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CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS.

As Congress is about to organize by a new choice of
officers, there will come up a time, as usual, when the
proposition will be made in each branch of the National
Legislature to make their ohoioe of a Chaplain. When
this proposition was made in the Thirty-third Congress it
was met with opposition both in the House and Senate ;
but, this opposition being feebly sustained, tho two chap-
lains were elected with very little difficulty. Bnt why
was there a single voice, much more a petition, raised
against a measure so becoming a Christian nation, which
owes so much to the superintending care of Divine Pro-
vidence? The employment of chaplains to Congress was
proposed and established as a usage almost entirely by
the men who, " in times which tried men's souls," had
signed their names (in a confiding reliance on that Al-
mighty arm which did not forsake them) to that immor-
tal instrument, the Declaration of Independence. Said
Franklin, who was one of that number, when addressing
the Convention in which the Constitution of these United
States was framed: " In the beginning of the oontest
with Qreat Britain, when we were sensible of danger, we
had daily prayers in this room for Divine protection.
Our prayers, sir, were heard, and they were graciously
answered. All of us who were engaged in the struggle
must have observed frequent instances of a superintend-
ing Providence in our favor." Whatever may be the
scepticism of somo minds respecting religious matters,
and the opposition which has arisen from that souroe,
it does not all come from religious infidelity. The con-
fidence and respect of the best men in the country has
lessened in the same ratio as this Congressional usage
has been subjected to political wire-pulling and strife.
It is now well understood that modest merit, eminent
piety, and that kind of talent which is best adapted to
the position, is no longer sought for in a chaplain to Con-
gress. But the successful candidate is he who has a face
to enter tho ring of competitors; who knows how to lay
his hand on the right wires and has strengh to pull
harder than the others who may be contending with him
for the prize. We do not intend to signify that, if a
clergyman deBires to spend a season in Washington
while Congress is in session, it is morally criminal in
him to desire, or even to " strive lawfully" to preach
the gospel in the Capitol, or to receive the compensation
whioh will sustain him while doing it. But the point of
objection lies in this: It has now come to pass that who-
ever gains the position of chaplain obtains it by caucus-
ing and securing the votes of members in the same man-
ner as the clerk or doorkeeper obtain their elections. I t
will not be soon forgotten that the last United States
Senate, in re-electing its chaplain, made a plain case of
settling the choice by political considerations only, as
" the published proceedings" of that body bear witness.

It will be seen that the object of this communication is
not to denounce chaplains nor the usage of Congress in
employing them; far from i t ; but it is to propose a
safe remedy for the evil which Congress itself has created
by throwing open the chaplaincy in such a manner as to
invite competition. Who will doubt that there is at this
moment less than a hundred candidates, living in diffe-
rent parts of this Union, some of whom are making re-
mote and feeble and others direct and personal efforts
to pass this session of Congress in Washington as chap-
lains ?

The remedy is this: Let Congress throw around this
sacred office, so to speak, a complete protection from all
political manoeuvrings and competitorship, by becoming
the only source of solicitation in this matter. Let Con-
gress, like a church or congregation, instead of being
called upon, give the call. Let Congress invite the regu-
lar pastors in Washington, commencing with the senior
pastor of the city, to serve as chaplain for one week, to
preach on the Sabbath and open the session with prayer
every morning, and attend to all the other duties, such
as visiting the sick, burying the dead, &c , throughout
that week ; then let the next senior in order follow, and
so on. Thon, if it were to occur that any long session
should hold more weeks than there are settled ministers
in the city of Washington, let the call be extended on the
same rule to Georgetown. In doing this Congress could
never have a session with an extra session whioh would
require that a call should be extended out of the District
of Columbia; and let the compensation remain as here-
tofore, only divided into weekly portions, to be paid to
the chaplains as they serve. Nor could such small com-
pensation as each minister might receive hardly be placed
in more deserving hands ; for should the salaries whieh
the regular pastors of this city are now receiving be ag-
gregated, it would at once raise the inquiry, How do
these men live T We will answer that question for some
of them in advance: they live on their own means ; while
they work like missionaries to build their church edifices
and raise their congregations.

