is again illustrated by the 
'fact that the Nauvoo Masonic lodges were much 
larger than any other in the State and appeared to 
menace the control of the grand lodge of Illinois. 
Protests were therefore made, not only from near­
by towns but as far away as the lodge of Quincy. 
The principal basis, however, of the trouble, was 
political and the spread of false rumors because of 
prejudice against their religion and belief in revela­
tion, and because of the growing size and power of 
the city. 

The favorable reports of state officials, of min­
isters and travelers who visited Nauvoo in the 40's, 
cause us to believe that there was no just basis for 
these rumors, and the messages and history of 
Governor Ford, though not friendly, definitely state 
that the rumors were the result of gross exagger-
ation. [12] 



Death of Joseph Smith 

The assassination of Joseph and Hyrum Smith at 
Carthage on June 27, 1844, followed by the repeal 
of the charter of the city of Nauvoo on January 13, 
1845, led to the decline of the city. For a few years 
every effort was made to continue to erect sub­
stantial edifices, but the continued unrest in the 
city led to the agreement of many to withdraw from 
Nauvoo. A large part of these scattered through­
out the neighboring States. A few thousand, how­
ever, under the leadership of Brigham Young and 
other members of the Twelve, proceeded in 1846 
across Iowa to Kanesville or Council Bluffs, and 
thence to Utah. 

Brigham Young and Utah 

This faction led by Brigham Young was only a 
small percentage of the original church, perhaps 
five or ten per cent at the most. After their arrival 
at Salt Lake City, all who went there were rebap­
tized. New doctrines were introduced, such as 
Adam God and blood atonement, and in 1852 a pur­
ported revelation was presented to the church by 
Brigham Young, favoring plural marriage. These 
doctrines of Adam God, blood atonement, and poly­
gamy, were never tenents of the original church 
during the lifetime of Joseph Smith but were a de­
parture from the early faith and doctrine. 

Shortly after the departure of the members of 
the church, Etienne Cabot came to Nauvoo in the 
spring of 1849 with his Icarian Community. They 
found a ready-made towrt with houses and tilled 
fields. They utilized buildings which were left and 

[13) 



used stone from the temple to erect others, but a 
few years later this colony dissolved. 

Reorganization of the Church 

In the meantime, of the very many who followed 
no faction, a few gathered in Wisconsin in 1852 
and started a reorganization of the church. The 
widow of Joseph Smith, Emma Smith, had remained 
in Nauvoo and left for only a short time during the 
winter of 1846-47. A few months after her return, 
Mrs. Smith was married to Major Lewis Bidamon, 
December 27, 184 7. Major Bidamon completed the 
southwest corner of the Nauvoo House and erected 
an office in the northwest corner, removing the 
bricks from the other portions to complete the 
house, and selling the bricks from the north wing. 

Joseph Smith, the eldest son of Joseph Smith, 
, continued to reside in Nauvoo, where he secured 

his schooling. He was elected justice of the peace 
and served for seven and one-half years; he also 
served for seven and one-half years as school di­
rector. In 1860 he affiliated himself with the Re­
organization, and at the Amboy Conference was 
chosen President of the church. He continued to 
reside in Nauvoo, however, until 1865 or 1866, 
nearly twenty-seven years, but then removed to 
Plano, Illinois, which became headquarters of the 
church. 

Lamoni, Iowa 

In October, 1881, the headquarters of the church 
and Herald Publishing House were removed to La­
moni, Iowa. Here Joseph Smith made his home for 

[14) 



over twenty-six years, until he removed to Inde­
pendence, Missouri, in 1906, where the other princi­
pal officers of the church shortly after were re­
tnoved, and where he passed away in December, 
1914. 

Independence, Missouri 

Frederick M. Smith was chosen as President by 
the church in April, 1915, and under his direction 
Independence, Missouri, was formally made the 
headquarters of the church by the conference of 
1920, recognizing what was already an accomplished 
fad. The headquarters of the church are now fully 
established in Independence, Missouri, where all of 
the principal offices of the church are located. 

