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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 

Other Name/Site Number: 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 124 East First Street 

City/Town: Cahokia 

State: Illinois County: St Clair 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property 
Private: 
Public-Local: 
Public-State: X 
Public-Federal: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 

1 
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Code: 163 

Category of Property 
Building(s): X 
District: 
Site: 
Structure: 
Object: 

Noncontributing 
1 buildings 

sites 
structures 

_objects 
1 Total 

Not for publication: NA_ 

Vicinity:_ 

Zip Code: 62206 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:_l_ 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: 

Designated a 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK on 

AUG 0 7 2001 

by the Secratary of the Interior 
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation -- --
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does 
not meet the National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper 

Date 

Date of Action 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling 

Current: Recreation and Culture Sub: Museum 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification: Early Republic: Federal 

Materials: 

Foundation: 
Walls: 
Roof: 
Other: 

Limestone 
Brick 
Wood (oak) 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 1 

Built between 1807 and 1810, the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion is an extant two-story solid masonry structure 
situated on the alluvial floodplain of the Mississippi River. The house and its surrounding acreage were 
located within the village of Cahokia, a small trading outpost and Catholic mission within the French 
Colonial regions of the mid-Mississippi valley. The areas along the river were first settled by the French
speaking pioneers, farmers and fur trappers from New France (Canada) and later from the port city of New 
Orleans. County deed records indicate Nicholas Jarrot purchased an area of land within the village of 
Cahokia in 1799. In 1807, fifteen years after his arrival from Baltimore, Maryland, Jarrot contracted mason 
Matthew Holland to construct a two-story solid masonry structure for his family home, business and 
extended household. Jarrot created a building plan drawn on a board as a contractual guide for the building 
construction. The mansion oriented along its horizontal axis faces north toward the Mississippi River and the 
city of St. Louis. The estate once included a collection of various storage and cooking outbuildings as well 
as land in excess of 25,000 acres. Today, only the mansion and a ca. 1830 to 1845 stone spring house 
remain. The spring house is located adjacent to and southeast of the residence. Both structures are sited on 
a small 0.94-acre parcel directly adjacent to the Church of the Holy Family (NHL, 1970). 

Exterior 

The exterior is comprised of two dominant masonry materials: limestone and brick. The foundation and 
raised basement consist of coursed rubble limestone blocks obtained from the stone bluffs of the Mississippi 
River. Set in a lime and sand based mortar with untooled joints, the basement stone wall elevation is 
approximately 12-15 inches above the current finished building grade. Recent archaeological surveys have 
confirmed that at the time of construction, the site elevation was substantially lower and would have exposed 
an additional 8-10 inches of the limestone foundation 

The remaining load bearing walls are constructed of hand pressed, (low) site-fired, unglazed and unpainted 
red brick. The brick are set in a combination of Flemish and common bond patterns. Perceived as the more 
public or prestigious building exposures, the Flemish bond was used on the north and west elevations. The 
common bond pattern was used on the remaining south and east elevations. In addition, the south and east 
walls are further defined by an alternating pattern of brick tones and finishes. As construction progressed on 
the mansion, the site brick kiln, used to fire the building masonry units, was eventually disassembled. The 
interior bricks of the kiln, having a darker tone and glazed finish, were incorporated into the wall 
construction, creating a banded or striped appearance at the header courses of the south and east elevations. 

The mansion, already a massive structure, had an exceptional number of large windows. The jamb framing 
members of each window were fully mortised into 3-inch thick wood sills. False or 'bastard' paneling was 
designed for all of the entry level window jambs. The panels, constructed from one section of wood, were 
crafted to appear as beveled panels set within a separate rail and stile framework. The window jamb panels 
at the second floor were left plain. All of the window wood surfaces including the frame, trim, sash and 
muntins, were finished in a faux wood grain painting technique. While many of the original windows have 

1 The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion description will quote, in large part, the "Restoration Inventory of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion", 
completed in 1982, to document and date the original architectural and construction components of the structure. The Inventory, 
prepared for the Illinois Department of Conservation, Historic Sites Division, was authored by four historic preservation 
consultants: Jeffery Hess, Historic Consultants; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Marcia J. Lutz, Historic Consultant; Alexandria, 
Virginia; MacDonald and Mack Partnership, 215 Grain Exchange Building; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Charles E. Peterson- FAIA, 
Preservation Consultant; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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been reproduced and replaced, many remain intact. The wavy glass optics of many of the panes survive as a 
telltale remnant of the original construction. Exterior panel wood shutters with iron hinges and tiebacks 
framed each of the window openings. 

Three window types were incorporated into the design of the building fenestration: the single light hopper, 
the double hung and the casement. The existing single light hopper windows, constructed with top surface 
mounted hinges and sill locks, are reproductions of what are believed to be original designs. The surviving 
five original frames, approximately 12 inch by 15 inch, are constructed from plain sawn, pegged and painted, 
pine wood . Installed within the limestone wall assembly, the windows are fitted with exterior vertical wood 
binders, which extend from the window frame head to sill. The binders, square in plan, are rotated to appear 
as diamond shaped vertical bars and are evenly spaced across the window openings. 

Double hung pine wood windows are installed predominately at the entry and second levels and constitute the 
bulk of the window types used in the building elevations. The windows are designed as 12 over 12 double 
hung pine wood sash units set in wood frames. The window sash units are constructed of twelve 8 x 10-inch 
glass lights, and the painted wood muntins are constructed of short leaf yellow pine. Upper and lower 
window sash assemblies were installed with counterweights. The exterior wood window frames are set flush 
with the exterior facade, resulting in a slight sill profile at the brick walls. The interior surfaces of the 
windows are encased in a series of decorative wood frames, panels and trims. All exposed surfaces of the 
windows and frames were originally painted. In addition, all exterior window openings were originally fitted 
with painted walnut panel shutters and wrought iron shutter 'dogs' or tie-back retainers. 

Casement styled windows were originally designed and installed at each gable-end of the attic level. Installed 
in pairs, each window opening is fitted with a 12-glass light and muntin assembly similar to the double hung 
windows. In-swinging jamb mounted hinges are secured to the pine wood frames for each window. All 
window and frame wood surfaces are painted. 

Door types used in the exterior construction of the Jarrot Mansion consist of paired French styled doors and 
cellar bulkhead doors. The existing reconstructed walnut wood French doors installed at the center hall front 
and rear-building entries were re-designed to replace the original French door and hardware assembly. The 
new doors, installed in 1992, consist of an upper eight-light glass and wood muntin grid and a base section of 
a single beveled wood panel set in a surrounding wood rail, stile, sill and head sections. All door wood 
surfaces are painted on the exterior and stained on the interior. The French door iron hardware, consisting 
of box locks, pull handles with thumb latch bolts and hinges are custom iron reproductions with a painted 
finish. 

The cellar bulkhead doors, which give access to the exterior rear southwestern basement stair, are board and 
batten wood panels. The west bay door panels and frame are anchored to the low brick wall of the basement 
stair entry. All exposed surfaces of the door panels are painted with surface mounted hinges and locking 
hardware. A similar exterior bulkhead and basement stair access was constructed from the center bay of the 
rear basement wall, but was subsequently demolished and filled in 1942 

The mansion roof was originally designed as a simple gable roof profile with pine board sheathing and 
finished with hand-split oak shingles. Records indicate the roof shingles were originally painted with red iron 
oxide pigment. Modest cornice detailing and eave end dentilwork completed the roof assembly. Unadorned 
barge boards were installed to finish the gable roof ends. The interior roof structure consisted of King truss 
wood members secured to wood plates and supplemented by collar beams purlins and purlin posts at the 
outward ends of the truss sections. A summer beam, installed above the ballroom ceiling, spanned from the 



NPS Form 10-900 USDIINPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION Page 6 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

east exterior wall to the center chimney bay, a length of thirty-three feet. Dovetail notched, pegged and 
mortise/tenon craftsmanship was used to secure the truss, post, beam and rafter members of the interior 
framing. Originally believed to function as an additional structural support for the large expanse of the 
ballroom ceiling, the precise contribution of the truss has been recently analyzed as a redundant member of 
the overall structural system. Foot wide floorboards were laid between the floor framing to finish the attic 
interior. 

The original roof assembly of the Jarrot Mansion has been subjected to numerous re-cladding modifications 
over the course of its history. As a result of a previous tile roof installation during the early 1900s, various 
interior roof structural modifications were designed to compensate for the additional dead load_ However, 
the modifications were localized to the rafter and beam spans and had no ramification to the exterior 
appearance. 

The current roof assembly, consisting of hand split oak shingles nailed to pine wood roof sheathing, is 
presumed to be similar to the original construction. The dentil banded wood cornice and molded bargeboards 
decorate the eaves and gable ends, respectively. Originally, the roof was constructed with one downspout 
positioned at the northeastern corner of the building to service the perimeter eave gutters_ The run off was 
directed to a cistern located in the northeast yard of the site. The existing eave end roof gutters, four corner 
downspouts and gutter heads were installed during a 1940s renovation period. 

The exterior is further defined by three brick chimneys constructed along the ridgeline and within the brick 
bearing walls of the mansion_ Each chimney originally accommodated the heating and cooking requirements 
of several fireplace units . At the roofline, the chimneys, which extend approximately four feet above the 
ridge beam, are capped with multiple coursing of corbeled brickwork. 

Interior 

In November of 1808, Nicholas Jarrot entered into a construction covenant with wood joiner, Russell E. 
Hicock to complete the general building carpentry and interior millwork. The mansion interior is generally 
configured as a center hall-double pile plan with small symmetrical rooms flanking the east and west sides . 
Four wythe solid masonry brick walls separate the center hall from the side bays. The majority of the rooms 
were originally constructed with fireplace units, wood mantels and masonry hearths . 

The cellar plan consists of three single-room bays separated by 22-24 inch thick interior limestone and brick 
bearing walls. Each bay contains fireplace footings to accommodate the fireplace units at the entry level 
above_ The center bay, containing a large (now bricked-in) chimney opening, gives evidence that the room 
was used as a main cooking area for the household. In 1980, subsequent to several stair modifications, the 
interior cellar stair placement and configuration were restored to their original design. The cellar stair is 
couched beneath the stair soffit of the center hall stairway. The interior finishes of the cellar consist of river 
limestone block walls, exposed wood joist and girder under-floor soffit areas and flagstone flooring. A 
portion of the flagstone flooring in the western bay was removed and left unfinished as earthen sand. 

The entry level is configured as a center hall-double pile plan. The center hall serves as the main entrance 
and foyer to the building and is accessed through the front and rear wood French doors. The open hall 
includes the main circulation stair as well as a large fireplace. The interior finishes include standard width 
unfinished pine flooring , undressed wood stud, lath and plaster walls and ceilings. A selection of pine and 
walnut woods were used for the interior millwork, chair rails, baseboards, door and window panels and 
soffits and a variety of trim work. The plaster wall and ceiling surfaces as well as the decorative wood 
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profiles were originally painted. 

Originally framed for a 'U' shaped staircase with an intermediate landing, the structure was changed to a 'T' 
plan midway during its construction. The 'T' plan served two purposes. The left or east stair provided a 
formal entry to the second floor ballroom. The remaining stairway of the 'T' facilitated a private access to 
the rear sleeping room as well as a possible rear serving doorway to the drawing room. 

The details and craftsmanship employed in the construction of the stair reflected an attempt to further refine 
the building character. Hand-carved scrollwork panel boards were applied as a decorative treatment for the 
stair stringer. The underside of the primary stair, enclosed to provide access to the basement, was 
constructed as a grid of plain sawn wood trim sections. Each resulting square was filled with a beveled wood 
panel insert. The panelwork extended to the basement door access, located below the intermediate stair 
landing. The wood balustrade assembly included turned handrails, balusters and newel posts. Matching 
construction detailing was also incorporated into the wall mounted newel post and chair rails at the opposite 
interior wall of the stair enclosure. Finally, the entire stairway was set into a two story open well at the rear 
of the center hall. Lit by two rear double hung sash units, the staircase was washed with sunlight, 
contributing to the drama of entering the center hall and the overall experience of ascending the second level 
to the entertaining rooms above. All stair wood surfaces were also originally painted. 

The remainder of the entry level is comprised of two pairs of side flanking rooms, presumed to have been 
used for business, entertaining, dining and sleeping purposes. In keeping with the entry hall, these rooms 
were also constructed with wood stud and lath wall components and finished with a three-coat plaster 
application. Six-panel walnut wood doors, typical to the mansion design, provided for room separation and 
access between the pairs of rooms. 

The pair of east facing rooms included corner fireplace units with wood mantels and chair rails, and 
decorative bastard jamb panels (those constructed from one section of wood, yet crafted to appear as beveled 
panels set within a separate framework) and architraves around the interior door and window openings. One 
of two limestone fireplace hearths was subsequently replaced with concrete during the 1970s. The west 
facing pair of rooms, similar in design and finish, were originally accessed directly from the front room. 
However, the rear southwest bay was originally sub-divided into two small rooms for sleeping. The existing 
doors to the small sleeping rooms were removed and installed as pocket door panels in c. 1845. The 
deviding wall between the small sleeping rooms was demolished resulting in one room with an additional 
doorway accessible from the center hall area. A rear fireplace location was added in c. 1845 subsequent to 
the original construction. 

The second level plan consists of a ballroom, an additional pair of small, unheated sleeping rooms and a 
drawing room annexed from the ballroom. The ballroom, which dominates the second level floor plan, spans 
thirty-three feet across the majority of the front (north facing) elevation of the mansion. The interior finishes 
of the ballroom include white pine tongue and groove wood flooring, painted plaster walls and ceiling, and a 
fireplace unit, originally detailed with a faux marble painted cherry wood mantel and stone hearth. The 
remaining window and door wood details, though similar in type and finish to those of the entry level, are 
less ornate. The drawing room, directly adjacent to the ballroom, is also finished in a similar fashion to the 
entry level side parlor rooms. The rear sleeping rooms are the smallest in the house and were not equipped 
with fireplace units. For reasons unknown, the ceiling of the (rear) southeast room, was finished with a 
beaded board and batten pine wood assembly. In addition, the southwest room having weathered a series of 
repetitive window-to-door modifications currently exists as a door with a small wood balcony extension. 
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The floors of the mansion were constructed using modest and traditional methods. Yellow short leaf pine 
tongue & groove boards were installed in a uniform staggered joint pattern through the first floor. White pine 
boards, laid in a similar pattern, were used on the second floor. The extensive use of pine as flooring and 
trim components in this building may represent the earliest introduction of pine materials to construction in 
the greater Cahokia region. Imported pine appears to have been favored by Jarrot over readily available 
oak. 2 • The floors were left natural and unfinished. While the majority of the floor areas were not extensively 
worn or abused, the white pine floorboards of the ballroom were so worn from dancing and general 
circulation that the knots now appear as raised nodules above the floor plane. 

Originally, seven fireplace units were built into the mansion. Several design variations were used to 
construct each mantelpiece, however, all incorporated similar interpretations of classical and Federal styled 
features. The mantel shelf and cornice components were designed using layered bands of plain sawn and 
hand lathed moldings. A single compartment comprised the simple and unadorned frieze while multiple bands 
of concentric wood trim and moldings framed the fireplace chimney opening. Some mantels featured a row 
of dentil molding beneath the cornice. The inner hearths were set in a rubble limestone pattern while the 
outer hearth limestone pieces were hand cut and honed. The border of each stone was then tooled in a simple 
fringe pattern. 

The organization and formality of the interior plan were further enhanced by the selection of interior finishes. 
A microscopic analysis of paint and interior finishes was conducted by Robert Furhoff during the 1990s. 
The report documented that a wide variety of finishes were used in the mansion. Findings from that report 
include the following: During the early decorating sequences, rich, intense paint colors were applied to wall 
and ceiling areas of the first and second floor. Fine printed wallpaper, also used in some of the larger, more 
formal areas, was applied over bare plaster. A chair rail assembly, consisting of a two-part rail and stoop 
design, was installed in all the rooms of the mansion. In addition, the majority of decorative wood surfaces 
including the door and window frame and sash surfaces, chair rails and the staircase trim and panels, was 
treated with painted faux wood grain finishes. The millwork within the smaller or less prestigious upper 
story rooms was painted. The ballroom mantel was finished in a faux marble finish. 

The sense of formality and grandness was further supported by the grand ceiling heights. The ten foot ceiling 
height, standard throughout the mansion, contributed to the drama of the interior and allowed free expression 
of the color palette without suppressing the interior space. With only natural and candlelight for 
illumination, the interiors were very likely a vivid play of colors and textures. Against the rugged environs 
of the territorial frontier, Jarrot's brick mansion must have appeared elegant yet foreign. 

The attic, consisting of one large open area, is accessed from an enclosed partitioned stairwell at the second 
level adjacent to the ballroom entry door. Generally left in its original and unfinished condition, and lit by 
the gable-end casement windows, the attic space gives direct exposure to the hand hewn, pinned, and 
mortised and tenoned craftsmanship of the roof assembly. 

The following is a brief chronology of changes that have occurred from the 1820s to the 1980s. The 
following data is compiled from the 1982 MacDonald and Mack Restoration Inventory. 

Following the death of Nicholas Jarrot in 1820, his widow, Julia continued to reside in the mansion. In 
1823, presumably for general maintenance reasons, an additional oak wood shingle roof was installed directly 
above the existing original wood shingle assembly. The following year, an iron oxide pigment mixed in a 

2 Richard Guyette, Wood Identification Report on the Jarrot Mansion, 1991, 1. 
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linseed oil base was applied as the finish to the roof. Madame Jarrot instituted additional changes to the rear 
building exterior during the mid-1840s. A one-story frame kitchen ell was built against the southeastern 
mansion wall. 

Additionally, changes to the mansion interior were made during this same time span. Two small sleeping 
rooms had been originally constructed in the rear southwestern bay of the entry level. The partition wall 
creating these rooms was removed and the area was re-worked into a single rear parlor. This space was 
connected to the front parlor by centered pocket doors. These same doors previously had been located at the 
rear sleeping rooms and were subsequently retro-fitted with bottom roller hardware to become sliding pocket 
doors. A new passage door was opened in the west wall of the center hall to give additional access to the 
new room. An additional fireplace unit was constructed along the west wall of the new rear parlor area. 

By 1850, Julia Jarrot had vacated the mansion and relocated to St. Louis, although the house continued to be 
owned by the Jarrot family. The original wood entry stoop was replaced with a Greek Revival design by 
circa 1855. The raised porch included a simple, pediment roof with simple columns, modest capitals, and 
the balustrades and rails secured to a wood floor and sub-structure below. 

Between 1860 and 1880, under the management of Jarrot's daughter, Ortance, a third wood shingle roof with 
extended eave and gable overhangs was added to the existing layers. By c. 1885, the Greek Revival porch, 
having survived for over 30 years, was replaced with a Victorian styled porch design. The porch roof, now 
revised from gabled to flat, accommodated the decorative roof and porch balustrades and ornamental 
scrollwork typical of a Victorian expression. Corbelled chimney caps replaced the original brick banding. 
In 1888, an additional fourth roof system, a standing metal seam roof, was installed over the pre-existing 
(three) roof assemblies. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, the mansion was leased to the Holy Family Catholic Parish of Cahokia. 
The parish, which used the mansion as a parochial school, imposed a new set of stylistic preferences upon 
the building. The standing metal seam roof, now over twenty years old, was replaced with a pantile roof, 
while the existing sub-layers of wood shingles were left intact. The decorative corbel brickwork was removed 
from the chimney caps and the ornamental scrollwork of the porch balustrades and column capitals was 
streamlined to reflect the then current Classical revival influence within the region. Again in 1942, the roof 
cladding, chimney caps and entry porch designs were modified. At this point, all of the pre-existing shingle 
roof assemblies were fmally removed and the eave and gable overhangs were returned to their original 
dimension and profile. A clay tile roof, made popular by the re-construction of colonial Williamsburg, was 
installed on the Jarrot Mansion in 1941. The classically derived porch design, originally constructed c. 
1898, was also re-worked in c.1942. 

In 1943, pioneer aviator Oliver Parks purchased the mansion from the descendants of Nicholas Jarrot, who 
had held a lease agreement with the Holy Family Parish since the turn of the century. On the exterior, Parks 
removed the c. 1845 kitchen ell. To the interior, Parks added a second story window on the west fa9ade, 
which was subsequently bricked-in by volunteer renovators in the 1970s. After these minor revisions, Parks 
apparently lost interest in the project and donated the building to Holy Family Parish in 1945. The building 
was used as the Parish convent until 1965. The Village of Cahokia was persuaded to purchase the property 
in 1975. 

In 1980, the mansion was donated to the State of Illinois, where it has since remained as a state historic site 
listed on the National Register. During the 1980s, the roof and porch of the Jarrot Mansion were restored to 
the original 1810 design. The Williamsburg clay tile roof was removed and replaced with oak shingles with 
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a 4.5-inch exposure and painted with an iron oxide linseed oil base finish. Additionally, the classical porch 
was replaced with a wood frame stoop and steps, which are in place today. 

The native limestone spring house dates from the early to mid-19th century and, although not believed to be 
contemporary with the 1810 construction date of the brick house, it is apparent that the outbuilding is 
consistent with the re-organization of the back yard usage and dependencies ca. 1830 to 1845. In its present 
form, the stone spring house is likely constructed of materials salvaged or robbed from a previous structure 
in the same location, a structure which would have dated to the construction of the house. The present stone 
outbuilding measures 9'6" wide by 11 '8" deep by 11 '6" high to the gable; the walls are 17'' thick. Openings 
face north and include an almost square opening located over the 4'10 ' by 2'3" door. Roof shingles were 
installed in 1987 and are compatible with those that are documented on the house: oak shingles painted with 
linseed oil tinted with iron oxide. Because the current structure was most likely constructed after the period 
of significance, it is considered non-contributing . 



NPS Form 10-900 USDIINPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION Page 11 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally: X Statewide: Locally: - - -

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: 

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions): 

NHL Criteria: 

NHL Theme(s): 

Areas of Significance: 

Period(s) of Significance: 

Significant Dates: 

Significant Person(s): NA 

Cultural Affiliation: NA 

Architect/Builder: 

Historic Contexts: 

A B CX D 

A B C D E F G 

4 

III. Expressing Cultural Values 
5. architecture, landscape architecture, and urban design 

Architecture 

1807-1810 

1807-1810 

Matthew Holland, brick and stone mason 
Russell Hicock, wood joiner and interior carpentry. 

XVI. Architecture 
C. Federal 
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above. 

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, built between 1807 and 1810 gives evidence of the western transmission and 
construction of an early American architecture: the Federal style. Located at the western boundary of the 
Northwest Territory, within the French Colonial region of the mid-Mississippi River valley, the design and 
construction of the Jarrot Mansion represent an early, rare and extant example of the Federal style, seated in 
a region that was detached as a territorial wilderness. In addition, the mansion is a demonstration of the far
reaching influence and extent to which the Federal style was transported and reinterpreted. It is an extant 
example of a solid masonry building constructed within the early development of the Northwest Territory, as 
an expression of the architectural evolution within the early western expansion of the American territories. 
The mansion signifies an early and individual intent to reach beyond the local building traditions and customs 
of the provincial region of the mid-Mississippi River valley toward a broader architectural genre. 

Organized in 1787, the prototypical government of the Northwest Territory was formed to assist in the 
paternal evolution of the western frontier. With few charted documents, a sparse population and virtually a 
non-existent infrastructure, the territory was conceived to cultivate the land and its citizens into a partnership 
with the United States . 

The emergence and recognition of the western frontier began with three events: the conclusion of the 
Revolutionary War in 1783, the struggle to secure and ratify the Articles of Confederation, and the signing of 
the Treaty of Paris in 1783.3 Over 400,000 square miles of predominately wooded lands, dominated by 
various indigenous Native American tribes, were now the possession of a fledging American congressional 
democracy. Although the rivers and inland waterways served to link the frontier outpost of the New France 
and Spanish colonist, the majority of land was uncharted and isolated from the new Atlantic oriented nation. 
It became imperative to design and ratify a constitutional document promoting not only a league of friendship 
between states, but a national formula to manage and control the frontier lands beyond the established 
boundaries of the continental states. In November of 1787, the national congress, as represented by the 
continental states, produced the first draft of the Articles of Confederation in an attempt to set preliminary 
standards of operation for a national government. Included in the effort to ratify the Articles of 
Confederation, the newly formed Congress addressed the question of land ownership, management of 
territorial cessions, and the governing of the western frontier. 

In an attempt to resolve congressional differences over the management of the frontier, the commonwealth of 
Virginia offered to cede her land holdings in favor of the creation of an American territory. In 1784, the 
Virginia offer was accepted and other states followed suit. By the late 1780s, the American Congress, a 
body as yet unauthorized by the Articles to hold or govern a territory, became the sovereign of some 430,000 
square miles of open land. Ironically, the congressional body faced the very question of their recent British 
governance: one of how to govern a colonial territory. 4 Agreeing to the development of a progressive self
governing process, the emerging new states would graduate to have similar power and governing authority as 
the original states. Named the Northwest Territory, the land areas north and west of the Ohio River and east 
of the Mississippi were constituted as one district. 

Passage of the Northwest Ordinance in 1787 established a territorial period as the initial building block in the 
expansion of the American continent. In conjunction with the establishment of legislative procedures and 

3 Encyclopedia Britannica, 1957, ed., Vol. 22, s.v. "United States of America", 788-789. 
4 Ibid., 789. 
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land holding policies, the key component that would validate the territory would be the migration of pioneer 
entrepreneurs and land speculators. Not only would the new residents contribute to and solidify the 
governmental, economic and financial foundation, their skills in construction, business and agricultural 
industries would contribute to and sustain a new sense of nationhood within an isolated frontier. 5 

During the early exploration of the mid-Mississippi frontier, the uncharted regions of the inland river valleys 
were home to a confederation of Native American Nations. The confederation called itself the Illiniwek, 
known as the 'Illynois' to the French trappers and missionaries . The Illynois nation was predominately based 
near the Great Lakes region of the central interior frontier, yet their vast ethnic influence and control 
extended to areas as far south as the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. The Illynois nation 
comprised eight regional tribes or bands: the Cahokia, Kaskaskia, Peoria, Mitchigamea, Moingwena and the 
Tamarois (Tamaroa).6 The land area, dominated by the Illynois nation, would be known to the European 
powers as 'Pays des Illynois' or the Illinois Country. 

Records of colonial river valley explorations within and around New France date as far back as the late 16th 
century; however, it wasn't until the mid-17th century that many of the interior river valleys were entirely 
navigated. Originating in New France in 1673, the explorer team of Louis Jolliet and Jesuit Father Jacques 
Marquette successfully navigated the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers to establish a small Jesuit mission 
within the tribal lands of the Kaskaskia. 7 By 1682, explorer Rene' Robert Cavalier Sieur de La Salle had 
reached the mouth of the Illinois River and subsequently paved the way for the establishment of a variety of 
French missions and bartering post settlements along the lower Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. Meanwhile, 
in 1698 missionary priests from the Seminary of Foreign Missions at Quebec had established a small mission 
within the Tamaroa village located near a large bend of the Mississippi. The settlement site, accessible to 
principal water transportation routes and rich fur trapping territories, became a strategic base from which to 
secure and control the confluence of three river valleys: the Mississippi, Missouri and Illinois. 8 

Initially guided by Henri de Tonti, an experienced LaSalle expedition lieutenant, a trio of priests and their 
aides began construction of the frontier mission. The house for the priest and a 'chapelle des Tamarois' were 
completed first. These early structures were most likely built using a traditional 'poteaux en terre' building 
technique established by the early French colonists of New France during the 16th century. The 'poteaux en 
terre' (post in the earth) along with the 'poteaux sur solle' (post on sill) became a standard building tradition 
in promoting an expedient land occupation without the need for sophisticated tools, skills or refined 
materials . By May of 1699, with lodging and chapel completed, the mission was celebrated as the first New 
France white man's settlement on the Mississippi River. 9 

By 1735, the village was comprised of a small number of mission personnel, settlers and trappers with fur 
trading and farming as the principal means of commerce. A map entitled "Plan de Ia Seigneurie et 
Etablissement de Ia Mission des Tamarois" documented the village footprint positioned on a narrow channel 
of the Mississippi and between two small streams. 10 The Tamaroa inhabited this region with their close 
cousins , the Cahokia. For many years, the names Tamaroa and Cahokia were used interchangeably in 
reference to the mission and settlement until, by the late 1700s, the name Cahokia became preferred. 11 

5 Martin Ridge, ed. , Frederick Jackson Turner: Wisconsin's Historian of the Frontier, 1986, 26-28. 
6 Clarence Walworth Alvord, The Illinois Country , 1920, 32-33. 
7 J.H . Schlarman, From Quebec to New Orleans, 1929, 55-58. 
8 Bonnie Gums, Archaeology at French Colonial Cahokia, 1988, 12-13 . 
9 Joseph P. Donnelly, The Parish of the Holy Family, 1949, 10-11. 
10 J.H. Schlarman, From Quebec to New Orleans, 1929, 284. 
11 Charles Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia, 1999, 5. 
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With the founding of St. Louis as a fur trading outpost by Pierre Laclede in 1764, the future growth of 
Cahokia was seriously jeopardized. St. Louis, located on the western riverbank, was experiencing rapid 
growth in population, wealth and stature and was considered to be the reigning metropolis of the mid-river 
valley. By 1766, only forty-three French families remained in Cahokia. Continued episodes of river 
flooding, combined with the flourishing economic growth of the western bank, and the English-American 
occupation of the eastern bank, contributed to the slow demise of the area. Additionally, as more Native 
American tradesmen preferred negotiating with the Spanish-Bourbon families of St. Louis versus the English
American occupants of Cahokia, the village declined and remained predominately a mission settlement with 
minor fur and hunting exchange. 12 

As the colonials continued to exert their influence on the western frontier, the seeds of revolt were sown in 
the eastern colonies. The dissent climaxed in 1776 with the formal proclamation of independence and war 
against the British dominance of the colonies. Between 1778 and 1779, as the British military attempted to 
subdue regions of the Old Northwest, George Rogers Clark, a young land surveyor and militia leader, 
became a prominent figure in securing and protecting the newly found Virginia settlements of Kentucky 
county. 13 Appointed lieutenant colonel of the county militia, Clark employed offensive tactics as a means to 
defend the Virginia settlements. To protect the village settlements, Clark advanced by attacking the British 
and Native American strongholds of the Old Northwest. 14 The attacks lead to the capture of key British 
outposts including the villages of Kaskaskia, Cahokia and Vincennes on the Wabash River. Defeated, the 
British were driven back to the line of the Great Lakes. In addition, the Commonwealth of Virginia had 
secured a foothold north of the Ohio River. 

Pursuant to the end of the war, Virginia's occupation of the Illinois Country in 1778 created an immediate 
need for organized civil government. Subsequently, the Virginia legislature began by formally recognizing 
all the lands northwest of the Ohio River as Illinois County of Virginia. Newly appointed lieutenant 
governor Colonel John Todd of Kentucky was instructed to cultivate and conciliate the affections of the 
French and Indian residents. Accordingly, a new county government was formed, and the Illinois County 
was divided into four districts. Each district governed from a local court seat and was charged with 
administering to the needs and affairs of the district. Cahokia, the first to be organized, was the seat of one 
of the four districts and had a court of seven judges. 15 

Unfortunately, after a sequence of civil unrest and unprecedented monetary inflation, the Virginia civil 
government of Colonel Todd was abandoned, and the Illinois County was signed over to the Continental 
Congress early in 1784. 16 Over the course of the next three years, the court at Cahokia tenaciously 
persevered, presiding over land disputes and ensuring civil order. 

In 1787, the Northwest Ordinance was ratified and a new form of territorial government was installed in the 
region. 17 Acting Governor General Josiah Harmar and Barthelemi Tardiveau, the appointed Illinois County 
landowner agents, were quick to secure legal land titles to the French settlers and to indemnify those affected 
during the Virginia occupation of George Rogers Clark. 18 A well known Revolutionary War veteran and 
close associate of George Washington, General Arthur St. Clair served as the first Governor of the 

12 Charles Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia, 19-21. 
13 Theodore C. Pease, The Story of Illinois, 51. 
14 Clarence W. Alvord, The Illinois Country, 325-327. 
15 Charles Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia, 43. 
16 Ibid., 44 . 
17 John F. McDermott, Old Cahokia, 94. 
18 Charles Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia, 49. 
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Northwest Territory. In 1790, St. Clair proclaimed the boundaries of his namesake county, selecting 
Cahokia as the seat of justice. Initially, St. Clair County encompassed the upper two thirds of present-day 
Illinois . However, in 1801, Governor William Henry Harrison enlarged StClair County to include 
Michigan, Wisconsin, most of Illinois and half of Minnesota. 19 Although physically a part of the American 
republic , Cahokia remained predominately French and Catholic in population, culture and tradition. 

While the village progressed in economic, commercial and political stature, the local architectural expression 
remained embedded in the early frontier traditions of French colonial construction. The general building 
methodology employed in the early community was 'poteaux sur solle' , wherein native species of cedar, oak 
or mulberry were mortised into a horizontal wood sill. A mixture of lime mortar, mud and rock called 
'pierrotage' , was used as the wall infill. The subsequent addition of wrap around porches flanked the 
building perimeter. The roof enclosure was typically constructed as a double pitched 'hip on hip' (pavilion) 
profile finished with hand split wood shingles. This single building methodology was used to construct the 
majority of village structures ranging from private dwellings and churches to the first judicial courthouse for 
the county. 

Despite a history of Anglo-American interference and eventual dominance, the French-speaking population 
appeared determined to continue 'laissez-faire' with their own traditions and culture. Over the course of the 
next decade, Cahokia would once again be challenged to embrace an American way of life. Ironically, many 
facets of this challenge would come from none other than one of their own: a Frenchman. 

Nicholas J arrot 

Little has been documented of the life of Nicholas Jarrot, the original owner and designer of the mansion, 
prior to his arrival in the village of Cahokia. Jarrot was born in 1764 to Francois and Claudine Jarrot who 
were native to the parish of Le Val-St. Eloy near Vesoul, Franche Conte in northeastern France .20 It is 
believed that Jarrot lived under the protective paternal patronage of Bureaux de Pusy, a wealthy land baron 
and military officer who had spent five years in an Austrian prison with General LaFayette. As a young 
man, Jarrot likely sought the counsel of de Pusy regarding the ways and means of obtaining suitable trade 
skills and employment. 21 

It is known that Jarrot left Vesoul for Paris, where he was hired as a clerk or bookkeeper for the Sulpician 
order of the Catholic Church. During the mid-18th century, with the rise of the French Revolution in Paris, 
the noblesse and upper class as well as religious institutions became prime targets of overt violence and 
public accusation. While the Sulpicians were not highly visible or well-endowed, they were an order of 
learned individuals, teachers, professors and publishers of maps and books. In the early 1790s as John 
Carroll journeyed to England to be consecrated as the first Catholic bishop of the United States, the Sulpician 
religious order was expelled from France.22 In the wake of the Revolution and fearing imminent death, a 
group of Sulpicians , along with Nicholas Jarrot, fled the continent from St. Malo in a small cod-fishing brig 
bound for the American harbor of Baltimore, Maryland.23 It is believed that John Carroll facilitated the entry 
of the Sulpicians from Europe to America. 

19 St. Clair County Bicentennial Commission, Tapestry of Time, 1991, 5 . 
20 Marriage record of Nicholas Jarrot and M. Louise Barbau. 
21 Le President, S.A.L.S .A. de Ia Haute Saone, France, interview with Molly McKenzie, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. 
22 Sherry H. Olson, Baltimore: The Building of an American City, 29. 
23 Restoration Inventory, 1982, 17-18. 
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Arriving in Baltimore in 1791, Jarrot continued to reside with and work for the Sulpician order at St. Mary's 
Seminary for the next two years before relocating to the western frontier. In 1793, Jarrot left Baltimore for 
the French colonial center of New Orleans, which had already been ceded to the American commonwealth. 
Jarrot continued up the Mississippi River to settle in Cahokia. 24 Jarrot, ready to begin a new life in a new 
land, spent the next twenty years establishing himself as a merchant, businessman and land speculator. 

