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The decisive phase qf'the Battle of Hue saw its conception when the Brd‘
Brigade of the First Cavalry received the missinon to deny the enemv access to
Hue, interdict enemv routes of eoress from Hue and locate and destroy enemy
urits west of the citv, The Rrigade was further directed to»seal off the city
on the west and north with the right flank on the Song Huong River. Contact
with enemy forces was initiated bv R Troop, lst Souadron, 9th Cavalry flvi-z
reconnaisance support for the Rrigade when itilocated a laree group of enemv
three kilometers west of Hue and engaged them, killing sixteen NMVA, B Troop
continued to make sishtings throﬁghout the day, raising its total to thirty-

eight NVA killed, Also, on 2 February, the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalrv was

airlifted from Camp Evans where it had been carrying out base deferse missikﬁ
to an LZ south of PK17, the headquarters of. the 3d Reeiment, lst ARVN Divjsigh.
The battalion was given the mission to move towards Hue, make contact with

the enemy, fix his location, and destroy him.

Accordingly, at first light on 3 February, the battalion moved out from
their LZ, and besgan movement southeast Hue, The initial advance was made |
without incidént as %ﬁg‘£;t£éiibﬁ followed a route south of, and parrallel

to, Highway OCne, At about 1000, the battalion came to the first settled,
vegetated area between them aﬁd Hue, As thev were moving throueh it,. larce
numbers of MVA could be seen getting into fightine positions on the next

settled area 200 meters to the south (YD 685255),
the battalion attacked the fiercelv resistineg enemv for*ifications, The
battalion advanced against heavy small arms;:automatip weapons and mortar

fire, With the help of helicopter gunships, they were able to penetrate



SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1940
T/iB D: Task Organization (Cont) '

A, 1lst Bde
1-8 Cav LASS“%&D .
2-8 Cav ngg ‘3’3-3“?‘3
1-12 Cav bt 7w
B. 2d Bde 0 et
1-5 Cav o
2-5 Cav
2-12 Cav
C. 34 Bde
1=7 Cav
27 Cav
5-7 Cav
D, 1lst Marine Regt
1-1 Mar
2-1 Mar
2=-3 Mar
E. 26th Marine Regt
1-26 Mar
2-26 Mar
3-26 Mar
1-G Mar
17. On 7 April, the 3d ARVN ABN TF entered the PEGASUS/LAM SON 2074 ares
of operations and initiated joint operations in coordination and coopsration
with 1 ACD,
18, 11 April: ‘
A, 1-12 Cav released CPCON lst Bde, 1 ACD; placed OPCON 24 Rde 1 ACD,
B, 2-12 Cav released OPCON 24 Bde 1 ACD; placed OPCON 24 Bde 101 fbn,
19, Oa 14 April, 2°-12 Cav released OPCON 2d Bde 101 fbn; placed (OPCON
3d Bde 1 ACD.
20 1.5 April' ‘
A, The 26th Mar Regt, 1st Mar Regt and 24 Bde (-)(1-5 Cav, 2-5 Cav),
1 ACD released OPCON 1 ACD; placed OPCON 3d Mar Div, ‘
B, 34 ARVN /BN TF terminated operations in PRAASTS/LAM SC¥ 2074 arse
of operations,
21 18April: '
A, 2-12 Cav released OPCON 3d Bdejy placed OPCON 1 ACD,
B, 4~31 Inf placed OPCON 1 ACD,
22, 20 April
A, 196th Light Inf Bde with 2-2 Inf and 3-?1 Tnf Bn's placed OTCON

1 ACD,
B, 4=31 Inf released OPCON 1 /CD; placed OPCON 196th Lt Inf Bde.
23, On 29 April, 3d /RVUN Regt with 1-3 Bn, °-3 Bn end 2-1 Bn joined the
1 ACD to conduct joint operations in the A Shau Vallev,
24, On 30 April the assigment of maneuver Pn's of the 1 ACD was as follmes:
A, 1lst Bde
1-8 Cav
2-8 Cav
1-12 Cav
B. 34 Bde
1-7 Cav
2=7 Cav
5-7 Cav
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Ouarterly Period Ending 37 April 1948
TAB D+ Task Organization (Cont)