Lamoni, Iowa, continues as the place second in 
importance, with Graceland College as a growing 
institution, and an Old Folks' Home. 

From the first, the Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints has denounced 
polygamy and the other doctrines added by the 
church of Utah. They have also emphasized, and 
still do, that the original church never accepted 
nor had anything to do with these doctrines. The 
Reorganized Church was held the lawful successor 
,or the continuation of tl).e original church by Judge 
L. S. Sherman in the Kirtland Temple Suit, in the 
Court of Common Pleas, Lake County, Ohio, in 1880. 

A Court Decision 

Then Judge John F. Philips, of the United States 
Circuit Court for Western Division of the Western 
District of Missouri, in 1894, in a thoroughly con­
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tested action, also held that the Reorganized Church 
was the lawful successor of the original church 
founded in 1830. Also that these added doctrines 
of polygamy and the like did not belong to the orig­
inal church. This was requisite in a suit to de­
termine the title to the Temple Lot in Independence, 
Missouri. (See decision of John F. Philips, Judge, 
pp. 33-45.) 

The United States Circuit Court of Appeals modi­
fied this decision, so far as it affected possession of 
the lot, on the grounds of adverse possession and 
laches. The impor.tant questions of succession and 
responsibility for these objectionable doctrines were 
not considered or modified. 

Today in Nauvoo 

During the summer some ten thousand visitors, 
many of whom are tourists, some from various parts 
of the United States including Maine and California, 
visit Nauvoo. The pastor of the local congregation 
is the caretaker of the church property and con­
ducts visitors to the points of historical interest. 

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints still owns several of the old landmarks, 
including the Old Homestead, the Mansion House, 
and the Nauvoo Ho~se. They have a fine brick 
church and a growing congregation. Most summers 
a reunion and a young people's convention or 
camp is held and is attended by many from other 
States. 

It is still a place they love, though its glory is 
now of the past. 
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St. Edmund'• Hall 

Cabet and a few of his 
fol1owers went to St. 
Louis, Mo., whne he 
died broken hearted on 
November 8, 1856, aged 
69 years. Some settled 
ne&r Corn ing, Iowa, 
where they made an 
unsueeeuful attempt to 
continue communism. 
M.any remained in Nall­
"oo and vicin ity . 

Lar•• Fruit lndu•try 
With the paning of Mormon and Jcarlan glories of 

Nau,•oo, came a sturdy claaa of immigrants from Germany 
and France who started the culture of the grape, until 
today there are countleea acrea of arapea in and arollnd 
Nauvoo. Fruit a-rowing here is an extenaive industry. 
In normal season an average of 150 earloada of grapes 
are shipped from Nauvoo. Other fruita and ve~retables 
.are alao largely cultivated. 

Educational Advanta••• 
The educational advantages in Nauvoo are equal to that 

tO! towns much laraer. Besides our public arade school 
:and hilh school, we have St. Peter's and St. Paul's 
J)arochial grade and high echool; also St. llary'e Academy, 
:a school for elrls, in aucnsful operation since 1874, and 
St. Edmund's Hall, a school for boye, both conducted by 
the Benedictine Sisters. 

A Few Not .. 
Nauvoo has a nice park at the river with plenty of 

shade, water, toilets, tables and benches, near bathin1 
beach, boatine and fishing. 

The Reorganized Church of Jeeua Chrlat of Latter Day 
Saints own what ia known as the Smith properties in 
Nauvoo, prominent historical landmarks. A representa­
tive of the church resides in the :Mansion House. He 
is always a-lad to give visitors information about Nauvoo. 

Nauvoo has five fine churchel'l, the Catholic, Methodist , 
Presbyterian, Lutheran and Latter Day Saint& (Re­
organized church). 

We have a eood bank, an up-to-date newspaper, and 
other enterprises. 