Local records document that Nicholas Jarrot amassed a variety of entrepreneurial businesses as well as 
official appointments. As a shrewd businessman, Jarrot attained the bulk of his wealth through frontier land 
speculation. Beginning initially with a series of small village stores and grain mills, Jarrot expanded his 
wealth and influence by purchasing large tracts of open land. Jarrot soon became the sole owner of over 
25,000 acres within and surrounding the village. A portion of his land served as winter campgrounds for the 
1803-04 Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery. Preparatory to the launch of the western exploration, the land 
near what is now the community of Hartford and known as Camp duBois, was used as the winter campsite 
and training grounds for the men of the Corps. Jarrot also served as both host and interpreter to Meriwether 
Lewis during his negotiations with the local Spanish officials of St. Louis to establish passage through the 
land west of the Mississippi River. 25 In addition to an appointment as a judge of the Quarter Sessions and of 
the Common Pleas Court for St. Clair County, Jarrot was commissioned by Governor William Henry 
Harrison as a major of the territorial militia forces in 1801, a position he held through the War of 1812.26 

His wealth secured access to elevated levels of social and political opportunities. However, his support and 
endorsement of American trends no doubt were met with guarded suspicion by provincials in the village. In 
addition, his rejection of an agrarian lifestyle and his refusal to sign the customary village commonfields 
agreement (which allocated shared tracts of land for farming) set him apart as an individual breaking from the 
traditional French colonial customs. His decision to further reject the traditional expressions of the French 
colonial building style and embrace those things American would be epitomized in the construction of his 
masonry mansion in 1807.27 

Socially, his affiliation with the prosperous French families of the Mississippi River towns offered 
opportunities to marry well . He was married twice, both times to prominent women of New France 
(Canadian) descent. Marie Barbau of nearby Prairie du Rocher died with the birth of their first child. 
Jarrot's second wife , Julia Ste. Gemme de Beauvais was a resident of Ste. Genevieve in what would become 
the state of Missouri. Their union resulted in another six children added to the Jarrot family; however, 
Jarrot 's pleasure with his family in the new mansion was short-lived. While tending to a river mill, Nicholas 
J arrot caught a fever and died on December 8, 1820, a mere ten years after the completion of the mansion. 
The family continued to use the home for several decades . At the time of her death in 1875, at the age of 95, 
fifty-two great grandchildren survived Madame Jarrot. Although many Jarrot descendants remained in the 
area and retained an interest in the house and community, the future of the mansion, its owners and use 
would waver for the next one hundred years. 28 

The distinctive character of the Jarrot Mansion apparently was recognized by artists and journalists of the 
mid-19th century, who seem to have been intrigued by the curious notoriety of the building, its occupants, 
and the bygone era that it represented. Artist J.C. Wild visited Julia Jarrot in c. 1840 prior to preparing a 
lithograph depicting "Cahokia in Winter, " which included the front fa9ade of the Jarrot Mansion. Wild 's 

24 Francis Philbrick, Laws of the Indiana Territory, cclix. 
25 Stephen Ambrose, Undaunted Courage , 1996, 19. 
26 Francis Philbrick, Laws of the Indiana Territory, 1930, cclix-cclx. 
27 John McDermott , Old Cahokia , 1949, 178-181. 
28 Restoration Inventory, 1982, 7-8. 
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detailed drawing of Cahokia was published in 1841, along with other vignettes of the Mississippi Valley. 

Historian Francis Parkman, intrigued by frontier life in the 1840s, was equally fascinated with recording 
what he believed was a vanishing way of life. He traveled to Cahokia in 1846 while gathering data to 
publish several epic historical works. Parkman visited Julia Jarrot at her mansion in Cahokia and made 
reference in his diary to "a large hall" with "oak panels." Although the writer ventured no further than "the 
reception room," his observation was that "it [the house] smacked sufficiently of the Olden Time." 

Nicholas J arrot Mansion 

Located in the French colonial environment of the mid-Mississippi River Valley, the Nicholas Jarrot 
Mansion, constructed in 1807, was an attempt to transmit and interpret a specific building aesthetic and 
methodology from a distant urban region to an isolated frontier village. 

Founded on the frontier, Cahokia had relied on the construction techniques of New France for over one 
hundred years. The building traditions of early 19th century Cahokia dates back through several 
evolutionary stages, to the 17th century settlements of New France. The earliest records identify a technique 
called 'maison en colombage' which consisted of vertical timbers seated either into the earth or seated into a 
base sill. The territorial villages of Quebec, Montreal and Trois-Rivieres were built using the colombage 
system. 29 

By mid-century, the maison en colombage had evolved into two variations. 'Colombage pierrote' 
incorporated fewer hand hewn upright timbers with a greater percentage of stone infill. 'Colombage 
bousille', especially popular in the mid 17th century fishing colonies of Acadia (Nova Scotia), increased the 
number of undressed timbers, creating a series of closely spaced voids filled with a mixture of stone, mud 
and clay. 

As French exploration and missionary efforts continued west and south to the Mississippi River, new 
construction techniques developed. The 17th century colombage construction technique of Acadia was 
applied to structures of the Mississippi River Valley frontier. Known as 'poteaux en terre' and 'poteaux sur 
so lie,' these methodologies consisted of closely spaced vertical timbers inserted either directly into the soil or 
notched into a base sill plate; the remaining voids were then filled with a stone and mud mortar. Conceived 
as a means to establish temporary shelter quickly and without a skilled labor force, the processes became an 
integral and lasting contributor to the regional architectural foundation well into the mid-19th century. The 
single pile plan form consisted of an informal spatial grouping with limited articulation of interior character 
and room finishes. Two rooms generally comprised the main floor plan. The building elevation was typically 
one story with an attic space housed beneath a broad double pitch roof profile. French styled doors and 
windows were positioned to maximize access to seasonal winds. Constructed initially on soil, river limestone 
was eventually used for foundation stem walls. Cellars or basements were rare and not commonly 
constructed until much later. 

Rather than continue the French colonial building tradition, Jarrot introduced a style borrowed from the 
eastern United States. During the early 1790s, Jarrot had first hand exposure to the development of eastern 
seaboard architectural styles. The architecture of Baltimore as early as the 1780s gave evidence to the 
growing influence of a classical tradition as a provincial extension of neoclassicism in Europe. Commonly 
referred to as Georgian, the architectural style was linked to the prosperous merchant and banking 

29 Peter N. Moogk, Building a House in New France, 1977, 24-29. 
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communities of the mid-Atlantic and southern colonies during the English occupation. Characterized by a 
formal arrangement of parts, the architecture employed symmetrical composition enriched with a variety of 
classical details. Gabled roofs, modillion cornices, comer quoining, solid masonry wall construction, double 
hung windows, doors with transoms and entry side lights comprised an aesthetic that was linked with an 
established prominent and prosperous urban society. 30 

By the end of the Revolutionary War, however, the Georgian style had waned in acceptance and popularity. 
Many were eager to institute a less embellished building character reflective of the nation's new 
independence. Retaining the overall form, a transitional expression referred to as the Federal Style replaced 
the decorative features of Georgian. The Federal style was the earliest and least aggressive of styles within 
the transitional phase development of American Neoclassicism. 31 Using simplified window lintels, reduced 
architraves and a restricted use of decorative features, the Federal Style initiated the evolution of a national 
architectural expression. 

In the mid-Mississippi region, Jarrot began his designs for a new home by creating a 'plan on a board'. 
Retained as part the contract documents, the plan, literally drawn on a wood board, was created to illustrate 
and describe the design intent of the mansion. 32 Jarrot employed a wood joiner from Maryland named 
Russell E. Hicock, and the house was constructed to reflect the design characteristics of early Federal style. 33 

One of the primary elements that defined the Federal style expression of the Jarrot Mansion was the plan. A 
vast majority of the Federal styled buildings of the eastern United States used a version of a center hall, 
single or double pile plan form as a means to organize the floor plan and exterior massing. The Nicholas 
Jarrot Mansion was created predominately as a center hall, double pile plan form. At the entry, the wide 
center hall extended the full depth of the building and served as a foyer to the interior floor plan. The hall 
interior was further enhanced with a wood ornamental staircase and mantelpiece. The hall was flanked by 
doorways on each side, which gave access to the dining and sleeping rooms. 

The second level, approached via a wood paneled staircase, deviated from the true center hall double pile 
form in that a large ballroom encompassed what would have been the upper hall and front room. The 
remaining drawing, entertaining and sleeping rooms followed the standard plan configuration. Adopting the 
center hall double pile plan was a significant departure from the French colonial tradition. Similar to the 
Federal style buildings of the eastern United States, the plan of the Jarrot Mansion attempted to incorporate a 
clear and ordered hierarchy of spatial relationships into the overall design. In contrast to the more vernacular 
design solutions, the plan of the mansion depicted a definitive character that surpassed the regional building 
and construction norm. 

While several interior architectural and decorative features can be cited as contributing to the Federal style 
signature of the Jarrot Mansion, the center hall staircase is one of the most significant. By its design and 
location, it was apparent that the stairway was to be an awe-inspiring element of the mansion 

The significance of the Jarrot Mansion as an early interpretation of the Federal style is most apparent when 
viewed from the exterior. Based on a center hall-double pile plan form, the Jarrot Mansion was constructed 
as a solid masonry, multi-wythed rectangular building capped with a hipped roof and punctuated with three 

30 William H. Pierson, American Buildings and their Architects, vol. 1., 111. 
31 Ibid., 215. 
32 Nicholas Jarrot and Russell E. Hicock, Articles of Agreement, 11/24/1808, in Hicock vs. Jarrot (1814) , St. Clair County Civil 
Case File No. 2132. Cited in Restoration Inventory , 1982, 25-27. 
33 John Reynolds , Pioneer History, 361. 
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chimneys. Configured as a bearing wall structure, the brick walls were built on river limestone collected for 
the basement and foundation walls. Site-formed from excavated clay, the bricks were also fired on-site in a 
brick kiln. The kiln was eventually dismantled and the remaining bricks used as a banding accent for the 
common bond brick patterns of the south and east mansion walls. The result was a subtle play of the color 
and texture of glazed darker bricks against the overall pattern of reds, browns and grays. Viewed in light of 
the French colonial building traditions, the construction methodologies used in the Jarrot Mansion were 
striking and a complete departure from the Cahokian norm. However, within the precepts of the Federal 
style, the design and construction techniques would have been considered familiar. 

Additional architectural components of the Jarrot Mansion aligned to the Federal style include the window 
fenestrations and roof profile. The installation of double hung sash windows, arranged in an orderly and 
regular pattern, was one of the most evident interpretations of the Federal style. The window fenestrations 
were an outstanding example of the degree to which a repeated window pattern contributed to an architectural 
expression. 

The Jarrot Mansion had few budding style contemporaries during the early 19th century. The majority of 
known structures built as interpretations of the Federal style were either constructed much later and therefore 
contained a greater degree of stylistic refmement, or were never documented and are no longer extant. The 
transmission of early architectural styles was a significant component in the evolution and maturation of the 
American nation. It is of particular interest to note and compare those structures that were regional 
contemporaries of the Jarrot Mansion within the boundaries of the Northwest Territory. 

The Stone Academy- Zanesville, Ohio. Built in 1809 
This stone structure was to be home for the legislative seat of the newly created state of Ohio. When the 
capital seat was awarded to Columbus, the house was subsequently used as a meeting place for various 
political and civic groups. Completed within the same decade as the Jarrot Mansion, the Stone Academy 
incorporated similar design components. The two-story structure with gable roof and end gable chimneys, 
double hung window fenestrations and glass and muntin transoms and entry sidelights, defined the house as 
an early expression of the Federal style structure constructed in stone. 34 

The Mound House - Duncan Falls, Ohio. Completed c. 1830 
The house was initially constructed by James Taylor, an entrepreneur and plantation owner from Virginia. 
Designed as two-story solid masonry building, the house was constructed on a sixty-foot elevation rise, 
believed to have been a Native American mound site. Similar to the Jarrot Mansion, the plan form was a 
center hall-double pile design with double hung sash windows. The center hall was further defined by a 
freestanding spiral stair supported from the existing attic wood scaffolding. Four chimneys and a gabled 
slate roof completed the building enclosure. The Mound House is extant and is listed on the National 
Register as a state archaeological site. 35 

The Levi Coffin-Foreman House- Fountain City, Wayne County, Indiana. Dated 1827. 
Built by brick mason and carpenter-builder John Wright Johnson, the original structure was built as an I I 1 

house with a center hall- single pile plan form. The Coffin-Foreman and Jarrot homes share several Federal 
traits including: brick assembly, roof profile and window fenestrations, all features linked to the 
interpretations of the Federal style. However, the Coffin Foreman House contains subtle design variations 
that possibly indicate a later influence, such as the reduced proportions of the second story windows as well 

34 Putnam Historic District, Zanesville, Ohio, NRHP form, 06/1975. 
35 Pat Bachert, NRHP form, The Mound House, 06/1979. 
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as the notable cornice returns at the end gable elevations. The Coffm-Foreman House was designated as a 
National Historic Landmark in 1965 for its connections with the Underground Railroad. 36 

Abbott-Holloway Farm - Bethlehem, Clark County, Indiana. Completed c. 1835 
Dated twenty-five years later than the Jarrot Mansion, the two-story, solid masonry structure shared several 
predominate elements of the Federal style including: unpainted brick walls, gable roof profile, and similar 
window, transom and sidelight fenestrations. The Abbott-Holloway Farm is listed on the National Register.37 

The Samuel Judy House- Goshen Township, Madison County, Illinois. Dated c. 1808. 
No longer extant, the Judy House was constructed less than 30 miles from the Jarrot Mansion. The design, 
construction and completion date placed the house as a significant contemporary of the Jarrot Mansion as 
well as an early interpretation of the Federal style. Constructed as a two-story solid masonry brick structure, 
the two structures shared numerous similarities including construction methodology, plan form, fenestration 
pattern, window style and roof profile. Demolished in 1932, the Judy House can no longer represent the 
early American architectural style. 38 

The First Capitol Building of Illinois -Kaskaskia, Illinois . Completed c. 1818. Destroyed by flooding, 1882-
83 . 
Built to house the first capitol of the new state of Illinois (located in Kaskaskia, IL), the First Capitol 
Building also shared several dominant design features with the mansion. However, in addition to the similar 
use of windows fenestrations, masonry techniques and gable roof lines, the treatment of the paired chimneys 
wrapped by the continuous parapet wall, was a feature made popular much later in the mid-Mississippi River 
valley region. 39 

As a harbinger of an emerging American architecture within the territorial region, the J arrot Mansion is now 
significant as one of the few extant Federal style, solid masonry structures constructed during the early 
development of the Northwest Territory. At its completion, the Jarrot Mansion was a freestanding structure 
surrounded by several outbuildings of the greater estate. Having survived a lineage of 19th and early 20th 
century stewards, the Jarrot Mansion continues to demonstrate the primary architectural features of the early 
Federal style, solid masonry construction within the Northwest Territory. 

Although the mansion accommodated a variety of building programs and style preferences, the dominant 
components of the architectural integrity (massing, exterior material , fenestration and roofline) have 
prevailed. The Jarrot Mansion has served many uses and hosted a variety of stylistic trends over the past 190 
years , yet has maintained the design and construction integrity critical to national significance: that of a solid 
masonry structure, influenced by the emergence of the Federal style and constructed in the early settlement 
phase of the Northwest Territory . An important contributing factor to the significance of the Mansion is one 
of sustained original design and material integrity. The original brick and stone work of the masonry walls is 
intact. The masonry walls reflect not only the original craftsmanship, but also the subsequent evidence of 
historic events that have affected the structure. The fracture lines caused by the 1811-12 New Madrid 
earthquake as well as the silent traces of numerous river flooding episodes have become a part of the ongoing 
history of the mansion. With the exception of minor alterations, the original plan form has remained intact 
and unaltered as it was constructed 190 years ago. The windows, while predominately reproduced, still 
follow the original design intent and appearance of the original construction. The interior plaster wall 

36 Joseph Mendinghall, Park Service Historian, National Historic Landmark, 10/15/1966. 
37 Laura Thayer, NRHP form, Abbot-Holloway Farm, 1994. 
38 Leonard Dickmann, The History of Peters Station, Illinois, 1998, 1-2. 
39 Betty Madden, Arts, Crafts and Architecture in Early Illinois, 1974, 64. 
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treatments, hand crafted millwork and original floors embody perhaps the greatest degree of design integrity; 
all are original and extant within the mansion structure. Were Nicholas Jarrot to return today, he would fully 
recognize his early 19th century home. 

In stark contrast to the indigenous and often transient nature of frontier construction, the Jarrot Mansion gave 
evidence to the rise of a national architectural style, rooted in a surge of a national pride. The Federal style 
design interpretation, transplanted to a remote and implausible environment, aided in the cultural expansion 
and evolution of the frontier. Buildings such as the Jarrot Mansion became vehicles of an architectural 
expression significant to the development of a national identity. Currently undergoing an extensive 
restoration and preservation program, the Jarrot Mansion is being refurbished for its role as a partner with 
other significant sites in the stewardship of our national architectural heritage. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: less than 1 acre 

UTM References: Zone Easting 
15 745040 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Northing 
4272840 

The site of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion is described as follows: 
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Parts of Lots 41, 44 and part of vacated Locust Street of the "Village of Cahokia"; reference being had to the 
plat thereof recorded in the Recorder's Office of St. Clair County, Illinois in Book of Plats "A" on page 187 
and in Book of Plats "B" on page 24, more particularly described as follows, to-wit: Beginning at a concrete 
monument at the intersection of the North line of said Lot 41 with the West line " St. Joseph Gardens", 
extended in a Northerly direction; reference to book of Plats "51" on page 88; thence Southerly along said 
West line and its Northerly extension, a distance of 200 feet to an iron pin; thence Westerly and parallel with 
the North line of Lot 41, a distance of 160 feet to an iron pin; thence Northerly and parallel with said West 
line of "St. Joseph Gardens" , and its Northerly extension, a distance of 200 feet to an iron pin in the North 
line of Lot 41 extended West in its course; thence Easterly along said extended North line and along said 
North line a distance of 160 feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the original acreage which contains the building which has historically been known as 
the Jarrot Mansion since 1807 and which maintains its historic integrity. 
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Cahokia, Illinois 
Second floor view of stair assembly, 
Attic access (right), rear southwest room (left) 
Photo by Jane Rhetta, 2000 
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NHLS 
NRHE (NC-400) 
1849 'C' Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Attn: Patty Henry 
cc: Carolyn Pitts I NPS 

Re: The following is the master listing for the building and site nomination photographs. 
Submitted for the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, 124 East First Street, Cahokia, IL. 62206 

Photograph Number: 01 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: North elevation, looking southwest. 

Photograph Number: 02 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: North elevation, looking southeast. 

Photograph Number: 03 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: West elevation, looking northeast. 

Photograph Number: 04 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: South elevation, looking northwest. 
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Photograph Number: 05 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: East elevation , looking west. 

Photograph Number: 06 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Stone spring house; only extant Jarrot period outbuilding on site, looking 
southwest. 

Photograph Number: 07 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Jarrot Mansion (left) situated east of Holy Family Log Church, a National Historic 
Landmark (second from right), looking south. 

Photograph Number: 08 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Entry hall, showing rear doors, looking south. 

Photograph Number: 09 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, ll. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Stair to second story from entry hall, looking south. 
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Photograph Number: 10 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Main stairs in entry hall looking southwest towards secondary access stairs. 
Basement access door, situated under stair soffit, appears in lower left corner. 

Photograph Number: 11 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Second floor view of stair assembly, looking to #1 attic access (right) & #2 
looking to rear southwest room (left) . 

Photograph Number: 12 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: First floor center hall looking from west to east rooms of double pile plan form. 

Photograph Number: 13 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: First floor front rooms of double pile plan form, looking southwest. 

Photograph Number: 14 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Second story Ballroom; view includes Drawing Room at right, looking southwest. 
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Photograph Number: 15 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Jane Rhetta 
Date: April 2000 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Upper story entertaining rooms; looking east from Drawing Room to Ballroom. 

Photograph Number: 16 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: J. C. Wild lithograph 
Date: 1841. 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Looking southeast, Jarrot Mansion appears above grazing animals. 

Photograph Number: 17 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Unknown 
Date: Undated, but believed to be c. 1894. 
Location of Negatives: Cardinal Ritter Library, School Sisters of Notre Dame, St, Louis, MO. 
Description of View: North elevation, looking southeast. 

Photograph Number: 18 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: G.V. Davis for N.P.S. 
Date: May 1939. 
Location of Negatives: N.P.S., Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, St. Louis, MO. 
Description of View: North elevation, looking southwest. 

Photograph Number: 19 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Unknown. 
Date: Unknown, but believed to be c. 1934 (HABS). 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Rear elevation, looking north. 



PageS 

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL. 
The master list of building and site nomination photographs. 

Photograph Number: 20 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Joseph Golabowski 
Date: 1934. 
Location of Negatives: Library of Congress, Historic American Buildings Survey 
Description of View: Front elevation, looking southeast. 

Photograph Number: 21 
Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
County I State: St. Clair County, IL. 
Name of Photographer: Unknown 
Date: Undated, but believed to be June 1941 . 
Location of Negatives: Cahokia State Historic Sites Office 
Description of View: Entry hall showing rear doors, looking south. 
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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 

Other Name/Site Number: 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 124 East First Street 

City/Town: Cahokia 

State: Illinois County: St Clair 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property 
Private: 
Public-Local: 
Public-State: x_ 
Public-Federal:_ 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

_1_ 

Category of Property 
Building(s): 1L 
District: 
Site: 
Structure: 
Object:_ 

Noncontributing 
_1_ buildings 

sites 
structures 

_objects 
_1_ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:j_ 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: 

Not for publication:_ 

Vicinity:_ 

Code: 62206 
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify 
that this __ nomination __ request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties. in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 
--------------------------------------------------------------

_ Entered in the National Register 
_ Determined eligible for the National Register 
_ Determined not eligible for the National Register 
_ Removed from the National Register 
~ Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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6. FUNCTIQN OR USE 

Historic: Domestic 

Current: State Historic Site 

7. DES{;RIPTION 

Architectural Classification: Early Republic Period 

Materials: Solid masonry wall construction 

Foundation: River limestone 
Walls: Low fired brick 
Roof: Oak shingles 

Sub: Single Dwelling 

Sub; Work in Progress 

Other: Fenestrations: French style entry doors and double hung sash windows 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

The Ni~holas Jarrot Mansion description will quote, in large part, the "Restoration Inventory of the Nicholas 
Jarrot Mansion", published on June 14, 1968, to document and date the original architectural and construction 
components of the structure. The Inventory, prepared for the Illinois Department of Conservation, Historic 
Sites Division, was authored by four (4) historic conservation consultants: 

Jeffery Hess, Historic Consultants; Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Marccia J. Lutz, Historic Consultant; Alexandria, Virginia. 
MacDonald and Mack Partnership, 215 Grain Exchange Building; Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Charles E. Peterson - F AlA, Preservation Consultant; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The Building and Site- General Overview: 
Built between 1807 and 1810, the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion is an extant solid two-story masonry structure 
situated on the alluvial flood plain of the Mississippi River. The house and its surrounding acreage was located 
within the village of Cahokia, a small trading outpost and Catholic mission within the French Colonial regions 
of the Mississippi valley. The areas along the river were first settled by the French-speaking pioneers, farmers 
and fur trappers from New France (Canada) and later from the port city of New Orleans. The courtty deed 
records indicate Nicholas Jarrot purchased an area ofland within the village of Cahokia in 1799. In 1807, 
fifteen years after his arrival from Baltimore Maryland, Jarrot contracted mason Matthew Holland to construct a 
two-story solid masonry structure to for his family home, business and extended household. Jarrot created a 
building plan drawn on a board as a contractual guide for the building construction. The mansion oriented 
along its horizontal axis is positioned north; facing the Mississippi River and the city of Saint Louis. The estate 
once included a collection of various storage and cooking outbuildings as well as land in excess of25,000 
acres. Today, only the mansion and an original stone spring-house remain. The spring-house is located adjacent 
and southeast of the residence. Both structures are sited on a small 0.94-acre parcel directly adjacent to the 
Church of the Holy Family, a National Historic Landmark. 

The Exterior- Wall Composition: 
The exterior building envelope is comprised of two dominant masonry materials: limestone and brick. 
The foundation and raised basement consist of coursed rubble limestone blocks obtained from the stone bluffs 
of the Mississippi River. Set in a lime and sand based mortar with untooled joints, the basement stone wall 
elevation is approximately 12-15 inches above the current finished building grade. At the time of construction, 
the site elevation was substantially lower and would have exposed an additional 8-10 inches of the limestone 
foundation 

The remaining load bearing walls are constructed of hand pressed, (low) site .. fired, unglazed and unpainted red 
brick. The brick walls, constructed typically in a 4-wythe thickness, and are set in a combination of Flemish 
and common bond patterns. Perceived as the more public or prestigious building exposures, the Flemish bond 
was used on the north and west elevations. The common bond pattern was used on the remaining south and 
east elevations. In addition, the south and east walls are further defined by an alternating pattern of brick tones 
and finishes. As construction progressed on the mansion, the brick site kiln, used to fire the building masonry 
units, was eventually disassembled. The interior bricks of the kiln, having a darker tone and glazed finish, were 
incorporated into the wall construction, creating a banded or striped appearance at the south and east elevations. 
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Three window types were incorporated into the design of the building fenestration; the single light hopper, the 
double hung and the casement. 
The existing single light hopper windows, constructed with top surface mounted hinges and sill locks are 
original to the building construction and are installed at the cellar level. A total of five-( 5) windows and 
frames, approx.12" by 15" are constructed from plain sawn, pegged and painted, pine wood. Installed within the 
limestone wall assembly, the windows are fitted with exterior vertical wood binders, which extends from the 
window frame head to sill. The binders, square in plan, are rotated to appear as diamond shaped vertical bars 
and are spaced across the window openings. 
Double hung pine wood windows are installed predominately at the entry and second levels and constitute the 
bulk of the window type used in the building elevations. The windows are designed as 12/12 double hung pine 
wood sash units set in wood frames. The window sash units are constructed of twelve (12) 8" x 10" glass lights 
and painted wood muntins are constructed of short leaf yellow pine. Upper and lower window sash assemblies 
were installed with counterweights. The exterior wood window frames are set flush with the exterior facade, 
resulting in a slight sill profile at the brick walls. The interior surfaces of the windows are encased in a series 
of decorative wood frames, panels and trims. All exposed surfaces of the windows and frames were originally 
painted. In addition, all exterior window openings were originally fitted with painted walnut panel shutters and 
wrought iron shutter tie-backs or dog retainers. 

Casement styled windows were originally designed and installed at each gable-end of the attic level. Installed 
in pairs, each window opening is fitted with a 12-glass light and muntin assembly similar to the double hung 
windows. In-swinging jamb mounted hinges are secured to the pine wood frames for each window. All window 
and frame wood surfaces are painted. 

Door types used in the exterior construction of the Jarrot Mansion consist of paired French styled doors, and 
cellar bulkhead doors. The existing reconstructed walnut wood French doors installed at the center hall front 
and rear-building entries were re·designed to replace the original French door and hardware assembly. The new 
doors, installed since 1992, consists of an upper eight (8)-light glass and wood muntin grid and a base section of 
a single beveled wood panel set in a surrounding wood rail, sill and head sections. All door wood surfaces are 
painted on the exterior and stained on the interior. The French door iron hardware, consisting of box locks, pull 
handles with thumb latch bolts and hinges are custom iron reproductions with a painted finish. 

The cellar bulkhead doors, which give access to the exterior rear southwestern basement stair, are board and 
batten wood panels. The west bay door panels and frame are anchored to the low brick wall of the basement 
stair entry. All exposed surfaces of the door panels are painted with surface mounted hinges and locking 
hardware. A similar exterior bulkhead and basement stair access was constructed from the center bay of the 
rear basement wall but was subsequently demolished and filled by Oliver parks in 1942. A remaining interior 
basement stair access was the subject of several construction and relocation attempts before finding its current 
location beneath the stair soffit at the entry-level rear section of the center hall. 

The Exterior -Roof and Chimneys: 
The gable roof, with eaves parallel to the building's horizontal axis, is constructed of a hand hewn heavy timber 
assembly consisting of ridge beams, rafters, purlins and collar ties. In addition, the roof structure incorporates a 
type ofKingspost truss, positioned above the second level ballroom ceiling. The truss assembly consist of a 
vertical wood support member mortised, tenioned and pegged into the summer beam above the ballroom 
ceiling. Originally believed to function as an additional structural support for the large expanse of the ballroom 
ceiling, the precise contribution of the truss has been recently analyzed as a redundant member of the overall 
structural svstem. 
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The original roof structure of the Jarrot Mansion has been subjected to a series of various roof material 
modifications over the course of its history. As a result of a previous slate roof installation during the early 
1900s, various interior roof structural modifications were designed to compensate for the additional dead load; 
however, the modifications were localized to the rafter and beam spans and had no ramification to the exterior 
appearance. 

The current exterior roof enclosure, consisting of hand split oak shingles nailed to pine wood roof sheathing. 
are presumed to have been original to the mansion construction. The dentil banded wood cornice and molded 
bargeboards decorate the roof- eave and gable ends; respectively. Originally, the roof was constructed with 
one downspout positioned at the northeastern comer of the building to service the perimeter eave gutters. The 
run off was directed to a cistern located in the northeast yard of the site. The existing eave end roof gutters, 
four comer downspouts and gutter heads were installed during a 1940s renovation period. 

The exterior is further defmed by three (3) brick chimneys constructed along the ridgeline and within the brick 
bearing walls of the mansion. Each chimney originally accommodated the heating and/or cooking requirements 
of several fireplace units. At the roofline, the chimneys, which extend approximately four feet above the ridge 
beam, are capped with multiple coursing of corbeled brickwork. 

The Interior: 
In November of 1808, Nicholas Jarrot entered into a construction covenant with wood joiner, Russell E. Hicock 
to complete the general building carpentry and interior millwork. 
The mansion interior is generally configured as a center hall-double pile plan with small symmetrical rooms 
flanking the east and west sides. Four (4) wythe solid masonry brick walls separate the center hall from the side 
bays. The general living areas of the entry and second levels are finished with short leaf pine wood flooring, 
three (3) coat plaster walls and ceilings, wood six-panel doors and wood architraves casework and trim. The 
majority of the rooms were originally constructed with fireplace units, wood mantels and masonry hearths. 

The cellar plan consists of three- (3) single-room bays seperated by 22- 24-inch thick interior limestone and 
brick bearing walls. Each bay contains fireplace footings to accommodate the fireplace units at the entry level 
above. The center bay, containing a large (now bricked in) chimney opening, gives evidence to the room being 
used as a main cooking area for the household. In 1980, subsequent to design and construction of several 
interior cellar stairs, an interior winding stair was added to the rear of the center bay. Currently in the same 
position, the basement stair is couched beneath the stair soffit of the entry to second stairway. 
The interior finishes of the cellar consist of river limestone block walls, exposed wood joist and girder under
floor soffit areas and flagstone flooring. A portion of the flagstone flooring in the western bay was removed 
and left unfinished as earthen sand. 

The entry level is configured as a center-hall, double-pile plan. The center hall serves as the main entrance and 
foyer to the building and is accessed through the front and rear wood French doors. The open hall includes the 
main circulation stair as well as a large fireplace. The interior finishes include standard width unfinished pine 
flooring, undressed wood stud, lath and plaster walls and ceilings and a selection of pine and walnut woods 
used for the interior millwork, chair rails, baseboards, door and window panels and soffits and a variety of trim 
work. The plaster wall and ceiling surfaces as well as the decorative wood profiles were originally painted. 
The original wood stair, designed as a "T" shaped plan, incorporates wood picket balustrades, square newel 
post, routed wood handrails and wall mounted chair rails installed at the west stair/hall wall. All stair wood 
surfaces were also originally painted. The remainder of the entry level is comprised of two pairs of side 
flanking rooms: oresumed to have been used for business. entertaining. dining and/or sleeoing oumoses. 
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In keeping with the entry hall, these rooms were also constructed with wood stud and lath wall components and 
finished with a three-coat plaster application. 
Six-panel walnut wood doors, typical to the mansion design, provided for room separation and access between 
the pairs of rooms. 

The pair of east facing rooms included comer fireplace units with wood mantels and chair rails, and decorative 
bastard panel jamb enclosures and architraves around the interior door and window openings. One of two 
limestone fireplace hearths was subsequently replaced with cast stone during the 1970s. The west facing pair of 
rooms, similar in design and finish, were originally accessed directly from the front parlor room. However, the 
rear southwest bay was originally sub-divided into two small rooms for sleeping. Later, c. 1845, the existing 
doors to the small sleeping rooms were removed and installed as pocket door panels. The demising wall 
between the small sleeping rooms was demolished resulting in one room with an additional doorway accessible 
from the center hall area. 

The existing pair of pivot hinged doors were retrofitted as a sliding pocket door assembly and constructed 
between the front and rear rooms. A rear fireplace location was added c. 1845 subsequent to the original 
construction. 

The second level plan consists of a ballroom, an additional pair of small-unheated sleeping rooms and a 
drawing room annexed from the ballroom. The ballroom, which dominates the second level floor plan, spans 
thirty-three feet across the majority of the front (north facing) elevation of the mansion. The interior finishes of 
the ballroom include white pine tongue and groove wood flooring, painted plaster walls and ceiling and a 
fireplace unit, originally detailed with a faux marble painted cherry wood mantel and stone hearth. The 
remaining window and door wood details though similar in type and finish to those of the entry level, are less 
embellished. The drawing room directly adjacent to the ballroom is also finished in a similar fashion to the 
entry level side parlor rooms. The rear sleeping rooms are the smallest in the house and were not equipped with 
fireplace units. For reasons unknown the ceiling of the (rear) southeast room was finished with a beaded board 
and batten pine wood assembly. In addition, the southwest room having weathered a series of repetitive 
window-to-door modifications currently exists as a door with a small wood balcony extension. 
The attic, consisting of one large open area, is accessed from an enclosed partitioned stairwell at the second 
level adjacent to the ballroom entry door. Generally left in its original and unfinished condition and lit by the 
gable-end casement windows, the attic space gives direct exposure to the hand hewed pinned and 
mortised/tensioned craftsmanship of the roof assembly. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally: X Statewide:_ Locally:_ 

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: 

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions): 

NHL Criteria: C 

A_B_cx_D_ 

A_B_C_D_E_F_G_ 

NHL Theme(s): Expressing an architectural development within the western expansion of the Northwest 
Territory. 

Areas of Significance: C - Early solid masonry architecture~ designed and constructed within the development 
period of the Federal style at the dawn of the Northwest Territory 

Period( s) of Significance: C - Dates of construction 

Significant Dates: 1807 - 181 0~ dates of construction and 1810 - 1820; the period of significance prior to major 
modifications. 

Significant Person(s): None 

Cultural Affiliation: None 

Architect/Builder: Nicholas Jarrot; owner, Matthew Holland; brick and stone mason, and Russell Hicock; wood 
joiner I interior carpentry. 

Historic Contexts: 
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above. 
Built between 1807 and 1810, the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant because it gives evidence to 
the western expansion of Northwest Territories through the transmission and construction of an early American 
architecture: the Federal style. Located at the western boundary of the Northwest Territory within the French 
Colonial region of the Mississippi River valley, the design and construction of the mansion demonstrates the 
spirit of independence and self--determination that fueled the western migration and subsequently symbolized 
the essence of a new nation. Early solid masonry structures, like the Jarrot Mansion, helped to invoke a sense of 
commitment and permanence within an uncharted land. As one of the few remaining solid masonry structures 
built at the western boundary of the early 19th century United States Territory, the design and construction 
methodology of the mansion made manifest the spirit and conviction of an autonomous country and was an 
architectural harbinger to the western movement. 

The Nicholas Jarrot mansion is submitted for consideration as a National Historic Landmark. 
The applicable criteria selected is C; an extant example of a solid masonry architecture, construction within the 
early development of the Northwest Territory. 
The National Historic Landmark theme is presented as an expression of the architectural evolution within the 
early western expansion of the American territories. 
The area of significance is C; Architecture 
The period of significance is defined in two phases; the period of construction -1807 thru 1810 and the five
year span subsequent to construction in which the house functioned as the residence of the Jarrot extended 
household- 1810 thru 1815. 
While named for its creator and first owner, the history of the Jarrot Mansion does not contain a prominent 
individual as an outstanding contributor to the national significance of the structure. It should be noted 
however; that although the individual life ofNicholas Jarrot did not attain singular national significance, his 
directives regarding the building design were significant to the final construction of the mansion. Even today, 
the mansion signifies Jarrots' desire to reach beyond the local building traditions and customs of the French 
colonial regions of the Mississippi River valley toward an aesthetic that would ultimately define his 
commitment to the nation. 
The dominate mansion builders were Mathew Holland, a mason of anglo-American descent and Russell Hicock 
a wood joiner also of American descent. 
The Jarrot Mansion does not contain a significant degree of historic cultural affiliation and/or historic context. 

