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{7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t • Good Q F a i r • 
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De te r i o ra ted Q R u i n s n U n e x p o s e d \ | 

I N T E G R I T Y 
( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d • 

( C h e c k One) 

M o v e d • O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Arsenal i s on the Island of Rock Island, midway between the 
c i t i e s of Moline and Rock Island on the I l l i n o i s side and I l l i n o i s 
and Davenport, Iowa. It i s about three miles long, about 3/i|-mile 
wide at i t s widest point, and consists of 9̂ 5 acres. 

The western end of the Island was the site of Fort Armstrong, 
which, at that.time sat above a sheer c l i f f . In I863-67 the Clock 
Tower was built near the site of Fort-Anastrong, which bumed in 
1833. "No name can be given to the exterior architecture," said 
Major D. W. Flagler, Commanding Officer i n I877 i n speaking of the 
Clock Tower. "The walls are of buff limestone. A l l of the exterior 
i s cut or bush-hammered work, and highly ornamented with projections, 
moldings, etc. . . I t i s well b u i l t , but the building has no chimney, 
or ventilating flues and cannot be ventilated, warmed, or dried. 

In 1866, ten large shops were started and completed by I876. 
These are on the center of the Island. These buildings are as mas
sive as a king's castle. In most of them, the outside walls are 
three feet thick. The interior partition walls are 2^ feet i n width, 
tapering to two feet thickness i n the a t t i c . A l l walls are made from 
a single course of stone. 

The massive stone shops have columns of cast iron and wrought 
iron in Phoenix shape. They have broad, sturdy iron stairways. 
Ceilings are I3 to I6 feet from the floor. Floors and roof decking 
were made of 2-inch white pine planks. 

The Commanding Officer's Quarters and three other q.uarters were 
completed i n l870-7i+. TITO others were added i n lg05_and_1907. These 
homes are along the North shoreline. V/hen the great stone houses for 
officers were b u i l t , fireplaces were placed i n iviany of'the room's," in
cluding some of the bedrooms. But a few fireplaces wouldn't do very 
much to take the winter c h i l l from a 24-room house built with castle 
dimensions. The earlier homes are almost completely bu i l t of ashler 
limestone. 

The buildings of World War I and II extend to the West, 
of these are of concrete. 

Most 

m 

n 

o 
z 

The Northeastem half of the Island i s used by a golf club founded 
in 1905. The club house i s frame and i s next to Quarters 1. The 
Southeastern half of the Island i s covered by a profusion of trees 
and shrubs. By comparison, the Western half of the Island i s bare. 
The overall shape i s that roughly resenbling a Gurkha knife surrounded 
by water. 
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Access i s gained by two bridges in the West and by one i n the 

East. The swing-span Government Bridge to Davenport, Iowa was built 
i n 1898 and is s t i l l i n use. The upper t i e r of this bridge i s for 
trains and the lower for vehicular t r a f f i c . 

Among the interesting stone installations among the older works 
at Rock Island Arsenal!•? a stone bridge on the golf course, East of the 
clubhouse. This bridge i s i n a low area where formerly a lake of some 
sort existed. The bridge i s li k e something from the old country, with 
i t s keyed arch and i t s gargoyles. The bridge probably was designed 
by the late W. 0. Groehnen^ who came to the Arsenal with Major Flagler 
i n 1871 and who remained 4̂-0 to 50 years. Called a "delineator," he seems 
to have been the arsenal architect. , i : 

It i s noted that most of the casting of fences and other iron molding 
was done by the Arsenal. 
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2. F i r s t bridge to cross the Mississippi, 1853-56 (Abraham Lincoln 
y successfully defended the railroad interests) Pier s t i l l stands 

3. Scene of service during Black Hawk War (Abraham Lincoln, Zachary 
Taylor, Winfield Scott, Jefferson Davis, Albert Sidney Johnson, 
Joseph E. Johnson, Robert Anderson of Fort Sumpter fame, Williams 
S. Harney, Edmond P. Gaines, Henry Atkinson, and Philip Kearney) 

4. Site of Fort Armstrong, 1816-36 (Replica of Block House stands 
on site) 

5. Site of Confederate Prison, I863-65 (Confederate Cemetery s t i l l 
on Island) 

6. Second Commander: T. J. Rodman famous for the Rodman Gun and 
his work on gun powder (His grave is on the Island) I863-7I 

7. Site of Rodman shops s t i l l i n use and majestic homes of the I87O' 

K/ 8. Home of the Mound Builders before history was written (One mound 
s t i l l remains) 

9. Site of Colonel Davenport's home (First real home in this area) 
1833 

10. Site of one of the world's time capsules, I968 

11. Recognized by State of I l l i n o i s as a historic site, I968 

12. Site of swing-span Government Bridge of I898 



MAJOR B IBL IOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

(1) Ordinance Memoranda #20, History of Rock Island Arsenal, F l 
1877, Government Printing Office 

(2) VJar's Greatest Workshop, Rock Island Arsenal, Arsenal 
Company, 1922. 

(3) A History of Rack Island and Rock Island Arsenal from'rEarli^t'^\Q' 
Times to 1954, Nothstein and Others, I965, Rock Island:;-Arsen^feG\S 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
90 ° 34 • 00 -
90 ° 31 • 00 " 
90 ° 31 • 00 " 
90 « 34 • 00 • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
41 o 31. 20 " 
4 l ° 31 • 20 -
41 ° 30 • 4o -
k l " 30- 4o " 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

0 1 > 

Deg rees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

0 * •• 

m 
m 

H 

c 
n 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

.11. FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Leonard E. Lock, Surveyist 
O R G A N I ZA T l ON 

Rock Island Histor ical Society August 18, 196c' _ 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

822 l l t h Avenue 
o 
z 
0 0 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Moline I l l i n o i s 1 ? " 
12. STA T E LIAISON O F F I C E R CERTIF ICA 1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VER)FICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National • State • Loca l • 

Name ^ . 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Ofiice ot Archeology and Historic Pte^^ervaiibn 

.... 9--5f9'-^f 
A T T E S T : 

T i t l , 

Keeper of Tfie National Reg^ter 

Date Date 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(C<xitinuation Sheet) 

I l l i n o i s 
COUNTY 

Rock Island 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

CiVumber atl ontrl&a) 

#8 Statement of Significance 

Rock Island, surrounded by the waters of the Mississippi River, 
played a significant part in the opening of the v/est. The Indians in 
the area early recognized the strategic advantages of the island and 
also held various ceremonial gatherings there. 

Fort Armstrong at the lower erid_of Rock Island was garrisoned__froni 
1816 ~toTH^7~and the Black Hawk War ended here in 1832. The principal 
o?'The Dred Scott United States Supreme Court decision was ovmed by one 
of the arpiy surgeons on the island and spent several months there. Among 
the soldiers that served in this v i c i n i t y during the Black Hav/k War were 
tv/o future presidents, Zachary Taylor and Abraham Lincoln, plau Winfield 

Scott, Jefferson Davis, Albert Sidney Johnson, Joseph E. Johnson, Robert 
Anderson of Fort Sumter, Henry Atkinson, and Philip Kearney. 

The island was the home of George Davenport, an..Indian trader and founder 
of the Iowa city that bears his name. He constructed the first permanent 
house in the area crn^the island in 1833. 

The support of a terminal of the f i r s t bridge to cross the Mississippi 
River rested on the is3.1l5d. Two v/eeks after the railroad bridge v/as opened 
in 1856, the steamboat, "Effie Afton", rammed a pier, setting i t afire, and 
the drav/spans were destroyed. Abraham Lincoln represented the railroad 
interests in the lav/suit that follov/ed. 

A prison for Confederate soldiers was maintained on the island from 
1863 to 1865. There is a Confederate cemetery at the present time on 
the island. 

The Rock Island Arsenal v/as established by an act of Congress on July 
11, 1862. The secOTid„.cgmmander, Thomas Jefferson Rodman, was famous 
for Mie Rodman Gun and his v/ork on gun powder from 1863 to 1871. The 
Rodman Shops and majestic homes of the 1870's are s t i l l in use today. 

The arsenal has served the nation through a l l the wars and conflicts 
since 1898. In addition to serving as the location of the arsenal buildings, 
i t is the headquarters for the United States Army Weapons Command, the John 
M. Brov/ning weapons museum, and several other federal agencies. 

The Rock Island Arsenal v/as recognized as an historic site by the 
state of ILlinois in 1968. 



Form 10-300a 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

S T A T E 

I l l i n o i s 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR IC P LACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

C O U N T Y 

Rock I s l a n d 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOR IC P LACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(Number all entriea) 

(9 cont.) 
(4) Federal Writer's Project, Rock Island and Moline, American Guide 

Series, Chicago 1937-

(5) Hamlin; Talbot, Greek Revival Architecture i n America, (Dover Pub
lications, New York, 1964) ~ 

(6) Koeper, Frederick, I l l i n o i s Architecture from Territorial Times 
to Present, A Selective Guide, (University of Chicago Press), 
Chicago 1968. 

(7) Connally, Earnest A., "Recommendations for the Development and 
Improvement of the Playsical and Aesthetic Aspects of the Community, 
with Particular Emphasis on the Preservation and Utilization of 
Historic Structures" in The University of I l l i n o i s A l l University 
Committee for Community Problems Report, (University of I l l i n o i s , 
Bureau of Community Planning). Urbana, I l l i n o i s , 1959 (mimeograph). 

(8) Rock Island County Art Work, The W. H. Parish Publishing Company, l893' 

(9) Pictures of Tri-Cities, C. J. Martin, Davenport, Iowa, I9OI 

(10) Drury, John, Old I l l i n o i s Houses, I l l i n o i s Historical Society, Spring
f i e l d , I l l i n o i s , 1948. Page 127 of the book reads: 

"There followed the construction of Davenport's frame house 
on the Island. "Early photographs of the house," writes 
Architect Earl H. Reed for the Historic American Buildings 
Survey, "show i t to have been of a highly developed type 
for the Midwest, with well proportioned side and rear wings, 
one of the former having perhaps served as an officer. 

"Davenport, who was a man of broad culture, traveled widely 
throughout the East and South and his familiarity with the 
finest Colonial and post-Colonial traditions shows i n the 
architectural lines of his house. Its good proportions, 
s k i l l f u l assemblage of tasteful detail and the exterior 
chimneys, make the Davenport house uniquely interesting." 
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D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E ARMY 
O M A H A L I I S T R I C T , C O R P S O F E N G I N E t H S 

6014 U.S. POST OFF ICE AND COURTHOUSE 
O M A ^ t A N E B R A S K A 6 8 1 0 2 

MROPD-E 1979 

B i l l Brabham 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
Detention Building 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Brabham: 

Inclosed i s a copy of the Master Plan for the Rock Island Arsenal, as 
requested i n a phone c a l l on 24 July 1979 between yourself and Rebecca 
Boyd of my o f f i c e . Please include t h i s copy i n your f i l e on the Arsenal 
as an addendiam to the nomination form. I hope t h i s documentation w i l l 
be s u f f i c i e n t for your purposes. 

I f there are any further questions, please contact us at 8-864-4410. 

Sincerely, 

Inclosure 
As stated 

JOHN E, VELEHRADSKY 
Chief, Planning Division 

CF: w/o Incl 
Heritage Conservation Recreation Service 
Interagencies Archeological Service 
P.O. Box 25387, Denver Federal Center 
Denver, CO 80225 
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SECTION ONE - PR3SFAGE 

1. PUIgQSE. This report has been prepared in accordance with AR 210-20, 
Master Planning for Permanent Angy Installations, and ia intended to orient 
new members of the Installation Planning Board and all reviewing agencies 
on impartaxxt aspects of existing conditions and to provide an analysis of 
the adeqaacy of existing facilities in regard to the accomplishment of the 
assigned mission. The analysis contains information concerning the present 
facilities, physical conditions, regional characteristics, historical as
pects and environmental conditions and limitations not readily determined 
from the Basic Information Maps and Building Information Schedule. 

2. LOCATICW. The Rock Island Arsenal, consisting of 907.4 acres, is 
located on Arsenal Island in the Mississippi River, Rock Island County, 
Illinois, at 41°27' North Latitude and 90°31' West Longitude. The Mississ
ippi River borders the Arsenal on the north with access via the Govemment 
Bridge leading to the City of Davenport. To the south, Sylvan Slough bor
ders the island with accesses via the Moline Bridge and the Rock Island 
Viaduct leading to the cities of Moline and Rock Island, respectively. 

3. MISSION. Rock Island Arsenal is a Class II Installation under the 
command Jurisdiction of Commanding General, Headquarters, U.S. Armor Armâ  
ment Materiel Readiness Cosnand (ARRCOM) and has evolved over the years 
into a center of technical excellence for weaponry and related eqaipment. 
The etirrent mission of the installation consists of the following: 

a. Fabrication of major and secondary items for aircraft armajaent, 
infantry weapons, conventional artillery and secondary armament of vehicles. 

b. Provision of engineering services for tool and equipnent mission 
materiel. This includes design and development of tools and equipment, 
product engineering, value engineering, acqalsition, support and testing. 

c. Performance of depot-type ftinctions relating to the Department of 
the Arny Tool Set Program and the Special Tool Set Programs for the U.S. 
Ariqy Armament Materiel Readiness Command, USA Tank Antomotlve Command, and 
the Ammunition Procurement and Supply Agency. 

d. Acqalsition and assembly of Basic Issue Items (On Vehicle Materiel) 
in support of HQ, ARRCOM and Project Managers, as assigned. 

e. Fabrication support to the Rodman Laboratory} pilot rebuild pro
grams; mobilization and Industrial preparedness planning for assigned it ens | 
processing retumed mission item materiel and depot maintenance, technical 
and logistical support for project managers, ARRCOM and other tenants. 

4. TEWANT ACTIVITIES. 

a. Headquarters, U.S. Army Armament Materiel Readiness Command cur
rently supeiTvises seven arsenals and 26 govemment-OHned, contractor-
operated (GOCO) ammunition plants. 

b. U.S. Army Management Engineering Training Agencjf with a staff of 
100, is the Arn̂ 's institution of managemsnt training that teaches scien
tific management principles to a wide range of Army and GoYernfflsnt opera
tions. 



c. U.S. Industrial Base Engineering Activity is a staff element of 
the U.S. Army Materiel Development and Readiness Command Requirements and 
Procurement Directorate. 

d. U.S. Arnor Materiel Development and Readiness Command Installations 
and Services Agency is divided into two divisions, Facilities Division and 
Installation Support Division. 

e. U.S. Arî y Production Equipment Agency provided engineering tech
nical, economic, planning and management expez>tise to HQ, DARCOH on the 
Production Base Program and Industrial Preparedness Planning Program and 
exercise DARCOM agent responsibilities in the Authorized Controlled Mater
ials function of the Defense Materials System. 

f. U.S. Army DARCCM Field Placement Office, Midwest Region, tasked 
with InsuriTig a continuous input of highly qualified extemal and intemal 
candidates to meet DARCOM Career Intern staffing requirements. 

g. USAMM3 Tool 4 Maintenance Equipment Committee provided one central 
point within DARCOM for industry to submit newly devised or improved co»-
mon type tools shop, and commercial type diagnostic equipment for evalu
ation. 

h. The following is a list of noi>-DARCOM tenants: 

(1) Army Audit Agency 

(2) Defense Property Disposal Office, Rock Island 

(3) Blackhawk Resident Office, Omaha District, Corps of Engineers 

(4) U.S. Army Special Security C&roup, Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Intelligence, Rock Island Detachment 

(5) Rock Island Branch Office, First Region, USACIDC 

(6) Defense Investigative Service 

(7) 902nd Military Intelligence Group, Rock Island Resident Office 

(8) U.S. Army Health Clinic 

(9) U.S. General Accounting Office 

(10) U.S.A. Communications Consnand Agency - Rock Island 



. . . SECTION TOO - ENVIROMMENTAL SETTPgl _ 

1. HISTORICAL ELEMENTS. The history of the Arsenil dates back to the 
time the United States acquired title to the islani of Rock Island through 
a treaty made by William Henry Harrison, governor of the territory, with 
chiefs of the Sac and Fox Indian tribes of St. LJUIS, Missouri, in Novei»-
ber 1804. The reservation, for military purposes, derives its validity 
from an Act of Congress on 14 June 1809. Possession was taken on 10 May 
I8I6 and, shortly afterwards, Fort Armstrong was established near the west 
end of the island. This fort was actively garrisoned and maintained 
throughout the Blacldiawk War and until the year 1835, when the island was 
placed in custodial charge of Indian agents. In 1840, the War Department 
resumed possession, repaired some of the Fort Armstrong buildings and 
established an ordnance depot. During the period 1835-1862, a number of 
squatters entered upon the island, built cabins or shanties and cleared 
land. Controversies were frequent, and the custodian was unable to pre
vent depredations upon the timber and limestone, which were valuable 
resources of the property. On the strength of a charter from the State 
of Illinois, David B. Sears and John W. Spencer built a dam across the 
sloxigh to the island near the eastern or upstream end, which was completed 
in 1842; the state had no authority to permit abutment of the dam upon 
Govemment property, but apparently this was assTomed by the builders. A 
saw and grist m-in was erected on the Illinois side of the dam the same 
year, and these developments attracted settlers. 

George L. Davenport, the earliest settler in the region, had legalized 
his claim to 157.81 acres at the westem end of the island by a Special 
Act of Congress aiithorizing entry dated 2 April iBkUt and a patent issued 
by the General Land Office dated 1 September 1845. A few mill owners with 
establishments near the Sears Dam had leased their land; the other settlers 
on the island were without legal title. In January 1853, a company called 
the "Railroad Bridge Companŷ  obtained a charter from the State of Illinois 
to build a bridge across the river and claimed right-of-*ay across public 
lands on the island under an act of August 4, 1852. Although the company 
was informed by Jefferson Davis, then Secretary of War, that their claim 
was invalid since the island was not public land within the meaning of the 
act, they proceeded to enter upon it, clear off timber and construct the 
crossing and bridges, which were conpleted in 1855, and occupied by the 
railroads until the construction of a new bridge in 1872, at which time 
the right-of-way was formal 1 y legalized. 

