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The decisiv'e phase of the Battle of Hue saw its conception when the 3rd 

Brigade of the First. Cavalry :received the rn~ ssinn to deny the enemy access tb 

que, interd:Lct enemy routes of eo-ress from Bue and locate and aestr0Y- eneYl')V 

w"its vIest of -r,he citv. The "9rigade was furt.her directed to seal off the c:ttv 

on the west and north with the right flank on the Son~ Huong River. Cont.act 

with enemy forces was initiated b~r 'R Troop, 1st Sauadron; 9t't! Cavalry fl,riv'g 

reconnaisance support for the 'RriF-;ade when it 10cated a lar0'8 group of enem~r 

three kilometers west of Hue and engaged them, killi.ng sixteen 't-TVA. B Troop 

continued to make si~htings throughout the day, r~1.ising its total to thirty-

eight NVA killed" Also:; on 2 February, the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalrv was 

. . ~~~ airlifted from Camp Evans where it had been carrying out base rleferse mlSSl.'lf, 
~:;~~~~: 

to an 12 south of PK17, the he~dquarters at, the 3d Rep'iment, 1st AHVN Divjsion. 

rrhe battalion was given the mission to move towards Hue~ make cant.act with 

the enemy, fix his location, and destroy him. 

Accordingly) at first light on 3 February, the battalion moved out from 

their L2, and be~an movem.ent southeast Hue" '"Phe inilial advance was made 

without incident as the battalion followed a route south of ,and parrallel 

to, Highway One. At about 1000, the bat,talion carne to the first settled, 

vegetated area bett-veen them and HUGo As they were moving throup:h it,. larrJ'e 

numbers of NVA could be seen Q'etttnp' i.nto fightinr: positi ons on th.e next 

settled area 200 ~eters to the south (YD 6g5255). 

After preparing the area with artillery, AHA and helicont.er ('!'llnships, 

the battalion attacked the fiercely resisting ene1'11V for°!-if.ica.tions. The 

battalion advanced against heavy small arms;, automatic weanons and mor+·(3,r 

fire. ~vit h the help of helicopter gunships, they were able to penetrate 
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SUBJEcwr: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 3'0, April J.9SC 
TAB D: Task Organiz2.tion (Cont,) 

A. 1st Bde 
I-a Cav 
2-S Cay 
1-12 Cay 

B. 2d Bde 
1-5 Cay 
2-5 Cay 
2-12 Cay 

c. 3d Bde 
1-7 Cay 
2-7 Cay 
5-7 Cay 

D. 1st !~arine Regt 
1-1 Mar 
2-1 Mar 
2-3 Mar 

E. 26th Marine Regt 
1-26 Mar 
2-26 K.:1.r 
3-26 Mar 
1-9 Mar 

17. On 7 April, the 3d ARVN ABN TF entered the PEGf3TJS/L.fiJlf Sri'! 207 A area 
of operations and initiated joint operati.ons in coord:tn.?"tion a.nd COOperation 
with 1 ACD. 

lB. 11 April: 
A. 1-12 Cay released OPCON 1st Bde, 1 !tCD; pla.cerl OpeON 2d Bde 1 ACD. 
B. 2-12 Cay released OPCON 2d Bde 1 ACD; pla.ced OreON 2d Bne 101 Abn .. 

19. on 14 April, 2', -12 CB.v released oPCOtT 2d Bde 101 Abn; placed OPCON 
3d Bde 1 ACD. 

20. 15 April: 
A. the 26th Mar Regt, 1st Mar Regt and 2d Bde (-)(1-5 Cav, 2-5 CaY), 

1 ACD released OPCON 1 nCD; placed OpeON 3d Mar Div. 
B. 3d ARVN ABN TF terminated operations in p~r}ASnC) 1I .. J\1'!.SON 20?A a.r\~a 

of operations. 
21 lSApri1: 

A. 2-12 Cay released OPCON 3d Bde; placed npCON 1 Acn. 
B. 4-31 Inf placed OrCON 1 ACD. 

22. 20 April 
A. 196th Light Inf Bde with '--2 Inf and 3-?1 Tnf Bn' s placed OT'C0N 

1 ACD. 
B. 4-31 Inf released OPCON 1 ACD; placed OPCON 196th Lt Inf Brle. 

23. On 29 April, 3d IRVN Re~ with 1-3 'Bn, "-3 "An e,nd 2-1 lin .;oinerl the 
1 ACD to conduct joint operations in the A Shau Vallev. 