C. 196th It Inf Bde
2-1 Inf
3-21 Inf
‘D, 3d ARVN Regt®~ -« *
1-3 ARVN
2-3 ARVN
2-1 ARVN
E, 1 ACD Control
2-12 Cav

* Conducting joint operations in cogeration and coordinetion with 1 ACD




'tho enemy p081tlons and push the-enemy clear of ﬁhe northern edge of

| Jths settled areca where thev establlshed a perlmeter fOr the night, The
24 Battallon, 12th Cavalrv had svcceeded 1n damaglng an es+7ma+ed NVA
1batta¢10n and were now astrlde one - of the enemy routes to Hﬁe
Also On Three February, ‘the- de Brwpade headcuarters denloved to
‘1'PK17 in or*er to bet*er o@ntrol the deve]on1ng 81tnat10n The 5th
Battallon‘ 7th Cavalry was: also ame;&na to be rmoyA“*d to ﬁove to the
contact area the next day.o,. o

The nlght of 3 February paSsed quletlv for the 24 Battallon, Loy
Cavalry w1th the oxneptlon of a. few. mortar rounds earlv in the evenine,

'A However,\at flrst 11ght on 4 February, the battallon came undor heavy

"~f1ro around 1ts entlre perlmetér. The” deSperate enemy were maklng an

'all out effort to ellmlnate the eritical blocking of one of th01r main
"routes in and out of Hue, Volumes of small drms and automatvc weapons
flre w1th _ 82mm mortar rounds Qdimited. movement 1n the perlmeter

'3fthrouphout the dav as the_battallon placed heavv casual+1ne on fho

"'attacklng NVA The battallon was sustaining heavr casualt1es of its

' own and it was d901ded to execute ‘ar niqht move to the hiphground apnrox-
’im&tely h kllometers to the south overlooklng Highwav 554 and *he Song
’Huona Rlver (YD 685215) ‘This would place the bat+al1on across one of
the enemles’ main routes into Hue from the wvst The battalion executed
” a nlght ‘move without 1nc1dent, sllpplnv awav f?om.the unsuspecflng enemv,
'Leaving their FOB at 2000 thev arrived at thelr rew 1ocatlon at OVOO on

5 February. Also on h February, while the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalrv



was in contact; the 5th Battalion; Tth Cavalrv was air assaulted into an
LZ near PKl?IaStride Highway One end made preparatibns“te’mote inte the
contéet area on tﬁe folioﬁiﬁg dey, | - | ‘ |

On 5 February, the 2d Battallon, 12th Cavalry establlshed positions
on the hlghground whlch gave them excellent observation of the main enemy
routes in and out of Hue,’ Their command ef the area was so complete that
they were soon able tetihterdict all dayiiéﬁt.mbveﬂeht of the enemy by
| cellino ’artiiler‘ﬁr down on the plains before tﬁem, The 24 Battalion, 12th
Cavalrv remalned 1n its locatlon declslvelv dlsruptlng and restrictine
enemy movement unt11 9 February,

The 5th Battallon, Tth Cavalrv conducted search and desfrov opera—

\'

tlons along enemy routes of egress west of the 1n1t1al contact, moving
gradually east towards Hue, On 7 February they aga;n made contact with
the deeplv.entrenehed enem& who had re—occupied the area which the 24
Battallon, 12th Oavalrv had forced them from. Proaress was halted by
the stnbborn re31stance of the enemy, Artlllerv and ARA were called in
on the well fortlfned enemy and the 5th Battallon, 7th Cavalrv apain tried
to breach his defenses on 8 Februarv. But thev were halted by heavv
volumes cf enemy automatlc weapons and mortar flre,

~On 9 Februury, Sth Battallon, 7th Cavalry remelned in 1ts position
as a holding force to contain the enemy in his positions, The 2d Rattal-
1on, 12th Cavalrv left thelr locatlon on the hlghground and attacked
northward towards the 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalrv. ‘Enemy resistance stif-
fened as the'battallon entered the villape of Thon Bon Tri (YD 695217)

and contlnued through0ut the day as thc infantrv slowlv moved northward,
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clewaring the‘village‘of stubborn enemy for about 300 meters until they
halted, Their losses were two killed andrfgurteen wounded, Rain and
poor visibility limited. activities on 11 and 12 February and the two
battalions remgined_in their locations blockine the epemy routes of
egress and disrupting all visible cnemy movement by calling in quantities
of artillery and airstrikes.