Nauvoo is situated just twelve miles from the Keokuk­
Hamilton hydro-electric plant, whose dam spans the 

Nauvoo Public: School 

Millis&ippi. It develops 
200,000 h. p. and cost 
$26,000,000. Nauvoo ob­
tains its power and 
Ii.rht from this plant. 
Nine miles north is 
Fort :Madison. Large 
bridges span the river 
at both Keokuk and 
Fort Madison. 

Nauvoo has no rail­
road connection, but Ia 
more fortunately located 
than some towns that 
have a railroad . The 

rerryboat "City of Nauvoo" makes reilular tripa to 
Montrose, conneetlne with six passeng:er trains daily , 
durine nine months of the year. 

Nau,•oo is on Highway No. 06 of the state hard road 
ayatem and is acceuible by hard roads from evffry dh·eetion 
n& can be noticed on t he map on thia folder. 

The large body of 
water above Keokllk 
created bY backwater of 
the big dam is called 
Lake Cooper, and ex­
tend • up the river many 
mUcs. Tourists can de­
tour hom Iowa to Nau­
voo over the Keokuk 
or Fort Madlaon bridre 
or take the Nauvoo 
Ferry at Montrose. A 
trip around the lake 
afford,. a masrnificent 

~~~~ur~~un~l:;:un~~: St. Mary's Acadamy 
being one of the most 
wonderful scenic drives in the country. The river drive 
between Nauvoo and Hamilton is especially insplrinlif. 

Thousands of touris ts visit Nauvoo every year for the 
purpose of siehtseelne. 

Many of the old Mormon residences and landmarks are 
atill standine in Nauvoo. The houses show a pecut:ar and 
distinctive style of architecture; no two are alike. Some 
of them in their time were Vf!TY handsome and attractive. 
On t.hia folder appear the pictures of some o! the famous 
landmarks still to be seen :In Nauvoo. 

Many Hiatorical Landmarlts in Nauuoo 
Firat Real House in Nauvoo, built in 1827 by Captain 

James White. First Circuit court in county held here. 

Joseph Smith Homestead-originally a lo~r house built 
about 1828 by James Jones , an lndian agent, who sold 
it to Joseph Smith in 1830. The prophet lived there 
until the spring of 18U, when he moved into the Mansion 
House. 

Mans:on House-Built in 184.2 and 1848 , throu(l"h reve­
lation. Home of the Prophet at the time he was kiJJed 
at Carthage, June 21, 184.4 .. 

The Nauvoo House-A revelation was l"eceived Janu­
ary 17, 18U, by Joseph Smith to build it for a tavern for 
himself. It was never finished accordin~r to original plans 

w. ·~ 
~1 . 

-"~ ::;;~~--- ---~-

Houae Built of Temple Stone 

The Bri.ham Young 
House-Where Dri~:ham 
Younr res ided during 
most or his 8even years ' 
res idence in Nauvoo. 

Amona the residences 
ot Mormon dignitarieB 
still here are those of 
Apostle John C. Taylor, 
Apostle Wilford Wood­
ruff, Apostle Loren:zo 
Snow, Apo~~:tle Heber C. 
Kimball, Bishop Hunter, 
Orson Pratt, Sidney 
Rigdon , Apostle Orson 

Hyde, David Yearsley , 
Lorin Farr, Pres. Wm. 
Marks, Patriarch John 
Smith, Parley P . Pratt, 
Soland Foster, Jono­
than Browning, father 
or the inventor o[ the 
Brownina mach ine gun. 

Other land marks, the 
ThomMs Moore wallOn 
shop, Mormon City 
J:otcl, Mormon Masonic 
temple, lcarian wooden 
apa r tment hOll .l(.-'6. Mor-
mon Arsenal (Acade- Juri•n Apartment House 
tny), John C. Taylor's 
" Time3 and Seasons" 
and "NAuvoo Neitrhbor" officea, Parochial achool house 
built or Temple stone, built as a school by the lcariau. 
Temple site and well which supplied water for bapti!!mal 
follnt, Mormon cemetery, etc.. 

At the Oriental Hotel can be aeen a ''ery interestin~: 
display of Mormon and Indian relies, antiques, etc. 

The "raves of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, a secret since 
the time or burial, except in family tradition, were round 