24. On 30 April the El,ssi~ent of maneuver Bn's of the 1 ;\c,n ".res a,q fol1ryt·~~ 
A. 1st Bde 

l-S Ca,; 
2-8 Cay 
1-12 en" 

B.3d Bde 
1-7 Cav 
2-7 Cay 
5-7 Cav 



SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending .3') April 196B 
TAB D1 Ta.sk Organization (Cont) 

C. 196th Lt In! Bde 
2-1 Inf 
3-21 Inf 

··;,.4.r:'31~!r .14 
D. 3d .hRVN Regt*"·" 

1-3 JffiVN 
2-3 ARVN 
2-1 lJtVN 

E. 1 ACD Control 
2-12 Cav 

* ConduetinfS jOint operations in oocperatjon and coorciinatlonwith 1 ACT) 
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the enemy po~ittons .. ariel" ·push. ,the .enemv 'clear of the porthern edge of 

'the'settled arGa" w~ere th~v establlshed "~ 'perimeter f~r the ni.ght. The 
., . 

2d Battali?p, , ,l:2th.: G~valry"·.had s1.idceeded·:tri· dal'l1ag.irlf; an est·itrlat.ed l-TVA 
t ~.. ~ • 

'.battalion and.:wer~,.,n~~ .astrid~· Ohfi~:o~~:the enemV,routes t,? que. 

Also 'Qn' Three Fe~ruary, .~t'he. 3rd';BrikadE(headQuarters deployed to 
r • .' ;:';' _. ...{~. 

Battalion" 7th Cavalry. was' .also~ic~·~:.Ml ... 0 rJe,: :p:6jl-';t~ffl to. move to the 
, ~''''', . . " 

~ '. 

f .' .. ". .,' .: 

contact area the next <tay. '" .. 
.. '. .. ~ ", .' ".' . " ~ , " - .":'. ~; . . ~ ;.' .. . , 

'The night of 3 February_p-a.sj~,~d,. qtii~tly' for the' '2d ,Battalion, 1,?,1.'1 
. ~ ~ . ,.,....,! , .•. ~. ~ .. I. 

Cavalry with the except;ion .o.f. a .. :.few,,· mor~ar' roUnds ~a:t-l;' in the evenin~ ~ 
... • " ~ I • L .... . :.: ' .. ' l~ 

" 

'" . Howeve~', at first' ~ight on4 February, ·the·:·battalion carne. under heavY 
• . • ,'. '....... ' ", .... ,"f.','" 

.. .:. 

fire 'a~oUl1d its ent~re p'e~irneter., T,hG' ·desperate'enem.vw~re m~king an 

all out effort to', elirp.iD-ate tl)e: critical bloC-kin~ of on~ of, .th.eir main 
, ' . . '.. ~ .~.. I ,,, ", 

routes. in and out of Hue. Volunq$'rof small arms and automatJc weapons 
, ' 

fire with S2mm mo~t~r ro~ds~.limited. movem.ent 'inthe perimet.er 
',: " 

,... . ~ 

~tticking NVA. The battali9n was ·sus'ta±ning heav-cr casualties. of its· 
_0' ":: •• , 

. :'\ 'own arid it was d~~i~ed t9 execute 'a"rii~ht m~~e to' the hip'hJ;round apnrox

. imately 4 ki~ometer~.to the. s'o~th 'overlookin~Highwav 5,54' ~nd +:he Song 
. ~ .' . ~ . ~ 

Huo~g River (YO 6B521-5).~ .This wouid' plac~' the hatt,~ljo~ ~cr~ss 0ne of 
.to,' ...f' 

to .... • .' 

the enemies t main r~utes, int-o Hue ·from . the' west. The' battali,o!J
1

, executed 

a night' move without tncident,. s+ippin~ away ficmthe :unsuspect.ing enemv • 

. Le~vingtheir FOB at 2000, they arrivea.· at their riew location at.~.Q700 on 
; '. . ,. . ... .' . 