An Act of Congress, approved 11 Jul 1862, established a National Arsenal 
on the island of Rock Island in the State of 111inois. In 1863, the first 
permariJnt btiilding, now known as the Clock Tower Bailding (No. 205) was 
started, being completed in I867. During the Civil War, the Arsenal played 
the dual role of a shipping and storage center for Union Army supplies for 
the troops operating in the Mississippi Valley and as a prison camp for 
Confederate soldiers. Today, all that remains of the prison camp is the 
Confederate Cemetery in the eastem half of the island, which contains the 
gravesites of 1,960 men who died there during their imprisonmert. The 
first prisoners arrived on 3 December 1863 and during the 18 months of its 
establishment, a total of 11,734 prisoners were received. The end of the 
war saw the closing of the camp, and the last prisoner was released on 18 
July 1865. Although the first permanent building program was begtin in 
I863, it was not urtil after the war that major construction of the stone 
shops reached its peak. 



The construction program originally authorized was completed in 1893, and 
during this period, officers' qxiarters, barracks, shop buildings, store
houses, a wagon bridge to Rock Island and a water storage reservoir were 
bviilt, and water and sewer lines laid. All structures were of a permanent 
character, constmcted of limestone and styled in Greek Revival architec
ture, typical of the period. Today, rows of stone shop buildings and conv-
mand quarters designed and built by Brig. Gen. T.J. Rodman and Maj. (later 
General) D.W. Flagler in the 1870»s and 1880's stand as monuments to the 
Arsenal's greatest building boom. It was from within these shops that 
small arms were mantifactured for the Spanish-American War and World War I. 

By the time of the Spanish-American War, the Arsenal had grown in signif
icance so that it became an impressive entity as a manufacturing plant. 
Daring this period, the Arsenal produced complete \inits, supplied unassem
bled components to other Arsenals for assembly and acted as a procurement 
agency in arranging with civilian contractors for large quantities of 
eqtiipment. Principal items manufactttred during the period were carriages 
for siege mortars, carriages, limbers and caissons for 3.2 breech loading 
rifles, canteens, haversacks, meat cans, tin cups, saddles, carbine scab
bards and artillery hamesses. 

From the Spanish-American War to World War I, rifle manufacturing faci l i 
ties were installed and new equipment was developed and manufactured to 
the extent that when the heavy demands of World War I were felt, it was 
possible to provide private mantifacturers with models and detailed instruc
tions for manufacture. During World War I, manufacturing prodtiction was 
greatly increased. Production included the manxifactvjre of gun carriages, 
artilleiT' wheels, recoil cylinders, limbers, battery and stores wagons, 
rifles and the loading of artillery ammunition. In order to meet the 
expanded manufacturing program, the Arsenal began the second of its major 
building construction programs and, during the years 1917 through 1920, 
the capacity of roost facilities was greatly increased. 

During the period from 1918 to 1941, the Arsenal became a great storehouse 
for ordnance materiel. Manufacturing operations were ctirtailed, and the 
era of research and developmert of artillery self-^opelled vehicles 
(including tanks) began. During World War II, production activities were 
again tremendously increased, with employment reaching an all'-time high 
of 18,514. The design and manufacture of ordnance materiel included all 
types of artillery vehicles, recoil mechanisms, tanks, small arms, machine 
guns and hundreds of other items of specialized equipment. The third 
intensified constmction program was con?3leted during this period, when 
existing structures were modemized and new manufacturing, assembly, ware
house and service shops were erected. Building Nos. 208, 299 and 390 were 
constmcted during this period, clearly marking the third distinctive phase 
of architectural design. Today, the Arsenal is a $632 million collection 
of highly sophisticated manufacturing plants, laboratories, storage faci l i 
ties, schools and offices employing approximately 8,000 personnel, including 
tenants. 

The Rock Island Arsenal was entered on the National Seirvice Register as a 
National Registered Historic Place under the provisions of the National His
toric Preservation Act of 1966, the entry being number 69.09.15.0002, dated 



15 September I969. There are 52 major buildings, structures, objects and 
sites that hkve contributed to the Rock Island Arsenal becoming a Regis
tered National Historic Place. The following are a few of the major his
torical points of interest to be found at the Rock Island Arsenal: Fort 
Armstrong Block House Replica, the Clock Tower, the Davenport House, Stone 

'Shops, the Stone Bridge, Quarters Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7f Confederate 
Cemetery, National Cemetery and the graves of Gen. T.J. Rodman and Col. 
D.M. King. 

' 2. CULTURAL ELEMENTS. 

a. Area Data. The area data for the Quad-Cities Standard Metropoli
tan Statistical Area (SMSA) covers two states divided by the Mississippi 
River. The area contains an estimated population of 372,300 and is made 
up of ten Illinois and Iowa communities. The major cities that comprise 
this complex are Moline, East Moline, Rock Island, Silvas, and Milan, al l 
of which are in Illinois; and Davenport and Bettendorf, which are in Iowa. 

The City of Moline, population 46,237i is located between Rock Island and 
East Moline on the Illinois side. Moline takes its name from the French 
word "Moulin" or "mill". It is here that John Deere moved his growing 
manufacturing business in 1847, which today has grown into a worldwide 
leader in the manufacture of farm and industrial equipmert. 

The City of Rock Island, population 50,166, is adjacent to the Arsenal and 
is located at the junction of the Rock and Mississippi Rivers. The cities 
of Rock Island and Moline, together, constitute the greatest center in the 
United States for the manufacture of farm implements. 

The City of Davenport, Iowa, was named after Col. George Davenport, who 
first settled this area. The city was first settled in 1808 and was incor
porated in I839. Today, Davenport is the largest city in the Quad-Cities 
Metropolitan Area with a population of 102,300 and covering an area of 61.5 
square miles. 

The City of East Moline lies adjacent to the city of Moline in Rock Island 
County and is the smallest of the Quad-Cities with a population of 24,000. 
The major employers of the area are John Deere, International Harvester, 
Ametek, Inc., and Fairbanks Wbrse, along with many other smaller manufactur
ing establishments in the area. East Moline has four parks, numerous play
grounds and various other recreational facilities. 

Xn the Quad-Cities can be found a tremendous variation of industries. They 
vary from the heavy industry of ALCOA'S aluminum rolling mills and John 
Deere's foundries to the insurance companies of Modern Woodmen of America 
and Royal Neighbors of America. This great variation in industries and the 
large nujnbers of various diversified businesses that occupy the total Quad-
Cities area have established it as the second largest market area in Illinois 
and Iowa. 

b. Transportation Systems. The movement of goods and services requires 
conveyance from the producer to the consumer. These needs are filled by the 
great number of unequalled transportation facilities that link the area with 
all parts of the nation. State Highways, Iowa Routes 6I, 67, 6, 22 and I50 
and Illinois Routes 2, 84 and 92 are all accessible from the area and, cox>-
pled with Interstate 74 running north and south, and Interstate 80 iTinning 
east and west, provide an unparalleled situation for movement by motor vehi
cle. 



RaU traffic in the area is handled by a number of major lines including 
the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific; Burlington Northem, Chicago, Mil
waukee, St. Paul and Pacific; and a local railroad, the Davenport, Rock 
Island and Northwestem, supplying freight service to the area. Passenger 
service is provided by the Rock Island Railroad. Air transportation facil
ities are available through two airports: Davenport Municipal Airport, 
located in Mount Joy, Iowa, and the larger Quad-Cities Airport, located in 
Moline, Illinois. The latter is serviced by both United Airlines and Ozark 
Air Lines. Waterway transportation is available over the Island Waterways 
System along the Mississippi River, with terminal facilities at the city of 
Rock Island. These lines link with St. Louis and Minneapolis and with 
oceangoing ships at New Orleans and Chicago. 

c. Socio-Economic Conditions. Employment by occupational categories 
in the three communities surrounding Rock Island Arsenal indicate a fairly 
equal number of enqployed persons 16 years of age or older employed in the 
first three categories: 

TABLE 2-1 

Cit£ 

Rock Island, IL 10,495 26̂ 5 

Moline, IL 11,025 22^ 

Davenport, IA 10,za8 255̂  

Income Characteristics of Residents (1970 Census) 
Median Percent of Families Eaming 
Family 
Income less $7«000 $7.000-9.000 $10.000-14.000 $15tOOO-f 

14^ 

1396 

1U% 4056 

24f. 

24̂  

21?J 

TABLE 2-2 

City 

Rock Island, IL 

Moline, IL 

Davenport, IA 

Occupational Characteristic and Conaparison 

No.Employed 
16 3rrs. Professionals Clerical Craftsmen Labor- 
old/older - Managers - Sales - Operators ers Service 

19,483 4523/23^ 

20,919 A498/22fo 

40,520 8870/22^ 

5225/27% 5203/27% 629/3% 2,212/11% 

5458/26% 5196/25% 772/4% 2,607/13% 

9987/24% 10,54565% 2,045/5% 5,089/13% 



As noted from the table, the three cities are fairly equal in both occupa
tional characteristics and income characteristics which demonstrates the 
even socio-economic conditions of the area. The area in which Hock Island 
Arsenal is located can be classified as a diversified, industrialized one. 
Major industries include food processing, an aluminum rolling mill, farm 
machinery and equipment, manufacturing, truck terminals and warehouses and 
scores of smaller companies that tiu-n out everything from gears to paper 
boxes. Various diversified businesses occupy the total industrial segment, 
with ALCOA, J.I. Case, John Deere and International Harvester the predom
inant employers. This situation alleviates total dependence upon a par
ticular area of economic growth. If one overall broad occupation could 
be identified, it would be that of agri-business. For this reason, unenw 
ployment is fairly low and stable. The average median income is $10,504 
and the average mean income is $11,560 based on 1970 Census information on 
the Davenport-Rock Island-Moline, Iowa-Illinois Standard Metropolitan Sta
tistical Area (SMSA). 

The Quad-Cities area has an overall minority representation of 5.4% of the 
total SMSA which encompasses Scott, Rock Island and Mercer Cotinties. The 
City of Rock Island has the heaviest concentration with 10.2% of the popu
lation. 

d. Community Area Facilities. There are six major.institutions of 
higher education in the Quad-Cities area within commuting distance from 
the Arsenal. These colleges teach all the htimanities and sciences, offer
ing degrees in a great variation of programs. The colleges are as follows: 
Augustana College, Scott County Community College, St. Ambrose College, 
Marycrest College, Palmer College of Chiropractic and Palmer Junior College 
and Black Hawk Junior College. There are also various other institutions 
offering trades and professional education. 

In the immediate Quad-Cities area there are numerous city, cotmty and 
state parks totaling over 2000 acres, which provide a full complement of 
picnic, camping, hiking, boating and recreational facilities. The area 
also has 10 golf courses, numerous ball fields, greenhouses, swimming pools, 
marinas, a zoo and forest preserves. Available, also, are numerous thea
ters, nightclubs, etc., offering a varied range of entertainment. 

3. CLIMATE. The climate of the area is classified as moist, sub-hvimid 
with a wide temperature range throughout the year. Winter temperatures 
are cold with readings below zero degrees Fahrenheit experienced every 
Winter. Summer is characterized by mild conditions, although periods of 
intensely hot temperatures and high relative humidity are not uncommon. 

The greatest amounts of precipitation normally fal l dirring the period from 
raid-April to mid-October. The nearest Weather Bureau temperature and pre
cipitation recording station is located at Davenport, Iowa, Lock and Dam 
No. 15, and has a 100-year period of record. The following cliraatological 
data shows a representation of the average monthly teraperatxire and raii>-
fall: 



TABLE 2-3 

Month Temperature Avg. Rainfal l AVR. 

January 22.6 1.61 
February 25.7 1.35 
March 35.4 2.39 
Apr i l 50.0 3.17 
May 61.2 3.80 
June 71.4 4.37 
July 75.6 3.26 
August 73.6 3.53 
September 65.3 3.25 
October 54.8 2.46 
November 39.2 1.95 
December 26.9 1.65 

Year 50.1 32.79 
Extreme High 111.0 49.61 
Extreme Low -26.0 17.33 

Freezing temperatures have occurred as late in the Spring as 22 May and 
as early in the Fall as 18 September. Average frost dates are 19 AprU 
and 15 October. The average growing season for the area is 180 days. 
The seasonal average temperatures are as follows: Spring 60.2 ; Summer 
71.6 } Fall 40.6°| Winter 29.9°. Air movement is predominantly from 
the west with the average velocity of 9.9 mph. 

4. HEALTH. 

a. Water Quality - Domestic & Wastewater. On 8-11 December I969, 
a survey was conducted at Rock Island Arsenal to evaluate the water sys
tem and existing treatment facilities. This survey also investigated 
wastewater pretreatment from the manufacturing areas prior to release into 
the sanitary sewer system which receives both primary and secondary treat
ment at the City of Rock Island Plant. 

The water that is consumed by domestic and industrial \ise is primarily 
obtained from the Mississippi River. This water is first screened and 
then is treated by the Arsenal's water treatment plant. After this 
treatment, it is released into the water system. Samples of this water 
are taken both by the Rock Island Arsenal Laboratory and the State of I l l i 
nois to insure purity of content. 

Becaus'̂  of the mission at Rock Island Arsenal, mainly of manufacturing, 
collection of industrial wastewater and its proper pretreatmert is of prime 
concem. Two areas that produce large quantities of industrial wastewater 
are the central energy plant and various manufacturing processes. 

The Central Energy Plant consumed a total of 8.24 million gallons of water 
in 1974 in the production of steam for heating and industrial operations. 
This water received pretreatment to reduce its hardness prior to its 
entrance into the steam lines. After usage, the softener regeneration 
wastes and boiler blowdown are discharged into the sanitary sewer without 
treatment. 
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Manufacturing processes throughout the installation produce varying amounts 
of industrial wastewater. One major contributor is the listing shop. Waste
water from the metal plating shops is treated through a process of reverse 
osmosis to remove plating waste prior to its discharge into the sanitary 
aewer system. Other processes contribute acids, alkalies and chromium de
posits to the wastewater and this water is contained in holding tanks and 
transported to the plating shop for reverse osmosis treatment prior to dis
charge. 

A program has been set up by the Environmental Advisoiy Committee to sample 
the waste stream being pumped to the City of Rock Island. Twenty-four hour 
time con5x>sited samples are collected each day and analyzed for pH, cyanide, 
cadmium, boron, chromium, copper, nickel and zinc. Should the maximum 
allowable concentration be exceeded, the Committee acts to determine the 
cause of the pollution and attempts to prevent reoccurrence of the problem. 

The Arsenal has completed the separation of sewers by which all wastewater 
will receive primary and secondary treatment by the City of Rock Island 
Plant. The two exceptions both have NPDES Permits currently in force. The 
first is for discharge into the Mississippi River from toilet facilities 
via a septic tank and has Permit No. IL 0025992. The second. Permit No. 
IL 0026000, is for discharge from the Small Arms Testing Station. This 
waste is processed through a sand filter, then chlorinated prior to discharge. 
Only the wastewater firom the testing station is presently monitored; the 
toilet facilities are not monitored due to their outlet being below water 
line. 

The available information indicates that potable water supplies for Rock 
Island Arsenal are quite adequate in quality and quantity with respect to 
Army and Environmental Protection Agency Standards. The water diverted to 
the Arsenal for drinking and industrial uses will in no way decrease the 
water supply of adjacent communities. 

b. Air Quality. The monitoring of air quality for the Quad-Cities 
region is the responsibility of the State of Illinols which maintains sta
tions at various locations in the area. To date, the quality of ambient 
air in this area has been exceptionally good considering the various heavy 
indiistries in the area. Dust and pollen are local, sporadic and do not 
constitute significant air quality problems. 



TABLE 2-4 

Air Quality of the Quad-Cities Area  

Rock Island Monltorjjig Station 
Anntxal Geometric * 

Month Photochemical SO, Particulate Matter Mean(ug/m3) 

Jan 75 .016 ppm .027 ppm .30 GOH 
Feb .022 ppm .030 ppm .30 GOH 
Mar : . .027 PP» — .024 ppm -.30 CCH 
A p r , .;035 ppn . .016 ppm • .26 COH -

.:May ; .039 pp m - " .009 ppm .27 COH "• - • 
Jun .039 ppm .015 ppm .25 COH -

58.3166 -jvH .038 PPn •.Oil ppm .35 COH 58.3166 
Aug .028 ppm .012 ppm • .21 COH 58.2305 
Sep . .024 ppn> .015 ppm .21 GOH 
Oct . -.027 Ppra .019 ppm ^ .22 COH 57.7231 
" Nov .015 ppm .012 ppm : .23 COH 58.7348 
: Dec .013 ppm .012 ppm .33 COH 57.2732 
Yr Average .027 ppm .017 ppm .26 COH 

Jan 76 .010 ppm .002 ppm .23 COH 58.8699 
Feb .010 ppm .015 ppm .22 COH 58.4062 
Mar .018 ppm ,012 ppm .18 COH 57.O846 
Apr .017 ppm .012 ppm .19 COH 
May .023 ppm .017 ppm .20 GOH 57.1805 
Jun .029 ppm .011 ppm .18 COH 58.3500 
Jul .024 ppm .015 ppm .21 GOH 61.9931 

* Monitor site located at Iowa Highway Patrol Headquarters, 215 nd-. 
north of site 

c. Solid Waste Disposal. Some solid waste and Sludges are presently 
collected under contract by an Iowa refuse comparer and disposed of in an 
approved landfill. These wastes consist of paper products, garbage, 
packing materials and other common materials. Metal wastes and some 
received properties are recycled through the utilization of the Arsenal's 
foundry. Properties containing both metallic and non-metallic materials 
are preheated in the demilitarization fumace to remove the burnable prod
ucts and then they are sent to the foundry. All infectious waste, bandages, 
and dressings are disposed of through the use of the Arsenal's incinerator, 
located in Building 64. 

d. Pesticides and Herbicides. The use and application of all pesti
cides is under the cognizance of the Roads and Grounds Department, which 
complies with AR 420-76, that requires certified personnel to supervise 
the application of all registered pesticides. Mice and rats are in evi
dence, but, as yet, have not become a problem. Insects are not a major 
problem either, with the most prevalent ones being mosquitoes and roaches. 
During occasional wet periods, some acctimolatlon of stagnant water does 
take place in low areas and in excavated areas. Anta, spiders, wasps, 
bees and various stored food pests brought in with shipments are found 
f̂ om time to time and treated accordingly. 
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Major chemicals used in the control of these pests are the following: 
Malathion, Dursban, Diazinon, Baygon and anticoagvilants such as Warfarin. 
Control is exercised on a regularly scheduled basis by inspection and the 
use of pesticides and traps. 