in January 1928 . The remains with those of Emma Smith­
Bidamon, who was Joseph' s widow, were placed in a tri­
part cript on the Homestead premises , which has a suit­
able marker. 

July 26 , 1933, a beauti[ul monument wa!l erected, in 
Nauvoo by the Women's National Relief Society of Salt 
Lake City, Utah, markine the birthplace of their oraaniza­
tion on March ·17, 1842. The monument a1so marks the 
ata.rt, or eastern end of the Mormon trail from Nauvoo 
to Utah, th£~ western end beine marked by a monument 
in Pioneer Park in Salt Lake City. 

Nauvoo has the requirements of a modern city, with 
many natural advantaaes and resources. Here is rich 
&oil; a 1arden spot of Illinois . We have water works •nd 
a sewer system, fine natural drainage, excellent s1tes 
ror homc8, beautiful and healthful natural surroundin'" !J . 

Monument In Nauvoo Erected 
by Utah Mormona 

This folder is issued 
by the Nauvoo Unity 
Club, which extends to 
all a hearty welcome 
to Nauvoo. 

For furthEn" informa­
tion write to the 

Unity Club, 
Nauvoo, Illinois 

NAUVOO 
"CITY BEAUTIFUL" 

"On the Mississippi" 

WHERE HISTORY AND 
BEAUTY COMBINE 



Facta About Nauvoo 

N
AUVOO is one of the historical places of the 

Middle West. In several respects it has the 
most remarkable history of any city in the 
United States. It was here that the Mormons 

were located for eieht years. from 1839 to 1846. It was 
here also that the famous French Iearian Community tri£'d 
out their form of communistic living, but failed . Nauvoo 
is a lso noted for it& fruit industry and for its beautiful 
location. Nauvoo is the Mecca of the Latter Day Saints 
church and of Nature lovers. Interest in the Quaint old 
city is constantly incrasinsr. 

Nauvoo'• Location 
Nauvoo is located on the east bank or the Mississippi 

river upon one of the grandest landscapes ever 
spread before human vision. Along the river there 

Joseph Smith Homestead 

is a "Flat" or bench of 
land of several thous­
and acres, with hills 
riain.r in a terrace be­
hind. Back of these is 
level land stretchin& 
into the country. The 
river flows past the 
town in crescent shape: 
and the view for miles 
around of the adjacent 
country, of the majestic 
river, and the wooded 
bluffs and bottom farms 
in · Iowa is one of beauty 
and &randeur. The 
whole forms a panorama 
unsurpassed. 

Firat Settler and Settl•m•nt• 
'fhc first actual white settler at Nauvoo was Captain 

James White, who was b~>rn in Ohio. He came here In 
1824, or perhaps 1828, to reside and trade with the Sac 
and Fox Indians, who at that time had a lar~e vill&Slt! 
called Quashqucma or some 400 or 500 lod&es at the head 

of what was t hen the Des M.oines Rapids on which Nauvoo 
now stand~. In 1824, 
the treaty was made 
with the Indiana by the 
&eneral government by 
which they relinquished 
their lands on this side 
of the river. Captain 
White wishin&" to ob­
tain posses~;ion of their 
village, lor the payment 
of 200 sacks of corn, 
induced them to vacate 
in his favor and they 
paddled across the river 

The Nauvoo House 
to Iowa. Captain White 
opened out a farm, and 
also ena-aged in keel­

boating. A lew other settlers came, and the first post­
office in the county called Venus, was established in 
March 1880. In 1884 Commerce was laid out and Venus 
was absorbed by the new town. In 1837 Commerce City, 
a .. paper town" wat laid out by a brace of eastern 
speculators, just north of Commerce. 

Com•'ng ol the Mormon• 
After the Mormons were driven !rom Missouri they came 

to Commerce in 1889. They bou~rbt several hundred acres 
o£ land here and In 18-.0 the postoffice 
was chan~red from Commerce to Nauvoo. 
The name is said to be taken from the 