5"February~ Also on 4 }~Gpru.:lry,; wh~_~e ·the "2d'>Battalion, 12th Cavalry 
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was in contact, the 5th Battalion~ 7th Cavalry was air assaulted into an 
> ~ , • 

12 near PK17 astride Highway One and made preparations t,o move into the 
.. 

contact area on t he following day,. 

On 5 February, the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry establ~she~ positions 
. ' . . 

on the highground which gave them excellent observation of the main enemv 

routes in and out o-f Hue. Their command of the area was so complete that 

they were soon able to interdict all dayi~ght movement of the enemy by 
,y 1. ' 

calling artillery down on the plains before them. The 2d Battalion, 12th 

Cavalry remained in its location de.cisive1y disrupting and restrictine:-

enemy movement until 9 February~ 

The 5th Battalion.;" 7th Cavalry conducted search and destroy opera
\ 
\ 

tions along enemy routes of egress west of the initial c,ontact, movi~ 

gradually east towards Hue. On 7 February they again made cOl1tact with 

the deeply entrenched enemy who had re-occupied the area which t.he 2d 

Battalion, 12t.h Ca.valry had forced them from. Pro~es8 was ,ha.lted by 

the st1.1bborn resistance of the enemy" Artillerv and ARA were called tn 

on the well fortified enemy and the 5th Battalion, 7th. Cavalry again tried 

to breach his defenses on 8 Februa.ry. But they were halted bv heavv 

volumes of enemy automatic weapons and mortar fire~ 

On 9 February, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry remained in its position 

as a holding force to contain.the enemy in his positions" The 2d Rattal-

ion, 12th Cavalry left their location.on the .highground and attacked 

northward towards the 5th Battalion, 7th CavalrY'. Enemy resistance stif

fened as the battalion entered the village of Thon Bon Tri (YD 695217) 

and continued throughout the day as the infant:ry slowly moved northward, 
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cle'axing the village ,of stubborn enemy for about .300 meters until they 

halted. 'Their ,losses "W'ere two killed and, ~0urteen wo~ded. Rain and 

poor visihility limited, acti yi.ties' on 11 and 12 February, and the two 

battalions remained ~!_n their locations blocking, the enemy r-outes of 

egr8ss and disrup'::'iE[; all visible onemy movement by calling in quantities 

of artillery anc airstrikes:;, 

r:)n 12 February" ,'Lhc ;~.h Battal:i,on,:1 7th Cavalry ar.;ainattempted to 

~ttaok tt13 well fcrt.~d'ied enem:y-. The enerrw was well dug in in a reg-imen-

tal~,si.<3Gd compJ.exar..cl t,he ~lnfantrv was untible'to uproot them. Artillerir, 

airstrikes and Naval gunfire pummelled the enemy trenches hut contact was 

broken bv nightfall wi'chout anv SUbstantial change in the onposin,g; force/:/ 

positions. US losses were five killed and t hirtv-fo"r wOl.lnded. rrhe !1at ... 

taliqns remained in their~eneral locations' until 19 Februarv connuctin~ 

agressive prob~s of the enemy positions to ascertain his strength and 

blocking t he ,enemy movement route.s. 