Control of lawn and brush weeds is carried out by the Roads and Grounds 
Department. Weeds which require occasional control are dandelion, buc)&-
thorn, plantain, dock, thistle and others of minor importance. Weed 
control is a continuing problem from early Spring to Fall of each year. 
Eradication of weeds is accomplished through the application of chemicals, 
mainly 2,AP.D, and the cutting and pulling of weeds. Where a soil sterilant 
is required, as along railroad trackage, Broraacil is used. 

Personnel working with either pesticides or herbicides are monitored for 
contamination with regular monthly blood tests and yearly 0iysical exami
nations. Use of these materials is for weed and pest control only; 
unnecessary application does not occur. Standard approved stock pesti
cides are used and all are EPA approved and registered. AU chemicals are 
in apjjroved containers and are stored in locked storehouses to minimize 
any chance of accidental spillage. Plant and animal resources are not 
adversely affected by the use of these chemicals, with care being taken 
during application of standard stock pesticides and herbicides to prevent 
contamination of air and water. Herbicides and pesticides are also not 
allowed to enter the sanitary or storm sewer systems. 

5. SAFETY. 

a. Explosive Storage, Explosives are cxnrently stored in two areas 
on the installation. One area is located on the eastem tip of the Arse
nal at the firing range and is utilized to store powder in the testing of 
the Gynnastlcator. The three magazines are quite small and contain a very 
small amount of explosive. The other area of storage is composed of eight 
bull dings and is located in the southwest quadrant of the installation. 
These buildings, with one exception, are contained in individual pits sur
roimded by a blastwall. They contain only small arms amaanition. The 
remaining structure is a brick magazine built in 1879 which has been used 
in its present capacity since construction. For that reason, this build
ing is under consideration for a possible designation as a historical 
building. The magazines are all in fair to good condition, but, because 
of their age, require occasional to constant maintenance. Prescribed 
safety requirements are followed at all times when operations involve load
ing or unloading explosives. The storage areas and ranges have been 
approved in configuration and operation by the Department of Defense Explo
sives .Safety Board. 

b. Chemical Storage. In the variovis manufacturing processes that 
occur at Rock Island Arsenal, various chemicals are utilized. The chemi
cals are, in certain instances, toxic and extreme care is taken in their 
handling. Major chemicals that are expended in the process become part 
of the industrial wastes and are separated oat and stared for possible 
reclaiming or proper disposal. All chemicals that are stored are in pro
per containers and in secvire areas. 
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Radioactive materials are stored at tho Arsenal and are used for testing 
purposes, such as X-raying castings. This material is well-contained and 
properly stored to eliminate any chance of leakage. The storage faci l i 
ties for this material are in very good condition. 

Pesticides and herbicides are also stored in locked storehouses and regv^ 
larly inspected to detect any leakage. As with al l chemicals at the 
Arsenal, close supervision during storage, handling and actual use is 
maintained to assure proper use. The Arsenal Safety Office conducts a 
comprehensive industrial safety program not only for the Arsenal and teiv-
ants, but also for Contractors working at the installation. 

6. SIGHT FEATURES. Rock Island Arsenal has many natural and man-made, 
visually pleasart features. Most of the island is park-lilce in appearance 
with a meandering l60-acre tree lined golf course, landscaped cemeteries 
and shaded picnic, residential and administrative areas. These natural 
features, along with the ijnpressive man-made featiires of the historic 
limestone shops and residences, add architectxiral strength to the instal
lation and contribute greatly to the overall appearance of the Arsenal. 

a. Topography. The island rises from a water surface elevation of 
560-562 to general land elevations of 575-580. The area around Bldg, No, 
390 is the island's topograjAiic peak, with an elevation of 594,4 feet 
above sea level. The site is generally undulating with maximum slopes 
near the shores. The westem half of the island has received the greatest 
changes in topograjAiy due to intensive development. The eastem half of 
the island, with the exception of roads and burial areas, remains largely 
in its original topographic condition. 

Ground water levels will nearly coincide with water levels in the Mississ
ippi River and Sylvan Slough, elevation of 56I upstream of the Lock and 
Dam No. 15, and the Arsenal Power Dam and an elevation of 545 downstream 
of these stmctures. 

Arsenal Island is less than a mile wide at its widest point; therefore, 
the maximum watershed is less than one-half mile. The entire island is 
drained mechanically or controlled by vegetation on relatively gentle 
slopes. Drainage channels on this installation are well-established with 
grasses. Although some acreage of the island is subject to being swampy, 
no appreciable problems exist which might require drainage. 

b. Flooding. Flooding at this installation is a major concem. The 
largest floods on the Mississippi River in the reach near the Rock Island 
Arsena? normally occur daring the period from March to June, The island 
experienced major floods in the Springs of I965 and I969, with the 50-year 
flood plain approached in I965. The flood of record in this part of the 
Mississippi Valley occurred in April of that year. Annual high water 
levels present no major problems at this time, 

c. Tree and Other Vegetative Cover. The vegetation cover exists in 
all areas of the Arsenal, with the exception of those stabilized with 
concrete, §sphalt or gravel. The original natural grass cover of the open, 
sandy loam was Kentucky bluegrass; while in the slough areas, a heavy 
growth of swamp grass developed. Where soils were thin and on the peri-
lAiery of the wooded areas, a great deal of brush and tal l grasses occurred, 
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The wooded areas contain upwards of 25 different species of broadleaf 
trees, of which the oak family predominates on the sandy soils; while on 
the deeper, less sandy soils are found a greater variety of species. The 
sandy s o i l composition found on the island promotes the rapid leaching of 
water, and erosion i s not a problem due to the good vegetative cover and 
lack of severe slopes. A variety of weeds exist i n areas where no orderly 
seeding or sodding of the topsoil has been attempted. These are controlled 
by herbicides, q.v., approved by the State of I l l i n o i s and are applied by 
a certified tecluiician. 

TABLE 2-5 

Principal Tree Species Which are Considered Native 

Acer saccharinum 
Acer platanoides 
Acer saccharum 
Betula nigra 
Carya ovata 
Celtis occidentalis 
Fraxinus americana 
Gleditsia triacanthos 
Junipems virginiana 
Pinus sp 
Juglans nigra 
Platanus occidentalis 
Populus deltoides 
Prunus virginiana 
PseudotsTiga t a x i f o l i a 
Quercus sp 
Salix sp 
T i l i a americana 

Silver Maple 
Norway Maple 
Sugar Maple 
River Birch 
Shagbark Hickory 
Hackberry 
White Ash 
Honey Locust 
Red Cedar 
Pine 
Black Walnut 
American Planetree 
Cottonwood 
Chokechemy 
Douglas Fir 
Oak 
Willow 
American Linden 

TABLE 2-6 

Principal Shrub and Vine Species Which are Considered Native 

Amelanchier sp 
Arapelopsis sp 
Celastris scandens 
Coraus sp 
Corylus americana 
Forsythia sp 
Hamamelis virginiana 
Lonicera tatarica 
Rhamnus cathartica 
Rhus sp 
Rosa setigera 
Salix sp 
Sambucus canadensis 
Vibumura 
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Semricebeiry 
Wild Grape 
Bittersweet 
Dogwood 
Hazelnut 
Forsythia 
Witch Hazel 
Tatar ian Honejrsuckle 
Buckthom 
Sumac 
Prairie Rose 
Willow 
American Elderberry 
Vibtimum 



Grasses in existence on the Arsenal are the following: Kentucky Bluegrass, 
Rye Grass and Fescues. Kentucky Bluegra33 and Rye are used in highly 
improved residential and administrative areas. The Fescues are established 
on activities areas and other high-use areas. Maintenance for the grounds 
is accomplished by the Arsenal's Roads and Grounds Department. The overall 
planted areas are in very good condition and are well maintained. 

7. NOISE PROBLEMS, One of the problems associated with the test firing 
operations of any weapon is the extremely high noise level produced which 
can disturb and annoy personnel and nearby communities. Two types of firing 
operations take place at Rock Island Arsenal; the first is of small caliber 
weapons, and the second is that of testing recoil mechanisms designed for 
large caliber weapons. 

Small caliber weapons are test fired in a specially constmcted laboratory 
which provides for the maximum containment .of noise, produced. There is 
some noise that does escape through the air exhaust vents system, but this 
can be classified as insignificant and acceptable to the personnel asso
ciated with the operation. 

The test operation involving large caliber recoil mechanisms currently 
performed in the existing Gymnasticator Building is in violation of State 
of Illinois Noise Pollution Regulation. Because of this, these firings 
have been ciirtailed and are conducted only at certain times. A currert 
VCA Urgent Minor Project is under review for the construction of a new 
Gywiasticator Noise Confinement Facility which will simulate the firing 
of recoil mechanisms without violating the provisions of the State of 
Illinois regulations. The structure will be designed to meet Illinois 
regulations level of 65 dB(A) at all times on Class C land. In opera
tion, the new facility will be used by weapons testing personnel for 
research, development and product improvement of equipment. Because of 
the potentially hazardous noise levels recorded at weapon firings, the 
Safety Office is responsible for seeing that all employees involved in 
hazardous occupations wear proper eye and ear protection. 

8. ODOR PROBLEMS. There are no significant odor-producing operations on 
the Rock Island Arsenal or in the immediately surrounding communities that 
would constitute a threat to the overall air quality. 

9. LIFE FORMS, 

a, ; Wildlife. , There is little unused acreage of the Arsenal available 
for the development of an extensive wildlife program. The Arsenal does 
provide favorable animal habitats to those animals more commonly associated 
with the urban environment. These include a great variety of bird species 
as well as both gray and black squirrels and rabbits. The pheasant popula
tion has been stable for many years. The Arsenal, being on the Mississippi 
Flyway, plays host to various migratory birds each year. The surrounding 
slough and ponds provide temporary shelter and food for many ducks and geese 
as they make their long journey north in the Spring and south in the Fall. 

At Arsenal Island there are three basic types of aquatic habitats; a creek 
habitat, a river habitat and a pond habitat. Rivers and creeks are generally 
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not very stable habitats because of drastic variations in stream levels and 
flow rates. Ponds are more stable areas, but their biological diversity 
is generally low. Marine life found in the waters surrounding the Arsenal 
includes catfish, gar, carp, bass, bullheads and crappies. Nxunerous other 
aquatic life also inhabit the waterways and pools. 

10. ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES. The island's history dates back to the days 
when this was a hunting ground for the Sac and Fox Indiana. In all proba^ 
bility, the French explorers, Marquette and Joliet, passed the site on their 
historic trip down the Mississippi River in the 17th Century. Later, it 
came under French and British influence and became an American possession 
through the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Indian moxinds have been identified 
on Rock Island and a study was made in the late 1800's by a group of ama
teur archeologists. Efforts were made to open a mound in 1875. Not receiv
ing the needed approval of the U.S. Army, the mound has remadned undisturbed. 
The mound is one of the historic sites at the Arsenal. It was determined 
that the main occupation of these people was trading, although no large 
scale sturvey has been made by any major institution or group as of jet. It 
has been the policy of Rock Island Arsenal to keep this mound intact and 
preserve it , in the event future studies are undertaken. 

SECTION THREE - LAND-USE RELATIONSHIPS 

1. GEOLOGICAL DATA. Rock Island was given its name because of the high 
bedrock beneath shallow deposits of soil. The bedrock is the Davenport 
limestone member of the Wapsipinicon formation of the Devonian Age. This 
bedrock is of the Devonian Series designated as Cedar Valley Limestone from 
0 to 75 feet in thickness. The limestone is generally moderately hard, 
light gray in color, fine grained and thin bedded with shale partiiigs. In 
nvmierous instances, the limestone has \mdergone deformation and has been 
brecciated in zones up to seven feet thick. The breccia is commonly healed 
with either calcite or calcareous clay. On the island, the limestone is 
consistently weathered in the upper one to two feet. The upper two to five 
feet appear pitted and contain many small cavities, normally clay filled. 
Top bedrock ranges between 532 and 580 about the perimeter of the island 
and occurs between elevations 545 and 56O, with few exceptions. Bedrock 
drops or rises very sharply near the perimeter of the island. On the west
em side, rock outcroppings occvar in several locations. Very shallow soil 
depths exist in the central region of the island because of the high bed
rock conditions. 

a. Soils. One of the most important periods in the geological history 
of the Arsenal site from the standpoint of soil formation, was the glacial 
period. During the glacial period, at least six distinct ice advances 
occurred that were separated by long periods of time. Rock Island was cov
ered by the lllinoisan glaciation, which partially leveled the region. The 
deposits of glacial t i l l over the site are designated as residual soils 
such as stony loam and terrace soils, such as brown, sandy loam on brown, 
sandy loam on river sand. This glacial t i l l composes approximately 20fo of 
the site with river sand mixed loam composing the remaining areas. 
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Generally, there are eighteen s o i l types on Arsenal Island. These have 
been disturbed by various foreign material during development of the 
island. In some areas, overburdened thickness has been increased by addi
tion of f i l l materials consisting of waste products such as cinders, con
crete, mortar, glass, o i l , sand and numerous other matter contaminating 
the s o i l in varying degrees. The specific s o i l types listed below are 
those found i n the Arsenal area: Wabash No. 83; Wabash s i l t y clay. Wet 
No. W83; Stockland loam No. 1550; P l a t t v l l l e s i l t loam No. V220A; Landes 
s i l t loam No. 304; Joliet s i l t y clay loam No. 314A; Milldale s i l t y clay 
loam No. 317A; Orion s i l t loam No. 415; Jasper loam No. 4'̂ OA; Mixed a l l u 
v i a l land. Wet No. W455; Montgomery s i l t y clay No. 465; Montgomery loams 
^ d loamy sand Nos. 740, '745B, 757C2, 759B, 759C2, 764A, 765C, 765A; Stock-
land Carmi complex No. 96IB; and Joliet s i l t y clay loam No. V314A. 

2. LAND AND WATER AREAS. The military reservation known as Rock Island 
Arsenal, covering most of the Island of Rock Island, originally contained 
896.62 acres. Various land agreements in the past century have caused 
minor variations in this flgare and as of April 1970, the total acreage 
of Arsenal Island and the three bridge approaches i s 948.95. Total acreage 
can be broken up as follows: Total acres under Rock Island Arsenal con
t r o l - 907.42; Acres under U.S, Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island Dis
t r i c t , control - 11.23; Acres occupied by the National Cemetery - 27.5; 
Acres occupied by the Confederate Cemetery - 2.8; Acres utilized in bridge 
approaches - 2.65. The total 907.42 under the control of the Arsenal i s 
divided into three major groimds types. Improved grounds contain a total 
acreage of 198.23; semi-improved grounds contain 150.31 acres; arid imijt-
proved groimds occupy the remaining 559.38 acres, which include the I6O.O 
acre outlease for the golf course. The estimated replacement value of the 
Arsenal as of 1976 i s 632 million dollars in land, buildings and equipment. 

TABLE 3-1 
Percent of Percent of 

Land-Use Function Area(Acres) Grounds Area Total Area 

Improved Grounds 198.23 22% 

Lawns 191.22 96% 
Post Cemetery 4.00 2% 

-Athletic Field 3.01 2% 

Semi-Improved Grovmds 150.31 17% 

Ammunition Storage 13.77 9% 
Picnic Areas 5.54 4% 
Open Storage 42.00 2&j(, 
Other semi-improved grounds 89.00 59% 

Unimproved Grounds 559.38 61% 

Pavement 121.48 22% 
Building & Stmctures 144.15 26% 
Railroad 37.80 6% 
Woodlands 83.45 15% 
Test Track 2.99 1% 
Golf Course 160.00 28% 
Other unimproved grounds 

TOTAL ACRES 907.92 100% 100% 
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A l l real property i s categorized into one of nine f a c i l i t i e s classes in 
accordance with AR 415-28, While buildings and structures are covered 
in Section Four, they do constitute 26% of the gross land usage of the 
installation. For reasons of clarification, a l l the f a c i l i t i e s classes 
are lis t e d below, although some of them are discussed in greater detail 
in following sections. Reference Master Planning Basic Information Map -
Reservation Map, 

a. Operation and Training Areas. The areas utilized at Rock Island 
Arsenal for training are predominately educational or administrative i n 
nature. These areas are buildings and detailed information can be found 
i n Section Four, Buildings and Structures. 

b. Production and Maintenance Areas. Production and maintenance 
areas are primarily located in two distinct sectors on the island. Build
ings comprise the majority of the acreage associated with production and 
maintenance. The accompanying land areas are utilized i n support of pro
duction and maintenance. See Section Four for detailed information on 
the buildings themselves. 

c. Research, Development and Testing Areas, 

(1) There are two main areas for Research, Development and Testing 
(R,D & T) . The f i r s t i s within the Stone Shop Area. This acreage i s 
primarily existing buildings with a mini mal amourt of land i n support of 
the buildings. The buildings are covered in Section Four. 

(2) The second R, D & T area i s located on the eastem t i p of Arse
nal Island. Here are located various testing f a c i l i t i e s for research 
upon small arms and proto type weapons. The f a c i l i t i e s themselves are 
covered i n Section Four. The land i t s e l f i s iji5>roved grounds and the 
area i s restricted. 

d. Supply Areas. 

(1) There are two major supply areas. The f i r s t area i s located i n 
the middle of the island, south of the Stone Shops. This area contains 
1,491,447 square feet of constructed supply space, conqxjsed of 69 buildings 
and structures. The buildings are covered i n Section Four. There i s a 
great deal of open storage space devoted mostly to storage of scrap metals. 
Thirty of the buildings i n this area are called the X, Y, Z Area. The 
buildings are i n varying stages of decay. The buildings are slated for 
disposal. It i s l i k e l y that the area w i l l remain uninqjroved after disposal 
action. The western portion of this supply area contains several ammuni
tion magazines. This area i s not well used. 

(2) The second supply area i s i n the northeast quadrant of the island, 
the "V" area. Buildings comprise the most of this acreage, and are cov
ered i n Section Four. 

e. Medical Area. There are no general hospital f a c i l i t i e s located at 
the Rock Island Arsenal. An industrial dispensajry i s located i n the base
ment of the Administration Building and i s discussed in Section Four. 
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..f. Administrative Area. 

(1) The primary administrative functions are carried out in two major 
sectors. The first area is located in various sections of the Stone Shop 
complex. Again, the majority of the acreage is occupied by buildings which 
are covered in Section Four. The accompanying land is used as a combina?-
tion of landscaped lawns and parking areas. 