The Statement of Significance is presented in five (5) segments: 
1. The Evolution of a Territory- the Old Northwest; 
An examination of the regional and governmental components that helped shape the first territory of the nation 
and became a model by which uncharted lands matured to statehood. 
2. The environs of Cahokia at the western border of the Northwest Territory; 
The historic view of the conditions and evolution of the mid-18th century Cahokia region along the Mississippi 
River flood plain. 
3. Nicholas Jarrot; 
The individual history of Nicholas Jarrot, his immigration from France the ultimate arrival to the French 
colonial region of Cahokia and the circumstances which may have influenced his design decisions regarding the 
mansion. 
4. The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion -from a transmission of style to a regional anomaly; 
An architectural and historic summary of the structure. 
5. The Summary; 
A svnoosis of the factors that contribute to the national simtificance of the mansion as a National Landmark. 
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The Evolution of a Territory- the Old Northwest, (mid 18th century -late 19th century): 
Organized in 1787, twenty years prior to the construction of the Jarrot Mansion, the prototypical government of 
the Northwest Territory was formed as an attempt to assist in the paternal evolution of the western frontier. 
With few charted documents, sparse populations and virtually non-existent infrastructures, the territory was 
designed to cultivate the land and its citizens into a partnership of united states. This section will examine the 
history of the territory, it's significance to the development of the frontier and the period at which the areas 
began to facilitate the growth and evolution of the interior. 

The need to manage the western frontier formally began with the principal conclusion of the Revolutionary War 
in 1783, the struggle to secure and ratify the Articles of Confederation, first submitted in 1777 and ratified in 
1781 and the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783. 1 An assembly of some 400,000 square miles of 
predominately wooded lands which had been dominated by various indigenous Native American tribes and 
more recently occupied by British, Dutch, French and Spanish colonists, were now the possession of a fledging 
American congressional democracy. Although the rivers and inland waterways served to link the frontier 
outpost of French Canadian and Spanish pioneers, the majority ofland was uncharted and isolated from the 
Atlantic commonwealth. 
The demands of waging the war of independence had facilitated and strengthened the provincial state 
governments but had weakened the growth of a national coherence or solidarity. It became imperative to 
design and ratify a constitutional document promoting a league of friendship between states. 
The need to establish a unified government for an independent nation directly collided with the urgent logistics 
of how to manage the frontier lands beyond the established boundaries of the continental states. 
The national Congress as represented by the continental states began a series of arduous debates regarding the 
allocation, management and entitlement of frontier lands claimed by various state proclamations. 

In November of 1777, the first draft of the Articles of Confederation between the states was submitted to the 
continental state governments for review.2 In addition to proposing the legal definitions and boundaries of 
congressional authority, the initial Articles of Confederation offered a means to set the preliminary standards of 
operation for a new government. Included in the effort to ratify the Articles of Confederation, the newly 
formed Congress needed to address the question of land ownership and management of territorial cessions and 
the governing of the western frontier. 
Unexpectedly and without precedent, the frontier emerged as a topic that figured prominently in the struggle to 
establish a national government. Since the late 1760s, several commonwealth states had secured direct claim to 
the lands west of the eastern colonial boundaries. Among them, the states of Virginia, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, North Carolina and Georgia comprised the ownership of substantial land areas from the Ohio to 
the Mississippi River valleys. 3 

In an attempt to resolve the management of the western frontier, the commonwealth of Virginia offered to cede 
her land holdings toward the creation of an American territory. In 1784, the Virginia offer was accepted as 
other states followed. By the late 1780s, the American Congress, a body as yet unauthorized by the Articles to 
hold or govern a territory, became the sovereign of some 430,000 square miles of open land. 
The Congressional body was now faced with the same question as the recently defeated British Parliament; one 
of how to govern a colonial territory. 4 

1 Encyclopedia Britanica,1957 ed.,vol.22, s.v."United States of America", 
~.788-789. 

Ibid. p.787. 
3 Ibid. p.788. 
4 ThieL n. 7R<1. 
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Congress ultimately agreed to the development of a progressive self governing process by which new states 
would have similar power and governing authority as the original states. Named the Northwest Territory, the 
land areas north and west of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi were constituted as one district for the 
purpose of a territorial government in 1787. 

The articles of the Ordinance extended to the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty and provided 
a basis of government for future states to be formed from the territory. 
With the passage of the 1781 Northwest Ordinance, the establishment of the territorial government became the 
initial building block in the construction of the future expansion of the American continent.5 In conjunction 
with the appropriation of legislation procedures and land holding policies, the key component that would 
substantiate the territory would be the migration of prospective pioneers, entrepreneurs and land speculators 
from the east. Not only would the new residents contribute to and solidify the governmental, economic and 
financial foundation, their skills in construction, business and agricultural industries would add to and sustain a 
new sense of nationhood, social harmony and culture to the territory; one which had been predominantly 
isolated from outside influence. 
By the mid 1800s, as the coastal cities of the eastern commonwealth continued to grow in economic and 
political influence, the newly formed region of the Northwest Territory was in the rudimentary stages of a 
collective development. Historian Frederick Jackson Turner, author of the rise of the west, wrote that the 
territory was the temporary boundary of an expanding society at the edge of substantially free lands. 
Native American treaties were still being negotiated as the early pioneers were advam~ing west to stake claim in 
a new life. From the late 18th century through the mid 20th century, the progressive waves of western 
migration would continue to expand and redefine the national footprint. 

The Environs ofCahokia; the western edge of the Northwest Territory, 1673 to 1800. 

In 1698, the village of Williamsburg, Virginia was established as the colonial capital of the commonwealth.6 

Twenty-five years earlier in 1673, two Canadian Frenchmen; explorer Louis Jolliet and Jesuit Father Jacques 
Marquette had successfully navigated the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers as far south as the mouth of the 
Arkansas and established a small Jesuit mission among the Native Americans ofKaskasia.7 By 1682, explorer 
Rene' Robert Cavalier Sieur de La Salle was successful in reaching the mouth of the Illinois river and 
subsequently paved the way for the establishment of a variety of French missions and bartering post settlements 
along the Illinois and Mississippi rivers. 
In 1698, a small group of Catholic priests from the Canadian Seminary of Quebec, having been granted the 
rights to establish a religious mission from Bishop St. Vallier, would reach their chosen destination along the 
banks of the Mississippi river. Located near the tribal lands of the Tamarois Native Americans, the area would 
become the future French Colonial village of Cahokia. The selection became a strategic gem. Accessible to 
principle water transportation routes and rich fur trapping territories, the site became a critical base from which 
to launch a missionary quest as well as a regional control over the Native Americans of the Mississippi, 
Missouri and Ohio river valleys. 8 This section will expand on the early history of the French Colonial village of 
Cahokia within the frontier of the Mississippi River valley. 

5 Barre A. Hinsdale, The Old Northwest by 1899. 
6 Charles E. Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia, (Cahokia, Il.:Jarrot Mansion 
Project,Inc. 1999),p. 1. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Thi<i •• n.?.. 
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Dating from the earliest known records of the North American continent, the Native Americans were the 
original inhabitants of the continental frontier. By exercising a degree of control over their particular 
traditional territories, each nation became identified and/or linked with their respective land area. During the 
early exploration years of the frontier, the yet-to-be-conceived Northwest Territory was known as the homeland 
of a confederation of several cooperative Native American Nations. This confederation called itself the 11/iwek 
but was named the 1/lynois by the early French trappers and missionaries. The 11/ynois nation~ was 
predominately based near the great lake region of the central interior frontier~ yet their vast ethnic influence and 
control extended to areas as far south as the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. The 1/lynois nation, 
comprised of eight (8) regional tribes, included; the Cahokia, Kaskaskia, Kikapous, Miamias, Mitchigamias, 
Mouingousenas, Tamarois and the Weas!Piankaskaws.9 The land area bordering the Mississippi, Missouri and 
Ohio rivers as well as the great lake regions were dominated by the 1/lynois nation and would be known as Pays 
des /1/ynois or the Illynois Country. 
In time while the Native Americans would continue to control the interior frontier, an unfamiliar and covert 
form ofland ownership, initiated by an evolving European colonization of the continent would eventually 
nullify the Native American control and presence. The land would become a bargaining chip between the 
warring European and American colonial powers for control of the remaining western continental lands. 

The French were an early influence in the territorial colonization of the frontier. From the northern settlements 
of New France to the southern basins of New Orleans, French colonist secured many of the interior continental 
river thoroughfares as a means of controlling the surrounding regions. Additionally, the French established 
Roman Catholic missions as a means to interject a religious and cultural dominance within the land. The 
establishment of the Catholic mission to the Tamarois Native Americans at the southern boundaries of the 
Illynois country was one such example. 

In 1698, with the official sanction of a letter patent in hand, a Catholic expedition in search of a suitable 
mission site within the French colonial territory embarked on a journey that would end several months later at 
the river bend of the Mississippi. Guided by an experienced LaSalle expedition lieutenant named Henri 
deTonti, the party consisted of several clergy, threefre'res donnes, two blacksmiths and twelve (12) engages. 
Landing in mid-December of 1698, the group welcomed by unsuspecting Tamarois, immediately set about the 
task of constructing lodging and a small chapel. 10 Arriving at the onset of winter, several substantial structures 
needed to be completed within a restricted timeframe. 

With limited available construction materials, the first buildings constructed; the house for Father St. Cosme 
and the chapelle des Tamarois, were most likely built using the traditional French poteaux en terre technique. 
The procedure involved a system of setting rough cut tree logs directly into the earth and applying a mortar 
infill of stone and mud as a wall enclosure between the vertical supports. The construction process facilitated 
an expedient land occupation without the need for sophisticated tools, skills or refined materials. In May of 
1699, with lodging and chapel completed, the mission was celebrated as the first white man's settlement on the 
Mississippi River and by early 1700s, Cahokia had grown into the most advanced outpost of the civilized 
west. 11 Additionally, by the mid-1730s, the outpost, having expanded into a small village was an important 
river settlement north of New Orleans. Comprised of a small number of mission personnel, settlers and 
trappers, the principal means of commerce were fur trading and farming. 12 A water mill was constructed in 

9 Camille de Rocheminteix "Les Jesuit et la Nouvelle France au XVLLe Siecle 
II" p. 529 
1° Charles Peterson. Notes on Old Cahokia. p.2-3. 
11 Ibid.,p.4-6. 
12 ,Tohn F'. Mc;DP.rmont . • 07d r:n hnkiA. n .1R . 
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1732 and by 1735 a map entitled "Plan de Ia Seigneurie et Etablissment de Ia Mission de Tamarois" 
documented the village positioned on a narrow channel of the Mississippi and between two small streams. 
Surrounded by what appeared to be a stockade, the mission proper included the house for the missionaries, a 
bakehouse, three (3) slave quarters, a courtyard and a garden area. An additional nine- (9) inhabitants lived 
outside the stockade and north of the parish. Preceded by two military fort constructions, the fort du Roy 
( c.l740) was constructed conceivably constructed in the palisade tradition. The hastily built and short-term 
duration of palisade construction lead to the dubious reputation for rotting during peacetime and useless by the 
time war was declared. Still the fort structures were maintained by the contributions of the village inhabitants 
and visiting voyageurs. 13 The village agricultural barns were located at the rear of the village adjacent to the 
large triangular and fenced common field(s). Soon regarded as the garden ofNew France, the agricultural 
fertile regions surrounding the river valleys yielded several thousand bundles of wheat and other grains for the 
city of New Orleans. 
As part of their responsibility to the French monarch, the Catholic Church as a vested and ruling body, was 
given the task of sub-dividing and managing the land and its use. However, while the church continued to make 
every effort to create a stable communit.( for growth, it was soon realized that the local French habitants took 
the land today only to leave tomorrow. 1 

The 1750s signified the last great frontier struggle between the English and the French for control of the 
Mississippi valley domain. Fort de Chartres and Fort Duquesne respectively along the Mississippi and Ohio 
Rivers demonstrated the ongoing demand for a military outpost presence. In 1763, the bulk of the original 
Louisiana Territory, including the area of Cahokia, was ceded from France to Britain. 

By late 1763 and early 1764, with the founding of St. Louis as a fur trading outpost, (Pierre Liquest Laclede), 
the future of Cahokia soon changed. Known as the center of commerce of Spain, St. Louis, located on the 
western bank of the river, became the reigning metropolis ofthe upper river valley. Realizing that a settled 
population was a major component to secure the community and its future, Laclede subsequently manipulated 
the French villagers of Cahokia by inciting a fear of the oncoming British rule of the eastern territory. The mass 
exodus from Cahokia to StLouis resulted in the vast majority of French loyalist relocating to the western bank 
In spite of the move however, some French inhabitants remained under the new British rule in Cahokia and the 
village continued to grow. By 1766, despite its frequency of river flooding and poor planning, forty-three ( 43) 
French families had remained and/or relocated to Cahokia. 

The village as a mission and farming settlement for the inhabitants, became more dependent on hunting and fur 
trade rather than agriculture. 

In the late 1700s, as a result of eastern newspapers such as the Virginia Gazette advertising great fur trading and 
bold opportunities in the west, there was an intense rush to pioneer the frontier. However, the wave was short 
lived and the results disappointing to the settlements along the eastern banks of the Mississippi. Because the 
Native Americans continued to hold a general and overt hostility against the English-American presence, the 
bulk of fur trade negotiations were conducted on the Spanish and/or Bourbon occupied western banks of the 
river.

15 
Again in the 1740s, approximately forty-seven years prior to the Northwest Ordinance, yet another 

wave of westward expansion impacted the Mississippi River Valley. 

13 Charles Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia. p.9-12. 
l4 Ibid.,p.l4-16. 
15 C:hArlP.s PP.t.P.rson. Nnt:As nn ()Jri f:AhnkiR. n.1 c:l-/. /.. 
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The arrival of adventuresome frontiersmen from eastern colonies, the formation of the old Ohio Land Company 
in 174 7 and a new rush of land speculators from Virginia in 1765 gave new evidence to a continuing tide of 

. . 16 western migratiOn. 

As colonial pioneers continued to exert their presence in the western frontier, the seeds of revolt were being 
sown in the eastern commonwealth. The dissent climaxed in 1776 with the formal proclamation of 
independence and war against the British dominance of the colonies. With a young and inexperienced military 
and substantial assistance from the European nations of France, Spain and Holland, the American forces proved 
a resistant opponent. Additionally, to their disadvantage, the British were forced to divide their battle tactics 
along three fronts~ the reclamation of the eastern colonies, the embargo of the eastern seaboard and the seizure 
of the interior frontier. Between 1778 and 1779, as the British military attempted to conquer regions of the Old 
Northwest, George Rogers Clark, a young land surveyor and militia leader, became a prominent figure in 
securing and protecting the newly found Virginian settlements of Kentucky county. 17 Appointed lieutenant 
colonel of the county militia, Clark used an offense tactic as a defensive strategy. As a means of protecting the 
village settlements, Clark advanced by attacking the British and Native American strongholds of the Old 
Northwest. 18 The attacks lead to his capture of key outposts of the British including the villages of Kaskaskia, 
Cahokia and Vincennes. Clark's expedition was successful. The British had been driven back to the line of the 
Great Lakes, their prestige impaired by their failure to protect their critical posts. In addition, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia had secured a foothold north of the Ohio River and won the first definite success 
against the British in the Old Northwest. 

Pursuant to the end of the war, Virginia's occupation of the Illynois Country in 1778 created an immediate need 
for an organized civil government. Subsequently, the Virginia Williamsburg legislature began by formally 
recognizing all the lands northwest of the Ohio River as Illinois County. Newly appointed lieutenant governor 
Colonel John Todd of Kentucky was assigned with instructions to cultivate and conciliate the affections of the 
French and Indian residents. On May 12, 1779, the new county government was proclaimed and the Illinois 
County was subsequently divided into four- (4) district. Each district governed from a local judicial court seat 
and was charged with administering to the needs of the affairs of the district. Cahokia, the first to be organized, 
was the seat of one of the four districts and had a court of seven judges. 

Growing social, governmental and economic strife however continued to plague the village and region of 
Cahokia. The French felt deceived and manipulated by the Virginians and Virginia viewed the French as 
ungrateful and petulant. After a sequence of civil unrest, monitory inflation and a breakdown in the French 
Canadian trade agreements, the Virginian civil government of Colonel Todd was abandoned. 19 Ultimately, it 
was probably with relief that Virginia signed over to the continental congress all claims to her Illynois County 
early in 1784.20 Over the course of the next three years, the village and county of Cahokia would persevere, 
presiding over civil order and land disputes. 

With the establishment of the Northwest Ordinance in 1787, a new form of territorial government was installed 
in the region.21 Acting Governor Brigadier General Josiah Harmar and Barthel.emi Tardiveau, the appointed 
Illinois county landowner agents, were quick to meet with and secure legal land titles to the French settlers and 

16 Charles Peterson. Notes on Old Cahokia. p.l9-22. 
17 Theodore C. Pease. The Story of Illinois . p.Sl. 
18 Clarence w. Alvord. The Illinois Country. p.325-327. 
19 Charles Peterson. Notes on Old Cahokia. p,42-43. 
20 Ibid.p. 44. 
21 ,Tohn F'. Mr.DArmont.. 07r.l KnhnkiA. n. q4_ 
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Nicholas Jarrot: 
The beginning of the 19th century placed the village of Cahokia at another threshold of change. The 
ratification of the Northwest Ordinance became an open declaration of western expansion. No longer the 
region for the adventurous, the frontier lands signaled a new beginning for a wide variety of American migrates 
as well as European immigrants. This section will reflect on the life of Nicholas Jarrot, his arrival to the United 
States and his life as a citizen of the Northwest Territory. 

As the original owner and designer of the mansion, very little has been documented about the life of Jarrot prior 
to his arrival to the village of Cahokia. Nicholas Jarrot was born in 1764 to Francios and Claudine Jarrot near 
the village ofVesoul, Franche Conte in northeastern France. As a resident of the village, Jarrot lived under the 
protective paternal patronage of Bureaux de Pusy, a wealthy land baron and military general who, in the past 
had spent time in an Austrian prison with French general LaFayette. As a young man, it is believed Jarrot 
probably sought the council of de Pusy regarding how and where to fmd suitable trade skills and employment. 

It is known that Jarrot left Vesoul for Paris, where he was hired as an accountant and bookkeeper for the 
Sulpician order of the Catholic Church. During the mid-18th century, with the rise of the French Revolution in 
Paris, the nobelise, upper class as well as the religious institutions became prime targets of overt violence and 
public accusation. Members of the upper class and the Catholic Church were being summarily denounced and 
executed throughout the region. While the Sulpicians were not highly visible or well endowed, they were an 
order of learned individuals, teachers, professors and book publishers. In the early 1790s as John Carroll 
journeyed to England to be consecrated as the first Catholic bishop of the United States, the Sulpician religious 
order was expelled from France. 26 In the wake of the French Revolution and fearing immanent death, the 
Sulpicians, along with Nicholas Jarrot fled the continent in a small cod fishing brig and set sail for the 
American harbor of Baltimore Maryland. 
Arriving in Baltimore in 1791, Jarrot continued to reside with and work for the Sulpician order and Saint Mary's 
Seminary for two years before relocating to the western frontier. In 1763, Jarrot left Baltimore for the French 
colonial center of New Orleans, which had been ceded, to the commonwealth in the Treaty of Paris in 1783. 
After stopping in New Orleans, Jarrot continued up the Mississippi River to settle in French colonial Cahokia. 
Founded in 1699 as a Catholic mission and fur-trapping outpost, Cahokia had grown into an established village 
on the western fringe of the territorial frontier. Jarrot, ready to begin a new life in a new land spent the next 
twenty years establishing himself as a merchant and businessman while accruing the wealth necessary to secure 
his land holdings and estate properties. 

The Cahokia records document Nicholas Jarrot as having amassed a variety of entrepreneurial businesses as 
well as individual local appointments. As a shrewd entrepreneur, Jarrot attained the bulk of his wealth through 
frontier land speculation. Initially beginning with a series of small village stores and grain mills, Jarrot 
expanded his wealth and influence by purchasing large tracts of open land and real estate. Located within and 
surrounding the village, Jarrot soon became the sole owner of over 25,000 acres of land. As the Lewis and 
Clark expedition of 1803~04 was preparing to launch its western exploration and survey, a portion of the Jarrot 
estate near what is now the community of Wood River, was used as the winter campsite and training grounds 
for the campaign. His wealth opened new levels of social and political height. Jarrot served as both host and 
interpreter to Meriwether Lewis during his negotiations with the local Spanish officials of Saint Louis in 
establishing passage on and through the land west of the Mississippi River. In addition to serving as a lawyer 
and county judge for St. Clair county, Jarrot also served as captain of the territorial militia forces during the 

26 Sherry H.Olson, Baltimore: The Building of an American City. (Baltimore. 
'T'hP. ,Toh n~ Honkin~ HnivAr~it. v PrP.~~-1g<n_)n_ ?g. 
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War of 1812. Jarrot's personal and extensive accumulation ofland, his rejection of an agrarian life style and his 
refusal to sign the customary village common fields agreement set him as an individual within yet apart from 
the traditional French colonial lifestyles and customs. His decision to reject the traditional expressions of the 
French colonial building and culture and embrace the American future would be realized in the construction of 
his mansion in 1807. Socially, his associations with the prosperous French families of Cahokia offered 
opportunities to meet and subsequently marry. He married twice, both times to prominent women of New 
France (Canadian) descent. Marie Barbau of nearby Prarie du Rocher died with the birth of their first child. 
Jarrot's. second sife, Julie Ste. Gemme de Beauvais was a resident of Ste. Genevieve in what would become the 
state of Missouri. Their union resulted in another six (6) children added to the Jarrot family. Jarrot's pleasure 
with his family in the new mansion was short lived. While tending to one of the mills Nicholas caught a fever 
and died on December 08, 1820; only ten years after the final completion of the mansion. Survived by his wife 
and children, the family continued to use the home for several decades. At the time of her death in 1875, at the 
age of95, fifty-two great grandchildren survived Madame Jarrot. Although many of the Jarrot descendants 
remained in the area and retained an interest in the house and community, the future of the mansion, its owners 
and use would fluctuate for the next one hundred years. 

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, from a transmission of style to a regional anomaly: 

Sheltered within the Mississippi valley region of the Northwest Territory, the French colonial culture and 
traditions of the early 19th century borrowed from the French Canadian and Caribbean building styles and 
methodologies to respond to the frontier environment. Generally referred to as palisade construction the early 
French colonist of Cahokia used a series of vertical wood post either directly inserted into the earth or onto a 
wood sill as the structural foundation of the regional architecture. Twenty years after his arrival to Cahokia and 
in stark contrast to the local architectural genre, Nicholas Jarrot chose to manifest the design and aesthetics of a 
building expression still scarce, isolated and somewhat alien to the distant regions of the Northwest Territory. 
This section will briefly canvass the history of the French colonial building styles of the StLawrence and 
Mississippi river valleys then continue with a discussion of the significance of the Jarrot Mansion to the 
national historic fabric. 

The origin of the French influence on the development and early colonization of the Mississippi River valley 
can be traced to the arrival of French settlers to the Atlantic coast of what is now eastern Canada. Arriving in 
the early 17th centwy, the settlers came not only with the necessary physical provisions for building a new 
colony but also the political, social and religious components of their homeland. The new colonies constituted 
as small segments of French culture transported to the North American wilderness. A key component to the 
establishment of the settlements was the primary knowledge of construction. Although skilled in the methods 
of their European building traditions, the new environment demanded revisions to their existing building 
customs and techniques. 

Additionally, the placement and planning of a new village would require careful consideration to street axis, the 
placement of the town square, civic structures and the allocation of lands for private dwellings. 

The evolution of construction in New France began with the recreation of two building types. Strongly 
influenced by the models of France the construction of institutional buildings remained uniform and 
impersonal~ adhering to the predominate use of stone and masonry as a building material. On the other hand, 
the construction of private dwellings reflected the variable nuance of the frontier environment. Alternative 
solutions for this building type were greatly influenced by the materials and resources of the North American 
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continent. 27 While the depletion of the wooded regions of France had led to stone replacing wood as a 
dominate building material, the forests of New France were abundant with mature stands of a variety of wood 
species.28 Wood quickly became the principal material for New France dwelling construction. 

The earliest and most widespread type of domestic structure built in New France was the maison en colombage 
whose ancestor was the medieval half-timbered house of northwestern Europe. 29 Beginning with a wood frame, 
a series of upright timbers or hand-hewn posts were seated in a base sill or directly into the earth. 30 In the early 
17th century ( 1630), the majority of private dwelling in the territorial villages of Quebec, Montreal and Trois 
Rivieres were built using half-timbered colombage as a construction solution.31 However several early 
colombage variations soon evolved. Colombage pierrote incorporated fewer hand sawn wood uprights with a 
greater percentage of stone infill. As colonies spread along the St. Lawrence River valley, suitable building 
stone became scarce and/or more difficult to obtain. Timbers from the abundant forest were used in greater 
numbers to create the structural enclosures. Colombage bousille', especially popular in the mid 17th century 
fishing colonies of Acadia (Nova Scotia), increased the number of undressed timbers, creating a series of 
closely spaced voids filled with a mixture of stone, mud and clay. At the end of the 17th century, a variety of 
refined timber and mas~nry construction techniques were used as standard solutions to the growing 
colonization in New France. As new construction developments would emerge in New France, the former 
derivatives of colombage bousille' would dominate the French colonization of the Mississippi River valley. 

From the late 17th century to the-mid 18th century, the colonists of New France advanced across the southern 
lake and river regions of the northwest frontier. Following the paths of the Native Americans, French explorers 
such as Rene' Robert Cavelier Sieur de La Salle, Samuel de Champlain, Louis Jolliet and Father Jacque 
Marquette were introduced to the sweeping span of the lower Great Lakes and the greater Mississippi River 
valley. This continental expansion required the transmission of construction methodologies to accommodate 
the settlers in securing the land. By the late 17th century, the building fabric of the New France colonies had 
evolved to more refined levels. Private dwellings of New France were constructed using a methodology called 
pieces de bois sur pieces de bois; a process of inserting sawn or hewn timbers horizontally between broad 
spaced vertical post, creating a form of timber infill within a (vertical) modular framework. As construction 
techniques advanced in New France, the extension of the French influence to the mid Mississippi valley frontier 
required the re-application of rudimentary construction techniques in order to harness the unexplored 
environment. Building methods used in 17th century Acadia resurfaced as a form of colombage. Known as 
poteaux sur salle and poteaux en terre, these methodologies consisted of closely spaced vertical timbers 
inserted either directly into the soil or notched into a base sill plate; the remaining voids were then filled with a 
stone and mud mortar. Conceived as a means to establish temporary shelter quickly and without a skilled labor 
force, the processes became an integral and lasting contributor to the regional architectural foundation well into 
the mid 19th century. 

Cahokia in the late 18th and early 19th century had grown in population and prominence. First as the judicial 
district and later the county seat for the St. Clair county of the Northwest Territory, the area was a locus for 
speculative entrepreneurs seeking new markets as well as pioneers heading to points west of the Mississippi. In 
1793, Nicholas Jarrot, a French refuge having arrived from Baltimore Maryland via New Orleans, became a 

27 Peter Moogk, Building a House in New France. (Toronto. McClelland and 
Stewart Limited. 1977) p.8-11. 
28 Ibid., p. 23 . 
29 Peter Moogk, Building a House in New France. (Toronto. McClelland and 
Stewart Limited. 1977) p. 23-24. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Th i rl .• D. ? 
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citizen of Cahokia and would spend the next twenty years securing a position of status, wealth and power. 
By 1807, Jarrot had attained over 25,000 acres ofland as well as a prestigious site on which to build his 
homestead. Constructed as a two~story, three-wythe solid masonry building, Nicholas Jarrot created a structure 
completely detached from the regional French colonial genre and firmly rooted in the promising future of an 
emerging American nation. As a religious refuge in Baltimore, Jarrot lived among the developing tides of 
political change as they affected the architecture expression of the city and country. The development of the 
Federal style as a rebellion to the Georgian expression would come to represent the building aesthetic of a 
fledging democracy. As a tenant in the newly established territorial government, the Jarrot Mansion was an 
early manifestation of an American democracy at the far rim of the Northwest Territory. 

The factors that contribute to the national significance of the Jarrot Mansion are presented as follows. 
1. The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant as a manifestation of the transmission of an American 
architectural aesthetic. The mansion gives evidence to the evolution of a 19th century America within the 
frontier environment of the Northwest Territory 
2. As a harbinger of an American architecture within the territorial region, the Jarrot Mansion is nationally 
significant as one of the few extant solid masonry structures constructed during the early development of the 
Northwest Territory. 
3. Related to its extant status, the Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant because the body of its original 19th 
century design integrity has remained in tact for 190 years; its current appearance and condition show little 
change to the 1810 completion. 

Nationally significant as a manifestation of the transmission of an American architectural aesthetic. 
Although the ftrst one hundred years of its existence ( 1699-1799) established Cahokia as an enterprising 
settlement, the village as a whole remained willfully recalcitrant to ideas and styles of an anglicized American 
culture. In particular, as the business and social elite of 19th century Cahokia would continue within the 
evolutionary course of the French colonial styles (poteaux en terre, poteaux sur salle and pieces de bois sur 
pieces de bois, etc), new arrivals like Jarrot would reinvent their individual expression of style, value and 
worth. 

As a French Parisian refuge and a resident of Baltimore, Maryland, Jarrot was exposed to and absorbed the 
architectural influences of the 18th century European and early colonial environments. Prior to the 
revolutionary War, Baltimore architecture ofthe mid-to-late 1780s gave evidence to the growing influence of a 
classical tradition as a provincial extension of neoclassicism in Europe. The designs took the form of the 
Georgian architectural style common in the mid-Atlantic and southern colonies during the English occupation. 
Dynastically referred to as Georgian, the term was derived from the architecture constructed during the reign of 
King George the 1st ofEngland; c. 1714-1830. While the term envelops a broad array of interpretations and 
influences of that time period, it is not a specific reference to a singular prominent element or influence of the 
Georgian dynasty. The term (Christopher)Wren-Baroque more accurately reflects the influence and style made 
popular in England and the American colonies before the Revolutionary War. The architecture, characterized 
by a formal arrangement of parts, employed a symmetrical composition enriched with a variety of classical 
details. 

Gabled roofs, modillioned cornices, comer quoining, predominately solid masonry wall construction, double 
hung sash windows doorways with transoms and entry side lights comprised an aesthetic that was linked with 
and gave evidence to an established prominent and prosperous urban society. 

Subsequent to the end of the Revolutionary War, c. 1781, the popular Wren-Baroque architectural style was 
viewed as a direct descendant and overt reminder of British colonial rule. While sel!lllents of the established 
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American upper class chose to retain their association with the former colonial power, others were eager to 
institute a less embellished character reflective of the nation's new independence. Retaining the overall form, a 
transitional expression referred to as the Federal Style replaced the decorative features of the Wren-Baroque. 
The Federal style was the earliest and least aggressive of styles within the transitional phase development of 
American Neoclassicism. Using simplified window lintels, reduced architraves and a restricted use of 
decorative features, the Federal Style gave evidence to the maiden voyage of a new nation. 

In 1791, Jarrot had completed his journey westward and become a resident of Cahokia along the Mississippi 
River. It would take Jarrot another decade to establish himself as an upstanding citizen, merchant and land 
speculator within the region. By 1804, Jarrot was now positioned to align himself with what he believed was 
the cultural and political future of the Northwest Territory. Working as a gentleman-amateur, Jarrot created a 
plan on a board as a means to illustrate and convey the design intent of the mansion; a design transmitted from 
his brief life in 18th century Baltimore. He then canvassed and recruited those craftsmen, builders and masons 
experienced in the necessary means to complete his design. Jarrot's actions, neither singularly outstanding or 
unique, were however; an integral and necessary component to establishing a national signature on the 
adolescent American frontier. Buildings such as the Jarrot Mansion were to become signpost not only of a 
transmitted architectural aesthetic but a significant cultural and political shift; the stream of what would 
become a flood of western migration. 
In the year 2000, the Jarrot Mansion stands as an example of 19th century architecture, constructed within an 
18th century culture and environment. It continues to give evidence to the transmission and expression of a 
building ideology and an architectural aesthetic. 

Nationally significant as one of the few extant solid masonry structures built during the early development of 
the Northwest Territory. 
Subsequent to its completion in 1810, the Jarrot Mansion joined a small collection ofmulti-wythed, solid 
masonry brick structures located within the river valleys of the Northwest Territory. Viewed by the French 
territorial citizens as another alien invasion, the American styled buildings shared several distinctive design 
features. Predominately, the building exterior was composed of site formed brick masonry units instead of the 
commonly found wood palisade or wood frame assemblies. The dwellings were further distinguished by a 
formal center hall/double pile floor plan, a single gabled roof profile and double hung multi-light sash windows. 
These characteristics were a clear departure from the French Colonial tradition of single (one-story) colombage 
structures with low broad double pitched roofs, French styled doors and windows and open porch galeries. 
While the transmission of early architectural styles was a significant component in the evolution and growth of 
the nation, it is of particular interest to note those structures that were regional contemporaries of the Jarrot 
Mansion within the boundaries of the Northwest Territory. 

The Mound House, Duncan Falls, Ohio: 
Completed c.1820, the Mound House was designed and constructed by James Taylor, an entrepreneur and 
plantation owner from Virginia. The Mound House is a two-story solid masonry building constructed on a 
sixty-foot elevation rise. Similar to the Jarrot Mansion, the plan form is a center hall-double pile design. The 
center hall is further defined by a free-standing spiral stair supported from the existing attic wood scaffolding. 
Four ( 4) chimneys and a gabled slate roof complete the building enclosure. The Mound House differs form the 
JarrotMansion in that a two story columned rear porch and extension was added c. 1860 to form an "L" 
configured wing to the original house design. 

The accessibility and availability of limestone from the Ohio River valley regions resulted in several Federal 
styled structures constructed in local stone. 



NPS Form 10-900 USDIINPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

PROPERTY NAME Page21 
United States IZent of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Pla<:es Registration Form 

The Stone Academy, Zanesville, Ohio: 
Completed in 1809, this stone structure was to be the home for the legislative seat for the newly created state of 
Ohio. When the capital seat was awarded to the city of Columbus, the house was subsequently used as a 
meeting place for various political and civic groups. Although completed one year earlier than the Jarrot, the 
Stone Academy incorporates a greater variety of refined building components than evident in its Cahokian 
cousin. (Still waitingfor info. on the plan form, and details of description from Ohio SHPO) 

Two structures from the Clark County region of southern Indiana are presented as similar and regional 
contemporaries to the Jarrot Mansion of Cahokia. 

Henry French House, Indiana: 
Although completed much later than the Jarrot Mansion, the French House is similar in material and detailing 
to the mansion in Cahokia. Dated c. 1832, this sparely detailed Federal styled building was constructed of site 
formed brick and incorporated Flemish bond coursing on its two story front elevation. Elements incorporated 
into this design not seen in the Jarrot include rubbed brick jack arches at the window and doors and the use of 
donners inserted into the saddle roof profile. Originally designed with 6/6 double hung sash windows, 
subsequent modifications have reduced the window pattern to one/one. The Henry French House is on the 
National Register. 

Abbott-Holloay (sp?) Fann~ Bethlehem, Indiana: 
Completed c. 1830, 

Within the Illinois region of the Mississippi River valley, several structures were solid masonry building 
contemporaries to the Jarrot Mansion. To date, only the Jarrot Mansion remains extant. 

Unfortunately, the within and adjacent to the Mississippi River valley regions of southern Illinois have been 
virtually eliminated. 
The Samuel Judy House, Breese Illinois c. 1808. 

The first capital building of Illinois, Kaskaskia, Illinois c. 1818 

Nationally significant as a structure whose original architectural integrity has survived for 190 years. 
At its completion at the beginning of the 19th century, the Jarrot Mansion was a free-standing solid masonry 
structure surrounded by several out-buildings of the greater estate. Its most striking features were the simple 
brick rectalinear mass combined with 12/12 double hung wood windows and a modest gable roofline. Having 
survived the lineage of 19th and early 20th century stewards, the Jarrot Mansion continues to give evidence to 
the primary architecture of early solid masonry construction within the Northwest Territory. Although the 
mansion accommodated a variety of building programs and style preferences, the dominant components of the 
architectural integrity (massing, exterior material, fenestration and roofline) have prevailed. 
The following is a brief summary of the more predominant changes to the Jarrot Mansion over time. 

Subsequent to the death of Nicholas Jarrot in 1820, his widow, Julie continued to reside in the mansion. In 
1823, presumably for general maintenance reasons, an additional oak wood shingle roof was installed directly 
above the existing original wood shingle assembly. One year later, a red oxide pigment mixed in a linseed oil 
base was applied as the finish to the roof By the 1840s, although still owned by the Jarrot family, Julie Jarrot 
had vacated the mansion and relocated to St. Louis, Missouri. Between 1844 and 1851, the original wood entry 
stooo. havine weathered reoetitive river floods. was reolaced with a Greek Revival desilrn.. 