However, on 15 February, D Company, ~d Battalion, 501st Airborne, 

under the opern.tional control of 5th Bat,talion". 7t~ Cavalry came under 

heavy eontaet approximately 4 kilometers west of the m.ain battle area 

(YD 650250). Artillery 'and ARA were employed and 13 and G Companies 5th 

Battalion~ 7th Cavalry were rushed to rienforce n Company ,2d Battalion,' 

50lst Airborne in their fight against an estirn,ated re-inforced enem:'" 

~compa.ny~,· B1 ~ft~pnqo:q, wp.f;?n:·9Pn.tect~$ 1?,~8~eptfAf~y~~~g~t·~W4.b~g:, 
been killed~ The two co~panies then rejoined the batta1i~n in their 

b10cking position. 

The 3rd Rriga~e was reinforced with the 2d Battal~on, 501st Airborne 
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which bega'n. act.! ve1y patrolling in'the vici¢ty of J!'I\17 .a;l<?:p~ J?f',~~j~q~ei' , \; 
• ... • ....,. ... \ .. !". ' .~.~~ . -., .. " : •. ~ ~ 

ene'my rou~es on 1.9- Febru~ c On 19 February the 1st Battalion, 7th 

t:) ·::.,he area. of operatiQns.,\>p 2q Febru~y. 
.. .' '.~' ~ .' :..':" ... ~ ..... ~. ". '"" .~! 

ALso on 19 P~bI':'1JlrY.ll··the 5th Battalion, 7th C?-v~ymade a battalion 
. . .... " " ...... ' :; "/',' ,. -. ' .. ; . "" 

......... ·I
l

· 

,-'...... .. .. , .. .; . 
i:::, 'vi';j': ;3ngagc~ ':y a " gc E;;!itr.t?11sh0C:!. 2neJr,j' forco a1.1d eng[tged them with 

. ~. ":.- ! . ~ )" . . . 

c:rt:LlJ.d:."':/, before:;:0L':"~i'Llg t.o the.ir:.,originaI .l;J.l~?king posit~on." }~~ .... 

patl'ols from th~ ;2cl.' Battalion,' 12th Cq.v~lry-j' wl:li1€l searom.ngeast- of their 
.' .. ; . '. '. ~ ", ." r '. ~ ~: '. I ~, :. ;. ,,' '. • .' • • •• ; " '. ~ . " _ 

location encountered squad-sized eneiny, fo~ce~. which ,they~lso~ngaged . 
. , '... '..,. ,.' ~a:~ .. ~' . : .. "'. ,':,', ,',.' ~ :' . ." 

~ J _"" , 

"with. ,-artUlery. The 20. Battalion,' 50lst Airborne, while moving southeast 
' .. 

C0n~acte.d· a dug in enemY' force .south 'of Hig·hWf+y. .Q..ne_· and~ southeast of 
.' • '" .~' ~"". • , ," ... ~ 10.. "'}' """ ~: r:~·.t.;.',k 

. PKi 7 . (m '65626b) . and did not. br"e'ak :-~'()'dntact unt:il d?-rknf}sS,.;.... . 
. .".. ..' , .;.. f ': ' '" - ~ : "~ :-/. rf<. :'~\~ ~\.}::.~ ..... 

_ '; ". ' ,.... ,~- t .:-. 

~ ~9 .February'~ the four battalions. cont:in~ed .. tp.~ear(}h .. pf'rth and . 
, .r:.. ,'.; .•.• ...., . '. . ..... .. ..• ; ... '; ;-·_~·':r'.·'.: . ~"". ,';,';". 
south of the 'initial' contaCt·· a.rea·.ai1d pre.pa:re9.. to atA:.a.ck .e,ast-:ward tf'warris 

, • .'1 _, .'~. "" I __ '..' '. .::,. ... _ ,.:~,.\ ; •• :,.~ '.:~.. , ... : ,': '" 

Hue fhe'he;Xt,' daY'- The two .7th Cava..lry batta.lio~~. wer~.topush . into the r.. 

area df ~err& r~Bistance'atTh"ng We Ghu (Yo' 6~?5;':" irh~#d';~t~~~: 
501st· Afrboine' ~;ilti""t1d~ti~~o'~"f~;,.~eiItel(lit1~rtl!f!h'tr:,:'th:;i~w . 