Hebrew and means "beautiful place'' or 
"pleasant land". The town was incor­
porated and &ranted a special charter by 
the state leaialature. 

NauiJOo Mormon Temple 
As early as 1841 the erection of a a reat temple was 

undertaken. LimE:'Stone was secured f rom quarries about 
Nauvoo; the lumber was 
ra£ted down the river 
from Wisconsin. The 
building was completed 
enou&h to be used in the 
summer of 1844, but 
owing to t he death of 
the prophet never was 
fully completed. It was 
burned at the hands of 
an incendiary on the 
night of Oct. 7·8, 1848. 

The Temple was built 
of light gray limestone, 
it was 128 feet Jon&, 
88 feet broad, 60 feet 
high and to the top of 
tower 200 feet. It had 

Bri• ha m Youn• Residence 

80 he-wn pilasters, which cost $8,000 each. The baptismal 
fount was supported on 12 carved oxen. Corner atone 
was laid April 6, 1841. The building is said to have bet!n 
the finest in the west at the time and its estimated cost 
was $1,000,000. Its d£'8tructton aroused the people to a 
hi&"h state of india-nation as both Mormons and Gentiles 
took a pride in the magnificent strncture and felt that 

it should have been preserved. The 
prophets's revelation given lor the erec­
tion of the temple was dated January 12, 
1841, and also provided a arand tavern 
in which the prophet was to live . ·rhis 
tavern, known as the Nauvoo House also 
was started in 1841 , but was never 
comple-ted. Later it was completed in 
its present form. 

Cau••• lor Bani•hment 

Here the Mormons beran the work of 
buildtna a wonderful city. In a few years 
the city had a population of 20,000 and 
was a hive of industry and commercial 
activity. The prophet had eent stalwart 
missionariE:'S like Briaham Young, Parley 
P. Pratt, Orson Pratt and othffrs, to Eng­
land and other countries and they made 
great accession• to the faith. Mansion House 

Robberies, murders, and outlawry ran 
riot during the years of 1844·1845 in 
Hancock county. The law was openly 
violated and it seemed impossible to 
brin& the culprits to trial. The rapidly 

growing city became a Joseph Smith 
rendezvous lor cr imi- Mormon Prophet and Founder 
nals . The Mormons of Nauvoo 
were blamed, in man y 
cases unjustly, This with their political activity naturally 
broua-ht on confliet with non-Mormon residents of the 
neighborhood, which reached a climax in 1846, when the 
Mormons were driven from the state by an uprising of 
the neighborhood people. The prophet, Joseph Smith and 
his brother Hyrum, were shot and killed Ly a mob in the 
county jail at Carthaa-e on June 27, 1844, wh ile supposed­
ly under protection of state t.roC';>s. Joseph Smith was 
born at Sharon, Vermont, on December 23 , 1805, and at 
the time of his death was only 39 years of a~e. 

The lcarian Communit)' 
The exodus of the Mormons gave Nauvoo a strangely 

vacant and deserted appearance. The famous French 
Icarian Communists came to Nauvoo in 1849 and took 
possession of many of the vacant houses, and here 
established a comm unis tie colony. Their leader wa& 
Etienne Cabet. a noted lawyer, 
a former leader of the Carbo­
nari, and former attorney 
general and deputy of France. 
He wrote a subst.ntial his­
tory of the French revolu­
tion and later published his 
famous book, "A Voyace 
Into Icaria''. There 
were many artesans 
and professional 
men amon&" t hem. 
Industries and busi­
ness enterprises 
were estab1iahed. In 
a few years, how· 
eve-r, the members 
of the colony found 
the communinic idea 
impracticable. 

Social groups were 
formed, dissensions 
arose and the colony 
was finally disbanded 

The Nauvocr 
Mormon 
Temple 
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~- -· f'1DLAR 4 CHAMOtM81 DAVENPORT, IOWA. 