NPS Form !().900 USDJINPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. S..86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

PROPERTY NAME Page22 
Unitcci States D:p:rtmmt of the Interior, National Parle Serville National Re§ister of Historic Places Re§istratioo Form 

The raised porch included a pediment roof with simple columns, capitals, balustrades and rails secured to a 
wood floor and sub-structure below. 

Between 1860 and 1880, under the management of Jarrot's daughter, Ortance, a third wood shingle roof with 
extended eave and gable overhangs was added to the existing layers. By 1885, the Greek Revival porch, having 
survived for over 30 years, was demolished and replaced with a Victorian styled porch design. The porch roof, 
now revised from gabled to flat, accommodated the decorative roof and porch balustrades and ornamental 
scrollwork typical of a Victorian expression. Corbelled chimney caps replaced the original brick banding. 
Later in the 1888, an additional fourth roof system~ a standing metal seam roof, was installed over the pre
existing (three) roof assemblies. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, the mansion was leased to the Holy Family Catholic Parish of Cahokia. 
The parish used the mansion as a parochial school building. Once agairt, stylistic preferences were imposed 
upon the building. The standing metal seam roof, now over twenty years old, was replaced with a pantile roof, 
while the existing sub-layers of wood shingles were left intact. The chimney caps were striped of the 
decorative corbel brick and the ornamental scrollwork of the porch balustrades and column capitals were 
streamlined to reflect the Classical revival influence within the region. Again in 1942, the roof cladding, 
chimney caps and entry porch designs were modified. At this point, all of the pre-existing shingle roof 
assemblies were finally removed and the eave/gable overhangs were returned to their original dimension and 
profile. A clay tile roof, adopted for the popular re-building of colonial Williamsburg was installed on the Jarrot 
Mansion roof as a link with and acknowledgment of the 17th century colonial capital. The Classical derived 
porch design, originally constructed in 1898 was also re-worked c.l942. At that time the porch piers, originally 
constructed of wood were replaced with a continuous brick band. 

In 1943, the pioneer aviator and founder of Parks College-Cahokia, Oliver Parks purchased the mansion from 
the Holy Family Parish. Intending to convert the building into his private residence, Parks made only minor 
revisions before donating the building to Holy Family in 1945. Used as a Catholic convent until the late 1960s, 
the Village of Cahokia purchased the property in 1975. In 1980, the mansion was donated to the State of 
Illinois where it has since remained as an historic landmark listed on the National Register. During the mid to 
late 1980s, the roof and porch of the Jarrot Mansion was restored to the original 1810 design. 
The Williamsburg clay tile roof was removed and replaced.with an oak wood shingle with a 4.5" exposure and 
red oxide with linseed oil finish. Additionally, the classical porch was replaced with a wood frame stoop and 
steps in place today. 

For the past 190 years, the Jarrot mansion, having hosted a variety of architectural styles and trends, has 
maintained the core design elements critical to its national significance~ that of a solid masonry structure, 
influenced by the emergence of the Federal style and constructed in the early settlement of the Northwest 
Territory. 
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The Summary; 
The Jarrot Mansion is significant as a National Landmark because it is the manifestation of an early solid 
masonry construction, influenced by an emerging architectural consciousness; the Federal style, and located 
within the developing Northwest Territory. 
The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant as one of the early territorial structures linked with a developing 
architectural genre of the eastern commonwealth. -

In stark contrast to the vernacular and often transient genre of frontier construction, the Jarrot Mansion gave 
evidence to the rise of a new sense of architectural integrity, worth and distinction, rooted in the surge of a 
national identity. The idea/concept/desire, transplanted to a removed and implausible environment, aided in 
the cultural expansion and evolution of the frontier. 
The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant as an early 19th century vehicle of an architectural expression 
unique to the development of a nation. 

Unwilling to accept the customs of the French colonial building tradition, Jarrot adopted a design that would 
demonstrate his deep commitment to and belief in the American principles. The Jarrot Mansion is significant 
as a National Landmark because it gives evidence to an individual expression for independence. 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion description will quote, in large part, the "Restoration Inventory of the Nicholas 
Jarrot Mansion", published on June 14, 1968, to document and date the original architectural and construction 
components of the structure. The Inventory, prepared for the Illinois Department of Conservation, Historic 
Sitesl:aDivision, was authored by four (4) historic conservation consultants: 

Jeffe Hess, Historic Consultants; Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
-Marc ia J. Lutz, Historic Consultant; Alexandria, Virginia. 

MacDonald and Mack Partnership, 215 Grain Exchange Building; Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Charles E. Peterson - F AlA, Preservation Consultant; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The Building and Site- General Overview: 
Built between 1807 and 1810, the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion is an extant solid two-story masonry structure 
situated on the alluvial flood plain of the Mississippi River. The house and its surrounding acreage was located 
within the village of Cahokia, a small trading outpost and Catholic mission within the French Colonial regions 
of the Mississippi valley. The areas along the river were first settled by the French-speaking pioneers, farmers 
and fur trappers from New France (Canada) and later from the port city of New Orleans. The county deed 
records indicate Nicholas Jarrot purchased an area of land within the village of Cahokia in 1799. In 1807, 
fifteen years after his arrival from Baltimore Maryland, Jarrot contracted mason Matthew Holland to construct a 
two-story solid masonry structure)(rfor his family home, business and extended household. Jarrot created a -

~uilding plan drawn on a board as a contractual guide for the building construction. The mansion oriented 
along its horizontal axis is positioned north; facing the Mississippi River and the city of Saint Louis. The estate 
once included a collection of various storage and cooking outbuildings as well as land in excess of25,000 
acres. Today, only the mansion and an original stone spring-house remain. The spring-house is located adjacent 
and southeast of the residence. Both structures are sited on a small 0.94-acre parcel directly adjacent to the 
Church of the Holy Family, a National Historic Landmark. 

The Exterior- Wall Composition: 
The exterior building envelope is comprised of two dominant masonry materials: limestone and brick. 
The foundation and raised basement consist of coursed rubble limestone blocks obtained from the stone bluffs 
of the Mississippi River. Set in a lime and sand based mortar with untooledjoints, the basement stone wall 
elevation is approximately 12-15 inches above the current finished building grade. At the time of construction, 
the site elevation was substantially lower and would have exposed an additional 8-10 inches of the limestone 

foundation Co..IJ~ ~ '1..-~J 
The remaining load bearing walls are constructed of hand fressed, (low) site-fired, unglazed and unpainted red 
brick. The brick walls, constructed typically in a 4-wythdi~ckness, and are set in a combination of Flemish 
and common bond patterns. Perceived as the more public or prestigious building exposures, the Flemish bond 
was used on the north and west elevations. The common bond pattern was used on the remaining south and 
east elevations. In addition, the south and east walls are further defined by an alternating pattern of brick tones 
and finishes. As construction progressed on the mansion, the brick site kiln, used to fire the building masonry 
units, was eventually disassembled. The interior bricks of the kiln, having a darker tone and glazed finish, were 
incorporated into the wall construction, creating a banded or striped appearance at the south and east elevations. 
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Three window types were incorporated into the design of the building fenestration~ the single light hopper, the 
double hung and the casement. 
The existing single light hopper windows, constructed with top surface mounted hinges and sill locks are 
original to the building construction and are installed at the cellar level. A total of five-~ windows and 
frames, approx.l2" by 15" are constructed from plain sawn, pegged and painted, pine wood. Installed within the 
limestone wall assembly, the windows are fitted with exterior vertical wood binders, which extends from the 
window frame head to sill. The binders, square in plan, are rotated to appear as diamond shaped vertical bars 
and are spaced across the window openings. ~~ 
Double hung pine wood windows are installed predominately at the entry and second level and constitute the 
bulk of the window ty~sed in the building elevations. The windows are designed as 12 2 double hung pine.-
wood sash units set in wood frames. The window sash units are constructed of twelve- 8" x 1 0" glass lights -
and painted wood muntins are constructed of short leaf yellow pine. Upper and lower window sash assemblies 
were installed with counterweights. The exterior wood window frames are set flush with the exterior facade, 
resulting in a slight sill profile at the brick walls. The interior surfaces of the windows are encased in a series 
of decorative wood frames, panels and trims. All exposed surfaces of the windows and frames were originally 
painted. In addition, all exterior window openings were originally fitted with painted walnut panel shutters and 
wrought iron shutter tie-backs or dog retainers. 

Casement styled windows were originally designed and installed at each gable-end of the attic level. Installed 
in pairs, each window opening is fitted with a 12-glass light and muntin assembly similar to the double hung 
windows. In-swinging jamb mounted hinges are secured to the pine wood frames for each window. All window 
and frame wood surfaces are painted. 

Door types used in the exterior construction of the Jarrot Mansion consist of paired French styled doors, and 
cellar bulkhead doors. The existing reconstructed walnut wood French doors installed at the center hall front 
and rear-building entries were re-designed to replace the original French door and hardware assembly. The new 

. doors, installed since 1992, consists of an upper eight W-light glass and wood muntin grid and a base section of/' 
a single beveled wood panel set in a surrounding wood rail, sill and head sections. All door wood surfaces are 
painted on the exterior and stained on the interior. The French door iron hardware, consisting of box locks, pull 
handles with thumb latch bolts and hinges are custom iron reproductions with a painted finish. 

The ceJlar bulkhead doors, which give access to the exterior rear southwestern basement stair, are board and 
batten wood panels. The west bay door panels and frame are anchored to the low brick wall of the basement 
stair entry. All exposed surfaces of the door panels are painted with surface mounted hinges and locking 
hardware. A similar exterior bulkhead and basement stair access was constructed from the center bay of the 
rear basement wall but was subsequently demolished and filled by Oliveudtrks in 1942. A remaining interior 
basement stair access was the subject of several construction and relocati~ attempts before finding its current 
location beneath the stair soffit at the entry-level rear section of the center ball. 

The Exterior -Roof and Chimneys: ~S 
The gable roof, with eaves parallel to the building's horiwntal axis, is constructed of a hand hewn heavy · her 
assembly consisting of ridge beams, rafters, purlins and collar ties. In addition, the roof structure inco rates a 
type ofKingspost truss, positioned above the second level ballroom ceiling. The truss assembly consis of a 
vertical wood support member mortised, tenioned and pegged into the summer beam above the ballroom 
ceiling. Originally believed to function as an additional structural support for the large expanse of the ballroom 
ceiling, the precise contribution of the truss has been recently analyzed as a redundant member of the overall 
structural svstem. 
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The original roof structure of the Jarrot Mansion has been subjected to a series of various roof material 
modifications over the course of its history. As a result of a previous slate roof installation during the early 
1900s, various interior roof structural modifications were designed to compensate for the additional dead load; 
however, the modifications were localized to the rafter and beam spans and had no ramification to the exterior 
appearance. 

The current exterior roof enclosure, consisting of hand split oak shingles nailed to pine wood roof sheathing. 
are presumed to have been original to the mansion construction. The dentil banded wood cornice and molded 
bargeboards decorate the roof- eave and gable ends; respectively. Originally, the roof was constructed with 
one downspout positioned at the northeastern comer of the building to service the perimeter eave gutters. The 
run off was directed to a cistern located in the northeast yard of the site. The existing eave-end roof gutters, v 
four comer downspouts and gutter heads were installed during a 1940s renovation period. 

The exterior is further defined by three ~ brick chimneys constructed along the ridgeline and within the brick ~ 
bearing walls of the mansion. Each chimney originally accommodated the heating and/or cooking requirements 
of several fireplace units. At the roofline, the chimneys, which extend approximately four feet above the ridge 
beam, are capped with multiple coursing of corbeled brickwork. 

The Interior: 
In November of 1808, Nicholas J arrot entered into a construction covenant with wood joiner, Russell E. Hicock 
to complete the general building carpentry and interior millwork. 
The mansion interior is generally configured as a center hall-double pile plan with small symmetrical rooms 
flanking the east and west sides. Four ~wythe solid masonry brick walls separate the center hall from the side 
bays. The general living areas of the entry and second levels are finished with short leaf pine wood flooring, 
three ~coat plaster walls and ceilings, wood six-panel doors and wood architraves casework and trim. The 
majority of the rooms were originally constructed with fireplace units, wood mantels and masonry hearths. 

The cellar plan consists of three-~ single-room bays sep{r~ed by 22- 24~nch thick interior~im :Ond 
brick bearing walls. Each bay contains fireplace footings to accommodate the fireplace units at e entry level 
above. The center bay, containing a large (now bricked in) chimney opening, gives evidence the room~ u.mJ) 

used as a main cooking area for the household. In 1980, subsequent to design and construction of several 
interior cellar stairs, an interior winding stair was added to the rear of the center bay. Currently in the same 
position, the basement stair is couched beneath the stair soffit of the entry to second stairway. 
The interior finishes of the cellar consist of river limestone block walls, exposed wood joist and girder under
floor soffit areas and flagstone flooring. A portion of the flagstone flooring in the western bay was removed 
and left unfinished as earthen sand. 

The entry level is configured as a center-hall, double-pile plan. The center hall serves as the main entrance and 
foyer to the building and is accessed through the front and rear wood French doors. The open hall includes the 
main circulation stair as well as a large fireplace. The interior fmishes include standard width unfinished pine 
flooring, undressed wood stud, lath and plaster walls and ceilings and a selection of pine and walnut woods 
used for the interior millwork, chair rails, baseboards, door and window panels and soffits and a variety of trim 
work The plaster wall and ceiling surfaces as well as the decorative wood profiles were originally painted. v 
The original wood stair, designed as a "T" shaped plan, incorporates wood picket balustrades, square newel 
post, routed wood handrails and wall mounted chair rails installed at the west stai~all wall. All stair wood -
surfaces were also originally painted. The remainder of the entry level is comprise<f of two pairs of side 
flankine roomst esumed to have been used for business. entertainine. dinine and/or sleeoine ourooses. 
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In keeping with the entry hall, these rooms were also constructed with wood stud and lath wall components. and 
finished with a three-coat plaster application. 
Six-panel walnut wood doors, typical to the mansion design, provided for room separation and access between 
the pairs of rooms. 

The pair of east facing rooms included corner fireplace units with wood mantels and chair rails, and decorative 
bastard panel jamb enclosures and architraves around the interior door and window openings. One of two 
limestone fireplace hearths was subsequently replaced with cast stone during the 1970s. The west facing pair of 
rooms, similar in design and finish, were originally accessed directly from the front parlor room. However, the 
rear southwest bay was originally sub-divided into two small rooms for sleeping. Later, c. 1845, the existing 
doors to the small sleeping rooms were removed and installed as pocket door panels. The demising wall 
between the small sleeping rooms was demolished resulting in one room with an additional doorway accessible 
from the center hall area. 

The existing pair of pivot hinged doors were retrofitted as a sliding pocket door assembly and constructed 
between the front and rear rooms. A rear fireplace location was added c. 1845 subsequent to the original 
construction. 

The second level plan consists of a ballroom, an additional pair of small-unheated sleeping rooms and a 
drawing room annexed from the ballroom. The ballroom, which dominates the second level floor plan, spans 
thirty-three feet across the majority of the front (north facing) elevation of the mansion. The interior finishes of 
the ballroom include white pine tongue and groove wood flooring, painted plaster walls and ceiling and a 
fireplace unit, originally detailed with a faux marble painted cherry wood mantel and stone hearth. The 
remaining window and door wood details though similar in type and finish to those of the entry level, are less 
8Hl~elli.:lled The drawing room directly adjacent to the ballroom is also finished in a similar fashion to the 
entry level side parlor rooms. The rear sleeping rooms are the smallest in the house and were not equipped with 
fireplace units. For reasons unknown the ceiling of the (rear) southeast room was finished with a beaded board 
and batten pine wood assembly. In addition, the southwest room having weathered a series of repetitive 
window-to-door modifications currently exists as a door with a small wood balcony extension. 
The attic, consisting of one large open area, is accessed from an enclosed partitioned stairwell at the second 
level adjacent to the ballroom entry door. Generally left in its original and unfinished condition and lit by the 
gable-end casement windows, the attic space gives direct exposure to the hand hewed pinned and 
mortised/tensioned craftsmanship of the roof assembly. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally: X Statewide:_ Locally:_ 

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: 

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions): 

NHL Criteria: C 

A_B_c.x_o_ 

A_B_C_D_E_F_G_ 

NHL Theme(s): Expressing an architectural development within the western expansion of the Northwest 
Territory. 

Areas of Significance: C - Early solid masonry architecture; designed and constructed within the development 
period of the Federal style at th~f the Northwest Territory 

Period(s) of Significance: C- Dates ofc~~ 
Significant Dates: 1807 - 181 0; dates of construction and 1810 - 1820; the period of significance prior to major 
modifications. 

Significant Person(s): None 

Cultural Affiliation: None 

Architect/Builder: Nicholas Jarrot; owner, Matthew Holland; brick and stone mason, and Russell Hicock; wood 
joiner I interior carpentry. 

Historic Contexts: 
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above. "'-.. 
Built between 1807 and 1810, the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion ~ioAaUy 5ignificant beG~ 8ives evidenceM" 
the western expansion of Northwest territories through the transmission and construction of an early American 
architecture: the Federal style. Located at the western boundary of the Northwest Territory within the French 
Colonial region of the Mississippi River valley, the design and construction of the mansion demonstrates the 
spirit of independence and se}f.determination that fueled the western migration and subsequently symbolized 
the essence of a new nation. Early solid masonry structures, like the Jarrot Mansion, helped to invoke a sense of 
co~tment and permanence ~ an uncharted land A.s one of the fe~ remaining s~lid masonry s~ctures 
bwlt at the western boundary of the early 19th century Umted States Temtory, the des1gn and constructiOn 
methodology of the mansion made manifest the spirit and conviction of an autonomous country and was an 
architectural harbinger ~the western movement. 

~ 
1be Ni~holas Tarrot mansiefl: is submitted fm consideration as a National Histone Landmark 
'ffte appli~ahJe criteria seJecteQ...i.s"C; ~ '~xtant example of a solid masonry architecture/ construction within the 
early development of the Northwest Te~ ~ ~ ~ 
'Fhe UarieRa.l Historic Landmark tbe~esented as an expression of the architectural evolution within the 
earl western ex sion of the American territories. 

While named for its creator and first owner, the history of the Jarrot Mansion does not contain a prominent 
individual as an outstanding contributor to the national significance of the structure. It should be noted 
however; that although the individual life of Nicholas Jarrot did not attain singular national significance, his 
directives regarding the building design were significant to the final construction of the mansion. Even today, 
the mansion signifies Jarrots' desire to reach beyond the local building traditions and customs of the French 
colonial regionf of the Mississippi River valley toward an aesthetic that would ultimately define his 
commitment_t~.t)).e nation. 
The domit€8lnimsion builders were Ma1hew Holland, a mason of anglo-American descent and Russell Hicock 
a wood joiner also of American descent '\ 
~he JR[O)t ~itmsion dw5 n~ eontam a s1gmhcant degree of hist-arie ettltuftil affiliatien and/-ot histot ic co~xt. 

·val to the French 
esign decisions regarding the 
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e vo 10 a errit - t e Old Nor ce entu 
Organized in 1787, twenty years prior to the construction of the Jarrot Mansion, the prototypical government of 
the Northwest Territory was formed as an attempt to assist in the paternal evolution of the western frontier. 
With few charted documents, sparse populations and virtually non-existent infrastructures, the territory was 

"it..t..~o.cultivate the land and its citizens into a partnership of united states. :rmssctien will examine tfte 
~ ·-urustmy o:q ble~rritory, it's significance to the development of the frontier and the period at which the areas 

began to facilitate the growth and evolution of the interior1> ~~ • 

The need to manage the western frontier formally began with the principal conclusion of the Revolutionary War 
in 1783, the struggle to secure and ratify the Articles of Confederation, first submitted in 1777 and ratified in 
1781 and the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783. 1 An assembly of some 400,000 square miles of 
predom.inatFlY wooded lands which had been dominated by various indigenous Native American tribes and 
more recently occupied by British, Dutch, French and Spanish colonists, were now the possession of a fledging 
American congressional democracy. Although the rivers and inland waterways served to link the frontier 
outpost of French Canadian and Spanish pioneers, the majority of land was uncharted and isolated from the 
Atlantic commonwealth. 
The demands of waging the war of independence had facilitated and strengthened the provincial state 
governments but had weakened the growth of a national coherence or solidarity. It became imperative to 
design and ratify a constitutional document promoting a league of friendship between states. 
The need to establish a unified government for an independent nation Eitfediy collided with the urgent logistics 
of how to manage the frontier lands beyond the established boundaries of the continental states. 
The national Congress as represented by the continental states began a series of arduous debates regarding the 
allocation, management and entitlement of frontier lands claimed by various state proclamations. 

In November of 1777, the first draft of the Articles of Confederation between the states was submitted to the 
continental state governments for review. 2 In addition to proposing the legal definitions and boundaries of 
congressional authority, the initial Articles of Confederation offered a means to set the preliminary standards of 
operation for a new government. Included in the effort to ratify the Articles of Confederation, the newly ~? 
formed Congress needed to address the question of land ownership and management of territorial cessions and 
the governing of the western frontier 
Unexpectedly and without precedent, the frontier emerged as a topic that figured prominently in the struggle to 
establish a national government. Since the late 1760s, several commonwealth states had secured direct claim to 
the lands west of the eastern colonial boundaries. Among them, the states of Virginia, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut. North Carolina and Georgia comprised the ownership of substantial land areas from the Ohio to 
the Mississippi River valleys. 3 

In an attempt to resolve the management of the western frontier, the commonwealth of Virginia offered to c~de 
her land holdings toward the creation of an American territory. In 1784, the Virginia offer was accepted as 
other states followed. By the late 1780s, the American Congress, a body as yet unauthorized by the Articles to 
hold or govern a territory, became the sovereign of some 430,000 square miles of open land. 
The Congressional body was now faced with the same question as the recently defeated British Parliament; one 
of how to govern a colonial territory.4 

1 Encyclopedia Britanica,1957 ed.,vol. 22 , s.v.''United States of America", 
~.788-789. 

Ibid. p.787. 
3 Ibid. p.788. 
4 Thiel. n. 7R<L 
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Congress ultimately agreed to the development of a progressive self governing process by which new states 
would have similar power and governing authority as the original states. Named the Northwest Territory, the 
land areas north and west of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi were constituted as one district for the 
purpose of a territorial government in 1787. 

The articles of the Ordinance extended to the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty and provided 
a basis of government for future states to be formed from the territory. 
With the passage of the 1781 Northwest Ordinance, the establishment of the territorial government became the 
initial building block in the construction of the future expansion of the American continent. 5 In conjunction 
with the appropriation of legislation procedures and land holding policies, the key component that would 
substantiate the territory would be the migration of prospective pioneers, entrepreneurs and land speculators 
from the east. Not only would the new residents contribute to and solidify the governmental, economic and 
financial foundation, their skills in construction, business and agricultural industries would add to and sustain a 
new sense of nationhood, social harmony and culture to the territory; one which had been predominantly 

)isolated from outside influence. 
By the mid 1800s, as the coastal cities of the eastern commonwealth continued to grow in economic and 
political influence, the newly formed region of the Northwest Territory was in the rudimentary stages of a 
collective development. Historian Frederick Jackson Turner, author of the rise of the west, wrote that the 
territory was the temporary boundary of an expanding society at the edge of substantially free lands. 
Native American treaties were still being negotiated as the early pioneers were advancing west to stake claim in 
a new life. From the late 18th century through the mid 20th century, the progressive waves of western 
migration would continue to expand and redefine the national footprint. 

The Environs of Cahokia; the western edge of the Northwest Territory, 1673 to 1800. 

In 1698, the village of Williamsburg, Virginia was established as the colonial capital of the commonwealth.6 

Twenty-five years earlier in 1673, two Canadian Frenchmen; explorer Louis Jolliet and Jesuit Father Jacques 
Marquette had successfully navigated the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers as far south as the mouth of the 
Arkansas and established a small Jesuit mission among the Native Americans of Kaskasia. 7 By 1682, explorer 
Rene' Robert Cavalier Sieur de La Salle was successful in reaching the mouth of the Illinois river and 
subsequently paved the way for the establishment of a variety of French missions and bartering post settletnents 
along the Illinois and Mississippi rivers. ;t:~ 
In 1698, a small group of Catholic priests from the Canadian Seminary of Quebec, havi been granted the 
rights to establish a religious mission from Bishop St. Vallier, would reach their chose destination along the 
banks of the Mississippi river. Located near the tribal lands of the TamaroisJ::!_ative .Arheri~, the area would 
become the future French Colonial village of Cahokia. The selection became a strategtc gem. Accessible to 
principle water transportation routes and rich fur trapping territories, the site became a critical base from which 
to launch a missionary quest as well as a regional control over the Native Americans of the Mississippi, 

Misso~ ~d ~hio river ~alleys. 8 ~~ ;:.~:;:~:e:~ the early histoxy of the French Colonuil village of 
Caftokta •vttlug, the fronher of theM 1 R " 1= • 

5 Barre A. Hinsdale, The Old Northwest by 1899. 
6 Charles E. Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia, (Cahokia, Il.:Jarrot Mansion 
Project,Inc. 1999),p. 1. 
7 Ibid. 
8 ThicL.n.,z.. 
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Dating from the earliest known records of the North American continent, the Native Americans were the 
original inhabitants of the continental frontier. By exercising a degree of control over their particular 
traditional territories, each nation became identified and/or linked with their respective land area. During the 
early exploration years of the frontier, the yet-to-be-conceived Northwest Territory was known as the homeland 
of a confederation of several cooperative Native American Nations. This confederation called itself the 1/liwek 
but was named the 1llynois by the early French trappers and missionaries. The 1/lynois nation~ was 
predominately based near the great lake region of the central interior frontier; yet their vast ethnic influence and 
control extended to areas as far south as the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. The 1llynois nation, 
comprised of eight fS1 regiorud tribes, included; the Cahokia, Kaskaskia, Kikapous, Miamias, Mitchigamias, 
Mouingousenas, Tamarois and the Weas/Piankaskaws.9 The land area bordering the Mississippi, Missouri and 
Ohio rivers as well as the great lake regions were dominated by the 1/lynois nation and would be known as Pays 
des 1llynois or the Illynois Country. 
In time while the Native Americans would continue to control the interior frontier, an unfamiliar and covert 
form of land ownership, initiated by an evolving European colonization of the continent would eventually 
nullify the Native American control and presence. The land would become a bargaining chip between the 
warring European and American colonial powers for control of the remaining western continental lands. 

The French were an early influence in the territorial colonization of the frontier. From the northern settlements 
of New France to the southern basins of New Orleans, French colonist secured many of the interior continental 
river thoroughfares as a means of controlling the surrounding regions. Additionally, the French established 
Roman Catholic missions as a means to interject a religious and cultural dominance within the land. The 
establishment of the Catholic mission to the Tamarois Native Americans at the southern boundaries of the 
lllynois country was one such example. 

• 
In 1698, with the official sanction of a letter patent in hand, a Catholic expedition in search of a suitable / 
mission site within the French colonial territory embarked on a journey that would end se."e&:alMwtb£..1Mer at 
the river bend of the Mississippi. Guided by an experienced LaSalle expedition lieutenant named Henri 
de Tonti, the party consisted of several clergy, threefre'res donnes, two blacksmiths and twelve (12) engages. 
Landing in mid-December of 1698, the group welcomed by unsuspecting Tamarois, immediately set about the 
task of constructing lodging and a small chapel. 10 Arriving at the onset of winter, several substantial structures 
needed to be completed within a restricted timeframe. 

With lim~·t available construction materials, the first buildings constructed; the house for Father St. Cosme 
and the c rpelle des Tamarois, were most likely built using the traditional French poteaux en terre technique. 
The proc ure involved a system of setting rough cut tree logs directly into the earth and applying a mortar 
infill of stone and mud as a wall enclosure between the vertical supports. The construction process facilitated 
an expedient land occupation without the need for sophisticated tools, skills or refined materials. In May of 
1699, with lodging and chapel completed, the mission was celebrated as the first white man's settlement on the 
Mississippi River and by early 1700s, Cahokia had grown into the most advanced outpost of the civilized 
west. 11 Additionally, by the mid-1730s, the outpost, having expanded into a small village was an important 
river settlement north of New Orleans. Comprised of a small number of mission personnel, settlers and 
trappers, the principal means of commerce were fur trading and farming. 12 A water mill was constructed in 

9 Camille de Rocheminteix "Les Jesuit et la Nouvelle France au XVLLe Siecle 
II" p. 529 
1° Charles Peterson. Notes on Old Cahokia. p.2-3. 
11 Ibid.,p.4-6. 
12 ,Tohn F'. Mr.DP.rmont . . ()]d t:AhnkiA. n.lR. 
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1732 and by 1735 a map entitled "Plan de Ia Seigneurie et Etab/issment de !a Mission de Tamarois" 
documented the village positioned on a narrow channel of the Mississippi and between two small streams. 
Surrounded by what appeared to be a stockade, the mission proper included the house for the missionaries, a 
bakehouse, three ~slave quarters, a courtyard and a garden area. An additional nine-~ inhabitants lived 
outside the stockade and north of the parish. Preceded by two military fort constructions, the fort du Roy 
( c.l740) was ~stRJ~*~d. conceivably constructed in the palisade tradition. The hastily built and short-term 
duration of palisade construction lead to the dubious reputation for rotting during peacetime and useless by the 
time war was declared. Still the fort structures were maintained by the contributions of the village inhabitants 
and visiting voyageurs. 13 The village agricultural barns were located at the rear of the village adjacent to the 
large triangular and fenced common field(s). Soon regarded as the garden of New France, the agricultural 
fertile regions surrounding the river valleys yielded several thousand bundles of wheat and other grains for the 
city of New Orleans. 
As part of their responsibility to the French monarch, the Catholic Church as a vested and ruling body, was 
given the task of sub-dividing and managing the land and its use. However, while the church continued to make 
every effort to create a stable commu~'7 for growth, it was soon realized that the local French habitants took 
the land today only to leave tomorrow. 

The 1750s signified the last great frontier struggle between the English and the French for control of the 
Mississippi valley domain. Fort de Chartres and Fort Duquesne respectively along the Mississippi and Ohio 
Rivers demonstrated the ongoing demand for a military outpost presence. In 1763, the bulk of the original 
Louisiana Territory, including the area of Cahokia, was ceded from France to Britain. 

By late 1763 and early 1764, with the founding of St. Louis as a fur trading outpost, (Pierre Liquest Laclede), 
the future of Cahokia soon changed. Known as the center of commerce of Spain, St. Louis, located on the 
western bank of the river, became the reign~~etropolis of the upper river valley. Realizing that a settled 
population was a major component tlrsecur~-the community and its future, Laclede subsequently manipulated 
the French villagers of Cahokia by inciting a fear of the oncoming British rule of the eastern territory. The mass 
exodus from Cahokia to StLouis resulted in the vast majority of French loyalis~elocating to the western bank. 
In spite of the move however, some French inhabitants remained under the new British rule in Cahokia and the 
village continued to grow. By 1766, despite its frequency of river flooding and poor planning, forty-three~ 
French families had remained an~ relo~ated to Cah~·.!:) 

~as a mission and farming settlement for the inhabitants, became more dependent on hunting and fur 
trade rather than agriculture. 

In the late 1700s, as a result of eastern newspapers such as the Virginia Gazette advertising great fur trading and 
bold opportunities in the west, there was an intense rush to pioneer the frontier. However, the wave was short 
lived and the results disappointing to the settlements along the eastern banks of the Mississippi. Because the 
Native Americans continued to hold a general and overt hostility against the English-American presence, the 
bulk of fur trade negotiations were conducted on the Spanish ~or Bourbon occupied western banks of the 
river. 15 Again in the 1740s, approximately forty-seven years prior to the Northwest Ordinance, yet another 
wave of westward expansion impacted the Mississippi River Valley. 

13 Charles Peterson, Notes on Old Cahokia. p.9-12. 
14 Ibid.,p.14-16. 
15 C:hArlP.s PP.tP.rson. NntAs nn ()7d r.nhnkiA. n.19-?.?.. 
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The arrival of adventuresome frontiersmen from eastern colonies, the formation of the old Ohio Land Company 
in 1747 and a new rush ofland speculators from Virginia in 1765 gave new evidence to a continuing tide of 
western migration. 16 

~ 
As colonial pioneers continued to exert their presence izt the western frontier, the seeds of revolt were being 
sown in the eastern commonwealth. The dissent climaxed in 1776 with the formal proclamation of 
independence and war against the British dominance of the colonies. With a young and inexperienced military 
and substantial assistance from the European nations of France, Spain and Holland, the American forces proved 
a resistant opponent. Additionally, to their disadvantage, the British were forced to divide their battle tactics 
along three fronts~ the reclamation of the eastern colonies, the embargo of the eastern seaboard and the seizure 
of the interior frontier. Between 1778 and 1779, as the British military attempted to conquer regions of the Old 
Northwest, George Rogers Clark, a young land surveyor and militia leader, became a prominent figure in 
securing and protecting the newly found Virginian settlements of Kentucky county. 17 Appointed lieutenant 
colonel of the county militia, Clark used an offense tactic as a defensive strategy. As a means of protecting the 
village settlements, Clark advanced by attacking the British and Native American strongholds of the Old 
Northwest. 18 The attacks lead to his capture of key outposts of the British including the villages ofKaskaskia, 
Cahokia and Vincennes. Clark's expedition was successful. The British had been driven back to the line of the 
Great Lakes, their prestige impaired by their failure to protect their critical posts. In addition, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia had secured a foothold north of the Ohio River and won the first definite success 
against the British in the Old Northwest. 

Pursuant to the end of the war, Virginia's occupation of the 1/lynois Country in 1778 created an immediate need 
for an organized civil government. Subsequently, the Virginia Williamsburg legislature began by formally 
recognizing all the lands northwest of the Ohio River as Illinois County. Newly appointed lieutenant governor 
Colonel John Todd of Kentucky was assigned with instructions to cultivate and conciliate the affections of the 
French and Indian residents. On May 12, 1779, the new county govemw~nt was proclaimed and the Illinois 
County was subsequently divided into four/~ distric1$.Each districtl<Wemed from a local judicial court seat 
and was charged with administering to the needs of the affairs of the "district. Cahokia, the first to be organized, 
was the seat of one of the four districts and had a court of seven judges. ,.. 
Growing social, governmental and economic strife however contin d to plague the village and region of 
Cahokia. The French felt deceived and manipulated by the Virgi ans and Virginia viewed the French as 
ungrateful and petulant. After a sequence of civil unrest, moni inflation and a breakdown in the French 
Canadian trade agreements, the Virginian civil government of Colonel Todd was abandoned.19 Ultimately, it 
was probably with relie(that Virginia signed over to the continental congress all claims to her Illynois County 
early in 1784.20 Over the course of the next three years~ the village and county of Cahokia would persevere, 
presiding over civil order and land disputes. 

With the establishment of the Northwest Ordinance in 1787, a new form of territorial government was installed 
in the region. 21 Acting Governor Brigadier General Josiah Harmar and Barthelemi Tardiveau, the appointed 
lllinois county landowner agents, were quick to meet with and secure legal land titles to the French settlers and 

1~Charles Peterson. Notes on Old Cahokia. p.19-22. 
1~Theodore C. Pease. The Story of Illinois . p.51. 
1~Clarence W. Alvord. The Illinois Country. p.325-327. 
19'Charles Peterson. Notes on Old Cahokia. p,42-43. 
20 Ibid.p. · 44. 
21 ,Tohn F'. Mr.DP.rmont . . ()70 KnhnkiR. n. 94. 
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to indemnify those affected during the Virginia occupation of George Rogers Clark.22 

Revolutionary War veteran and close associate of George Rogers Clark enera ur t. arr served as the 
first Governor of the Northwest Territory in 1788. Chief among the new governor's duties was tt establish 
boundaries for the administration of the territory. In 1790, St Clair proclaimed the boundaries of his namesake 
county, selecting Cahokia as the seat of justice. Initially, St Clair County encompassed the upper two thirds of 
present day Illinois. However, in 1801, Governor William Henry Harrison enlarged StClair County to include 
most of Illinois, Michiganrinnesota and all of Wisconsin. ~ 7 

In 1790, as its first ~~inted governor, Arthur St. Clair established St Clair County as the first region of the ~ J 

Northwest Territory. Consisting ofthe western half of the territory, the county includes areas of present day 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Illinois. The areas surrounding Cahokia, containin~ a significant 
population mass lead to the village being selected as a judicial district of the new county. 4 By 1795, as the new 
Randolph County was being created, Cahokia was named county seat of St. Clair County. 25 

Although physically apart of the American republic via the Northwest Territory, Cahokia remained 
predominately French and Catholic in population, culture and society. The Catholic Church and its support of 
the Sulpician order dominated the region. The village, having gained profits from beaver and fox fur pelting 
could now support several mills, trading companies and small general stores. 