(2) The second administrative area is comprised of Buildings 350 and 
390. These two buildings account for 477,758 square feet of space and 
accommodate most of the employees at this installation. The buildings 
themselves are discussed in Section Four. The land associated with this 
area consists primarily of parking lots and minimal landscaping. 

(3) There are also other administrative areas within other buildings 
throughout the Arsenal, however, they are associated with buildings and 
riot the land. 

g. Housing and Community Service. 

(1) Family Housing consists of 58 sets of quarters at the installa
tion. These quarters can be divided into two groups: the first group 
consists of 18 sets built during the early stages of the Arsenal's growth; 
the second group consists of 40 sets of housing units constructed in 1972. 
The stmctures themselves are covered in Section Four. There is a large 
amount of land associated with the family housing areas. All these areas 
border on the golf course and add to the Arsenal's park-like appearance. 
There is room for further expansion. ........ 

(2) Recreational Resources. Recreational facilities on the Arsenal 
are limited, due, in part, to the small number of assigned military. 
Facilities on the Arsenal consist of clubs, both Officers' and Non-Commissioned 
Officers', a Post Exchange, a Commissary, a Special Services Library, and 
the John M. Browning Museum, Outdoor athletic facilities include ballfields, 
teams courts, pistol and skeet ranges, and a large picnic area with play 
equipment, outdoor grills and picnic tables. Fishing is permitted on the 
south side of the island only, in the Hydro-electric Plant location. Hunt
ing and trapping are controlled and limited to the taking of predatory 
animals and birds only by an employee assigned to the installation, his 
family and house guests. All these facilities are developed and maintained 
with ful l attention towards protection of the environment while conducting 
recreational and morale activities. The individual and his family can take 
advantage of all facilities to stimulate, develop and maintain their mental 
and physical well-being at a minimal cost. Also available to the pursuits 
of community service are two historic districts. One district is around the 
Davenport House on the northwest section of the island. The second district 
is a conglomeration of monuments and markers on the west side of Fort Arnv-
strong Avenue, Also located on the island is a golf course which consists 
of 160 acres on the north side of Arsenal Island and is leased to the Rock 
Island Arsenal Golf Club, organized in 1897, The main structure and major 
improvements were made in 1905 and I906. Maintenance of this acreage is 
the responsibility of the Club, There are 18 holes, totaling 6305 yards, 
with the average size of the greens being approximately 35 feet across. The 
current lease and control of maintenance will continue until 1979. 
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(3) Cemeteries. There are three cemeteries located on the Rock Island 
Arsenal. The first, the Confederate Cemstory, covers 2.8 acres of land 
containing i960 filled graves and is one of seven Confederate Cemeteries 
in existence. The cemetery is presently classified as inactive with no 
more interments planned. Grass cutting and tree and shrub maintenance are 
accomplished by the Veterans Administration. The second cemetery is the 
National Cemetery, covering 27.5 acres, which is under the jurisdiction of 
the Veterans Administration. All maintenance to this active cemetery is 
handled by the VA. Presently, there are approximately 84OO filled graves. 
The third cemetery is the Post Cemetery, containing three graves and occu
pying four acres. This cemeteiy is maintained by the Facilities Engineering 
Division as part of in?>roved grounds. 

h. Utilities Areas. Little land is devoted to utilities per se; how
ever, utility service is all enconipassing and is covered in Sections Four 
and Five. 

SECTION FOUR - BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES 

The construction of Rock Island Arsenal has been conducted in four major 
phases. The first and largest i^ase, the founding of the Arsenal, extended 
from I863-I893. During this time period, the original Master Plan was 
developed and called for two rows of great shops, one on either side of the 
main avenue extending east and west, and located on the highest ground of 
the island. The second phase was part of the mobilization associated with 
World War I, from 1917 to 1920 resulting in the construction of warehouses, 
a field and seige gun shop, artillery assembly building and Stone Shop 
Annexes. The third phase, 1938 to 1945? resulted from the U.S. Arny's 
I938-I94I Construction Program and necessary requirements brought about by 
World War II. From 1945 to the present time, a variety of construction has 
taken place, primarily involving alteration of existing facilities. A 
limited ajnount of new construction resulted, principally a small arms range 
supporting weapons research, development and test. 

Undoubtedly the most impressive series of buildings at Rock Island Arsenal 
are the ten massive Stone Shops. Most of the building of these shops was 
done under General Thomas J. Rodman and his successor. Major D.W. Flagler. 
The shops on the south side of the avenue were designed for an Arsenal and 
those on the north for an Armory. The center shop on the south side is a 
foundry, and the one on the north is a plating shop. Both are one-story 
structures. Other shops are three stories, with basement, limestone bear
ing wa]_L3, wrought iron roof framing, cast iron beams and columns, and wooden 
roof and floor decks. Ground plans for all ten buildings originally were 
alike. Each has two parallel wings, 60' by 300', 90 feet apart, being U-
shaped, with the closed end on the avenue. Walls of all buildings are 
entirely of limestone, most of it obtained from quairies near Joliet, I l l i 
nois. Average thickness of the walls is 3 feet 4 inches for the first story, 
2 feet 10 inches for the second, and 2 feet 4 inches for the third. An 
enormous amount of material was used. In Building 102, for instance, were 
placed 30,115»800 pounds of stone, 3fl32,800 pounds of brick, 2,199»646 
pounds of iron, l,331t500 pounds of lumber, 362,500 pounds of slate, 200,000 
pounds of plaster and 26,000 pounds of copper. Total area of each shop is 
a little more than four acres, more than one acre per floor. 
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The Arsenal buildings are primarily of permanent constzniction and generally 
in good condition although some buildings are inadequate for their uses and 
others are recommended for replacement, improvements or disposal action. 
On 15 September 1969» the Rock Island Arsenal was placed into the National 
Register of Historic Places, entry number 69.09.15,0002, under the provi
sions of the Historic Preservation Act of 1966, This recognition places 
the responsibility of maintaining historic buildings and structures 'fcrthy 
of preservation upon the Arsenal. Buildings of specific historical Lnteg
rity will be marked (Hist). 

TABLE 4-1 

Summary of Buildings by Facility Class 

Facility 
Class Construction Category 

100 Operational & Training Facilities 
200 Maintenance & Production Facilities 
300 Research, Development & Test Facilities 
400 Supply Facilities 
500 Hospital & Medical Facilities 
600 Administrative Facilities 
700 Housing & Community Facilities 
800 Utilities & Grounds Improvements 

Total Buildings 

(Gr. Sq. Ft.) 
Blinding Area 

150,481 
2,169,232 

263,818 
2,289,147 

8,692 
1,295,423 

396,516 

6,675,422 

Total Acreage 908 

Land & Improvements 
Buildings (Incl. "COMMD") 
Installations Equipment 

Total 

Acquisition Cost Replacement Cost 

$ 14,499,100  
42,524,100  

120,797.000 

$177,820,200 

$ 18,998,000  
343,728,000  
268.991.000 

$631,717,000 

a. Operation and Training: 

(1) There are three training groups at the Rock Island Arsenal: The 
Arsenal Training Branch; the U.S, Army Management Engineering Training 
Agency and training under the Director of Supply and Maintenance of the 
U.S, Army Armament Materiel Readiness Command. 

(2) The Rock Island Arsenal Training Branch has its classroom and 
Administrative Offices in Building 60 (Hist). 

(3) The U.S, Army Management Engineering Training Agency (USAMETA) 
is located in two buildings. 
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(a) Building 90 (Hist) was constructed as a barracks in 1874, with a 
small annex added in 1917. Construction of the original structure is 
limestone exterior bearing walls with brick interior bearing walls and 
wood floor and iron coliums. The annex is limestone and reinforced con
crete. The architecture is compatible with the Stone Shops. In the 1950's 
this building was converted to its present use as an instruction building. 
All three floors and basement are utilized as classrooms and offices. 

(b) Building 56 (Hist),constructed in 1892, has a basement and three 
floors. Construction is of limestone exterior bearing walls with brick 
on the interior walls. Floor system is wood and iron. This building was 
originally constructed as a storehouse for Building 68 (Hist) in 1892. 
It was used for storage until the 1970* s when it was diverted to use•as 
a commissary and a general instruction building. In 1975, the entire 
first floor was rehabilitated to accommodate offices and classrooms. 

(c) Both buildings are in good condition and continued use as train
ing areas is recommended. Rehabilitation and alteration of the second 
and third floors of Building 56 (Hist), should be accon^^lished as the need 
arises. 

(4) The U.S, Army Armament Materiel Readiness Command (ARRCOM) main
tenance training is accomplished in Building 351 and in part of the base
ment of Building 104 (Hist). Building 351 was built in 1942 as a garage 
and Building 104 (Hist) was built in 1872 as a Stone Shop. Both facilities 
are totally inadequate for their current use. A minor construction project 
win provide a Maintenance Operations Procedures (MOP) Shop in Building 
208 that will replace Building 351 and retum Building 104 (Hist), base
ment, to storage use. 

b. Production and Maintenance. When the Arsenal was first constructed, 
the 10 Stone Shops were the manufacturing complex. Today, only four of 
these buildings are s t i l l used for production; the others were converted 
to other uses over the years. Today, the main production area lies south
west of the Stone Shop area. 

(1) Building 64 (Hist) is one of the Stone Shops constructed in 1878 
of limestone bearing walls and wrought iron roof framing. It consists of 
a first floor and partial mezzanine. The building is used in production 
operations as the plating shop and small arms plant. The building is in 
fairly good condition, although the roof needs replacement. No change in 
use is recommended for the present, although it would be possible to con
vert this facility to administrative space should the need arise. 

(2) Building 66 (Hist) is another of the Stone Shops constructed in 
1886. All four floors are assigned to manufacturing small arms, although 
most of the basement and third floors is used for storage in support of 
this function. The building is in good condition. Over the years, the 
production areas have been relocating ftrom the Stone Shops to the south
westem end of the island. It is possible that all the Stone Shops may 
eventually be converted to administrative space if mission requirements 
so dictate. 

(3) Building 67 (Hist) was constructed in I9I8 as a shop annex Join
ing Building 66 (Hist) to Building 68 (Hist). Construction is of rein
forced concrete with the limestone facade closely matching the original 
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design of the adjacent buildings. The building is in good condition. 
Utilization of this structure and future possible utilization are the 
same as for Building 66 (Hist). 

(4) Building 68 (Hist) is another of the Stone Shops, constructed in 
1893. Conditions and comments are the same as for Building 66 (Hist). 

(5) Buildings 69, 72 and 58 are structures in the courtyards of 66 
(Hist), 67 (Hist), and 68 (Hist), respectively. Building 58 was constructed 
in 1943 of concrete block. Building 69 was constructed in 1918 of rein
forced concrete. Building 72 was constructed in 1954 of concrete block, 
these buildings are in fairly good condition and are also utilized for the 
manufacture of sinall arms. I£, at a future date, the main buildings, 66 
(Hist), 67 (Hist) and 68 (Hist\ were converted to administrative space, 
demolition of 58, 69 and 72 would be recommended. 

(6) Building IO6 (Hist) is another of the Stone Shops, constructed 
in 1874. It is the same size, shape and construction as Building 64 (Hist), 
It has been continuously used as the foundry since 1874. Comments on 
long-range future possible utilization is the same as Building 64 (Hist). 

(7) Building 159 was constructed in 1919 as a maintenance garage of 
reinforced concrete and brick. It is s t i l l used in the same capacity 
today. Condition of this building is good and no other change in function 
is recommended. 

The majority of the present manufacturing buildings are southwest of Rod
man and Gillespie Avenues. 

(8) Building 208 was constructed in 1943 of reinforced concrete and 
contains a basement and first floor. The majority of the building is used 
for large scale repair. Condition of the building is good. A portion of 
the basement is being altered for the ARRCOM MOP Shop. No other change in 
function is recommended. 

(9) Building 210, Machine Shop,was constructed of reinforced concrete 
in 1921. It contains four floors in the north section and one floor in 
the south section. Overall condition is good, although an W3A project is 
in the programming stage to provide for insulation, heating system modem
ization. and overall energy reduction. No change in function is recommended 
at this time. 

(10) Building 220, constructed in 1918 of reinforced concrete, is the 
primai'j machine shop at this installation. It contains four floors and a 
basement, and a five-story high crane bay the length of the building. 
Overall condition of the building is good. An M3A project is in the pro
gramming stage to provide for energy reduction by means of window replace
ment and heating system modification. No change in function is recommended 
at this time. 

(11) Building 222, constructed in 1942 of reinforced concrete, is the 
forge shop. It contains a first floor and partial mezzanine. There is 
an M3A project in the programming stage for forge shop expansion. No 
change in function is recommended at this time. 
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(12) Buildings 230, 231 and 240 are the welding and fabrication shops, 
constructed primarily of corrugated steel and industrial steel sash in 
1920. The buildings are in generally sound condition. An VCA project, as 
a part of the Energy Conservation Investment (ECIP) Program, is in the 
programming stage. However, in the light of their age and the extent to 
which they would have to be insulated and rebuilt to conform to current 
energy saving standards, replacement of these buildings should be consid
ered. 

(13) Building 250, constructed in 1917 of reinforced concrete, is one 
of the primary machine shops at this installation. It contains three 
floors in an irregular layout. This building is in relatively good condi
tion. An M3A project in the programming stage provides for energy reduction 
in this structure by means of window replacement and heating system modifi
cation. No change in function is recommended at this time. 

(14) The Rock Island Arsenal Printing Plant operates primarily in 
Building 108 (Hist), one of the Stone Shops, in the basement and on the 
second floor. There are also four small reproduction "sub-shops" located 
in various administration buildings. 

c. Research, Development and Test. 

(1) Building 103 (Hist) was constructed in 1918 as a Stone Shop Annex 
connecting Buildings 102 (Hist) and 104 (Hist). Constmction is of rein
forced concrete with a limestone facade closely matching the original design 
of the adjacent buildings. It was originally designed for the storage and 
manufacture of war materials. In the 1940's, portions of this building were 
converted to laboratory uses. The second and third floors are s t i l l utilized 
as laboratory space. The first floor is used as administrative space, and 
the basement is used for storage. The overall building is in good structural 
condition. With the transfer out of the Rodman Laboratory, this area will 
be vacated. 

(2) Building 107 was constructed in 1943 of reinforced concrete. This 
building completely f i l l s the courtyard of Building 103, so that the inter
ior walls of Building 107 are actually the exterior walls of Buildings 102 
(Hist), 103 (Hist) and 104 (Hist). It has been continuously used as a met
allurgy laboratory and is in good condition. With the transfer out of the 
Rodman Laboratory, this buiIding will be taken over by the testing and 
research branch of the Arsenal Operations Directorate. 

(3) Building 108 (Hist) is one of the Stone Shops, constructed in 1882. 
It was originally used for the manufacture of war materials. It was also 
used for the storage of such materials. After World War II, portions of it 
were converted to laboratory and office space for research and engineering. 
The first floor and a portion of the basement are presently utilized as 
precision machine shops in support of R, D & T functions. With the transfer 
out of the Rodman Laboratory, this space will be vacated. The second floor 
is the Arsenal Printing Plant. The third floor is used for storage. The 
building is in sound condition, and an M3A Project in the programming phase 
proposes conversion of the first floor by alteration to administrative 
space. 
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(4) Building 109 (Hist) was constructed in 1918 as a Stone Shop 
Annex connecting Building 108 (Hist) and 110 (Hist) and is basically the 
same as Building 103 (Hist). Originally designed for the storage and 
manufacture of war materials, it was converted to administrative offices 
in support of research and engineering after World War II. The basement 
is used as a precision machine shop. The first and second floors are 
administrative. The third floor is used for storage. With the transfer 
out of Rodman Laboratory, this space will be vacated. The building is in 
sound condition. An M3A project is in the programming phase to provide 
for upgrading the administrative space on the first and second floors. 

: (5) : Building 110 (Hist) is one of the Stone Shops, constmcted in 
18^, Originally it was designed for the manufacture of articles used 
by other arsenals. After World War II, it was converted to laboratories 
and offices for research and engineering. The basement and half the first 
floor house metallurgy, physics, electronics, chemical, non-netallie mater
ials and general purpose laboratories. The rest of the first floor and 
all of the second floor are used as administrative areas for research and 
engineering. The third floor is used for storage. With the transfer of 
the Rodman Laboratory, the building will be mostly vacated. The Arsenal 
Operations Directorate will utilize a portion of the laboratory space on 
the first floor. An }Ck project is in the programming stage to upgrade 
the administrative space. 

(6) Building S-112 is a galvanized steel building erected in 1959. 
This structure, located in the courtyard of Building 108 (Hist), is used 
as a prototype machine shop, in conjunction with the precision machine 
shop areas in Building 108. With the transfer out of the Rodman Labora.-
tory, this building will be vacated. It is a semi-i»rmanent structure 
approaching its life expectancy and should be considered for disposal. 

There are a number of buildings and stmctures at the proving grounds at 
the eastem tip of the island. 

(7) The Keith L. Ware Simulation and Experimental Firing Center, 
Building 25, was constmcted of masonry and reinforced concrete in 1971. 
Basically a one story building, it has a small second and third floor 
area. Small arms and prototype weapons are tested here. Continued pres
ent use is recommended. 

(8) Stmctures 26, 27 and 28 are small magazines constmcted in 
1944 of reinforced concrete. Condition is good. Continued use is recoil-
mended. 

(9) Building 32 was constructed in 1944 of concrete block and rein
forced concrete. It is a one-story structure used as a general service 
office and garage building for the testing area. Condition of the build
ing is good. Continued present use is recommended. 

(10) Building 33, constructed in 1945, is a steel canopy with crane 
rail. This stmcture is slated for disposal when the Urgent Minor Con
struction Project, Gymnasticator Noise Cortainment Facility, is approved. 

(11) Building 34 is a magazine, constmcted in 1945 of reinforced coiv-
crete. Condition is good. Recommend no change. 
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(12) Building 35 is a small reinforced concrete observation building, 
constructed in 1945. This stmcture is slated for disposal, pending 
approval of the Urgent Minor Project, Gymnasticator Noise Containment 
Facility. 

(13) Building 39, the Gymnasticator Building, was constructed in 1945. 
The stmcture is steel frame with steel walls. The present structure will 
be in violation of the State of Illinois Noise Pollution Act in August 1976. 
An Urgent Minor Construction Project, Gymnasticator Noise Containment Faci
lity was submitted in 1976 to eliminate the condition and its pending 
approval. 