Vl On 12 February,,the h Bdttalion? Tth Cavﬁlry again attempted to
attack ths well fortified enery, The enemy was well dug in‘in a rezimen-
»talwgized complexiand the “infantry was uneble to uproot'them. Artillerw,
airstrikes:andANaval gunfire pummelled;the enemy trenches hﬁt contact was
broken by nightfall wicvhout anv substéntial change in'the‘onpoging forces'
positions. US losses were five kille; and thirtv-forr wornded, The hat«
talion% remained in théir general locations until 19 Februarv conducting
agressive probes of the enemy p051t10ns to ascertain his strenegth and
blocklng the enemy movement routes |

However, on 15 February, D Company, 2d Battallon, 501st Airborne,
under the operatlonal control of 5th Ba+ta110n, 7th Cavalrv came under
heuvy contact approx1nately L kilometers west of the main battle area
(YD 650250). Artlllery and ARA were employed and B and C Companles Sth
Baﬁtalioﬁ; 7th Cavalry were rushed to rlenforce D Company, 24 Battalion{
501st Alrborne in thelr flght agalvst an est3mﬂted re~1nforced enem.

gompanyq” BV afterngon, when contact was broken, ' ty—e&ghtrNVA»ha&:

beeﬂkkiiled The two conpanles then reJowned the battallon in their
blocklnc p031t10n. _ |

The 3rd Brigaqe was reinforced with the 2d Battalion, 50lst Airborne

ly




ﬁhich bcgan’actively patrolling in the vicinity of PKJ?{§;gngﬁ?g§$i§16“JﬁJ
enemJ routes on 1% Feoruary On 19 February the lst Battalion, 7th
Cﬁva;rV was released #rom its base. defense miss;on at Camp Evmns and
co*ﬂ~cﬁed den;a ment to the area. of operatlons on ?O Februarv. ,

| Also on 19 Februa y, +he 5th Battallon, Tth Cavalry made a battallon
sééféh‘éﬁdﬁd@étroy wission north towerd Highwny Ore, . On its movement,}

it wat angaged By & lotge enbrenched enemy force. and enpaged them w1th

Sy before 'uz Hdng to thelr orlginal blocklng p081t10n.‘%$wp :M
I;a‘bl *OLS i‘rom the ‘24 Battallon, 12th C‘;nral:r-y;P wh;Lle searchlng east of thelr
locatléﬁ.encountered squad—31zed enemy forces, whlch they also engaged
leth.artlllery. The 2d Battalion, 501st Airborne, while moving southeast
Acontacted a dug in enemy force south of Highway One and southeast of
‘PKl? (YD 650260) and did not. bréak contact until darkness.ﬁﬁ_wﬁﬁ; g
a On 20 February, thé four battalions. ‘continued to search nﬂrth and ’
south of the 1n1t1a1 contact area and. prepared to a+tack eastward tnwards

Hue the next daya. The two 7th Cavalry battalions were to push into thef

- e B w‘ﬂ 2@3 y . . L e
SOlst Airborne wouid advance on the center (YD 682&),'while the 2d

T

Battallon, 12th Cavalry would advance northward w1th 2 companles (YﬁA69
5243) holdlng two companleS'as Brigade reserve, N
" The four battallens méved into. attack p031t10ns before dayllght on
2L Fébrugry and‘began thelrwattack~at;ﬂlrstxl;ght, 1st Battallon, 7th
Caizairy made flrst contact’ w:s’.th#he;“gapew .‘ﬁi-,f QS%Q.WI}J&?I{IJI.\G&QE elgments |
‘féﬁéégeﬁvahd"kiilédftwc,éngmy;hidingfin.ghhgt,,,A§¢§h§;éﬁﬁaﬁcg ?ontinued,
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contact became increasingly heavy as the enemy.contested every foot of

ground withﬁautomatic.weapons-andvmortars.u‘Airstfikes and Naval gunfire,

in addition to artillery .and helicopter gunships wverwhtimed the stubborn

enemy aﬁd.permitped~&he advanding iﬁfantry tozmaintain’a steady. momentum
as they pushed the NVA back, The battalions had all reached their
objectives (vic.YD 695?45);5~kilometens,frqmgHueyitself'béfore darkﬁ?SS
and had. captured a considerable quénfitv of equipment during the day,
As they establlshed gefcnze per 1meters for the night, they were p01sed
to. continue the attack