While the village continued to prosper, the local architecture remained embedded in the early frontier traditions 
of French colonial construction. The general buildin met dolo used to establish the early community was 
poteaux en terre; vertical wil ce r, oak or mu erry timber stalled as a palisade directly into the ground. 
A mixture of lime mortar, mud and rock called pierrotage, was used as the wall infill. The subsequent addition 
of wrap around porches flanked the building perimeter. The roof enclosure was typically constructed as a 
double pitched 'hip on hip' (pavilion) profile finished with hand split wood shingles. Limestone blocks were 
used to construct the building foundation and chimney(s). This single building methodology was used to 
construct the majority of village structures ranging from private dwellings and churches to the first judicial 
courthouse for the coun . 

e social customs o the village also continued in the French colonial tradition. While the French proved to be 
adequate farmers, millers and merchants, their joie du vive was socializing with neighbors and friends . 

With fifty-two Sundays in a year and an additional eighty-three annual church holidays, the French spent a third 
of the year more like the bourgeois rather than the working class. Games comprised the popular social pas11t~ 
and parties, often held every night and feast day or holiday, would continue for several days. Although social in 
nature, the parties facilitated a congenial environment to meet new residents as well as discuss business 
ventures and political opinions. 

Despite a history of Anglo-American interference and ultimate reign, the French appeared determined to 
continue lassie-faire with their own traditions, beliefs and political opinions. Over the course of the next 15-20 
years, Cahokia would bear witness to an eroding French signature, as the community would once again be 
challenged to embrace an American way of life. Ironically this new challenge would come from none other 
than one of their own; a Frenchman. 

22 Charles Peterson .• p. 49. 
23 Ibid. 
24 John F. McDermont. Old Kahokia. p. 94 
25 Thi (L 
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Nicholas Jarrot: 
The beginning of the 19th century placed the village of Cahokia at another threshold of change. The 
ratification of the Northwest Ordinance became an open declaration of western expansion. No longer the J 
region for the adventurous, the frontier lands signaled a new beginning for a wide variety of American migralts 
as well as European immigrants. ~iM!ioR will Pei-lest~?he life ofNicholas Jarrot, his arrival to the United 
States and his life as a citizen of the Northwest Territory~; 

As the original owner and designer of the mansion, very little has been documented about the life of Jarrot prior 
to his arrival to the village of Cahokia. Nicholas Jarrot was born in 1764 to Fran#s and Claudine Jarrot near 
the village ofVesoul, Franche Conte in northeastern France. As a resident of the village, Jarrot lived under the 
protective paternal patronage of Bureaux de Pusy, a wealthy land baron and military general who, in the past 
had spent time in an Austrian prison with French general LaFayette. As a young man, it is believed Jarrot 
probably sought the council of de Pusy regarding how and where to fmd suitable trade skills and employment. 

It is known that Jarrot left Vesoul for Paris, where he was hired as an accountant and bookkeeper for the 
Sulpician order of the Catholic Church. During the mid-18th century, with the rise of the French Revolution in 
Paris, the nobelise, upper class as well as the religious institutions became prime targets of overt violence and 
public accusation. Members of the upper class and the Catholic Church were being summarily denounced and 
executed throughout the region. While the Sulpicians were not highly visible or well endowed, they were an 
order of learned individuals, teachers, professors and book publishers. In the early 1790s as John Carroll 
journeyed to England to be consecrated as the first Catholic bishop of the United States, the Sulpician religious 
order was expell~m France. 26 In the wake of the French Revolution and fearing im:mfnent death, .-'5~ 

/ Sulpicians, aloAi= ~cholas Jarrot fled the continent in a small cod fishing brig and s~t sail for the 
American harbor of Baltimore Maryland. 

fArriving in Baltimore in 1791, J arrot continued to reside with and work for the Sulpician order and Saint Mary's 
Seminary for two years before relocating to the western frontier. In 1763, Jarrot left Baltimore for the French 
colonial center of New Orleans, which had been ceded, to the commonwealth in the Treaty of Paris in 1783. 
After stopping itt New Orleans, Jarrot continued up the Mississippi River to settle in French colonial Cahokia. 
Founded in 1699 as a Catholic mission and fur-trapping outpost, Cahokia had grown into an established village 
on the western fringe of the territorial frontier. Jarrot, ready to begin a new life in a new land spent the next 
twenty years establishing himself as a merchant and businessman while accruing the wealth necessary to secure 
his land holdings and estate properties. 

The Cahokia records document Nicholas Jarrot as having amassed a variety of entrepreneurial businesses as 
well as individual local appointments. As a shrewd entrepreneur, Jarrot attained the bulk of his wealth through 
frontier land speculation. Initially beginning with a series of small village stores and grain mills, Jarrot 
expanded his wealth and influence by purchasing large tracts of open land and real estate. Located within and 
surrounding the village, Jarrot soon became the sole owner of over 25,000 acres of land. As the Lewis and 
Clark expedition of 1803-04 was preparing to launch its western exploration and survey, a portion of the Jarrot 
estate near what is now the community of Wood River, was used as the winter campsite and training grounds 
for the campaign. His wealth opened new levels of social and political height. J arrot served as both host and 
interpreter to Meriwether Lewis during his negotiations with the local Spanish officials of Saint Louis in 
establishing passage on and through the land west of the Mississippi River. In addition to serving as a lawyer 
and county judge for St. Clair county, Jarrot also served as captain of the territorial militia forces during the 

26 Sherry H.Olson, Baltimore: The Building of an American City. (Baltimore. 
'l'hP- (Tohn~ Honkins TJnivP-rsitv PrP-ss.1gcn.ln. ?,g. 
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War of 1812. Jarrot's personal and extensive accumulation ofland, his rejection of an a life s le and his 
refusal to sign the customary village comnlon fields agreement set hi as an individual~et p from 
the traditional French colonial lifestyles and customs. His decision to reject the traditional expressions of the 
French colonial building and culture and embrace the American future would be realized in the construction of 
his mansion in 1807. Socially, his associations with the prosperous French families of Cahokia offered 
opportunities to meet and subsequently marry. He married twice, both times to prominent women of New 
France (Canadian) descent. Marie Barbau of nearby Prarie du Rocher died with the birth of their first child. 
Jarrot's second sife, Julie Ste. Gemme de Beauvais was a resident of Ste. Genevieve in what would become the 
state of Missouri . Their union resulted in another six (6) children added to the Jarrot family. Jarrot's pleasure 
with his family in the new mansion was short lived. While tending to one of the mills Nicholas caught a fever 
and died on December 08, 1820~ only ten years after the final completion of the mansion. Survived by his wife 
and children, the family continued to use the home for several decades. At the time of her death in 1875, at the 
age of95, fifty-two great grandchildren survived Madame Jarrot. Although many of the Jarrot descendants 
remained in the area and retained an interest in the house and community, the future of the mansion, its owners 
and use would fluctuate for the next one hundred years. 

Sheltered within the Mississippi valley region of the Northwest Territory, the French colonial culture and 
traditions of the early 19th century borrowed from the French Canadian and Caribbean building styles and 
methodologies to respond to the frontier environment. Generally referred to as palisade construction the early 
French coloniif oi 9ahokia used a series of vertical wood postSeither directly inserted into the earth or onto a 
wood sill as ~ctural foundatioJ:\&ftfte ri@i9Aal architectwe. Twenty years after his arrival ~Cahokia and 
in stark contrast to the local architectural genre, Nicholas Jarrot chose to manifest the design and aesthetics of a 
building expression still scarce, isolated and somewhat alien to the distant regions of the Northwest Territory. 

· · · briefl can s the histo · d 
Missi · p · · v ys th~··~-

onal his oric fa ·c. , 

The origin of the French influence on the development and early colonization of the Mississippi River valley 
can be traced to the arrival of French settlers to the Atlantic coast of what is now eastern Canada. Arriving in 
the early 17th century, the settlers came not only with the necessary physical provisions for building a new 
colony but also the political, social and religious components of their homeland. The new colonies constituted 
as small segments of French culture transported to the North American wilderness. A key component to the 
establishment of the settlements was the primary knowledge of construction Although skilled in the methods 
of their European building traditions, the new environment demanded revisions to their existing building 
customs and techniques. 

1\dditionally, the placement and planning of a new village would require careful consideration to street axis, the 
placement of the town square, civic structures and the allocation of lands for private dwellings. 

~t\ t\o'Q.$ 
The evolutio f construction in New France began with the recreation of two building types. Strongly 
influenced b ~ metlelii affgw~ the construction of institutional buildings remained uniform and 
impersonal; a~hering to the predominate use of stone and masonry as a building material. On the other hand, 
the construction of private dwellings reflected the variablJ'nuance of tile frontier environment. Alternative 
solutions for this building cype were greatly influenced biilij ~erials and resources of the North American 

.7 

~ · 



NPS Form I 0-900 USDIINPS NRHP Registration Fonn (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024..0018 

PROPERTY NAME Page 18 
United States Dq:rt:ncnt of the lnterioc, National Parlt Service . National Register of Historic Places RT;tration Form 

continent. 27 While the depletion of the wooded regions of France had led to stone replacing wood as a 
dominate building material, the forests of New France were abundant with mature stands of a variety of wood 
species.28 Wood quickly became the principal material for New France dwelling construction. 

The earliest and most widespread type of domestic structure built in New France was the maison en colombage 
whose ancestor was the medieval half-timbered house of northwestern Europe.29 Beginning with a wood frame, 
a series of upright timbers or hand-hewn posts were seated in a base sill or directly into the earth. 30 In the early 
17th century (1630), the majority of private dwelling in the territorial villages of Quebec, Montreal and Trois 
Rivieres were built using half-timbered colombage as a construction solution. 31 However several early 
co/ombage variations soon evolved. Colombage pierrote incorporated fewer hand sawn wood uprights with a 
greater percentage of stone infill. As colonies spread along the St. Lawrence River valley, suitable building 
stone became scarce andl)\rmore difficult to obtain. Timbers from the abundant forest were used in greater.,., 
numbers to create the structural enclosures. Colombage bousille', especially popular in the mid 17th century 
fishing colonies of Acadia (Nova Scotia), increased the number of undressed timbers, creating a series of 
closely spaced voids filled with a mixture of stone, mud and clay. At the end of the 17th century, a variety of 
refined timber and masonry construction techniques were used as standard solutions to the growing 
colonization in New France. As new construction developments would emerge in New France, the former 
derivatives of colombage bousille' would dominate the French colonization of the Mississippi River valley. 

From the late 17th century t the~mid 18th century, the colonists of New France advanced across the southern 
lake and river regions oft northwest frontier. Following the paths of the Native Americans, French explorers 
such as Rene' Robert Ca ier Sieur de La Salle, Samuel de Champlain, Louis Jolliet and Father Jacque' ~ 
Marquette were introducea to the sweeping span of the lower Great Lakes and the greater Mississippi River 
valley. This continental expansion required the transmission of construction methodologies to accommodate 
the settlers in securing the land. By the late 17th century, the building fabric of the New France colonies had 
evolved to more refined levels. Private dwellings of New France were constructed using a method~ called 
pieces de bois sur pieces de bois; a process of inserting sawn or hewn timbers horizontally between broad 
spaced vertical post, creating a form of timber infill within a (vertical) modular framework. As construction 
techniques advanced in New France, the extension of the French influence to the mid Mississippi valley frontier 
required the re/application of rudimentary construction techniques in order to harness the unexplored 
environment. Building methods used in 17th century Acadia resurfaced as a form of colombage. Known as 
poteaux sur so/Je and poteaux en terre, these methodologies consisted of closely spaced vertical timbers 
inserted either directly into the soil or notched into a base sill plate; the remaining voids were then filled with a 
stone and mud mortar. Conceived as a means to establish temporary shelter quickly and without a skilled labor 
force, the processes became an integral and lasting contributor to the regional architectural foundation well into 
the mid 19th century. 
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citizen of Cahokia and would spend the next twenty years 
By 1807, Jarrot had attained over 25,000 acres oflan 
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National R . 

homestead. , Nicholas Jarrot created a structure 
completely detached from the regional French col 'al genre an trm y ro ted in the promising future of an 
emerging American nation. As a religious re in Baltimore, Jarrot lived among the developing tides of 
political change as they affected the arch it e expression of the city and country. The development of the 
Federal style as a rebellion to the Geor · expression would come to represent the building aesthetic of a 
fledging democracy. As a tenant i e newly established territorial government, the Jarrot Mansion was an 
early manifestation of an · democracy at the far rim of the Northwest Territory. 

- . . . . . . • ~0 • 

P. The Jarrot Mansion is nationally signifi.cant as · · of ;4merican ~D. .tA 

architectural aesthetic. The mansion ~vidence t~f;;the evolution of a 19th century America within th 
frontier environment of the Northwest Territory 
A. As a harb;:;per of an American architecture within the territorial region-:v;;Jarrot Mansion is 1MH8tMily 
·ifi~t ct one of the few extant solid masonry structures constructed during the early development of the 
Northwest Territory. ~ ~ 
~ lh!latstill9 its ~tant stmru:\he Jarrot Mansion Ja ltafirmaUy ~t[plijl981'tt becat:tSe the be;tly of its 8f'iginal 19/k 
6!~.:~ta~ tiksig,Piegrity has remained inJ;Pct for 190 years; its current appearance and conditiodshow little 

~~nge i# the 1810 completion. 'f 

hauoJJQ~ signifkf!!!t as a manifestation ofthe trQJJSmissioJJ ~£1114 Ameriean arehitutwai aeslhelic. 
Although the ftrst one hundred years of its existence ( 1699-1799) established Cahokia as an enterprising 
settlement, the village as a whole remained will£alty recalcjtrant t~deas and styles of an angl~~an ~ 

.adt.e. In particular, as the business and social elite of ~ahokia would continueiVln 
e~olutionary course of the F~ench ~olonial styles., t?o•.ewu ~· qo~eQJJX swf' stJ~~ a19a'pie~9is Sf1f' 
pteees dB bois., ete1. new amvals hke Jarrot would remvent thetr mdivtdual expresston of style, va u .aR&-

· ~oJ:tA.- ~ 

As a~Parisian refug~and a resident ofBaltimore, Maryland, Ja ot was exposed to and abeorbed the 
architectural influences of the 18th century European and early colo · I environmtn~ Prior to tbe · 

~volutionary War, Baltimore architecture of t?r mid-to-late 1780s · o e growing influence of a 
classical tradition as a provincial extension of~oclassicism in Euro . 1:He)esignl took the form of the 

~Georgian architectural style common in the mid-Atlantic and south m colonies during the English occupation. 
~/'Dynastically referred to as Ge!Jlgian, the term was derived from th architecture constructed during the reign of 

\

King George the 1st ofEngland; c. 1714-1830. While the term a broad array of interpretations and 
influences of that time period, it is not a specific referenc to a singular prominent element or influence of the 

IJ}eorgian dynasty. The term (Christopher)Wren-Baroqu more accurately reflects the influence and style made 
popular in England and the American colonies before the Revolutionary War. The architecture, characterized 
by a formal arrangement of parts, employed a symmetrical composition enriched with a variety of classical 

~ ~ 
Gabled roofs, modillioned cornices, comer quoining, predominately solid masonry wall construction,Gouble ~ 
hung sash windows doorways with transoms and entry side lights comprised an aesthetic that was Ii~~d with 
and 8jVe evidence 1)>, an established fMlt! ··umtAal prosperous urban society. 

())It_.. 'b ' 
Subsequent to the end of the Revolutionary War, c. 1781, the popular Wren-Baroque architectural style was 
viewed as a direct descendant and overt reminder of British colonial rule. While soemettts of the establislwa 
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Nati ally_ 1 nifi as e the exta solid sonry s c es b · opment of 
the r west errito . . ~ 
Su sequent to its completion in 1810, tit'Jarro ansionjoined a small collection ofmulti-wythed, solid 

} masonry brick structures located within~the river valleys of the Northwest Territory. Viewed by the French 
L territorial citizens as another alien invasiOn, the American styled buildings shared several distinctive design 

S features. Predominately, the building exterior was composed of site.formed brick masonry units instead of the 
commonly found wood palisade or wood frame ass~mbiies. The dwellings were further distinguished by a 
formal center hall/double pile floor plan, a single gabled roof profile and double hung multi-light sash windows. 
These characteristics were a clear departure from the French Colonial tradition of single (one-story) colombage 

structures with low broad double pitched roofs, French styled doors and windows and open porch gale~t~ ~ 
While the transmission of early architectural styles was a significant component in the evolution and growil of 
the n~tion, ~t i~ of particular ~terest to note those stru~tures that were regi~ contemporaries of the Jarrot 
Mansion wtthm the boundanes of the Northwest Territory. 

The Mound House, Duncan Falls, Ohio: 
Completed c.1820, the Mound House was designed and constructed by James Taylor, an entrepreneur and 
plantation owner from Virginia. The Mound House is a two-story solid masonry building constructed on a 
sixty-foot elevation rise. Similar to the Jarrot Mansion, the plan form is a center hall-double pile design. The 
center hall is further defined by a free-standing spiral stair supported from the existing attic wood scaffolding. 
Four~ chimneys and a gabled slate roof complete the building enclosure. The Mound House differs form the 
Jarrot Mansion in that a two story columned rear porch and extension was added c. 1860 to form an "L" 
configured wing to the original house design. 

The accessibility and availability of limestone from the Ohio River valley regions resulted in several Federal 
~ structures constructed in local stone. 
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The Stone Academy, Zanesville, Ohio: 
Completed in 1809, this stone structure was to be the home for the legislative seat for the newly created state of 
Ohio. When the capital seat was awarded to the city of Columbus, the house was subsequently used as a ~ 
meeting place for various political and civic groups. Although completed one year earlier than the Jarrot( the 
Stone Academy incorporates a greater variety of refined building components than~vident in its Cahokian 
cousin . .(Still wqiJiug/Qr info on the pkl'lfcrm, qnd dekfil's ofdeae~ ipti91'1fi'tmt Qhio S/:1?0; 

c po 'es e ot i 
~~ 

Henry French House,tfudiana: 
Although completed much later than the J arrot Mansion, the French House is similar in material and detailing 
to the mansion in Cahokia. Dated c. 1832, this sparely detailed Federal style;f building was constructed of site 
formed brick and incorporated Flem~bru~d coursing on its two story front elevation. Elements incorporated 
into this design not seen in the Jarro)!nc u e rubbed brick jack arches at the window and doors and the use of 
dormers inserted into the saddle root profile. Originally designed with 6/6 double hung sash win6Qws, 
subsequent modifications have reduced the window pattern to one/one . .I'w Heae' French Honse i& 9B tBe 
~tianat'Plgister. 

Abbott-HoUiay ( sp?) Farm, Bethlehem, Indiana: ... 
Completed c. 1830~ 

Within the Illinois region of the Mississippi River valley, 
contemporaries !\, the Jarrot Mansion. To date, only the 

Unfortunately~ within and adjacent to the Mississippi 
\Yirtually eliminate~ 'St:N· .r:»u.~ 
/fhe Samuel Judy Houset Breese Dlinois c. 1808. 7. 

1-
The first capital building of illinois, Kaskaskia, lllinois c. 

At its completion at the beginning of the 19th century, the 
f. structure surrounded by several out-buildings of the 

briCk re~t/near mass combined with 12/12 double hung 
survived t e lineage of 19th and early 20th century stewards, the Jarrot Mansion continues 

,..,.,;;W,IIi"1."0 

the primary architecture of early solid masonry construction within the Northwest Territory. 
mansion accommodated a variety of building programs and style preferences, the dominant components of~ 
architectural integrity (massing, exterior material, fenestration and roofline) have prevailed. 
'fhe f6ll0Vfiftg is a brief~ttmmary of the more pred9minant ehtlftges t6 the Jarrot !.ftW~ige &Ver time. 

"ttubsequent to the death of Nicholas Jarrot in 1820, his widow, Julie continued to reside in the mansion. In __-/ 
1823, presumably for general maintenance reasons, an additional oai wood shingle roof was installed directly 
above the existing original wood shingle assembly. One year later, a red oxide pigment mixed in a linseed oil 
base was applied as the finish to the roof By the 1840s, although still owned by the Jarrot family, Julie Jarrot 
had vacated the mansion and relocated to St. Louis, Missouri. Between 1844 and 1851, the original wood entry 
stoop- havimz weathered renetitive river floods. was renlaced with a Greek Revival desism. 
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The Stone Academy, Zanesville, Ohio: 
Completed in 1809, this stone structure was to be the home for the legislative seat for the newly created state of 
Ohio. When the capital seat was awarded to the city of Columbus, the house was subsequently used as a ~ 
meeting place for various political and civic groups. Although completed one year earlier than the Jarrotf the 
Stone Academy incorpor~tes a greater variety of refined building components than~vident in its Cahokian 
cousin . .(Stili waiJing.for infn on the pk11:~form, and delail~ ofdesel ipti8R;fo81ft 014iP S#PQI 

es 
c po · es t e ot nsi 

~~ 
Henry French House,tfudiana: 
Although completed much later than the Jarrot Mansion, the French House is similar in material and detailing 
to the mansion in Cahokia. Dated c. 1832, this sparely detailed Federal stylel building was constructed of site 
formed brick and incorporated Flem~th~d coursing on its two story front elevation. Elements incorporated 
into this design not seen in the Jarro~ilcmae rubbed brick jack arches at the window and doors and the use of 
dormers inserted into the saddle root profile. Originally designed with 6/6 double hung sash win6Q.ws, 
subsequent modifications have reduced the window pattern to one/one. Jhe Rene' French Honse ii 9ft the 
"tJ.at~ster. 

Abbott·Holltay ( sp?) Farm, Bethlehem, Indiana: ... 
Completed c. 1830, 

Within the Illinois region of the Mississippi River valley, several structures were solid masonry building 
contemporaries !\:he Jarrot Mansion. To date, only the Jarrot Mansion remains extant. 

Unfortunately~ within and adjacent to the Mississippi River valley regions of southern Illinois have been 
\Yirtually eliminate~ Sw·JN.uA ~ 
/fhe Samuel Judy House, Breese lllinois c. 1808. 7. 
t . 
The first capital building of lllinois, Kaskaskia, Illinois c. 1818 

Nattrma/I;J si.S'~if.lg€JRras a sltuczure wfzose ortginal a1 clzitt:ctnml mtegnty has sutvtvedfoi }9{} yem s. 
At its completion at the beginning of the 19th century, the Jarrot Mansion was a free-standing solid masonry 

~ structure surrounded by several out-buildings of the greater estate. Its most striking features were the simple 
brick rec~inear mass combined with 12/12 double hung wood windows and a modest gable roofline. Having 
survived t e lineage of 19th and early 20th century stewards, the Jarrot Mansion continues~~._evidence w ~ 
the primary architecture of early solid masonry construction within the Northwest Territory. tlibugh the 
mansion accommodated a variety of building programs and style preferences, the dominant components of~ 
architectural integrity (massing, exterior material, fenestration and roofline) have prevailed. 
1'he f6llcmiftg is a brief~ttsnnary of the mare predeminant ehaages t6 th:e Jarrot Mansiga 9¥ef time. 

"tsubsequent to the death ofNicholas·Jarrot in 1820, his widow, Julie continued to reside in the mansion. In ~ 
1823, presumably for general maintenance reasons, an additional oa' wood shingle roof was installed directly 
above the existing original wood shingle assembly. One year later, a red oxide pigment mixed in a linseed oil 
base was applied as the finish to the roof By the 1840s, although still owned by the Jarrot family, Julie Jarrot 
had vacated the mansion and relocated to St. Louis, Missouri. Between 1844 and 1851, the original wood entry 
stoop. having weathered reoetitive river floods. was reolaced with a Greek Revival design.. 
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The raised porch included a pediment roof with simple columns, capitals, balustrades and rails secured t-o a 
wood floor and sub-structure below. 

Between 1860 and 1880, under the management of Jarrot's daughter, Ortance, a third wood shingle roof with 
extended eave and gable overhangs was added to the existing layers. By 1885, the Greek Revival porch, having 
survived for over 30 years, was demolished and replaced with a Victorian style/ porch design. The porch roof, 
now revised from gabled to flat, accommodated the decorative roof and porch balustrades and ornamental 
scrollwork typical of a Victorian expression. Corbelled chimney caps replaced the original brick banding. 
Later in the 1888, an additional fourth roof system; a standing metal seam roof, was installed over the pre
existing (three) roof assemblies. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, the mansion was leased to the Holy Family Catholic Parish of Cahokia. 
The parish used the mansion as a parochial school building. Once again, stylistic preferences were imposed 
upon the building. The standing metal seam roof, now over twenty years old, was replaced with a pantile roof, 
while the existing sub-layers of wood shingles were left intact. The chimney caps were striped of the 
decorative corbel brick and the ornamental scrollwork of the porch'balustrades and column capitals were 
streamlined to reflect the Classical revival influence within the region. Again in 1942, the roof cladding, 
chimney caps and entry porch designs were modified. At this point, all of the pre-existing shingle roof 
assemblies were finally removed a~..!!t~G eave/gable overhangs were returned to their original dimension and 
profile. A clay tile roof, adopted fef'ffi.epopular re-building of colonial Williamsburg was installed on the Jarrot 
Mansion roof.as &link with an:d tteltJ~gvAed~~m gfthe l'ltiKentury co1oniale3f)IW.. The Classicall~erived ~si~ 
porch design, originally constructed in 1898 was also re-worked~,942 . At that time the porch piers, originally A~1 
constructed of wood were replaced with a continuous brick band. "' 

In 1943, the pioneer aviator and founder of Parks College~ahokia, Oliver Parks purchased the mansion from 
the Holy Family Parish. Intending to convert the buildinS\nto his private reside~ce, Parks made only minor 
revisions before donating the building t~y Family in 1945. Used as a Catholic convent until the late 1960s, 
the Village of Cahokia purchased the property in 1975. In 1980, the mansion was donated to the State of 
Illinois where it has since remained as an historic landmark listed on the National Register. During the mid to 
late 1980s, the roof and porch of the J arrot Mansion was restored to the original 1810 design. fa. Q~ 
The Williamsburg clay tile roof was removed and replaced with an oak wood shingle with a 4.5" exposure and~ 
red oxide with linseed oil finish. Additionally, the classical porch was replaced with a wood frame stoop and 
steps in place today. 

For the past 190 years, the Jarrot mansion, havin~ariety o~ectural ~~Holds, has 
maintained the core design elements critical to its national significance; that of a solid masonry structure, 
influenced by the emergence of the Federal style and constructed in t:at early settlement of the Northwest 
Territory. ~ 
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se it is the mani · n of an early solid 
; the Federal style, and located 

U~WN~~(i'l~~O/AJ.- one of the earl rritorial structures linked with a developing 
monwealth. 

In stark contrast to the vernacular and often transient genre offr- construction, the Jarrot Mansion gave 
evidence to the rise of a new sense of architectural integri , orth and distinction, rooted in the surge of a 
national identity. The idea/concept/desire, transplant to a removed and implausible environment, aided in 
the cultural expansion and evolution of the fronti . 
The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant a rm early 19th century vehicle of an architectural expression 
unique to the development of a nation. 

Unwilling to accept the customs oft t! French colonial building tradition, Jarrot adopted a design that would 
demonstrate his deep commitme to and belief in the American principles. The Jarrot Mansion is significant 
as a National Landmark beca e it gives evidence to an individual expression for independence. 
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The original owner was Major Nicholas Jarrot who began his pretentious 
brick residence in 1799. When it was finished in 1806 he moved in with his 
wife, the former Julia Beauvais of Ste. Genevieve whom he married in 1797, 
their several children, and slaves. She came from one of the wealthiest and 
most influential families in the French colony. 

Nicholas Jarrot was born in 1764 at Vesoul, France. Difficulties 
associated with the French revolution caused him to emigrate to America in 
1790 where he landed at Baltimore, visited New Orleans an~ then traveled up 
river to the French settlement in Illinois. He was there by 1793 when he 
purchased property at Cahokia and probably married his first wife, Marie 
Barbeau of Prairie du Rocher. She died a few years later leaving him a 
daughter, Elsie, who in 1811, married a Dr. Tiffin • 

Jarrot built his house across from the Holy Family Church, still standitg 
but on another site next to the house, and remained one of its foremost 
parishoners until his death in 1820. In 1803-04 he assisted with prelimina~ 
arrangements for the Lewis and Clark expedition. Among those persons who 
visited the house were Shadrock Bond, first governor of Illinois, Lafayette 
when he visited America in 1825 and probably Pierre Menard whose somewhat 
later house in the French atyle still stands near Kaskaskia. 

The house survived three earthquakes in 1811, 1812 and 1818, and 
numerous floods, including the especially disastrous one of 1844. Mme.Jarrot 
died in St. Louis in 1875 at the age of ninety-five. 

DESCRIPTION 
The Jarrot House is built on a rectangular plan, 33x51', with outer 

walls of solid brick rising from stone foundations. There is a report that 
the foundations were originally black walnut timbers embedded in charcoal, 
but if so there is no evidence today. Flemish bond was used for the front 
walls with the side and rear walls laid up in a six-course common bond. No 
doubt the original gable roof was surfaced with wood shingles. In the late 
nineteenth-century the roof was sheet-metal. This was replaced by tile in 
the twentieth, and finally by asphalt shingles in a restoration by Guy Study 
after 1945. Windows are irregularly spaced across the front to respond to 
interior planning. Elsewhere the windows occur in nearly perfect formal 
patterns. Evidently the lights were always subdivided into twelve panes 
over twelve. It is said that much of the original glass imported from France 
is still in place. 

Three major changes have been introduced to the exterior elevations 
over the years. In a drawing of about 1842 there is no front porch. Some
time thereafter, probably before 1880, a porch with decorative railings was 
added. It was replaced between 1893 and 1903 with a more sober porch having 
four corinthian columns ( the capitals had disappeared when the building was 
surveyed by HABS in 1934), of which the two ·outermost responded to corinthi~~ 
pilasters applied to the front wall. This porch was restored by Guy Study 
after 1945. 

Apparently Study also replaced the front door frame at the same time 
with one copied from the existing rear door. That door has pilasters on 
either side of a bi-valve door with five lights arranged horizontally above 
it. The HABS drawings show the front door as it appeared during their 
survey in the 1930's, without the lights above it. 
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Study replaced what was probably the original wooden cornice with a 
more ornate one with dentils on the front and rear. On the gables he subs
tituted a thinner raking cornice for the wider one originally there. Why 
Study made these changes can only be guessed at but one supposes that with 
the classic revival porch he felt the aesthetic need for a richer cornice. 
On the sides he probably found the wider cornice partly covering the attic 
windol-IS not to his taste. 

The ground floor is divided in three sections by sixteen-inch brick 
walls run~ing front to rear. The central space must always have served as a 
hall and perhaps doubled as dining room for banquets. It has a period stair 
case and fireplace. On either side of the hall there were two rooms of 
unequal size. Those on the west side have been made into one by removal of 
the partition originally separating them. The HABS surveyor believed the 
one in the southwest corner served as dining room because of its relation 
to a stairway under the main stairs that communicated with the kitchen in 
the basement under the central hall. 

According to most reports, upstairs there was a ballroom across the 
front of the house. That left only two bedrooms about 10xl2 feet each in 
the rear corners. Above was an attic within the trusses of the gable roof. 
Needless to say all construction was pegged. Black walnut was used for 
structural members and for iuterior trim • 
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As the earliest known house still standing in Illinois and one of the 
oldest in the Mississippi Valley, the Jarrot House is extremely important 
to the cultural history of the entire Midwest. Its style, in being based 
on tidewater types of the 18th century, is also rare in Illinois. Not onl~ 
is the Jarrot House one of the earliest remaining buildings in Illinois, 
but it is a design of sophisttcation and refinement, and not merely the 
simple utilitarian structure of the kind one might expect at so early a 
date in so remote a region. It thus shows the degree of wealth and culture 
reached by the French (at this early date) who settled between St. Louis 
and Kaskaskia. Because of the many early settlers, and famous travelers 
associated with the house, it is also of great importance for its historical! 
associations. .-- ··-
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Koeper, Frederick, Il inois Architecture ~ Territorial Times to Present 
University of Chicago Press, 1968. 

Historic American Buildings Survey, 1934. 
"The Cahokia Historic District," a preliminary plan, by Rose J. Boylan,l970 
History of St. Clair County, Illinois, Brin~,McDonough & Co., Philadelphia, 

1881. 
Margaret E. Babb, "The Mansion House of Cahokia & its Builder, Nicholas 

Jarrot," Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society, 1924, 
pp. 78-93. 
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PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART 

Ronald F. 
National ark rvice 
Interior Building 
Washington 25, D. C • 

Dear Ronnie: 

April 23, 1948 

' 

PARKWAY AT 26TH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA ~0 

Thanks for your kind letter and consideration of 
my convenience in making the schedule. 

I shall be sorry to miss Peterson. You will remem
ber our visit to Cahokia when I was in St. Louis in February • 

I was impressed with the historic importance of the 
site and of the buildings there. It is of course unfortunate 
they do not form a more compact group. Even without this I 
think we would be well justified to declare the Church of the 
Holy Family - and also, if desired -- the old" Cahokia Court
house,.;-- to be "of na tiona.l significance 11 , and thus eligible 
for cooperative agreement. 

The Jarrot House, - Anglo-American in t,ype, while not 
of equal importance, is certainly a very rema:rka ble house to 
find on the Mississippi about 1800. It is on the same Church 
property and might be covered in Q1 a declaration of eligibilit7 
of the nHoly Family Church and related antique structures". ~-

The site is near enough to the Saint Louis office so 
that I should think matters regarding it could be handled from 
there with small expense. 

Yours sincerely, 

HG 

I plan to come down on the 7.05 train Thursday, due to arrive 
9.55 EST- but don't know wha.t daylight saving will do to the 
timetables. 

CC: Dr. Waldo G. Leland 
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FROM Cahokia Courthouse PHJNE 1'[). 

071XX/98 

Mrs. Carol Shull - Keeper Of the National Register 
National Historic Landmarks Survey 
National Parks Service 
1849 C Street N.W . Room NC400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Re: National landmark Nomination 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
Construction dates: 1807-1810 
Saint Clair County Cahokia, Illinois 

Dear Mrs. Shull, 

618 332 1737 Jul. 16 1998 H~: 15AM P2 
. ;~ -. 

Having received our National Register designation, we are continuing our Historic Preservation focus by 
seeking a National landmark nomination for the Jarrot Mansion of Cahokia, Illinois 
The site, named for its first owner and builder Nicholas Jarrot- a French imrtligrant, is situated within the 
historic French Colonial district of Southern Illinois along the Mississippi River. 

The Jarrot Mansion is a nationally signifiCant component part of the historic 8'/0iution of the mid
Mississippi river valley. It is a harbinger in the growth of the physical, social and cultural influences that 
helped &hape this region. Additionally, the mansion design, style and material selection is nationally 
significant because it represents the precipitate introduction of a specific genre of construction into the 
expansive and isolated environment af the old Northwest T enitory. The building is a visible product of 
the way in which people, ideas, and cultures were initially transplanted to the frontier. 

When first considering the question of the National landmark nomination submittal, Carolyn Pitts, the 
Architectural Historian for Nationai landmarks - History Division visited the site and strongly encouraged 
us to submit the property for nomination consideration. 

Since then, we have continued to clarify our project preservation focus by carefully examining and 
selecting the degree of restoration required andfor desired for the site. 

We have enclosed an abbreviated infonnation package which outlines the statement of significance, 
personal and site related histories and conditions of the site_ 

Should you have any questions or comments. please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

cc; Ann Swallow; Nl.rtional Register Coordinator for the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
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07110198 

Site of NatiOnal Significance: 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, Illinois 

Location: 
124 East First Street 
Saint Clair County 
Caholda, Illinois 

Ownership: 
State of Illinois, managed by; 
The Illinois Historic Preser\'ation Agency 
11 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Statement of Significance: 

618 332 1737 Jul. 16 1998 10: 16AM P3 
. ~-

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, completed in 1810, is an impressive two-story Federal styled, masonry 
structure - historically significant because it represents the early arrival of the post revolutionary 
Federal style architecture to the frontier Northwest Territory. Prior to the construction of the Jarrot 
Mansion, the regional construction methods consisted d wood frame potecnJX sur solle (post on sill) 
structure with pierrotage (mud and stone) infill, exterior wall stucco, casement windoWs, french style 
doors and steep sloping-double pitched shingled roofs. 
Nicholas Jarrot's decision to re-create his impressions of the developing Federal style architecture 
was a clear departure fmm the local tradition as well es a hatbinger of the coming spirit of national 
expansionism. 
The building, having had only four (4) previous owners, has survived three major earthquakes and 
five floods. At 188 years of age, the extant Jarrot mansion is an historic anchor d the early regional 
development and should be recognized as a principal component in the expansion and growth of the 
mid Mississippi River valley. 