. , _ ~.;... '. ~ ~ ,... '~,' " -: ' .. ; . :, :: "'-, 

Battalfbn,"l2th'c'avalry' would adVance .nart:hwa,rd, .. Wit,h:. 2 cqmpanies (tD' 69 
.:'.' " ,"" . ' .. '" ....... ; .. ), :,·.,~· ... ·tV~."";' ~~;"" 

5243J. h6iding two ~otrpa.nies· as Brigade r~ser~. 

The rmir ·ba.ttalions iridved int:o.-,attac-k;,·positio.n~ .. 1?~fb:r:.~ daylight on 

21 February am began their·attahk at ):frstlight: i~"~~t:~~~~: 'i~h 
, " ' " .' ., '. ~~;.. ~. '.. • ~ "" .: ~ '1 ' , 

engaged' ahd'~med ~tW'o ~nefrty.':;ih1d·i]1g.;i~ ~t).. hut._ ,A,s .~h¢·' ,asiVance continued, 
, . '. , '. ...' , ;" ' ' '-,'' . ." " 

. ',' . 

. . " .. 
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cnntactbe.oame incr~asingly: he~vy as t.pe"enyuw contes,ted. evervfoot of 

grO'~dwith·autom.atic . weapons , and mortars.' . Airstrikes and" Naval gunfire, 

inaddit'io.rt 1:..0: ~~,ille~.,and hel~copt<?r gu.nsbips wve,rwhl;:.med. the stubborn 

enerrw anG. ,permit:ted .,~,~e adval1cing irfantry to .maintain a. steaqy. .momentum 

a,sthey pUyhed ,the,JWA back. The battalions ha? all re.ached .their 

.objectives (yip .YD ~9??lr:5):5' kilometers frQm- Hue. itself before dar~t:less 

and had: CRPtur~d a ,con,siderable quantity of equipment during the day. 

As theyest,ablished' ,~:e.f·'::l~o pc~"imet€rs r.or the.night, they were pois.~<i .. 

to. c·ontinuel ,thee.ttack •. 

On 22 February, while 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry remained in the 

battle area to' search cut bypassed pockets of enenw resistance' and 

search the battlefield, the ether three battalions pushed their attack 

eastward to a point approximately 2~ kl.lometers from the walls of Hue 

(vic of north-south line 71). The Zd Battalion, 12th Cavalry advanced 

against light resistance, while both the 5th Battalion~ 7th Cavalry' 

and, 2d Battalion, 501st Airborne ran into' heavy resistance in the after

noon and forced the stubbornly fighting NVA eastward befere their advance. 

By nightfall, all objectives . had been reached. One hundred and twenty

eight ener~1!'" bodies were counted in the first two days of the attack.' 

However, many bunkers and trenches were destreyed by artillery and air

strikes and blood trails indicated mariy'bodies and wounded had beon 

dragged from the area. 

The 3rd Brigade attack continued on 23 February with t~e battalions 

moving to locate astride the enemy avenues of escape west.ward from Hue. 



i:' 

.1-' " :, ... -' ,.: 

", :'".:-, 

The 1st Battalion,< 7th 'cavalry"remained s~arcbipg the ;battle" a.rea. root-
~ ~ ' .. -:.~ '", 

ing out th~.",r,(~m1ain.ing . enemy. The 5th Ba.tta]ion" 7th Cavalry advanced 

with three 90mpanies against heavy resis,tapq!?,. fr.om:. a hast1iy' dug in' NVA 

forco~ W. CO~lpanYJ' 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry was . airlifted tc; a point 

near the n9~th Hue docks v-{here it linked up with the 1st :;Piatoon, A 

Troop, ,?/5 Armored Cavalry and then searched 'and destroyed':'riorthWest. 

to rej~in the battalioh ('ill' 7224). The '2d' Batt~lion; 12th Cavdrv ad- .' 

, : vanc~d again~;t moderate contact t~ ~ point ~est or. the:ha:m1et"6f Cho . 
.. ...' 