In the District Court of the State of Iowa, in for ~~ County, 

IN~·og~f:!······o··· 
IN PH013ATE. 

~ 2 ... .... . ........ ~ ........ .. ....... .. ....... . ........ ........ .. 

--·-············· · ····· · · ·--········· ·----····· · ·a·~·/·----·: ·---------.-~---- · ·······--·:··························· ·· · · ··--· ·· ····--------. ---·············---------

the undersigned, as6 .......... ~-~~ ................................... , as afor~sairl, hereby selL;r: ... and 
. ':"""/ ~ c---

nvey.~t/;~~-Z:-1-;!~r~~~--~f/4)·~--~JZ------
the following- ~cribed ~~ate, to-wit: ..... ~ ................ .................. .. . 

7 
....................................................... .. 

··A······················································· <?S..~ .. ~ ~t;JJ~ .. ~ /::i<~v. 
........... q~---.v~u.~-~-~~-{/~z.Jr.--~-----~---- -·~~----;z:-.. ................... .. 
.... ~~---~t- ... ~.¢t~l;----~-------------------------------------------------------,..~ , . --r 
·· ·-···--------------------- ---------·--- ·----------·················-·.: ···---- -----·-·············-·················-··········-···································-·----------- -- -- --------. ·········:··------------------------------------------------········--··-·-----·-········--·-·· ········· ······· ··········· ··· ··· ···-------- --------------·---·------------------------------

------------------------------------ ---------·-·-······ ·········--···· ------------------------ ·········-·;···"j····- - -----···· · ··-· . . ...... .. ··------ - - ------- · --·------ -- - - -------------·-·· .. :: 

' And the undersigned, in ....... . h . ...<i& .. .. ... official capacity as aforesaid, hereby covenant.s .... with the said 

grantee ........ ~1_at iE_!~king sai~ sale a_nd _tjtis de~d, ...... h..k-: ...... h~ ... in all respl'cts complied with the orders 

of said Court in the above entitled cause, and with the laws of said StateD ............... .... ................. ...... ............... . 

..... .. ............. . ....... .................................. ... ............................. ......... ......... ........ ~-------·-- · ----~------------------

Witno"··?···J;,nd .. o .•. . , in tho o.pacity afo<e~'id, thi,./<> ...... day oL.. . . ............ 

7 
....... 19/b 

--



... 

~l 

~STATE OF LOW!\,.~~~---:' ............. .. ....... County, ss. 

~?e~·6-77··· ···· ..................... 19/f., bcfmc me pc<wmlly appemd 
-------- ---------------------------------------------------- _______ :,;: ______________________ -----------------------·-····------- -- ------------------------------------ --------------------
to me known to be the p~rson .. .. namcd in and who executed the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that 

···~--~~he '{l"' h~ vzy~ed16~ qq(~~'i' .·················· -/··~··· ········ · ··· ··~2:'· . 
. .. 0.~.--9~~---··········· 

'IXrE /r'./E:"";:~ Juun:y. <> /. . . . 

I, .. ....... ... .. .. --~····· ······ ····· ··· ······ ···· ······.-·· .. .... ......... . ...... ·;A ( k:rk ol the D1stnct Court of the State of 

Jo,,~d fnr.. .. .. .. ~-~-=-·-····· · ········· ··· ·· Count_,j{JO hcrL·h_~ · n·rtify that on the .. /.~.-~-: ... Jay 

o[: ......... .. :~z-_-:-::-.:-:-/ ...... .. .... , 19-· ·' ·/jthe for.~o~ if~ report of the sale cvi<.lencecl thereby were 

~:::,~::::,.':.,::;~'. :~~~:::::':.:~,~:;:-r·~"( ·· ·· · ··. ~~---··················· 
• / ,..., 17 

of ..... I~~--~e-s~- --~~~~-~~-e-~f, · ·~--l·~a~~~--~l ~-~~~:I.l·t·~ -'!1:_;;1 .. tll seal of?~ ;£:?-:·······-~·-····day 

I ~~~RY··················~···· · ··· ···············--·--········--·--··--··------···--------·-

Clerk. 