History: 
Nicholas Jarrot -1764 -1820; Lawyer, judge and appointed major in the territorial militia during the 
War of 1812. Entreprenuer, land speculator. 
Jarrot. a native Fl"*lehmen of Vesoul, Franche Conte, to the United States in 1789. AniVit'lQ in 
Baltimore, Jarrot spent the next two years working with the Catholic seminary before leaving the city 
to relocate to New Orleans in 1791. Eager to establish himself, Jarrot ultimately relocated to the 
village of Cahokia in what was known as Illinois Country in 1793. 
Bringing his impressions of the developing post war architectural styles of Baltimore, Jarrot 
commissioned a residential structure that would represent an independent expression of the new 
nation. The design was a majcw departure from the potaaux sur solle construction (which was 
common in the French colonial river region), in that the masonry; material, construction and 
minimalist expression was an • American• manifestation and a prear.;or of the future cultural and 
architectural expansion of the area. 

Cahokia - a Catholic mission, ast. in 1699 near the tribal lands of the Tamaroa and Cahokia 
(llliniwek) Indians. Subsequent to its astablishment as a Catholie mission, Cahokia grew to become 
a French eoloni:al village, with strategie connactions to the emerging fur trapping and river 
transportation and related industries. As the fur trade and river traffic increased, trappers, fanners 
and merchants settled the area. In 1787, Cahokia was named the county seat of Saint Clair County 
in the Northwest Territory. Cahokia continued to serve the needs of the Northwest Territory until 
1814 when the government saat was relocated to the village of Belleville. 
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Constructed between 1807 and 1810, the Jarrot Mansion is a two story, Federal styled, gabled roof, 
brick structure which represents the ear1y arrival of an emerging American architectural style to a 
frontier territory_ As one of the oldest examples of non traditional construction, the building also 
embodies the integrity of local materials used in concert with the developing frontier craftsmanship_ 

The Plan: 
Entry Level - The double pile plan consist of an entry level center hall flanked by pairs of small 
rooms on each side_ 
The room interiors consist d plastered wall and ceiling finishes with continuous, painted, wood chair 
rail profiles secured to the walls. Short IMf yellow pine ftoor boards in regular and random widths 
are used throug~ut the entry levet 
Fireplaces w/ a variety of wood mantels and limestone hearths fuc!!!tated th~ he;rt~g requirements 
All rooms were vootitated by the 12/12 double hung windows. Although there is oo formal record 
there is substantial eYidence that the first floor rooms were thought to be allocated for parlor 
entertaining and sieeping_ The cer.ter hall with front and rear French doors access was used for 
both entry, circulation and dining. A fireplace in the cellar was used for cooking_ 
The interiors stairs are vertically stacked (relatively) frorn the cellar to the entty level and secor;d 
floor to attiC. The main stairway from the entry to the second floor level is constrL:dsd to service the 
ballroom entry area as well as the rear sleeping room. 
Second floor - The second levol consist of larger, more pubtic roorTI$ The ball room and drawing 
room span the entire front face of the building while the rear two rooms may have been additional 
sleeping rooms. 

The Exterio.--: 
1l1e exterior- walls are construded of hand pressed, site - low fired, red bricks_ The four wythe brick 
assembly yields about a sixteen inch wall thickness. The bricks, unpaioted, are set in both Flemish 
and common bond patterns_ The decorative Flemish bond is used at two c! ~~ ~ p1~\r. ~~ 
~fliJe the Wfiis-non bond patten is placed at remaining exposures. As the site kilo was being di~ 
~led. the ioterior bricks of the kilo, glazed and dar1<ef in color, wef9 integrated into the common 
bond wall patta.-n; creating a striped appearanca at the side and rear facades. 
Tiia gabled roor asse.-nbly consist of hand split oak shingles, dentil cornice work at the- eave ends 
aoo a ser.e:; c! ~.rcc b:'idu:him.-,cys. Additionally, the roof shingles were treated with a linseed oil/ 
iron oxide application to make the wood tiles appear more red ( as in red clay tile) in a~3r~~
Thc W: ... ~ ~roe des(~ a: ~2'~~. ±-...:b!e h!..r.Q sash units with only the lower sash being wetghted 
and operable_ While the exterior window frame and sill profiles are flush with ~ '="xterior fac..ad~. th@ 
~~iC!" ~-!!'~ ~ se! into a series cf wood panels at the head and jamb and painted_ 
All windows W8l1! originally shuttered_ 

The Emrirvns: 
In addition to the mansion ,the site includes a small ooo stOJY gabled st~ w~IIM .sp~ ~~ 
pre-..umed to be used fer ~a cf dairy products. 1he adjacent lots, once part of the large land 
hokiings of the Jarrot estate, were dona"~ by Jarrot to the Catholl~ cl-ti.lf..-;.'1_ ~ .. J"t.h tho;. ~tiU(t· of 
th3 ~ngs ·af -t.~ Ct-~~ cf the Holy Family, (including the 1799 log churdl, a Nationallat dmark). 
the area remains open, undisturbed and used for ttw. ch~ f&it 3.--.d pl~y g;~ol .~t-:.d» . 
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Summary: 
The Jarrot Mansion should be nominated as a national landmark because; 

- It is one of the early and extant physical manifestations of American expansionism. 

- It gives evidence to a parochial frontier culture confronting a new cnn!drudinn influP.nr.A 

- It ilh ·~rates thA c-.nmmitment on the part of both the owner and builder to a create a buUding of 
significant integrity and craftsmanship. 
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~ois Historic 
·---· Preservation Agency 

11!11 Old State Capitol Springfield, Illinois 62701 (217) 782-4836 

Suite 4-900 State of Illinois Center 100 W. Randolph Chicago, IL 60601 

07/17/98 

Mrs. Carol Shull - Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
National Parks Service 
1849 C Street N.W. Room NC400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Re: National Landmark Nomination 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
Construction dates: 1807 - 1810 
Saint Clair County, Cahokia, Illinois 

Dear Mrs. Shull, 

(312) 814-1 409 

Having received our National Register designation, we are continuing our Historic Preservation focus by 
seeking a National Landmark nomination for the Jarrot Mansion of Cahokia, Illinois. The site, named for 
its first owner and builder Nicholas Jarrot, a French immigrant, is situated within the historic French 
Colonial District of Southern Illinois along the Mississippi River. 

The Jarrot Mansion is a nationally significant component of the historic evolution of the mid-Mississippi 
river valley. It is a harbinger in the growth of the physical , social and cultural influences that helped 
shape this region. Additionally, the mansion's design, style and composition are nationally significant 
because they represent the precipitate introduction of a specific genre of construction into the expansive 
and isolated environment of the old Northwest Territory. The building is a visible product of the way in 
which people, ideas, and cultures were initially transplanted to the frontier. 

When first considering the question of the National Landmark nomination submittal, Carolyn Pitts, the 
Architectural Historian for National Landmarks - History Division visited the site and strongly encouraged 
us to submit the property for nomination consideration. 

Since then, we have continued to clarify our project preservation focus by carefully examining and 
selecting the degree of restoration required and/or desired for the site. 

We have enclosed an abbreviated information package which outlines the statement of significance, 
personal and site related histories, and conditions of the site. 

Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to call myself or the site manager, 
Molly McKenzie at 618-332-1782. 

-d::~ 
Jane Rhetta 

cc: Ann Swallow; National Register Coordinator for the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
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Site of National Significance: 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, Illinois 

Location: 
124 East First Street 
Saint Clair County 
Cahokia, Illinois 

Ownership: 
State of Illinois, managed by; 
The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
#1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Statement of Significance: 
The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, completed in 1810, is an impressive two-story Federal styled, masonry 
structure - historically significant because it represents the early arrival of the post revolutionary 
Federal style architecture to the frontier Northwest Territory. Prior to the construction of the Jarrot 
Mansion, regional designs consisted of wood frame poteaux sur solle (post on sill) structure with 
pierrotage (mud and stone) infill, exterior wall stucco, casement windows, french-style doors and 
steep sloping, double-pitched shingled roofs. 
Nicholas Jarrot's decision to build a house based on his impressions of the developing Federal style 
architecture was a clear departure from the local tradition as well as a harbinger of the coming spirit 
of national expansionism. 
The building, having had a total of four (4) owners, has survived three earthquakes over 8.0 on the 
Richter scale and five floods. 188 years old, the extant Jarrot mansion is an historic anchor of the 
early regional development and should be recognized as a principal architectural component in the 
expansion and growth of the mid Mississippi River valley. 

History: 
Nicholas Jarrot - 1764 - 1820; Lawyer, judge, entrepreneur, land speculator and officer in the 
territorial militia. 
Jarrot, a native Frenchmen ofVesoul, Franche Conte, immigrated to the United States in 1789. 
After arriving in Baltimore, Jarrot spent the next two years working at the Catholic seminary before 
leaving for New Orleans in 1791. Eager to establish himself, Jarrot ultimately relocated to the village 
of Cahokia in "Illinois Country" in 1793. · 
Remembering his impressions of the developing post war architectural styles of Baltimore, Jarrot 
commissioned a residential structure that would represent an independent expression of the new 
nation. The design was a major departure from the poteaux sur salle construction ( the standard in 
the French colonial region). The masonry- material, construction and minimalist expression was an 
• American" manifestation and a precursor of the future cultural and architectural expansion of the 
area. 

Cahokia- a Catholic mission, est. in 1699 near the tribal lands of the Tamaroa and Cahokia 
(llliniwek) Indians. Subsequent to its establishment as a Catholic mission, Cahokia grew to become 
a French colonial village, with strategic connections to the emerging river transportation and related 
industries. As the fur trade and river traffic increased, trappers, farmers and merchants settled the 
area. In 1787, Cahokia was named the civic seat of St. Clair County, in the Northwest Territory. 
Cahokia continued in this capacity until1814, when the government seat was relocated to the village 
of Belleville. 
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Condition: 
Constructed between 1807 and 1810, the Jarrot Mansion is a two storey, Federal styled, gabled roof, 
brick structure which represents the early arrival of an emerging American architectural style to a · 
frontier territory. As one of the oldest examples of non-traditional construction, the building illustrates 
the introduction and evolution of new materials and trade skills to the developing frontier culture. 

The Plan 
Entry Level - The double pile plan consist of an entry-level center hall flanked by pairs of small 
rooms. The room interiors consist of plastered wall and ceiling finishes with continuous, painted, 
wood chairrail profiles secured to the walls. Short-leaf yellow pine floor boards in regular and 
random widths are used through-out the entry level. 
Fireplaces with a variety of wood mantels and limestone hearths facilitated the heating 
requirements. All rooms were ventilated by the 12/12 double hung windows. Although no formal 
record exists, there is substantial evidence that the first floor rooms were allocated for oarlor 
entertaining and sleeping. The center hall, with front and rear French door access, was used for 
entry, circulation and dining. Cooking was done in a cellar fireplace. 
The interiors stairs are vertically stacked (relatively) from the cellar to the entry level and from the 
second floor to the attic. The main stairway from the entry to the second floor was constructed to 
service ttie ballroom entrance as well as the rear sleeping room. 
Second floor - The second level consists of larger, public rooms. The ball room and drawing room 
span the entire front face of the building while the two rear rooms may have been additional sleeping 
rooms. 

The Exterior 
The exterior walls are constructed of hand-pressed, low fired, red bricks. The four wythe brick 
assembly yields about a sixteen inch wall thickness. The bricks, unpainted, are set in both Flemish 
and common bond patterns. The decorative Flemish bond is used on two of the more public facades 
while the common bond pattern is placed at remaining exposures. As the site kiln was dis
assembled, the interior bricks of the kiln, glazed and darker in color, were integrated into the common 
bond wall pattern, creating a striped appearance at the side and rear facades. 
The gabled roof assembly consist of hand-split oak shingles, dentil cornice work at the eave ends, 
and a series of three brick chimneys. Additionally, the roof shingles were treated with a linseed oil/ 
iron oxide application to give a red tone to the wood tiles (as in red clay tile). The windows are 
designed as 12/12, double hung sash units, with only the lower sash being weighted and operable. 
While the exterior window frame and sill profiles are flush with the exterior facade, the interior 
windows were set into a series of wood panels at the head and jamb and painted. All windows were 
originally shuttered. 

The Environs 
In addition to the mansion, the site includes a one-storey, stone-walled, gabled spring house 
presumed to be used for storage of dairy products. The adjacent lots, once part of the large land 
holdings of the Jarrot estate, were donated by Jarrot to the Catholic church. With the exception of 
the buildings of the Church of the Holy Family, (including the 1799 log church, a National Landmark), 
the area remains undeveloped and undisturbed. 
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Summary: 
The Jarrot Mansion should be nominated as a national landmark because; 

- It is one of the early and extant physical manifestations of American expansionism. 

- It gives evidence to a parochial frontier culture confronting a new construction influence. 

- It illustrates the commitment on the part of both the owner and builder to a create a building of 
significant integrity and craftsmanship. 

In conclusion, it is our hope that the Jarrot Mansion be seriously considered as a nomination 
candidate for the National Landmark Survey. 
We regard the Jarrot Mansion to be a worthy addition to the respected collection of historic National 
Landmark treasures. 
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Ms. Molly McKenzie 
Site Manager 
J arrot Mansion 
107 Elm Street 
Cahokia, Illinois 62206 

Dear Ms. McKenzie: 

NOV 6 1998 

This is to confirm your conversation with Carolyn Pitts of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
concerning potential National Historic Landmark designation for the Jarrot Mansion and the Cahokia 
Courthouse in Cahokia, Illinois. Since Ms. Pitts has visited both sites, I asked her to review these properties 
for their eligibility in meeting the NHL criteria. 

Ms. Pitts believes that the Jarrot Mansion may have potential in the area of architecture and she would 
encourage you to complete a National Historic Landmark nomination for the property. We will be sending 
you a computer disc containing the nomination form and two sample NHL nominations. The next meeting of 
the National Park System Advisory Board, which reviews potential NHLs and makes recommendations to the 
Secretary of the Interior, will be in the Spring of 1999. In order to be considered for the agenda for that 
meeting, you will need to have your completed nomination, including photographs, maps and any other 
supporting documentation, to our office by January 15, 1999. 

Ms. Pitts does not believe that the Cahokia Courthouse would qualify for National Historic Landmark 
designation. The building has been moved, taken apart, and reconstructed so that it would not meet the test 
of integrity required for NHLs. Therefore, we would not encourage the preparation of a nomination for the 
Courthouse. 

Thank you for your interest in the N a tiona! Historic Landmarks Survey and if you have any further questions 
or need assistance in completing the nomination, please contact Ms. Pitts at 215/597-8875 or Patty Henry at 
202/343-8163. 

Sincerely, 

(Sgd) Carol D. Shull 
Carol D. Shull 
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey and 

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 

cc: Ms. Ann Swallow 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services Division 
One Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

bee: 0001 2200 K. Stevenson 6030 D. Miller 
4560 C. Pitts 
2280 C. Shull; B. Boland; P. Henry; R. Sandoval 
· A. 0 MANSIO (NHL Pending) 
2280 CAHOKIA COURTHOUSE (OSC) 

FNP:Phenry:mg: 10/30/98 
F:\NR-NHL\JARROT.LTR 



04/21/2000 

Ms. Molly McKenzie 
Cahokia Courthouse and Jarrot Mansion State Historic Sites 
1 07 Elm Street 
Cahokia, Illinois 

Re: The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
National Historic Landmark - application submittal 

Molly, 
Pursuant to my conversation with Patty Henry of the NPS on 04/19/2000,please note the 
following prescribed procedures for completing our NHL application: 

• The working or final draft copy is sent to Carolyn Pitts I NPS Philadelphia office first. She 
will conduct the preliminary review. (Include photocopies of the photographs) 

• Subsequent to her recommendations, the application will be approved to proceed to the next 
step. 

• It is my understanding that the final copy (with glossy photos and application disk) will be 
forwarded to the Washington office after Carol has submitted her recommendations. 

In addition, as a means to benchmark where I am in the scheme of completing the application, I 
have enclosed a list of the areas still under modification or revision : 

• The footnotes for "National significance as a manifestation ... ", p.19. 

• The footnotes for the "Nicholas Jarrot" section, p. 16. 

• Remaining descriptions and details: Any areas in red print are being revised or awaiting 
further information from other preservation sources. 

• The complete and formal entry of all footnotes; (i.e. publisher listing and location). 

Anyway, that's all for now. See you on Tuesday. 

~ 
Jane Rhetta 

j.rhetta historic preservation architecture interior design 



transmittal 

Date: 04/28/2000 

To: Patty Henry I NHLS - NPS, Washington DC 

From: Jane Rhetta 

Re: The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
National Historic Landmark- Preliminary Application Submittal 

Dear Patty, 

Pursuant to our conversation on 04/19 and 04/27/2000, a working draft of the Nicholas Jarrot 
Mansion NHL application submittal has been sent to Carolyn Pitts for review and comment. 

In talking with Carolyn on 04/25/00, she recommended you receive a copy of the draft, which is 
enclosed, for your review. 

In addition, a copy of the transmittal letter to Molly McKenzie (IHPA- Cahokia Courthouse State 
Historic Site), is enclosed as a reference on what items are outstanding or incomplete at this 
time. 

Subsequent to incorporating the suggestions and/or revisions we will send the final copy 
(including glossy photos and disk file) to the Washington Office. 

We look forward to your critique. 

Should you have any questions, please call. 

Jane Rhetta 

j.rhetta historic preservation architecture interior design 

t 
i 



transmittal 

Date: 04/28/2000 

To: Carolyn Pitts I NHLS - NPS 
Architectural Review- Philadelphia Pa. 

From: Jane Rhetta 

Re: The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
National Historic Landmark - Preliminary Application Submittal 

Dear Carolyn, 

Pursuant to our conversation on 04/25/2000, enclosed please find a (working draft) copy of the 
NHL application for the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion of Cahokia Illinois. 
Per your request, copies of this draft will also be sent to Patty Henry and Ann Swallow. 

In addition, a copy of the transmittal letter to Molly McKenzie (IHPA- Cahokia Courthouse State 
Historic Site), is enclosed as a reference on what items are outstanding or incomplete at this 
time. 

As discussed with Patty Henry of the NPS I Washington Office, we understand that you will 
conduct the preliminary review. Subsequent to incorporating your suggestions and/or revisions 
we will formally submit the application (including glossy photos and disk file) to the Washington 
Office. 

After several trial runs, we are finally comfortable with the direction of this proposal. 

We took forward to your critique. 

Should you have any questions or comments, please call. 

~~ 
Jane Rhetta 

j.rhetta historic preservation architecture interior design 



transmittal 

Date: 04/28/2000 

To: Ann Swallow /IHPA- Springfield 

From: Jane Rhetta 

Re: The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
National Historic Landmark - Preliminary Application Submittal 

Dear Ann, 

Pursuant to my conversation with Patty Henry/ NPS Washington on 04/19/2000, a working draft 
of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion NHL application submittal has been sent to Carolyn Pitts for 
review and comment. 

In talking with Carolyn on 04/25/00, she recommended you receive a copy of the draft, which is 
enclosed, for your review. 

In addition , a copy of the transmittal letter to Molly McKenzie (IHPA- Cahokia Courthouse State 
Historic Site), is enclosed as a reference on what items are outstanding or incomplete at this 
time. 

Subsequent to incorporating the suggestions and/or revisions we will send the final copy 
(including glossy photos and disk file) to the Washington Office. 

We look forward to your critique. 

Should you have any questions, please call. 

Jane Rhetta 

j.rhetta historic preservation architecture interior design 



Date: 07/05/2000 2:1 0PM 
Sender: Carol Ahlgren 
To: CAROLYN PITTS 
Priority: Normal 
Subject:Jarrot Mansion 

Hello Carolyn! I hope all is well with you . I have been in 
contact 

with Jane Rhetta , who is working on the Jarrot Mansion NHL 
nomination. 

I don't want to complicate this further in terms of 
numbers of 

individuals reviewing it, and her understanding of the 
process .... I 

was wondering , however, if you have been her primary 
contact , and if 

so , what shape you think the nomination is in . I spoke 
with her this 

morning and she seems to think that it will be presented 
to the 

advisory board in the spring (2001). is this accurate? I 
would also be 

interested in hearing what you think of the nomination 
(said that 

alread!) and wonder what comments , if any, I should add at 
this point. 

Any insight will be greatly appreciated . 
thanks 
Carol Ahlgren 



011 08 I 2001 

To: Patty Henry I NRHE I Washington, DC 

Carolyn Pitts I NPS I Philadelphia, PA 

Re: National Historic Landmark Nomination for the 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL. 

Table of Contents: 

1. NHR application text, (1 hard copy) . 

2. NHR application text -disk file, (1- NHR disk). 

• 
3. Photographs of the nomination site I property. ( 1-set of 21) . cc:J~ r=v~ 

4 . USGA area maps. (1-original map of the Cahokia Quadrangle) . 

5. Site survey plan of the building site. (1- copy). 

6. HABS architectural floor plans, elevations and details of the Jarrot Mansion . 

(1 set of 12) 

7. Additional floor plans, elevations and details as documented in the Restoration Inventory 

survey. (1 set of 10) 

8. List of local, regional and state elected officials. ( 1- two page listing) 

9. Additional photocopies submitted in support of the 'regional contemporaries' discussion of 

the Jarrot Mansion. (1 set of 5) 

10. -



NPS Form 10-900 USDVNPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

PROPERTY NAME Page 1 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

The Jarrot Mansion had few building style contemporaries during the early 19th century. The majority of 
known structures built as interpretations of the Federal style were either constructed much later and therefore 
contained a greater degree of stylist refinement or were never documented and are no longer extant. The 
transmission of early architectural styles was a significant component in the evolution and maturation of the 
American nation. It is of particular interest to note and compare those structures that were regional 
contemporaries of the Jarrot Mansion within the boundaries of the Northwest Territory. 

The Stone Academy - Zanesville, Ohio. Built in 1809 
This stone structure was to be home for the legislative seat of the newly created state of Ohio. When the capital 
seat was awarded to Zanesville, the house was subsequently used as a meeting place for various political and 
civic groups. Completed within the same decade as the Jarrot Mansion, the Stone Academy incorporated 
similar design components. The two-story structure with gable roof and end gable chimneys, double hung 
window fenestrations and glass and muntin transoms and entry sidelights, defined the house as an early 
expression of the Federal style structure constructed in stone. 1 

The Mound House - Duncan Falls, Ohio. Completed c. 1830 
The house was initially constructed by James Taylor, an entrepreneur and plantation owner from Virginia. 
Designed as two-story solid masonry building, the house was constructed on a sixty-foot elevation rise, believed 
to have been a Native American mound site. Similar to the Jarrot Mansion, the plan form was a center hall
double pile design with double hung sash windows. The center hall was further defined by a freestanding spiral 
stair supported from the existing attic wood scaffolding. Four (4) chimneys and a gabled slate roof completed 
the building enclosure. The Mound House is extant and is listed on the National Register chronicled as a state 
archaeological site. 2 (Photograph not available at this time.) 

The Levi Coffin-Foreman House- Fountain City, Wayne County, Indiana. Dated at 1827. 
Built by brick mason and carpenter-builder John Wright Johnson, the original structure was built as an' I' 
house with a center hall- single pile plan form. The Coffin-Foreman and Jarrot homes share several Federal 
traits including; brick assembly, roof profile and window fenestrations; all features linked to the interpretations 
of the Federal style. However, the Coffin Foreman House contains subtle design variations that possibly 
indicate a later influence; such as the reduced proportions the second story windows as well as the notable 
cornice returns at the end gable elevations. The Coffin-foreman House is a National Historic Landmark site.3 

Abbott-Holloway Farm- Bethlehem, Clark County, Indiana. Completed c. 1835 
Dated twenty-five years later than the Jarrot Mansion, the two-story, solid masonry structure shared several 
predominate elements of the Federal including: unpainted brick walls, gable roof profile, and similar window, 
transom and sidelight fenestrations. The Abbott-Holloway Farm is listed on the National Register.4 

1 Putnam Historic District. Zanesville, Ohio, District was listed on the 
National Register 06/1975. 
2 Pat Bachert. NRHP form, The Mound House, 06/1979. 
3 Joseph Mendinghall, Park Service Historian, National Historic 
Landmark,10/15/1966. 
4 T, ;=mri':l 'T'l'l t=lVP.r. NRHP form. Ahho t-Ho ll OWi':lV F't=lrm. 1 gg4-
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United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service 

USDIINPS NRHP Registration Fonn (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-00 18 

Page2 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Fonn 

The Samuel Judy House - Goshen Township, Madison County, Dlinois. Dated c. 1808. 
No longer extant, the Judy House was constructed less than 30 miles from the Jarrot Mansion. The design, 
construction and completion date placed the house as a significant contemporary of the Jarrot Mansion as well 
as an early interpretation of the Federal style. Constructed as a two-story solid masonry brick structure, the two 
structures shared numerous similarities including construction methodology, plan form, fenestration pattern, 
window style and roof profile. Demolished in 1932, the Judy House can no longer bear witness to the 
expansion of an early American architectural style. 5 

The First Capitol Building of Dlinois - Kaskaskia, Illinois. Completed c.1818. Flooded I destroyed, 1882-83. 
Built to house the first capital of the new state of Illinois (located in Kaskaskia, IL ), the First Capitol Building 
also shared several dominant design features with the mansion. However, in addition to the similar use of 
windows fenestrations, masonry techniques and gable roof lines, the treatment of the paired chimneys wrapped 
by the continuous parapet wall, was a feature made popular much later in the mid-Mississippi River valley 

. 6 
regiOn. 

5 Leonard Dickmann. The History of Peters Station,Illinois, 1998, 1-2. 
6 RP.t.t.v Mi=lrlrlP.n. Art.s. r:rnrt.s nnd Arr:hitP.r:turP. in P.nrlv T77in ni.s .1974. n4. 



Schultz l\1ansion, 441 Putnam Avenue 
William Schultz commissioned this 26 room 

Georgian Revival house in 1900 for his bride, Ethel Granger. 
The architect was Alfred Granger, Mrs. Schultz's brother. The 
house, surrounded by walls and embellished with mahogany 
interior woodwork, represents the social and stylistic high water 
mark of pre-First World War Putnam architecture- when the 
avenue was lined with elegant and well-tended homes. It boasts 
I 02 windows and eight fire places. 

Mr. Schultz died in 1931 and Mrs. Schultz in 1935; 
she bequeathed the house and the surviving carriage house and 
stables to St. James Episcopal Church, with an endowment for 
its maintenance and provisions for her servants. 

In the mid-1980's the house was purchased by private 
investors a·nd extensively restored. It later passed to other hands 
and is now the home of Schultz Mansion Catering. 

Stone Academy, 115 Jefferson Street 
This imposing stone structure was erected in 1809. Its 

original and secret purpose \vas connected with the hope that it 
would be the legislative seat for the newly-created State of 
Ohio. But that was not to be. Zanesvi lie was the capital for 
only two years before losing out to Columbus. 

The Academy was the site of two conventions of the 
State Abolition Society, which fueled intense rivalry between . 
Putnam and Zanesville because of differing opinions about slav
ery. Rioters attacked the Academy, and one was captured by the 
Abolitionists. When his Zanesville friends found out, 200 men 
set out to free him- ·only to be met at the bridge separating the 
two communities, by 7 brave Putnam men. The sheriff broke 
up thL~ disturbance before any serious injuries occurred. 

I. 



The Stone Academy - Zanesville, Ohio. Built in 1809 
This stone structure was to be home for the legislative seat of the newly created state of Ohio. When the capital 
seat was awarded to Zanesville, the house was subsequently used as a meeting place for various political and 
civic groups. Completed within the same decade as the Jarrot Mansion, the Stone Academy incorporated 
similar design components. The two-story structure with gable roof and end gable chimneys, double hung 
window fenestrations and glass and muntin transoms and entry sidelights, defmed the house as an early 
expression of the Federal style structure constructed in stone. 1 



3 FLOYD-HENDRICKS-GRIFFIN HOUSE. 202 E. Walnu< Stt«<, Corydon, Hatti,on Coun<y. 
Davis Floyd original owner, William Hendricks and William A. Porter later owners, 
Daniel P. GriHin present owner. Federal style, 1817. Milo Davis builder. (Page u) 

COFFIN-FOREMAN HOUSE. II5 Highway 27, Fountain City> Wayne County. 
Levi Coffin original owner, Mrs. Nola B. Foreman present owner. 
Federal sryle, 1827. John Wright Johnson brick mason and carpenter-builder. (Page II) 



The Levi Coffin-Foreman House- Fountain City, Wayne County, Indiana. Dated at 1827. 
Built by brick mason and carpenter-builder John Wright Johnson, the original structure was built as an' I' 
house with a center hall- single pile plan form. The Coffin-Foreman and Jarrot homes share several Federal 
traits including; brick assembly, roof profile and window fenestrations; all features linked to the interpretations 
of the Federal style. However, the Coffin Foreman House contains subtle design variations that possibly 
indicate a later influence; such as the reduced proportions the second story windows as well as the notable 
cornice returns at the end gable elevations. The Coffin-foreman House is a National Historic Landmark site. 3 
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Abbott-Holloway Farm- Bethlehem, Clark County, Indiana. Completed c.1835 
Dated twenty-five years later than the Jarrot Mansion, the two-story, solid masonry structure shared several 
predominate elements of the Federal including: unpainted brick walls, gable roof profile, and similar window, 
transom and sidelight fenestrations. The Abbott-Holloway Farm is listed on the National Register. 4 



e Goshen Settlement 
and Sam 

' ' 

Sallllll'i j lldy, lh f ji1sl JNnna nrn l resident of Nladison Co11nty, buill this ho111 P in 1808. 

Kristen Detmer 
. -\ /1 Saints Amdflny, Breese 

:\lam· immigrams tra,·eled to Illinois and settled in an 
area known as 'The Land of Goshe n," in i\ laclison 
Count~· · With its r i,·ers, rich ,·egetat io n, and miles of 
open prairi es, it ,,·as an ideal spot fo r the immigrants. 
Because of these many ad,·antages, Re1·erend Da1·id 
Bagle1· ga1·e it ii.s name. Goshen Toi,Tiship was estab
lished after i\ lacl iso n County was o·e<~;tec! in 1812. 
Bet\\·een 1820 and 1830 it ,,·as c!i,·idec! into fi1 ·e small
er to1m ships, Ecl"·ardsYille, Sih·er Creek, Big Prairie, 
Six-i\Iile Prairi e, and 'v\'ooc!ri,·er. 

On August 19, 1773, Samuel J ucly ,,·as born in 
S"·itzerland. \\'hen Samuel " ·as four , -ears old he and 
his emire fami h· immigrated to Ame1·ica. The1· first 
sett led in i\lardancl , and ten ~·ea 1 ·s la te1· m m·ed to 
Kaskaskia, lllinois. 

B~ · 1801, Sam judy, 1d10 " ·as now a colonel, 
recei1·ed a mili tary grant for some land in i\lad ison 
Counr:·, Illinois,just north of judy's C reek at the base 
of th e bluffs. Squatter Ephraim Connor built a cabin 
on this land . J uch· and Connor agreed o n a fair price 
for the land and the cabin . Therefore, Judy became 
the fi rst permanent settler, not onlY of the Goshen 
Settlement, bu t also of i\ laclison County. 

At the . age of n,·enty, Sam married i\ largaret 
\ \'hiteside. Samuel Judy "·r.s a prominent man of his 

2 

day and " ·as elected as territorial legislator of the 
Kaskaskia District, " ·hich included Madison County . 
He sen ·ed the people fo r many years as a commis
sioner of i\ ladison County. Judy was also a braye sol
dier. During the Indian vVars, he was one of the best 
fighters in Illinois. Samuel could always be found in 
the front ranks in e1·erY expedition against the Natil·e 
Americans. The Jud~ · family shmved great devotion to 
home and coumn·. 

These early settlel'S "·ere Yel")' friendly. When ne\\·
comers arri1·ed the,· receil'ed a hearty welco me. 
Orchards "·ere common property and any man that 
charged fo r apples or anything else was known all OYer 
the county for his meanness. If a stranger stopped by 
someone's house near e1·ening. he was often offered a 
bed for the night and receiYed things that the fanu ly 
could afford to gi1·e to him. Women " ·ere Yery reliable 
and independent. They " ·ere often left alone so they 
became proficient ar shoot ing a r ifle. Many men said 
that their "i,·es could shoot just as good as any man. 

During Samueljuch-'s life t,,-o Christian denomina
tions dominated Southern Illinois-Methodist and 
Baptist. Samuel Judy did not belong to any specific 
religion, but mam· of the churches benefited from his 
good \\ill. Samueljud,· died in 1838, and he was great
ly missed by the people of tvladison County. - [From 
Glen Carbon Centennial, 1892-1992; W. R. Brink & Co., 
1-lis/oiJ of ,\ladison County.] 

I LLl~O IS H ISTORY / DECEi\lBER 1999 



The Samuel Judy House- Goshen Township, Madison County, Illinois. Dated c. 1808. 
No longer extant, the Judy House was constructed less than 30 miles from the Jarrot Mansion. The design, 
construction and completion date placed the house as a significant contemporary of the Jarrot Mansion as well 
as an early interpretation of the Federal style. Constructed as a two-story solid masonry brick structure, the two 
structures shared numerous similarities including construction methodology, plan form, fenestration pattern, 
window style and roof profile. Demolished in 1932, the Judy House can no longer bear witness to the 
expansion of an early American architectural style. 5 
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in Cahokia) ca. 1800. 

.-

I~~-
If~ .~' . 

'~ . ;J 
. ...,r · "t:"' \ 

r~~ 

The first capitol building of Illinois in Kaskaskia. 

~ 

-~~ •il~ ; ·; 00 ~I ~ 
-I 

II~ 
i ~~ ~ 

Ill I m
-

1 
-:· Ra 

, 1~ wh 
~--------. 

The First Capitol Building of lllinois - Kaskaskia, lllinois. Completed c.1818. Flooded I destroyed, 1882-83. 
Built to house the first capital of the new state of Illinois (located in Kaskaskia, IL), the First Capitol Building 
also shared several dominant design features with the mansion. However, in addition to the similar use of 
windows fenestrations, masonry techniques and gable roof lines, the treatment of the paired chimneys wrapped 
by the continuous parapet wall, was a feature made popular much later in the mid-Mississippi River valley 

. 6 
regiOn. 
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Cahokia, Illinois 
UTM Coordinate 

4272840 



JOB #98-106 

682 / 72 

M. B. CORLEW & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS 
EDWARDSVILLE , ILLINOIS 

CA 691 . 

DECEMBER 16, 199· 

TOPOGRAPHIC MAP OF JARROT MANSION, PARTS OF LOTS 41, 44 AND LOCUST STREET 
OF THE VILLAGE OF CAHOKIA AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK "A" PAGE 187 AND PLAT BOOK "B" PAGE ' 

IN THE RECORDER'S OFFICE OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

FIRST STREET 
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i 
I .·· 

I . I 
! 

EXISTING 
TWO STORY 

BRICK HOUSE 

.. 'i!~ll!lo.~, 
.,; Of IU.!~;, ,.~ 

-~ 1." ~_: .. -... ..... · .. ~.-: ~· 
ENCHROACHMENT DETAIL _;' t "~C'>Y L \ . 

NOT TO SC ALE I -4'''• ~~ •, 

I, the undersigned Registered l~no{~ t'JA'~i~·~te~r, 
do hereby declare that the ab e.,~~. ag\Jit~epr.~~ tat ion 
o f a survey mad e under my su rw·s1o « .

1 
owft: ereon . 