As to the piety and talents whioh might be desired in a
chaplain, it can hardly be out of place for a layman here
to state that Congress will run no greater risk in calling
chaplains- from the District of Columbia than it now does
in receiving them from the scrambling competitors who
com* annuijly a£ solicitors for the office.

The churohes of this city and District are favored with
useful pastors, who enjoy the confidence of the people
among whom they live, whose irreproachable and blame-
less lives entitle them to the respect they receive ; some
of whom may justly be regarded as eminent for talents
and piety, and who would not be likely to lose the deep-
toned feeling of the truth they present to the people of
their charge by going to preach one sermon in the year
at the Capitol-

Following this plan, no more ministers would feel at
liberty to make interest with the members of Congress to
secure for them the election of a chaplain. No one would
come from a distance to seek in vain an office whioh Con-
gress no longer goes out of the limits of this Distriot to
fill. Besides, adopting this measure would be returning
to the usage, as established by the fathers. In dosing
that memorable speech, from which we have already
quoted, Franklin said: " I therefore beg leave to wuvo
that henceforth prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven
and its blessings on our deliberations be held in this as-
sembly every morning before we prooeed to business, and
that one or more of the olergy of this city be requested to
olfioiato in that service." By following this plan the
usage of employing men of different religious denomina-
tions would no longer be violated, as it was in the scram-
ble of the last Congress, by electing two ohaplains of the
same sect. L. D. J.

CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS.

The following extracts from an article in the New York
Examiner are inserted at the request of one of our city
Clergy. This subject has been often made a matter of
conversation among us. Some years since the Clergy of
all denominations, with their leading members, united in
an able address to Congress advocating the same views now
presented; but the movement made by Mr. PETTIT, of
Indiana, to dispense with public worship altogether, so
influenced the then Members of Congress that this ad-
dress failed to seoure a hearing. Believing it would con-
duce to the cultivation of Christian sympathy if, instead of
a public service at the Capitol, church-going strangers and
members should accept the kind courtesies of our city
churches, we willingly give place to the extracts sub-
joined :

CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS.—The question whether it iB
expedient that Congress have paid ohaplains is taking an
aspect widely different from that which some years ago
seemed to characterize it. Then, as it was supposed,
nothing but a spirit of irreligion could suggest the dis-
continuance of the appointment. Now it is the spirit of
religion itself whioh urges that such an appointment is an
anomaly in our Government, a necessity long past; and
moreover a direct injury to the interests of Christianity in
general and to the interests of religion in Washington es-
pecially. * * * * It is a positive injury to the
cause of religion ; bringing the sacred calling of the Chris-
tian ministry into disrepute, relaxing the Christian devo-
tion and dissipating tho religious energies of many valu-
able men, and withdrawing from the Christian churches
of Washington an influence to which they are entitled.

It is needless to picture the scene, yearly recurring,
of what has beoome an actual scramble for office as chap-
lain. Every session of Congress some score of candidates,
away from their posts, are eager in attendance; some
dozen or more of names of different denominations are
proposed as candidates, all but two of whom are, of
course, to be disappointed of an election by worldly men
to the office of Christian minister. ' The successful candi-
date is not usually the man whom his own denomination
even, not to say our Christian community generally, would
wish to see at such a post. Often he is the man who has
written many letters beforehand soliciting votes, who
meets " his friends " as they alight at the railroad sta-
tions, who follows them to their hotels, and who in the
bar-room even is heard talking loudly of his devotion to
"the party." It is time that these scenes, whioh make
worthy men blush, should be banished from among us ;
and that our Christian community should be spared the
painful mortification to which every year they are sub-
jected at the meeting of Congress.