On 22 February, while lst Battallon, Tth Cavalry remalned in the
battle area to search out bypassed pockets of enemy resistance and
search the battlefield, the other’ﬁhree battalions pushed their attack
eastward to a point approximately 2% kilometers from the walls of Hue
(vic of horth—soﬁth line 71) The 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalfy advanced
agalnst llght resistance, while both the Sth Battallon, 7th Cavalry
and 2d Battalion, 50lst Airborne ran 1nto heavy resistance in the after-
noon and forced the stubbornLy flghtlng NVA eastward before their advance.
By'nlghtfall, all objectives had been reached. One hurdred and twenty-
eight enerp bodies were counted in the first two dallys‘ of the attack,
However, many bunkers and trenches weré'destroyed by artillery and air-
strikes and blood trails indicated maﬁycboaiés‘énd‘ﬁounded had been:
draggéd from the area, |

The 3rd Brigade attéék'continued'oﬁ 23 Februar# with the battélio§s

moving to locate astride the enemy avenues of escape westward from Hue,

b



The 1st nggglion, th Cavalry remalnéd searchlng the battle area root-
. ing‘out the. remaining- enemy. The 5th Battamlon, 7th Cavalry advanced
w1th three companles against heavy r631stance from: & hastllv dug in NVA
forne, B Company,. 5th Battallon, 7th Cavalry was .airlifted to a p01nt
“near the north Hue docks where it linked up with the lst Platoon, A
‘“Tfoon, 3/3 Armored Cavélry and then searched ‘and destroved northwest

to rejoin the battalich (ID 7224). The 2d° Battalion, 12th Cavalrv ad—,
1vanced agalnSU moderate contact to a p01nt west of the ‘hamiet of Cho f

; Thong (YD 718217) just north of the Song Sau Rlver. ' The 2d Battallon,

SOlst Alrborne advanced south and east agalpst scattered res1stance and~

:'seoured the bridge across the Song Sau (YD 707207), moving o the south

'*"of the 2d Battallcn, 12th Cavalry. Durlng its advance 2d Battallon,

 50lst Alrborne dlscovered evmdence of ‘the massacre of a v1llage by the

| NVA; Throughout the day the enemy force% continued to resist w1th 82mm

| and 60mr* wortors, By r"c?’eﬁts 122 roekets rn' heaver »mpom ne sums
The attack was renewed on 24 February agalnst the’ deSperate but

{weakenlng NVA forces, Thé 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry with the amtached

‘armoreﬁ‘cavalry platoon advancéd against sporadic resistance. By'iﬁﬁ7,'

the battalion was located against the northwestyéorner*of?ﬁhefdiﬁy:wélls,
Further to theﬁsputhweétg’ﬁhé'ls%”Batiéiigﬁ, 7£h]Cavalry“réjaﬁnéd‘fﬁé-' .
attab” and advanced eastwafé’ééﬁinéf iﬁéreasingly tou:heniﬁg‘ehémf'fé;ié;'}
tance, * DeSplte ‘mertar and rocket flre, the st Battallon, TtH Cavalrv

‘aggre581ve1y pushed the enemy into the woodllne bordering the’ 01tv walls

(YD 733228)‘, The 24 Battallon, 12th Cavalry one kilometer southwest of



the 1st Battalion, 7ih Cavalry met heavy resistance along the Song

Sau which continued throyghout the Qay as they slowly advahced eastward
along the Cho Thong road, The 2d Battalion, 12th_0avalry'disc?vered

what appezrsd.to be the ensmy'’s main hospital as. they advanced._:TheVZd
Battalion%yﬁolst Airborne attacked south behind the 24 Battalion, 12th
Cévalry against light resistance and then turned east and continued the
attack cn the right flank of the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry to ease the
pressuré on that battalion,

. On 25 February the 3rd Brigade battalions concluded their success~
ful advance to Hue, The 1st Baﬁtaiion, 7th Cavalry came to the city
walls by 0730 against t ken resistance, The 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry
began clearing the wall and joined ﬂhe }st Battalion, Tth Cavalry in &
sweep of the southwest wall of the city, - The'2d Battalion, 12th‘0avalry,
and 2d Battalion, 5Cist Airborne swept eastward against minor:opnosi?ion,,

finding large amounts of abéndoned enemy equipment in theirvpro

et
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The 3rd Brigade and its elements broke the back of the HVA resiét-
ance and were instrumental in returning Hue tolfriendiyﬁdantrCi. They
succeeded in cutting off the eﬁemy?slmain supply line4and'£?en destroyed
his units in the field as they advanced to the walls of Hue, The total
enery killed by body cﬁunt in the attack were 359 NVA and 45 VC with
15 pfi?“:ﬁ?Sg Total TS losses to combab eleﬁents were 68 killed and
453 wounded.