(14) Building 43 was constructed in 1963 of reinforced concrete and 
dense concrete block. It is listed as a Gas Dynamics Laboratory. Con
tinued present use is recommended. 

(15) Stmctures 44 and 45 are firing butts, constmcted in 1919 and 
1945 respectively. Recommend no change. 

(16) Building 46 is a storage building constructed in I963 of rein
forced concrete and dense concrete block. Recommend no change. 

d. Supply. 

(1) Building 12 is a wooden storage shed, constructed in 1946. It 
is located on the north side of the island, near the Community Center, 
Building 11, Building 12 is in fair to poor condition. Disposal action 
is pending. 

(2) Building 52 is a two-story brick storehouse, constmcted in 1912. 
It is located in the vicinity of the reservoir and filtration plant. Con
dition is good and cortinuation of present use is recommended. 

Most supply buildings and stmctures are located within one of two areas. 
The first area is located in the middle of the island, south of the Stone 
Shops. 

(3) Building 101, constmcted of wood in 1918 is in the courtyard of 
Building 102. Condition of this buiIding is fair to poor. Disposal action 
is pending. 

(4) Structure 113 is a sand bin constructed, in 1918 in the courtyard 
of Building IO6. It will eventually be slated for disposal. 

(5) Building II6 is a corrugated iron building on steel frame con
structed in 1910. The building is in fair condition and will eventually 
have to be replaced. 

(6) Building 119 is a galvanized steel building erected in I96O. Con
dition is good. Building is serai-̂ sermanent. Continuation of present use 
is recommended. 

(7) Building 120 is a one-story storehouse constructed in 1941 of 
brick. Condition is good. Continuation of present use is recommended. 
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(8) Building 122 is a small concrete block storage shed constructed 
in 1956 near the Confederate Cemetery. Condition is good. Continuation 
of present use is recommended. 

(9) Building 132 was constmcted in 1915 as an annex to Building 131. 
The ertire one floor building is reinforced concrete, with brick veneer 
on the exterior walls. This building is in good condition. Continuation 
of present use is recommended. 

(10) Building 133, is a small 3-3tory brick building constructed in 
1918. Over the years, it has been used for tool and vehicle storage which 
it is presently used for. Building is in fairly good condition and con̂ -
tinuation of present use is recommended, ...... 

(11) Building 135 was constmcted as a small oil storage building in 
1943 of concrete block and reinforced concrete. Condition is good. Con
tinuation of present use is recommended. 

(12) Building 137 is a galvanized steel shed constructed in I9I8. The 
building is used to store open lumber and is in good condition. Eventually 
it will have to be replaced. 

(13) Building 138 was constmcted of brick in 1886. It is s t i l l in 
use as the closed lumber shed. The building is in good condition and 
should be continued in its present use. It is further recommended that 
the building be recognized as a historic building. 

(14) Buildings 139 and 140 were constmcted in 1917 and I9I8 of rein
forced concrete and tile and stucco. They are used as the lumber and pipe 
sheds for the Facilities Engineer. Architecturally, these two buildings 
match Building 250. They are in good condition and continuation of present 
use is recommended. 

(15) Building I4I is the Small Dry Kiln Building, constructed in 1903 
of brick masonry. It is in fair condition and should be used for miscel
laneous storage. Continuation of present use is reconinended. 

(16) Building 144 is a one-story storehouse, originally constmcted 
in 1901, and added onto in 1919 and 1942. Condition of structure is good. 
Constmction is brick. Continuation of present use is recommended. 

(17) Building 145 was constmcted in 1899 of brick. It is used for 
surplus storage. This buiIding, one-story, is in good condition and con
tinued ">se in its present capacity is recommended. 

(18) Building 147 is a small corrugated iron stmcture constructed in 
1945. Disposal action is recommended. 

(19) Buildings 148, 149 and 150 are storage sheds, constmcted in 1918. 
They are wood and corrugated iron, with asphalt shingles on the roof. Their 
condition is fairly good, although they will eventually have to be replaced. 

(20) Building 153 is a small prefabricated steel building erected in 
1958. Condition is good. No change is recommended. 
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(21) Building 154 was constmcted in 1911 as a storehouse for Building 
108 (Hist). It contains a basement and two floors. It was constructed of 
brick and reinforced concrete. It is in good condition and should be con
tinued in its present capacity. 

(22) Structure 156 was constmcted in 1943 of concrete. It is utilized 
as scrap metal bins. It will eventually require replacement. 

(23) Building 157 was constructed in 1917 as a storehouse for Building 
no (Hist). In the late 1950's half of this building was converted to 
administrative uses. It is presently used in the same capacity. The 
building is in good condition and no change-is recommended. 

(24) Building 165 is a one-story prefabricated steel storehouse erected 
in 1958. Condition is good. Continuation of present use is recommended. 

: (25) Buildings Nos. 170 through 199 constitute the TIZ Area. They 
were built in 1919 of tile and stucco. The buildings are in need of repairs 
estimated to cost in excess of one-half the replacement value. The build?-
ings are not adaptable to modem material handling techniques. The concrete 
pilasters supporting the roof are separating from the tile walls; the con
crete floors are settling unequally. All corrective repair measures have 
been unsuccessful. Disposal action has been approved and they will be 
demolished upon funding availability. 

(26) Building 232 is a small, one—story oxygen storage building con
structed of corrugated steel in 1941, west of Building 230. Condition is 
fair and disposal action in the near future is a probability. 

(27) Building 252 is a small stucco and tile storage shed in the court
yard of Building 250. It was constructed in 1920. Condition is good. 
Cortinuation of present use is recommended. 

(28) Building 254 is a chip bin constructed in 1952 of concrete. It 
is slated for disposal action. — 

(29) Structures 260, 261, 262, 263, 270, 271 and 272 are general pur
pose magazines constructed in 1918 of reinforced concrete. These struc
tures are badly deteriorated and should be replaced. 

(30) Building 280 was constmcted of brick in 1879 as a magazine. It 
has been in continuous use as a magazine since its construction. It is in 
good condition and continued use is recommended. It is further recommended 
that ti.2s building be noted for its historic merit. 

(31) Building No. 299 was built in 1942 of reinforced concrete and 
steel as a general purpose warehouse. The building is in good condition. 
An yCA project in the planning stage proposes fire walls to eliminate a 
fire safety hazard and improvements to the building to reduce energy usage. 
It is recommended that this building remain in long tevm usage with periodic 
evaluation of its condition so that an increase in its life expectancy may 
be made. 

The remaining storage area is in the northwest quadrart of the island, the 
V-Area. 
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(32) Buildings 323 and 324 are oil storage buildings around Building 
336. They were constmcted in 1918 along with the rest of the V-Area. 
They are masonry, and Jn good condition. Continuation of present use is 
recommended. 

(33) Buildings 331, 332, 333, 335, 336, 337, 338, 339, 340, and 341 
constitute the majority of the V-Area. They were built between I9I8 and 
1920 to facilitate storage during the World War I period. Construction of 
this area is masonry firewalls with wooden columns and beams. In I969, 
this area underwent major roof repairs and minor masonry repair. The 
buildings are in fairly good condition, and cortinuation of present use 
is recommended. 

(34) Buildings 342 , 343 and 344 constructed in 1919 are also in the 
V-Area, north of the masonry buildings. These are steel framed with cor
rugated steel siding and roof. These buildings are in reasonable good 
condition, although evertual replacement is inevitable. Building 342 
has recently been converted to use as a small car parking garage for 
enployees. 

(35) Building 349 is an oil storehouse, constructed in 1944 of coiv-
crete block. It is located adjacert to Building 351. Cortinuation of 
presert use depends upon the disposition of activities within Building 
351. 

e. Medical. Rock Island Arsenal has no general hospital. An indus
trial dispensary is located in the basemert of Building No. 390, the 
Administration Building. The dispensary is overcrowded, meets none of the 
currert medical standards and emergency entrance is hampered by its loca
tion. A new dispensary is recommended. 

f. Administrative. 

(1) Of all the administrative space presently at this installation, 
only one building (Building 370) was constructed specifically for admiiv-
istrative purposes. The rest has been rehabilitated from shops and ware
houses. 

(2) The Clock Tower, Building 205 (Hist), was the first Arsenal build
ing to be constructed in I867. It was used to full capacity as a store
house urtil the main Stone Shops of the Arsenal were completed, and used 
as a storehouse only as circumstances demanded. In the 1940's, the build
ing and the surrounding 11.3 acres of land were transferred to the Rock 
Island Idstrict, Corps of Engineers. The building is not carried on 
Installation records, brt is inventoried as a Historic Building. 

(3) Building 60 (Hist) is one of the Stone Shops constructed in 1873. 
Originally, it was constmcted for the manufacture of war materiel. 
During World War II, it was converted to other uses. Presently, the base
mert cortains the Post Exchange, Pistol Range, NCO Open Mess and the MARS 
radio station; the Post Restaurant, Officers' Open Mess, the John M. 
Browning Museum, occupy the first floor; administrative and classroom space 
occupy the second floor. The third floor is rtilized as administrative 
space. The building is in sound stmctural condition, brt the limestone 
comices are badly deteriorated and should be restored. Cortinued present 
use is reconmended. 
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(4) Building 61 (Hist) was constructed in 1918 as a Stone Shop Annex 
joining Building 6o (Hist) to Building 62 (Hist) on all floors. Constmc
tion is of reinforced concrete, with the limestone facade closely matching 
the original design of the adjacent buildings. It was originally designed 
for the storage and manufacture of war materials. In the late 1950's, 
portions of this building were converted to administrative space. Presertly, 
the basemert is used as storage, while the first, second and third floors 
are used as administrative areas. The building is in good condition and 
cortinued present use is recoumended. 

— (5) Building 62 (Hist) is anrther of the Stone Shops, constmcted in 
1876. It was used for the manufacture and storage of war materials for 
almost 100 years. In the mid-1970's, the first and second floors were 
converted to administrative space through extensive alteration and convex̂  
sion. The basement and third floors are used for storage in support of 
administrative areas. The building is in sound condition, although the 
comices have deteriorated to the extent that they must be replaced. Con
tinued present use of the basement, first and second floors is recommended. 
Full potential use of the building and complimentary to the space in Build
ings 60 (Hist) and 61 (Hist) would be the conversion of the third floor to 
administrative space to eliminate the present administrative space deficit. 

(6) Building 102 (Hist) is another of the Stone Shops, constructed in 
1876. Over the past 15 years, the building has been altered to administra
tive and laboratory space from manufacturing and storage space for which it 
originally was constmcted for. Presently, the basemert contains adminis
trative, maintenance and storage space supporting the Facilities Engineer. 
The first floor contains administrative and engineering space for the Facil
ities Engineering Office, and administrative space for the Security and Per
sonnel departments. The second floor cortains record storage, administrative 
space and a test laboratory. The third floor is rtilized for storage. The 
building is in sound stmctural condition. However, the limestone comices 
have badly deteriorated and should be restored. No change is recommended 
for the basement and third floors at the presert time. It is recommended 
that portions of the first and second floors be upgraded to provide more 
adequate administrative space. 

(7) Building 103 (Hist) has been previously mentioned under the Research, 
Development and Test Section. It is mentioned here, also, because the first 
floor is administrative and with the transfer of laboratory functions, the 
second floor will eventually be utilized as administrative space. 

(8) Building 104 (Hist) is anrther of the Stone Shops, constructed in 
1872. '.'rtil 1970, this building was utilized for production and storage. 
In 1970, the first and second floors were transferred to administrative 
space. The basement and third floors are s t i l l utilized for storage. The 
building is in sound condition; however, the limestone comices are badly 
deteriorated and should be restored. Continued use as administrative space 
is recoimnended, although the interior conditions should be upgraded by 
alteration. 

(9) Buildings 109 (Hist) and 110 (Hist) contain large amounts of admin
istrative space. The buildings are presently part of the Rodman Laboratory 
and are described in the Research, Development and Test Section. With the 
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transfer of laboratory functions, the administration areas will be vacated 
and used to meet current space deficits. 

(10) Building 131 was constmcted of brick in 1903. It was built to 
replace a Stone Shop Storehouse, which had previously bumed down. There 
is a basement and three floors. Portions of the building were converted 
in the late 1960's to Quality Assurance Laboratories. Presertly, the base
mert cortains administrative and storage space. The first floor cortains 
administrative space. The second floor cortains administrative space and 
Quality Assurance testing areas. The third floor contains storage space. 
No change is recommended. 

(11) Building 350 is the main administrative office of Headquarters, 
U.S, Array Armament Materiel Readiness Command. It was constmcted in 1918 
of reinforced concrete as a warehouse. The ten foot high ceilings minimized 
its rtility as a warehouse, and alteration work over a period of years has 
converted it to administrative, coraprter and communications space. The 
piecemeal alterations over the years, generally responding to an urgent 
need and not following a long range plan, have resulted in a building that 
is not complete, in that it does not comply with raany regulatory require
ments presently in effect. Corrective measures are recommended. 

(12) The Headquarters Building, (Building 390), was constructed in 
1942 of reinforced concrete. The four rtories and basement house the Conv-
manding General and administrative elements of the Headquarters, U.S, Arny 
Armamert Materiel Readiness Command, and the Commanding Officer and admin
istrative staff of the Rock Island Arsenal. The building is in good con
dition with long life expectancy. No change in use is recoimnended or 
feasible. 

g. Housing and Community Services. 

(l) Housing - There are 58 sets of family quarters at the inrtallation. 

(a) Quarters 1 (Building 301 (Hist)) was constructed in 1872. It 
faces eart, with the north side overlooking the Mississippi River. It con
tains a basement, three floors and a four-story tower. The building was 
constructed of limestone, and is architecturally con îatible with the massive 
Stone Shops. It has been used as the residence of Commanders and Command
ing Generals since it was completed. It is also the largest general's 
quarters in the Department of the Army. It is in good condition. Owing to 
the sheer size (20,690 SF, including basement) it is possible and recommended 
that this stmcture be prt to better use, such as a museum, rather than 
remain as quarters. 

(b) Quarters 2, 3, and 4 (Buildings 2 (Hist), 3 (Hist) and 4 (Hirt)) 
were conrtructed between 1871 and 1874, overlooking the golf course and the 
Mississippi River, They are constmcted of limestone and are architecturally 
compatible with the Stone Shops. They all contain a basement and two floors, 
although square fortage varies between the buildings. They are in good con
dition and st i l l house the officers and their families. No change in use 
is feasible or recommended. 
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(c) Quarters 6 (Building 6 (Hist)) was constructed in 1905 of brick 
and also overlooks the golf course and Mississippi River. It cortains a 
basemert and three floors. Architecturally, it is compatible with the 
other homes located along "Officers Row" (Quarters 1-4, and Quarters 7). 
It is in good condition. No change in use is feasible or recommended. 

(d) Quarters 7 (Building 7 (Hist)) was constmcted in 1902 of wood 
and also looks upon the Mississippi, It cortains a basemert and three 
floors, and is in good condition. This is the last house of "Officers 
Row" (Terrace Drive), No change in use is recommended or feasible. 

(e) Quarters 10 (Building 85) was constructed in 1899 and reraodeled 
in 1920. It is a one-rtory frame house in adequate condition, adjacert 
to the golf course. Owing to its age, however, evertual replacemert is 
recommended, 

(f) Quarters 11 and 12 (Building 82) is a duplex constructed in 1917 
of tile and rtucco, adjacent to Quarters 10. It cortains a basemert, 
two floors and an attic. Overall condition is good. No change in use is 
recommended or feasible. 

(g) Quarters 23 (Building 70) was conrtructed of brick in 1934. It 
cortains two floors and a basemert. Condition is good. No change is 
recommended or feasible. 

(h) Quarters 24 (Building 303) is a small one-story frame house con
stmcted in 1920, Condition is adequate. No change in use is recommended, 

(1) Quarters 30 and 31 (Buildings 30 (Hist) and 31 (Hist)) were con
structed between 1910 and 1912 of rtucco and wood and tile overlooking the 
Mississippi River and the Old Moline Locks, The quarters were originally 
constmcted to house an officer and a lock tender at the Old Moline Locks, 
The houses were transferred to this installation when the new locks at the 
foot of the Government Bridge (Structure 320 (Hist)) were conrtructed in 
the 1930's, The houses are in good condition. No change in use is recoi»-
mended or feasible. 

(j) Quarters 32, 32A, 33 and 33A (Building 360 (Hist)) was conrtmcted 
as the Post Headquarters in 1889 of limestone. It is an attractive smaller 
scale version of the Stone Shops. It cortains two floors, an attic and 
a basemert. In 1934, it was converted to quarters. It is in good condi
tion. Due to its previous use as the Headquarters, and its location next 
to the U.S. Arny Armamert Materiel Readiness Command and Arsenal Headquar
ters, tne possibility exists that Building 360 could, in the frture, be 
used for anrther purpose. 

(k) Quarters 34 (Building 81) was conrtmcted in 1907 of brick. It 
was used as the Post Hospital urtil it was converted to officers quarters. 
This building is in good condition. No change is feasible or recommended. 

(1) Forty (40) sets of family quarters were constmcted in 1972. Con-
rtmction and condition of these quarters is rather good, although recert 
infrared aerial photography showed considerable heat losses from three of 
these rtmctures. This is possibly due to a deficit in construction. Quar
ters numbers are 92A, 92B, 92C, 92D, 93A, 93B, 93C, 93D, 94A, 94B, 94C, 
94D, 95A, 95B, 95C, 95D, 96A, 96B, 96C, 96D, 97A, 97B, 97C, 97D, 98A, 98B, 
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98C, 98D, 98E, 98F, 99A, 99B, 99G, 99D, 99E, 99F, lOOA, lOOB, lOOC, 
IOOD, lOOE and lOOF. 

(m) Family Housing studies conducted at this Arsenal reveal a 
housing deficit on 31 January 1975 as follows: 

7 Colonel 
6 Field Grade 
0 Company Grade 
12. NCO 
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(n) Bachelor housing requiremerts indicated a deficit of 46. At 
presert, a relocatable classroom building has been converted to an irterim 
BBQ. A 43 man BOQ/BBQ is in the M3A programming stage (22 officers and 21 
enlirted men). A substandard BOQ is located in Building 60 (Hist), jurt 
off the Post Rertaurant. 

(o) Troop housing is not required at the Arsenal due to the limited 
nun4)er of enlisted personnel assigned. 

(2) Community Services. 