It is not a matter of small importance^ that the system
of paid chaplains, the compelled ministers of religion to
men who differ in religious views and preferences, is most
injurious to the religious interests of members ef-Gon-
gress generally. The Sabbath service, stripped of all the
hallowed associations of a sanctuary, a congregation of
professed Christians united as a church, the hymn of praise
and the responsive prayer, to say the least, is a most un-
dcvotional service. And when as a Christian pastor, as a
bosom counsellor and interceder, the paid chaplain has
gone to the family and to the room of a man whose choioe
he was not, it is not strange that a repugnance whioh no
greatness of soul and no good breeding oould restrain
should in some memorable instances have broken forth in
even an offensive manner. I t is a strange, unnatural,
unchristian institution, the appointment of paid chaplains
for such men as our Congress is made up of.

Many may not appreciate the additional consideration
(yet some do) that the churches of Washington, with their
pastors, have ajuat claim, one which their Master at
least has given them, on the aid of religious men visiting
and sojourning in Washington. The difficulty of main-
taining in such a population, so shifting and unstable, the
outward forms of religion, not to say the inward spirit of
piety, is fully approoiated only by those inured to the
practical experience. Neither Congress nor the whole
people of the States have a right to deprive these ohurches,
belonging to a Master jealous of His claims, of the aid,
pecuniary and spiritual, which the members of Congress
and the many visiters and sojourners at Washington might
give while there.

In all respects the Chaplaincy in Congress is a system
which is deserving of ohange. Doubtless, in such a oity
as Washington has become, enough ministers of Christ
would be found ready to alternate in performing the week-
day service required at the Capitol; and no difficulty as
to denominations of Christians could arise which is not
readily met in our State Legislatures. The subject, at
any rate, is worthy Christian consideration. "lA*? A
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WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 27,1843.
M Y DEAR SIR : The termination of the present 'Session of

Congress furnished fee with a suitable opportunity for per-
tbrminga duty vffifch I hive found it difficult to posfpobo o,nU
this hour, i k t ^ ^ n impatient for a becoming jjecasion
to express to th« hqambU Senators ami memtww of the
House of Representatives my heartfelt gratitude for the per-
sonal kindness of which I have been the object, and for the
respectful attention which has been paid to my humble min-
istrations. When oppressed with a sense of my insufficiency
for the discharge of my responsible duties, 1 have found BUU-
port and encouragement in the generous sympathy of those
io wJ»om I am ir.debtpd for the distinguished position which
it has been my privilege to occupy.

In reviewing the manner in which my past services as
Chaplain of the Senate have been performed, I find no cause
for complacency, except that which results from the con-
sciousness of an honest endeavor to perform with unobtru-
sive fidelity the duties of my station. The kindness of the
Senate in thrice electing me to serve at the altar of this great
nation has enabled me, whilst engaged in the appropriate du-
ties of the ministry, to extend a helping hand to those who
V>> Ilia vicissitudes of Providence, h»v» l>««n thrown ln totna
measure upon my limited resources for relief. The office
might have been conferred on many far more worthy of the
distinction, and better qualified to discharge the duties it im-
poses ; but to very few could the position have been more ac-
ceptable than to the humble individual who bos been permitted
to occupy it. Under these circumstances, I shall be pardon-
ed for seeming to create an occasion for presenting to my dis-
tmyuished benefactors this unaffected offering of gratitude
nnd./espect. BO

i h ~ and

h A-'

Ph. . ^ U S TUSTON
To Hon. Mr. HaSjSfc; °f the U«^d S,ates Senate

Of the Uni.ed States Sei,«tg.
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SET?VICES AT THE CAPITOL.