~~~~­
ftl'-1__ ~ ~-~/9 I In , 

r1 ~ 
L- : "' I l! -. ' -L ~ --i 
---. ctl 
:_1_ lJIJ 

r..a.. 

DIRECTIONS 
1. "ESTAT!C," "GUAllDIANSllll' (OF TIH: I'EHSON-PllOI'I~H'l"l)," etc. 
" "DI::CJCASED," "JIHNOH," "PERSON OF TTNSOUND l\U:\D," etc. 
''· "ADMINISTRATOR'S," "GU.\RD!AN'B," etc. 
4. Code § 3206 ct seq.; § 3223 and :J225 et seq.; § 8323 et seq.; and §3409. 
5. ".~nthorizlng,' ' If order was made on nppli<'atlon ot administrator (executor) or gnnrdlan; "requiring," if made on appllca-

1 ion of another. 
G. "Administrator (executor) ,'' "guardian of the l'rop<·rf)·;• etc. 
7. "Estnte.'' or, "wnrd(s)," etc. All the wards should-be named In the title above. 
8. "S<'ll nt public nuctlon (private snle) ," unless deed Is made under Code § 32~fl or § 3409, In which case say "execute a con­

r•·.rnncc l.ly deed of." 
fl. Lenvc this spn<'<' blank unless tbe deed Is made under Code§ 3226 ur • 3400, In which case say: "said deed to be In favor of 

I he gr:mtce .... hereinafter nnmed, nnd to be In speclllc pcr!ormnnce of n cntaln contract,'' and describe the contract. 
10. "Anthorl,ntlon,'' or, "requirement." S.'e DIUECTION NO.5. 
11. Leave blnnk unless it is drslrrd ~o itemize or explain the cons!clcrntlon. 
J 2. "Sull.kct to mortgage ( drscrllllng It) (wb!ch grnnt~ assumes und agn•cs to pHy as n purt of the pu1:chase price)," If ap­

plknhle. 
1:1. Ilere insc• rt any otht•t• covenants or matters <h•slrerl. 
14. Possibly a ;:;nnrdinn need not attach his official title. Code § 3211 gin·s to n guardian the right to execute deeds In his own 

ll:\IU'-'· 

Hi. "As :u'mlniRtmtor o( s,i,l rstP~" ." ~tc .. ~r '!1! <lcslrPtl, In ens•• the scrivener thinl<A it necessary to show the capacity In 
"hkh '"" p:ll"l)' ncknowh•<lg-cs. nut S<'C Code f :.!fl~:! ct ~rq .. nnd, espedniiJ, Code ~~!)50. 

1H. Insert ''hy.·• 11Dl<'BA aptJroved ,,_,. a .lud)!e In vncntion U1Hl~1· <' ude § :J~I:!, wiH•n Ray "In vacation b,v the Hon .• John Doc, 
.Judg,• or:• Hut lhP approl'al or :1 <lePtl and r<'tlOrt S<' PillS not to br :t mntt<-r requh·tn;:; notice, hen ce lhe Probate Court Is nlwnys open 
1o di~po~c of ~ud1 math' I' S. . f¥odc § :1~61. 

17. C'ml<' H :!:.!II, :1:1:10. :lH;ll. l'crhnps this cPrtiOente Is not I"('<JliiN'd <'Xt'<'P l iu '"""' '" nf <:tics nncler Colle §§ 3323, 3227. But 
titl' lin•t ~t·nh • ucc of Coth- * ;~B::1 iH rr-r.r hl'oat.l. :\t nny rnt e, the cel'flliratc iK ncn•r iuupJll\)fJriatL·. · ·--

18. Code ~ 3413. lf tb e lnnd Is situated In :muthcr county, sec Code U :!!?Or., 33:: I. 
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