(a) Building 225 (Hirt) constructed in 1874 as a guard house, houses 
both the fire and police departmert, with the former occupying the majo
rity of the space. The building is two-rtory, with a partial basement 
and three-story hose tower. The architecture is compatible with that of 
the Stone Shops, which are nearby. Tlie building is in good condition and 
no change is recommended at this time. 

(b) The police also occupy a stmcture at the main gate on the wertern 
part of the island. Building 321 (Hist) was conrtmcted in 1874 of lime
stone along with the original main gate, and was used for many years as 
the employment office. Today, it is used for storage by the Police Depart
ment. This building is in good condition. It might be put to a better 
use, such as a visitor information station. 

(c) Fallort shelters are located in Buildings 60 (Hist), 62 (Hist), 
66 (Hist), 102 (Hist), 104 (Hist) and 208, There is no presert or fore
seeable need for additional shelter space at this time. 

(d) There is an open bus waiting shelter. Stricture 224, on the South-
wert comer of Rodman and Gillespie Avenues. It was conrtmcted in 1918 
of iron with a corrugated iron roof. It affords little protection from 
the elements. It is recommended that this stmcture be replaced by a 
shelter that blocks the wind. 

(e) There are three public toilet buildings. BuiIding 345 is located 
in the "V" storage area. Buildings 121 and 124 are located in Memorial 
Park. These are in good condition and it is recommended that Tpcesent use 
be continued. 

(f) Building 334 was constructed in 1921 of masonry walls with a wood 
stmctural system. It is one-atory and is one of the buildings in the "V" 
Area (See Item d. Supply). It was used for storage urtil 1976, when it 
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was converted by extensive alteration to its presert use as a Commissary. 
No change in use is recommended at this time. 

(g) Building 60 (Hist) has been described in detail under Item f., 
Adminirtration Buildings. Community Services are also located in Building 
60. The Port Exchange, Thrift Shop, an indoor Firing Range and the Non-
Commissioned Officers' Open Mess are located in the basemert. The Port 
Rertaurart, the Officers' Open Mess, the Credit Union and the John M. 
Browning Iftiseum are located on the first floor. Short range plans call 
for the conversion of a portion of Building 333 by alteration (located 
next to the new Commissary) to a Port Exchange. No other changes in rti-
lization are recommended at this time. 

(h) Building 75, the Post Restaurart, was conrtmcted in the court
yard of Building 60 in 1946. Three of its four walls are Building 60. 
The fourth is reinforced concrete. This one-story rtructure is in good 
condition and no change is recommended or feasible at this time. 

(1) Building 11, constructed in I906 as the Post Stables, bxuTied down 
in 1927 and was rebuilt in 1928. During World War II, it housed Italian 
prisoners of war. Later, it was used for storage. In 1970, it was con
verted to community services use. Today, it houses the Post Nursery and 
the Community Center. 

(j) Building 63 is a one-story frame building which was constructed 
in I9I8 in the north courtyard of Building 6I. For many years, it was 
used as a pairt shop. Today, it houses the Rod and Gun Club. If historic 
preservation plans are carried ort conceming cleaning up the Stone Shop 
courtyards, it is assumed that this building will eventually be disposed 
of. 

(k) Structure 128 is an open air picnic shelter located in Memorial 
Park. It was erected in I962 of steel frame conrtruction and condition 
is good. No change in use is recommended or feasible, 

(1) There is an outdoor basketball court located in Memorial Park. 
As with all ortdoor facilities, use is limited to the warmer months. 
General condition of the courts is good, although they were last resurfaced 
in 1965. Continued present use is recommended. 

(m) There is an ortdoor tennis court located near the older officer 
family housing. It was originally conrtructed in 1940 and resurfaced in 
1965. Condition is good, although it is undersized in terras of today's 
rtandar'is. Replacement with a rtandard size court is recommended. 

(n) A Skeet Field is located in the sortheastern portion of the 
island. It is probable that it will have to be relocated because of Flood 
Protection and Bridge Replacement projects. 

(o) A pistol firing range is located between Memorial Park and the 
Confederate Cemetery. This area is in fairly good condition and should 
be retained. 
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(p) Two playgrounds containing swings and slides, etc., were con
stmcted in 1974 adjacent to the newer family housing units. Condition 
is good and area should be retained. 

(q) As mentioned in the beginning of this section, the Rock Island 
Arsenal is a National Historic Place. The majority of the historical 
monuments are not numbered, and the important buildings have been raen
tioned already. The Rock Island Arsenal Basic Information Maps, National 
Historic Place Map lirts the 52 most important buildings, monuments and 
rtmctures. The following are some of the more importart monuments: 

1. Building 200 (Hist) is the Fort Armrtrong Blockhouse conrtructed 
in 1916 on the site of one of the three original blockhouses, commemorating, 
then, the centennial of the founding of Fort Armstrong (I8I6). It is 
recommended that this be retained. 

2, Davenport House (Building 346 (Hist)) is the oldest frame house 
in the Quad-Cities Area, constmcted in 1833. It was partially restored 
in 1906 (the main stmcture) and is fairly well preserved. Retertion 
and complete restoration of this building is recommended. 

2. Structure 347 (Hirt) is a stone pier located near Davenport House. 
It marks the site of the first bridge to span the Mississippi River. Conr-
dition is good. Retention is recommended. 

(r) The Rock Island Golf Club is a private organization which has 
out-leased land on Arsenal Island since 1897. In addition to a golf 
course, is the Club House, a bathhouse, swimming pool and several main
tenance buildings. All these were constructed at no cost to the govem
ment. They are not carried as installation property. Continued present 
use is recommended as this is a great asset to the Rock Island Arsenal. 

h. Utilities and Grounds Improvements. 

(1) Building I60 is a hydro-electric dam, portions of which were 
originally constructed in 1881. In I9I8 it was converted to its presert 
hydro-electric use with generating capacity of 3,440 KVA. An M3A project 
in the programming stage plans to increase capacity to 8,000 KVA, although 
there is doubt as to economic feasibility. 

(2) Stmcture I6I is a dam on the rther end of Sylvan Island. It 
is operated by the Moline Water Power Corapany, 

(3) There are three central heating plarts, 

(a) Building 38 is a concrete block, oil-fired heating plart that 
serves the proving grounds complex at the eastern tip of the island. It 
was constructed in 1945, Condition is good and with proper upkeep, reten
tion is recommended, 

(b) Building I68 is a reinforced concrete coal-fired heating plart 
conrtructed in 1944. Condition is good. Retertion is recommended. 
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(c) Building 227 is the central coal-fired boiler plant, conrtmcted 
in 1917, with an addition in I962. Condition is good and no change in 
function is feasible or recommended at this time. 

(3) There are three structures used for sewage pumphouses. 

(a) Stmcture 29 is a small frame prrtective shelter for the pump 
mechanisms. Condition is adequate. It was constmcted in 1948 and is 
located near Quarters 30 and 31. Retention is recommended. 

(b) Structure 49 is a small pumphouse constmcted of reinforced con
crete in 1948. Condition is good and retertion is recommended. 

(c) Structure 204 is the main sewage pumphouse conrtmcted in 1942 
of reinforced concrete. There are three floors in this rtructure. It is 
in good condition and should be retained. 

(4) Building 105 is listed on real property records as an incinerator. 
This building was conrtmcted of limestone in 1873 as a boiler house in 
the courtyard of Building I04. Presertly, it is inactive due to tighter 
restrictions on pollrtion, efficiency, etc. The building is a miniature 
Stone Shop in design. Since it is of hirtoric irtegrity, it is recommended 
that this building be preserved and rehabilitated to a use, such as a 
Chapel, or historic arehive. 

(5) Building 50 is the water treatmert plart conrtxoicted in 1941 of 
brick and concrete. Condition is good. 

(6) There are two main water storage facilities. 

(a) Stmcture 53 (Hist) was conrtructed in I871 as the main reservoir 
in the original Marter Plan. It is limertone, faced over with concrete. 
Condition is good. 

(b) Stmcture 236 is the high water tank, erected in 1952. It is 
rtructural rteel and located in the sorthwertem portion of the island. 
Condition is good. 

(7) Building 9 is in the pumping station on the north end of the 
island. It was constructed of brick in I9O8. Condition is good, 

(8) There are four (4) bridges at Rock Island Arsenal. 

(a) Stmcture 48 is the Moline Bridge, conrtructed in 1930 of rteel 
and reinforced concrete. It replaced an earlier bridge to Jfoline fl-om 
Arsenal Island. The present bridge is badly deteriorated and in need 
of replacement. An M3A project calls for conrtmction of a new Moline 
Bridge. 

(b) Structure 57 (Hist) is an attractive stone bridge conrtructed 
circa 1881, currertly sitting in the middle of the golf course. Orig
inally, there was an artificial lake between the Stone Shops and the Stone 
Quarters. This bridge spanned it. Later, the lake was drained due to 
general pollrtion. The bridge is in good condition and should be retained 
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for its aesthetic value. There has been discussion of restoring the lake 
for its aesthetic value or for use as a cooling pond for the various air 
conditioning projects. 

(c) Stmcture 275, the Rock Island Viaduct, connects Arsenal Island 
to the City of Rock Island, Illinois. The original approach was con
structed in 1868. In 1907, it was completely rebuilt. In 1976, the 
approach was modified to conform with the City of Rock Island's traffic 
patterns. Together with Stmcture 320, it forms one of the bridges across 
the Mississippi River, It is recommended that this stmcture be retained, 
although it is assumed that eventual replacement is inevitable. 

(d) Stmcture 320 (Hist) is the Governmert Bridge, connecting Arsenal 
Island to the city of Davenport, Iowa. There has been a bridge to Daven
port from this island since I856. In 1872, a replacement bridge was 
completely rebuilt, resulting in the presert bridge. Although it is in 
good condition, it is assumed that it will eventually have to be replaced. 

. . ; . _ SECTION FIVE - TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITY SYSTEMS 

1, FIRE PROTECTION. The Rock Island Arsenal contains no fire lanes, as 
such. A system of well-maintained roads provides access to all parts of 
the Arsenal. Fire protection is provided by the Arsenal's Fire Departmert, 
located in Building No. 225 and under the control of the Post Engineer. 
Currently, twenty-three personnel, including the Fire Chief, man the star-
tion on alternate shifts to provide a two company, 24 hour-a-day fire 
protection seirvice, seven days a week. The equipmert consists of three 
750 gallon water pumpers, one Purple K/light water tmck, a fully equipped 
ambulance and two rescue boats. The department also maintains the entire 
system of diy and wet type sprinklers protecting buildings throughort the 
installation. There are 138 systems in all , with two wet type and I36 dry 
type. All sprinklers systems are tied irto the central alarm system. The 
accessibility to the water source is excellent, with a more than adequate 
number of hydrants situated throughort the installation with a constartly 
maintained pressure of 70-80 psi. In the event a major fire occurs requir
ing the assistance of others, a mutual aid contract has been established 
with the surrounding municipalities for help in its suppression. Cortinuing 
prevention consists of prohibiting any open buming, fire hazards education 
and mowing of open grasslands. During very dry periods, additional pre-
cartions are enforced. In addition to fire prevention, the fire department 
also plays a primary part in any oil spill problems that may occur. 

2. R0;.riS AND PAVED AREAS. The present road and street system provides 
adequate routes of access to all of the Arsenal. Condition of the surfaces 
is good, with only occasional repair being needed. The main roads are ade
quate for the present daily traffic volume and the posted traffic and speed 
limit signs aid in the necessary traffic control. The enforced speed lim
its vary from 5 to 30 miles per hour in the various built-up and open areas. 

Direct access to and frora the Quad-Cities area is provided by three bridges; 
Govemment Bridge, Rock Island Viaduct and the Moline Bridge, all Government-
owned. The main thoroughfare, Rodman Avenue, is a two and three lane arte
rial roadway which traverses the ertire length of Arsenal Island between 
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the Government Bridge on the west end of the island and the Moline Bridge 
on the east end, a distance of some 2.6 miles. Between the southeast end 
of Governmert Bridge and the Main Gate, Rodman Avenue operates as a two 
lane, two way roadway. From the Main Gate to East Avenue, Rodman Avenue 
operates as a three lane roadway with a reversible center lane which i s 
inbound during the morning peak period and outbound during the evening 
peak period. Between East Avenue and Moline Gate, Rodman Avenue operates 
as a two lane, two way roadway except during evening peak period when i t 
operates as a two lane, one way outbound route only. Rodman Avenue i s 
the most heavily traveled Arsenal roadway. Travel delays do occur on 
Rodman Avenue during evening peak period, resulting in congestion for the 
section of roadway between Golf Lane and the east end of Moline Bridge. 
These delays have been significantly reduced due to the implemertation of 
the one-way ortbound restr ict ion placed on this section of the roadway. 
Another problem that occurs i n the Wirter i s that of the inabi l i ty of some 
of the outgoing vehicles to climb the steep grade of the Molina Bridge 
when there i s ice or snow cover on i t . 

With nearly 20,000 autos registered, the problem of adequate parking space 
does occur at Rock Island Arsenal. Presently, a l l parking areas in the 
main industrial and administrative areas are being used to maximum capa
ci ty . Future expansion of existing lots or constmction of parking garages 
may be necessary to fac i l i t a te additional parking, Anrther solution i s to 
give more encouragemert for car pools and to assign designated spaces to 
each pool. This, to some extent, i s presently being done. 

A l l primary roads are a heavy duty type and are used by cycles, passenger 
cars, buses, tmcks, service vehicles and tracked vehicles. The road 
network i s adequate for the current needs. Frture expansion and improve
ment of the Arsenal w i l l require additional primary roads and improvemert 
and adjurtments to the present system. The primary roads are a l l i n seirv
ice able condition and the Arsenal road mairtenance and repair plan i s 
designed to keep them that way. 

The secondary road net i s similar to primary roads i n t r a f f i c and condi
t ion excert around Building No. 299 and warehouse group between Ripley 
Street and Dyer Street. The service roads around Building 299 were buil t 
during World War I I of concrete without reinforcing and were injured by 
heavy tank t r a f f i c . This surface now requires resurfacing. The remainder 
of the roads are in seirviceable condition. The tertiary road net i s coit
posed mainly of peripheral security roads, seivice roads to housing, ceme
teries and recreation areas. The tert iary system i s used generally by 
guard vehicles, service tmcks and passenger type vehicles. The road net 
is ade-̂ uate for permanent use. These roads are generally serviceable and 
are i n good condition, 

3, UTILITIES. 

a. Water Fac i l i t i e s , 

(1) Source. The water supply system at Rock Island Arsenal takes its 
supply from the Mississippi River at Pool No, 15 and a system of three 
wells. The pool was created in 1933 by the erection of Lock and Dam No. 
15 across the Mississippi River from Arsenal Island to the Iowa shore. 
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Raw water is pumped from the river through the pumping station, (Building 
No. 51) to the 3,0 million gallon per day water treatmert plart, (Building 
No. 50). This is the main source of water for the island. Well No, 51 is 
used only when the deraand exceeds the supply at the treatmert plant. Two 
other wells. No. 38 and No. 213, are used to supply remote areas of the 
installation. The three wells have the following capacities and depths: 
Well at Building 51, 1,603 feet deep with pump capacity of 1,100 gpm/ 
1,584,000 gpd; Well at Building 38, 96 feet deep with a pump capacity of 
22 gpm/31,680 gpd; and the well at Building 213, 410 feet deep with a 
pump capacity of 275 gpra/396,OC)0 gpd. Because of the hardness of this 
water, it is generally only rtilized for cooling purposes or in case of 
emergency, 

(2) Treatmert. The raw river water is drawn in through the irt ake 
stmcture, passes through a bar screen, is then pumped from Building No. 9 
to the treatment plant, Building No, 50, one quarter mile away. After 
chlorination, the water flows to the rapid mix chamber and is injected 
with coagulating cheraicals with detention period of approximately six 
rainrtes in the reaction basin. Here, the water is treated with alum,lime, 
chlorine and, i f necessary, activated carbon. Operating personnel test 
the raw water every shift and vary the treatmert process accordingly. The 
average amourts used per day are as follows: 500 pounds of alum, 300 
pounds of lime, 120-125 pounds of chlorine. Activated carbon is added 
only i f odor and taste warrart its addition. The water then flows to 
two 250,000 gallon sedimentation tanks, where it is detained for a period 
of approximately four hours and 15 minutes. After that, the water then 
goes through four sand filters and post chlorination, and is then pun̂ jed 
irto the filtered water reservoir of the clear well. 

The system cortains a 500,000 gallon elevated storage tank and a 750,000 
gallon covered ground level concrete water reservoir. Water frora the deep 
well (Building No, 51) is hypo-chlorinated in that building and then is 
normally pumped to an aerator and then to the reservoir; from there the 
water goes back to the Filter Plant, through chlorinator, and then through 
high service pumps into the water distribrtion system. In case of emer
gency, well water can be pumped from the deep well with hypo-chlorination 
directly irto the distribution system. Water pressure is raairtained at 
70-75 psi at the hydrants. 

The system provides adequate water at all times for domestic use, indus
trial use and fire protection. The system appears to be in good condition 
and the supply to the Arsenal, average usage of 1.7 million gallons per 
day, for the presert needs and foreseeable future needs is adequate. 

(3) Testing. The Rock Island Arsenal Utilities Branch and the State 
of Illinois tart the water regularly. The Arsenal takes 23 samples each 
week from various locations on the Arsenal. Using the membrane filter 
method, tests are conducted on the raw water, settled water, filtered water, 
and finished water. Hardness and ferric iron contert are also determined. 

The Arsenal also makes chemical analysis of the free chlorine contert and 
the combined chlorine cortent of the filtered water and of the finished 
water. The State of Illinois, also using the membrane filter method. 
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makes morthly bacteriological tests on both samples of water furnished 
by the Rock Island Arsenal Laboratory. These samples are taken from 
each of the three wells, from one of the filters at the Filter Plart, 
from finished water at the Filter Plart and a sample of finished water 
is taken from the Arsenal's distribution system, 

b. Sanitary and Storm Sewer Systems. The original sewage system at 
the Arsenal was constructed in conjunction with the original manufacturing 
shop building in the post Civil War period, I865-I88O, and at which time 
no differertiation was made between storm water drainage and sanitary 
sewage. 