The weather; which had been overcast bﬁt‘balmy and réﬁher-comfortable;

rapidly deteriorated on 2 February and was to comtinueé throusiout the



‘battle, The temps»aiure dropped into the low fifties and sixties énd 
emansted a penztrating Chlll A misty drizzle began to fall;"sbmetimes
’”inéreasing to a drenching, cold rain, turning the gronnd~iht6;a ﬁhddy'?'m

bog., The élouds closed in and the ceiling fell to 300 feet at times,

" 'rarely exceeding 800 feet, and limiting visibility to the minumum,: A
ghéaﬁy éroung fog rolled in which persisted until the closing days of the
‘battle, The fog was perticularly dense at night ahd would only Afmish

C Slightly during the 3y, Visibi]_&yl was further limited by this,” séldom
éxtendln# beyond 500 feet ‘

 The weather greatly mhfected”thé‘empléymeﬁﬁ'of supportiﬁg fiféé;
iThg éﬁfrémély reor visiuility sevefbl?“limiﬁéé‘ﬁ ical’ air’ Oper<t10ns.

The méjoriﬁy of the 113 airstrikes flown were radar controlled with a

féu ‘oéiﬁg directed visually by the forward air:comtrollers during the

B fihal* deajé of the battle, Despite this hampering effect of the weather

the US Alr Force drcpped over 173 tons of bombs and 20 tons of napalm

on enemy fortlflcatlons, ARA was also limited bv the Tow ceillngg and
~poor v181b111ty¢v The T uurden of fire support fell on three 105mm batteries,
g 1st Battallon, 77%h Artillery, C 1st Battalion, 2lst Artillery amd

B e Battallon, 32Ist Artillery and a 155mm Battery A st Bsttslion, =

30th Artillery& The'limiﬁéd visibility did not significéntly impair

| ﬁﬁv‘n“ghly effect;ve and acairate’ fires of the ‘guns. mhé’heaﬁyigTOUndi

 ’fog:ancas1ona11y requlred the forward observers to adgust bv sound ,

Thé four batterles Tired Gver 53,090~rounds;‘exceedlng“I;ISO'tona;of

exp1031ves, in support of ‘the ‘3rd ‘Brigadé during the course of the

battle. Naval gunfire from destroyers and a cruiser stationed in the

\



Cvlf of Terl-in =isrbhens ue was also extensively employed agad

.

2

firing a total of 7,700 rounds,

The enery positions Ixing between the Sth Batﬁalion, 7th Cavalry and

February were pounded nightly

of the crulser, Fire from the

] 3

soved ensmy wouvbes north of Highway One, The

o Lhe nscene sy added purich to overwhelm

L3 the hatile develooed and intelligence data on the enemy increased,

it beecsmz ru rOETIINT T Lkah the 3rd Brigade waz engaged with an

unasan 7 davge erepy fooce,  Numorous doevients captured in the area

of the 5th Battslice, Tth Cevalry and 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry's

initial ~verationy, z213ed Tn Chu by the cnemy, indiceted the yprecance
of thraee =nexnestad vogiments znd several local units of a regd imental

sire, The profusion of varying documeﬁts-indicated that the enemy was

using the area as A staging sres for their actions in Hue, It is sus-

pected that Le Chu waz trs tectical neadguerters of the Tri Thien Front,

On Z2 Febpruery prisonocrs from Lhe Hue Clty Regiment and the oo NVA

C T

Regiment were captvrcd, 0 =2l 27 Fehrusy prisousrs ond docgisngs
wers ceyhured sonclimdvely aonmfimuing bhe hresence~of the 24th Regiment
of bhe =004Ln NVL Di-igloe, Alws on 2L Psbruary othor aments cantured

gav proof thad the L0904 2:giment of the 325C NVA Division were engaged

in the »attlic. DOwn 2% Fubuvosy,

rzsoners were taken from the 90th

Regimznt of the 3248 MWA Division who stated that their entire unit was

~10~
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engaged in Hue, having arrived on 20 February. Interogation ;ndicate&k
that the latter three units had begun moving into fhe area between 11;20:
February to reinforce the weakeming local forces, What was ynyéual was.
that each of these regiments were from one of tge enéﬁv divisiohs located ,
around Khe Sanh and the DMZ and theitr presence in the vicinity of Hue  ,
had been hitherto unsuspected., It is a certainty that the aggreqsive
actions of the 3rd Brigade in la Chu, had seriously disfuntqd eﬁeqyn.

plans and explains the fanatic defense of the'aréa.
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