CAPITOL OF THB UNITED STATES,
December 6, 1868.

hm: The PresidenUf the Senate and the Speaker of
*he House of Reposcntatives, in execution of the order
»i their respective Houses, have the honor to request the

reverend olergymen whose names are hereunto append-
ad to officiate ^conducting divine services in the new
Hall of the House of Representatives,, at 11 o'clock A.
M, on the Sabbaths respectively annexed to their
names. The list below has been prepared, alphabeti-
cally, from the list furnished by the Rev. Mr. Samson.
Should any gentleman be unable to officiate on the Sab-
bath designated for him he will please inform the Speak-
er of the fact. Very respectfully,

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE,
President of the Senate.

JAMES L. ORR,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Rev. J. Lanahan 2d Sabbath
Rev. C. 0". Meador 3d do...
Rev. L. F. Morgan 4th do...
Rev. J. Morseil 1st do...
Rev. B. H. Nadal, D.D 2d do...
Rev. Wm. Pinckney, D.D 3d do...
Rev. Samuel Rogers 4th do...
Rev. G. W. Samson 5th do...
Rev. H. N. Sipe? 1st do...
Rev. B. Sunderland, D.D 2i do...
Rev. F. Swentzel 3d do...
Rev. Septimus Tustin, D.D...4th do...

in Dec 12th
do 19th
do 26th
Jan 2d
do 9th
do lGth
do 23d
do 30th

Feb 6th
do 13th
do 20th
do 27th
MIA
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Rev. D. Ball Saturday, February 20, 1858.
Rev. G. W. Bassett Monday. February 22, 1858.
Rev. R. S. Bittenger Tuesday, February 23, 1858.
Rev. T. H. Bocock, D. D Wednesday, February 24,1858.
Rev. B. N. Brown Thursday, February 25, 1858.
Rev. J. G. Butler Friday, February 26, 1858.
Rev. A. G. Caruthers Saturday, February 27,1858.
Rev. W. H. Chapman Monday, March 1, 1858.
Rev. Goo. D. Cummins, D. D. ..Tuesday, March 2,1858.
Rev. G. S. Deal Wednesday, March 3, 1858.
Rev. J. R. Eckard Thursday, March 4, 1858.
Rev. J. L. Elliott Friday, March 5, 1858.
Rev. S. D. Finckel Saturday, March 6, 1858.
Rev. Jabez Fox Monday, March 8, 1858.
Rev. Julius E. Grammer Tuesday, March 9, 1858.
Rev. J. C. Granbery Wednesday, March 10, 1858.
Rev. S. W. Greer Thursday, March 11, 1858.
Rev. P. D. Gurley, D. D Friday, March 12, 1858.
Rev. C. H. Hall Saturday, March 13, 1858.
Rev. W. D. Haley Monday, March 15, 1858.
Rev. J. N. Hanks Tuesday, March 16, 1858.

Rev. W. A. Harris Wednesday, March 17, 185«.
Rev. J. A. Harrold Thursday, March 18, 1858.
Rev.T. N. Haskell Friday, March 19, 1858.
Rev. S. P. Hill, D. D Saturday, March 20, 1858.
Rev. A. Hohnead Monday, March 22. 1858.
Rev. E. Kingsford, D. D Tuesday, March 23, 1858.
Rev. William Krebbs Wednesday, March 24, 1858.
Rev. John Lanahan Thursday, March 25, 1858.
Rev. C. C. Meader Friday, March 26, 1858.
Rev. Joshua Morsell Saturday, March 27, 1858.
Rev. I. J. Murray, D. D Monday, March 29, 1853.
Rev. Win. Pinckney Tuesday, March 30, 1858.
Rev. Smith Pyne, D.D Wednesday, March 31,1858.
Rev. Samuel Register Thursday, April 1, 1858.
Rev. Samuel Rogers Friday, April 2, 1858.
Rev. G. W. Samson Saturday, April 3,1858.
Rev. H. N. Sipes Monday, April 5, 1858.
Rev. B. Sunderland, D. D Tuesday, April 6, 1858.
Rev. F. Swentzel, D.D Wednesday, April 7,1658.
Rev. Septimus Tustin Thursday, Apiil 8*, 1858.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN IN CONGRESS. I
In December, IS-IT, Abraham LInoola took hla*