During subsequert periods of construction to 1920, additions to the 
existing system were made as required to service the new buildings. In 
the World War II constmction periods, 1941-1945, differertiation was 
made between storm water drainage and sanitary sewage carried to the sys
tem frora the new buildings constructed. Since there was no sanitary sewage 
treatmert plart at the Arsenal prior to 1942, all sewage was dumped irto 
the Mississippi River from various points. In 1942, a main pumping sta
tion (Building No. 204) and an auxiliary l i f t station (Building No. 49) 
were constructed in conjunction with new sanitary sewer lines. These l i f t 
stations were connected to former disposal poirts and an extension was 
made from the Arsenal across an existing causeway and viaduct to the City 
of Rock Island, Illinois. 

The main pumping station (Building No. 204) is strictly a collection sta
tion, from which sewage is pumped to the City of Rock Island's sewage 
system for treatmert and disposal. TTie capacity of the pumping station 
is approximately 10 mgpd with a fifty fort head. The station has two 
1,750 gpm and one 3,500 gpm pumps. 

Until recently. Rock Island Arsenal was served with a combined sewer sys
tem. Prior to the Separation of Sewers Project, all domestic storm and 
industrial waste water from the south slope of the industrial area and 
most of the sanitary waste from the north slope were pumped to the City 
of Rock Island's treatment plant. Under these conditions, periods of 
heavy rainfall put an extreme load upon the system, with the end result 
being that the city bypassed some waste water irto the Mississippi without 
any treatment. Today, the City of Rock Island has brth primary and sec
ondary treatmert plants and separate sewer systems now seirve the city. 

With the completion of Phase II in early 1977, the Arsenal will have com
pleted their project of trtal separation of sewers. At that time, sani
tary aiJ industrial waste water will be pumped directly to the City of 
Rock Island's plart. Presert flow rates at the plart average approxi
mately 400 rain ion gallons per year; but with the initiation of both Phase 
I and Phase II, the total quantity of water flowing to the plart for 
treatmert will decrease substantially. 

c. Electrical Power. Rock Island Arsenal owns and operates a hydro
electric plart which, in conjunction with power purchased from the lowa-
niinois Gas and Electric Corapany, supplies the electrical energy required 
by the Arsenal. The type of generation at the Arsenal is hydro-electric 
and diesel and at the Iowa-Illinois Gas and Electric Company is steam. 
The plart is located between Sylvan Slough and Moline Pool, where it is 
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also utilized to maintain the navigation pool for Lock and Dam 15, loca
ted on the Northwest corner of the island. 

The Arsenal's plant, built in 1918, currently supplies approximately 35% 
of the 49-51 million kilowatts consumed annually. The plant has a maximum 
capacity of 3440 KVA and is also equipped with a 955 KW diesel powered 
emergency generator. This generator, besides providing power under emer
gency situations, is utilized in the summer during peak periods to lower 
the Arsenal's per kilowatt hour costs. 

The supply from lowa-Hlinois Gas and Electric Company ia by two each 
13.8 KV circuits originating at a substation in Moline and terminating at 
a substation in Davenport. This source of supply provides the Arsenal 
with two circuits from Moline or two circuits from Davenport. These two 
circuits are normally operated with Moline and Davenport tied together on 
each circuit and can be used separately to obtain energy from either Moline 
or Davenport. These circuits are connected to the Arsenal substation "A" • 
with modern outdoor metal enclosed switchgear, and metered for what is 
used. The four lines from the power company pole stmcture to substation 
"A" consists of twelve single conductors, 750 MCM-PL cables, having a 
capacity of 475 AMPS (at 13,800 volts) per cable or 475 AMPS per three 
phase circuit. Substation "A" consists of fifteen KV outdoor metal en
closed switchgear with eight ACB breakers-current, potential transformers, 
meters, relays, supervisory board, battery compartment and protective equip
ment. Outgoing feeder circuits are supplied from substation "A" at 13.8 
KV to substations B, C, D, E, F and G from air circuit breakers enclosed 
in outdoor metal-clad switchgear. 

Outgoing feeder circuits are supplied from substation "B", I^dro-electric 
plant at 2,400 volts from air circuit breakers enclosed in indoor, metal-
clad switchgear. From substations C, D, and F at 2,400 volts from air 
circuit breakers enclosed in outdoor metal-clad switchgear, from substations 
E and G at Zv80 volts, from indoor and outdoor metal-clad switchgear with 
breakers. The distribution system of feeder circuits is principally under
ground with small outlying loads served by an overhead distribution system. 

All main supply circuits are equipped with overcurrent relays, directional 
relays and indicator lights on air breakers. All feeder circuits are 
equipped with overcurrent relays and indicator lights on oil or air c ir
cuit breakers. Some feeders also have key interlocks. 

The present distribution system is quite adequate to handle the current 
capacity needed for the operations of the Arsenal. Consideration has been 
given to increasing the capacity of power output of the Hock Island Arsenal 
Power Plant to 8000 KW. This proposal is presently in the advanced plan
ning stage. 

d. Central Heating System. The central heating plart. Building 227, 
operates with two Babcock-Wilcox's (Sterling type) four drum boilers and 
two Wickes two drum boilers. Boilers #1 and #2 are rated at 1200 hp each. 
The present nominal generating capacity is approximately 80,000 pounds 
per hour at continuous operation with a present maximum generating capacity 
of 100,000 pounds per hour at continuous operation and a maximum generating 
capacity of 125,000 pounds per hour with a four hour limit. Boiler #4 is 
also a Wickes Type R Boiler and is rated at 960 hp. It has a nominal 

40 



generating capacity of 65,000 pounds per hour, at continuous operation 
and a maximum generating capacity of 75»000 pounds per hour with a four 
hour limit. All the boilers are single fuel, coal-fired and gravity fed. 

Each boiler is equipped with fly ash reinjection systems and outlet damp
ers which lead to dust collectors. Fly ash is collected daily and emptied 
into awaiting hopper cars for dispxjsal off the Arsenal by a private con
tractor. Opacity meters, alarms and recorders are also provided for each 
of the boilers; units which are calibrated in % Smoke and Ringelmann Niu*-
bers. The boilers also are equipped with inducer fans that recirculate 
unburned gas back through the system. No sulfur collection apparatus is 
installed. To comply with existing regulations on sulfur emission, only 
low sulfur coal could" be burned. •-• . - . 

The condition of the boilers is as follows: Boiler #L - condition is good, 
installed in 1941-1942; Boiler #2 - condition is also good, installed in 
1941-1942; Boiler #3 - condition is excellent with installation in 1963; 
and Boiler #4 - condition is excellert with its installation in 1967* The 
boilers receive an annual safety inspection by the State of Illinois to 
insure the operational safety of each. The boilers, with continued main
tenance and updating, will provide adequate service to the Arsenal with 
its present demands. 

Water used in the production of steam received pretreatment with soda ash 
and lime to soften it prior to entering the system. Boiler blowdown is 
done on a continuous basis and is emptied into the sanitary sewer system 
along with softener regeneration wastes without any treatment. The annual 
consumption rate of water for 1974 was approximately 8.24 million gallons. 

The consumption rate of the coal depends primarily upon demand dictated 
by the weather. With a temperature of 0̂  F, the consumption rate would be 
between 320 to 400 tons per 24 hour period. The amount of coal on hand 
varies monthly with a buildup in the Fall towards the 30 day supply on 
hand. The steam generating plant in 1974 consumed about 50,000 tons of 
coal and produced about 760 million pounds of steam for heating and indus
trial use. The coal is of Illinois origin and upon arrival has received 
no freeze proofing. 

e. Compressed Air System. This system consists of a central station 
located in Building 220 with distribution to various buildings. The cen
tral station has the following compressors installed: 2400 cfm Worthington; 
1200 cfm Worthington; 3700 cfm Hardie-Tynes; 4200 cfm Ingersoil-Rand; 3700 
cfm Worthington; 1300 cfm Ingersoil-Rand; and a 400 cfm Ingersoll-Rand. 
The an.-.nal use of compressed air at 105 psig is 550 million cubic feet. 

f. Communic at ions. Telephone service is handled through the Illinois 
Bell Telephone Corapany, Rock Island, Illinois. This system to the Arsenal 
contains sixty-eight trunk lines in use. Additionally in use are the fol
lowing: forty-one AUTOVON voice circuits, two SCAN data circuits, two 
DATAPHONE circuits, five DATA circuits and nine WATS circuits. Switching 
equipment is located in Building 350 and is Automatic Electric Company, 
Type 119, step-by-step equipment. The exchange is presently operating 
satisfactorily. Original equipment was installed in 25 July 1958 with 
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the latest addition installed in 196?. The exchange is adequate at 
present, 72% of the lines are in use. 

Radio communication is on three frequencies. One frequency is for motor 
pool vehicle and locomotive dispatch. Another frequency is for the fire 
and security system. The third frequency is for emergency radio commun
ications between inner-city police and state police systems. Al l systems 
are adequate for use and are in good condition. 
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February 25, 1972 197S 

Mr. David Jenkins 
Congressional Liaison Office 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dave: 

As you know the Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island, 
' I l l i n o i s has been enrolled on the National Register of His
to r i c Places. Interest has now been expressed in the island, 
on which the Arsenal i s located, being made a national park 
with a civi c center and a memorial, perhaps something along 
the lines of the St. Louis arch, being constmcted. I would 
appreciate your looking into this and advising what Federal 
financial assistance might be available. 

Also, I would be interested i n learning the cost 
of the St. Louis arch and the amount of Federal funds included 
in i t s constmction. 

Thanking you and with best regards I^am 

Sincerel;^ 

^TOM^AILSBACK. 
• Memberof Congress 

TR:um 

• -Lt 

11 0 
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Thank you for your recent letter conceming the possibility of bringing 

OS as 
u 
CO Z 

Honorable Tom Railsback 
^ Q House of Representatives 
^ g Washington, D. C. 

H 
g Dear Mr. Railsback: 

o 
O tq 
•* ^ 

M 

00 

13 ^ tha Rock Island Arsenal at Rock Island, Illinois, Into the National Park 
m m 

< 
^ ^ « System. 
o 

^ Historic sites and buildings established as units of the National Park 

o - System must be judged to possess national significance and to meet stand-
* 0) 

^ ^ ards of suitability and feasibility for park purposes as well. The de
al ig 
« to 
S £ termination of national significance Is made by the Secretary of the <S ^ 

Interior under authority of the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935 (49 
* j 

^ Stat. 666). Such determinations are usually based on the recommendations 

J of the Secretary's Advisoty Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 
o u 
g Buildings, and Monuments. The criteria applied in making this determlna-
u >^ 

Ti o 
Q'af tion are listed on pages 13-15 of the enclosed copy of "NPS Criteria for 
c 
f o Parklands." 
c9 eo u 

^ ̂  g> Legislation In the Congress Is ordinarily required to authorize the estab-

• « » 

* 5 c llshment of areas administered by the National Park Service. If such 
>, u m o 
M o > M e 
g 85 "2 ̂  legislation should be Introduced in the case of the Rock Island Arsenal, 
as «» » 
il 2 i! i ! * ^ then the Congress would determine whether It merits such designation. 

* S** , 
tJiJw • otf Sincerely yours, 

E n c/(}S(^f^&S Director ^ ' L " ^ f / ' / 



WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESSIONAL, OR SECRETARIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

TO: HR (801 Bldg) 

FROM: Division of Legislative Services (LS) 

SUBJECT: Preservation-Northeast 

CONTROL NUMBER: CL-28110 

SUSPENSE DATE: March 10, 1972 

The attached correspondence i s forwarded for the preparation of 
a draft reply. In the event the above suspense date cannot be 
met, please furnish me an interim draft reply on or before that 
suspense date, and include reasons for the delay and an estimate 
as to the date a f i n a l reply may be expected. 

A l l draft replies must be surnamed by the Chief of the Division 
preparing the draft. I t v / i l l be optional with that Division 
Chief as to whether his Assistant Director should also surname 
the draft. 

For NPS signature xmxmxmXXXXXOXXXm 
For Secretarial signature 

Ira Whitlock 

PLEASE LEAVE THIS MEMO ATTACHED TO THE CORRESPONDENCE 
WASO-31 (6/71) USDI - NPS 



MAR 6 1972 

Hon. Tcaa Kallgback 
Houno of Eeprecentativets 
Washin̂ jtoa, D.C. 

Dear Itr. P̂ allsbaclc: 

JJr. David Jenldxic, Office of Congreselonal Idainon* has aeked us to 
thajlk you for your letter concemlBg the Roclt Island Arsenal, 
Bock Iclaisl» Illinois* 

Hr. Jenkins appreciates your lixterest in tbis satter aai ve v l l l provide 
you a XGply at our earliest opportunity. 

Sincerely yours , 

.George B. Hartrog, Jr. 

Idrector 

FNP:CRBraxton:maj:3/6/72 

CL-28110 
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February 25, 

Mr. David Jenkins 
Congressional Liaison Office 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dave: 

As you know the Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island, 
I l l i n o i s has been enrolled on the National Register of His
tori c Places. Interest has now been expressed in the island, 
on which the Arsenal i s located, being made a national park 
with a civic center and a memorial, perhaps something along 
the lines of the St. Louis arch, being constructed. I would 
appreciate your looking into this and advising what Federal 
financial assistance might be available. 

Also, I would be interested in learning the cost 
of the St. Louis arch and the amount of Federal funds included 
i n i t s construction. 

Thanking you and with best regards I^am 

Sincerely, 
5- /^jL~^ 

TOM' RAILSBACK 
Member of Congress 

TR:um ^^^-^3^0: 

0 



WAR 2 8 1972 

Housft of liepreseiststiwe 

VlTm XnxfriC JmkitiRs Oĵ fie• of Cĉ !̂ r<itBBimaX Idalsoii* 1^ &niâ  to 
thasik ycu tor yc^ letter eoî riaifig tbe i^ei ibility of ineluding 
F-ock Isl'ii^ AnEcsaX et Feck Zslsm̂ Ti imaoi!^. in tha H l̂miaX l^k 
rystea o?̂  mtters related 1̂  tho Jexf̂ Krĉ ii Ba.tia»a, Espoasioit i4esK»riAl 
ia fattecuri. 

Historie cites end tmiMii^s estî billî ied M mits of the {>yeten a»st 
be to Rational eigsiflcaBce aM to seet ttandar̂ e of 
ealtaSjility aj^ feaslbliifey for park pjjrpoce© as veil. Xhe iiSterrdmtloa 
of aational cigjiiflcariae ie mj&a hy tho Secretary of liiterior uMer 
«isithority cf tae iliKtcrie Sites .-̂ ct of Atagust I'l, 1935 (̂ 9 etat. £-66). 
Cassh deterninatloiss ai-a usually bajsed on tha recomcoiJxtiicas of tlie 
Eeerstary's! /̂ .̂ viEory 2«jird oo Katitmal JF&r̂ , Jlistoi'io r.itefi» Boiljilags, 
ssA J='«iamnts. Ihe crrit^ri* i8i|'plis4 ia tsikim. tMs iSetcraiaation are 
Xl£t«»i OA r̂ tges X3*12 of the enolosea ecsĵ  of Critid̂ 'ia for l̂ rklaads.' 

legislation In the Coĉ sf̂ sm is oydinsrlly rermlrĉ  to aixthorl?̂  tte 
eotahlichjŝ nt of areas adjalnlst̂ rM hy the Eaticaai Park Service. Xf 
such Xt^rXaticn should IMI lntro<hteed in tlis ease of the rock lelaad 
htts&mlf tlm the coskp̂ ss 'VBVOA detexadoe vhether it sprits ssch 

la regard to the Jeff&retat JIatlosal Expansion UumxiaJif tba total Foderal 
aat̂ ioriration for dovalopsKaate at tbe magsxrial le ?̂3»̂ 5<*<.000* In 
aclditloj3» V.iSt cstahlidiiBs Act cf i ' ^ !?# 15>̂  (?.L. ̂ >3-!K>i) requires 
contrilratkms froa the city of £&lnt louis or otimr »on«Fe^«ral eoux«« 

ci-2auo 



In the aaEstaat of $1 for every ^ of Federal AmOŝ  or a total 
asthorlsatlon of f7,750,000 of coatrlhutoa ftaade. Shis hrings tim 
total ajathorisatl<m for the project to 431 •000,000. Xhroaĝ i fiscal 
year 1972, S.?5,635,000 has prodded for the SKSorialf 1̂6,070,000 
Pedsml aisd $6>YG5,000 nas-recleral ftsads. A<2<Utlonal Feeeral author-
Isatica available for the xasssorial totals V*JJ*,330,0{X) BS^ saatchijcg 
eontric&tlQss included ia the act total $9S?»000« 

Xoat interest In the prograaa of the Batita»l Park eerviee is a^^miated. 

/S/ Ernest Allen Connally 
1 

ASSOCIATE 3^tw<S*«» ' 

ce: 
Mr. lenry H, Barldiausen 
Director, DepartEiont of Coneervaticm 
102 State Office Building 
1*00 Spring Street 

Springfield, Illinois 62706 )w/c of Inc. 

CI 
Dlrector-HBEegion )w/c of inc. 
, Director-tlW Region ) 

AP - ̂ ^r, Gowans ) 
IS ) 
I ) 

FNP:FBSarles tGGowans :iaaj: 3/22/72 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. U.S^ 
WASHINGTON, D. C^..„./n5/r:i Action Dffioe-.^ •> 

For info only 

May. 15.,...., 1973.... 
Mr. Frank Wolf 
Office of Congressional Relations 
Department of Interior 
Uashington, D. C. 

The attached communication is sub
mitted for your consideration, and to ask 
that the request made therein be complied 
with, if possible. 

If you will advise me of your action in 
_̂ this matter and have the letter retumed to 
me with your reply, 1 will appreciate it. 

Very truly yours, 

TOM RAILSBACK, M.C. 

.ILLINOIS,. 19th . . District. 
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A p r i l 10, 1973 

Congressman John Railsback 
House Office Buildi'.ng 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman Railsback: 

The purpose of t h i s l e t t e r i s to re-emphasize to you 
the tremendous h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l value of the Q,uad-
City area i n general and the old Colonel George Davenport 
home located on the grounds of the Rock Island Arsenal i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . 

For many years the Davenport home vras the only one of 
i t s size and elegance between the C i t i e s and St. Louis. 
I t , therefore, served as a landmark, shelter, trading post 
and gathering place f o r many of the s e t t l e r s , explorers, 
m i l i t a r y and important personages t r a v e l i n g through and 
l i v i n g i n t h i s vast and, at that time, seemingly uninhabited 
area. Such notables as Antoine'LeClaire, President William 
Henry Harrison and the great Sauk xirarrior, Black Hawk, 
frequented the old home and the adjoining trading post run 
by Colonel Davenport. I'm sure i t i s unnecessary for me 
to further elaborate on the tremendous value of this 
picturesque old home to our heritage. 