~ 
7.:"~-:.r;..·. ;..1'\1. .· ·s'" ~· . -1' ~. !.~i'D ; ·~~r; · ('~~):~-ti 

- -- ------------- '· .. ~ l '",...-.~· 
My license expires 11/30/ 98 '-tbliA.t~•• ·\ 

LOT 41 

e DENOTES IRON PIN FOUND 
0 DENOTES IRON PIN SET 

30 
I 

30 60 
I I 

GRAPHIC SCALE: 1 IN. = 30 FT. 
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SECOND FLOOR 

1 
FIRST FLOOR 

CELLAR 

FLOOR PLAN CONFIGURATia~ 1 - CIRCA 1810 DRAWING NUMBER 1 

APPROXIMATE SCALE: NONE +NORTH 



THE FOLLOWING CHANGES WERE MADE 
BETWEEN CA.1810 AND CA.1830s-1860s: 

1 • DOOR ADDED 

2. WINDOW OPENING CQ\JVERTED TO A 
DOOR OPENING IN CONUUNCTION 
WITH ITEM 3 

3. KITCHEN ELL ADDED (PROBABLY 
AFTER ITEMS 5-9) 

4. WINDOW ADDED 

5. DOOR TO CELLAR RELOCATED FROM 
CENTER HALL TO NEW OPENING 

6. DOOR OPENING ADDED 

7. SECQ\JD FIREPLACE ADDED AT vJEST 
WALL 

U. SMALL ROOM PARTITIONS REMOVED. 
PARTITION WITH POCKET DOORS 
ADDED 

9. CELLAR STAIR REBUILT 

3 

1 

FLOOR PLAN CQ\JFI~TIQ\J 2 - CIRCA 1830e-1860s 

APPROXIMATE SCAL!I NONE ~ NORTH 

SECOND FLOOR 

5 

FIRST FLOOR 

CELLAR 

DRAlrJING NUMBER 2 
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ROOM 002 
(STORAGE) 

003 

ROOM 001 
(KITCHEN) 

010 

UP 

009 

002 

THE ROOM USES INDICATED IN PAR~NTHESES ON 
DRAWINGS 7, 8, 9 AND 10 ARE COI"-.J ECTURAL. 
DESIGNATIONS ARE bASED ON ROOf,l SIZE Al~D 
ARRANGEMENT, ON A FEvJ DOCLJ.1ENTARY 
REFERENCES, AND ON THE QUALITY OF THE 
ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS -- FOR EXAMPLE, 
CHIMNEYPIECES IN PUBLIC SPACES SUCH AS THE 
CENTER HALL AND THE BALLR~1 ARE MORE 
ORNATE THAN THOSE IN PRIVATE SPACES SUCH 
AS SLEEPING ROOMS. 

CELLAR FLOOR PLAN CIRCA 1810 

APPROXIMATE SCALE: 1/8" • 1 1-Q" +NORTH 

ROOM 003 
(SECURED STORAGE) 

ROOM 004 
(SECURED STORAGE) 

001 

DRAWING NU"-mER 7 

,..
,..-
0 
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0 
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ROOM 103 
(SLEEPING) 

ROOt.1 102 
(SLEEPING) 

103 

FIRST FLOOR PLAN CIRCA 1810 

APPRO XH1ATE SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0" 

ROOM 101 
( CF:t-JTER HALL/ 

RECE PTION) 

102 101 

.. NORTH 

UP 

114 

ROOt~ 10 4 
(DINING ) 

113 112 

ORM/ING NUMBER 8 
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r 
r 
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ROOM 20fi 
(SLEEPING) 

ROOM 205 

210 

ON 

R00h1 201 
( STAIRHALL 

( BALLROOf,l) 

..... 
2 

206 205 204 

SECOND FLOOR PLAN CIRCA 1810 

APPROXIMATE SCALEI 1/811 • 1 1 -G" +NORTH 

211 

203 

212 

ROOM 204 
(DRAWING 

202 201 

DRA\IHNG NUI.I!£3ER 9 

· r 

.q ,... 
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ATTIC FLOOR PLAN CIRCA 1810 DRAWING NUMBER 10 

APPROXIMATE SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-o" +NORTH 
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SOUTH ELEVATION CIRCA 1810 DRAWING NUMBER 12 
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EAST ELEVATION CIRCA 1810 DRA\'JING NUMBER 13 

APPROXltJATE SCALE a 1/8" • 1 '-Q" 
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WEST ELEVATION CIRCA 1810 DRAWING NUMBER 14 

APPROXIMATE SCALE: 1/8" = 1'~" 



01/08/2001 

NRHE 
800 North Capital Street NW 
Washington, DC 20002 

Attn: Patty Henry 
cc: Carolyn Pitts I NPS 

Re: The following is submitted as part of the National Historic Landmark Nomination 
of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in the village of Cahokia, St. Clair County, Illinois. 

Site Name: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion State Historic Site 
Site Address: 124 East First Street, Cahokia, IL. 62206 
Site Mailing Address: Cahokia State Historic Sites, 107 Elm Street, Cahokia, IL 62206 
Site Owner/ Management: Illinois State Preservation Agency, #1 Old State Capitol Plaza, 
Springfield, IL 62701 

Elected Officials: 

Position Name Address Phone 

Village Norma Jones 812 St. Thomas Lane (618) 337-6930 
Trustee: Cahokia, IL 62206 

Village Joseph LiVigni Cahokia Village Hall (618) 337-9500 
Mayor: (Interim Mayor) 1 03 Main Street 

Cahokia, IL 62206 

County Mike Crockett 3 Little Estates (618) 332-6890 
Board Cahokia, IL 62206 
Member: 

County John Baricevic County Board Office (618) 277-6600 
Board #1 0 Public Square 
Chairman: Belleville, IL 62222 

State Thomas Holbrook 9200 West Main Street (618) 394-2211 
Representative: Suite 4 
113th District Belleville, IL 62223 

\>cc_·. C. f\h \~ re,\\ ) 
~\~~-\-~() 
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Page 2 

National Historic Landmark Nomination 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion - Cahokia, IL 

Elected Officials continued. 

Position 

State 
Representative: 
114th District 

State 
Senator: 

Governor: 

Congressman: 

United 
States 
Senator: 

Name 

Wyvetter Younge 

James F. Clayborne Jr. 

George H. Ryan 

Jerry F. Costello 

Richard J. Durbin 

Address 

1010 Martin Luther King 
East St. Louis, IL 62201 

327 Missouri Avenue 
Room 422 
East St. Louis, IL 62201 

207 State House 
Springfield , IL 62706 

327 West Main Street 
Belleville, IL 62220 

364 Russell Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Phone 

(618) 875-1691 

(618) 875-1212 

(217) 782-6830 

(618) 233-8026 

(202) 224- 2152 

230 South Dearborn Street (312) 353-4952 
Suite 3892 
Chicago, IL 60604 



FROM : Cahokia Courthouse 

~ois Historic 
·---· Preservation 

PHONE NO. 618 332 1737 Mar. 07 2001 06:28PM P1 

A gene~~ 

11!11 1 Old Stale Capitol Plaza • $pringlielcl , Illinois 62 70 I ·r GO? • ( ~> 17) ?fl;) · -1 B3r; • Tl Y (;'I I) 9·1 7 I :.' ll 

FAX Memorandun 

TO: Patty Henry, NHL Program 
201.343.1244 

FROM: Molly McKen7!ie, Nicholas Jarrot Mansion Historic Site 
618.332.1737 

DATE: 7 March 2001 

SUBJECT: Stone spring house outbuilding at .Jarrot Mansion 

Per your request (forwarded via Jane Rhetta), I submit the following description of the 
extant stone spring boose located to the rear of the 1810 Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, a 
candidate for consideration of NHL designation: 

The native limestone spring house dates from early to mid-19th century and, 
although not believed to be contemporary with the 1810 construction date of the 
brick house, it is apparent that tbe outbuilding is consistent with the re-organization 
of the back yard usage and dependencies ca. 1830 to 1845. In its present form, the 
stone spring house is likely con!lltructed of material4l salvaged or robbed from a 
previous structure in the same location, a structure which would have dated to the 
construction of the house. Tbe present stone outbuilding measures 9'6" W x 11 '8" D 
x 11'6" H to gable; walls are 17" thick. Openings face north and Include a 7. 7S'' Jl x 
7.5'' W opening located over the 4'10.5" H x 2'3" W door immediately beneath a 
header beam measuring S.S" H :x 3' L. Roof shingles were installed in 1987 and are 
compatible with those that are documented on the house: oak shingles painted with 
linseed oil tiuted with iron oxide. 

I expect this information satisfies your request. However, if further information is needed, 
please contact .Jane at 117.782.8416 or myself at the site office at 618.332.1782. 

Tbankyou. 



H34(2280) 

Mr. William L. Wheeler, SHPO 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services Division 
One Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Dear Mr. Wheeler: 

MAR 8 2001 

We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has completed the study of the Nicholas 
Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois, for the purpose of nominating it for possible designation as a 
National Historic Landmark. We enclose a copy ofthe nomination. The National Park System Advisory 
Board will consider the nomination during its next meeting, at the time and place indicated on an 
enclosure. This enclosure also specifies how you may comment on the proposed nomination if you so 
choose. The Board will make its recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior based upon the criteria 
of the National Historic Landmarks Program. 

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so desire. After the 60-day period, we will 
submit the nomination and your comments to the National Park System Advisory Board's Landmarks 
Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory Board of the Committee's recommendations at the 
Board's meeting. The Secretary of the Interior will then be informed of the Board's recommendations for 
his final action. 

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the regulations governing the 
National Historic Landmarks Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 65.4) and include 
other information on the Program. We are also enclosing a fact sheet that outlines the effects of 
designation. 

Sincerely, 

(BtJd.) Qal>Ol D . Sbull 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey 

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 

Enclosures 



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION 
CAHOKIA, ILLINOIS 

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this property at a 
meeting to be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 8 and 9, 2001, beginning at 9:00a.m. in the Ann 
Pamela Cunningham Building, Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens, Mount Vernon, Virginia. The 
Landmarks Committee evaluates the studies of historic properties being nominated for National Historic 
Landmark designation in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory Board at their meeting 
on May 21-23, 2001, near Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and will recommend to the full Board 
those properties that the Committee finds meet the criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program. 

Owners of private properties nominated for NHL designation have an opportunity to concur with or 
object to listing in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 65. Any owner or 
partial owner of private property who chooses to object to designation must submit a notarized statement 
certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private property and objects to the designation. 
Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote regardless of the portion of the property 
that the party owns. If a majority of private property owners object, a property will not be designated. 
Letters objecting to or supporting nominations may be sent to Ms. Carol D. Shull, Chief, National 
Historic Landmarks Survey, at the National Park Service, National Register, History and Education, 
1849 C Street, N.W., NC 400, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or about the National Historic Landmarks 
Program, please contact Historian Patty Henry at the National Park Service, National Register, History 
and Education, 1849 C Street, N.W., NC 400, Washington, D.C. 20240; or by telephone at 202/343-
8163. 



SIMILAR LETTER SENT TO: 

OWN/SHPO: Mr. William L. Wheeler, SHPO 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services Division 
One Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

HEO: Honorable Joseph LiVigni 
Mayor of Village of Cahokia 
Cahokia Village Hall 
103 Main Street 
Cahokia, Illinois 62206 

bee: C. Ahlgren, MWRO 
0001 
2200 Stevenson 
2280 Pitts 
2280 NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION (NHL PENDING) 

FNP:PHenry:mg:03/28/0 1 
F:\NR-NHL\MONETTE\FALLOO\BCCOWN.WPD 



H34(2280) 

MAR 8 2001 

Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Durbin: 

We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has completed the study of the 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois, for the purpose of nominating it for possible 
designation as a National Historic Landmark (NHL). We enclose a copy of the nomination. The 
National Park System Advisory Board will consider the nomination during its next meeting, at 
the time and place indicated on an enclosure. This enclosure also specifies how you may 
comment on the proposed nomination if you so choose. The Board will make its 
recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior based upon the criteria of the National Historic 
Landmarks Program. 

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so desire. After the 60-day period, we 
will submit the nomination and your comments to the National Park System Advisory Board's 
Landmarks Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory Board of the Committee's 
recommendations at the Board's meeting. The Secretary of the Interior will then be informed of 
the Board's recommendations for his final action. 

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the regulations governing 
the National Historic Landmarks Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 65.4) 
and include other information on the Program. We are also enclosing a fact sheet that outlines 
the effects of designation. 

Sincerely, 

JOHN ROBBINS 

Katherine H. Stevenson 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

Stewardship and Partnerships 

Enclosures 



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION 
CAHOKIA, ILLINOIS 

• 

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this 
property at a meeting to be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 8 and 9, 2001, beginning at 
9:00 a.m. in the Ann Pamela Cunningham Building, Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens, Mount 
Vernon, Virginia. The Landmarks Committee evaluates the studies ofhistoric properties being 
nominated for National Historic Landmark designation in order to advise the full National Park 
System Advisory Board at their meeting on May 21-23, 2001, near Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, and will recommend to the full Board those properties that the Committee finds 
meet the criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program. 

Owners of private properties nominated for NHL designation have an opportunity to concur with 
or object to listing in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 65. Any 
owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to designation must submit a 
notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private property 
and objects to the designation. Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote 
regardless of the portion of the property that the party owns. If a majority of private property 
owners object, a property will not be designated. Letters objecting to or supporting nominations 
may be sent to Ms. Carol D. Shull, Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey, at the National 
Park Service, National Register, History and Education, 1849 C Street, N.W., NC 400, 
Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or about the National Historic 
Landmarks Program, please contact Historian Patty Henry at the National Park Service, National 
Register, History and Education, 1849 C Street, N.W., NC 400, Washington, D.C. 20240; or by 
telephone at 202/343-8163. 



, 
IDENTICAL LETTER SENT TO: 

Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Honorable Peter G. Fitzgerald 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Honorable Jerry F. Costello 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

bee: C. Ahlgren, MWRO 
0001 
2200 Stevenson 
2280 Pitts 
2280 NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION (NHL PENDING) 

FNP:PHenry:mg:3/08/0 1 
F:\NR-NHL\MONETTE\SPRINGO 1 \BCCOWN.WPD 



~ois Historic 
·---· Preservation Agency 

11!11 1 Old S1ate Capitol Plaza • Springfield, Illinois 62701 1507 • (217) 782-4836 • TTY (217) 524-7128 

Carolyn Pitts 
National Historic Landmark Survey 
National Park Service 
U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Ms. Pitts, 
9 March 2001 

Enclosed are 24 slides of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion Historic Site which is a candidate for 
consideration ofNHL designation. Briefly, the images may be described as: 

1. North elevation, looking southwest. 
2. North elevation, looking southwest. 

3. North elevation, looking south. 

4. East elevation, looking southwest. 

5. South elevation, looking north. 

6. Center entry hall, looking south. 
7. Center entry hall, looking north. 

8. Main staircase, looking to southwest. 

9. Main staircase, looking to southwest. 
10. Upper stair hall, looking west. 

11 . Top of west stair wing, looking east. 
12. First floor front sleeping room, looking southeast. 

13. First floor rear sleeping room, looking east. 
14. First floor double pile rooms, looking south. 
15. First floor front room, looking southwest. 
16. Upper story ballroom, looking east. 
17. Upper story ballroom, looking west. 

18. Upper story adjoining drawing room, looking southwest. 

19. Upper story room adjacent to drawing room, looking north. 

Printed on Recycled Paper 



Ms. Carolyn Pitts 

9 March 2001 
Page2 

20. Basement center bay, looking north. 

21. Back of main entry hall, looking south. 

22. Extant stone spring house, looking south. 

23. North elevation of Jarrot Mansion c. 1891, looking southeast. Photo courtesy of 

Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, MO. 

24. Log Church of the Holy Family, a National Historic Landmark, located adjacent 

to the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of our application. 

Sincerely, 

Molly McKenzie 

Jarrot Mansion State Historic Site 

107 Elm Street 

Cahokia, Illinois 62206 

Tel - 618.332.1782 

Fax- 618.332.1737 



JERRY F. COSTELLO COMMITTEES: 

12TH DISTRICT. ILLINOIS TRAN SPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTU RE 

SCIE NCE 
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OFFICE CHECKED BELOW: 
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March 20, 2001 

Ms. Carol D. Schull 
Chief 
Nat'l Historic Landmarks Survey 
Nat'l Park Service 
1849 C St., N.W. NC400 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Carol: 

Mft • .., ~UIJI 

. 
_ ~ALB~· 

&Er 
Af.ONAL j 

I am contacting you today to recommend the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois, in my 
Congressional district, to be designated as a National Historic Landmark. 

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion was the residence ofNicholas Jarrot, an interpreter for Meriwether 
Lewis with the Spanish authorities at St. Louis prior to the historic exploration. The Nicholas 
J arrot Mansion was constructed between 1807-1810, to reflect the architectural style of the 
Northwest Territory. The exterior is comprised mainly oflimestone and brick. It's foundation 
consists of actual limestone drawn from the Mississippi River. The interior was constructed with 
plaster, limestone and brick as well as pine and walnut woods, all with complimenting styles. 

The Nicholas J arrot Mansion is important to our national history because it still contains its 
original design and authentic style as it did in the early part of the 191

h century and because of its 
connection to Lewis and Clark's historic journey west. The Jarrot Mansion is a connection to our 
past that should be honored with the National Historic Landmark designation. 

I hope that you will seriously consider my request of granting the Nicholas J arrot Mansion as a 
National Historic Landmark. I look forward to your positive recommendation. 

JFC/rs 

D 2454 RAYBURN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

TEL: (202) 225-5661 

FAX: (202) 225-0285 

D 327 w. MAIN ST. 

BELLEVILLE, IL 62220 

TEL: (618) 233--8026 

FAX: (618) 233--8765 

D 1363 NIEDRINGHAUS Ave . 

GRANITE CITY, IL 62040 

TEL: (618) 451-7065 

FAX: (618) 451 - 2126 

D 250 w. CHERRY ST. 

CARBONDALE, IL 62901 

TEL: (618) 529-3791 

FAX: (618) 549-3768 

D 8787 STATE ST. 

EAST ST. LOUIS, IL 62203 

TeL: (618) 397--8833 

D 1330 SWANWICK ST. 

CHESTER, IL 62233 

TeL: (61 8) 826-3043 



Jeffrey T. Winter 
330 Florida 
Belleville D. 62221 

Carol Schull; 

~- ' ----
20 March 2001 

I'm writing this letter in support of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in 
Cahokia, Illinois as a National Historic Landmark. While Nicholas Jarrot is not as well known 
historically as Lewis & Clark, he was a vital link in their journey as an interpreter with the Spanish 
who had possession of the St. Louis area. Somewhere in his travels through the eastern United 
States Nicholas Jarrot made an impression that resulted in Meriwether Lewis seeking his services 
and accepting his hospitality. The East obviously made an impression on Nicholas Jarrot as he 
brought his interpretation of early American architectural style to the Northwest Territory, leaving 
a lasting memorial that still contains original evidence of material and construction techniques 
used by local laborers. This historic archive, touted as the oldest brick residence in Illinois, is 
remarkably intact for a building 200 years old that retains an overwhelming percentage of its 
original material. This invaluable reference tool demonstrates the skill and ingenuity displayed 
by early settlers of this country as our nation expanded westward. 