Thong (YD 718217) jus.t north of the Song Sau R~ye:f'~ ~; 'Th~ 2d BBitalion, .. 
501st 'Airborne advanced south and ~ast- against .~catt;·ered·'resista~';~e and' 

~ , ". . . ." , . 

, 'secUred the bridge: across the Song Sau ern 707207), 'mb,d.:rig"to'the south 

'. of the 2d Batta;tion, 12th Cavalry. During' its' advance 2d Battalion, 

501st Airborne' discovered evidence'of 't,he massacre of a village bV the 

"NVA. Throughout ,the day the enenw forces continued to resist with S2mm 

Theat~~'c~ ~s,.·~t3newed on 24 February agai~st ths 'de~"pera:te'~but 

weakening' NVA, for,c~~,,, ' The 5th 'Battalion, 7th Cavalry with the aJttached 
.. ' '. ' 

armored cavalry p:Latoon advanced against sp0radic .resistance~ By l44?, 
, . 

the battalion was located against' the northwest '¢orner "of 'the,: C"1,.t'y ·walls. 

Further 'to the 's~:>-u:thvtest)" th~ '1st' Bat,talion, 7t:q,Ca.valrjr·'·'rJ:j~ined' "the 
, i.~. t I . ; ........ ' 

attaek and 'advanc,ed eastwar~. ~'~ainst indreas~ngly t,OUf;:1ei1:ing' enEmry resis- I 

"'," .. ." • ~.;" • JI , W •• " :. 1 - ... ~. 

tanco'o . Despite'mp::. .. tg,r' aild' rocket fire,t~e ~lst }~att,ali6n, 7th Cavalry,,' 
',l :; • '. - ~ / . r '. 

aggressively pu~l?:ed ,the: enerii irito'the woodline .l~o;rdering'the "'city' ~lls 
... ,' .. . '. 

(YD 73322S).", ;The 2d Batta,lib"rt, 12th Cavalry one kilometer southwest of 
" 
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the 1st Battalion, 7t.:l C8.VaLl""V met heavy resis.tanc,e a1?ng the Song 

Sau which eont;inued thro:t;J.ghout the, c:1ay as they s,lowlv advanced eastward 

a1ongt.he eho Thong road" The 2d, Battalion, 12th, Cavalry di$covered 

what, appeE.t":Jd to b~ t~1.G~nemy!s. main hospital as. t~ev advanced •.. The ~d 

Battalion" 5Clst Airb~rne attacked south behind the 2d Batt,alion, 12th 
,~, . . .' 

Cavalry against light resistance and then. turn8d east and continued. tr,te 

attack en the rj.ght, flank o-f the 2d Battalion, 12th Cav~lry to ease t~e 

pressure on that- bat.trt;I.5.ono 

On 2'5 Feb~uary the 3rd Brigade battalion~ conc,luded their success

ful advance to HU8 0 The 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry came to the city 

walls by 0730. against t,ken resistance e The 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry 

began clearing the wall and joined the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry in a 

S1f..rcep eiC the southirest "'1.1"8.1.1 of the city. The 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry. 

and 2d Battalion, 5Clst Airborne swept eastward against minor' oppositiqn, 

finding large amounts of abandoned enemy equipment in their prog::-(:c3. 

The 3rd Brigade and its elements broke the back of the i~JA resist-

ance and were instrt:ment:3.J. in returning Hue to' friendly' c0ntrol. They 

succeeded in cutt~.ng off the Al~emyfs main supplv line . and then destroyed 

his units 'in the field as they advanced 'to the wa1ls of Hue. The total 

ensmy killed by body count in the attack were 359 NVA and 45 VC with 

15 pr:1::'-'~~_erso Tot2.l. ns :.0380'3 to combat elements were 6A' killed and 

The weather!) which had been overcast but balmy and rather' comfortable; 

rapid:y deteriorated on 2 FelJruary and was to' continue throt~r_~:1out the 

-8-



.' I: .. 