At present, only the main portion of the home s t i l l 
stands, the two adjoining wings which served as the trading 
post having collapsed long ago. The remaining portion of 
the home i s s t i l l i n r e l a t i v e l y good condition, having been 
p a r t i a l l y restored twice. I t i s open to the public only 
three times a year, during the Memorial Day, Fourth of 
July and Labor Day holidays, and t h i s due only to the 
completely voluntary e f f o r t s of the Quad City Home Builders 
Association, s p e c i f i c a l l y the members' wives. 

In order for the home to be open year-round or at l e a s t 
during the summer, the i n t e r i o r would require considerable 
work and a v;ell-trained s t a f f of f u l l time and part time 
guides and caretakers would have to be hired. Accurate 
reconstruction of the o r i g i n a l wings f o r complete authenticity 
would, of course, also be highly recommended. 



Congressman John Railsback 
Washington, D. C. 
A p r i l 10, 1973 

Page 2 

As you know,'in these d i f f i c u l t times many of our 
people are having serious personal problems, many of which 
originate from a basic lack of a po s i t i v e understanding 
and appreciation of our own culture and heritage. Only 
by making our cherished past come a l i v e for our people 
(as has been so expertly done i n such places as Ft. Dodge, 
Iowa, and S p r i n g f i e l d and New Salem, I l l i n o i s ) can we help 
to a l l e v i a t e t h i s very basic problem. Perhaps something 
s i m i l a r can be done i n our area with the Davenport home, 

I'm sure with your assistance the Federal and respective 
State Governments could be persuaded to undertake t h i s 
r e l a t i v e l y minor, and at least by today's standards, 
inexpensive project. I'm equally sure you are aware of 
the additional benefits, business, p o l i t i c a l , etc., that 
would r e s u l t from a successful project of th i s nature. 

For further information, I w i l l make available to you, 
'at my expense, current photographs and a complete h i s t o r i c a l 
synopsis of the home, I have also sent a l e t t e r dealing 
with the above subject to Congressman Edward Mezvinsky, 
Governor Robert Ray and Governor Dan U'alker. 

Sincerely yours, 

T. R. Motto 
3371 Clearwater Drive 
Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 



of 

Ronald H. Walker 

]yQS ^2)) y/iwwrtifig 
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aettse ef ft^resentatiTu 

deer Nr. ^IslMKekt 

flUMk y«Nt for your iafsiiy e« hefeuOf of Mr. f. fi. Metto eoMwraiag Vam 
pr«Mrv«ti«a cf the old COIOMI Oeerge Scveeyortheae. 

INl are ^̂ M̂mA. te advise yoa that tile lotilt Island ArswMOr; iaelading ^ 
Scvwyert IMOM, ms entered ia the iwtie—1 Regi ster^g Historie flaees oa 
lifiMiinr 90> 1969* the saelosed brodnre aad faet flAieet describe tiM 
•atteaal INKUt«r sad its graats-ia-aid yareiraa. In aeo«rdMB«e vitib ea 
sgn̂ reved State Xisterie froMrvatiee KUHI, IstiaBal Blaster ĵ 'cperties 
are tilgihle to he eeasid«red aatidUlag graats-ia«aid under this pregrea. 

iMdaaUeas to the Satî MU. Begister as vail as graats-ia-aid sfflieatiMts 
are aade Iqr tha Itate threvi^ the ttate SLstMde freeerratiea Offieer* 
tfr. Notto sdi^t vMrt te eoasalt the miaais ttate Historio gfesaifatiea 
Offiear, lir. dathoaar ¥. Oeaa, Sireetfury Bq̂ arti—nt ef (̂ nuMrvatieay 
60a itate Gffiee Baildiag, ll^prii«field, Uliaeis 62706, eoaeeraiag the 

We aptreeiate yewr interest in historie i^eservatioa. 

Sincerely years. 

director Office of Archeology 

IseXesarei(Constitaent* s letter returned) 
and Historic f -•vation 

cc: 
Mr. AnthOBiy T. Sean, Director 
OepairtaMit of Coaserraticai 
602 ttate Office Building 
tpriagfield, Illinois 62706) v/c of inc. 

Director - Sort̂ east Regicm 
LI - Mr. Keely 
PHR ) 

gicm) ij/ĉ < 
/̂ .̂ fl̂ SIC 

of inc. 
FILE RETAINED IN Hffi) 

LOS ) FNP:CShull:Ibb:5-30-73 



' DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
H E A D Q U A R T E R S US ARMY M A T E R I E L D E V E L O P M E N T AND READINESS COMMAND 

5001 EISENHOWER A V E . , A L E X A N D R I A . V A . 22333 

DRCIS-ER 2 B ll\Pi^'iJlt^77. Q 

N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, DC 20240 

Gentlemen: 

Rock I s l a n d and Wat:ervliet Arsenals are two Army i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h i s Command. 

These two Arsenals were placed on the Re g i s t e r by the s t a t e s 
or some agency other than the Department of the Army, As a 
r e s u l t , we do not have a copy of e i t h e r nomination i n our 
f i l e s . In order to a s s i s t us i n p r e s e r v a t i o n planning matters, 
i t i s requested t h a t a s e t of each of the nominations be 
furnis h e d t h i s Headquarters. Our address i s as f o l l o w s : 

Commander 
US Army M a t e r i e l Development and 
Readiness Command 

ATTN: DRCIS-ER 
5001 Eisenhower Avenue 
A l e x a n d r i a , VA 22333 
Telephone 274-9012 

S i n c e r e l y yours. 

DANLEY H. FRIED 
C h i e f , Real Estate Branch 
Engineer D i v i s i o n 
D i r e c t o r a t e f o r I n s t a l l a t i o n s 
and S e r v i c e s 
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Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005 

3£P 1 3 1978 

Colonel John C. Scholz 
Commander 
Rock Island Arsenal 
Rock Island, Illinols 61299 

Dear Colonel Scholz: 

We have been Informed by the Illinois Department of Conservation that 
the proposed extension of porches on Quarter 4, an undertaking of the 
Department of the Army, may have £in effect on the Rock_Island Arsenal, 
a property Included In the National Register of Historic Places. A 
copy of the Department's letter Is enclosed. You will note that, as a 
result of a site inspection on July 12, 1978, the staff of the Illinois 
State Historic Preservation Office feels that this undertaking will 
affect the structure, and that the effect will not be adverse. 

Please investigate this matter to determine whether the nature of the 
effect requires that you obtain the comments of the Council in accordance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 
U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320). Steps to determine this 
responsibility are set forth in Section 800.4 of the Council's "Procedures 
for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800), 
A copy of the Council's Procedures is enclosed. 

The Council requests that you report the results of your investigation 
to this office at the earliest opportunity. If you have further questions 
or require assistance, please call Joseph Hough at 202-254-3967. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 
and Compliance 

Enclosures 

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Govemment charged by the Act of 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 
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AM 
P M 

PROM (Nmma) 2. ADDRESS (Tat. yo. It naadad) 

3 . S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . . E T C . 

* . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

$b err - ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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J A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N 6 / R E C E l V I N S C A L L T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 
June 1978 





u s. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

DATE . 1 
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1. CALL Q TO; (]]^FROM (Nama) 2. AOORESS (Tal. No. i l naadad) 

3. S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M C O F P E R S O N P L A C I N S / R E C E l V I N S C A L L T I T L E O F F I C E 

/7 > 
FHR-a-227 

June 1978 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

P.O. BOX 37127 

WASHINGTON, D.C 20013-7127 
IN KcrLV Kcru TO: 

"̂ ^̂ ''̂  MAY 20 I98B 

Memorandm 

To: The Secretary ,/ ^ 

Through: Acting Assistant Secretary for Fish and^^^ldlif^^TSiff TaarKs 

From: Acting Director, National Park Servi 

Subject Sunmary: Designations of 10 Properties as National Historic Landmarks— 
Request for Secretarial Action 

DISCUSSION: At a meeting on April 26, 1988, the National Park System Advisory 
Board reccnmended designation of the following properties as National Historic 
Landmarks: 

1. MonK)uth, Natchez, Mississippi 
2. Senator Stephen Benton Elkins House (Hallidiiarst), Elkins, West Virginia 
3. Camp Hoover, Shenandoah National Park, Madison County, Virginia 
4. Virginia Governor's Mansion, Richmond, Virginia 
5. Boroxjgh House, Stateburg, South Carolina 
6. Blandwood, Greensboro, North Carolina 
7. Scow Schooner Alma, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 

San Francisco, Califomia 
8. Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island, Illinois 
9. Chief Joseph Battleground of the Bear's Paw, Blaine County, Montana 
10. USCGC Taney. Baltimore, Maryland 

In accordance with National Historic Landmarks Program regulations, the Board 
reviewed the studies nominating these properties for Landmark status, and found 
that the properties meet National Historic Lancbarks Program criteria. The 
Board therefore voted to reconmend that they be designated as National Historic 
Landmarks. None of the parties required to be notified of Landnark nomination 
proposals objects to these nominations. 

I recommend that you approve the Board's recommendations and designate as 
National HiJ/Coric LandpiStks all the properties listed above. 1 HLrCOrlc LandisS^ all the pi 

Approve A^^V^iAjg^ ŷcUvC ̂ M̂ tT̂ f̂ Disapprove 

'JUN 0 7 1989 
Date Date 

Prepared by: Patty Milner ext.: 3A3-8172 



MOttOUTH, Natchez, Mississippi. 

More than any other structure, Moranouth embodies the life, ambitions, accom
plishments, and forceful character of its owner, John A. Quitman, a prominent 
Southem political figxare in the mid-19th century. Originally, a Federal-style 
residence, the house underwent an extensive remodelling in the Greek Revival 
style circa 1853, which was carried out by Quitman, vitx) shaped it into what he 
believed to be an appropriate symbol of his status and role as a wealthy and 
politically powerful member of the planter aristocracy. As his residence for 
32 years, and as the location of many of the events associated with his politi
cal career (serving in the Mexican-American War, holding various state govem
ment positions including Govemor, running unsuccessfully for Vice-Presidait, 
serving in the House of Representatives, participating in Cuban filibustering 
aqjeditions and being a strong proponent of states rights), Monmouth is the 
place which best represents the man, his career, and the significant role he 
played in setting the stage for the Civil War. 

SENATOR STEPHEN BEMTON ELKINS HOUSE (Halliehurst). Elkins, West Virginia. 

Halliehurst was built for U.S. Senator Stephai Benton Elkins in 1890. It is 
a large wooden house with multiple towers, turrets, dormers, and elaborate 
interior woodwork. Its baronial style directly reflects the wealth and influ
ence of Senator Elkins, v*̂o was a major figure in Republican politics from 
the 1880s until his death in 1911 and in the development of West Virginia's 
coal and railroad indvistries. 

Elkins gained a reputation in national politics as a "President maker" because 
of his alliance with James G. Blaine. He played a major role in Blaine's 
campaign for the Presidency in 1884, when Blaine was the Republican nominee. 
In the 1888 election, with Blaine reluctant to run again, Elkins was influen
tial in negotiations between Blaine's stipporters and Benjamin Harrises that 
ultimately contributed to Harrison's rxmination. Elkins subsequently became 
Harrison's Secretary of War. In 1895, he was elected U.S. Senator from West 
Virginia. He became chairman of the Senate Ccnmittee on Interstate Commerce, 
and spraisored two major railroad regulating laws that bear his name, an anti-
rebate act of 1903 and the Marm-Elklns Act of 1910. Elkins has been described 
as "one of the late nineteenth century's most successful bvisinessmen-politicians." 

GAMP HOOVER, Shenaiidoah National Park, Madison County, Virginia. 

Begun as a private, "rustic"-style fishing camp and rural retreat by President 
and Mrs. Hoover in 1929, early in his Presidency, Camp Rapidan, or Camp Hoover, 
as it came to be called, is a monument to their strong interest in conservation. 
It also witnessed a precedent-setting example of American Presidents' habit of 
conducting vital business in informal settings: the disarmament discussions 
between Hoover and British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald in the fall of 1929. 
Hoover's example also inspired President Franklin D. Roosevelt to build 
"Shangri-la" (now C^p David). Camp Hoover, now within the Shenandoah National 
Park, is still available for the use of Presidents and their staffs. 



Virginia (kavemor's Mansion, RichiDond, Virginia. 

This structure, located within the Capitol Square in Richmond, is a finely 
proportioned, rectangular, tvro-story brick residence constructed between 1811 
and 1813. Federal in inspiration, the executive mansion has served as the 
official residence of the State's govemors since then, making it the oldest 
executive residence in the United States, except for the White House, still 
used for its original purpose and a fitting symbol of the evolving role of the 
institution since that time. The mansion's key occupants were directly linked 
with nationally significant events such as Nat Tumer's Rebellion, the John 
Brown raid, Virginia's leadership in the secession crisis and Civil War, Recon
struction, and the development of the State's fabled political "organization". 

BOROUGH HOUSE, Stateburg, South Carolina. 

The Borough House Plantation is a complex consisting of a main house, formal 
gardens, and 27 dependencies, most of which date to the late 18th and early 
19th centuries. Of these, six dependencies and portions of the main house 
were constructed of pise de terre (ranmed earth) in 1821. Borough House 
Plantation is the largest known collection of "high style" pise buildings 
in the United States. 

BLANDWOOD, Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Designed by master architect Alexander Jackson Davis in 1844, Blandwood is 
the earliest surviving example of the American Italian Villa. It is described 
by Davis authority Jane Davies, as "probably the prototjrpe for one of the 
most popular American house pattems in the Italianate mode: a bold central 
front tower projecting from a rectangular block." Davies has described the 
restoration of Blandwood as sensitive and as acciorate as possible. 

Scow Schooner ALMA, CJolden Gate National Recreation Area, San Francisco, 
Califomia. 

The 1891 scow schooner Alma, a historic vessel moored as part of the collec
tion of the National Maritime Museum, San Francisco, is an excellent example 
of a once-commcxi, vemacular work-a-day craft found on the major waterways 
of the United States from Colonial times through the 20th century. While 
built and operated on San Francisco Bay, Alma is in many ways indistinguish
able from scows which were launched and sailed on Chesapeake Bay, the Gulf 
Coast, the Ĉ eat Lakes, inland rivers, and other coastal waters of the United 
States. No scow schooners save Alma are known to survive afloat in the United 
States. Possessing a high level of integrity, Alma is of exceptional national 
significance as the only American scow schooner surviving as a floating, intact 
representative of her type. 



ROCK ISLAND ARSEHAL ROEMAN-PLAN STONE BUILDINGS. Rock Island, Illinois. 

The Rock Island Arsaial's stone buildings, planned and inspired by Gen. Thomas 
J. Rodman, represent one of the largest military construction projects of the 
late 19th centvury. These ten large manufacttnring shops and ancillary buildings 
remain today the administrative and technological core of the arsenal, which is 
one of only two 19th-century Amy arsenals s t i l l engaged in munitions production. 
Newer buildings nearby reflect the continuing operations of the arsenal, but 
changes to the arsenal's Rodman-plan 19th-century buildings have been relatively 
minor. 

(Jeneral Rodman, a major figure in the history of Anerican ordnance technology, 
outlined an ambitious construction program Ĵtien he was the arsenal's second 
commandant, between 1865 and 1871. Thoiagh carrying out this building program 
required a large part of the arsenal's prodxactive effort over the next 30 
years, by 1875 the arsenal had begun to sxopply nearly a l l the ordnance stores 
required by the Army in the west. Among the arsenal's significant contribu
tions to U.S. ordnance technology are its leading roles in production of 
artillery carriages and recoil mechanisms. The U.S. Army made major strides 
in the transition from horse- to auto-drawn artillery at Rock Island. 

CHIEF JOSEPH BATTLEGROUND OF THE BEAR'S PAW, Blaine County, Montana. 

The Bear Paw Mountain fight and siege ended on October 5, 1877, with the surren
der of Chief JosepAi and more than 400 of his people. Although Chief Joseph was 
not the great strategist and tactician that popular literature pictures, his 
role at the Bear Paw surraider and as an articulate and compelling spokesman 
for his people, before and after the war, assures his national significance. 
The Nez Perce had halted a mere 45 miles south of the Canadian border in their 
flight in order to allow the women and children to rest, not realizing that 
Col. Nelson A. Miles, under orders from Maj. Gen. Howard, had managed to catch 
up with them. Early on the moming of September 30, the Nez Perce discovered 
the presence of the soldiers and Col. Miles was forced to order an attack on 
the Indian encampment. The Nez Perce managed to drive the soldiers back, but 
Miles' men set up a siege of the encampm^t, including occasional artillery 
fire. The weather was cold, windy, and snowy adding to the Indians discomfort. 
Toward evening, on October 5, Chief Joseph rode out from the besieged encampment 
to surrender to Col. Miles. It was here that he made his famous statement: 
"Here me, my chiefs, I am tired; my heart is sick and sad. From v*iere the sun 
now stands, I w i l l fight no more." The Bear Paw sxarrender, signaled more than 
the end of the long flight from Idaho and Oregon. It marked the close of the 
Nez Perces' existence as an "independent Indian people." Henceforth, they lived 
as a group of displaced persons, in the white evilcure but certainly not of i t . 
In a real sense, the Nez Perce nation was no more. This site has a great amount 
of integrity, and standing at the battlegromd today, one can almost feel that 
i t is October 5, 1877. 



USCGC TANEY, Baltimore, Maryland. 

The U.S. Coast Guard high-endurance cutter Roger B. Taney, currently in a 
temporary berth prior to joining the fleet of the Baltimore Maritime Museun 
in Baltimore's Inner Harbor, is the last vessel s t i l l afloat to have survived 
the Pearl Harbor attack. Taney was built in 1935-36 at the Philadelphia Naval 
Shipyard. She saw valuable wartime service in the Pacific, Mediterranean, 
and the North Atlantic during World War II and also served in the Korean and 
Viet Nam conflicts in addition to performing the raany tasks called for in 
Coast (Juard service. Taney's association with events important in American 
history and in the history of the Coast Guard, her long association wich 
technological advances in aviacion, meceorology and communicacions, and her 
erabodimenC of Che distinccive characCeristics of a discinguished, long-
serving class of warships, a l l serve co make her a nacionally significanc 
vessel. 
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