seat la Congress as a representative from tuo
state of Illinois. It waa not long before he be-
came a great favorite with the members and
officers of the House, for his genial manners,
pleasant voice and ready wit gave him a mag-
netic influence on all who came within his
social sphere. He possessed bat few personal
attractions, his figure being tall and ungainly;
but these deficiencies were amply compensated
for by his many shining qualities of mind and
heart, lie was a fluent and ready speaker, and
hla speeches were remarkable for tlieir direct-
ness and precision, although lacking In rhetori-
cal grace and finish. He possessed a rich and
inexhaustible fund of wit and humor, to which
he gave expression In anecdotes and quaint ob-
servatlons, which It waa pleasant to listen to.
Whenever he obtained the floor to speak, the
Bouse gave him its undivided attention, and
never failed to greet his sallies of wit and quick
repartees with laughter and applause, one of
the most remarkable of his speeches daring
bis first and only term In Congress waa de-
livered in July, 1848, in reply to one made a
few days before by Mr. Iverson, of Ga. The
subject of Mr. Lincoln's speech was " Military
Coat Tails." In the speech of Mr. Iverson, that
gentleman accused the whig party of having
deserted all their principles and taken shelter
under the military coat tall of Gen. Zachary
Taylor, the candidate of the party for tne pres-
idency. In the course of his remarks, Mr. L'.a-
coin proceeded to show that the democratic \
party were amenable to a similar charge, hav-
ing tor twenty-tlve years relied upon the mil-
itary reputation of Gen. Jackson for succeas, he
having been made President out of it for eight
years, while enough of it remained to make
Presidents of several comparatively small
men who succeeded him, and still relying upou
it for the success of Gen. Cass, the nominee of
the party at that time; their campaign papers
everywhere declaring that Cass and Butler
were of tne " true hickory stripe." Towards
the close of his speech, Mr. Lincoln poured a i
torrent or iidicuie upon the military reputa-
tion of General Cass, and then alluded co
his own exploits as a soldier in the Black
Hawk war," where," he continued, "I fought, \
bled and came away. If Gen. Cass saw any
live fighting Indians at the battle of the Thames,
where he served as ald-de-camp to Gen. Harri-
son, it was more than I did; but I had a good
many bloody struggles with the mosquitoes,
and although I never fainted from the loss of
blood, I can truly say I was often very hungry."
•'Mr. speaker," added Mr. L'Jicoln, "If I should
evf r conclude to doff whatever our democratic
friends may suppose there Is of black-cockade
federalism about me, and thereupon they shall
take me up as their candidate for the Presiden-
cy, I protest they shall not make fun of us, as
they have of Gen. Cass, by attempting to write
me into a military hero."

The notes of Mr. Lincoln's speech on this oc-
casion were written on sheets of foolscap paper,
and lay on the desk before him. It was not
many minutes after he had begun to speak be-
fore he abandoned his manuscript, and walked1

slowly down the narrow aisle leading to the
area in front of the clerk's deak and speaker's
chair. He carried his left arm behind him, and
with It slightly lifted the skirts of a black swal-
low-tall coat, worn nearly threadbare, watch
hung loosely from his shoulders, while his rlgat I
arm was extended, and his long bony forefinger
pointed towards his auditors on the opposite ,
side of the hall. As he walked he spoko with
great earnestness, until he had crossed the area'
and stood face to face with the democratic
representatives, when Be would quickly turn,
and hurrying back to hla desk, look at hl3
manuscript for a moment, and then resume hin
walk. When the speaker's hammer fell he re-
turned to his seat amid peals of laughter and
applause, which continued for several minute3
before order was restored and the regular bu3l-
nf S3 of the house resumed.

Mr. Lincoln's seat in the old hall of repre-
sentatives was on the outer row, and near the
western entrance. The marble statue erected
to his memory stands within six feet of the
spot formerly occupied by_his chair and desk.
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