. ba.ttle·o The temp6~:,,::·:.~.:re dropped into the low fifties' and s·l.xties and 

emanated a pel'18trating chill. A misty drizz.le bef1;an' t:o fS,lij'sometfmes 

, 'increasing to a drenching, cold rain, ·tu:rning. the grotmd, ihto ;a muddy' ;. 

bog~ ~he clouds closed in and the ceiling fell to 300 ··fe'et a.t times, 
".- ." 

rar'ely exceeding gOO feet J and limiting· visibility-to ·t·he ',niirninri.un~< A 

':he'a~J" 'gro1lI!:d fog rolled in ,which persistedunt1lthe c16s~ngdays' -'of the 

. battle, The fog "'Aras F"rt:Lcularly 'dense at ,night'ahd' would only diniish 

~d .. igl~tly. during the' day Q Visibility; Wcls further' limited by' this,: 'seldOm 
" , , ; .. : '. ,. 

"The 'I,~eat:her greatiy't~r'fected'the 'enip16ymE?nt of supportirig fires. 

The extremely reor visiJility sevetj:!.:;'/'lir1ited. '; tactieh:r a.ir;bper~ti~n~. 

The majority of the'll3 airstrikes flown were radar controlledlrl.th a' 

, fe~ being direciteci visually by the f,orward air: : controllers' 'd:ut-fn;;;: the" 

final' days. of' the' ba.ttlc<> Despite t.his.hamper'ing' effect;' of:,'the weat,l;er 

the: 'us Air Fo~ce dropped over 173 tons of bombs am 20 tons' -cif napalm ' 
, . 

, , 

, poor Visl1>llitYe The b'lrdon of fire support fell on thre~ '105mm batter'ies, 

C 1st' Battalion~ 77th Artillery, C 1st Battalion~'2lst ArtillerY'and 

, F'lst B~ttali6~., 32Ist Art:D_lery and a 155mrn' Battery 'A'ltSt'; B&:ttalion," 

30th Artillery ~ T1":e Ij .. nd,~'ed visibility 'did not significantly impair 

th~' highly effect.iire Li.nd A,G:~'at:e' fires of the 'gunse>' ' The' heaVy ',grounct 

fog Jc~asionally requi~~d ~h.e' ~q~d obS,ervers .'t'o"Mju.st·'b:r sound. 

The foUr batte:ries fired chfer .5J,:OQ6;roi;mds~, 'e:xceeding'l,150torts: of 

exPlosive'f? in sUppOrt '<?f 'the :3rdj~igad~d.uririg 'the :course"of the 

battle. Nava+gll!;lfire from destroyers and a cruiser stationed in the 
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kn07n~. and SUSD8C·l:.~.6:::-<::;fll.T locations;; firing a total of 7, 700 rounds. 

The enerry posit io:r;::-; J __ Y::c.?lg bGtweenthe 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry and 

Lr~u [5 :l';L;h gun3 of ths cruiser 0 Fire from the 

Numorous docr:.enc3 capt m"'ed in the area 

7th C[';~,"a:_r:r and 2d Battalion, 12th CavaJ..ry ts 

SJ.;7.'~v f.h(~ p:-ofusiol: of v'arying documents indicated that the enemy was 

It is sus-

the Tri Thien Front. 

in the ~:::g.tt}c~ (/L 

Reg~!'r~'1.t of the 32Lj.B F;Tll Viviuion vIho s"cated that their entire unit was 
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engaged in Hue, having arrived on 20 February. Interogation .~nJicated' 

that the latter three units had begun moving into the area between 11-20 . .' 

February to reinforce the weake:n;ing local forces. What was unusual was 

that each o'f these regiments were from one of the enemv riivisions located 

around Khe Sanh and the DMZ and their presence in the vicinity of Hue 

had been hitherto unsuspected. It is a certainty that the agRreqsive 

actions of the 3rd Brigade in La Chu, had seriously disrupted enemy 

plans and explains the fanatio defense of the area. 

, ~., . \ . 
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