Sincerely 

~r-W~ 
~~~e~ey T. Winter 

I 
"1-f"\ ' .~.:. ) 

·.:- ~_._) 



March 21, 2001 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C"Street NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia IL 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark status 

Dear Ms. Schull, 

The Jarrot Mansion was constructed between 1807-1810 and is of national 
significance in that it represents an early interpretation of the first American 
architectural style used within development of the Northwest territory. The Mansion 
was residence of Nicholas Jarrot, interpreter for Meriweather Lewis, who served with 
the Spanish authorities at St. Louis prior to the historic exploration. The edifice is 
important to our national history as it contains authentic design, construction 
techniques and materials used to erect early frontier brick structures. 

This living archive is of national significance and exists as physical evidence of 
our evolution as an American nation, it is indeed worthy of landmark status as it 
remains remarkably intact. The Jarrot Mansion also serves as an important historic 
vehicle towards understanding the means and methods of the settlement of our nation. 

Any consideration given recognition of The Jarrot Mansion as a National 
Historic Landmark will truly be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

3~ 
RICHARD A. and JUDITH B. SAUGET 
1 Longue Vue Station 
Sauget, IL 62206 

. \ 

. 
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MUELLER PAINTING & DECORATING 
THEODORE J. MUELLER 

220 KNAPP STREET 
CHESTER, ILLINOIS 62233 

March 21, 2001 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 ~C' Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, Illinois 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark status 

Dear Ms Schull: 

27 

My name is Theodore (Ted) J. Mueller and I have been a 
decorator/painter for over 35 years, as well as amateur historian and re
enactor. I am intimately involved with the above named Jarrot Mansion, as 
I have been asked to restore to original appearance, much of the old-time 
woodgraining and paint finishes, which are my specialties. 

This mansion is incredibly beautiful and in wonderful condition--and 
getting better and better all the time. I have studied architecture both 
in college and "on the job" as it were, and this "Nicholas Jarrot Home" 
built in the very early 1800's, is a significantly important representation 
of the early Federal architecture in the Northwest Territory. 

Speaking as an historian, I need to express my true excitement in the 
fact that the gentleman who owned this magnificent house, Nicholas Jarrot, 
was, among many other things, an interpreter between Meriwether Lewis and 
the St. Louis Spanish authorities just before Lewis' famous exploration. 

My wife and I both have extensive experience in interpreting historic 
sites and just recently, were invited by the Site Manager to help with 
special tours given during the early part of March this year. The delight 
in the visitors' faces in seeing and understanding this living museum was 
well worth all of the time and effort we put into the task. We look forward 
to the opportunity for more and more visitors to enjoy this experience. 

This cannot be accomplished without your help. I sincerely endorse the 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois and hope you, too, will 
advocate the mansion as well as a National Historic Landmark. 

TJM/dm 

. ' 
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Ms. Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 "C"Street NW, Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Schull, 

March 21, 2001 

Subject: Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia IL 

I am writing in request of your support for endorsement of The Jarrot Mansion for 
National Historic Landmark recognition. 

This facility was constructed during the years 1807- 1810 and is of national 
significance, representing the early American architectural style used in development of the 
Northwest territory. The Mansion was residence of Nicholas Jarrot, an interpreter for 
Meriweather Lewis, who served with the Spanish authorities at St. Louis. This building is 
important to our national history, it contains authentic design, construction technique and 
materials used in erecting early frontier brick structures. 

The Jarrot Mansion is a living archive that exists as physical evidence of our evolution 
as an American nation, it is worthy of landmark status because it remains extraordinarily 
intact. The Jarrot Mansion is also important because it functions as a valuable historic tool in 
understanding the means and methods of how our nation was settled. 

Please give consideration to The Jarrot Mansion as a National Historic Landmark. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
ROBERTA ZERBAN 
~ 

IJ433 Queeny 
\ ' } Sauget, IL 62206 

-/ I .1 t 

, "\ r; ' 
I l 

1 \ • l 
, I -

l 
I 

l 
.. - _.._ ,..._ 

\ 
\ 
J 



THOMAS HOLBROOK 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE • 113TH DISTRICT 

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE: 

2065·L STRATTON OFFICE BUILDING 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 6270«5 

21 7·782·01 04 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

9200 W . MAIN • SUITE 4 

BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS 82223 

818·394·221 1 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

1310 NIEDRINGHAUS 

GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 82040 

61 8·451 ·0200 

EMAIL: THOLBROOKOHOUS~DII:M.STATIE.IL.US 

ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

March 22, 2001 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

~I' . .-J 

4~ 

COMMITTEES: 

MEMBER 

• TOUR-ISM CHAIRMAN 

• CONSTITUTIONAL 

OFFICERS 

• TRANSPORTATION & 
MOTOR VEHICLES 

• VETERANS AFFAIRS 

1,. r ......... -~~-, 
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It gives me great pleasure to write this endorsement lettrr on behalf of the Nicholas -
Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois. I understand the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion has been 
nominated for recognition as a National Historic Landmark. 

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion is well known in the area for its construction period: 1807-
1810, an interpretation of the early Federal architectural style. The mansion was 
residence of Nicholas Jarrot, an interpreter for Meriwether Lewis with the Spanish 
authorities at St. Louis prior to the historic exploration. It is important to our national 
history because it functions as an important historic vehicle to understand the means and 
methods of how our nation was settled. 

The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant because it represents an early interpretation 
of the first American architectural style within the growth and development of America's 
first territory: the Northwest Territory. It is also important to our national history 
because it still contains the authentic design, construction techniques, and material used 
to build brick structures on the early frontier. It is a living archive that exists as physical 
evidence of our evolution as an American nation and is worthy of landmark status 
because it is still here, extant and remarkably intact. 

Please feel free to discuss this endorsement for the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia 
Illinois personally with me at my district office, (618) 394-2211. 

Sincerely, 

~!L_--.....)_ 

THOMAS HOLBROOK 
State Representative 
1131

h District 

RIECYCLIED PAPIER .. SOYBEAN INKS 



Nipundikan 
(t Where You Learn " 

Dan Hechenberger, Director of Education 
Ph: 618-566-7399 E-mail: nipundikan @yahoo. com 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW 
Room NC- 400 Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

1011 nest Green Street 
Mascoutah, IL 62258-1032 

March 22nd, 2001 

I wish to lend my support for the confirmation and declaration of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
in Cahokia, Illinois as a National Historic Landmark. 

The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, constructed between 1807-1810, is a wonderful example of the 
early Federal architectural style. In my opinion it merits designation as a National Historic Landmark 
for a number of reasons: 

• It represents an early interpretation of the fust American architectural style within 
the Northwest territory- America's fust territory; 

• It still contains the authentic design, construction techniques, and materials used to 
build brick structures on the early frontier; 

• It is a living archive that exists as physical evidence of our evolution as an American 
nation and it is worthy of landmark status because it is still here, extant and 
remarkably intact; 

• It is worthy of merit because it functions as an important historic vehicle to 
understand the means and methods of how our nation· was settled; 

• It was the residence of Nicholas Jarrot, an interpreter for Meriwether Lewis with the 
Spanish authorities at St. Louis prior to the historic expedition by the Corps of 
Discovery. 

As an educator and the director of a non-profit organization that emphasizes the importance of 
history, I heartily endorse the designation of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion as a National Historic 
Landmark. · 

Sincerely, 

~ 

L_ 



From The Desk Of Sean Paul Goding 

March 22, 2001 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Subject: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark Status 

Dear Ms. Schull, 

27 

I am writing in reference to the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, located in historic Cahokia, IL. 
The Mansion was the residence ofNicholas Jarrot, an interpreter for Meriwether Lewis 
with the Spanish authorities at Saint Louis prior to the historic exploration. The Jarrot 
Mansion is important because it functions as an important historic vehicle in 
understanding the means and methods ofhow our nation was settled. The Jarrot Mansion 
is also a living archive that exists as physical evidence of our evolution as an American 
nation and I feel is worthy of national historic landmark status because it is still here, 
extant, and remarkably intact. 

The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant because it represents an early interpretation 
of the first American architectural style, Federal style, circa 1807-1810, within the 
growth and development of America' s first territory: the Northwest Territory. Finally, the 
Jarrot Mansion is important to our national history because it still contains the authentic 
design, construction techniques and materials used to build brick structures on the early 
frontier. 

For the above noted reasons and many others too numerous to mention, I urge you to 
place the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion on the National Historic Register. It will truly be an 
asset to the community, region and nation. Thank you for your consideration. 

z~~ 
Sean Paul Goding 
9748 Stein Road 
Mascoutah, IL 62258-3814 

l 
.. , 
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March 23, 2001 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

PARX FOUNDATION 
·' 

A~R - 3 2001 
; 
• • j 

Subject: 

NPJl:.\JAi" ·:~::Jt.:>-: :;·;, ··;."'i'OlW 
& r::r UCf:l. I N 

NAT!ON,-\L PAR .. SE ,\;lCE 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL L---·----~-~-----' 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark Status 

Dear Ms. Schull, 

I am writing in reference to the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, located in historic Cahokia, IL. The Mansion 
was the residence ofNicholas Jarrot, an interpreter for Meriwether Lewis with the Spanish authorities 
at Saint Louis prior to the historic exploration. The Jarrot Mansion is important because it functions as 
an important historic vehicle in understanding the means and methods of how our nation was settled. 
The Jarrot Mansion is also a living archive that exists as physical evidence of our evolution as an 
American nation and I feel is worthy of national historic landmark status because it is still here, extant, 
and remarkably intact. 

The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant because it represents an early interpretation of the first 
American architectural style, Federal style, circa 1807-1810, within the growth and development of 
America ' s first territory: the Northwest Territory. Finally, the Jarrot Mansion is important to our 
national history because it still contains the authentic design, construction techniques and materials 
used to build brick structures on the early frontier. 

For the above noted reasons and many others too numerous to mention, I urge you to place the 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion on the National Historic Register. It will truly be an asset to the community, 
region and nation. Thank you for your consideration. 

iJJ.rely, . , 
w~ 
CEO/Managing Director 
Secretaryffreasurer 
Parx Foundation, Inc 

THE PARX FOUNDATION • P.O. BOX 1646 • CAHOKIA, ILLINOIS 62206-0646 • 618.337.2633 • parksaerospace @cs.com 
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March 23, 200 1 l"foUm.-o)t'~E_, ·--_l 
Ms. Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 "C" NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, D.C. 202400 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

It has come to my attention that the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia Illinois has been 
nominated for National Landmark States. I am quite familiar with this national treasurer 
because of my affiliation with the local county Historical Society and in my position with 
the tourism bureau. 

1. Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, Illinois. 

2. The period of construction: 1807-1810, an interpretation ofthe early Federal 
architectural style. 

• The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant because it represents an early 
interpretation of the first American architectural style within the growth and 
development of America's first territory: the Northwest Territory. 

• The Jarrot Mansion is important to our national history because it still 
contains the authentic design, construction techniques, and materials used to 
build brick structures on the early frontier. 

• The Jarrot Mansion is a living archive that exists as physical evidence of our 
evolution as an American nation and is worthy of landmark status because it is 
still here, extant and remarkably intact. 

• The Jarrot Mansion is important because it functions as an important historic 
vehicle to understand the means and methods of how our nation was settled. 

• The Mansion was residence ofNicholas Jarrot, an interpreter for Meriwether 
Lewis with the Spanish authorities at St. Louis prior to the historic 
exploration. 

10950 Lincoln Trail • Fairview Heights, IL 62208 
618/397·1488 •1 ·800/442-1488 • FAX 618/397-1945 

Website Address: www.switcb.com 



I heartily recommend the Mansion for National Landmark Status because of the above 
five reasons, but most of all because it is a rare national treasure. 

Sincerely, 

J/(~tf~ 
Mark A. Westhoff 
President/CEO 

Cc: Molly McKenzie 
Cahokia Courthouse 
Jarrot Mansion 
State Historic Sites 
1 07 Elm Street 
Cahokia, IL 62206 



March 25, 2001 

BARBARA M. KERN 

123 SOUTH HIGH STREET 

BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS 62220-2103 

Carol Schull, Keeper National 
National Park Service 
1849 "Cu Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 AiJR - 3 2001 

Re: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, C?hok ··.a, ,·JC·L 
I 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

Please consider the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion 
in Cahokia, IL for National Historic Landmark 
status. 

This important piece of historical 
significance deserves national recognition 
because it not only represents an early 
interpretation of the very first American 
architectural style (Federal) within America's 
first territory, which was the Northwest 
Territory, but it still contains the authentic 
design, materials, and construction techniques 
used to build early brick frontier structures. 

This Mansion was the residence of Nicholas 
Jarrot, an interpreter for Meriwether Lewis with 
the Spanish authorities at St. Louis before his 
historic exploration, and it is a living archive 
that exists as physical evidence of our 
evolution as an American nation. It is still 
here-it looks as it did back in the early 
nineteenth century-it is beautifully intact. 

The Jarrot Mansion was built between 1807-
1810 and is an important historic vehicle to 
help us understand what it took to settle our 
nation. I heartily endorse its inclusion as a 
National Historic Landmark. 

Sincerely, 

fJ~Yh-~ 

; . ) . 



CHARLES E. PETERSON, F.A.I.A., F.A.P.T., F.S.A.H., Architectural Historian, Restorationist and Planner 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 11 C11 Street, N.W. 
Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Re; Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, 
Endorsement for National Historic 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

APR - 3 2001 

It has come to my attention that the Jarrot Mansion is up for 
consideration as a National Historic Landmark. 

I have known Cahokia and its history for over fifty years and was 
published on it first in the year 1948. It is a very interesting 
little village and the Jarrot Mansion stands out among its older 
neighbors --especially the wooden village French church. Its Flemish 
bond brickwork announces the architectural arrival of Anglo-Americans 
from the East. In its time it must have been an object of wonder. 

Certainly Nicholas Jarrot himself was locally famous. His 
participation as interpreter for the Spanish government in St. Louis 
with the Lewis & Clark expedition makes him even more significant and 
historically important. 

Please accept this letter as a hearty endorsement for the Jarrot 
Mansion as a National Historic Landmark. 

CEP:hs 

332 Spruce Street 

Society Hill 

Philadelphia, PA 19106-4201 

Tel: 215-922-3623 

Fax: 215-829-1467 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Charles E. Peterson 
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March 26, 2001 

Carol Schull , Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Subject: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark Status 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

(' ..) _;_ .) ~ 

.•.;;,-___ __; 

As a licensed architect with an interest in preserving historic buildings and sites, I do not 
believe there is a more deserving candidate for Landmark Status than the Jarrot 
Mansion. 

The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant for the following reasons: 
• It represents an interpretation of an early American Architectural style 

established during the growth and development of the Northwest Territory. 
• The Jarrot mansion is a living archive of physical evidence that remains pure 

in its design, construction techniques and materials used to build structures 
on the frontier. 

• As such, the Jarrot Mansion is worthy of landmark status because it does 
exist true to its origin and is remarkably intact. 

• The Jarrot Mansion is a vehicle to learning about and understanding the 
means and methods of settlement on the frontier. 

• The Jarrot Mansion was residence of Nichloas Jarrot, an interpreter for 
Merriwether Lewis with the Spanish authorities in St. Louis prior to the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition. 

The Jarrot Mansion is nationally significant both architecturally and historically and 
should be designated as a National Historic Landmark. 

Sincerely, 

~ ()-__~cr--~ 
Kenneth A. Brigman, AlA 

Cc: Molly Mckenzie, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
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Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW, Room NC-400 
Washington, D .C. 20240 

March 26, 2001 

Re: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark Status 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

121 Eul Ftrsl Stu·t>l 
Cahokia. flltnols 

. 62206 

APR -3 

r~ · ,.,i\JAL REGISTER, H •. , 
& EDUCATION 

\I T!ON L PARK SER\1 

The history of the United States of America, particularly the 18th century frontier and Northwest 
Territorial period, is significantly embodied in the Nicholas J arrot Mansion. This distinctive American 
architectural structure, located in a village distinguished by its early founding in 1699 and still-extant 
French Colonial buildings, holds the attention oflong-time residents of the area as well as interested 
historians and casual passers-by with its impressive facade, remarkable physical integrity, and notable 
heritage. 

Constructed in 1807-1810, in the early Federal architectural style by an American entreprenuer of 
French heritage, the large, two-story masonry home commands attention and tangibly conveys the 
means and methods of our nation's settlement. 

Having served as chair ofthe Jarrot Mansion Project since 198 and witnessed a small part ofthe 
building's evolution, I am still fascinated by the structure's authentic design, pleased with its stability 
and durability and intrigued by the impact it has on visitors. There are many interesting stories and 
valuable lessons that the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion will impart to our nation. There can be no question 
as to the value of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion as a National Historic Landmark. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

M. Loretta Lopino 
Chair, Jarrot Mansion Project 
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We understand that a panel of historians and professionals 
will review the application for National Historic Landmark 
status for the Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois in May 
2001. We would like to add this letter of endorsement for 
the panel's consideration. 

The remnants of historical architecture in Cahokia relating 
to the colonial and early federal periods, including the 
Jarrot Mansion, assist us at Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial in telling the early history of St. Louis and its 
environs. Since no buildings of the pre-1834 era are still 
standing in downtown St. Louis, Cahokia's structures, a 
scant 3 miles away, provide a tangible reminder of that era 
unavailable elsewhere in the region. 

The Jarrot Mansion has integrity and is nationally 
significant ~s an early manifestation of, and perhaps the 
first area incarnation of, an American style of Georgian 
architecture in the Northwest Territory. Its eminent 
figure association with Nicholas Jarrot is important to 
United States history. Jarrot assisted Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark upon their arrival in the Illinois 
Country in December 1803, suggesting a site for their 
winter encampment on the Wood River. Jarrot also acted as 
an interpreter for Lewis when he met with Spanish Governor 
Charles Dehault Delassus in St. Louis on December 9, 1803. 
Jarrot is the only major figure from Cahokia other than 
U.S. Postmaster John Hay to be mentioned by name in the 
journals of Lewis and Clark during the 1803-04 period. It 
is known that Meriwether Lewis made his headquarters in 
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Cahokia from December 9, 1803 until March 10, 1804, when 
the Upper Louisiana Territory was officially transferred to 
the United States. Our park historian, Bob Moore, believes 
that evidence suggests that Lewis was the guest of Nicholas 
Jarrot during this period, making his headquarters in 
Jarrot's private residence, a vertical log structure (no 
longer extant) located across the street from the brick 
Jarrot Mansion which is currently under consideration for 
landmark status. The brick mansion may have been under 
construction at the time of Lewis' visit. The importance 
of Cahokia to the success of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, as a place where information was obtained about 
the route that lay ahead and supplies were procured, adds 
an extra dimension to the history of the dwelling of 
Nicholas Jarrot, who was indispensable in this process. 

Finally, the Jarrot Mansion is in an incredibly pristine 
state of preservation, allowing the visitor to see the way 
in which an early American building was designed and 
constructed on the frontier. 

We strongly endorse the efforts of the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency in their work on this site, and their 
attempts to gain National Historic Landmark status for the 
Jarrot Mansion. 

Sincerely, 

D w~ 
Gar~ aston 
Superintendent 
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, 
Carol Schull 
Keeper National Register 
1849 'C' Street NW Rm NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Mar. 27, 2001 

Re: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL. 
Endorsement for national historic Landmark status 

The period of construction for this historic landmark is 1807-1810, an interpretation 
of the early Federal architectural style. The Jarrot Mansion is important to our national 
history because it still contains the authentic design, construction techniques, and 
materials used to build brick structures on the early frontier. 

Thank you for your attention on this endorsement. 

Dennis · cho Is 
3260 Altes Road 
Fults, IL. 62244 
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Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL 
Endorsement for National Historic Landm Siatt:ts~--- --~~---

Dear Ms. Schull, 

Please accept this recommendation for the declaration of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in 
Cahokia, Illinois as a National Historic Landmark. This structure was built between 1807-
1810 and is an early and significant interpretation of the Federal style in the Northwest 
Territories. The Jarrot Mansion is the oldest masonry structure in Illinois. As such it serves 
as a learning tool for masonry construction methods of that period. The mansion' s floor 
plan offers a glimpse into the past by showing how a family lived and used a home. This 
structure has survived earthquakes and floods to stand as a testament of American design 
and craftsmanship. We recommend it without reservation for status as a National Historic 
Landmark. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

S, INC. 

T EL 312 . 733 7744 1147 WEST OHIO STRE ET I CHICAGO , ILLINOIS 60622 FAX 312 . 733 4276 



Michael A. Stout 
413 North Vine Street 
O'Fallon, Illinois 6269 

618-632-2885 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Subject: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark status 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

I am lending my support to the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, Illinois, for its 
endorsement as a National Historic Landmark. The Jarrot Mansion took three years to 
build, 1807-1810, and is the earliest known Federal architectural style found in the mid
west. This mansion was constructed when Illinois was part of the Northwest Territory 
and eight years before statehood was achieved. The Jarrot Mansion was built only seven 
years after Lewis and Clark visited with Nicholas Jarrot, who lent his services to help 
them achieve their endeavors. The Jarrot Mansion is a living archive to America' s 
evolution as a nation, but it is also a tribute to Nicholas Jarrot, who achieved the 
American dream. The Nicholas Jarrot Mansion deserves this national recognition 
because it represents the ending of an intense period in the mid-west when Native 
Americans, Africans, and Europeans were striving for survival. But, it also represents the 
beginning of a new period in America's history when these people came together as one 
people---Americans. 

Michael A. Stout 

-- --1· 
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Margaret Kimball Brown 
21 Henry St. L 

. ~ ' 
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Prairie du Rocher IL 62277 
618-284-3303 

e-mail - mkbpdr@htc. net 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' St. NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington DC 20240 

Subjt:ct: Niwlas Jarrot Martsion, Cahokia, IL 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark status 

-·--·-~ 

The Nicolas Jarrot Mansion, built 1807-1810, is significant because of its architectural 
style and because of its place in the settlement of our nation. 

Its architectural style is an early interpretation of the Federal architectural style and 
because of the excellent preservation of the home is significant for the design, 
construction techniques and materials for building brick structures on the early frontier. 

Jarrot was an interpreter for Meriwether Lewis with the Spanish authorities in St. Louis. 
He was an entrepreneur whose home is a living archive of the early frontier. 

This house is worthy of Landmark status. 



March 27,2001 

Carol Schull 
Keeper National Register 
1849 'C' Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Schull 
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The purpose ofthis letter is to endorse the recognition of the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion as 
a National Historic Landmark. The information provided to you for consideration must 
support the contribution of Mr. Jarrot to Westward Expansion. He served as the 
interpreter for Meriwether Lewis with the Spanish authorities at St. Louis before the 
historic journey that opened up the West. On his land, the men of Lewis and Clark spent 
the winter before their two-year exploration. The two-story brick building he built as his 
mansion, the oldest remaining in Illinois, serves as an important historic vehicle to 
understand the settlement of the region, and to interpret the cultures that flourished in the 
area. Here first were the French, then the English, and finally the triumphal Americans. 
Each contributed to shaping the future of Cahokia for generations. Buildings of similar 
importance just west of the Mississippi no longer stand. 

I am writing this letter out of a personal attachment to the house. Since 1991, I have 
volunteered available time as a mansion docent to draw attention to the value of the 
building. As I tell people on the tours, many history books and documentaries have 
overlooked the significance of Jarrot and his mansion. Declaring the Jarrot Mansion a 
National Historic Landmark will formally recognize the value of both for all generations 
to come. 

Keith M. O'Connell 
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Ms. Carol Schull 
Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 "C" Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington. D.C. 20024 

HISTORIC 
·PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION 
CITY HALL, BELLEVILLE,ILLINOIS 82220 

APR -9111 

Re: Jerome Mansion. Cahokia, Illinois 
Endorsement for National Historic Landmark Status 

Dear Ms . Schull : 

On behalf of the City of Belleville Historic Preservation Commission, I would 
respectfully urge that the Nicholas Jerome Mansion in Cahokia. Illinois be 
declared a national historic landmark. The Nicholas Jerome Mansion is an 
excellent interpretation of the early Federal architectural style and was erected 
during the period 1807-1810. We believe the Jerome Mansion is worthy of national 
historic landmark status because it represents an early interpretation of the 
first American architectural style. The Jerome Mansion is important to our 
national history because it contains the authentic design construction techniques 
and materials used to build brick structures on the early frontier in the 
Northwest Territory. The Jerome Mansion is remarkably intact thereby acts to 
serve as a living archive of the architectural development of the American 
nation. 

The mansion was the residence of Nicholas Jerome, an interpreter for Merriweather 
Lewis. with the Spanish authorities in St. Louis prior to the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. The mansion. which is located approximately ten miles from 
Belleville with its early federal architectural style, is an excellent 
counterpoint to the nat1onal registered district here in Belleville which is 
comprised primarily of early German-American street houses. 

On behalf of the City of Belleville Historic Preservation Commission. I thank you 
for your attention to this matter. If we can provide you any further 
inf mation. please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sine rel ycJ!J~ j • 
William L. Enyart 
Vice Chairman 
City of Belleville Historic Preservation Commission 



ENYART & WELCH, ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

William L. Enyart 
Julia Buser Welch 

Jack L. Giannini 
(Retired) 

March 28, 2001 

Ms. Carol Schull 
Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 ucu Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Dear Ms. Schull: 

12 South 2nd Street 

Belleville, IL 62220 
(618) 235-8300 

FAX (618) 235-8673 
e-mail : enyart@ icss.net 

jbwelch@ icss.net 

1,-p~~l;~~ ........ _ 

! APR - 9 2001 
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Southwestern Illinois has played a long and historic role in the 
development of our nation from the earliest French explorers on. We 
are particularly blessed with the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion located in 
Cahokia, Illinois. I would like to strongly endorse the Nicholas 
Jarrot Mansion as a national historic landmark. 

This early Federal style home was built in the period 1807-1810. I 
believe it to be nationally significant particularly in light of its 
remarkable intact state, its authentic design, construction techniques 
and materials. 

It is an important link in the historically significant structures 
along the Mississippi River in Southwestern Illinois from Fort 
Kaskaskia to Fort Chartres to the Cahokia Mounds and northward. 

Based on the criteria applicable to national historical landmarks, I 
believe it is clear that this building is worthy of such a designation. 
If I can provide you with any further information or comments, please 
do not hesitate to contact me 

cer lyo~ J. 

William L. Enyart 

WLE:cp 



March 28, 2001 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 "C" Street NW 
Room NC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Schull, 

We are sending this correspondence in support of the endorsement of the 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, IL for the National Historic Register. The 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion is an interpretation of the early Federal architectural 
style, constructed between 1807-1810. 

We believe the Mansion should be designated a National Historic Landmark 
because of the following merits: 

1) It represents an early interpretation of the first American architectural style 
within the growth and development of the country's first territory, the 
Northwest Territory. 

2) The Jarrot Mansion still contains the authentic design, construction 
techniques and materials used to build brick structures on the early frontier. 

3) The Jarrot Mansion is a living archive, which exists as physical evidence of 
our evolution as an American nation and is still here extant and remarkably 
intact. 

4) The Jarrot Mansion functions as an important historic vehicle to understand 
how our nation was settled. 

5) The Jarrot Mansion was the residence of Nicholas Jarrot, who served as an 
interpreter for Meriwether Lewis with the Spanish authorities at St. Louis, prior 
to the historic exploration of the Northwest Territory by Lewis and Clark. 

Thank you for your support and consideration of the importance of the Nicholas 
Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, IL as a National Historic Landmark. 

Sincerely, 

Craig and Georgia Prusa 
248 S. ih St. 
East Carondelet, IL 62240 -
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April 2, 2001 

Ms. Carol Schull 
Keeper National Register 
1849 "C" Street NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, DC 20204 

Dear Ms. Schull, 

. l 

Subject: Nicholas Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL 

I APR -9 311 
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Endorsement for National Historic Landmark status 

The Jarrot Mansion should receive serious consideration as a National Historic 
Landmark. The house and its original owner are significant historically. Most of its 
fabric is original and represents clearly the construction, design, and materials used in a 
frontier brick building. 

The Jarrot Mansion is an exceptional building representative of early Federal architecture 
transplanted from the East Coast to the American frontier. Built between 1807 and 1810, 
the two story Mansion represented wealth and elegance and was often the center of 
entertainment for near-by communities. The building survived the disastrous earthquake 
of 1812, felt by people as far away as Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Evidence of the 
damage is still visible today along with the building's original design and construction 
techniques. 

The owner of the Jarrot Mansion, Nicholas Jarrot was a Frenchman who served the 
Catholic Church in Maryland prior to his removal to Cahokia. During his lifetime he 
served as a respected merchant, trader, officer of the militia, and judge. He was an 
interpreter for Meriwether Lewis in Saint Louis with the Spanish authorities prior to the 
historic exploration. 



I hope you will consider the nomination of the Jarrot Mansion for Landmark status. 

Sincerely, 

Marianna James Munyer 
Curator of Collections 
Historic Sites Division 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
313 S. 6th Street 
Springfield, IL 62701 
(217) 785-5056 

cc: Molly McKenzie 
Jane Rhetta 



63 Country Club Place 
Belleville, IL 62223 
April 3, 2001 

Carol Schull, Keeper National Register 
National Park Service .. . 
1849 'C' Street NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, DC 20240 t~- 9-20~ ,. ·ORV 
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Dear Ms. Schull, '--~~~:::::;.:.:;.;.;...._--

It is my understanding that your office is in the process of considering 
the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion for National Historic Landmark status. As a 
southern lllinois resident familiar with this site, I wish to add my 
encouragement to this action. 

The Jarrot Mansion links us with a significant moment in our nations 
history. The building reflects an early interpretation of an emerging 
American style and through studying this house we can gain a clearer 
understanding of how the European traditions were forged together in a new 
way. Jarrot and his home have been linked to the birth of our nation as a 
continental unit and this building serves as our present-day connection to 
this embryonic moment in our past. 

Surely these and many other well researched facts will lead your 
department to the best decision in this listing. I look forward to celebrating 
this National Historic Landmark status distinction with the talented Jarrot 
Mansion staff. 

Sincerely, 

c~,r~r~ 
Carolyn W. Farquhar 



Office of 
the Mayor 

103 Main Street 
April 4, 2001 

Carol D. Shull 

Cahokia, Dlinois 62206 

Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey 
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

RE: Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois 

Dear Ms. Shull: 
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I have thoroughly reviewed the nomination for designation of the 
Nicholas Jarrot Mansion as a National Historic Landmark. I 
believe that this designation would be a fitting tribute to this 
important historical site. At my recommendation, the Cahokia 
Board of Trustees voted unanimously at the regular board meeting 
of April 3, 2001 to strongly support this nomination. 

Historically, this 1807-1810 building in the early Federal 
architectural style is a crown jewel of Cahokia's rich history. 
In addition to the architectural importance of the Jarrot 
Mansion, the mansion played a significant role in the development 
of the Northwest Territory. 

The Jarrot Mansion today is remarkably faithful to the design and 
construction used on the early frontier. It is truly a living 
piece of Ameri c an history on display. It is unique as the first 
brick structure in the Mississippi Valley. The status of 
Nicholas Jarrot as an interpreter for Meriwether Lewis enhances 
the historical significance of the Jarrot Mansion. 

The Village of Cahokia desires to share the Jarrot Mansion with 
historians, students and visitors. The National Historic 
Landmark designation would officially signify the importance of 
the Jarrot Mansion. 

Sincerely, 
' 

/ j~JJ~L~ -L-4u 
.)C~rm "'s~ Li ,fffni / 
Mayor 

I 
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Carol Schull 

~ ·--Juaith Paine McBrien 

Presid nt 

Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' St. , N.W. 
Room NC-400 
Washington , DC 20240 ' f 

APR 2 0 2001 

i u 
RE: National Historic Landmark Status for the Jarrot MansiL Cahokia:. Ill. 

.f 

Dear Ms Schull , 

On behalf of the Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois, the only statewide nonprofit 
preservation group in Illinois, I would like to give our wholehearted support for designating the 
Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia as a National Hi storic Landmark. 

The Jarrot Mansion is an extremely rare-and intact-example of an early Federal style 
building in the Northwest Territory . Dating from 1807 -I 0, this building provides a museum
quality example of the construction techniques, design, and materials that were used in building 
brick structures during the western expansion of the United States . 

In addition, this building was the residence of Nicholas Jarrot, who was an early advisor to 
Meriwether Lewis prior to his famed Lewis and Clark Expedition. We feel that this fact , 
coupled with the building's architectural importance, makes the Jarrot Mansion an outstanding 
candidate for receiving National Historic Landmark status . 

Thank you for your consideration of thi s important issue. 

Sincerely , 

David Bahlman 
Executive Director 

cc : Tracey Sculle, IHPA 

"To preserve, protect and promote architectural and historic resources in Illinois through advocacy and education. " 
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Ms. Carol Schull 
Keeper National Register 
National Park Service 
1849 'C' Street NW 
RoomNC-400 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Schull: 
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I am writing to offer my full support for the confirmation and declaration of the Nicholas 
Jarrot Mansion as a National Historic Landmark. 

The J arrot Mansion, located in Cahokia, Illinois, was constructed in the period 1807-1810 
and stands today as one of the best preserved examples of the early Federal architectural style. 
Although the building itself is undoubtedly of great architectural importance, it is its immense 
historical significance that makes it worthy of landmark status and marks it as a national treasure. 

With evidence of design, construction techniques and building materials authentic to the 
brick structures on the early frontier, this former residence ofNicholas Jarrot, interpreter for 
Meriwether Lewis with the Spanish authorities at St. Louis, remains as physical evidence of our 
evolution as a nation. 

As a U.S. Senator, I recognize the importance of preserving our heritage for our children 
to enjoy. I fully endorse this effort to promote the rich history and culture of southwestern 
Illinois. 

If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my office at 
217/492-4062. 

V~:urn, 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

' 

'· 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H3415(2280) 

United States Department of the Interior . 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

JUL 9 2001 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Secretary 

Through: 

From: 

Subject: Designation of 15 Properties as National Historic Landmarks; 1 National Historic 
Landmark Boundary Revision; and 3 Withdrawal of National Historic Landmark 
Designation: Request for Secretarial Action 

At a meeting on May 22, 2001, the National Park System Advisory Board recommended 
designation ofthe following 15 properties as National Historic Landmarks: 

RACIAL DESEGREGATION IN PUBLIC EDUCATION 

1. JOHN PHILIP SOUSA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, WASHINGTON, DC 

2. NEW KENT SCHOOL AND GEORGE.W. WATKINS SCHOOL, NEW KENT 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

ARCHITECTURE 

3. NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION, CAHOKIA, ILLINOIS 

4. MERCHANTS' EXCHANGE BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

5. DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH, NEWBURGH, NEWBURGH, NEW YORK 

6. SAMUEL WADSWORTH RUSSELL HOUSE, MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT 

7. GIBSON HOUSE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

8. S.R. CROWN HALL, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

INDIVIDUAL TOPICS 

9. FRESNO SANITARY LANDFILL, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 

l 0. SHELDON JACKSON SCHOOL, SITKA, ALASKA 

11. BETHANIA IDS TO RIC DISTRICT, BETHANIA, NORTH CAROLINA 

12. RANDOLPH FIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT, BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS 



MARITIME 

13. MODESTY, WEST SAYVILLE, NEW YORK 

14. RUDOLPH OYSTER HOUSE, WEST SAYVILLE, NEW YORK 

15. J.C. LORE OYSTER HOUSE, SOLOMONS, MARYLAND 

In accordance with National Historic Landmarks Program regulations, the Board reviewed the 
studies nominating these properties for Landmark status and found that the properties meet 
National Historic Landmarks Program criteria. The Board, therefore, voted to recommend that 
they be designated as National Historic Landmarks. 

The Board also reviewed a study for a boundary increase and name change for an already 
designated National Historic Landmark. The Board found the boundary change and name 
change meet the National Historic Landmarks Program criteria and, therefore, voted to 
recommend the boundary increase and name change of the following property: 

1. COSO ROCK ART DISTRICT (formerly named BIG AND LITTLE PETROGLYPH 
CANYONS), INYO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

In addition, the Board reviewed the studies for the withdrawal of National Historic Landmark 
designation. The Board found that the withdrawal of the National Historic Landmark 
designation was justified under the National Historic Landmarks Program criteria and, therefore, 
voted to withdraw the National Historic Landmark designation of the following properties: 

1. USS CABOT, PORT BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 

2. HOTEL BREAKERS, SANDUSKY, OHIO 

3. USS INAUGURAL, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

After reviewing the study for the following property, the Board voted to defer consideration of 
the property for National Historic Landmark designation until more documentation could be 
added to the nomination: 

1. PRISCILLA, WEST SAYVILLE, NEW YORK 

After reviewing the study for the following National Historic Landmark boundary revision, the 
Board voted to defer consideration of the boundary revision to the following already designated 
National Historic Landmark until the documentation could be confirmed: 

1. MENDOCINO WOODLANDS NATIONAL RECREATION DEMONSTRATION 
AREA, MENDOCINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 



Finally, the Board reviewed the Old Spanish Trail National Historic Trail Study and 
Environmental Assessment done in April of 2001. The Board accepted the recommendation of 
its Landmarks Committee regarding the conclusion, presented in this revised report, that the 
OLD SPANISH TRAIL was nationally significant. This recommendation includes the proviso 
that a scholarly review of the study be completed by the National Park Service and that the 
results of this review be incorporated into the final report. 



I recommend that you approve the Board's May 22,2001, recommendations on the new National 
Historic Landmark designations and the National Historic Landmark boundary revision,-' 
designate as National Historic Landmarks the 15 properties listed below; and accept the 
boundary revision and name change for the already designated National Historic Landmark 
listed below: 

NEW DESIGNATIONS: . 

1. JOHN PHILIP SOUSA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, WASHINGTON, DC 

2. NEW KENT SCHOOL AND GEORGE W. WATKINS SCHOOL, NEW KENT 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

3. NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION, CAHOKIA, ILLINOIS 

4.' MERCHANT'S EXCHANGE BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

5. DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH, NEWBURGH, NEW YORK 

6. SAMUEL WADSWORTH RUSSELL HOUSE, MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT 

7. GIBSON HOUSE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

8. S.R. CROWN HALL, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

9. FRESNO SANITARY LANDFILL, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 

10. SHELDON JACKSON SCHOOL, SITKA ALASKA 

11. BETHANIA IDSTORIC DISTRICT, BETHANIA, NORTH CAROLINA 

12. RANDOLPH FIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT, BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS 

13. MODESTY, WEST SAYVILLE, NEW YORK 

14. RUDOLPH OYSTER HOUSE, WEST SAYVILLE, NEW YORK 

15. J.C. LORE OYSTER HOUSE, SOLOMONS, MARYLAND 

BOUNDARY REVISION AND NAME CHANGE 

1. COSO ROCK ART DISTRICT, INYO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

DISAPPROVE: ________ _ 

DATE:--44-__ A_UG_O _7 _20_0_1 __ DATE: -----------------



I recommend that you approve the Board's May 22, 2001, recommendation and withdraw the 
National Historic Landmark designation of the following properties: 

WITHDRAWAL OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 

1. USS CABOT, PORT BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 

2. HOTEL BREAKERS, SANDUSKY, OHIO 

3. USS INAUGURAL, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

DISAPPROVE: ________ _ 

DATE: ------------------



I recommend that you approve the Board's May 22, 2001, recommendation to find the OLD 
SPANISH TRAIL nationally significant. . 

APPROVE: ~A DISAPPROVE: ---------------------
DATE: . .J.L___A_U_G _0_1_2_00_1 __ DATE: _________ _ 

ATTACHMENTS 



H3417(2280) 

Mr. William L. Wheeler, SHPO 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services Division 
One Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Dear Mr. Wheeler: 

AUG 2 1 2001 

I am pleased to inform you that the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois has been found to 
possess national significance in the history of the United States. As a result, the Secretary of the Interior 
designated this property a National Historic Landmark on August 7, 2001. 

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize nationally significant sites and to 
encourage their owners to preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the National Park 
Service. They are evaluated by the National Park System Advisory Board and designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. 

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places a property in the National Register of 
Historic Places, if it is not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and benefits provided by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties. 

Each Landmark is eligible to receive one bronze plaque to commemorate the property's designation. You 
will shortly be contacted by a National Historic Landmarks coordinator for your area about applying for 
your plaque. If you have any questions about the plaque or the designation prior to that time please 
contact Ms. Patty Henry of the National Historic Landmarks Survey at 202/343-8163. 

We are pleased to include the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion on the roll ofNational Historic Landmarks as 
significant representatives of our Nation's heritage. 

Sincerely, 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey and 

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 



, 
SIMILAR LETTER SENT TO: 

OWN/SHPO: Mr. William L. Wheeler, SHPO 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Preservation Services Division 
One Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

HEO: Honorable Joseph LiVigni 
Mayor of Village of Cahokia 
Cahokia Village Hall 
103 Main Street 
Cahokia, Illinois 62206 

bee: C. Ahlgren, MWRO 
0001 
2200 Stevenson 
2280 Pitts 
2280 NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION (NHL) 

FNP:PHenry:mg:03/28/0 1 
F:\NR-NHL\MONETTE\FALLOO\BCCOWN.WPD 



Author: Carol Ahlgren at NPS 
Date: B/31/01 11:33 AM 
Normal 

TO: Patty Henry at NP-WASO-NRHESubject: NHL notification---------------------------------
Message Contents 

Hi Patty, thanks for all your help with my previous inquiries . 
Here is yet another. 
Could you send the letter announcing listing of the Jarrot Mansion to the site 
manager? Apparently, the mayor, the nomination preparer and others received it, 
but not this individual (who is organizing the plaque ceremony) 

Molly McKenzie 
Site Manager 
Cahokia Courthouse & 
Jarrot Mansion 
107 Elm Street 
Cahokia, IL 62206 

Thanks ! 
Carol 



H3417(2280) 

Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Durbin: 

SEP 6 2001 

I am pleased to inform you that the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion in Cahokia, Illinois, has been found to 
possess national significance in the history of the United States. As a result, the Secretary ofthe Interior 
designated this property a National Historic Landmark on August 7, 2001. 

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize nationally significant sites and to 
encourage their owners to preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the National Park 
Service. They are evaluated by the National Park System Advisory Board and designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. 

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places a property in the National Register of 
Historic Places, if it is not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and benefits provided by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties. 

Each Landmark is eligible to receive one bronze plaque to commemorate the property's designation. The 
owner(s) will shortly be contacted by a National Historic Landmarks coordinator for their area about 
applying for their plaque. If you have any questions about the plaque or the designation please contact 
Ms. Patty Henry of the National Historic Landmarks Survey at 202/343-8163. 

We are pleased to include the Nicholas Jarrot Mansion on the roll of National Historic Landmarks as 
significant representatives of our Nation's heritage. 

Sincerely, 

Fran P. Mainella 
Director 

sue E. MAsu: A 
.~ , 



; 

IDENTICAL LETTER SENT TO: 

Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Honorable Peter G. Fitzgerald 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Honorable Jerry F. Costello 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

bee: C. Ahlgren, MWRO 
0001 
2200 Stevenson 
2280 Pitts 
2280 NICHOLAS JARROT MANSION (NHL) 

FNP:PHenry:mg:08/24/0 1 
F:\NR-NHL\MONETTE\SPRINGO 1 \BCCOWN.WPD 



CHARLES E. PETERSON, F.A.I.A., F.A.P.T., F.S.A.H., Architectural Historian, Restorationist and Planner 

Ms Carolyn Pitts 
Architectural Historian 
National Historic Landmarks 
National Parks Service 
U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-2878 

Re: Jarrot Mansion, Cahokia, IL 

Dear Carolyn: 

November 4, 2001 

I have just received an invitation to a National Historic 
Landmark designation celebration at the Jarrot Mansion on November 17. 
Xerox enclosed. Would like to go but can•t. Is it one of your 
projects? 

Still hoping for an angel to work for 427 Spruce Street. 

CEP:hs 
Encl. 

332 Spruce Street 

Society Hill 

Philadelphia, PA 19106-4201 

Tel: 215-922-3623 

Fax:215-829-1467 

Sincerely yours, 

elv 
Charles E. Peterson 



Other Sites Considered 

cahokia. Historic District, Illinois 

Location: St. Clnir County, Cahokia 

Proposed Boundaries of Historic District: The area bounded on the 
south by Second Street, on the east by the abandoned right of way 
of the East st. Louis C. & w., on the north by First Street, and on 
the west by Elm Street. 

Ownership: Various 

History and Condition 

Cahokia, settled in 1700, was one of the earliest French 
communities in the Illinois Country. · There are left today only 
two structures illustrative of the French Colonial period. The area 
around these two widely separated buildings is occupied by much later 
structures and these intrusions have destroyed the integrity of the 
original village site. 

Cahokia was founded in March 1699 by priests of the seminary 
of Quebec who established a mission on the site. The following year 
the first fur traders and settlers arrived and in 1723 there were a 
total of 12 .French pioneers living at cahokia. In 1766 the town con
tained 45 dwelling houses and one church and in 1787 there were about 
400 inhabitants and 50 houses. Cahokia began to decline in the early 
19th century. In 1814 the county seat was removed; the economic rise 
of st. Louis and East st. Louis, and the annual floods of the Mississippi 
further hastened Cahokia's decline. Finally, in 1844, a great flood 
destroyed many of the old French Colonial buildings in Cahokia. 

Cahokia still has th:.. .. ee historic structures of mo:re than 
average architectural interest. Two of these, the Cahokia Courthouse, 
erected around 1737, and the Church of the Holy Family, built 1786-
1799, are excellent examples of French Colonial architecture and are 
treated individually elsewhere in this report. The third structure, 
the Jarrot Mansion, erected 1799-18<>6, is the oldest brick house in 
Illinois. Constructed for Major Nicholas Jarrot, the large two-story 
house is of Georgian Colonial design. The central hall plan, the 
Flemish bond brickwork in front, and the woodwork, however, are thor
oughly Anglo-American in character and are quite unrelated to French 
Colonial architecture, There are modern intrusions within the proposed 
district boundaries and around these three widely spaced structures. 



Jarrot House, Cahokia, Illinois NPS Photo, 1968 



l'm"tD 1o-81Ta 
t eert. 11117) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTO RIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplemen t Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of t.he itfms. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Da~'c1iption and Importance (cont'd) . . . (French Colonia~ Architecture) 

illinois I 
NAME($) OF SITE 

· Cahokia Historic District 

B. References: Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecture _(New York, 1952),. 256~ 257-8; 
Charles E. Peterson, "Notes on Old Cahokia1

11 Journal of the Ulinois State Historical 
Society, Vol. XLII~ No.1 (Y~rch 1949), Part I, pp.7-29~ also published in The 
French American Revie;.r, July-speember, 1948, pp.184-225,;-Charles E. P0tll!J1son, 11Special 
Report on iVJo Res.219-Father Pierre Gibault Monument at Ckhold.a., lllinois 1

111 (NPS 
typescript, St. Louis, 1939),. 18 pp1 maps, and photos,; Charles Eo Peerson, "Report 
on Cahokia and the Holy Family Church, ID.inois, tt (NPS Typescript, St. Louis, March 
26,. 1948), 24pp., maps, and photos;: John Dru/.ry, Historic Midl-vest Houses (Minneapolis, 
1947), 55-56,; John Drury, Old Illinois Houses(Springfield, Ill., 1948), 2-3, lQ-11; 
Rexford Newcomb, Architecture of the Old North-West Territory (Chicago, 1950),22-23; 
John F. McDennott, ed., Old CahOkia (St. Louis, 1949); Charles Eo Peterson,. 11Early 
French Landmarks Along the Mississippi," Antiques, LIII (April11948), 286-288; . 

Charles E. Peeerson, 11French Houses of the Diirubis Coun"W1,11 Missouriana, Vol. 11 

No. 4 (Aug.-Sept., 1938), 9-12. Dorothy and Richard Pratt, A Guide to Early 
American Homes - North (New York, 1956),, 224-2~5. , 

lllinoisfu> A Descriptive and Historical Guide (American Guide Series) (Chicago, 
1947)~ 492- 4. . . 

9. Historic American Building Surveyc. Church or the Holy J#J Fa.mil.y (9 sheets, 
and 3 photos, 1934). 

Jarrot House (16 sheets and 2 photos11934). 

Priei;st•s House (19th c.,Greek Revival) (4 
sheets and 1 photo, 1934) 

Cahokia Courthouse ( ~ sheet, 7 photos, 1934) ,, 

Prepared by' Charles W. Snell, 12/13/68. 
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Jarrot Mansion State Historic Site 

Special Recognition Celebration 

National Historic Landmark 

Designation by the U.S. Department of the Interior 

Saturday, November 17, 2001 
Jarrot Mansion Historic Site Grounds 

124 East First Street 
Cahokia, Illinois 

- 11 a.m. -Musical Program 

by Cahokia High School Concert Band 

11 : 15 a.m. - Plaque Presentation by National Park Service; 
Remarks by U.S. Congressman Jerry F. Costello, 

Senator James F. Clayborne, Jr. 

& other Distinguished Guests 

Light luncheon to follow. 
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Cahokia was founded in March 1699 by three 
missionaries from the Seminary of the For
eign Missions of Quebec . Canada. These 
priests built a chapel dedicated to the Holy 
Family. 

Cahokia is named for the tribe of Indians who 
were a part of the Illinois Indian Confedera
tion . With their close associates. the Tam
aroas, the Cahokias lived in a wooded strip 
of land between the Mississippi River and 
Cahokia Cr€ek. Here they gathered in the 
summer for their councils and in the winter 
ranged the prairies on their great hunts. The 
word Cahokia signifies "wild geese." 

The 1723 census showed only 12 white resi
dents, but later the town became the most 
populous of the French Mississippi River 
towns and had over 3,000 residents. Of the 
half dozen French settlements in this section 
at that time, Cahokia was the commercial 
center, Kaskaskia was known for its agri-
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'9 to any traveler. A lull lime Tourist Information 
enter Is located In lhc Cahokia Cily Hall. 
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culture, and Fort de Chartres was the gov
ernment<~! headquarters. These pioneer set
tlements of white men, with their French cus
toms and government, were surrounded by 
1,000 miles of Indian country to the north and 
ec.st, and 3,000 miles to the west and south. 

In Cahokia, as in the other villages, there were 
two distinct communities - one French and 
one Indian. The races, however, mingled in 
trade and worship and sometimes intermar
ried . Relations generally were close and 
friendly. 

As a result of the Seven Year's War of 1756-
63, Canada and the Illinois country were ced
ed to Great Britain. In 1764, the city of St. 
Louis was founded four miles north, across 
the Mississippi River, and many of the Ca
hokians moved to the new community. They 
wished to escape the river floods that plagued 
Cahokia and wanted to live on French soil. 
Cahokia became a part of the United States 
of America on July 5, 1778 when captured 
by George Rogers Clark. 

In 1790, temporarily part of the Northwest 
Territory, St. Clair County was established 
with Cahokia as the county seat. The county 
at that time extended north to Canada. With 
a constant threat of floods at Cahokia, the 
county seat was moved to Belleville in 1814. 
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J 1st ··off Route 3 at Cahokia, Illinois is old 
.Cai"lokia Courthouse, an outstanding exam
ple of pioneer French architecture. Now a 
state memorial, it is assuredly the oldest of 
all comthouses west of the Alleghenies. 

The exact date of its origin is unknown, but 
historians presume the 35 x 48 foot structure 
was built shortly after 1737. It is one of the 
few French pioneer log buildings left today. 
Its interstices, filled with stone and mortar, 
Indicate great . age and its walls rest on a 
f0undation of stone nearly two feet thick. The 
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Tourists can linger long and profitably at the 
Old Church of the Holy Family, built by Rev
erend Gabriel Richard in 1799, and still in a 
temarkable state of preservation. It is the old
est church west of the Alleghenies. 

Tonti, who had joined La Salle's trip through 
the Illinois Territory in 1679, later in 1698 
guided Fathers Jolliet de Montigny, Antoine 
Davion, and Jean Francois Suisson de St. 
Cosme to Cahokia. By May i699 Father St. 
Cosme had CQmpleted a house and chapel 
here, the first rude church in Illinois country. 
Although assembled in 1799, the walnut logs 
used in the church are remarkably preserved, 

floors are of sassafras puncheons on walnut 
beams. The roof is the cantilever type, ex
tending . on all four sides down over the 
porches. The building has four rooms, which 
served as a courtroom, a jail, and two other 
rooms that no doubt were joint offices and 
living quarters. 

This courthouse is so important to the de
velopment of the Mississippi Valley, it has 
been moved three times. Its first move was 
to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. 
Louis in 1903. Next it was moved to Chicago 
and displayed at Jackson Park. Finally in 
1938 it was returned to this original site and 
rebuilt with strict authenticity. 

nearly two centuries later. These original logs 
amaze the average tourist visiting the site 
today. 
Located on the grounds of the old Church at 
Cahokia is also a gravesite believed to be the 
oldest occidental cemetery in the West. The 
dead were buried there one above the other 
for over a century and a half. The bones of 
Spanish Cavaliers and grand dames of France 
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decayed to
gether with 
those of In
dians and 
N e g r o 
slaves. 
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Jalr/Uit" -I-IOU4e - Oldest Brick Building in Illinois 

One of the first landmarks to be researched 
when WPA architects began work on the 
Histor,;c 'American Buildings Survey in Illi
nois was the venerable Jarrot House at Ca
hokia. A subject of intensive historical inter
est, the: • Jarrot House is probably the oldest 
brick house in the upper Mississippi Valley. 
When construction of this residence was be
gun in 1799 - workmen making all of its 
bricks on the spot - there was no state of 
Illinois. By the time the house was completed 
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ana Territory. Following the house's comple
tion , Jarrot resided in it as something of a 
"feudal lord" of Cahokia. He is said to have 
owned twenty-five thousand acres of land, 
including the site of the original Lewis and 
Clark encampment at the mouth -of the Wood 
River. When completed, the Jarrot House be
came the most admired dwelling of that re
gion. Here, six Jarrot children were born and 
reared. 
In the ballroom on the SP"'.:'"-~ ~!.,':'r nf the 
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hokia. In 1809 Jarrot persuaded a lawyer from 
Kentucky, Samuel Davidson, to give up his 
practice and become a school master, at a 
salary of $400 a year. 
A significant event regarding slavery in Illi
nois occurred when a lawsuit involving one of 
the Jarrot slaves was decided in favor of free
dom. This court case made Illinois a free 
state in 1845. 
Living close by the Church of the Holy Fam
ily, Nicholas and Mme. Jarrot, a devout cou
ple, always led the family procession to Mass 
on Sundays and holy days. Generous and 
hospitable in their life style, the Jarrots en-

. tertained frequently with receptions and din· 
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